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During June 2010 a team of us will ride our bikes from John O’Groats in northeast Scotland to Land’ s End at
the western tip of Cornwall. First and foremost the trip will be a physical training exer cise, during which we
will test our strength and stamina and push the boundaries of our endurance and determination. However , it
will also be a farewell tour for the Corps RSM and myself befor e we hand over to our successors, and for this
reason the route has been extended to visit several Royal Signals units. Moreover, as we pass through
Catterick we will visit the Corps Memorial Chapel, fr om which | will personally carry one of the Corps’ smaller
treasures to All Saints Church at Blandford Camp. We will arrive at Blandford just in time for the Royal Signals
Association Weekend, during which the Princess Royal will be inaugurating All Saints as the new Corps Chapel.
Finally we will use the Bike Ride to raise awareness of the Royal Signals Benevolent Fund in this, the Corps’
90th year.

| am proud of the rich and br oad network of
friendships that links the soldiers and of ficers of our
great Corps, young and old, serving and retired. | am
therefore particularly pleased that the bike ride team
will include a number of junior ranks from 19 Light
Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron (209) as
well as the Regimental Colonel (Colonel Olly
Halstead ), Colonel Charles Turner, Lieutenant
Colonel Guy Richar ds, the Corps RSM (WO1
(CRSM) Dave Taylor) and myself. We will also be
joined, on each of the nineteen legs, by riders from
the units that we will be visiting.

This is a military endurance and team building
exercise rather than a charity event. However,
donations to the Royal Signals Benevolent Fund are
always needed in order to help Royal Signals
personnel and families, past and present, who have
fallen on hard times. If you would like to make a
contribution, then please visit
www.royalsignalsassociation.co.uk/bikeride

Ted Flint
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It is appropriate that my first wor ds in The Wire should be to
thank Alan for all his support in the lead up to me taking over as
editor and to wish him and Sue all the very best for when they
finally retire to France. It is my aim to try and maintain the high
standard that Alan has set, achievable, | hope, through a
continuation of the numer ous quality articles submitted and,
thankfully, the support of my Assistant editor Amy.

My first impressions — there is a lot of news coming in from units,
organisations and individuals with only a limited amount of space
to publish it all. As we try to maintain a level of curr ency the
preference is to publish articles as close to the event as possible,
so to get as much in as possible we may have to edit down some
of your contributions or leave out some of your photographs.
Please do not be offended, it is not a slight on your article but a
solution to what we see as a problem we are happy to have.

The other request that is becoming mor e popular is the inclusion
of a montage of photographs with articles, principally fr om Units
returning from operational tours. We are happy to provide this
service but the key areas to consider are that firstly it does take
up a lot of space and secondly please consider the quality and
variance of the material submitted. The subjects in the
foreground may change, but if the backgr ound is the same, any
montage will not have the desired impact.

Enough said on my first impressions. The simple fact is that Amy
and | are here to produce your magazine with your news, reports

and information. Please keep submitting your articles and we will
continue to try and meet all your aspirations.
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(L to R) LCpl Harry Keen (2 Sigs), Cpl Alan Mofatt (1 UK ADSR),
Capt Gareth Davies (10 Sigs) and Cpl Ben Ronner (10 Sigs) in the
semi-finals of the Corps Snowboar d Cross Championship held in
Rauris, Austria. Photo by Maj Stuart Gunson, Royal Signals.

Authors alone are responsible for the content of their articles. The opinions expr essed in the articles of this publication ar e those of the
individual authors and do not necessarily r eflect the policy and views, of ficial or otherwise, of the Royal Corps of Signals or the Ministry of
Defence. All articles and submissions are published at the discr etion of the Editor.
This publication may contain of ficial information. It should be tr eated with discretion by the recipient.

Printed by Holbrook Printers Ltd, Norway Road, Hilsea, Portsmouth  © Crown Copyright



MOVEMENTS

Name and Rank

MARCH 2010
Maj K Grice

Maj P Whitehouse
Capt JA Cr owe
Capt MS Rai

APRIL 2010
Maj MJ Cowie
Maj CP Gill

Maj PA Horton
Maj PJ McElwee
Capt JEG Barr
Capt AR Bunting
Capt J Calder
Capt SL Calland
Capt NS Clay
Capt JN Copeland
Capt JVB Corrin
Capt RJ Faramus
Capt MI Fawcett
Capt NM Jef ferson
Capt AR Kelly
Capt JG Phillips
Capt AC Roach
Capt DG Sleigh
Capt R Shrestha
Capt SM Watts
Lt TM Collins

2Lt MA Bennett
2Lt BJ Br own

2Lt LT Crane

2Lt A Gifford

2Lt GAK Hawke
2Lt AH Hynes

2Lt JS McEvoy
2Lt SA Mitchell
2Lt DW Prady

2Lt PJ Roberts
2Lt MS Rose

2Lt BPDC Rowson
2Lt JP Triddon

MAY 2010

Maj SA Bason

Maj G Blondel

Maj RJ Darlington
Maj CG McGinley
Maj F Nelson

Maj R Pun

Maj RJ Pye

Capt N Bhandari
Capt A Bur dus
Capt E-L Camer on
Capt RL Canale
Capt R Dray

Capt D Goodenough
Capt SJ Hutchinson
Capt DA Lish

Capt JA Mar ch
Capt CH Mikulla
Capt WJF Morris
Capt KL Oldridge
Capt JG Simpson
Capt JS Skimins
Capt B Thor nton
Capt GJ Topps

Unit to which posted

............... 102 Log Bde HQ Sig Sgn
............... 71 (Y) Sig Regt

............ CSD, DCCIs

............... 1 Mech Bde - 215 Sgn

.............. RC (S)

.............. DGISS, DES

............ 22 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
.............. 21 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
102 Log Bde

HQ 52 Inf Bde - 258 Sgn
4/73 (Sphinx) Bty

JAG

2 (NC) Sig Bde HQ
.............. 11 Sig Regt, DCCIS
Maternity Leave

HQ SOInC(A)-CSD Ntwks
.............. 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
16 Air Asslt Bde

ECM Tp

.............. DGISS, DES

1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
ATC (P) 2 Regt

HQ 11 Sig Bde

21 Sig Regt

3 Para

............ 14 Sig Regt (EW)
............ 3 (UK) Div - 206 Sgn
............ 16 Sig Regt - 230 Sgn
............ 3 (UK) Div - 202 Sgn
............ 21 Sig Regt - 244 Sgn
............ 22 Sig Regt - 217 Sgn
............ 30 Sig Regt - 256 Sgn
............ 7 Sig Regt - 229 Sgn
............ 16 Sig Regt - 255 Sgn
............ 14 Sig Regt (EW)
............ 10 Sig Regt - 251 Sgn
............ 7 Sig Regt - 232 Sgn
............ 22 Sig Regt - 217 Sgn

............ HQ London District
............ DCI (A)

............... BATUS Main

............... 4 Mech Bde

HQ DCCIs

USSO Network Support
............ MS Soldiers

............ 30 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
............ 30 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
RC(S)

14 Sig Regt (EW)

7 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
.............. 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
USSO CBM (L) BWM UK
1 NSB - 628 Sig Tp

2 Sig Regt

102 Log Bde - 262 Sgn
22 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
............ HQ 1 Sig Bde

.............. JSSU (Cyp) - 1ASEC
............ HQ LWCTG (G)
.............. 2 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
.............. 11 Sig Regt, DCCIS

Name and Rank

Capt D Winfield
Lt CM Karumba
Lt RG Tudhope

JUNE 2010

Maj K Gurung
A/Maj KW Kerr
A/Maj T Khamcha
A/Maj DB Longmuir
A/Maj AB Lothian
Capt P Ale

Capt MPE Angove
Capt JJ Cade
Capt D Clarke
Capt DW Dunbar
Capt SE Fidler
Capt L Gurung
Capt PT Haughton
Capt W Howar d
Capt TJ Lappin
Capt GE Middleton
Capt RA Moody
Capt AA Nicholls
Capt KP Overton
Capt T Rai

Capt J Reeves
Capt CR Scott
Capt PR White
A/Capt AK Burki
Lt HH Barter

JULY 2010
Maj EF Clee

Maj TP Crane
Maj Y Gurung
Maj M Keech

Maj SC Keilty

Maj MC McCorry
Maj A Patterson
Maj MP Purves
Maj B Williams
Maj PA Williams
A/Maj WJ Cardwell
A/Maj PJ Hatton
A/Maj JR Stillie
A/Maj DJ W atson
A/Maj ZK White
Capt JT Arthurs
Capt S Brown
Capt ACE Bur dge
Capt P Ceaser
Capt L Davis
Capt RS Dyer
Capt P Emsen
Capt IM Fawcett
Capt AR Fletcher
Capt PA Hay
Capt M Holden
Capt PA Jordan
Capt S Lord
Capt AP McBean
Capt NA McGr egor
Capt J Nixon
Capt D O'Neill
Capt RA Owens
Capt J Renshaw
Capt KS Scaife

Unit to which posted

HQ ARRC
. HQ 19 Lt Bde - 209 Sgn
228 Sig Sgn

261 Sig Sgn HQ

HQ Land - CTS Div
DGISS, DES

CVHQ

3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
30 Sig Regt

............ 7 Armd Bde - 207 Sgn
............ CSD, DCCIS
............ CBFFI

............ 21 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
............ 7 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
22 Sig Regt

2 Sig Regt

............ DCI

.............. 37 Sig Regt (V)
............ DGISS, DES

............ 7 Sig Regt RHQ

30 Sig Regt

AFC(H)

CSD, DCCIS

14 Sig Regt (EW)

FD Trg Gp CISTAT (UK)
............ 10 Sig Regt - 251 Sgn
............ 90SU - FGW ES Sqgn
............ 10 Sig Regt - 225 Sgn

JSSU Digby - IMSC

2 Sig Regt

............ HQ 2 (SE) Bde

DI, ICSP

22 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
............ 1 Sig Regt, DCCIS
........... School of Transport

..... HQ SOInC(A)-CSD Ntwks
..... Eng Div Trg Ops, DCCIS
..... JCUFI

..... PJHQ - J6

TR 2 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
........... 2 (C of D) Sig Sqn (V)
..... .... C2DC Bowtag (North)
........... 10 Sig Regt RHQ Ops

.... HQ 11 Sig Bde

.............. 2 (NC) Sig Bde HQ
............ 7 Sig Regt HQ Sgn

1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
21 Sig Regt (AS)

11 Sig Regt, DCCIS

1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
2 Sig Regt HQ Sgn

10 Sig Regt - 600 Sig Tp
21 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
............ USSO HQ

............ 16 Air Asslt Bde- 216 Sgn
.............. DCTO Eng Ops, CIS
............ HQ SOINC(A) COS
............ 2 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
............ HQ Land CBM Div
.............. 11 EOD Regt RLC
............ DGISS, DES

............ 20 Armd Bde Sig Sgn
.............. 22 Sig Regt RHQ
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Name and Rank Unit to which posted
Capt DR Taylor
Capt GAD Thomas
Capt MD Wilfor d

............ 1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
............ 7 Sig Regt RHQ
............ 14 Sig Regt (EW)

AUGUST 2010

MajJC Boyle 2 (NC) Sig Bde HQ
Maj JT Cauldwell ... 30 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
Maj MW Harris .... 10 Sig Regt RHQ Ops
Maj GG Moody e DGISS, DES

Maj A Scott L HQ 5 Div

Name and Rank Unit to which posted

Maj AC Slack .. ISS

Maj MS Tivey BGSU, DCCIS

Capt PC Asplen DGISS, DES

Capt RL Clifford 21 Sig Regt (AS)

Capt AR Draper ... DGISS, DES

Capt NW Fletcher ... Eng Div Trg Ops, DCCIS
Capt PD James ... DGISS, DES

Capt RA McLeod ... DE&S

CaptBPlant Stabilisation Unit

Capt K Sturman ... HQ ARRC

NEWS FROM THE REGIMENTS

1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION Lo
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT 5
HERFORD

CO Lt Col F Hargr eaves OBE
RSM WO1 (RSM) W Dunbar

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON

oC Maj R Manning
SSM WO?2 (SSM) S Barrie

DECOMPRESSION TEAM CYPRUS 2010
- by SSgt (SQMS) Andy Humble

Decompression was formed due to the high rates of Operational
turn around Tri Service personnel were under, and is intended to
minimise the likelihood of Post Operational Stress, and raise the
awareness of signs and symptoms so it can be dealt with swiftly .

The decompression team was formed up from HQ Sqgn’s finest
soldiers including the OC Maj Manning , WO2 (SSM) Scott
Barrie , WO2 John Price , SSgt (SQMS) Sarah Staf f, SSgt
(SQMS) Andy Humble and Sgt John Cole .

The pre-advance party left Hammersmith Barracks at 0400hrs
Wed 3 Feb, a very cold and white mor ning, after WO2 Price
eventually managed to get his BMW up the hill in the snow fr om
the Mess... buy some winter tyres next time!!

We headed for security to board the flight destined for Paphos
only to find WO2 (SSM) Barrie still had hold of his Pace stick.
Obviously the airport staff had a problem with this and they wer e
not letting him fly unless it was in the hold luggage; with 5
minutes to spare we were all on the plane and looking forward to
no leg room for 4 hours.

The following day the rest of the decompr ession team arrived
including Capt Gaz Middleton, SSgt Reggie Cullumbine, Cpl
Drew Connor , LCpl Scouse Wilkes, LCpl Heynes and not
forgetting Sig Harrison, these are just a few and in total there
were twenty of HQ Sqn’s finest. We were all eager to get into
Radio Sonde and make the camp ready for the returning troops.

Soon it was the time for the tr oops from Op HERRICK to arrive
and we all had our places, Capt Middleton and his team met the
troops at the APOD and issued them with phone car ds, money
and beer tokens, (only five tokens). They were then escorted to
the cookhouse for some br eakfast before being herded on the
buses to get them to the beach. SSgt Cullumbine and her team
entertained the troops on Tunnel beach. It was rumoured that
Cfn Dutch Holland had been heard saying “why is it called
Tunnel beach?”, (There is a long tunnel you have to drive through
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to get to the beach) Cfn Holland was one never to stay awake.
After 3-4 hours on the beach we then ensured everyone arrived at
Radio Sonde, to be met by Maj Manning and SSgt (SQMS)
Staff.

After rooms had been sorted out it was time for the mandatory
briefings and a BBQ that was prepared by the resident chefs and
ably assisted by Sgt Cole , who provided good scof f throughout
our stay. The troops were then ushered into the marquee and
were well entertained by the CSE show for 2 hours and allowed
to consume their 5 beers.

Morning came and the troops were leaving, a quick breakfast and
onto the coaches to be transported down to the APOD. That was
our first group gone, only 2 more to go. Eventually that was us
finished with handing the camp over to the next decompr ession
team and the youngest Sgt | have ever seen in the RAF he must
have been all of 10 years old!!

After the Camp had been handed over Maj Manning authorised a
night out for the team in Paphos. Drivers and shark watch wer e
nominated (luckily), and a good night was had by all, apart fr om
Pte Ford, who collapsed stating he had been spiked, a trip to the
local hospital confirmed he was only dehydrated.

The next day Maj Manning organised a trip to see the sights of
Paphos and Aphrodite’s Rock, or as LCpl Heynes stated “it's a
pile of rocks”, however the trip was enjoyed by all, and even
WO2 Price managed to get out of his bed to go for a r ound of
golf.

All in all the Decompression team had a brilliant time in Cyprus,
hard work and a few socials at the end.

211 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj JO Lambeth
SSM WO2 (SSM) JCW Baxter

RECONSTITUTION AND MEDALS P ARADE - by LCpl H Acquah

On a cold and icy February evening in Herford, the soldiers on
rear party and the families of those deployed on Op HERRICK
gathered at the transformed gymnasium on Hammersmith
Barracks in keen anticipation of the impending arrival of our
troops from Afghanistan. The first wave of men and women
stepped off of the coach having just been deliver ed from
Hannover Airport and having spent the previous six months in
Afghanistan, providing and maintaining the communications



infrastructure throughout Helmand Province and beyond. But
now a new challenge of ‘keeping in step’ and ‘digging the heels
in’ faced our soldiers. As they marched towards the gym to the
tunes of Pipe Major Colwell’ s bagpipes, they were welcomed
with applause and the very moment they wer e fallen out the
children, wives and pet dogs rushed to embrace their long
missed parents, partners and owners.

N -a'?f

Major Emmerson embraces his wife and children

The second wave of returning soldiers, including the CO Lt Col
Hargr eaves OBE and WO1 (RSM) Dunbar, arrived two days
later to an equally impressive fan fare of bagpipes, applause,
confetti and flag waving.

Derek and Sarah Slowey with 7 week old Amilia

RECONSTITUTION PARTY

The party was held on 17 February at the gym in Harewood
Barracks as the first step in the reconstitution process.

The initial committee meeting was held in October 2009 and was
led by WO2 RQMS (T) Oz Rowley, with SSgt Martin Carver as
2IC and SSgt Jay Butler as IC build. Various tasks were
distributed among the committee with individuals made
responsible for advertising, sponsorship, security and build, the
dreaded risk assessments, and all the different entertainment
required on the night.

So with the background work complete, we started the build on
Mon 8 Feb. The first few days consisted mostly of er ecting tents
(which we are obviously experts at) laying carpets and setting up
tables and benches. Once this was complete we could start to
add the decoration and ‘titivation’. This was wher e we were
always confronted with the phrases “Do it nice or do it twice” and
“The devil is in the detail”, favourites that the RQ took a gr eat
deal of pleasure in repeating... A Lot!

The party began for the staff and committee members at 1800hrs
at which point they wer e to receive a fire and safety brief by SSgt

Butler . Nobody needs to know that he arrived at 1900hrs and
had to run around the staff to give individual briefs. All
committee members had been given responsibilities for the
evening. SSgt Butler was head of security and his team
consisted of Cpl Caulfield , Sig Robinson , Sig Wheatland and
Sig Green. On cloakroom duty were LCpl Jodie Williams and
Sig Hopper who did a smashing job of hanging people’ s coats —
although he did require some assistance lifting the heavier winter
ones! Sgt Charlie Hart, LCpl Scottie Robertson  and myself
were given the task of selling raffle tickets at the entrance and
later drawing the raffle and money tree. Cpl Jim Bradfor d set up
and controlled the live feed, which was a video camera, filming
the entertainments on the main stage which was r elayed through
to the adjoining marquee/large tent, this had a 60" TV so that the
people in the overspill area did not miss out on the
entertainments. Cpl Daz Fleetham and Cpl Jamie Smith were
responsible for the transport arrangements, and both claim that
forgetting the RSM was not done deliberately .

All guests had arrived and were seated by 1930hrs. Shortly after
the CO arrived and all were welcomed by the RQ. The chefs
delighted the guests with an assortment of food including an
Indian themed menu, a Mongolian bar and a Hog roast. The first
of the evening’s entertainment, the ‘Ord Brothers’ took to the
stage and sung a variety of chart hits for all the guests to sing
along to. Next was the greatly anticipated raffle, with everyone
gripping their seats with excitement in the hope of winning the
widescreen TV, and LCpl Fortune T ofa went on to win the top
money tree prize of 300 Euros and a prize courtesy of the PRI.
More entertainment followed including an excellent set fr om
Charleen White and her backing dancers, and later into the night
the Starfire disco kept everyone on the dance floor.

Throughout the evening the Regt had a fantastic time and r eally

let their hair down. This was highlighted at the end of the evening
with everyone leaving in high spirits ready for the following day’s
medal parade rehearsals.

The Adjt, Capt Laura Smith concluded that the party was a gr eat
success. The committee worked exceedingly har d and their
efforts have paid off. The Gym was unrecognisable and looked
more akin to an Offrs’ Mess Ball than an all ranks bash organised
on a shoe string budget. The food and entertainment wer e
fantastic and the atmospher e was great. The party achieved
what it was set out to and mor e besides, with the added bonus of
no discipline cases the following day — a resounding success in
my books!’

MEDALS PARADE

The normalisation week also involved a lot of de-kitting, briefings
and of course drill rehearsals for the medals parade and it
seemed like no time at all had passed and Friday was upon us.
The morning brought a final rehearsal and then everyone was set
to march on to the square with The Band of the Royal Corps of
Signals. Following a near perfect halt and a left turn the men and
women of 1 (UK) ADSR stood proudly to attention in fr ont of all
their loved ones as two cars drove their way onto the parade
square. First to exit was the local Burgermeister, Herr Bruno
Wollbrink followed by the SOInC(A) Brig Flint ADC and the
Corps RSM WOL1 Taylor. Shortly afterwards the CO reported the
Regiment ready and with little ado the SOInC(A), CO and
Burgermeister began to present the campaign medals. This was
followed by Brig Flint addressing the parade and passing on his
thanks and respect to all, a job well done to those that deployed,
a fantastic level of support fr om those back home and also
commendations to two soldiers, Cpl Trevor Carter and Sig
Lloyd. The Regt 2IC Maj Coatsworth then proceeded to read
their citations at which point we wer e all reminded that work for
the rest of the Regt didn’t stop for the parade when a chef with a
particularly noisy trolley decided that now was the time to
traverse the parade square. After being educated as to his bad
timing the chef then decided to quietly take the tr olley away.
After the citations the parade was then mar ched off the square,
fallen out to a well deserved lunch and post tour leave. See you
in April.

&
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Cpl Carter receiving the SOINC(A)s commendation

Credit for homecoming photos - Herr Kiel-Steimpkamp from Neue
Westfélische newspaper

ALAMEIN TROOP

ocC Lt KG Hudson
SSgt SSgt MJ Tiplady

Having just received 5 Bulldog AFVs back from Bovington after
conversion, Alamein Tp are now in full swing with the
preparations for Ex FLYING RHINO, which is just on the horizon.
In March we said goodbye to Sig Barguss , Sig Parnell and Sig
Price who are off to WSU, 3 DSR and 21 Sig Regt respectively,
while welcoming Cpl Baker and Cpl Parker to the team. The Tp
would like to congratulate Sig ‘Yoda’' Yarrick and his wife on the
arrival of their first child together.

Kept busy with ex prep and PACEXs, the Tp have still found time
to send people away on Adventurous Training such as Ex
DIAMOND DOWNHILL and a touch of sky diving at Bad
Lippspringe. The Tp has also been involved with various sporting
events with LCpl ‘Dorris’ Day and Sig Burgoyne going away to
compete in the BA(G) Climbing Championships, LCpl Blakeley
along with Sig Rowe (from Alma Tp) winning the runners up prize
at the BFG Orienteering Team Championships and both Sig
Watson and Sig Jenkins travelling back to the UK to r epresent
the Regt at Aldershot playing Basketball.

After a short bit of Easter leave the Tp are readying up for the
deployment to the Czech Republic and the setting up for the
Divisional Ex FLYING RHINO 10.

MANAGEMENT SKIING

February 2010, what better time for the management of 1 (UK)
ADSR to cut away on a quick skiing hekday expedition for a week
in Oberstdorf, kindly organised by Capt Lyons. Everyone
managed to meet at the lodge on Monday 22 February, where we
were going to be staying for the next few days. The Tp Comds,
having stopped of f in the very welcoming city of Munich for a
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couple of nights on the way fr om Herford, were a little worse for
wear but more than ready to take on the slopes the following day .
After a very detailed and thorough 15 minute brief on timings for
Tuesday'’s departure for the slopes of Nebelhorn by Capt

‘Rennie’ Renshaw , Maj Manning stepped in and managed to
summarise everything in a single sentence ‘8.30, you're either on
the bus or you aint goin skiing'.

Tuesday came and everyone donned their (in some cases very
luminous) salopettes and jackets, packed their skis and headed
for Nebelhorn. The group consisted of a range of talent, fr om
those that had been skiing for years to those whose experience

of skiing consisted of sitting comfortably in an armchair watching
the Winter Olympics. Everyone decided to get their ski legs at a
leisurely pace by going down a couple of nice, easy going blue
slopes at which point a flash of gr ey went past at no less than
mach 10. Surely everyone had just witnessed a pro on the slopes
and had all been left eating his piste, this impr ession was short
lived when 2 seconds later Lt ‘The Hurricane’ Hudson creamed
in at the bottom of the slope in spectacular fashion. After quite
some time on the slopes the fog came in and set visibility to zer o,
everyone then came to the agreement that it was apres ski time.
After drinking some very curious drinks we all r eturned to the
lodge for a well received spaghetti bolognaise dinner.

Wednesday arrived and it was time to hit the slopes again, this
time those of Fellhorn. The group split in two with Capt Denton
and the majority of the Tp Comds going for a bit of of f piste
action. The other group, with Maj Coatsworth making his debut,
deciding to stick firmly to the piste - with the exception of one
incident concer ning a certain Tp Comd almost testing his
insurance to the limit by doing what can only be described as
base jumping without a parachute of f the edge of the slope.
Thankfully all body parts were intact and no harm was done and
everyone enjoyed a second day of skiing, again followed by the
mandatory aprés ski complete with dodgy cocktails that in no
doubt were curdling in our stomachs. Then later a fantastic curry
accompanied by what may have been the best onion bhajis in the
world prepared by the expedition’s cooking team, solely
consisting of Cpl Limbu . That night we had a quiz in the lodge
the results of which could perhaps, maybe, possibly be said to
depend on rank rather than the actual number of questions
answered correctly but was fun nonetheless.

Thursday was the final day skiing and compar ed to the last
couple, was relatively uneventful. As with the previous days
everyone found themselves dodging the huge number of kids on
the slopes as they were skiing. The week was enjoyed by all and
was a welcome break from the normal routine of Regt life but it
was time to head back to Herfor d and return to work.

EXERCISE DIAMOND DOWNHILL - by Sig Trask

Excitement filled the air as we were getting ready to depart on a
long anticipated Skiing Expedition to Austria. W e paraded early
on Monday 22 February preparing, both our kit and ourselves, for
the 7 hour minibus jour ney south to Bludesch that awaited us.
The whole trip seemed to go in no time at all, as most of us wer e
asleep for the ride, SSgt Tiplady on the other hand may have a
slightly different opinion seeing as he had to drive. Sure enough
7 hours after setting off we arrived at the Austrian Army camp
where we would be staying for the next week. Upon arriving we
didn’t hesitate in stuffing our faces with cereal and as many ham
and cheese sandwiches that we could without physically
regurgitating them. Then it was off to the slopes.

The first place we went to was just outside of Klosterle and called
Sonnenkopf. After waiting to get our kit, behind a very long
gueue of tourists for a very long time, we made our way up the
mountain. On the way up the group were made aware of an
amusing fact, Sig Short is scared of heights. So while the group
enjoyed the fantastic views from the gondola, Sig Short was
busy hugging the rails with his eyes squeezed shut.

For the next couple of days we took it steady , trying to get our ski
legs back on. And for those that wer e new to it, trying to find out



what ski legs were. We had separated into two gr oups,
beginners and experienced, and although | put myself in the
experienced group | found that it was taking me a little longer to
get back into the swing of things. It' s safe to say that everyone
on the slope had their fair share of trips and tumbles.

On the third day we all ventured to a place called Lech, where the
snow was fine and the slopes were steep. LCpl Day had
managed to pick things up r elatively quickly and break free from
the beginners group, joining the likes of SSgt Tiplady , Sig
Burgoyne , Sig Richar dson-Sherratt and myself. Luckily by this
point | had improved and narrowly avoided being relegated into
the other group.

After another good days skiing it was now the fifth day of the trip.
We had awful weather and while on the mountain we experienced
a white out. It's surprising how much harder it is to ski when
you're blind. It was freezing and the wind was strong so we
decided to drive to Zurs and find better conditions. However we
were met by flat light, which is wher e sky is the same colour as
the snow and you cannot tell bumps fr om flat snow, this proved
amusing... for most.

After a couple more days experimentation with snowboar ds and
black runs it was the end of our expedition and we left Austria
early the next morning. The drive back was a little bit on the
boring side but Sig Richar dson-Sherratt entertained us with
some Chuck Norris facts — apparently Chuck Norris is the reason
why Wally is hiding.

Overall the adventure training was awesome, everyone had a
brilliant time, all of us gained a lot of experience and successfully
passed our basic ski proficiency. Roll on the next skiing
expedition, my name will definitely be one of the first down for it.

ALMA TROOP - by Sig Rowe & Sig Taylor

oC 2Lt S McNeillie
SSgt SSgt P ‘Smudge’ Smith

Over the past few months Alma Tp has been all change, Sig
Powell and Sig McClean have been posted in and Sig Scott has
moved on to 2 Sig Regt. The Tp has also taken over a fleet of
cormorant vehicles and been preparing for Ex FLYING RHINO 10
in April and May.

The start of 2010 was a busy one for Alma Tp. Once February
had come around and the troop had settled in their new garages,
having given the lines on the floor a lick of paint, a lot of the Tp
took to Regtl sport in a very big way . Many of the Tp had a go at
football, 7 of the Regtl team come fr om Alma Tp. We also had Tp
members involved in cricket, skiing, cr oss country, basketball,
rock climbing, rugby and orienteering, with Sig ‘Chubbs’

Warwick winning the best individual under 18 at the BFG
Orienteering Championships.

It is not all sports for Alma Tp as ten members took part in Ex
BLAZING BATTLEAXE. This was a Bowman orientated exerise
that also in involved GD coming over to put on a few
presentations. Many of the Tp found this of gr eat benefit. During
this ex the Tp visited the new ELAB classroom and had a Combat
lesson, for many of the Tp this was the first time they had

touched Combat since leaving the RSS so the day tur ned out to
be a massive learning curve for the Tp.

On 1 March the first lorry load of Cormorant kit tur ned up and the
hard work began. The comms vehicles weren't far behind,
turning up just a few days later. With Ex FLYING RHINO just over
a month away the Tp had no time to waste and started checking
kit and doing comms checks almost instantly . In the following
weeks, with 9 of the Tp away on a Cormorant Operator course
and only a handful of Cormorant trained people in the garages,
many of the Tp struggled to get their heads r ound the kit at first.
But with a little persistence and the r eturn of the other 9 newly
Cormorant trained Operators it seems the Tp now fully
understand the system.

Finally Sigs Flynn, Gemmell and McColl took part in a charity
tri-athlon organised by the QM(T)'s Dept. Their team, named ‘The
Mighty Alma Troop’, won the competition overall, so well done to
the boys there. All in all Alma Tp have been very busy recently
and there is no sign of let up but this is how the boys like it!

THE VOXTRUP MARCHES - by Cpl Everett

The Voxtrup March is an annual charity event organised by the
Bundeswehr Reserve based in what used to be Osnabruck
Garrison. Since the Garrison closed numbers entering the event
have dwindled and this was to be the 34th and final annual race.
With that in mind teams across BFG flocked to compete in the
last ever race... 211 Sig Sqgn being no exception!

The day started on a sunny but cold Satur day morning in late
February. After going through the fairly seamless ‘efficient’
German process of registering, the 211 teams gathered in the Fire
Station house from where the event was being run. We were
surprised at how many UK military teams had enter ed, and our
initial optimism of being the only fit team in the event quickly
vanished as teams from across BFG began registering. Having
noted the number of people with wings and daggers on their
arms we formed our own private inter tr oop event amongst 211.
Luckily we had SSgt Smudge Smith on hand to stoke up the
rivalries and question the fitness and commitment of the teams
from Alamein and Mons Tps.

The race got underway at around 10 o’clock with the sun shining.
Alma Tp quickly moved through the field and began to pull away
in second place. Unfortunately having put good distance
between ourselves and the rest of the field Sig Hoppy Hopkins
began to develop an injury that hinder ed his running ability.
Despite many motivational comments fr om SSgt Smith it began
to look like a bridge too far and we slipped down into fourth spot.
Credit though to Sig Hopkins in spite of his obvious discomfort
he kept going.

vy

SSgt Smith, Sig Hopkins & Cpl Everett

The course was quite hilly and we had useful Bundeswehr and
civilian marshals out around the route to guide us the right way .
Many of whom seemed to believe the finish was ‘just r ound the
next corner’ much to Sig Hopkins’ disgust after the 5th hill and
20th corner we’d gone round.

We held onto fourth spot and cr ossed the line at around 1115
which was a very respectable time for a 12 km boot run. Not
long after us the next Alma Tp team finished with Mons and
Alamein bringing up the rear, graciously allowing all the female
teams to finish before them (such gentleman).

The prize giving turned out to be a fairly epic af fair, with
everybody seemingly being given a bottle of wine or whisky .
Luckily refreshments were provided free of charge and we were
able to rehydrate ourselves with plenty of free beer. Having
received our trophy and a memento of our visit we got back in
the bus and headed to the Osnabruck branch of the Royal British
Legion. Here we were treated to Goulash, pasta and a few more
beers before time moved on and we had to set of f for Herford.
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All'in all it was a good day and a good chance to impr ove
relations with the German community and the Bundeswehr as
well as raising hundreds of Euro’s for the Royal British Legion
Poppy appeal. This being the last ever Voxtrup March, we shall
now endeavour to find another such local event to test ourselves
for charity on a Saturday morning in the near future!

MINDEN TROOP

oC 2Lt R Bonner
SSgt SSgt A Raby

Minden welcomes two new additions to the Tp, Sig Clayton
arriving from 21 Sigs and LCpl Naivalu , destined to be our new
star rugby player! The Tp is soon to say goodbye to their Tp
Comd, as she departs 211 Sig Sqn and arrives in 212 Sig Sgn
following their return from theatre, bringing with it much banter
and little abuse from her fellow 211 members!!

Congratulations go out to SSgt Raby and his wife Karen on the
birth of their 4th child, Oliver, who, we are led to believe, has the
eating and sleeping habits of his father!

Cpl Sim must be commended on his excellent ef forts on Ex
RHINO POPPY in which he completed hundreds of miles on a
charity bike ride, raising in excess of £13,000 for Help for Her oes.

In preparation for Ex FLYING RHINO 10, we have seen TM Tp
temporarily merge with Minden Tp, providing a more structured
and beneficial set up particularly for the imminent P ACEXs.

BASKETBALL - by 2Lt Bonner

Following their success at the BA (G) inter unit tournament, 1 (UK)
ADSR female basketball team were entered into the Army Cup
Finals of which we had just under thr ee weeks to prepare...it was
time to start training! The team consisted of 2Lt Bonner, LCpl
Lyle, LCpl Whyte, Bdr Gallagher , Pte Mer cer, Sig Cartledge,

Sig Jenkins, Sig T aylor, Sig Watson and Sig Wheeler .

Despite some of the girls having never touched a basketball
before, the improvements and skill level they were displaying
towards the end of training was a remarkable achievement, and
highlighted the dedication and har d work they took forwar d into
every session. Of course, these skills did not just appear from
nowhere, they were taught by our two ‘Jedi’ s’ of basketball, Cpl
Chombe and LCpl Ferguson . We thank them both for all the
time and effort they put into coaching us.

So, after many frantic weeks of training, the time had come to
travel to the UK, a long journey when in possession of only one
music CD, however, all the girls were in good spirits thr oughout.
The first day saw the men’s basketball competition start, an
opportunity for us to go over any last minute training issues and
the many possible rule infringements (I'm still not sur e I'm familiar
with them all!) Then the day came for us to start the female
competition. At this stage we wer e totally unaware what to
expect and what the standar d would be. We would soon find
out... we were on first! We successfully made it through the
quarter final rounds, and eventually nestled into our game plan
well, with great play from Sig Jenkins (who went on to get
selected for Army trials). The girls showed a great attitude
throughout and were determined to do the best we could.

Then came the semi finals. Despite a resilient performance by 1
(UK) ADSR our opponents were too strong for us and walked
away winners. The 1 (UK) ADSR girls never let their heads dop,
and put in a commendable effort throughout the build up training
and the tournament itself.

BA(G) CLIMBING CHAMPIONSHIPS - by Sig Allan

On 9 March 2010 members of 1 (UK) ADSR, 211 SIG SQN,
comprising of 2Lt Bonner, Cpl Paul Birkett, LCpl ‘Dorris’ Day
Sig Scott Allan, Sig Steve Burgoyne, Sig Sam Davis, Sig Carl
Eccles, Sig Dan Rowe and Sig T om Gemmel , deployed to the
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‘Big Wall’' in Ahlen to undergo an induction day befor e the main
event the following day. The training was a basic refresher for
most, but it was all completely new for a few members of the
team. The training included learning to tie in properly using a
standard figure of eight knot and a little belaying. The day went
well and was a much needed training session for safety purposes
and for the actual climbing itself.

The next day the championships started and, despite the training
day, we were all a bit nervous as there was twice the amount of
competitors than expected. W e got our kit and awaited the
opening briefs. There were 5 climbs in total, 4 preliminary climbs
which decided which class you would go into for your final climb.
Unfortunately none of us got into the elite category but LCpl Day
and Sig Allan climbed well enough to get them in to the middle
category. They placed in the top three, however there was a mix
up with the scoring and did not r eceive any medals.

The teams themselves did well considering the amount of
competitors and despite the lack of climbing experience they
were still able to place in the top thir d which was much better
than expected. LCpl Day excelled considering it was his first
time climbing and even though he went on all day saying how
afraid of heights he was. A mention has to go out to Sig Eccles
as well, it was also his first time climbing and did very well
considering his lack of experience and the dif ficulty of the climbs.

So although we didn’t win anything and went home empty
handed a good day was had and morale was still high for the
journey back to camp with everyone swearing to come back next
year and not leave empty handed again.

MONS TROOP - by Sgt P Levin

oC 2Lt R Painter
SSgt SSgt J Butler

Preparation for Ex FLYING RHINO 2010 is continuing with
communication tests and building tents, an integral part of all
Divisional exercises. All of our BOWMAN equipment is back with
the ‘all new’ BCIP 5.4 uplift modifications and will be tested and
utilised in the forthcoming months.

The PNCO cadre course is in sight and the pre-course training is
under way with revision of a range of lessons such as combat
estimates and the orders process. Taking part in the PNCO from
MonsTp is LCpl Bates, LCpl Gibbons and LCpl Tweddle .

Sgt Barrie Davies along with other members of the tr oop and
unit have been away taking part in Ex RHINO POPPY which is a
1000 mile charity bike ride around all of the Anglo/Welsh Rugby
clubs accumulating with the delivery of the match ball befor e the
kick off of the final. | leave with the words of our illustrious Tp
Staffy SSgt Jay Butler : “Give a little, give a lot! Just give
something!!!”

EXERCISE SNOW SPANNER - by 2Lt R Painter

Ex SNOW SPANNER was the REME winter sports championship,
consisting of Nordic skiing, Alpine skiing and Snow Boar ding.
The competition was held in the beautiful town of Les
Contamines-Montjoie in the French Alps. Under the Direction of
SSgt Hanks , 1 (UK) ADSR deployed out to France in strength to
undergo an intense two weeks of competition skiing.

The Nordic teams consisted of 12 people in total, which wer e
split into three, the A-team; Capt Denton, SSgt Thorpe, Sgt
Matty and Sig Smith . The B-team; SSgt Hanks, LCpl Leaker ,
Cfn Gregson and Sig Wilson . The third team consisted of 2Lt
Painter, Sig Simms and Sig Delpeache . The final member of
the Nordic team was Sig Harris but he sustained a knee injury
during the first race and was RTU'd. The A-team came first in the
4 x 2Km skate sprint race and second in every other event of the
competition. The B-team was able to secur e a strong hold on
fourth place but had 29 Commando who just beat them to the
finish on most events.



The Alpine team was made up of Cpl Hancox, Cpl Camer on and
LCpl Chombe , for the majority of them it was the first time
competing on skis. Starting near the bottom of the pack, the
team worked its way into the top thir d and along with the Nor dic
team, won the Combined Cup.

1 (UK) ADSR was thanked for its participation and awarded the
‘Spirit of the Meet’. The award is given to the team who have
embodied the spirit of the competition. With the skiing season
over, 1 (UK) ADSR winter teams return home with a number of
medals and prizes and look forward to next season.

EXERCISE RHINO POPPY - by Sgt Baz Davies

Ex RHINO POPPY was a 1000 mile charity bike ride in aid of the
Royal British Legion and Help for Heroes piggy backing the Anglo
Welsh Cup. A competition between the top 12 clubs in England
and the 4 regional teams in Wales. The ride will visit all the clubs
and both the RFU and WRU. The team consisted of the following
personalities: Maj Jim Lambeth (the only one to do the whole
distance), 2Lt McNeillie , SSgt Jay Butler , Sgt Martin Bentley ,
Sgt Baz Davies , Sgt Niki Dearing , Sgt Dan Tucker, Cpl Paul
Sim, LCpl Mark Glancy , LCpl Ash Gibbons , Sig Joe Birtles and
Sig Ryan Trask.

On the 12th March a slightly bleary eyed RHINO POPPY team left
Hammersmith Barracks in Herford on route to Calais, and the
start of our great cycling adventure. After the ground rush of the
prior weeks’ preparations and late nights finalising the exact r oute
it was great to be setting off, although not without the German
winter delivering us a final sting from its tail. We left Herford
under yet another (and by now, most unwelcome) blanket of
snow, which only served to remind us how limited our time
training on the road has been for what we all know will be a
massive challenge.

Day 1 — Newcastle to Leeds

We set off from Newcastle Falcons at 0600hrs on a crisp Sunday
morning. After wondering around Newcastle, Sgt Tucker was the
first team member to give the rest of us something to laugh about
when he became the first to visit the floor.

We arrived at our first stop just outside county Durham. A r elief
for some, but it gave us an opportunity to tell the admin team
about Sgt Tucker’ s fall, for which he then received renewed
banter from the admin team as well as the cycling group. This
was the admin team'’s first time aiding us and with no ef fort did a
really good job. On arrival we each had a brew with our personal
boxes laid out for us. However | feel Sig Trask needs to be put
on remedial coffee making.

Day 2 — Leeds to Leicester via Sale

The second day started with a bit of faf fing, trying to
get out of Leeds. After forty minutes and six miles of
ups, downs, ins and outs thr ough side streets, we
finally made it onto the road we wanted, but befor e we

near vertical roads would spell the end for Sgt Tucker for the day
as well; good knees seemed to be running out fast on this
adventure. The lads cracked on and seemed to be on a flyer for
the remainder of the leg. They arrived at the Leicester Tigers
stadium in the dark, and absolutely drained. We all hoped that
the following day would bring flatter r oads, and a nice tail wind.
Bring on the miles.

Day 3 — Leicester to High Wycombe

So we set off on Tuesday, the third day, at 0610. Compared to
the previous day we flew. Gone were the ‘horrendous mountains
of the Pennines’ (well they felt like it) to the gentle rolling hills of
Leicestershire. Taking in Northampton Saints, Rugby and
Banbury, where we had lunch with the admin team setting up at
Tesco’s. 2Lt McNeillie won over the local staff so much so that
they even came searching for him. His fan club? No. Appar ently
he’d failed to pay for his lunch. Red faced and to the cheers of
the lads he scampered back to pay for his doughnuts! At this
stage we were doing well and were ahead of schedule with our
next planned stop at Bicester.

Whilst the cyclists were making their way to High Wycombe,
home of London Wasps, the admin team were invited to have a
look around Prodrive, the company behind the Subaru’s success
in the World Rally Championships. After an hour of looking,
sitting, touching and dr ooling over the cars we had to leave and
catch up with the riders. W e then pressed on to Wasps to set up
for another photo shoot.

Day 4 — High Wycombe to Thatcham

On the morning of day 4, we eventually prised ourselves from our
luxury RAF transit accommodation at HQ Air Command; it was of f
to Saracens at Vicarage Road Stadium in Watford. Any pretence
that today’s ride was going to be easy was very quickly blown out
of the water with a brisk ‘warm up’ climb fr om the centre of High
Wycombe up Amersham Hill. This was certainly steeper than
any of the climbs we’d encounter ed in the Pennines or the Peaks,
and the view wasn'’t a patch on Derbyshire either.

We got to Saracens in one piece, and met up with former club
and England player Richar d Hill MBE for our stadium photo.
Next stop was the English RFU HQ at Twickenham. What
appeared to be a relatively straightforward journey turned into a
navigational nightmare, culminating in a death defying trundle
along the A40, competing with all the traf fic from the M40
travelling into London. Not an experience any of us would care
to repeat. From Twickenham it was a very short hop over the
road to Harlequins at ‘The Stoop’ for a photo opportunity with
Nils Mor dt, then on to London Irish HQ at ‘The Avenue’ where
we had another photo call, this time with Paul Hodgson .

== W

London Irish 0.

could get going we had to stop and change a punctur e
on Sgt Dearing’ s bike. We were finally on our way, |
looking forward to riding over a few bumps in the r oad,
called the Pennines. As we found our first couple of
hills to climb, LCpl Glancy decided that his knee had
had enough, and we had to leave him behind. We
then discovered that it's no exaggeration to say that
the hills are massive.

After conquering Everest, we eventually made it to
Sale Sharks Stadium. The admin team were on the
ball and some hot scof f was waiting along with a br ew.
After filling up on calories and fluids, Maj Lambeth

and Cpl Sim, gave an interview to 107 Pure FM, which
was then followed by a photo opportunity with Sale
Sharks’ Steve Hanley . We then set off for Leicester.
On the way we came across another set of bumps in
the road, called the Peak District. These lovely but

The Team at London Irish with Paul Hodgson
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Day 5 — Thatcham to Gloucester

The day started with one in the minibus and 7 on the r oad, but
after about 20 miles the one became three and at the first rest
stop it became four, as the pace and injuries took their toll. The
first part of the day was to Bath Rugby Club, wher e the Royal
British Legion had sent a welcoming committee to meet the
cyclists as they came in.

Once all the photos had been taken, the team wer e ready to be
off again. Sig Birtles , one of the minibus crew, decided to get
back on his bike and cycle the r emaining distance to Gloucester.
On route to Gloucester, Sgt Dearing also decided he wanted to
finish the day on his bike, so only 10 miles out we dr opped him
off to wait for the rest of the cyclists. At Gloucester Rugby club
we were met by the RBL'’s district chairman, who had or ganised a
meet and greet for the team later that evening. At the meet and
greet we were hosted by the RBL and were introduced to two
local MPs. As the team was up early the next day we wer e ready
to leave after a couple of hours, but not befor e we were
presented with two cheques for £500 each, one for the RBL and
the other for H4H. Both were very much appreciated. Then it was
off to bed ready for another hard day in the saddle.

Day 6 — Gloucester to Llanelli

The day started with a bit of a dilemma for the team, ‘was it left
or right out of the TA centre?’. They went left but should have
gone right, but never mind they ended up going the right way
soon enough. But only 5 miles into the day, LCpl Glancy
experienced more knee trouble and had to call for the r ecovery
wagon to come and pick him up. The r est of the team then
carried onto Newport wher e they were met with a warm welcome
from the RBL which the lads really appreciated. At Newport, my
sister joined the team. Seeing as it was my idea | needed
someone from my family to ride and as my sister does it as a very
serious hobby, it was a no brainer. From Newport, it was onto
Cardiff to see the WRU and Cardiff Blues, where the team had
some hot scoff and a brew before setting off for the last two
clubs for the day.

The last two clubs were the Ospreys and the Llanelli Scarlets.
The route from Cardiff took in some very nice views and hills, but
as it was Wales the weather is always the cause of many jokes. It
was the same today. As the team neared the Brecon Beacons
the heavens opened and didn’t stop. So instead of having a
team of cyclists arrive in Swansea we had a team of dr owned
rats. From Swansea it was onto Llanelli where we hosted again
by the RBL and the Royal Naval Club.

The Final

Three hours of rolling round Worcestershire’s back roads and
country lanes saw us comfortably on track to make up our
mileage deficit. So at 1030 we headed into Evesham for a photo-
call and to say hello to the RBL representatives there that'd come

out to support us. Sgt Bentley and | chatted to a former Royal
Signals Radio Tech who'd served in the Corps in the 1950’ s.
He'd heard about our ride and travelled in from 20 miles outside
Evesham to come and wish us well. The Mayor, Alan Booth
was also a former Corps man. Certa Cito my friends.

After a quick brew and more photos, all eight cyclists saddled up
for the final 17 miles in to Sixways Stadium, home to the
Worcester Warriors Rugby Club and the venue for this year's LV=
Trophy final. For the first time since we'd been in Leeds there
wasn’t a single rider nursing sore knees or ankles in the minibus.
More rolling through the fantastic English countryside with the
sun beating down was a perfect end to the 1000 miles, and a
welcome change from the torrential rain and wind of the past
couple of days.

Watching the stadium fill up with Gloucester and Northampton
fans, and then seeing the players warming up was probably the
first time any of us had thought about carrying the ball onto the
pitch. All of a sudden it seemed very real and we all started to
feel a little apprehensive about our moment in the spotlight.
Fortunately no one wanted us to attempt any drill on the pitch,
and, save for Maj Lambeth almost wandering off in the wrong
direction after he'd put the ball down, it all went smoothly . Our
friend in PR at the English RFU was good to his word, and had
managed to get us on page 5 of the match pr ogramme, so many
of the fans were already aware of what we’'d been up to on our
journey to Sixways. We even got a standing ovation from them
as we walked off the pitch. | suspect this is the first and last
time any of us will ever get this from 9500 strangers!

With the match under way, it was down to the serious business of
fund-raising for our charities. The Gloucester and Northampton
fans were incredibly generous and seemed to really want to
donate to our cause. Thank you to all those who were so
generous with their donations, and thank you too to Kelly Tucker
(Sgt Tucker' s better half), his sister, and mum, Sandra, who
unashamedly used their powers of female persuasion to the
benefit of our charity collection ef forts. SSgt Butler was an
equally enthusiastic collector, and fuelled with a couple of ciders,
threw himself wholeheartedly into persuading the fans to hand
over their spare change for charity. After what turned out to be a
cracking match, won by the Northampton Saints 31/24, L V=
invited us for a drink and to meet the players in their corporate
hospitality lounge.

The team would like to thank all the members of the Corps, past
and present, who have given their time and effort to make the
event happen and to be a success. So far we have raised
£13314.

To enable us to reach a respectable £20000 we have some
signed merchandise from all the clubs we visited which we will be
auctioning off via our website. For more information go to:
www.rhinopoppy.co.uk. In the words of SSgt Butler “Give a little,
give a lot, give something.”

ANA

2nd SIGNAL REGIMENT :
0/ YORK )
vl

CO Lt Col AR Knott
RSM WO1 (RSM) A Combe

Following a ferocious winter, the sun has eventually started to
shine again in York. After several exercises in pretty adverse
conditions, this change is much welcomed as the Regt moves
into the final phases of its preparations for Op HERRICK.

219 Sig Sgn braved Catterick Training Area in some of the
heaviest snow seen in years, whilst 246 (Ghurka) Sig Sgn made
use of the facilities at Blandford for some Sqn level training. Sp
Sgn have been concentrating heavily on their driver and weapon
training with many soldiers at the time of writing away at the
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Defence School of Transport in Leconfield learning to drive
Ridgebacks and Vixens.

214 Sig Sgn have also been flat out supporting other units with
their preparations for Afghanistan, a task they now have a lot of
experience in doing. They have delivered CIS support to 4 Mech
Bde and Joint Force Logistic Component Headquarters in their
run up to deployment, and will assist 16 Air Asslt Bde in the same
manner.

Over the next couple of months the Regt will conduct its
confirmatory training exer cises. This will give 219, 246 and Sp
Sqn the opportunity to demonstrate to the CO that every one of




their soldier is ready, both in terms of CIS and military skills, to
deploy to Afghanistan.

EXERCISE CHIMERA STRIKE

Despite appalling weather conditions, 219 Sig Sqn deployed to
Catterick Training Area in late Feb to complete a vital stage of
their training for Afghanistan. The Sgn were to undergo a week of
intense CIS and military training designed to consolidate the
lessons learnt on OPTAG, and to develop the trade skills that
would be required in theatre.

The ex began with an operationally focussed range package
designed by WO2 (SSM) Fadzilah and Sgt Smith . This was
severely hampered by the weather with ranges having to close,
and vehicles struggling to access some ar eas of the training area
due to icy roads. However, all soldiers got to complete several
shoots including moving tar get and night shoots. Evenings were
used for lessons including an ATO guest speaker which helped
hammer home the importance of perfecting Op BARMA drills.

The SSM oversees a soldier cartying out his Op BARMA drills

On completion of the range and lessons phase, the Sgn split
down into its constituent Tps and deployed to thr ee different
parts of the training area. These were two FOBs and a MOB,
each intended to replicate some of the locations the Sqgn would
be deploying to later in the year.

4 -/ |

Sig Perkins teaches the art of preparing fibre optical cables for
use

FOB Shaiba was a Hesco-Bastion Afghan style compound
exposed to the full wrath of the wintery conditions. This location
was used to provide judgemental and military skills training. This
was extremely challenging, especially with the sub-zero
temperatures and heavy snow. The SSM and Sgt Smith ensured
the incumbents of the FOB wer e kept suitably occupied for the
duration of their tenure, with everything from SVBIED attacks to
mortars to contend with. Ther e was also a lot of emphasis on
ensuring everyone could perform their Op BARMA and Op KALA
drills to a high standard.

The Tps rotated between this site, MOB Cor dilleras and FOB
Gandale. The latter two sites concentrated on CIS training using
all systems at the Sqns disposal to simulate the CIS laydown in
theatre as best as resources would permit. MOB Cor dilleras
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simulated a large HQ, whilst FOB Gandale represented a smaller
FOB location with mor e tactical and less strategic CIS.

With some of the Sqgns soldiers being required to work in small
teams on tour, the ability to assist out of trade is seen as a very
desirable attribute in a soldier. Therefore a high level of cross-
training was done with a few surprise results. Cpl John , normally
at home in the Clerks’ Office proved that he was a dab hand at
being an Installation Tech, and LCpl Grif fin proved to be a very
capable Bowman operator despite being a T echnician.

PR II
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Falcon Troop set up their Reacher and Bowman Detachments at
MOB Cordilleras

Under the guidance of Sgt McCluskie, Sgt Br own and Sgt
Necrews each Tp was shown JOCS and J1/J4 10S whilst WO2
(YofS) Thubr on and WO2 (FofS) Walker oversaw Reacher,
Bowman, TACSAT 117 (F) and VTC training. The Installation
Technicians and Electricians taught the rest of their Tps the
basics of their trades, whilst all trade gr oups were put through
Bowman refresher training by Sgt Muirhead .

As the ex progressed, serials were interjected simulating some of
the adversities that may be encountered in theatre. These ranged
from power outages and constructing QOS r eports to extending
services and dealing with irate staff officers.

Sgt Necrews talks LCpl Featherstone through his Op BARMA
drills

With a hard but productive week at an end, the Sgn left the
slowly thawing North Yorkshire countryside behind to return to
York for a well earned shower and a meal that didn’t come out of
a foil packet.

INTER-SERVICES TELEMARK SKI CHAMPIONSHIP

2 Sig Regt is proud to have its very own national sports star in
WO2 (QMSI) Maddox . This season has seen him finish first in the
Army and second in the British National Championship held in
Rauris, Austria. He capped this off by being crowned Inter-
Services Champion in Meribel, France. WO2 (QMSI) Maddox
tells the story of how he managed to clinch the top spot:
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WO2 (QMSI) Maddox presents his rather unusual trophy to the
CO for display in RHQ

The program was tight as we had to fit in ar ound the Alpine ski
races which were being held on the same slope. On the program
| was scheduled for four races, each including two r ounds. The
fourth race was a new addition to the pr ogram but one which
makes exciting viewing; the Parallel Slalom.

The first race was the Giant Slalom. Not my strongest event but |
managed to gain third place. | was disappointed but not too
downhearted. The second event was the Sprint: this is mor e my
style and involves the slalom poles, the jump, the 360 degr ee
berm and a skate section. | gained a credible second place,
narrowly beaten by the Army Team Captain with less than half a
second between us.

Next was the Classic: this is the full length of the Giant Slalom
course with a longer jump and mor e penalties for failing the jump.
It also has the 360 degree berm and a large skate section.

To gain overall winner, all times from all the races are added
together. The person with the lowest time is the winner. By the
end of the second race | was six seconds down on the leader

and five seconds down on the racer in second place. Curr ently in
first was Maj Davies from the Royal Marines who had been
skiing particularly well this season. | had to try and r eign in the
seconds to stop a Marine winning! | knew | could make up this
time deficit as long as | didn’ t incur too many time penalties or
worse still, fall and crash out!

| was third from last to set of f out of the start gate. | cleared the
jump massively, completed the 360 degr ee berm easily and
traversed the slope to the far gate. | stayed high for the next gate
which was across the other side of the slope. It was then into the
tuck position until a sharp right hander befor e the final skate
section where | skated with all of my remaining energy. As |
crossed the finish line | was breathing out of every gap in my
catsuit!

As | checked the clock, with only two racers left | was lying in first
place. The next competitor had to dr op over six seconds for me
to beat him. As he went behind the timing tower his time was not
looking too good. | sat back and just counted the extra seconds
it took him to go ar ound the tower. He eventually finished a total
of eight seconds slower than me, meaning that | was guaranteed
at least second.

The final runner didn’t look so clean on the jump but held it, then
out of the berm and thr ough the first skate gate. He then
managed to miss a gate resulting in automatic disqualification.
This meant that | had won the Classic and was in pole position
with only the Parallel Slalom left to go.

With luck on my side | started the final event full of confidence.
With my competitor 18 years junior to me that extra bit of stamina
and experience did the trick and | came in first to confirm my
place as the Combined Services Champion for 2010.
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EXERCISE KHUKRI TIKHO — By 2Lt Carr

246 (Ghurka) Sig Sqgn will deploy to Afghanistan later this year to
provide CIS in support of operations in Helmand Pr ovince. As
part of the preparation for this task, the Sqn deployed to FOB
Thorpe in Blandford Camp in March to conduct Sgn level military
and CIS training.

During the exercise the Sqn focussed on testing both military and
communication skills, the latter focussing on the equipment
currently being used in theatre. The overall aim of the exercise
was to consolidate the skills and drills lear nt so far and to gain
valuable experience of working and living in a FOB environment.

Cpl Uttambikram Rai standing guard during Ex Khukri Tikho

The Sgn deployed from York on a picturesque Sunday morning
and after a rather long journey south we arrived at Blandford
Camp. The Sgn quickly began setting up the tented MOB (Main
Operating Base) directly outside of FOB Thorpe. This would
serve as the ex ops room and was intended to simulate the
environment in Camp Bastion.

Once this was up and running the soldiers wer e broken down into
teams and deployed to their r espective locations so that the
exercise could begin. The groups consisted of a FOB Ops Team,
a QRF Team, a MOB Ops Team and a rotation that would
undergo Bowman Training using FFR Detachments from 4 Mil Trg
San.

The rotations would change every 24 hours with the members of
each being tested to various standar ds in different scenarios and
serials. The serials that the QRF and FOB teams were exposed
to ranged from marking HLS for Royal Navy Sea King helicopters
delivering training troops to FOB Thorpe, to IEDs and full contact
simulations. This was of course supplemented by r eal life
communications pr oblems such as planned outages, crypto
changes and lost/no comms scenarios. The MOB teams wer e
subject to less military serials, but still had plenty of work on their
hands satisfying Sqn Ops of their ability to man and maintain an
operational command centr e.

FOB Team practicing OP BARMA drill outside FOB Thorpe during
a patrol serial
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The equipment used was as similar as possible to that used in
real life at FOBs in Afghanistan, with the guys having to master
operating Tacsat 117(F), Secure Voice, VTC and JOCS DU over
LWRN, a SECRET LAN and Bowman VHF and HF

Along with the aforementioned Royal Navy and Royal Marine
troops using the FOB we also had soldiers from the Royal Tank
Regiment for their entry and exit drills, in addition to Blandfor d
running their PNCO courses. This added a real element of Army
wide co-operation, crucial to success on operations. W e also
had many visitors, most notably including Comd 11 Sig Bde,
Brigadier Hill and our CO, Lt Col Knott . There were also visitors
from outside of the Corps, including DETUS Sgn Comds and
Sandhurst Cadets.

FOB Team practicing their HLS clearance drills for the arrival of
Royal Navy personnel to FOB Thorpe

On completion of the final serial, ENDEX was called giving many
a weary soldier and instructor a chance to finally draw br eath and
return to York. The turnaround process gave everyone the
opportunity to r eflect on the high paced but ultimately r ewarding
training they had gone through.

Overall the ex was hugely rewarding. We all felt that the chance
to do realistic training in such an environment was of a huge
benefit to everyone involved and as the first Royal Signals unit to
be given permission to use FOB Thorpe, we were certainly
grateful of the opportunity and pass our thanks to the RSS,
Blandford.

FOB Team practicing their HLS clearance drills for the arrival of
Royal Navy Troops to FOB Thorpe

CO VISITS NEPAL

One of the privileges afforded to the CO of a Regt with a large
proportion of Ghurkas is the opportunity to visit Nepal. Such
visits are designed to give the guest an understanding of the
culture that so many of the soldiers at 2 Sig Regt belong to. In
Feb Lt Col Knott took this opportunity , getting to do some
trekking in one of the most mountainous countries in the world,
and visiting some of the towns and villages that many of the
soldiers of 246 (Ghurka) Sig Sgn come from. As well as picking

12

up some of the language and sampling the outstanding cuisine,
the CO was invited to join in with some traditional Nepalese
dancing.

B \3
The Commanding Officer taking part in some traditional Nepalese
dancing

OPTAG

A team from the Operational Training Advisory Group (OPTAG)
came to York in Feb to deliver the mandatory all ranks briefings
that each soldier must attend befor e deploying on operations.
These two days of training demonstrated how fr equently the
situation changes in Afghanistan, and made deploying feel a lot
closer than it did befor e Christmas.

After a day of central briefings including a history of Afghanistan
and operational law, the Regt was split down into gr oups and
taken through a number of stands. These stands demonstrated
the latest tactics, techniques and pr ocedures used in theatre.
The groups were shown how to deal with an IED, how to use
ECM and what to do if a minefield is discover ed. Other vital
lessons covered prisoner handling and battlefield first aid.

Later that month, some Offrs and NCOs spent a further few days
completing the Tactical Commanders Course. This allowed them
to conduct confirmatory training with their Sqns, developing
understanding and application of the skills and drills taught by the
OPTAG team.

The instructor uses Cpl Brown to demonstrate the corr ect way to
apply a tourniquet

EXERCISE MERCURY SNOW RIDER

2 Sig Regt finished second in the Corps’ inaugural Snowboar ding
Championship held in Rauris, Austria in March. Following a
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tempestuous 26-hour minibus ride fr om York to the Austrian Alps,
it was a welcome sight to see that we wer e staying in a top
quality brand new resort, and that there had been a fresh dump
of snow the night befor e.

A week of training brought the team’s skills on rapidly meaning
that even those who were just starting out in the sport wer e
competent enough to try the slalom event the following week.
Competition week showed the Corps that the Regt had a couple
of rising stars in their midst. LCpl Keen and LCpl Steane both
secured top 10 finishes in events, with LCpl Keen making the
final of the flagship event, the Boarder-X. Both are contenders for
the Corps team in years to come.

The battle of the Adjts saw the Adjt, Capt Chatman beat the
Tech Adjt, Capt Scaife in the Boarder-X. However, Capt Scaife
made the dual slalom knockout stages, losing out to the eventual
champion after some very aggressive riding.

For the novices, just having the confidence to tackle the very
difficult Boarder-X track and slalom run were the main challenge.
Despite never having strapped on a board before this ex, both
LCpl McDonald and Sig Stirling managed to navigate the steep
and icy Boarder-X track ending up with r espectable finishes all
round.

Ex Mercury Snow Rider proved challenging yet highly rewarding,
and has primed itself to be the pr emier winter sports event in the
Corps for years to come.

“u

LCpl Steane banks high in the Boarder-X semi-final

3rd (UNITED KINGDOM) DIVISION (vg
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT "
BULFORD

CO Lt Col G Wilson
RSM WOL1 A Torrington

3DSR’S GOT TALENT NIGHT - by Sig Gurton

Thursday 11 Feb 2010 was the date, and the upstairs of The Hub
the venue. The scene was set for 3 DSR’s Got Talent, a night of
entertainment, fundraising for charity and Regtl bonding
organised by WO1 “Burt” Lancaster , FSA of the Regt.

Kicking off the night was Sig Preston, singing and dancing to
Mambo No.5, demonstrating some rather impr essive moves and
twirls with a trilby! He was followed by LCpl Earl-Pickup singing
“Bring Them Home”, Col ‘the Padr e’ Bell with his own
composition of guitar and vocals, and then Cpl Murray who
jigged to Neil Diamonds “For ever in Blue Jeans” whilst donning
full body denim! | was next with my r endition of Percy Sledge
“When a Man Loves a Woman”, an old favourite of mine, and
then everyone moved to the window to watch Sig Briggs perform
his fire breathing/eating routine which was moved outside for
obvious health and safety reasons. Finally a last minute act was
performed by Sig Pete De Main who appeared from the
audience to play guitar and sing his own song!

After each act were comments from our stunning panel of judges:
Simon, Danni, Cheryl and Louis who gave their expert opinions
on the performances. With careful consideration from each of
them the Final Three were chosen.

The Final Three consisted of Sig De Main, Sig Briggs and | and
after a short interval the audience voted by placing poker chips
into designated boxes labelled with the names of the contestants.
The winner was named and | couldn’t believe it when | was
named as the champion and proudly received the trophy from the
beautiful panel of judges.

It was a brilliant night organised exactly like the TV version,
complete with video interviews befor e each act which were great
even if some of us were caught off guard not looking our best!
The top 4 then went on to take part in the Garrisons Got T alent
competition in Tidworth two weeks later , which was another great
night!
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EXERCISE MERCURY SNOWRIDER 1 - by Sig Pittam

Ex Mercury Snow Rider 1 is the Royal Signals Snowboarding
Camp of 2010 and was held in Rauris. The weeks were split in
two, the first a training week and the second the race week.

As we were departing for our jour ney the morale of the 3 (UK)
DSR Snowboarding Team was high whilst knowing that we had 2
weeks of arduous training unlike the skier’'s holiday camp! The
journey took a long and tiring 18 hours. We would have arrived at
Rauris a little sooner if it wasn’t for SSgt Law leaving the fuel
card and all of his docs on top of a petr ol pump somewhere in
Germany! Once we eventually arrived at our resort we were
greeted and shown to our penthouse suite in the heart of the
Schonblick Mountain r esort and spa.

Then the training began and for all of the 8 hours of the day we
were up and down, twisting and shouting and of course falling
over. This, however, didn’t stop 2Lt Murray Bryant getting his 5
a day (cakes that is). The first few days were extremely difficult
learning how to ride the snow like a pr o, but by day 3 Sig
Quinterr o had managed to stand up. The intermediate gr oup
that had 3 members of our team in it, (2Lt Bryant, SSgt Law and
Sig Kirkham ) had the Dutch female number 2 Snowboarding
champion as their instructor. It wasn't all hard work though by
the end of the 1st week we managed to fit in a couple of Jaeger
bombs, a fancy dress party and an absolutely adrenaline
pumping toboggan ride which consisted of a 4.2 km walk and a
200m slide.

At the end of week 1, the team had 1, 2 & 3 star awards. These
awards have been brought in this year to recognise the hard work
that really goes into perfecting our skills as snowboar ders. Sig
Pittam managed to walk away with a 3 star award, 2Lt Bryant,
SSgt Law, LCpl Dand, Sigs Huntley and Kirkham all got 2 stars
and LCpl Potter , Sigs McCur dy and Quinter o all got the Novice
1 Star Award.

The second week came and it was time to race! The first day
was qualifiers for the Giant Slalom. Six of the team members
managed to progress through to the final 32. The final was
interrupted by bad weather for 2 days as the visibility was so
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poor but recommenced on the Wednesday. LCpl Potter won the
female novice gold. The men’s intermediate didn’t go as well as
Sig Pittam and 2Lt Bryant raced each other in the second round,
which was surprisingly close. However the remainder of the team
maintained that it was 2Lt Bryant’ s 5-a-day that had affected his
downhill speed! Sig Pittam then reached the quarter finals but
was knocked out by the eventual winner; Sig Pittam insisted this
meant he really finished in 2nd place and thus 2Lt Bryant in turn
insisted that made him 3rd, although the rest of us were not
convinced!!!

The Thursday was Snowboard Cross day. This event was a new
thing for all but one of the team, so nerves wer e strained. Sig
Pittam powered through all rounds and became the overall
winner of the Snowboard Cross event. This brought a close to
the whole competition phase and the only thing that was left was
to have a run down the mountain in fancy dr ess, which put a
smile on the faces of everyone else on the slopes.

The evening consisted of the prize giving ceremony and then we
had to prepare for the long drive back to Bulfor d and the real
world. A fantastic time was had by all members of the team and
many wish to return on Ex MSR 2 and hopefully bring more
trophies home.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

ocC Maj DG Skimming
SSM WO2 (SSM) M Darby

Sp Sgn has had the displeasure of saying farewell to some of its
stalwarts. Capt (RAO) Wood (AGC/SPS),WO2 (RCWO) Foulger
on promotion to WO1 and WO2 (SSM) Cartledge upon
promotion of WO1 (RSM) to take up post at 1 Mech Bde HQ and
Sig Sgn (215). The Sgn would like to publicly thank all of them for
their continued hard work that they have given during their
tenures.

On a high note there have been some assignments in to the Sqn
which include Capt McDonald , who has taken up the posts of
Sp Sgn 2IC and the Regtl Welfare Officer. There is also the
inclusion of the new SSM, WO2 (SSM) Darby who has been
released from the Regtl Training Warrant Officers role.

The Sgn has gone through a considerable transition over the past
2 months to enable it to meet its Operational r equirements for Op
Herrick in 2011. Currently all deploying personnel are undergoing
MST 1 training, whether that be STA or Military, and delivering
real life support to the remainder of the Regt and the Div HQ.

WO2 (SSM) Cartledge hands over to WO2 (S
SQUADRON MT

SM) Darby

MTO Capt Porter
MT SSgt SSgt Durrans

Sp Sgn MT has been extremely busy over the last couple of
months with various commitments thr oughout the Regt including
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supporting 206 Sig Sqn on their r ecent deployment on Ex to
Hullavington airfield.

The MT ran a GS driver's conversion course which proved to be a
huge success and all 20 students completed the course with
flying covers and no FMT-3 paperwork!

It was the first time we had run a course in such bleak conditions
and indeed black ice nearly put a halt to some of the training
objectives that needed completing. During the course we had a
validation visit from DST Leconfield who were most impressed
with the way the course was being run, so a big pat on the back
must go to Sgt Andy McCrum for his hard work. It is worth
noting that he had never ran a course before, so it was all new to
him. A big congratulations must also go to Cpl John Mer cer as
for once he did not manage to br eak any of the training vehicles
and that none of them ended up rolling down one of the famous
‘Seven Sisters’ hills at Tidworth’s cross country cir cuit!

We bid a fond farewell to SSgt John Kelly , currently on various
resettlement courses as he comes to the end of his 22 years
service. We welcome his replacement to the fold, SSgt Dave
Durrans who is currently finding his feet after living the easy life
in Blandford!

Sgn MT GS driving course

QUARTERMASTER TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT

QM (T) Capt (QM) C Budding
RQMS (T) WO2 (RQMS) A Hyland

It has been an extremely busy quarter since our return from
Christmas leave in the QM Techs Dept. There has been a lot of
movement within the Regt as we prepare for our forthcoming
deployment to Afghanistan early next year and, as usual, the QM
(T) staf have been heavily involved in a whole plethora of
activities.

We kicked off the New Year with the re-role of the Regt to a
Campaign Sig Regt which for us meant moving equipment on the
ever trustworthy UNICOM system followed by getting rid of f all
the Armour that was held in the unit. This entailed getting the
entire fleet of Bulldog's and Panther’s ready to go into Controlled
Humidity Environment (CHE) in Ashchurch. As if this wasn’t bad
enough, they all had to go complete to CES. A lot of long hours
were invested by everybody concer ned with this task in or der to
round up all the kit prior to being driven up to Ashchur ch. Soon
after, the majority of our FFR’s were earmarked for the same
detail and it wasn't long before they followed suite.

No sooner was this achieved, the Dept dove head first into the
BCIP 5.4 Uplift programme. All UDT's and LRU’s were stripped
from all Bowman vehicles and delivered to the QM (T) Dept to be
accounted for, packaged and delivered to the relevant authorities
responsible for uplifting to BCIP 5.4. This again required a lot of
hours and manpower but it all happened without a glitch.

The Dept has also seen a huge turnaround in staff and we
welcome SSgt Rob Harvey , Sgt Dave Eamens , Cpl’'s John
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Latto , Dave Byr ne, Craig Gootch , Partabahdur Darji and
Sophia Bramwell . We also say farewell to SSgt Si Ferrer, Sgt
Gemma Gillar d, Cpl's Lee Evans and Phil West.

SOUTER TROOP (FORCE PROTECTION) - TEAM MEDIC
COURSE - by Sig De Main

The course was a formal tuition on battle casualty drills and
medical egpt used today in theatr e to treat the wounded in
preparation for our forth coming tour of Afghanistan 2011. T wo
specially trained medics from the 1 Welsh Guards and 3 Yorks
took the course, both with r ecent tour experience from Iragq and
Afghanistan. The tuition was excellent and helped prepare us for
the final exercise.

Together they made a final test scenario so realistic it made me
realise what I'm up against with Sigs Dixon and Bebb who had
both lost a leg. Sigs Bethwaite and Onion were on it like ‘a
tramp on chips’ r emembering the steps taught to tr eat was like A,
B, C. Sig Quinter o also took to it naturally, as even he knows
the alphabet. Using the guidelines we made a quick assessment.
As we were under fire we carried on to win the fire fight. Next we
carried out triage and a primary survey to be able to send a 9
liner and Zmist to save the day. Cpl ‘Dodge’ Dodgson , Cpl
Mercer and LCpl Dodds said they enjoyed getting hands on in
such a realistic scenario. The team medic’s job is to treat the
wounded, | now feel a lot mor e confident that faced with such
injuries that | would be able to handle the situation.

202 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj MP Parke
SSM WQO2 (SSM) W Scarrott

EXERCISE BUFFALO SOLDIER - by Capt ‘Coxy’ Cox

With the 202 Sig Sqn deployment to Op HERRICKin Jan 2011
looming the sqn embarked on the first of its battle camps for the
year with high spirits. High spirits which quickly dispersed thanks
to the cold winds which welcomed the Sgn when they arrived at
New Zealand farm, Salisbury Plain. The first two days were
crammed with battle lessons wher e we went back to basics and
honed our infantry skills in preparation for the actual Ex. After
lessons in pyrotechnics and some very exhausting drills in
CASEVAC we were put through their paces in section battle drills,
advance to contact and closing in and killing the enemy with
some very slick pairs fire and manoeuvre.

Day 2 culminated with a Battle Ex directed by Lt Hick , under the
watchful eye of the CO, where each of the sections were involved
in a Coy minus attack on three enemy positions. The assault was
not only physically challenging, as Tp’s came under contact from
three locations and it lasted hours, but it was also the lar gest
assault many of the guys had ever undertaken. However, with
grit, determination and an imaginary air strike on one of the
positions, the battle was won and individuals at all levels lear nt
some valuable lessons.

The next day the real time exercise began and each section
completed a 12 hour rotation of varied aspects of Op HERRICK
FOB life. The first rotation for one section was to set up and run
the Ops room, control the three sangars and process orders from
“DIV HQ”, who were actually next door with a kettle. The next
rotation was to conduct patr ols in the North of the AO and report
progress via a HF Manpack, which certain individuals wer e lucky
enough to carry. Pretty confident with the inevitability of coming
under contact the patr ols advanced en route with caution. During
1 Sects patrol LCpl Rob Beckett spotted a lone enemy in the
distance giving the rest of the patrol precious time before being
fired upon. Sect Comd Cpl ‘Deano’ Deans ordered the assault
and Delta fire team were to form a baseline in the high ground
whilst Charlie flanked left destr oying the enemy position with
great momentum and concentration of for ce.

The third rotation was in the role of QRF which saw the multiples
running out of the FOB in the middle of the night thanks to the
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mischievous antics of Sgt Lester’ s enemy forces. After seeing
them off with a hail off 5.56, each section conducted clearance
patrols around the perimeter before returning to the FOB.

The final rotation was FOB defence, which as everyone knows
means ‘stagging on’. With 3 sangars and a foot patr ol to
manage, 1 Sect settled into routine quickly and the first few hours
went by with little hassle. On one occasion Sig Gurton reported
two armed insurgents dispersing from a Landover 300m from her
sangar and the other sangars were given orders to engage. What
happened next will surely go down in the history books as one of
the most devastating and pr olonged FOB attacks in the history of
New Zealand farm. Over the next 2 hours or so all three sangars
came under contact and the GPMGs wer e put to good use with
the other multiples providing base lines and clearing the
immediate area. One point worth mentioning is with the
thousands of rounds fired at the mere handful of enemy for hours
on end, it's quite amazing how none of the enemy were killed.
We'd all make excellent Bond villain henchmen.

On the final day of the ex all the multiples deployed at 0400 in
lightweight fighting or der for one last patrol; our mission to seek
out any remaining enemy forces and destroy them. 1 Sect's patrol
eventually came under contact at the br eak of dawn where Sgt
Dan Crossley led his fire team in a standard left flanking assault
to kill the lone enemy located in a nearby tree line. A special
mention goes to LCpl Brett Healy who ran through a “deeper
than he'd first realized” puddle in true Vicar of Dibley style and
had to continue fighting when he was soaked head to toe in the
frosty February winds of Salisbury; what a legend! The sect was
soon on it's way again and before long found themselves under
more contact and Sgt Crossley led his fire team around the flank
to destroy the enemy location. During the re-org however we
came under indirect fire sustaining two casualties and Charlie fire
team evacuated the casualties whilst Delta fire team provided
protection for the withdrawal,. Eventually the multiples r eturned
from their patrols triumphant and our AO was once mor e free
from enemy threat with hearts and minds won and we wer e ready
for end ex! All that was left then was the clean up.

EXERCISE TIGER MULTIPLE CHALLENGE - by Sgt Robson

Adventure training started with the customary mor ning ritual of
taking breakfast at a five star establishment. This was attended
in great spirit and with much enthusiasm, especially fr om the
pads who probably couldn’t remember eating hot food that early
since the end of their honeymoon. Once everyone had their fill
the transport was loaded and the jour ney began in earnest with
Sgt Cansfield (acting as the QM and MT) merrily leading the way.
The journey took a little longer than some of the younger soldiers
were used to and soon the cabs wer e filled with the low humming
chorus of enjoyed sleep.

Upon arrival at Penhale Camp the accommodation was filled and
everyone piled into the communal area to receive a brief on the
afternoon’s events. This relaxing sit down was however over too
quickly and befor e the troops could nod of f again we were thrown
into an orienteering exercise. Exercise is the right word as,
controlled by WO2 FofS Dobson , we set off in teams of 2 for the
evenings relaxed cross country sprint around the training area to
collect electronic tags. This was an excellent start to the week
and was enjoyed by all, especially the last team to leave who
decided to file the map away and follow the team in fr ont. Who
said the intelligence was leaving the Army?

The next day the Sqn was split into 3 gr oups and sent off on their
way. The activities enjoyed over the next 3 days were staggered
so each group had the opportunity to participate in each. These
activities were

Coasteering. The most enjoyable section of this activity is
known as the lemming. Basically you find a really big rock and
jump off it into the sea. This seems reasonably easy in principle
but when you're at the top of a 10m drop looking at the rocks
and swishing sea below, you are far more inclined to go
backwards than forwards. Never the less the higher percentage
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of the Sgn decided to thr ow caution to the wind and make the
leap. There was however a number of noises made on the way
down, these ranged from pure ecstasy to sheer terror. There was
precious little of the former but the latter was in no short supply .
Even after the immense amount of instruction about the method
of impact, some people still decided to try and cr eate their own
unique style of entry. Sgt Hall was witnessed attempting the
bottom first method. If the scr eams were anything to go by this
will be his last attempt at that particular position. During this
activity we also got to swim thr ough a cave and traverse along
rather sharp cliff faces. All fun and games until someone loses a
finger.

Coastal W alk. Wow what can | say? We picked up a coastal
path, kept the sea on our left and the land on our right for 15
miles. The coastal path was, in my humble opinion, cr eated for
your average American basketball team. The horror of climbing
steps that come up to your waist was felt by each and every
member of the groups who lovingly labelled them the thigh
busters. On a serious note though the views wer e fantastic and
we did get a nice rest whilst pretending to look at a seal.

Mountain biking.  Not being the kind of guy who uses his bike

for more than the odd trip to work this was a bit of an eye opener .

The basic principle of this sport is to cycle up to the top of a big
hill before hurling yourself down it at mach ten whilst thr owing
caution to the wind. Nobody took this mor e seriously than Sig
Gurton who spent so much time flying thr ough the air she was
renamed Amilia after the famous Miss Earhart.

Rock climbing/Abseiling.  Climbing the outdoor 13m wall was
most enjoyable. There were a few Klingons refusing to let go of
the wall at a mere 4ft but by and large the Sqgn shot up and down
in short order. The abseiling was something that could only be
described as terrifying. Dangling over a 130ft dr op, with nothing
to look forward to at the bottom other than a 130ft climb up a
cargo net on a goat trail. True Adventure Trg.

In all the Adventure Trg was both very much enjoyable and had
just the right amount of ar duous activity and adr enaline fuelled
feelings of danger.

206 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj LC W esterman
SSM WO2 (SSM) M Witham

EXERCISE RED TRICORN - by Sgt Manns

Firstly a warm welcome to all those who have just joined 206 Sig
Sqn.

Ex RED TRICORNwas a chance to practise not only the Sgn’ s
skills in the erection of Div Main and Forward, but also our
scrubbing, sweeping and mopping abilities. Needless to say ,
anyone who was not up to the r equired standard prior to
deploying certainly were by Endex.

themselves with Div Main, it was the ideal opportunity to get
some MATTSs out of the way and also practise r eversing with a
trailer, when it became clear very quickly that r emedial trg would
be required. SSM Witham took particular of fence to those
wearing Norwegian shirts as it brought back “painful memories”.
With the end in sight, tear-down was done in a single day and
almost everybody managed to get back earlier than expected
(except those on the “naughty list”) who stayed an extra night to
help with fatigues.

EXERCISE TIGER WARRIOR - by LCpl Ward

We set off in the early hours of Monday mor ning for Gosport
armed with treasure maps and eye patches. Upon arriving we
took our first boat which had a suspicious entry in the log of ‘hole
in the bottom’. W e finally took over another boat called the
Trochus at about midday . After doing the mandatory safety brief
(don't fall in) it was time to learn how to tie some knots and the
correct way of releasing the boat from the pontoon. After praying
to Poseidon for fair weather and a strong wind we left in search
of treasure and adventure in the direction of the Cowes, a pirate
sounding town if ever there was one.

Arriving at Cowes we had a good meal cooked by our appointed
chef Cpl ‘Ramsay’ Rodmell who had a surprising ability to cook
a decent meal (as long as it had pita bread). After dinner and a
shower we headed to the pub for a few pints and a game on the
quiz machine. After putting about £30 in we had finally won £2
back. Hardly buried treasure but a start in the right dir ection.

We then set off early hours the next morning and headed towards
Beaulieu River. On the way there we practiced some drills that
our skipper Lt Col Bradshaw had taught us the previous day.
There was a lot of man over board drills which tur ned out to be
harder than it looked, if we had have used an actual person | am
pretty sure they would have died on our first attempt. This was
the first real sailing experience we had and getting the sails up
against the wind is very hard work. On more then one occasion |
thought the sail was going to take of f with me attached. We
practiced tacking, which is wher e you turn the boat so the wind is
coming from the opposite dir ection and you have to release and
tighten the sail. On arriving at Beaulieu River we were shown
how to moor on to a buoy rather than a pontoon. W e had lunch
there (which included pitta br ead) and moved on to Newtown
Creek where we were shown how to use the anchor. (\Very easy
to get down, very dif ficult to get back up). W e finally ended the
day at Yarmouth which has to be the most boring place in the
world, with a local pub for local people (pr obably hiding buried
treasure from us).

After some more amazing food (including pitta bread) and a
decent nights sleep we wer e ready for another day of sailing. We
found ourselves heading in the direction of Poole. After some
more man over board drills we arrived at Poole. Lt Karumba and
| went and “recced” a decent place to watch the football and

have a few drinks. We all woke up the next mor ning feeling a
little worse for wear and not to enthusiastic about the day ahead.
We were now going to travel

The bulk of the Sgn deployed on Sat 20
Mar where we managed to complete the
build by the following after noon, followed
by extensive mopping in extended line on
our hands and knees of the J Tents flooring
and hours of sweeping the roads - thanks
Lt Cyrus Karumba !

To boost morale after the menial tasks, the
SSgts of the Sgn; Marie Parkinson , Adam
Wilkie and SQMS Nat Butler organised a
quiz and had a mass of stickies and pop to
share out, which was much appr eciated.
The winning team, including the OC Sqn,
Maj Westerman and the SSM WO2 Matt
Witham (I'm assured it wasn't a fix),
walked away with a box full of goodies.

| all the way back across the
Solent to Gosport. With the
wind and tide against us it
was going to be a long day.
The trip back across the
Solent took us around 9 hours.
Some of the journey was fun
with the boat bouncing of f
waves, most of the jour ney
was slow and not so epic.
When we arrived we started
the tedious task of tur ning the
boat around with excessive
cleaning. After another good
nights sleep and a breakfast
consisting of any leftover pita
bread we finished and headed

While the Staff Officers familiarised
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The Tiger Warriors

back to Bulford.
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CO Lt Col NJ Makepeace
RSM WO1 (RSM) M McDonald

EXERCISE SNOW WARRIOR 2010 — by Sig Ben Taylor

After waiting for a bus that clearly was in no rush, we started a
long day of travelling to Bavaria — or so we thought! We actually
had a stopover at Normandy Barracks, Sennelager for the
evening. So we settled in for the night and wer e up bright and
early to catch the coach down to Bavaria for our two weeks of
skiing.

After the initial arrival brief we were issued our kit, which was the
best that money can buy (including gloves that had an odour that
could rival nuclear waste!). The first day was spent mostly falling
over, a trend that seemed to continue with myself for the

duration! As the week passed everyone thought that they wer e
getting better, a theory short-lived as every advance in skiing
seemed to be put to shame by fearless thr ee year old locals flying
past at every turn!

Evenings were spent in bed (mostly), Lts Lor d and Roberts
breaking a record for most hours of sleep gained by r etiring to
bed as early as 2030 on some evenings.

All of us gained the BSP (Basic Ski Proficiency) qualification with
some managing to achieve APA (Advanced Proficiency Alpine)
with a view to becoming potential instructors. Over the final few
days we took our Ski Touring Qualification, which everyone would
have enjoyed more had we not had to ski/walk past the r esort -
uphill!

l

Foreman of Signals (IS) Andy Smith enjoying some cross country
on skis

Testing the Rutsch Block for stability
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All in all, a very rewarding and enjoyable time was had by all,
even the Ski Touring! | highly recommend that anyone remotely
interested in skiing get themselves onto the Ex.

EXERCISE DIAMOND SNOWSTORM - by Lt Tee

Rolling out on the mor ning of the 13th of March were a dozen
officers and soldiers from 231 Sig Sqn, setting off to the Austrian
Alps to conduct the Basic Ski Pr oficiency (Alpine) course. This
course enables all who complete it the ability to do basic downhill
skiing with the military. Our illustrious instructors for the week
were Capt Gaz Clapham (RCMO) and Cpl Steve Collier (628 Sig
Tp), who had only passed his JSSI the week prior and was very
pleased to be going out on another week. W e were
accommodated in a basic but comfortable lodge called the
Hochfilzner Hof which is located in the Tir ol region of Austria near
Kitzbuhle and only a short drive from the ski areas of
Fieberbrunn, St Johann, Steinplatte and St Jakob.

From the moment we arrived it did not stop snowing for thr ee
days resulting in almost three foot of snow on the ground! This
meant that the initial lessons and training on piste would be in
snow knee depth and deeper in places. The first few days saw
everyone getting their ski legs and coor dinating limbs which was
made harder with the heavy snowfall. This didn’t take too long
and soon everyone was thoroughly enjoying the conditions. Our
true novices for the week, LCpls Graham and Searle, underwent
one-on-one tuition with Cpl Collier for the first few days but wer e
soon skiing with the mor e capable group in no time and were
holding their own very well.

Taking in the view at Fieberbrunn

It wouldn’t be adventure training if people didn’t push themselves
too far and consequently took a tumble every now and again.
LCpl Higgins gave a classic demonstration on day one by taking
a ski to the face in a rather dramatic tumble. Capt Dale T aft
brought his competitive natur e to the fore and could be found in
any deep snow drift near you, as well as catching the odd hidden
lip and giving a first class airbor ne display. Capt Clapham
wasn'’t paying full attention on one occasion in the deep snow
and proceeded to spend around 15 minutes looking for his buried
ski.

The second half of the week saw the sun come out and we wer e
able to fully indulge in the snow and piste conditions, which

made little difference to Cpl Jonny Ferris who would always find
that lip or drift that would cause him to take a tumble. SSgt
Chalky White put in an impressive performance all week claiming
to never to have fallen over once! The level and confidence of
skiing of the group and individuals came on leaps and bounds
thanks to the extraordinary conditions we wer e blessed with,
allowing people to be developed and pushed much further than
BSP standard.
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Overall it was a cracking weeks skiing with phenomenal
conditions so late on in the season. All those who participated
not only gained a military adventure training qualification, but
because of the snow that fell we wer e able to get some quality
skiing in and really push individuals thanks to our instructors.

T —

Capt Taft and Cpl Ferris loving the conditions
EXERCISE MERLION FIST — by Lt Lord

March 2010 saw many members of 232 Sig Sqn prepare for then
deploy on Ex MERLION FIST This was a Sqn-level Bowman
exercise designed to test and str etch the operating skills of as
many Sqgn personnel as possible. Although mainly aimed at
upgrading as many Class 3 Comms Sys Operators as possible to
Class 2, it also gave the Comms Sys Engineers a chance to get
their hands on the Bowman kit, something that many of them had
little or no experience of.

After a PACEX and O Gp the packets departed Javelin Barracks
for the Arsbeck and Sennelager training areas. The freezing
German winter chose this week to make a comeback, attacking
morale with bitter winds and deep snow and ice. However the
intrepid Comms Sys Ops battled on and had comms established
in next to no time. Along with their comms skills, det comds
were encouraged to set up efficient and workable detachment
routines, ensuring they were ready to move at short notice.
Routine did not equate to tedium though, especially with Sig
White offering entertainment with his falling over on the ice
antics! Sig Field also had issues with the cold ground, trying
repeatedly to smash a stake into earth as hard as concrete, he
brought a real physical element to the fight for comms!

Overall the Sgn personnel worked hard and gained a great deal
from the ex. The look forward now is to seeing what BCIP 5.4
will bring us in the next few months!

ORIENTEERING — by Capt Grainger

Whilst the bulk of the Regt was deployed on Op HERRICK 10 a
scratch team of 6 runners returned to Upavon to represent the
Regt at the Royal Signals Orienteering Championships over the
25/26 Mar 09. Although no prizes wer e delivered back to BFG a
respectable third (which should have been a 2nd but for 1 error)
was gained in the team event; more importantly the seeds were
sown for the forthcoming season.

The BFG season opened on 6 Nov 09 with an event run at
Achmer during Ex ARRCADE FUSION 09. A geat opportunity to
get off exercise was taken by a staggering 26 personnel from the
Regt — not usual for a unit team — and the flag went down on the
season. It was a mixed bag of ranks and experience; 18 of the
runners had never participated in an orienteering event before so
after a 30 minute map ‘talk and walk’ fr om team coach Captain
Tony Grainger they started a season that would last 5 months
and entail several thousand kilometres of minibus journeys!
Christmas arrived and the much of the team had missed the 2nd
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and 3rd events due to extended leave following the Regts
deployment to Afghanistan earlier in the year, the team sat 8th
behind 7 teams from the Paderborn and surrounding areas. The
New Year started briskly with the addition of planner and quality
runner SSgt Williams . The unit organised, planned and
controlled the 6th league event and provided the league with
arguably the best orienteering event of the season, admittedly in
4 inches of snow! 1 (UK) ADSR stood between the Mighty 7th
and victory and following the seventh event the teams was
separated by just 6 points, but with gr owing strength within the
Regtl squad. The Individual Championships and event 9 saw
Capt Grainger pipped to 2nd by 1 minute and 30 seconds and
Lt Lois Exell fail to add the Individual Championship to her W21
Class victory due to being on course, but saw the team manage
to come top of the league by 18 points. The r esults showed that
a combination of coaching and sheer dogged determination was
paying off as the results got steadily better as the season drew to
a close. The league was sealed at the last event and the Regt
won the Major League by 52 points. Capt Grainger won the
M40 class and placed second overall in the individual league and
Lt Exell won the W21 class.

The BFG Team event was run on the 26 Mar 10 and consisted of
a Harris relay. Following coaching in Javelin Barracks and
participation in a training event at JHQ, the team enter ed 2 Major
and 2 Minor unit teams into the championships. The minor unit
teams both came from the LAD and consisted of 6 under 25 year
old runners (3 per team), a good sign for the future of Royal
Signals and REME orienteering. During the wettest event this
season, the team having badly planned the Harris dug out blind
and won by a mere 14 seconds with a time of 1:18:15 adding the
Team championships to their league title.

Not happy with cleaning up in the BFG league, the tougher
challenge of the Army Team championships 27-29 Apr 10 awaits
the teams after 7 runners attend the Basic Skills course at
Longmoor - during Easter leave - to hone their new found skills
and provide insight into key techniques.

A total of 50 runners have represented the Regt from Mar 09 —
Mar 10 and 10 will have completed the Basic Skills course at
Longmoor by the end of May. Prior to the Army Championships
the team will plan and contr ol the Rhine Area Orienteering League
event 21 Apr and run a Unit level event on the 23 Apr to try to
identify and encourage runners for the start of the 2010/11
season.

It has been a team effort from start to finish; from packed lunches
to minibuses through to planning and contr olling league, unit and
training events. It has not only enhanced operational
effectiveness through fitness, navigation and decision making
without young soldiers being awar e but, as sport can do so well,
has helped breakdown some of the barriers that exist acr oss the
Regt and build unit cohesion — prizes or no prizes at the Army
championships the team has had a great season!

SUPPORT SQUADRON
EXERCISE WOODLAND HORSE - by Cpl Mitchell

Ex Woodland Horse was the collective training exer cise for the
LAD and was held in Haltern 21 February — 03 March 10. A total
of 28 members of the LAD participated in the training. The aim of
the exercise was to teach, remind and revise all participating
troops’ capabilities under physically and mentally challenging
conditions, and to deliver quality and r elevant training to all in
preparation for future Regtl and Bde commitments.

On Sunday 21st the soldiers arrived at Haltern and were greeted
by the sight of snow - much to their amusement! The first week
of the Ex consisted of a packed MEL including: Harbour r outine
(which would come in extremely handy as they were about to live
in one for the next three days!), Six Section Battle Drills, Duties of
a Sentry, BCDT confirmation including casualty evacuation drills,
Pyrotechnics demo, CQB, Individual and Pairs Fire and
Movement, Fire Team attacks, Navigation lessons and a final
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confirmatory exercise that would encompass all of the lessons
they had received throughout the week.

Week 2 was the beginning of the live firing stage and the soldiers
started off with Grouping and Zeroing. Once everyone had
achieved the required standard it was time to have a go at
something new with the new AOSP Vol 1 hitting the Regt in
January, so it was out with the old APWT and in with the new
ACMT. It became apparent that the shoot was mor e beneficial to
the soldiers and was more relevant to the situations that they may
encounter on operations, and it was also found to be much mor e
difficult than the previous test. Next up was another new shoot
from the AOSP - The Fire and Movement Test. There were a few
raised eyebrows when they found out the exact details of the
shoot! After a few attempts all the soldiers had managed to get
to grips with the new test and passed, and as with the ACMT the
day before the new shoot was found to be much mor e relevant to
situations occurring on operations. Other ranges conducted

during week two wer e Section in Defence, Individual and Pairs
fire and movement, and a Grenade range.

Finally to finish off the week a March and Shoot competition was
held. The sections were split down into fir e teams and given a
4.8km route to complete in the fastest possible time. Once they
had completed the route they went straight on to the range and
engaged targets up to 400 metres, each target that was hit had a
different time value and this value was deducted fr om their overall
time at the end. The winners of the competition wer e Section 1
Charlie fire team, and it was well deserved. Once all the Sections
had completed the course and the range it was time for prize
giving, Cfn Warrior won the best Operational Shot for his
excellent marksmanship skill on all the live ranges. Cfn
Gammack won best Improved Soldier and Sig Wilkinson won
best Field Soldier. After the prizes were given out it was time to
go back and clean up Kohima Camp and then make our way
back to Elmpt for some well deserved r est.

) A

4.‘; 10th SIGNAL REGIMENT g
CORSHAM e

CO Lt Col S L Copley
RSM: WO1 (RSM) Watkins

It has been another busy and eclectic period for 10 Sig Regt.
Whilst RHQ have been busy dealing with manning re-writes and
estates plans, the Sgns have been busy with their respective
missions and tasks. 225 Sig Sqn [ECM(FP)] have continued to
push further forward into the FOB’s than ever before in their quest
to deliver ECM(FP) to front line troops. 243 Sig Sgn are heavily
engaged in Project HYPERION, the move of HQ LAND to
Andover, and 241 Sig Sgn have been conducting a surge task to
Diego Garcia as well as providing support to Op HERRICK. Last
but not least 251 have been as busy as ever, this time conducting
Tyndale air portability tests, the state visit of South Africa and not
to mention some AT.

225 SIGNAL SQUADRON [ECM (FP)]

oC Maj BM Bingham MBE
SSM WO?2 (SSM) S Kenny

The world of Electronic Counter Measures (Force Protection)
continues to evolve and with the level of activity in Afghanistan
continuing to incr ease, it looks like its not going to quieten down
any time soon. Life continues, however, in our home base of
Lisburn, Northern Ireland, where the Sgn has been driving
forward with Leadership Courses, pre-deployment training,
adventure training and visits from various senior officers, most
notably the GOC Theatre Troops and the new Comd 2 Sig Bde.

ECM (FP) TROOP (AFGHANISTAN)

oC Capt Mark Holden
Tp YofS A/WO2 (YofS) Calvert
Tp FofS A/WO2 (FofS) Williams

The role of the ECM (FP) Toop (Afghanistan) is simple; to
support, maintain, enable and sustain every single piece of ECM
FP equipment in Afghanistan, from man pack boxes and base
stations to vehicle fits while conducting training to all UK for ces
within theatre, all with one officer and 18 very hard working Snr &
JNCOs. Add the odd project, the occasional equipment trial, the
very often “fast ball” and the Tp OC’ s never ending supply of LE
style cunning plans, it all adds up to a very committed, dynamic
and flexible Tp, without whom, movement ar ound Afghanistan by
UK personnel would grind to a very sticky stop, very , very quickly.
In short, the Tp delivers to allow the rest of theatre to conduct
their day to day activity .

With elements based across the whole theatre; Bastion, Kabul,
Kandahar and at a number of tactical locations, the job r emains
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varied and demanding, with ample opportunities to travel to
exotic locations acr oss Afghanistan in the search of that elusive
state of ECM Navarra. The Tp motors on under the watchful,
benevolent and fatherly glare of the SO3 ECM / Tp OC, Capt (Tfc
Offr) Mark Holden , who steers the happy ship ECM from his
deep bunker in LASHKAR GAR, from which many a phone call is
made to inform the Ops Yeoman, A/WO2 (YofS) Calvert , that he
“has a cunning plan”, and to r emind the Yeoman that things were
much harder during the war when the Tfc was a YofS (apparently
YofS Cse 53 was THE last hard course!).

Bastion Detachment is run under the ster n rule of Sgt Wright ,
who has instigated his own brand of discipline acr oss the board
and through his and LCpl Penns’ hard-work, have vastly
improved the working and social conditions of the detachment to
the envy of the rest of Bastion. The shiny new BASTION Main
Entry Point is now near completion, a pr oject that has caused Sgt
Wright significant hours of disturbed sleep over the past 3
months, but on its completion it will significantly enhance the
protection of all working fr om the MOB.

LCpl Johnston has left the fold of BASTION to spread the ECM
wealth and establish a new detachment within LASHGAR GAR.
Work in this location is thick and fast and he has pr oven to be a
multi tasking ninja; fixing ECM, avoiding the SO3, the MOB RSM
and the camp barber while keeping of f the sanger stag, truly
impressive work.

With R&R on a constantly rotating basis there is always one
member of the Tp away or as more than not, sat at the airhead in
KANDAHAR. Currently the record for the least amount of R&R
spent in the UK is LCpl Sutton , who only managed a total of 3.5
days at home due to delays, significantly limiting his noctur nal
activities. The rest of the Tp hope that this is not the start of a
trend.

251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj A Crapper
SSM WO2 (SSM) Gronn

It has been a busy few months for members of 251 Sig Sgn with
variety being the spice of life. We have seen members of the Sgn
on activities ranging from the shooting competition and helicopter
trials to parading on the Mall for the state visit of South Africa.

EXERCISE BABYLON TIGER - by Cpl Malla (1 Tp)
Despite commitments in Afghanistan and the r est of the world,

we cannot take our eye off the security of homeland UK. The
recent increase in threats from extremist groups and the London
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bombings has given us an early warning about how severe this
situation could be. It becomes even mor e relevant as we are
about to host the biggest event in decades “The London Olympic
Games 2012".

Considering all these factors, it is essential for us to make sure
that the ICS support we provide is always in very high level of
readiness. Currently 251 Sig Sqgn, which is based in Aldershot, is
tasked with the role of providing robust and high readiness ICS
support to the UK Ops. TYNDALE, the Sqgn’s bespoke
communication detachments ar e held at very high readiness
against the Technical Response Force and always on 3 hours
Notice To Move (NTM). It provides both secure and non-secure
voice-data plus workstations for the staf f users on the grounds,
through which they can access the World Wide Web, DII
accounts and all IT services.

On 17 Mar 2010, Ex BABYLON TIGER was carried out, where
TYNDALE with Sgt Grounds as LO and Cpl Evans as the Det
Comd were mobilised via air in order to test its air portability for
the first time. The detachment was loaded into a Chinook and
flown from Aldershot to Bramley Training Area. The move was so
quick that within 2 hrs of the call out, ICS support was set up by
the TYNDALE crew of Cpl Malla, LCpl Dacosta and Sig May
and ready for the staff users to carry out their tasks. The exercise
was extremely successful and for the first time air portability was
proved for the TYNDALE dets. It has given us extra boost in
rapid mobility of these detachments which we all ar e going to get
benefit in the near future.

TYNDALE being unloaded from a Chinook
EXERCISE BRONZE ENDEAVOUR - by LCpl Williams (2 Tp)

On Sunday 7 Mar the majority of 2 Tp personnel arose bright and
early at 5am (much to the dismay of Cpl Weller) to deploy to RAF
Honnington on Ex Bronze Endeavour, a UK Ops NARO exercise.
When we arrived on a very cold and windy airfield a lot of faces
dropped, but wer e soon picked up by the mention of cof fee and
doughnuts. After 2 days hard graft setting up the detachments in
different locations we could finally settle into a work r outine
supporting staff users for the rest of the week.

Both detachments wer e split into day and night shift. The day
shift assisted staff users by providing restricted and secret voice
and data. We also supported NARIMS (National Reconstruction
Information Management System) in the installation of an ISDN
line. The day shift was quite busy, however LCpl Loksom was
very disheartened due to the fact that he couldn’ t watch the new
episode of his favourite TV show, Glee. Night shifts however
were fairly quiet; maintaining the dets, rectifying any faults found
and carrying out backups when r equired.

On the Friday morning when Endex was called we packed up our
detachments and departed fr om the RAF base. After what
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seemed like hours of driving we arrived back safe and sound. A
good week had been enjoyed by all, but we wer e glad to be back
in Aldershot.

April sees the end of 2 Tp as we know it; reduced in size
dramatically and our Operators moving to 638 (London) Tp. 1
and 2 Tp will now both hold a “Gold” detachment, so if we ar e
called out then we will both deploy personnel to support the
incident. It has required a bit of work administratively , but, fingers
crossed should mean more time “off call” than the previous 6
months. A bowling tour nament and drinks will be held to say
goodbye to those Tp members leaving us; thank you for
everything you have put into the Tp in your tenures and we wish
you well in your new roles!

241 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj S Ing
SSM WO2 (SSM) P Belcher

241 Sig Sqgn is a Sqn of Installation Technicians whose mission is
to provide ICS cabling, installation and specialist expertise to UK,
Expeditionary and OGD Operations in order to enable the
supported Commanders’ ICS. We do this all over the world, in
various theatres for the most part as surge teams of 1 X SNCO +
6 ORs. These teams deploy for up to 8 weeks. Recent
deployments have included The British Indian Ocean Territories
(Diego Garcia) Jan — Feb 10, Brunei Mar — Apr 10, Op HERRICK
Jan — Mar 10. We also have a standing commitment to pr ovide a
5 man team at 24H NTM in support of NARO, rotation of troops
to British Forces South Atlantic Islands (Falkland Islands) and the
Comms Planning Office Liaison Officer post on Op HERRICK.

CO'S CUP FOOTBALL - by Sig Roads

With 241 entering the four team tour nament as overwhelming
favourites, they didn’t disappoint. The Team consisted of Capt
Davies, SSgt Lake , LCpls Billingsley , Simpson , Pyke, Sturdy,
Ronner and Hall and Sigs Roads and Byers. A convincing 4-1
win over 225 in the opening game of the tour nament put to rest
any rumours that the boys from Corsham had lost it. A 1-0 win
over 251 followed by a 3-1 win over 243 cemented 241 in the
final. The final showdown with 251 saw them hell bent for
revenge and on the attack from the off but the defensive duties of
LCpl Pyke and Sig Roads denied them the goal they craved.
The game finished 0-0 and went onto a nerve racking penalty
shootout, both teams missing several due to the tiny goals.
Eventually a world class stop by LCpl Billingsley put 241 in
control, followed by the winning penalty fr om LCpl Stur dy which
bought the trophy home for 241. Overall it was a great chance to
see our sister Sgns and get a good bit of healthy competition
going within the Regt.

The victorious 241 Sig Sqn Football Team
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243 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj N H Smikle
SSM WO2 (SSM) Alford

Life in the Sgn has never been busier with project HYPERION
keeping us on our toes and with the big date appr oaching fast,
we are all on tender hooks hoping it goes accor ding to plan.
Nevertheless the Sqgn has injected a bit of variety into the daily
routine with the entertaining high r opes course in HMS
Collingwood, leadership courses and various sporting events.

HIGH ROPES

Several volunteers and a few ‘voluntolds’ attended the high r opes
event at HMS Collingwood. After an all too brief safety
introduction we found ourselves gazing upon the setup, which
looked like an obstacle course but suspended vertically on thick
ropes and wires rather instead of laying on the ground. The very
sight of it made LCpl May'’s legs start to shake, something which
he energetically kept up for the entir e day.

At one stage 3-man teams raced up the ‘Jacob’ s Ladder’, a
series of logs suspended by thin wir es but when Cpl Simon
Crabtr ee’s team-mates both capitulated, he climbed to the top
on his own. Fearing people considering him a ‘her o’ he wimped
out of the ‘leap of faith’ two times in a r ow!

Although some fear of heights were shown, in particular by Sgt
Jones and Sgt James, the day was enjoyed by all.

REGIMENTAL EVENTS

OPERATIONAL SHOOTING COMPETITION — THE 241
EXPERIENCE - by LCpl Best

The time had come, once again, for 10 Sig Regts COs Cup Inter
Sgn Shooting Competition. The event lasted a full week, taking
place down on Salisbury and Warminster ranges. Luckily
throughout the whole week the weather was kind to all 4 sgns,
however nobody could anticipate the storm upon that 241 Sig
Sgn was going to unleash on the rival squadrons.

241’s training prior to the competition wasn’ t exactly professional;
we were unable to spend any time on the ranges at all. To that
end SSgt Micky Lake putin a superb effort to ensure we would
remember the shoots by making up some small scale figure 11
and 12 targets from paper clips and chewing gum. Needless to
say we didn’t fancy ourselves as favourites.

The week consisted of various shoots from the ETR ranges to
moving targets. Meanwhile the only shoot that would count to
the CO’s Cup was the Para Cup which took place on the final
day. The level of shooting was exceptionally high from 241 but
none more so than LCpl Thomas who later received the title for
‘best LSW gunner’ in the Regt. Also shooting well was Cpl Dan
Fellows , LCpl Hodson and our female, and officer from the
team, Captain Em Ker .

Our makeshift ranges did seem to pay of f though. When it came
down to the Para Cup 241 took it with ease, winning the CO’ s
Cup whilst not even breaking into a sweat. We would have even
had enough rounds left at the end to take a few pop shots at
passing pigeons had we wanted to! Overall it was an amazing
result for the Squadron, with another trophy to add to our
growing collection.

OPERATIONAL SHOOTING COMPETITION — THE 225
EXPERIENCE - by Cpl Harpham

With the COs Cup fully underway, March saw the shooting
competition once again. Things wer e run slightly different this
year with the event being broken down into two competitions, the
Operational Shooting Competition followed by the Parachute
Regiment Cup. After several weeks of team selection and
practicing the various shoots, 225 Signal Squadr on’s ‘Team
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Mallett’, lead by the fearless Capt Mallett , were full of confidence
heading to the mainland for the week long event.

The week started with two days of r ehearsals with each team
going through a few of the shoots, Team Mallett produced some
good scores and were looking forward to the competition getting
underway. Wednesday began, for 225, with the Whitehead Cup
where the team beat their previous high score with Cpl Lee
Hickman and LCpl Clair e White having an especially good
shoot. At the end of day one of the competition 225 finished with
top scores for the three shoots of the day, beating their own team
records and some team members wer e looking good for
individual prizes. With a further three shoots on day two, Team
Mallett’s lead was cut due to some excellent shooting fr om 241
and 251, but thanks to some good shooting themselves, 225 did
enough to secure victory in the Operational Shooting
Competition.

Friday morning saw the main event of the week, the CO and the
RSM looking on with OC’s, 2I/C’s and SSM’s all turning out for
the Parachute Regiment Cup. 225 were up first but unfortunately
couldn’t produce the same form they had showed in training and,
by their standards, achieved a very average score, after having to
re-shoot one of the practices. With 241 and 251 continuing with
the good form they had showed the pr evious day, it was clear it
was going to be a very close contest. When the r esults came in
it was bad news for Team Mallett. They were pipped to first
place by 241 who won with a 15 point mar gin leaving 251 in third
place.

On an individual level, Capt Mallett won Best Officer Shot and
Best Regimental Shot of the week with Sgt Luke Faulkner
winning Best SNCO Shot. Cpl Jay Gillar d and Cpl Kev Br own
both came close to winning best LSW Gunner and LCpl Chris
Tuck just missed out on best INCO. Despite feeling
disappointment in the Para Cup result, the week proved to be
excellent training and competition, with the team leaving the
ranges a few trophies heavier and now much more capable
shots.

EXERCISE BRUNO TORCH - by LCpl Harmer (638 Tp)

Ex BRUNO TORCH was a Regtl leadership exercise which was
initially feared by all; however as the week progressed this proved
that this was not an exercise to be scared of or to be avoided.
The ex was focused on leadership and development of the
JNCO's through out the Regt. Through the week we completed
various tasks to include thousand wor d essay’s on leadership,
discussion groups on current issues in the current climate,
command tasks some with combined PT and some without,
leadership theory lectures given by the RSM and appreciations,
which | personally found challenging having never done them
before.

Finally my personal favourite of the week was “Havoc” at HMS
Rayleigh in Plymouth where we under went a simulation of a ship
sinking due to damage. This involved plugging up holes in the
ship with wooden blocks and various braces. | think that almost
everyone was dreading Havoc but after it was finished | think we
all would have gone through it again and possibly the exercise DS
were even jealous that they didn’t get to have a go. The more
‘naturally well insulated’ members of the gr oup definitely coped
better in the cold water, while the two LCpl’s and Cpl Thor nton
did not (later described by one of them as “being so cold | seen a
brass monkey crying”).

The week was very enjoyable but at times challenging due to the
essays and appreciations, but | think the Regts INCO’s gained a
lot from it which will help us all in futur e development.

A PIECE FROM THE PISTE - by Lt Wallis
10 Sig Reg began their quest for silverware in Nov 09 with the
annual Corps Skiing camp. Lt Susie W allis (Captain), Lt Kier on

Scott, SSgt (YofS) Codack , Sgt Robert Fr ost, Cpl Jimmy
Proud, LCpl Cheryl Baker and LCpl Peter Hall departed from
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Aldershot on the 12 Nov for the four-week long race training
camp. The first couple of weeks wer e taken up with basic
technique training, everyone making marked impr ovements in
their style within a matter of days. The third week saw us all
move into gate training, which felt alien for most; being for ced to
turn where someone else dictated! Race week proved as
unpredictable as ever. Lt Scott and Sgt Frost had been battling
to outdo each other thr oughout but it was quite astonishing when
Sgt Frost finished 6th out of 89 racers in his first race. LCpl Hall
was the least experienced skier and showed that he had
successfully taken onboard his instructor’s advice and put in
some very good performances. SSgt Codacks attitude was “get
down safely”, perhaps not indicative of futur e racing potential, but
he should be commended for being the most r eliable finisher in
the team events! Cpl Proud finished in 8th place, his best yet of
3 years competing. Sgt Frost came 16th, a fantastic result for
his first season — it will be exciting to see what another year can
produce. Lt Wallis finished 3rd female and Lt Scott also did well
in his first year of racing, placing 27th. In the Giant Slalom we
came 3rd and in the Slalom were narrowly beaten by milliseconds
into 4th by 11 Sig Regt. Overall we came 4th as a team and
could return to the UK proud of the achievement, all having
developed our skiing ability no end.

A team of four (Lt Scott , Lt Wallis, LCpl Baker and LCpl Collins )
travelled back onto the continent in January to compete in the
4/5/Lon Div Championships — Ex Spartan Hike. The standard of
competition here was hugely varied; any unit can enter and so
there were skiers who had only started on snow 6 months earlier
right up to the Combined Services Champion fr om last year.
Additional to the GS and Slalom events, we had to complete the
“speed events” of downhill (straight down the mountain) and
Super-G (a few more turns but equally fast). It was some of the
coldest weather in Villeuneuve that we had experienced. The
training days saw glorious sunshine illuminate the course for all to
see but come the race itself the light was flat and cloud had
come in so that it tested even the top seeds! LCpl Collins put in
some excellent performances in the speed events; 34th in the
Downhill but a crash in the Super G saw him finish 51st overall, if
only he could stay on his feet who knows wher e he would have
ended up! Lt Scott enjoyed his first taste of downhill racing and
put in a great run in the individual slalom, finishing 64th. He
finished a very credible 80th overall and is looking forwar d to
progressing further next season when he takes over running the
Regtl team. LCpl Baker enjoyed the rather superior courses at
the Divisional meet; much preferring it to the harsh slope that the
Corps competition was held on. Her best performance was in
the team slalom where she came 66th and overall came 79th just
one place ahead of her boss! Lt Wallis had a consistent week
racing and finished as the 2nd female overall in the combination
even though she came to a complete standstill on the downhill!
Overall we were 11th out of 26 teams and with many of the other

teams being better funded infantry/cavalry teams (who had been
training for months), this was a very pleasing result.

Lt Wallis in the Inter-Services competition

Of the 120 competitors at this meet, a pr oportion was taken onto
the Army Championships, along with skiers from the German
Divisional competition — Ex Pipedown. Lt Scott and LCpl Bake r
said goodbye and made their way back to the UK, while LCpl
Collins and Lt Wallis moved down the valley for Ex Lion’s
Challenge. The technical events saw a fair few falls from LCpl
Collins but luckily we were videoed by Lt Wallis father, so we
could analyse where we had gone wrong in the evening. We
were living alongside the other 5 Royal Signals competitors and
were lucky to have outstanding weather for all the races. As the
downhill training commenced we wer e still in glorious sunshine
and kept our fingers crossed for the race day. The infamous “Luc
Alphond” black run gives the Army downhill r eal standing and
everyone who completes it feels a certain amount of pride (and
relief) when they judder to a stop by the crash-matting at the end.
There were two jumps built in this year and they wer e in very
quick succession, leading dir ectly into the rapid “gun-barr el” and
then the final steep “Wall” into

the village of Chantermerle.
LCpl Collins had started in
102nd place due to having
fallen such a lot and finished
an astounding 32nd, winning a
prize for the most places
gained in what is the blue-
ribbon event of the
Championships. Lt Wallis had
a good downhill and Super-G,
w~ .| getting noticed by the Army
-\ captain and finding out on the
last day that she would make
the team for the Inter-services.

All'in all it was a very
successful season for the
skiers from 10 Sig Regt and
plenty of potential to build on
next year. Thank you to the
Regt and those who provided
us with grants to mitigate the

Lt Scott attacking the course
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costs of competing.

&
THEWIRE, JUNE 2010 %
£

.



11th SIGNAL REGIMENT X
BLANDFORD "

o

7

h

e

Lt Col JAL V osper
WO1 (RSM) Mickey Y endell

RSM

11 Sig Regt, Engr Div (-) and CS Div (-) meged on 2 Nov 09 to
form the new 11 Sig Regt and became fully operational on 31
Mar 10. The Regt now delivers trade, military, leadership and
ethos training to Phase 2 and 3 soldiers. It is made up of over
500 military and civilian staff responsible for over 130 courses
annually. The standing student population is curr ently 925 and
over 5000 students attend training with the r egt on an annual
basis.
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HARROGATE CUP SWIMMING - by Sig Fowler

On Mon 8 Mar 10 (Battleaxe) Tp prepared for battle against the
other Tps in the Harrogate Cup swimming competition. Ther e
was a lot riding on this event as we had won the pr evious
volleyball event. Cpl Gaston expressed his desire to win again
and picked a side which, on paper, looked like a winning team.
The tournament was an eventful night that started with our
supposed Corps swimmer Sig Crooke doing the 50m freestyle
event. He asked to do it as it is his event, so you would think we
were on to a winner however, he dived in, his goggles came off
and he came last; not a good start. Poor Sig Crooke’s night got
worse when in his next event he nearly drowned in the shallow
end and was taken away in an ambulance, at which point you
know your team isn’t going to do well. Needless to say we
finished last, but the effort put in by the team definitely deserved
at least a second place. With Sig ‘flip flop’ Gor ey forgetting to
take his flip flops of f before his event and diving in with them still
on and Sig Brereton skilfully doggy paddling thr ough his event
we were definitely the most graceful team in the water; not to
mention the John West salmon style diving!

EXERCISE OUSTON HAVOC — by Cpl Smith

On 2 Mar a coach of Phase 2 soldiers from 11 Sig Regt
embarked on a journey to HMS Raleigh in Plymouth to take part
in a team building exercise on board HMS Havoc; the Royal
Navy’s sinking ship simulator.
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On arrival our group was taken into a small lectur e room where
we were given a series of safety briefs about the challenge we
would be undertaking. Once this was complete we wer e split
down into three teams of eight and a group of four which would
correspond to the areas we would have to save the ship from
sinking. The group was then issued white overalls to wear during
the simulation, after this we were given a tour of which rooms the
teams would have to tackle. During these tours each team was
individually briefed on what they would have to do and how to
stop the water from flooding into these certain ar eas.

When this was complete the teams wer e issued wet suits and
had chance to discuss how they wer e going to solve the
problems. As the first team boarded HMS Havoc there was a
sense of fear in the air, at the same time there was a feeling of
excitement to see what it would be like to be on boar d a ship
when it was filling up with water.

When on board we were directed to our action stations r oom.
When the simulation began the room began to fill with smoke and
the lights cut out, with water spraying fr om pipes above our
heads as we had to go down deeper into the ship. Once the four
man team had got into the diesel room, which was already knee
deep in freezing water, we had to think fast as there was a series
of leaks which were coming from the floor, pipes and walls. To
stop the water gushing out fr om the walls we had to block the
holes with wooden wedges. When the water had stopped we
had to put a more secure barrier over the holes. By this time the
water had risen to above head height. Other teams had to solve
the same type of problems and when the leaks had been
sufficiently stopped the simulation was terminated.

3 PEAKS CHALLENGE - by Sig Young

It was 0615 when we left for Scotland with most of us dr eading
the 9 hour mini bus journey that lay ahead. Most of the lads got
into their doss bags, but half an hour into the jour ney we had to
do a U-turn. Cpl Ricky Gaston forgot to pick up Cpl Hall, much
to our amusement. When we arrived at Erskine hospital we were
greeted by a member of staff and a World War Two veteran, ‘Mad
Harry’ Harrison who was 92 years old and was, up until a few
months ago, still walking the Erskine Bridge every mor ning!

The first room we were taken to on our tour belonged to ‘Mad
Harry’ and somehow he and 17 of us got into this r oom that was
far from what we were used to in our 10 man slum. He told us
about his experiences during the war and that he was taken as a
POW in North Africa; | could have stood there and listened to him
talking all day but time was against us and, once the tour of the
Hospital was over, it was time for another gruelling bus jour ney to
our accommodation for the evening in Camer on Barracks in
Inverness. Most of us were awake for most of the jour ney but as
soon as we got on the A9 and | heard ‘stay on road for 120miles’
from the sat-nav; it was definitely time to get back into the doss
bag.

By this time we were lost in Inverness and | was getting asked if |
knew where the camp was, my reply was “yes, | may be Scottish
but I come from Stirling Cpl”. Luckily we saw a cadet that was
going up to the camp so we gave him a lift in the van with him
directing. Finally there we were waiting for the other bus which
was about 10mins behind due to the fact it was r estricted to
62mph and ours wasn’t. The other van finally arrived and the first
thing that got said was that we wer e getting Sig Wilcox in our
van because he was doing SSgt Jim McGr ory’s head in, the
swift reply was, No!!! The following day 0600 saw us back on the
vans to Ben Neuvis to start the challenge. When we arrived we
couldn’t even see the top of the Ben as the snow and mist near
the top was that bad, so right fr om the start we knew that ther e
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was a chance we wouldn’t make it to the top. W e were right!
Just after the halfway point the snow got that bad for safety
reasons we had to stop; we wer e not off to a good start. But
determined not to let it get us down we piled back onto the vans
to Scafell Pike.

When we arrived there it was already dark but it looked mor e
promising as we could see lights coming fr om near the top, so
we thought the weather and snow wasn’ t that bad up there;
wrong! The same thing happened again, we got % of the way up
and the snow got deeper and the weather closed in so we had to
turn around. | felt sorry for the drivers because when we wer e
walking they were meant to be asleep, but the way things wer e
going they weren’t going to get much sleep at all. It was
decided that we wer en’t going to stay in the arranged
accommodation befor e Snowdon, we were just going to sleep in
the vans. We woke up to a sunny mor ning in Wales full of high
hopes! This time we slowed the pace down a bit and most of us
enjoyed ourselves more than we had on the other mountains. As
we came to the end of the paths on gentler slopes and started to
climb the snow became that bad that we had to tur n round; more

The boys beginning the ‘easy’ trek up Ben Nevis!

The one and a half peak challenge, as we now call it, was a great
experience for all of us. Some of the lads got to do things they
had never done before and we got an insight to the fantastic
work Erskine hospital does for serving and ex service personnel;
it was a fantastic experience enjoyed by all.

Night navving on Scarfell Pike

EXERCISE MERCURY SNOW RIDER 1 - by Sig Glass

The Ex started with an amazingly long journey from Blandford to
Rauris in Austria, 5 of us ‘crammed’ into a 16 seater mini bus.
WO2 Andy Fisher , SSgt Paul Fox and Cpl Daz Reid were doing
all of the driving whilst myself and Capt Morgan Ross sat in the
front with them doing our best to keep them awake. The jour ney
should've taken about 16 hours but ended up taking about 36
hours; it's amazing what a little bit (or a lot) of snow can do to
people travelling pretty much in straight lines! Aside from other
people crashing pretty much every 100 kilometres we made it
unscathed and were raring to go.
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Our first day on the slopes went well in my eyes, slow to start
with but by the end of the day we wer e managing to use our toe
and heel edges pretty well. |, however, didn’'t get the hang of
stopping well and kept managing to crash into all of the female
riders; a good result in my eyes though! From there it was on to
learning the basics in drifting left and right, something that was
really hard to get used to but Jack, our crazy Dutch instructor
from Ripstar, taught us all individual ways until we could all do it.
By mid week we were all managing well but when it came to
turning downhill with lots of people in the way when we wer e
picking up a lot of speed; we wer e becoming a bit of a hazard to
ourselves and lost Jamie , our American from SHAPE, with a
broken ankle! True to Army fashion though, the rest of us took
our bumps and bruises and got up and just went faster still!

The Rauris slopes didn’t have that many snowboarders on it apart
from the Royal Signals, | can’t describe how funny it is watching
that many obviously British people slowly car eering down a
mountain doing an impression of a teapot and falling in front of
unsuspecting skiers! By the Thursday we were starting on the
slalom practice, amazing all of the instructors who had never
taken groups that had progressed so quickly before. We did the
Novice qualifier for the slalom on the Friday and got some r eally
good times, Capt Ross ended up coming 2nd fastest and |
managed 11th, which | was very happy with. After the slalom we
all got presented with our certificates for completion of our
training. The night saw us saying goodbye to the Ripstar
instructors the best way we knew how; lots of beer , Jagerbombs,
fancy dress and bad squaddie pole dancing!

The Saturday was a much needed rest day. After all of the hard
work we had put in over the week, mixed with the har d send off
we gave the Ripstar guys, everyone was happy to chill for 24
hours. There was talk before the day of going up on the slopes
but everyone decided against it and thought it best to r est.
Sunday saw us back on the slope watching Intermediate and
Advanced groups do their slalom qualifiers. It was great to watch
the experienced riders do the slalom because we got to see the
techniques and some very fast times. It was also good to watch
WO?2 Fisher put his money where his mouth was and prove
himself as the reigning Corps Veteran (old guy) Champion, we
also got to see SSgt Fox do really well on his first time at the
camp. Cpl Reid was at the bottom of the slalom capturing
pictures of everyone as they came down the slope.

Monday and Tuesday were meant to be duel slalom knock-out
day but the weather was too poor and it got cancelled. That
meant we were allowed to go with our teams and do some of f
piste in some amazing powder. There’s a big difference in riding
off piste to on piste. On piste you can see a lot easier, off piste
you can’t see anything but if you fell (which we all did) it was like
landing in feathers. We then went to the very top of the piste and
rode it down of f track; BIG MISTAKE! SSgt Fox and | got
frustrated by not getting thr ough, so we unclipped our boar ds
and walked our way out. Walking in that kind of snow takes
about a minute per metre, so by the time we got out of it we wer e
both completely knacker ed! WO2 Fisher however managed to
ride his way out of the very deep powder with little dif ficulty,
filming us all struggling in the process.

11 Sig Regt team raring to go
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On Wednesday we finally got around to doing the slalom. It was
a really challenging day as everyone who qualified was trying
really hard and everyone got a lot of practice on Monday and
Tuesday so their turning was a lot quicker. We ended the Novice
event with me coming 9th and Capt Ross again coming 2nd.

Capt Ross showing his 180 skills!

Thursday had us qualifying for the border cross, a spectacularly
dangerous and amazingly fun event involving 4 people going
down a track meant for one! Three of us managed to qualify,
WO?2 Fisher keeping alive his chances of retaining the Veteran
Trophy, Capt Ross pushing for another podium place and myself.
| was surprised to qualify for that seeing | crashed 3 times. The
next day was the finals where we had one of the piste bashers on
call at the bottom of the track ferrying winners and second places
to the top again so they could carry on. The races went very well
and saw WO2 Fisher putting in an excellent performance and
retaining his much coveted title. | got taken out in my run,
settling for a top 10 position and Capt Ross came 2nd again,
winning him the prize of second overall novice. Allin all it was
the best 2 weeks | have spent in the Army and 2 of the most
memorable weeks of my life. I'm soon to be posted to 16 Air
Assault Bde HQ & Sig Sqgn (216) and will be pushing to go again
next year and see how well | can do as an intermediate!

Andy Fisher showing how to grind
2 (CATTERICK) SQUADRON

ocC Maj Jo Maynar d MBE
SSM WO2 (SSM) Al Fraser

HELLOS AND GOODBYES

2 Squadron would like to wish far ewell and best of luck to the
outgoing OC 2 Sgn, Maj Andy Wilson and his wife Kate, as he
leaves us to take up a post in Afghanistan in May. We would also
like to welcome our new OC, Maj Jo Maynar d, who has returned
from a period of mater nity leave with her husband Matt in tow.

C
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IRON TROOP
ocC Capt Loz Wilmor e
Tp SSgt Sgt Neil Grainger

THE GORDON'S CUP — 10TH APR 2010 — A TRAINEE'S
PERSPECTIVE - by Sig Lee

As an ex-Infantry soldier | went into the Gordon’s Cup with the
mindset of an ex Infanteer - “How har d can this be? It's only the
Royal Signals!”. | was to learn that all my previous thoughts were
to be proved totally wrong.

Starting at Pond Bottom, a field at the bottom of a very long, very
steep hill, 36 teams from all 3 Sgns in 11 Sig Regt were
competing to bring the cup back to their Sqn. The format was for
a Sect Comd, in this case me, to lead his/her section ar ound nine
military themed stands consisting of Observation, Map Reading,
Multiple Casualty Drills (First Aid), the 25mm Range, Counter IED
drills, Reaction to Effective Enemy Fire, the DCCT, Indirect Fire
Missions and the dreaded Casualty Extraction (a stretcher race).

Most of the stands wer e located somewhere on camp, or not far
outside the back gate, and starting fr om Pond Bottom we all had
10 mins to get to the stand you wer e on. If you didn’t make it in
time you were not allowed to take part and so lost the points.
Now most of these stands wer e quite conveniently sited at the
top of a hill and some distance fr om Pond Bottom, so a lot of
physical effort was needed to be put in just to get ther e in time.
Once you got to the stand a quick brief by the DS was given then
usually straight into task. Due to the large number of groups,
there was usually 3 other sections at the stand. The time
allocated to each task was around 5 mins and once everyone had
completed the tasks and the all clear was given, it was back to
Pond Bottom, again with a 10 min time limit. T o top off the
amount of running and tabbing that we had to do, you also had
‘fighting order’ with you, that being your webbing, day sack and
weapon, and also 2 H83 containers or ‘bur dens’ so the weight
added to the tiring runs.

The day was non-stop, ‘hard, fast and aggressive’ | suppose you
could say, and overall, definitely one of the hardest events | had
taken part in during my career due to its sheer intensity. | was
very impressed by the levels of physical stamina, motivation and
willingness to succeed not only in my section but thr oughout the
Regt. Yes we all had times where morale nearly hit rock bottom
and a few arguments may have occurred, but everyone pulled
through because you knew that you wer en’t the only one that
was feeling tired and hurting.

Equally impressive was the professionalism of the DS, a credit to
the Corps and definitely on par if not better than some of the
commanders | have come across before in my years in the
Infantry.

On a whole, the day was hard, however | feel privileged to say
that | took part in an event that has taken place at Blandfor d for a
number of years. It was just slightly disappointing to have lost
out to 3 Sgn and to have not br ought the Cup home to 2 Sgn.

BEAUFIGHTER TROOP

oC WOL1 Jase Lawer
Tp SSgt SSgt Matt Lee

ST DAVID’'S DAY

As Mr Morgan (OC B Tp) is a very poud Welshman, St David's
day in 11 Sig Regt was well advertised and promoted. The day
began with an early morning parade for all the Welsh phase 2
soldiers and permanent staff within the Regt. They were
presented with a daffodil, and together sang the Welsh National
Anthem, followed by Sig Davies having the honour of eating a
raw leek washed down with a pint of W elsh bitter. Later on a
Wales v England rugby 7s match was played with the W elsh
being victorious 43 — 7. This was a followed by a traditional Cawl
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in the bar followed by Welsh Cakes and more Welsh bitter. A very
traditional and patriotic day for all the W elsh soldiers of 11 Sig
Regt.

EXERCISE CATTERICK COHESION

With the new military training package in full swing, the Phase 2
soldiers are reaping the benefits of evening and weekend training
packages. Syndicate 1 are now on the 3rd and final phase of the
training package and the impr ovement to the standard of each
soldier's knowledge is obvious. So far the syndicate have
covered BCDT and Navigation. They surprised themselves on
the Nav Ex, when they all carried out a resection to pinpoint their
position. We are now looking forward to Ex CATTERICK
ASSAULT,; this involves the tactics phase including patr olling,
battle drills and basic C-IED training. During each phase the
Phase 2 soldiers have been improving their shooting skills and
this will culminate in them conducting the Fir e Team Assessment
on the final weekend. At the end of the syndicate package, ther e
will be an end of syndicate dinner, where prizes for top student
and best shot will be awar ded.

3 (HARROGATE) SQUADRON

ocC Maj E-J Bruce
SSM WO2 (SSM) R Luke

GORDON'’S CUP 2010

On Saturday 10th April 2010 36 teams took part in the ‘Gor don’s
Cup’ competition; a mixtur e of all military skills events. The aim,
to compete against thr ee other sections from different Sgs at
each stand and score as many points as possible.

The competition was a full day in the boiling Dorset sun and
included events such as Ranges, BCDT, REEF, IDF Mission and a
casualty extraction/str etcher race; a gruelling physical event
which was closely fought thr oughout the day between several 3
Sgn teams. The best section with the most points and wins went
to Section 31. However, the win didn’t come without a few hick-
ups. The first event of the day was REEF and it was maximum
points deploying our joker to double our scor e. This was achieved
even though Sig Moor e took it upon himself to advance on the
enemy despite the rest of the section unleashing hell from the
baseline. The second stand was up on the 25m range where
some good shooting from Sigs Howar d, Pragyan, Sanam and
Wright scored another maximum to keep the sections winning
momentum.

Yet another win followed in the map r eading event, but it was a
dropped stretcher in the final 200m of the casualty extraction that
cost us the victory in a close contest with another 3 Sgn team.
Second place was the reward, as it was in the following DCCT
event. This was a Section effort at a moving Target shoot.

Time restraints of the competition r esulted in a rushed C-IED
stand where a 3rd place was achieved. However, the positivity
and will to win from the whole section allowed us to make the

long slog to the BCDT stand and pick up another win with a good
performance all round.

Just 2 more events to go and the observation stand was first up
at FOB Thorpe where the suspect creation of a range card lead
us to another 2 points. Then the final stand, an IDF- Mission with
some extremely accurate Co-ordinates called in by Sig Moorby
clinched victory with another maximum for Section 31.

A great days competing all round from all the teams, instructors
and supporting staf f and a good chance for the r ecruits to put all
these military skills into practice and to good use.

EXERCISE HARROGATE DIAMOND 19-21 FEB 10
- by Sig Gough, Lightning Troop

Ex Harrogate Diamond was a 3 Sqgn Adventurous Training Ex
based around Cardiff and organised by Cpl Middlemiss . On the
Friday 35 Phase 2 trainees set off for Maindy Barracks. On the
Saturday morning we were split into 3 groups, my group
consisting of 12 people. There was an order of which the
activities occurred, including walking, mountain biking and r ock
climbing.

First the walking. We walked alongside a river towards the
millennium stadium, a nice start to the day. Mountain biking was
our next activity; unfortunately for us some of our Cpls wer e keen
bike riders. The trail on which they took us up was a steep
mountain which consisted of narr ow ledges covered in small
boulders. | thought | was confident on a bike until | attempted
this! However, everyone made it to the top and only a few fell of f
in the process.

The final activity was rock climbing. Due to the fact it was
indoors we had a lot of walls to try . It was fun but challenging.
You had to put a lot of trust into your partner .

On Sunday we all set off to do archery and quad biking. Many
people picked up ar chery quite quickly but ther e is definitely a
technique to it. The quad biking was very enjoyable, due to the
fact it was incredibly wet and muddy. First we had a lesson on
how to manoeuvre on the bikes, however Sig Graham didn’t
want to do this and kept veering of f in her own direction. There
were a few set tracks to go on and one of them had a ledge
which caused you to fall into a knee deep puddle. I'm sur e it's
safe to say everybody didn’t mind getting muddy as it was so
much more fun.

After lunch we all moved onto paintballing wher e we were split
into 2 groups, red and blue, for the 4 games. The first game was
get shot once and you're out. The second, we had to hit a
hostage and were only out if we got hit on our paintball guns.
During this game a few of my own team mates couldn’ t reach the
opposite team from their position and decided to get me instead,
| got annihilated! The third game was set out across a bridge;
one team had to protect a fuel can. This game was a bit more
tactical, one hit and you'r e out. The fourth game was total wipe-
out; you were out when your ammo ran out. The aim of this

game was to take the fort. Sig Stuar t took this game
literally and just made a run straight to the fort, wher e
the whole of the opposite team tur ned in and pelted
him with as many paintballs as they could. He was a
state!

COMMAND TRAINING GROUP
oc Maj B White

TROOP COMMANDERS’ COURSE 75 — VISIT TO
ETRS

Early on 1 Feb 10, the Officers of Tp Comds Cse 75
left Blandford for a long day of travelling. Their
destination was LEcole Des Transmissions (ETRS)in

The winning section with the SOINC,Comd DCCIS, Corps RSM, 11 Sig Regt CO and
RSM and OC 3 Squadron
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Rennes, France. After a slight navigational
embarrassment (don’t trust a ‘SatNav’ in a for eign
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country), the Offrs were greeted by their French counterparts who
took much pleasure in offering local delicacies such as Frogs’
Legs and Crouque Monsieur as well as the obligatory glass or
two of red wine.

Tuesday began with a welcome brief from the Commandant of
ETRS which was followed by a hearty breakfast of a croissant
and black coffee. The remainder of the morning was taken up
with CIS equipment displays and a look ar ound some of the
French vehicles where 2Lt Dixon stole the show by falling of f a
wheeled Area Systems detachment! During the afternoon, the
French and British Officers conducted a combined discussion
group on the Law of Armed Conflict. Although based ar ound the
Geneva Convention it was interesting to see the differences of
opinion of the two Nations - especially the debate of ‘can we
really shoot an unarmed POW in the leg if he runs away?’ Such
discussions were continued over for a 5 course dinner with the
French Lts on Tuesday evening in the impressive grounds of a
Chateau in Rennes.

On Wednesday the course was briefed on the French Offrs
selection and training processes and how it differs from that of
the British Army. Demonstrations of the French weapon system
and CIS Simulator were on the agenda for the afternoon. Luckily,
all of these briefings were in English as the British Offrs hardly
spoke French — as we were constantly reminded by our hosts!

On Wednesday evening, the French and British Offrs travelled to
St Malo for a most enjoyable dinner and an inter esting drink in a
very colourful cocktail bar.

French and British discussions

Thursday morning’s programme included a ‘Voice of Experience’
lecture by French Inf Offr who had recently returned from
Afghanistan. This was followed by a lecture on Urban Operations
delivered in French but with Bi-lingual slides. Once again it was
interesting to see how our European colleagues view such
operations. On Thursday afternoon, we were bussed to a forest
area approximately an hour away from ETRS. Here we
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conducted a ‘Trail' — a 15Km run along the forest paths.
Navigation was by the use of track maps which showed the
correct route to take at each track junction. After all the r ed wine
and cheese we had consumed during the week, this run actually
proved to be quite a challenge! Our final night in Rennes was
spent in the company of the French Lts over another long dinner,
this time in a Medieval Restaurant.

All in all, TC75 enjoyed a busy 4 days at ETRS and many new
friendships were formed between French and British Officers —
just ask 2Lt Ali Wall! We were superbly hosted and look forwar d
to reciprocating in April when the French Offrs visit the Royal
School of Signals.

HOCKEY - 11 SIGNAL REGIMENT v L WC WARMINSTER

Having won our semi the day before with a convincing win over
26 RA we boarded a coach to travel to Aldershot, wher e we
would face the Land Warfare Centre who had beat us in the Div
Cup just 2 weeks previously. We travelled in silence stopping
only for burgers (as all top sports teams do) and arrived about an
hour before our game, then straight to the changing r ooms.

As with a lot of these kind of sporting occasions the CO was in
the changing room to give a rallying speech, unlike most, this
speech was done in shin pads and with stick in hand as he would
be joining us on the playing field. After the CO had fired us up it
was the captains turn to speak. We were told to play our game
and reminded of the importance of discipline, as we had
struggled when briefly down to ten in the semi due to a yellow
card (and sin binning). We left the changing room pumped up
and focused as a team; in 20 minutes the game would start.

As per our team captains orders we started at a high tempo. Our
forwards, team captain Maj Tim W ood and Sgt John Howe
stuck to the game plan and immediately neutralised their aerial
threat and best weapon against us in previous matches. The
midfield backed up the forwar ds well and kept all the early
possession in the opposition half with us being awar ded a
number of penalty corners. In the 9th minute Sig Vinnie Vincent
converted a penalty cor ner with a superb drag flick. The game
then moved back a forth with both teams playing well until we
gave away a penalty corner and the scores were level again at 1-
1. We experienced a period of pressure and had to defend a
number of corners, Sig Vincent and myself charging down
several shots. Just before half time we regained the upper hand
with some great play by Sigs Hughes and Smith in the centre of
the park allowing Sig Vincent to get his second goal and the
team a 2-1 lead at the interval.

With words again from Lt Col Vosper and Maj Wood we started
the second half well and Maj Wood had scored inside five
minutes of the restart. Now under real pressure LWC moved their
best player from defence to a more attacking role and this put our
defence on the back foot and we conceded 2 quick goals, back
on level terms at 3-3. With this hammer blow it was WO2 Eddie
McKinney' s voice from the centre of defence heard bellowing
orders. The defence and midfield immediately sorted out their
game and the initiative was ours once again. With fear instilled in
our defence and leadership up front we again got penalty cor ner
after penalty corner. LWCs defence finally broke again and Sig
Vincent got his hat trick and we had a 4-3 lead. With the game

in the balance and less than ten minutes to go, WO2 McKinney
tightened the defence, not allowing the wing backs to get forwar d
past the halfway line. With Lt Col Vosper making darting runs up
the left and Cpl Jonny Fraser up the right we looked like we
might get another. Then in the last minute Sig Gaz Hughes gets
his chance from open play, a horribly miss hit reverse stick shot
bobbles over the line and its in, 5-3, 11th Signal Regiment ar e
ARMY CUP WINNERS!

FOOTBALL
11 Sig Regt boats 2 football teams, the Regt side and Blandfor d

Sports FC (BSFC), the latter being part of the Dorset FA. When
BSFC joined theDorset leagues they entered in Division 3 but
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were quickly promoted in their first season to Division 2.

Currently sitting third the are hoping for a promotion spot in 2010,
achievable if they win 5 out of their 7 remaining matches. The
team, sponsored and supported by 11 Sig Regt, have grown from
strength to strength, proven by the team making the Dorset
Intermediate Cup Final. This was played on Thu 15 Apr 10 where
they won 3-1 due to a hat trick by Sig Agar. The Final was an
‘edge of your seat nail biting clash’ between two top teams. The
first half saw BSFC and there opponents Ferndown Town both

testing each other with balls going thr ough the centre using their
midfield to the best of ther e abilities but soon realised that
Blandford Sports had the upper hand playing 5 in midfield. The
second half saw Ferdown Town using long ball tactics, missing
out our midfield and hopefully hitting their striker which worked
quite well until the strength of our defence came into play with
great tackles coming from Sgt Wood, Sig Gill and Sig Roman .
Through all the pressure and hard work for 90 minutes Blandfor d
Sports FC walked away with a great victory and the Dorset Cup.

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT -
(ELECTRONIC W ARFARE) ?
HAVERFORDWEST

CO Lt Col T J Carmichael
RSM WO1 (RSM) G Topps

14 Sig Regt (EW) has been as busy as ever since the last edition
of the Wire was published. Most importantly , 223 Sig Sgn (EW)
have now all safely recovered from Afghanistan after a particularly
tough tour and 237 Sig Sqn (EW) have now taken on the mantle
as the CFH EW/SI Sgn and are fully immersed in providing EW
support to 4 Bde. The Rega Ex, Ex DRAGONS TALON 13 at
SPTA, saw Cawdor Barracks purged of almost all manpower to
support the Regts main effort. There was a great deal individuals
needed to support 226 Sig Sgn (EW)’s training, namely from Ops
and Sp Sqn but not for getting 245 Sig Sqn (EW) who provided all
the Electronic OpFor. Throughout the ex the Regt had a number
of very important visitors to host, namely Commander Field Army ,
Lt General B White-Spunner , which enabled us to fully
demonstrate our capabilities.

223 SIGNAL SQUADRON (ELECTRONIC W ARFARE)

ocC Maj A Bowman
SSM WO2 (SSM) R Howe

AN OVERVIEW - by Capt J W Hooker

223 Sig Sgn (EW) arrived back in the UK on 25th March 2010,
having successfully completed an ar duous six-and-a-half months
in theatre as the Combined Force Helmand (CFH) EW/SI Sgn. It
has been a long road to get to this point, and as | write the sqgn is
preparing to go on six weeks of richly deserved leave. The sqgn
will come to look back on a job well done, not least because we
all came back intact, although ther e have been a few close calls;
for now though, getting some leave in and then looking forwar d
to AT and a Battlefield Study is a welcome br eak from thinking

about Afghanistan. o

LIFE AS AN ELECTRONIC WARFARE LIAISON OFFICER
- by Lt L J Spencer

Reporting for duty at Cawdor Barracks in November 2009, |
was initially disappointed after being categorically told
throughout my Tp Comds Course that | would not be
deploying. | was therefore thrilled that in true Army fashion
this had all changed upon arrival at the Regt. Planning to
join the squadron over halfway through their tour, a frantic 8
weeks ensued trying to achieve currency in all MATTs, and
complete OPTAG; this was also interspersed with the Regtl
Christmas ‘silly season’ antics. On top of this, | had to
absorb as much information as possible about the EW kit
that | would be briefing a BG Comd on shortly and lear n
how to operate TACSAT, most of which is not cover ed on
the ‘Troopies’ course!

Upon arrival at Patrol Base 2, with the Combined Force
Nahr-E-Saraj (S), my first exposure to EW involved a threat
against a helicopter... which was my transport in! However ,
| soon learned that scaremongering was a typical insurgent

Occupying a desk in the J2 Fusion Cell, | became a conduit
between the BG HQ and the BEWCC at Lashkar Gah. The
majority of my working day consisted of liaising with the BG Int
staff on intercepts and assisting the Bde and BG ICP (Intelligence
Collection Plan) by producing a daily EW IntSum for the AO.
Other daily tasks included tasking Airbor ne SIGINT platforms
operating in the AO, briefing J3/J5 on EW for ce laydown
throughout the AO for Op MOSHTORAK, and future positioning of
EW assets for subsequent ops and the Bde RiP.

Daily routine in PB2, BG HQ of 1st Bn Coldstr eam Guards, was
quite comfortable. | quickly settled in to life as a Guar dsman;
learning to wear a belt over my smock, parading twice weekly

and stagging on the ‘Super Sangar’ for two hours a day due to
manpower shortages. A four-hour patrol carrying ECM
completed my transformation to Guar dsman! Running water from
a well for washing, a cement mixer-come-washing machine and
the various stray cats and dogs wondering ar ound meant that,
dust storms aside, PB2 resembled a typical married quarter in the
UK - | felt quite at home!

The job of an EWLO is an extremely interesting and challenging
opportunity, with a great deal of responsibility placed on your
shoulders from the outset. Briefing the BGHQ on EW capabilities
and equipment seen only briefly at Blandfor d, and adding a
degree of analysis to intercepts despite little training, wer e the
bread-and-butter of the job and ensur ed a steep learning curve.
However, the job was an extremely fulfilling one; especially when
one of your detachments happened to pr ovide a Tactical-Tip-Of f
(TTO) to a patwl on the ground, ultimately saving lives; or some
EW-derived information forms a key part of a Target Pack leading
to further action being taken. In all, | had a thor oughly enjoyable
tour and feel the baptism of fir e was excellent preparation for my
job as a Tp Comd upon arrival back at Brawdy .

tactic; hearing the ubiquitous ‘Allah Ackbar’ r esulted in
kinetic action only a small proportion of the time.
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Lt Luke Spencer (Far right) with the Coldstream Guards BG J2 Cell
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CFH EW/SI SQN ECHELON - by Sgt S Grindle

Working predominantly as a five man team, the EW Echelon was
a busy and fast-paced place to work during Op HERRICK 11. At
times during the operation however, the Echelon at Camp Bastion
was down to a two man team which made it that extra bit mor e
demanding to work there. WO2 (SSM) Rob Howe was in charge
of all the movements that the sqn needed thr oughout the
province, as well as the unenviable job of trying to look after the
sgns interpreters — more like being a créche manager at times.
Sgt Stu Grindle was in charge of the tech support to the sqgn.
This was a job that involved ensuring that all systems remained
operational; any systems that moved did so with a seamless
transition of service, ensuring that the mundane job of egpt car e
was up to scratch, and also pr ovided a good platform for all
future EW deployments.

Sgt Wayne Arnold was our EW SQMS and was responsible for
all of the tech spares that needed to be demanded (and due to
the age of equipment this was a lot!) as well as ensuring that the
sgn clothing demands wer e dealt with as well. In addition to this,
he was also in charge of entertaining the echelon, playing of the
guitar with a wink that is so cheesy that it has to be seen to be
believed! Cpl Paul Appleby was responsible for the maintenance
of all the generators within the sqn as well as acting as the MT
Rep. In addition to these responsibilities, Cpl Appleby also acted
as our rep at the HLS when moving personnel in and out of
Bastion — a larger task than it sounds with all the chopping and
changing that went on at the detachments. Even though he will
have you believe that he was always busy, he still managed to fit
in a “pensioners” most days!

LCpl Neil Bloyce was responsible for the Crypto that was
needed for our tour. He spent many hours tidying his board and
generally trying to look busy, before he was eventually replaced at
Echelon by ...well... nobody. LCpl Bloyce was, however, the
happiest morning person at the Echelon, something that didn’ t go
down too well with Sgt Arnold and Cpl Appleby (definitely not
morning people — it took them two hours in the mor ning to talk to
each other, and they lived in the same tent). Life at EW Echelon
was mainly spent sorting out any of the demands fr om the
outstation detachments and any other taskings supplied fr om our
Bde EW Coord Cell (BEWCC).

226 SIGNAL SQUADRON (ELECTRONIC WARFARE)

oc Maj B Fitch
SSM WO2 (SSM) M Collins

EXERCISE DRAGONS TALON 13 — by LCpl P Burns

On the 8th March 2010, 226 Sig Sqn (EW) deployed on Ex
DRAGONS TALON 13, a three week confirmatory exercise in
preparation for the upcoming deployment later this year. The Sgn
was divided into LEWT (Light Electronic Warfare Team) and
MEWT (Medium Electronic Warfare Team), with some personnel
occupying the BEWCC and various HQ elements.

The ex began with various training on the kit befor e a short two
day ex in the first week, followed by the main ex at the start of
the second week. The LEWTs and MEWTs were dispersed to
cover a large area of SPTA. During the ex the MEWTs remained
static and the LEWTs were moved to various locations around the
Plain as the ex saga unfolded. Most patrols were accommodated
rather nicely in FOB type compounds, one patr ol, courtesy of
LCpl CJ W oollon , found residence in a disused underground
bunker, which wasn't ideal for LCpl Jones’ fear of spiders.

The patrols got “comms” (not “contact” — Cpl Crooke ) with the
BEWCC using various means and the ex began to pick up pace.
Comms at one point was appar ently hard to achieve, reflected by
the many requests for a long count from LCpl Wallace in the
BEWCC, coincidentally; many found this to be a gr eat source of
amusement, and a Northern Irish accent sighing a long count on
the net could often be heard at night! Excitement in the BEWCC
apparently boiled over one night with Cpl Jones allegedly
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missing the toilet after eating a spicy pizza (thanks to Cpl Jones’
sidekick Cpl Crooke for that insight).

As the ex went on, the patrols were kept very busy as enemy
activity intensified, which pr ovided useful training for all patr ol
members. In turn the BEWCC had a lot of information to pr ocess
as the sensors on the ground were furiously sending up what they
had gathered. The ex was dynamic, so the information the
patrols were sending up to the BEWCC had an impact on ex play
and on the outcome of events. This was illustrated on the final
day of the LEWT deployment when the FOB that all patrols found
themselves co-located in came under attack. The patr ols were
getting information to suggest this, and could ther efore make
adequate preparations to hold off an enemy advance. When the
attack came in, the resources and equipment available made
target indication and command and contr ol more fluid.

Overall the ex was a success as most, if not all participants,
improved their knowledge and experience as well as receiving
positive feedback from the CO, Lt Col Tim Carmichael .

237 SIGNAL SQUADRON (ELECTRONIC WARFARE)

ocC Maj W Holbr ook
SSM WO2 (SSM) M Fairclough

AFGHANISTAN MST OVERVIEW —by Lt L Dobson

Having clocked up just shy of 1 million miles travelling along the
M4, 237 Sig Sqn (EW) finally completed their Mission Specific
Training and deployed on Op HERRICK to take up their role as
TFH EW/SI Sgn for Op HERRICK 12.

In the preceding 6 months they undertook intensive theatr e
specific training, whilst also impr oving their basic soldiering skills
with a series of excellent range packages, including one
particularly snowy week at Hythe ranges. The bread and butter
EW skills were kept sharp by training in a variety of environments,
where the accommodation ranged fr om a basher for the LEWTs
to a hotel in Devon for the MEWTs.

The training culminated in a 2 week FTX on SPTA, living in the
FOBs alongside the Battle Groups we will be supporting on Op
HERRICK 12. The training was as ralistic as possible, including
high levels of support helicopter pr ovided to move assets around
the training area. The exercise was a great opportunity to sell
ourselves and fully integrate with the various sub-units deploying
alongside us, and LCpl Williams deserves praise for impressing
the Adjt and 10 from 1 SCOTS GDS.

A Lynx helicopter supporting the 4 Bde MRX
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A couple of minor glitches aside, the deployment of Sig Tirr ell
and his chalk went smoothly, although it never hurts to check,
recheck, and triple check the passports as Sig Wilkinson
managed to be knocked back at Brize Norton. After a brief but
informative handover with 223 Sig Sqn (EW) the esteemed OC,
Maj Bill Holbr ook, has now taken the reigns, landing with our
feet running in the midst of Operation MOSHTARAK. We look
forward to a safe and successful 6 month tour befor e returning to
the glories of deepest darkest Brawdy .

245 SIGNAL SQUADRON (ELECTRONIC WARFARE)

oC Maj M J Crinnion
SSM WO2 (SSM) P Jenkinson

BASIC FREEFALL PARACHUTING COURSE AT NETHERAVON
—by LCpl C Antrobus

Having recently returned from Op HERRICK 10, our OC, Maj
Mark Crinnion , organised a two week parachuting course for 10
members of 245 Sig Sqn (EW) at the Joint Service Parachuting
Centre (North) at Netheravon. Unlucky for our contingent, the
first week was plagued by bad weather and due to this no jumps
took place. During this week we conducted compr ehensive
ground training consisting of exits fr om the aircraft, the
importance of corr ect body position, and | believe the most
important, the reserve drill - to be used when a malfunction
occurred and this was later to be used by a couple of unfortunate
people on the course.

The second week began with sunny skies and little wind. Jump
day had arrived with a mixtur e of fear, anticipation and
excitement descending on us all. On the flight up, few wor ds
were said however people seemed calm until at 3,500 feet the
door was opened. The sudden rush of air definitely woke people
up and the realisation that we were about to jump out of a
perfectly good aircraft set in. | honestly don’t remember much of
the first jump, just unbelievable relief when | looked up to see the
canopy fully open. After the first jump was successfully
completed everyone met to exchange war stories, but soon after
the instructors called us in to watch our jumps. Apart fr om being
hilarious, they analysed our exits and gave us pointers on how to
improve along with the promise that the second jump would be
even scarier. This seemed odd until we were sat in the door and
realised that they were definitely right. From that jump on it
became easier and more enjoyable. During the course there were
a number of ‘unique’ exits like myself and Sig Rob Eyr e who
seemed to slip out of the door rather than jump. Ther e were also
others who didn’t possess the ‘natural’ parachuting talent; such
as WO2 Daz Edge! However, some of us excelled, like SSgt
Byron Marshall, who progressed onto his first freefall with a 4
second delay.

Although the whole experience was extremely nerve-wracking,
almost everyone enjoyed the course with some even planning to
return to Nethers to pursue the sport further.

u’ . i
SSgt Byron Marshall about to jump — the look of fear
SUPPORT SQUADRON

oC Maj C Kidd
SSM WO2 (SSM) D Windsor

SUPPORT SQUADRON RANGE PACKAGE - by LCpl Geggie

On the morning of the 08 Mar 10, Sp Sqn deployed to
Warminster range to undergo the range package in the lead up to
firing the new ACMT. Eventually Sig Fear nley managed to get us
lost on the way, a mini bus was dispatched to meet us and escort
us to the range. At least Sig Fearnley is consistent in all that he
does!

We were met by Sgt Ross Turner and Sgt Kitchin who were the
two RCOs for the ranges that were to follow. After the range
safety briefing we proceeded to the 100m zeroing range and were
broken down into details. The majority of the tr oops managed to
group and zero reasonably quickly, however a select few had to
remain on the zeroing range and formed ‘skill school’. Sgt
Kitchin and his merry range team attempted to r e-teach the
marksmanship principles and the art of firing fr om other firing
positions to our lesser gifted colleagues!! They eventually
finished at around 1330 hrs and everyone was relieved to enter
the troop shelter, due to the freezing elements outside. It
reminded the Sgn 2IC, Capt Shaun Fleming , of his time on
Mount Viterog, but that's a story for another time!

Once the details had completed the gr ouping and zeroing range
they were sent to the ETR where they would then fire LF 9 and
the new ACMT with Sgt Turner. But things with the special
group still weren't looking good, with certain people like LCpl
‘Barn Door’ Edwar ds managing to hit every target at 300 and
200m, but not hitting a single thing at 100 and 50m!!! Due to
some great coaching by the range staff and a lot of patience from
everyone else, all members of the Sgn who turned up, completed
the package within the 2 days allotted for the range package.

&
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xV1 16th SIGNAL REGIMENT 50
ELMPT sl

CO Lt Col AM Fallows
RSM WO1 (RSM) G Sinclair

JFCIS — OP HERRICK 12

After a slightly delayed entrance into theatre, good old RAF, the
JFCIS hit the ground running, with a number of detailed briefs
and handovers from 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt before the
TOA on 10 Feb 10. Everyone was raring to go, desperate to get
their teeth into the job in hand, even if it did initially seem like a
mammoth task. The CO and RSM were quick to find out how
difficult it could be to get out of KAF on their initial visit to KABUL

30

when after waiting through the night to fly; they wer e eventually
told it wouldn’ t happen. However JFCIS have been able to move
around theatre in order to get a full idea of the stresses and
strains being felt by everyone.

There have been a number of IDF attacks (and fire alarms that
have been mistaken as attacks), to which all have reactedquickly
and professionally. This included WO2 (RQMS) Woodall who
looked like he had fallen into a sporadic fithess r outine after
hearing one such alarm during the RSOI package. There has
been an influx of visitors including our Colonel in Chief, The
Princess Roya |. During this visit she was keen to see how the
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Regt had dealt with the move into theatr e and how the current
operations shape our daily routine.

230 (HELMAND ICS) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj H J Scott
SSM WO2 (SSM) D Wheeler

Following a well deserved 3 week Christmas break, the Sgn
returned to complete the final parts of their pr e deployment
training. Ex OPENING GAMBIT provided the Sgn with an
opportunity to put to test their military and communications
training. A busy few days for all, the ex was a complete success
and the addition of the Amputees in Action added a huge amount
of realism (and panic) to many of the serials. This was also the
first time that the Sgn had been together since the Regt r e-
organised in Sept 09, due to the amount of Special to Arms
training people had been required to complete.

February has seen the Sgn deploy on Op HERRICK as the
Helmand ICS Sig Sgn (HICSSS). Spead across Helmand
Province, HICSSS has personnel deployed in Camp Bastion,
Lashkar Gah and 6 Forward Operating Bases. Several weeks in,
the Dets are all now into routine but the pace of life for us all
remains frenetic. With the start of R&R on the horizon, everyone
is already looking forward to their two weeks r espite.

A sunset over MSQ DC

BASTION ICS TROOP

oC Lt Brinkworth
Tp SSgt SSgt Shubert

On 4 Feb 2010, Bastion Troop, 16 Sig Regt set off on a journey
destined for Afghanistan. We were meant to be flying from
Hanover that day but the plane had a fault, so we eventually
stayed in a hotel courtesy of the RAF movers. The hotel was
sheer luxury which was the last thing we expected on
deployment to Afghanistan. The next day, half of the Tp got to fly
out whilst the rest of the Tp had to fly back to England to depart
from RAF Brize Norton. After a few more delays from several
airports we finally arrived some days later than expected. It had
turned out to be a very difficult and arduous journey with very
little sleep.

The first week at work was very stressful trying to hand the
equipment over within each section. Having no vehicles made it
ten times worse as we had to walk everywhere, and Camp
Bastion is not small - only 38km ar ound the perimeter fence.

After a few days of hard work we had finished the handover and
had settled into our jobs. It was now time to let the outgoing Tp
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step back and begin to do the job for ourselves. After ar ocky
start we have now started to settle into our day to day work and
surroundings. The Sqgn have started doing physical training thr ee
times a week at 0615hrs, which everyone particularly enjoys. The
air is always full of dust, which makes physical training very har d
as it feels like you cannot breathe properly — this is not helped by
the fact that Camp Bastion is quite high above sea level. Our
normal working day is 0800hrs-2000hrs which at first seemed like
a long day. We are always busy however so the days do go very
quickly. Often we will need to come in late to fix faults and make
sure the power within the Tp is running smoothly . The weather
was cold when we first got her e, but now it reaches temperatures
of around 20-25 degrees C, which is hot in comparison to
Germany and the UK, but it will only get hotter so we all need to
start adapting to the climate.

The morale is always good, which helps everyone to keep their
heads up and get on with the job, even when times ar e tough.
Despite work sometimes being very hard and stressful, | think
morale will remain high and we will have a very good and
enjoyable tour. Despite the rough and slightly frantic start, we are
now looking forwar d to the challenges that the tour will bring.

LASHKAR GAR TROOP

ocC Lt O'Toole
Tp SSgt SSgt Briggs

As soon as the team stepped of f the plane in KAF, we were
thrown into the thick of it. This was par for the course, arriving
into Bastion at 0400hrs and we’ve been non-stop ever since. W e
spent the next few days interr ogating our 1 ADSR counterparts
and extracting as much information as possible fr om them.
Before we knew it we were flying solo and only then was the true
size of the task ahead revealed. Sgt Matt Caddy has been
learning the art of defence against a phone which rings
continuously, whilst Cpl Mike Sammons had found his own
solution to this problem: Mountain Dew and no sleep. Sgt lan
Brazier' s servers have been up and down more times than a
floozies’ drawers and Sig Rick Ostler has greatly enjoyed
fending off such gems as “what do you mean my glasses case
can’t make my mouse pointer move on the screen?” Last but not
least Sig Dave Patterson has been experiencing the delights of
Musa Qal’eh whilst providing some essential IS support.

TECHS

Following the HOTO from the previous detachment the techs
have begun to familiarise themselves with the equipment in our
location. Having rectified the obvious faults with the main
equipment in the det we are now beginning to uncover less
obvious problems which have been well disguised by dets of the
past. During a routine area check LCpl Chadwick spotted a
suspicious package which resulted in the troop donning full kit
and taking cover in the basement. The package was later
identified as an unused drain pipe with black nasty over it to
prevent water getting in. This resulted in a VERY red faced LCpl
Chadwick .

FOB TROOP — FOB JUNO

The first few weeks of the tour have seen the detachment settling
in well after the handover from 1 (UK) ADSR. Contrary to the
briefings we had prior to our arrival, the sun loungers wer en’t
prepared for us and the sunbathing definitely has not been top of
the agenda. The brochure definitely needs amending before the
next crew arrives as this very much a Des Res under construction
(with a lot of room for improvement). In all faimess as FOB
locations go there are worse and sometimes we even have
running water!! All members of the detachment are now signed
up to the gym so those left behind should get a much impr oved
version to that which left home in January .

Literally from the moment the vehicles pulled up in FOB JUNO

and the lads dropped off their bags they have been involved in
sorting out problems. Sig Thurkettle can normally be found
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happily tinkering with cables and generators at the back of the
main Ops building. LCpl Speed has been a godsend to the
much maligned Signals platoon from the infantry stationed here
and has quickly taken to working shifts on the tactical
communications. LCpl Sylva has hardly seen the light of day
since he got here as he has inherited an awesome work load.
SSgt E-J has, as with LCpl Sylva been run off his feet since
coming into location and is often hear d to mutter ‘not again’ as
the link disappears, this tends to r esult in the pitter patter of tiny
feet as he sprints off to the server room to reset this, that, and the
other... and pray to the Comms Gods (it is believed that he may
have to sacrifice a young technician soon to keep
communications in and working).

255 (BAHRAIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj K A Barker
SSM WO2 (SSM) M J Nowosielski

The long-awaited deployment of 16 Sig Regt on Op HERRICK 12
has finally happened with the Sqgn spreading itself across a
variety of roles and locations. The Sqn has retained one Tp and
assumed command of the Regional Command (RC) South Sig
Sgn from 201 Sig Sgn (1ADSR) whilst an additional Tp has been
detached to Kabul with further elements supporting the
deployment from the Corsham Hub.

The Sgn has now evolved to take on a multi-national flavour with
command of 4 nationalities. Only one Tp is UK with two Tps
consisting of a selection of Canadian, Dutch and US. With each
nationality providing a mix of Army, Marines Air Force. (and
even one from the US Navy) It is certainly an interesting
opportunity.

As the RC(S) Sig Sqn, we have undertaken a variety of NATO
roles and responsibilities. Tasked with providing support to the 2
star General commanding RC(S) and his staff, most of our tasks
are based in KAF, but several more are based in FOBs, MOBs
and ANSF bases across the variety of provinces that make up
RC(S). Indeed, our arrival coincided with a relief in place with
elements of 201 Sig Sqn, as we supported the Comd as he
commanded the highly intense Op MOSTARAK.

RC (S) SIG SQN DEPLOYABLE TP

oC Lt D Malortie
Tp SSgt SSgt Savage

OCC-R FWD IN SUPPORT OF OP MOSTARAK

The first elements of 255 Sig Sqgn left EImpt on 31 Jan 10 to
deploy on Op HERRICK 12. After a crazy convoy and a few
detours we finally arrived at RAF Brize Norton. Following an
extremely long trip into theatre (48 hours in total) and not a lot of
sleep we arrived at 0645hrs 2 Feb 2010. Despite this, due to our
imminent deployment in support of Op Moshtarak, RSOI
commenced the next day, followed by the deployment on Black
Hawks to Lashkagar FOB for onward travel.

Once off the aviation we boarded Ridgebacks to get to location.
A 2 day handover ensued after which the few 201 Sig Sgn
personalities in location bugged out leaving us to deal with the
CP. Sgt John Ryan took over the running of the Ops room, ably
assisted by Cpl's Blackbur n, Daz Button and Sig Metcalfe .
Sgt Scott set about on a one man mission; to ‘r elocate’
resources from Lashkah Gar FOB to location, limited only by what
could be squeezed into a Ridgeback.

A great rapport was struck between the team and multinational
staff in situ; various occurrences aided the upkeep of morale. As
an example 2 Australian Officers had issues with the sanitary
arrangements, another (sadly UK) tried to describe a Force
Protection individual using the following: ‘short bloke, dark hair
and Welsh’. Bear in mind that the FP came from the 1st Bn R
Welsh and all but one of them was less than 5ft 9in and had dark
hair.
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The set up in location consisted of local pur chased Bedouin style
tentage which, when it rained, leaked like a sieve. Temperatures
at night caused personnel to don their softie suits within sleeping
bags. Due to mission creep and increase in the volume of
personalities the size of team existing in location was r einforced
by SSgt Richie Savage and Sig Deakin . SSgt Savage promptly
imposed his OCD on the staff, relieving some of the strain.

The headquarters staff arrived on D-1. We had Brig Gen Hodges
(US Army and RC(S) Diector Ops) in location throughout the
operation and daily visits from the RC (S) Comd, Maj Gen Carter .
Various other VIP visited regularly including, most notably, COM
ISAF General McChrystal , 1IJC COM General Rodriguez and
their Afghan counterparts. As expected, the tempo of operations
increased as did the hours as the task went on, but despite this
the morale never dropped.

The task with the equipment in location was dif ficult at best. The
whole team dug deep and pulled a blinder so that the mission
succeeded. So successful was the end r esult and such a good
impression was left that Brig Gen Hodges has requested the
same team for further HQ deployments. The team is now busily
preparing to ensure that as and when it happens we’ll go from
the ‘gold’ solution to the ‘platinum’.

OCC-R FOB WALTON

The journey down to FOB WALTON was quite interesting as we
travelled in an American convoy on quite dif ficult roads. On
arrival at the FOB we were quickly made welcome by our
American hosts, linked up with the outgoing detachment and
moved into our accommodation. The accommodation itself was
to say the least very small, so small in fact that | had to enter my
room sideways as my ears were getting stuck in the doorway .
After a good sleep we then got stuck into our HO/TO with the
201 Sig Sqgn operators of Systems Support Team. The
detachment itself was a lot smaller than expected but
comfortable none the less. We had a whistle-stop tour of camp
which is divided into two parts, American side and the ANSF
side.

The ANSF side was very interesting indeed and houses every
branch of the Afghan Security Forces from the ANA, to the NDS
(interior police). They have all their own facilities including a
cookhouse which | am told is very good.

Morale is very high, as is anywhere that Sgt Malcolm resides.
Sig Jones and | are involved in a fierce battle to see who can

grow a moustache first; this may take up most of our 6 months
here.

KABUL ICS TROOP

ocC Capt E M Thomas
Tp SSgt SSgt | Wells

Six months ago Hamal Tp were informed they would be heading
to Kabul to run UK National Comms in many of the highest pr ofile
HQs in Afghanistan - a challenge we readily accepted. The
insertion into theatre began like all good trips abroad, on board a
coach. We arrived at Hannover Airport in the early hours of the 4
Feb 10. Unfortunately due to faults on our scheduled plane no
one would be taking of f for KAF until the next day.

When we eventually managed to get the whole Tp to Kabul, they
were suitably split between their 4 dif ferent locations in the AOR.
Each detachment threw themselves into the HOTO and soaked
up all the information they could fr om the departing 1 (UK) Div Tp
before the Transfer of Authority.

We are currently still in the early stages of our deployment, but
each detachment | am delighted to say has developed their

own personalities. The 1JC in KAIA (N) has a small det within it,
which is still developing permanent infrastructur e and welfare
facilities. The guys there are efficient and focused, determined to
make the most of what they have available to them. HQ ISAF
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has a larger detachment which includes the British Embassy .
They are characterised by their long hours of work, occasional
wind ups and daily intake of shop bought cof fee. The Camp
Souter Det encompasses the majority of the Tp and has not only
formed their own football side but also adopted their own football
strip.

ICS KBL consists of 30 soldiers spread over 4 detachments, with
the OC and Tp SSgt based at HQ ISAF. LCpl John Dickson has
the sole, envious task of supporting the staf f at Her Majesty’s
Embassy where more time is allocated to sunbathing, drinking
Chai Latte’s and viewing ALL the premiership football matches,
than checking his JOC’s terminal’s.

Kaia International Airport (KAIA) is the main focus for ISAF in the
future and Sgt Baz Lawes has the unenviable task of preparing
the HQ for the impending influx of staf f. Whilst the working
environment is somewhat cramped, dusty and lacking cir culating
fresh air, a new welfare tent area has opened up, equipped with
high speed internet terminals, table tennis, pool tables and
games consoles to keep the soldiers morale high. All of this
helps to soften the reality that the guys are sharing a 24 man tent
with various nationalities on a camp with the fewest cof fee shops
in any location on tour. On the opening night of the welfare
facility, the US troops were given a master-class in ‘Rock Band’
on the Wii with Sgt Barry Lawes on drums and Cpl Mike
Paynter on guitar.

Razor sharp reflexes and good relationships help to keep the staf f
at HQ ISAF content with the communications assets and service
the Tp provides. With a strong British contingent on camp,
various problems arise daily which keep the junior members of
the Tp very active, with potential for all to complete their T ask
books prior to their EOT. SSgt Kenny Bryan is quickly learning
that stressing about minor JOC’s problems with senior staff
officers, will see him strung up in a straight jacket well befor e he
hits his R&R date.

Sig Aaron Griffith’s learning curve rose steeply this month when
he found a Cylume in one of his Commcen drawers. Being an
inquisitive kind of guy, he couldn’t resist the urge to rip off the
packaging and snap it. Minutes passed and a deflated Sig
Griffiths was disappointed that his Infra Red Cylume wasn’ t
radiating any form of bright light and launched it into the bin!!
March also saw the visit of the CO, RSM and Capt Harris , from
JFCIS (A) which provided an ideal opportunity for the Det to
sample some of the local delicacies, provided by our friendly
shop owners, Wakil and Jalil .

Traditional Afghan lunch with local traders

Sgt Davis has the greatest percentage of Hamal Tp soldiers in is
location. Time for the Camp Souter communicators has flown by .
Fault finding, cross training and free tea drinking in the Osprey
Café, has helped the last 6 weeks pass. They support a
predominantly British HQ encompassing the Souter For ce
Protection & Transport Company (SFP&TC) of which phone faults
and unlocking accounts, cause the most hassles.
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Football plays a large part in Souter’s daily lives and with 2 Corps
footballers amongst the tr oop, LCpl Kate O’Neil and Sig Kate
Hankey , the lads are up against tough competition on a bi-
weekly basis. Entertainment this month was pr ovided by LCpl
Ek Thada Magar , as when under the chief clerk’s desk, fixing a
cable, the Chief Clerk sat down unaware of Ek’s presence. “Hello
Sir, it's me LCpl EK” to which the Chief pr esumed he was hearing
little voices in his head and carried on typing. Further raised
voices continued befor e the chief realised LCpl Ek was under the
desk.

LCpl Ek servicing the Chief Clerks desk
HQ ISAF DETACHMENT - by LCpl C Sims

After what seemed like an endless journey to Kabul the ICS ISAF
detachment has finally arrived. We were swiftly shown
accommodation and started our HOTO.

On our second day Wakil, the local trader, treated our
detachment to a traditional Afghan meal cooked by his wife. As
strange as it was to be seated cross legged with no table or
cutlery, it was enlightening to experience part of the Afghan way
of life. Many soldiers from different nations turned up for the
meal as it was during the HOTO with 1 (UK) Div.

Op MASSIVE has started after adjusting to the new environment.
The detachment are all hoping to gain the ‘gym challenge’ t-shirts
for completing a set training pr ogramme for the duration of the
tour.

Everyone is settling into a routine now and also learning each
others roles to help out during busy times and R & R periods. At
HQ ISAF we have picked up our roles quickly and plan to build
on our trade skills as we progress through the tour.

In the Hercules waiting to depart to Kabul



CAMP SOUTER DETACHMENT
- by Cpl E Just and Sig A Atherton

ICS Tp has been at Camp Souter for a little over a week now and
on arrival hit the ground running. Even though it was a busy
period, there was always time for a brew and a biscuit thanks to
Sig Andy Atherton . The services we have available to us are
second to none. We have an indoor sports hall, there’s a fully fit
gym with both a CV suite and a weights room (Op Massive!). The
dining facilities available on camp are top quality and often thr ow
theme nights (everyone from Kabul wants to come her e for some
reason!). We also can’t forget to mention the Osprey Café, in
which there is pool and table football. There’s also a Wii,
Playstation 3 and a small NAFFI shop for everyone to use.

Spending as much time as possible on the r oof, “fixing the kit”
and enjoying the sun, Cpl ‘Foggy’ Fogg and LCpl Charlie
Melvin have been rushed off their feet. The COMMCEN has
been taken over without even the slightest slowing of pace by a
crack team of typists lead by Cpl Ted Just .

1JC, KAIA (N) DETACHMENT - by Cpl M C Paynter

Once we had eventually arrived in KAF we then waited to jump
on the first flight we could to KAIA (N), fortunately a Her cules had
been commandeered by a number of Generals and an Air vice
Marshal, and had space for us. The flight was the most comfy |
have experienced in a Hercules, although | think SSgt Kenneth
Bryan's first experience on such an aircraft was a little bumpy .

The HO/TO went well with no major glitches apart fr om not
knowing when the rest of my detachment would be her e to meet
me. Within a few days we managed to get stuck in and
concentrate on our individual r oles, with Sgt Baz Lawes taking
the helm at KAIA, LCpl Marv McCalla on JOCS/RLI, and Cpl
Bhupal Gurung on Stores.

Life in KAIA is always improving as the HQ expands; we are
hoping to move from Tents to Buildings in the near future. Over
the next year KAIA is only going to grow and welfare amenities
will start to come into play .

KABUL SUPPORT UNIT

OC KSU Maj M Nuttall
SSM WO2 (SSM) M Hunt

QUARTERMASTERS DEPARTMENT - by Sig Tree

We arrived at Camp Souter on a very brisk and very cold
afternoon. Morale was high and everyone feeling fresh and
looking forward to the upcoming 6 months. SSgt (SQMS)
McMullan gave us a quick orientation around camp and then
gave us our rooms. The next day was RSOI training then on to
the HO/TO of the accounts. The department has had a busy
couple of weeks settling into r outine also keeping up our physical
fitness training twice a day with WO2 (RQMS) Wedge leading
from the front. Sgt Taylor has had a rough couple of weeks with
4 types of illnesses and Sig Tree has been providing morale in
the department by being his usual dizzy self.

On the 23rd Feb the QM’'S received a fast ball to empty most of
the iso containers full of kit as they ar e about to be relocated, so
off popped LCpl Butler , Sig Groom, Sig Tree and Sig Walker.
The team worked hard clearing the containers while Sig Groom
was working hard in the JCB “with the air -con on”.

SOUTER FORCE PROTECTION & TRANSPORT COY

SFP&TC OC
Ops WO

Maj Scott
WO2 (MTWO) P Korba

On the night we left EImpt it had started to snow (again) and it
was freezing, so | think most people wer e looking forward to the
warm weather of Southern Afghanistan. The flight took forever so
most people slept and only woke up for food, well, | did anyway .
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Once we arrived in Kandahar we had a day to wait and chill
before we flew on to Kabul. So again everyone slept until the
morning then got up to the nice warm sun. Befor e we left KAF
the lads had a walk around the shops and sorted out a bit of
admin, before stocking up on Subway, Burger King and Pizza
Hut. | think some of the chunkier lads had all 3 just to be safe.
We then flew onto Kabul after a few delays; the temperatur e was
a little chillier.

Sight from Sanger Duty in Souter

After arriving in Kabul we got taken to our home for the next six
months, Camp Souter, where we had 2 days of RSOl mandatory
training which was hard with sleep depravation. | think Cpl Dunn
found it hardest who is like a walking zombie without sleep. After
two days training we wer e out on the road learning the routes and
a little about the population. On our first foot patr ol we went to
an area not far from camp and walked around what was like a
maze. On the patrol we meet some of the locals and the thr ee
headed dog from Harry Potter, it was huge and nasty and was
tied to a twig in the ground, which made you feel really safe. On
seeing the dog LCpl Twissel ran (so much for Force Protection).
We are now in rotations of 2 days QRF, 2 days M.T and LCpl

Downtown Kabul
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Twissels favourite 2 day’s guard. Whilst on QRF we conducted a
CIMIC task under the control of WO2 Korba which was giving
things to the locals like blankets, jackets, rice, footballs and some
stylish wellies.

GERMANY BASED ELEMENTS

Regt 2IC Maj T Keates
SSM WO2 Lythe

The Germany Based elements of 16 Sig Regt have been busy
keeping the Regt running whilst the bulk ar e deployed on Op
HERRICK. Despite the constant stream of tasks it has still been
possible to have fun and let the guys get away on dif ferent
activities.

BA(G) INDOOR CLIMBING CHAMPIONSHIPS

The 8th March saw the annual BA(G) Indoor Climbing
Championships held at Big Wall, Ahlen, Germany. Although the
Regt is currently deployed on Op HERRICK, we easily managed
to pull together enough people to form two teams of thr ee. The
teams were known as “The Clingons A and B,” all cr edit for the
naming of the teams goes to Sgt Melia.

The teams consisted of Capt Alex Martin-Bates , Sgt Stevie
Melia, Cpl Sam McGinley , LCpl Mark Newton , LCpl Pat Brice
and Sig Tash Allonby .

The format of the competition consisted of four initial climbs,

each more difficult than the last. Each hand hold had a scor e with
the very top hand hold being 100. Climbers wer e scored on how
far up the wall within a 2 minute time limit. The scor es from these
first four climbs would decide which final the climbers would
compete in.

The Finals were the Elite final which would be a Lead Climb
where the climbers would have to take the r ope with them and
hook themselves onto the wall as they went up just to make it
that bit more testing. The Open and Novice Finals were top
roped climbs but wer e by no means easy, with the start of the
open final catching 80% of the climbers out and with only one
climber reaching the top.

Representing 16 Sig Regt in the Elite Final was Capt Martin-
Bates, finishing 4th. In the Open Final was Sgt Melia who finished
7th (and 3rd in the Super Veteran) and LCpl Newton who finished
4th. In the Novice Final were Cpl McGinley , LCpl Brice and

Sig Allonby . Unfortunately we haven't been told their final
placing.

We would like to thank everyone who took part for their support
and advice. Kudos to LCpl Brice who had only taken part in two
previous climbs beforehand and did really well, never giving up
on some really tough climbs that caught a lot of people out. W e
are now looking forward to the Army Championships in May and
are hopeful of bringing back some medals.
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CcoO Lt Col S Nesmith
RSM WO1 (RSM) Pritchar d

REGIMENTAL SKIING - EXERCISE CAR VING DRAGON
- by LCpl Baxter

Beginners

After a gruelling 23 hour round journey to Les Arcs 2000 France,
we were up and raring to go on our first day despite a few numb
bums. We donned our gear and lead filled boots and under our
instructor Cpl Lee Cammock , hit the slopes. Our first day was
an eye opener for most, struggling to stay upright and standing
still, however by the afternoon we (for the most part) had
mastered the infamous ‘snow plough’.

The Intermediates
-
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We eagerly hit the slopes on our second day and even though
most of us were still eating snow every five minutes, and Sig
Liam Cr oker found he used every inanimate object in sight to
stop himself. However, by the end of the day we were all
progressing well.

We started our third day slightly sore from the excessive use of
the ‘snow plough’ and to ease a little pr essure we began to learn
the parallel turns and moved on to a couple of r ed slopes. To get
to these slopes we had to master the chair lifts, no mean feat for
Sgt Hankey and LCpl Baxter who are afraid of heights.

Test day. Unknowingly we took the terrifying lift to the 3200m
point to appar ently take a nice easy blue slope back down to the
bottom; however our instructor had other plans. This only
dawned on us as we set off down the hill and realised that the
only way down was a black slope! Panic set in, but despite a few
tumbles and shaky legs we all made it down in one piece and
into the resort to celebrate passing our test, with our ‘M’ themed
fancy dress night.

Can you guess all of the M's?
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We spent our final day cruising down the slopes and showing of f
our new found skills in groups of three, visiting the border cross
and snow park. At the end of the day we handed in the
equipment and met for our final dinner to say far ewell to Les Arcs
2000 and a big thank you to all the Instructors and to Lt Chris
Pain for organising what was a very memorable trip for all.

Intermediate Gr oup

The intermediate group, whilst small in number, had no less fun
on the slopes. After a quick recap on the slopes and instructed
by Cpl Scotty Halley, the group soon got back into the swing of
things. Whilst always willing to attempt anything asked of them
the group took lots of tumbles on the slopes, jumps and rails
alike but always with a smile.

One particularly amusing incident involved the group’s resident
“ladies man” LCpl Neil Hawkings . In an attempt to make
conversation with two br onzed blondes on a chair lift; he in his
most charming voice asked ‘ar e you two lovely ladies English?’
Only to be with a deep masculine voice reply * No mate we are
Belgian!” which was met with uncontr ollable fits of laughter by
Cpl Steph Mcginn and much squirming and back pedalling by
LCpl Hawkings .

Advanced Gr oup

From the word go the advanced group were off and we didn’t see
much of them thr oughout the week. When they did come past us
it was at very high speeds, but they spent most of their time of f
piste through the trees and moguls. Their help came in very
useful after Wednesday night's mountain meal where we had to
ski down the mountain in the dark, lit only by hand held lanter ns.
Despite a few crashes from some unruly snowboarders, we
managed to manoeuvre our way down safely and back into the
resort for more celebrations. All in all it was a very rewarding
week.

The Les Arcs Team

TRI-SERVICE BOULDERING LEAGUE - by Cpl Brown

Saturday 13 Feb was the Tri-Service Bouldering League Final,
held at the Joint Service Mountain Training Centre Indefatigable.
This was the final stage of a 5 part competition including the
Army Bouldering Championship event. Unfortunately 22 Sig Regt
were unable to finish with a medal this year, namely due to the
fact that the Army Climbing Team was also taking part, however
we still entered the event with high morale.

Climbers LCpls Barr ett, Nairn and Prince arrived at
Indefatigable the Friday before. The call of Bangor’s night life
could be heard for miles and willed the team down. Cpl Brown
and SSgt Morr ow followed on the day of the event, fr esh and
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willing to compete. Upon their arrival the team was optimistic as
SSgt Morr ow was one of the few individuals taking part as a
veteran (over 35s) and would gain us extra points. Unfortunately
this didn’t help and as it tur ns out the event coordinator was a
veteran climber with some form of monkey DNA pr oving to be too
much of an opponent.

The centre’s personnel had set up a collection of 25 dif ferent
climbs to attempt, and attempt it we did. While some wer e easy
warm up climbs, others took the str ength of a body builder and
the dexterity of a gymnast. Clearly the climbing teams

completing the problems had far too much time on their hands to
practice. Though most individuals wer e finished after 2 hours of
climbing, a special mention has to go to Cpl Brown who must
have attempted the same problem 20 times with no success.
Better luck next time.

Although 22 Sig Regt did not r eceive the highest scores they had
a great time learning some new skills and making a few new
friends from around the services. We now have to look forward
to the 5 Div championships which start soon.

217 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Byfield
SSM WO2 (SSM) MD Preece

DEVELOPMENT DAY - by Capt Burgess

On 25 Feb 2010 217 Sig Sgn deployed to Nescliff Training Area,
near Shrewsbury for its first Sqn Development Day of the year.
Organized by the Sgn OpsO Capt Kedar Rai the idea was that
teams of 5 or 6, commanded by a Corporal would navigate their
way to a number of dif ferent stands dotted ar ound the Training
Area separated by a distance north to south of appr oximately
8km. The winning team would not only be scor ed on the overall
time taken, but also their performance at each stand. The stands
were varied in nature, but all centered on a military theme. At one
you may be required to build a sanger from scratch, at another
strip a rifle, LSW and pistol while wearing full Romeo. While two
of the stands required teams to retrieve their choice of ‘burden’
and retain it for the duration of the day, again this ranged from a
Silva compass to 2 x 10kg dumbbells, pr esenting team I/Cs a
dilemma on the strategy of when to r etrieve the burden — go early
and get a light one, or leave it as late as possible and minimize
the amount of time spent carrying it.

The Teams line up at the start point, maps at the ready!

On the day with the SSM’s hopes of rain diminishing with every
ray of sunshine each team set off with its own plan in mind.
Some teams ran much of the way, hoping to get to stands first,
and not be forced to wait. While others took a steady appr oach,
concentrating instead on scoring highly at each stand. In the end
the latter approach sneaked the victory with the CO, Lt Col
Nesmith , congratulating a jubilant Cpl Samar on his first place.
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More importantly perhaps, was the overriding impr ession from
soldier's young and old that this was an extr emely worthwhile and
enjoyable day, and a much better alter native to endless garage
sweeping.

4 (MECH) BRIGADE MRX - by Cpl Gold

On 01 Feb 2010 Alpha Tp deployed to Westdown Camp in order
to support 4 (Mech) Bde Mission Rehearsal Exercise (MRX) at
SPTA in preparation for their pre-deployment training for Op
HERRICK 13. The toop deployed with a Reacher Satellite
detachment, Richelieu Node and ARRC Infra representing 22 Sig
Regt with a mission to provide NATO Secure CIS terminals for the
Bde Staff Officers involved on the MRX.

The Reacher detachment was sited outside the back gate of
Westdown Camp under the supervision of Cpl Gordon Ogg .
Once LCpl ‘Kif f” Hone and his ARRC Infra kit were able to
establish a link with SCP (Germany), all the comms equipment
was successfully engineered and in place, allowing the Tp OC Lt
Jones to breathe a sigh of relief.

When the shift patterns were in place; we were also requested to
support 204 Sig Sgn, and helped to man their CIS Helpdesk
reporting and rectifying network faults for the Bde HQ personnel
to the best of our ability .

During the ex Lt Col Nesmith and Maj Byfield paid separate
visits to the troop personnel. The ex finally finished on 22 Feb
2010, allowing all the equipment to be power ed down and
packed onto the vehicles so the tr oop could recover back to
Stafford.

Cpl Ogg building a Sanger
J1/34 SUPPORT TO EXERCISE GRAND PRIX — LCpl Thwaites

With a flight time of 10 and half hours and covering a distance of
over 4000 miles it was great to finally set foot in Kenya. The
journey would take a further 18 hours until we got to our final
destination. We arrived at Nunyuki Showground (NSG), in the
shadow of Mount Kenya and our jour ney was complete. LCpls
Thwaites and Mcillorum would take over 22 Sig Regts J1/J4 10S
asset from its previous caretakers, LCpl Wills and Sig
Gyanendra after its initial four month deployment. W e were
attached to 21 Sig Regt who wer e providing J6 support to HQ
Joint Helicopter Force (Kenya). The HQ piovides air support to
Ex GRAND PRIX undertaken by various battle groups throughout
the year. A few days of handover and we could finally move into
our bed spaces and off the cots in the old cattle sheds that make
up NSG. The weather upon arrival was not as advertised in the
brochure. The sunshine weather we had been told about had
been replaced by monsoon rain which made the r oads and camp
a muddy quagmire.

HQ JHF(K) is sited on Laikipia Airbase (LAB), a short distance
from NSG but unreliable roads meant the journey could take up
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to 20 minutes. The 10 man J6 team had been out a month
already and we slipped right into our r outine of day on day off.
We were providing 10 laptops to the HQ with the aim to allow
access to UK RLI but alas the satellite bearer was not up to the
task. Although the reach back was a no go, the HQ staff were
more than happy with the services provided by the standalone
egpt. The eqpt looks after itself for the most part so we wer e
able to help out with other tasks that came knocking on our
12x12 tent flap. Most of these involved other service or personal
laptops, however to fill time we r e-cap badged and accepted
clerical jobs and lots of laminating as ther e seemed to be a lack
of clerks in the HQ.

We made the most of our free time either by taking safaris or
making the most of the pool on the golf course at the back of
camp. Haggling down the many carving shops is a highlight of
any trip out. There are plenty of bars and restaurants around and
we passed the evenings supping a few tuskers or white caps.
Luckily the Christmas stand down period fell in the middle of our
4 month stint and after a day in Nairobi topping up our tans by
the BATUK pool we flew back to the fr eezing UK.

The Christmas blues were soon washed away after our return
journey back out to the 30 degr ee temperatures that welcomed
us for the second half of our deployment. The r outine was pretty
much the same as before but this time with an end in sight.

When the time came to handover to the new cr ew we were a little
surprised to see that one of the replacements was LCpl Wills .
We think he might have gone native on us!

222 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj | Rodger
SSM WO2 (SSM) Fraser

EXERCISE HOPTON FURY 15-19 FEB10

In Sep 09 it was decided that the Sqn should conduct a field
firing package in Feb 10. With nowhere hot and sunny available,
Otterburn were pleased to accommodate us. The weeks prior to
the Ex were not good as two recces were aborted at OTA due to
the heavy snow in Dec 09 and Feb 10. However with other
restrictions placed on us with ammo and the new shooting policy
the plan had to be changed. OTA were extremely helpful and the
week’s program was rubber stamped, however without anytime
on the Battle Skill Areas (BSA).

February...Otterburn....Nice!!!

The Sgn set off in minibuses on Mon 15 Feb 10 direct to
Ponteland Ranges whilst the SQMS headed of to OTA to take
over our accommodation and the BSAs for a final recce. The
initial 2 days were designed for grouping and zeroing, carrying
out the ACMT for those that required it and completing the Fire
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and Manoeuvre tests conducted by Sgt Paul Steel . The first day
went according to plan and although it was cold the soldiers
maintained their morale and met the necessary standards to
progress through the range week.

Range stew was the main meal for lunch each day with a nice
piece of cake. As we were rationed for each man, there were no
extras. On Wed, after his lunch the OC went for some cake and
there was none left, a parade was quickly called to establish the
location of the said CAKE. A few red faces and some finger
pointing the thief Sig Webster was cornered and reminded about
bean stealing and not to upset the OC again. On Thursday to our
delights we were given rations and half of a cake, which meant
the OC was more than happy. However the thief was now aware
of the accounting blunder and was caught wrapping some extra
slices to stuff in his utility pouches for a post attack snack.

Smoke and left flanking, could this get any greener?

Over the next three days the Sgn conducted IBSR, CQBR ranges
with the new Fire Team Attack (FTA) and finally Section Attacks
under the control of SSgt McDiarmid . The weather held out for
the rest of the week and all personnel completed the FTA's in the
annotated time. On the final day, each section completed an
advance to contact followed by a fighting withdrawal with
covering fire. The scenario ensured that each section spent
roughly 60-75 mins out on the gr ound at a state of heightened
alert and readiness.

The Sqn finally re-org’d back in Stafford in the early evening of
the Friday. We quickly turned the kit around and were home for
2100hrs! The week was thoroughly enjoyed by all and a repeat is
planned soon.

EXERCISE BEACON CHATTER - by Sgt Cassee

Ex Beacon Chatter was held around the Nescliff Camp Training
area during the week of 22-26 Mar 10. The focus of the week
was to primarily test our lessons identified fr om the previous
exercise, with a few lessons thrown in beforehand for a quick
refresher.

Day 1

The journey itself to Nescliff Training area was uneventful, as for
me, | was a passenger in the Bedford with Sgt Gaz Place who
kept me awake with all his conversations of Driving Legislations
(which isn’t for people with short memory spans). W e arrived at
our destination at around 1230hrs to be shown our location for
the week. We were given nice warm buildings, thanks to the RSE
who supplied the hot air venting hoses. The number one priority
as we all know is to pick the best places for the sleeps, if you
snooze, you lose, and | got a nice little cor ner away from any
drafts. The afternoon was spent with r efresher lessons from Sgt
Rach Hankey on Detachment set up, followed by FofS Stu
Sharman on the fault report process for the coming exer cise. We
then all had a great hot dinner provided to us by LCpl Pun

Magar Bisan who did us proud, thanks to the Regt for giving us
a great chef.
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The troops listening intently to Sgt Hankey

Day 2

Reveille was at 0700hrs and after another hot meal we set off to
complete the day’s events, which were Driver Training, organized
by Cpl Lee Jones who set up stands including of f road driving
and the Turfer Winch. This was good to practice and was r eally
funny to watch the new I-Tp OC, 2Lt Loots struggling to lift the
large sledgehammer to drive the pickets in. The CO, Lt Col
Nesmith came down to visit the Sgn and was given a r eal time
demonstration on the Turfer winch, as one of the land rovers got
bogged in, taking us around 20 mins to get it out. The highlight
of the day had to be when H-Tp OC Lt Pain said that any decent
driver could drive the land rover and trailer down the deep ditch
and get it back out. Needless to say we all got our cameras out
and proceeded to take the pictur es as the land rover got stuck
and the look of shame as Lt Pain saw us all snapping away. That
evening the night time lesson was all about guiding the vehicles
and trailers into a tight space using the dir ections given by
torchlight. This was hard for most people who hadn’ t had a lot of
experience in this and the lesson took far longer than we had
anticipated, but overall a very good lesson lear ned and well done
to Cpl Jones for organizing it. Everyone returned to their
respective areas and then got their heads down in pr eparation for
the ex the following day.

Day 3

After breakfast and rations were allocated, Golf and Hotel Tps set
off to their previously recced locations with mobile HF Comms.
The aim of the Ex was to test the Sqn SOPs in regard to HF, VHF
and Data via the HCDR and for the FofS to implement quite a few
faults to test the procedures learned during his lesson.

Frequently the FRT had several faults at once and had to
prioritise. This was handled very well albeit a few tired faces from
Ech as they were pretty non-stop. Comms worked accor ding to
plan, thanks to YofS Steve Moran ‘ the master planner’, and there
were no hitches. Now for the funny part of the Exer cise. As
everyone knows in 22 Sig Regt, the FofS and the YofS are pretty
much joined at the hip and they rarely go anywhere by
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themselves. The FofS had bought a scary mask of an albino and
with the 21/C Capt Dusty Miller in on the plot, they had
proceeded to leak out to certain detachments that an albino
madman had escaped from an asylum and was probably making
his way to Nescliff as that was the only place he knew. So that
night the FofS and YofS went around some of the locations and
started to switch of f the generators with the FofS putting on the
mask and waiting for the occupants to come out of their tents.
Now | won’t mention Cpl Dave McLeish’ s reaction when he
came out of the tent, because he will totally deny that he was
swinging his arms like a windmill at thin air with the FofS and
YofS trying to hold in their laughter.

Day 4

Endex was called at around 1400hrs and everyone tore down
their locations and kept on HF whips as they all r eturned to Sgn
CP, all apart from Cpl McLeish who apparently took the wrong
turn, probably due to the lack of sleep due to the albino madman,
and got bogged in. Sgt ‘Gaz’ Place then deployed out to the
location pulling him out and r eturning back. We all then set off in
packets back to Staf ford, with a hot bath on our minds, apart
from Cpl ‘Scotty’ Scott who apparently didn’t want to come
back too soon, so his vehicle br oke down, and we didn’ t get to
see him that night as he got recovered much later on. With the
weapons handed in and the mini buses washed down, we
returned home for a well needed wash.

The Ex itself was a success, with a lot of good work put in by the
troops and the organizers. There were a lot of fun moments (the
albino madman in particular) and I'm sure there will be many
more to come in the future.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

ocC Maj M Rouse
SSM WO2 (SSM) Mason

EXERCISE HOPTON DEVELOPMENT - by Cpl Ward

After months of meticulous planning and flapping, Sgt Rob
McEwen was finally let loose with his plan to develop the junior
members of the Sgn in the fine arts of leadership and soldiering.
The emphasis of the ex was for the soldiers to grasp the concept
of the orders process then deliver and execute their own in a
tactical environment.

H hour arrived and the chosen men, and woman, of Sp Sgn sat
nervously in the training wing, contemplating the week ahead.
Day one consisted of breaking down the 7 questions and the
process of extracting the r elevant information from a set of orders
to produce their own, something which was like an alien language
to some of the candidates and then some r evision in section
battle drills and field craft fr om SSgt Barry Sherwin . After
receiving their orders for deployment, each section then pr epared
for the move to the ex area.

The heli ‘mini-bus’ arrived and all departed early on the Tuesday
morning into the Nescliff province of Shropshire where they
quickly established themselves in FOB ROB; a well equipped and
comfortable home from home as proven by the current occupants
(‘a chef and one of the section mentors). With the first command
appointments for the sections beginning, all wer e surprised at the
amount of work required to give a set of orders from what they
received the previous day, from collecting foliage and dirt for
model building, to r equesting stores and equipment needed to
carry out the tasks required of them. Each worked well for their
respective section commanders who wer e first to the wolves
(otherwise known as the DS) and they fed the wolves well. A
start that was expected, and to the r elief of the first (as they got
theirs over and done with), all were given a collective debrief
within their sections on what needed impr ovement and some
“tricks of the trade” on the delivery system.

With changes in appointments, the ball was r olling for the week
and things were progressing, with orders being delivered and
missions being executed, all of this on top of the r outine in the
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FOB environment, command tasks and appr eciations, the
sections were developing well and with each change of
appointment the confidence and skills wer e growing in each
chosen man/woman, much to the pleasur e of the OC Lt Rob
Mackness and Sgt McEwen .

The final stages were closing in, orders barked and the cogs were
set in motion for the preparation and execution of the final attack.
Models were made, section orders were delivered and with final
rehearsals conducted, each were left to their thoughts of what
they had achieved during the week and what would come in the
next few hours. A final Comms check done and the chosen
men/woman of Sp Sqgn set of f. Moving tactically, they formed at
the line of departure awaiting the signal to be unleashed as pups
of war and prove, not only to the staff, but to themselves that
they could be strong potential INCO’s. A vicious fight ensued,
both with nature and the enemy but they prevailed and each
section took their objectives with determination and
professionalism resulting in a successful operation.

Overall the week was a success with everyone coming away with
a clearer understanding of the roles and leadership requirements
of INCO'’s and how best to achieve this.

248 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj T Courage
SSM WO2 (SSM) Nimbahadur Pun

EVEREST MARATHON 2009 - by Sig Mabin

After 2 weeks of trekking around the Everest region, four
personnel from Ex Himalayan Dragon joined the Bufo Ventures
team on the 28 Nov for the Everest Marathon 2009. The Everest
marathon is listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as the
highest marathon in the world.

The start line is at Gorak Shep (5184m) close to Everest Base
Camp and finishes at the Sherpa town of Namchhe Bazar
(3446m). The course measures 42km (26.2 miles), over ough
mountain terrain downhill and has two long painful uphill sections.
It is one of the world’s most spectacular races and has been held
13 times since 1987, with 80 people r egistering for this year's
event.

e sl -

LCpl Sitkumar, WO2 Nim, Maj Courage and Sig Mabin with QGS
flag

Unlike Ex Himalayan Dragon, we camped in tents and it felt like
we were experiencing everything the Himalayas had to offer.
Before reaching the start point we walked a series of tr ek routes,
camping in Sarnassa, Deboche, Pheriche, Lobuche and finally
Gorak Shep. In Lobuche, we camped for two days in or der to
acclimatise. To make the most out of our fr ee time, we visited
either Everest Base Camp or Kala Patther. | preferred Kala
Patther (5550m). | was overwhelmed by the breathtaking views
of the Everest seen from the summit. That mor ning, we had a
medical check up focused on our blood pr essures and the level
of oxygenated blood in our bodies.
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On race day, 4 Dec 09 we started in the dark with the crack of
the starting gun. From the start point the r oute was extremely
narrow with a gradual ascent. Runners were already gasping for
breath due to the low oxygen level at altitude. There were eight
aid stations where we were accounted for and refreshments
provided. | found the race quite hard because of my previous
injuries, however the beautiful scenery, cheering locals and
support from the marshals gave me a big morale boost that kept
me going.

Finally, after 7hrs 49mins the pain was over with OC Saheb, with
both Maj TB Courage and our W02 (SSM) Nim Pun waiting for
us at the finish point. | unfortunately came last out of my gr oup
in what was an extremely difficult event. OC Saheb did really
well finishing in 14th place overall with a time of 5hrs 24mins.

The Nepal Everest Marathon has been a lifetime achievement for
me. Therefore, if you want to have a go for yourself, the next race
is in Nov 11.
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RSM WO1(RSM) WJF Morris

TECHNICAL MAINTENANCE TROOP

Tp OC WOL1 (FofS) L J Clark
Tp SSgt SSgt Turnbull

THE END OF AN ERA? - by WO1 (FofS) Clark

The Tp has seen numerous changes over the past twelve months.
Numbers have slowly started to dwindle away with individuals
posted far and wide, leaving fewer individuals behind to continue
holding up the fort that is Gamecock Barracks. Manning levels
last year reached a peak at 58 military personnel with two
civilians, allowing for a few Tp members to spr ead their wings
and dust off their passports. Whilst all this continued ther e were
also the numerous influxes of manpower, giving us some much
needed Bowman expertise.

Throughout the year the Tp has supported the usual
commitments as well as additional tasks that have pr ovided a
certain amount of opportunity . We have seen Sgt Teale and Sig
Featherstone deploy to Op HERRICK in support of an installation
surge team from 10 Sig Regt. As well as LCpl Higgins , who was
last seen sunning himself in Kenya, both Sgt Callaway and LCpl
Tuck are currently away in Blandford assisting with the DIl (FD)
trials. More recently a number of engineers, including Cpl
Burnham - Packham , LCpl Brown and Sig Haines have
disappeared on a multitude of pr e-deployment courses prior to
deploying to Helmand. Opportunities wer e also seized in allowing
both LCpl Dzapasi and LCpl Grieves to deploy in support of
ECM FP, tours they will all find hugely rewarding I'm sure.
Personnel deploying to the Cormorant UK Node continues,
seeing LCpl Dipendra and LCpl Johnson both doing time as |
type. We have also seen the readiness requirement knock on the
Tp door on numerous occasions requiring the likes of Cpl
Burness to earn his spurs in South Cerney and also Cpl Moss ,
who recently returned to the Tp following a period with JTFHQ
Sig Sqn, 256. The Tp Cormorant expertise was given a run out at
the beginning of the year in support of 2 Sig Regt, pr oviding huge
opportunities for the likes of Sigs Rukman, Ram, Dunlop, Page
and Nir to show that they are really capable of maintaining
comms under extreme conditions, all be it on Salisbury Plain!

| did hear once that all work and no play makes for an unhappy

Tp! As such the Tp has embarked on a variety of “development”
days, including a highly enjoyable function in Dec, or so | vaguely
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remember, brilliantly organised by LCpl Campbell . Since the
New Year we have embarked on numerous other outings
including a thoroughly tasty brewery trip at a local establishment
in Nuneaton, thrown together by Sgt Bromwich . Rumour has it
this is now his local and he may well be holding his wedding
reception there in the next year or so, good luck with that one
Rob. From what was reported to have been a slightly chilly Wed
morning in February the Tp visited Villa Park, just down the road
apparently. Another informative trip organised by LCpl Yates,
who is now off to greener pastures in Bulford and sorely missed
by all, especially by Mr Sheikh our R&I storeman. February also
saw a JNCO development day take place with all involved
required to perform a multitude of team building activities and
command tasks. The Tp seniors didn’t escape and were tasked
to organise the various activities and stands, some mor e
successful than others. The event was hugely enjoyed by all and
provided a chance to participate in some fun activities
culminating in a Wii games night in the illustrious 501 Club seeing
Sgt Harvey show the younger Tp members a thing or two on the
console!

All Hail the Egg!

So what will 2010 bring? Well the usual annual exercises have
been in the planning cycle for some time with trips to Alder ney
and Florida already well underway. There is also a chance for
some to improve their military skills on the up and coming Regtl
shooting camp in Barry Budden. There is also a fun day out at a
local Go Ape centre organised by our very own Sgt Zukowski .
We have seen over ten individuals recently posted to 3 Div Sig
Regt and Blandford and | would like to wish them all the very best
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for the future. We look forward to what challenges the year will
bring, whether it's sitting in Tampa or out on the windbr eaks
supporting the Field Sgns. Unfortunately this will be the last Wire
submission from TM Tp as this summer will bring about the long
awaited renaming of the Tp to Systems Engineering Troop; the
end of an era it may well be, but the start of a new one | am sure.
This is something |, with regret, may well be viewing from afar as |
find myself moving to Cyprus.

Another Nice Tipple
REGIMENTAL TRAINING WING

Trg Offr WO?2 (YofS) S Bailey
PNCO COURSE 1/10 - by Sgt Loynes

The PNCO course is now a very important part of leadership
development for INCO'’s within the Corps. Attendees are put
through various tasks in command and 2 I/C r ole and assessed
throughout.

Upon arrival students were requested to parade at the Training
Wing dressed in smart civilian attire. However most of the
students didn’t receive their joining instructions. Either that or
most of them thought dr essing up as a member of JLS was smart
attire. It was lucky that the students didn’ t get assessed until the
next day, or a few of the course would have been sent packing
immediately.

Parading at the Gym the following day the students wer e set off
on a 1.5 mile run around Gamecock Barracks. The overall aim of
the session was not to get a tick in the box for their PF A, but to
break down the sections, whilst trying to keep fitness levels as
fair as possible. This would then hold each section in contention
for winning the PLD’s (Physical Leadership Development).
Showing that he meant business from day one, LCpl Bhim , 30
Sig Regt, set off at a blistering pace, and finished in just over the
eight minutes.

The remainder of the first week was ‘In Barracks training’ and
consisted of Classroom based lessons, Command Tasks and
PLD’s. For most of the students the lessons wer e remind and
revise periods, which meant that the Section Commanders, Cpls
Martin , Bhim and Kiran, were not constantly bother ed with bone
questions.

The 2 PLD sessions are designed to exhaust the section,
enabling the natural leaders to come forward. The first PLD was
a Burden retrieval around the notorious Windbr eaks on
Gamecock Barracks. 2 Section wer e victorious powering home
with the help of the stronger members, namely LCpls Farigu and
Lowden of 216 Para Sig Sgn. The second PLD was a loaded
march, with a stretcher race in the latter stages. 2 Section again
finished ahead of the course, with a very convincing casualty ( Cpl
Kiran) inside the stretcher.

Week one was now drawing to an end, the students r eceived
their Deployment orders from the Tp Comd LT Bilney of 30 Sig
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Regt, and the Sections were content with leaving the ‘In barracks’
phase behind them.

Week 2 started with the students tur ning up in an assortment of
‘ally’ kit, ready for the task ahead. Flawford Farm was the
makeshift FOB for the duration of the exercise. The main task for
the sections was to provide a 2 I/C for all of the serials. These
consisted of prisoner handling, contact drills, clearance patr ols,
recce patrols, vehicle contact drills and defence of the base
location. Setting an example for all to follow was LCpl Hewes
216 Para Sig Sgn, who'’s individual drills and skills were second
to none. It was clear that a few individuals wer e a lot more
comfortable in the field than in barracks.

After a tiring few days of serials the build up for the mandatory
‘final attack’ was set. It was in the form of an assault on the FOB.
The commander of the enemy was no other than 30 Sig Regt Trg
Wng SSI SSgt Crouchman , who managed to place out his pyr o
in the dead of night, which was strategically placed away fr om
the troops but close enough to spring the surprise. However , 5
minutes before the attack was scheduled to commence, a keen
LCpl Avinash of 22 Sig Regt presented himself at the Ops room
with several boxes of pyro which his section had recovered when
he sent out a clearance patrol of his own 5 minutes earlier.
Needless to say the attack was pushed to the left slightly .

On return to barracks the students wer e set to work with the
usual exercise turn around whilst the Instructors gather ed to
argue their opinions on the course top student. The same name
appeared time and time again. After an outstanding performance
throughout the course, PNCO Course Number 1/10, Top Student
accolade was presented to LCpl Lowden from 216 Para Sig Sqgn.
Well done.

250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Corkery
SSM WO2 (SSM) Un

HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT VISIT - by Cpl Kiran Ale

Rather than watching the proceedings of House of Lords and
House of Commons on the TV, actually visiting the place itself
gives an experience of a life time. The opportunity was pr ovided
by an educational visit to the Houses of Parliament or ganized by
Sig Bhesh Bahadur Gurung for members of 250 Gurkha Sig Sgn
on 31st March 2010.

After setting off early in the morning from Bramcote, we were
soon in the heart of London. Having managed a dr op-off at
Wellington Barracks, it was then on foot but we found our way to
our destination, thanks to some ‘instinct led navigation’. W e were
then out of the congested str eets of London and through the
heavy security checks into the Westminster Hall.

The first thing you notice is the br eathtaking grandeur of the
Westminster Palace, where work began more than a century ago.
You cannot stop but wonder that this is the place wher e so many
Royals have walked and some pivotal events in English history
have taken place here. We were provided an excellent guided
tour of the Westminster Palace, both the Houses, St Stephen’s
Hall and the Central Lobby. There was so much to see and learn
around this architectural spectacle shrouded in wealth of heritage
and history where leading political figures and minds of Great
Britain have toiled to shape the nation.

| still remember an interesting fact told by our tour guide that
there used to be personnel from Royal Signals with some HF
radio kits on duty to co-or dinate the synchronization of the first
step taken during a Royal entrance and the 21 gun salute honour.
We were also shown the damages to the Parliament building still
preserved as a reminder to the London blitz during WWII.

Unfortunately there was no session in the Houses in progress on

the day of our visit, but we made the most out of the guided tour .
Especially as a Gurkha, | leamed a lot about what Parliament
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does, its significance in making laws and much about the place
once home to Kings and Queens of England. On behalf of the
Sqn, | would also like to thank Mr Bill Olner , MP for Nuneaton

] - N
A group photograph outside the House of Parliament

NEPALI NEW YEARS EVE BS 2067 CELEBRATION
- by Sgt Surendra Limbu

SQN ADVENTUROUS TRAINING IN ANDORRA
- by Sig Uday Limbu

Well before dawn broke on 21 Mar 10, 16 personnel of 250
Gurkha Sig Sgn and 2 instructors from other establishments set
off for Andorra from Gamecock Barracks. We headed for
Manchester Airport in a minibus and then it was ar ound a 2 hour
flight to Toulouse airport in France and the rest of the journey was
on a tour bus to Arinsal, Andorra. Andorra is a quiet country
situated on the souther n slopes of the Eastern Pyrenees
mountain range dividing France and Spain. After allocation of our
respective accommodation and a short briefing by the
adventurous training leader Captain Ambar (OC X Tp) Sahib on
the next day’s events, we dispersed excited and hoping for good
weather.

We couldn’t wait for the mor ning to gear up and slide down the
slope. In the morning the sun was up and down below the snow
covered hills glistened as we slid through the evergreen trees on
the lift. It was just spectacular and a perfect day to start skiing for
the very first time. We were split into 2 groups, intermediate (who
had skied before) and the beginners, those who had never skied
before, this was my group. We started with the very basics of
skiing such as putting the skis on and walking with it. After a few
lessons from our instructor SSgt Richie T urnbull | found out that
skiing down the slope wasn’t quite as easy as | thought.

The Sqn is extremely busy with various operational
taskings, exercises and other commitments, yet the
Sgn 2IC, Capt Tolbahadur Khamcha , managed to
enable time to celebrate Nepali New Year’'s Eve 2067
on 13th April 2010. It is one of the traditions, also
known as “Kaida” for the Sgn to celebrate once a
year. Commander QG Signals was the guest of
honour and seized upon the opportunity to brief
Bramcote personnel on the latest developments and
future direction of the Regt of the QG Signals.

As the evening progressed, more and more families
gathered in the Himali club as drinks started to flow
and we all started to enjoy the mouth watering
selection of dishes on offer. Everyone praised the
chefs and thanked them for such a fantastic
Nepalese Cuisine. After the meal the local band led
by Sgt's Dilip, Kishor and fellow band members,
played some of the best Nepalese folk songs and
entertained the audience. Once the band finished
playing, the dance floor was swiftly over cr owded by

the “Uthyo-Basyo” dancers. A lar ge projection
provided the New Year countdown and on the strike
of midnight Commander QGS, Gurkha Major and OC
250 Gurkha Sig Sgn popped the corks on the champagne and
wished everybody a happy New Year and happiness and
prosperity to everybody. Suddenly we were all busy wishing each
other a “Happy New Year 2067".

It was a wonderful evening thoroughly enjoyed by everyone and
all who attended feel thor oughly refreshed and ready to face new
challenges that lie ahead.

e kT

The Commander is about to take off the ‘Topi’ (Nepali Cap) while
2IC 250 GSS looks on
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A group photo prior to setting off for a day

My morale was low when | looked up the slope above; people
were skiing down with ease and | questioned my ability to ever
do the same. How can | ski on that slope when | am struggling

to slide on this baby slope? We all had numerous crashes in the
first day, but we were making huge improvements, enough to
maintain our pride! By the second day | was skiing down the
same slope that | feared only hours earlier. After a few days of
training all of us from the beginners group were skiing down blue
and smaller red routes without any problem under the supervision
of the instructor. We were even skiing on a few black routes!
That to me was a magnificent achievement; that black r oute looks
absolutely horrific from the top of the slope. Now, | was smiling
looking at the same baby slope wher e | had started. Big thanks
goes to both instructors Kerry Memsahib (OC 250 Memsahib)
and SSgt Turnbull. Their hard work, good instruction, patience
and professionalism were second to none.

We all passed theory and practical tests for ‘Basic Skiing
Proficiency (Alpine)’. This award allows us to ski in a group of
three or more people with the same level of qualification within
our ability. Personally | felt that it is one of the best sports | had
ever tried and | am looking forward to doing mor e in the future.
We definitely accomplished our goals and had a fantastic time in
Andorra - it was a challenging but enjoyable experience. Finally |
would like to thank OC Sqgn sahib for giving us the opportunity to
experience such an amazing sport.
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OC and SSM in action

A novice Gurkha Skier in action at the end of the week

256 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ALPHA TROOP
ocC 2Lt Barr ett
Tp SSot SSgt McDougall

EXERCISE ALPHA RAM

On Monday the 15th February 2010 the troop deployed in convoy
to Beckingham Training area to conduct a CT1 Ex. Alpha Ram
was the second part of the tr oop level training following the
Recce Ex were the troop deployed all over the UK to conduct
JFHQ recces.

The Tp arrived at the training area and was straight into building
clearance drills around the farm complex. The final assessment
was clearing the old farm house that would be the Tp base as
would be done by OLRT (Operational Liaison Reconnaissance
Team) in countries around the world. The house was set up as a
CP for the rest of the Ex where 2 man OLRT teams would
conduct Navigation, Driving Skills, Contact Drills along with Close
Protection Skills for the PIHQ Staff Officers that make up the rest
of the OLRT.

One of the main objectives was to have a Tp shake out and see

who’s personal admin was lacking. Sig Grose was the out right
winner when he spent the night in sub zero conditions in a £7
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Tescos sleeping bag. He then went on to borr ow just about
everything he used for the rest of the Ex.

ALPHA TROOP DAY OUT

The Tp managed to get a free day in the diary to do some
bonding, so we shot each other with paint balls. Sig Glasgow
organised a morning at Go Ballistic Paint Ball in Leicester. It was
a freezing cold day so when Sgt Steve Girling wore his Batman
costume with his side kick W olverine or Cpl Stu Hodge they
regretted it instantly. There were some interesting games and
scenarios but the best was saved for last. Get in a ring and
shoot each other until you run out of balls. Sig ‘Grogsy’ Gr ose
made the mistake of taking on the Tp Staf fy who he thought
would tactically try to take his position. NO he ran straight at him
taking one or two for the team but then chased Grogsy around
the wood painting him up like a dulux paint chart.

After paintball it was of f to TAYBARN, an all you can eat
restaurant. It was a challenge not a statement where we had to
eat a full meal from each section, starters, salad, chippy, pizza,
Oriental, carvery then hot and cold dessert. Sig Beck was
victorious and finished the lot.

OP PANLAKE, PORT AU PRINCE, HAITI

On Monday 18th Jan after the aftermath of the earthquake in
Haiti, our Tp was told that we may be r equired to deploy with
PJHQ. At the time it was uncertain what was needed and who
would go. It was ranging from 1 OLRT, this comprises of 2 of our
sigs and 6-8 staff officers or 5 OLRT’s and our Early Entry HQ. In
the 2 years that we held the high readiness duty there were
several countries that we had been on standby to deploy to and
were beginning to think that, like the r est of them, this would be
cancelled.

It had been 3 days since the first rumours of deployment and

then a call came through that our Tp was deploying manpower
but it was still unsure who and what. We knew that our 4 hr
notice to move detachment comprising of LCpl Coleman and Sig
Myzak and early entry HQ were definitely going. There was still
scope for 2-6 mor e people to go and this would be decided in a
brief at 1100 that day. It was decided that only 2 mor e of our sgn
would deploy. These were Cpl ‘Tina’ T urner and Sig Beck . Cpl
Turner was told half way through a volley ball game (good job he
had his dog tags signed out alr eady) and both soldiers were told
only 5 hrs before transport left for the airhead.

The route there was a tough one. We had to stop for a night out
in Canada as the plane could not take of f due to snow. This was
followed by a night in Tampa because we had issues getting a
window to land in Haiti. W e nearly had to deal with 4 nights in
Tampa which would have been rough, but I'm sure we’d have
coped.

It was a very strange thing to arrive to, there seemed to be
different groups everywhere. Where our HQ was sited, we were
surrounded by Mexican, Spanish, and Canadian for ces, Danish
ambulance scientologists, and ther e were loads of other groups
all the way along the edge of the airfield. We got to our location
at 2330hrs and it was decided it would set a better example for
us to work through and set up our HQ in the night than all just get
our heads down until sun up. So the next day with the HQ
already up we were pretty much already into a normal working
routine. Our main threat other than the tarantulas that were
nested everywhere was the intense heat. Our Med officer found
this the hard way coming down with heat str oke. | think he did
this to show us all the dangers of what could happen.

Our Sgn had deployed 3 operators and an ED. Our main duties
were maintaining the HQ's power, VTC back to the UK and using
the other comms systems. As well as this we wer e used for
general duties such as driving, force protection and helping with
site management and hygiene. On the 29th we were told that 2
of the operators deployments wer e getting cut short and we wer e
not needed. We drew names out of a hat for who got to stay and
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LCpl Coleman won. Sig Beck and Sig Myzak returned to the
UK the next day. This time there was only one stop over in
Canada were Sig Beck managed to polish off the largest lobster
ever seen, all on PJHQ's budget of course.

EXERCISE RAM CONECTION

The Sgns CT2 Ex was held in Swynnerton Training Camp over the
15th — 19th March. Alpha tps input to the Ex was to set up the
Early Entry HQ (EEHQ) in a building of opportunity and provide an
EXCON for the OPS/Comd Team. This was the first time EEHQ
had deployed without the tent complex that was slowly bobbing
back from Haiti. The building was old, falling to bits and dirty , so
it was quickly our home. The building had no power or heating

so it was back to old style ker o heaters, this was good because
the younger members of the troop got to see how they worked.
Sig Grose learnt a new skill. When told to switch of f the heater
he walked up to the plug on the wall and switched of the
electricity. Also for the first time Alpha and Bravo Tps wer e co-
located, working together pr oviding BOWMAN and Sat Comms.

CHARLIE TROOP

oC Lt Bilney
Tp SSgt SSgt Hopkins

TROOP LIFE — by Cpl Smith

Once again a very busy period for the Tp with attachments all
over the ‘ying yang’!! New arrivals in the Tp have jumped straight
into Tp life and are pushing to get noticed, which in the curr ent
environment is a must. Cpl Thorpe , fresh and full of ideas in to
how the Tp stores can move forward, is a breath of fresh air and
finds himself with a very busy work load cutting ar ound camp
between SSgt (SQMS) Tugger Orr and his newly refurbished
stores. Not sure if his Missus knows he is that tidy!!
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LCpl Hill joins the Tp, many weeks down the line in expecting her
second baby and a big congats to Cpl O'Brien who had his first
baby earlier this month. We think something must be in the
water!!

Sports billy’s of the Tp to name a few, LCpl Mcgrath with his
squash at Combined Services level, SSgt Hopkins and LCpl
Harrison at Corps rugby which will see them both over at the
Akrotiri 10’s in Cyprus in May 10. Also Sgt Mac with his
orienteering for the Corps.

EXERCISE SNOW RIDER 2010 - by LCpl McGrath

Elements of 30 Sig Regt deployed on Ex MERCURY SNOW
RIDER 2010 on Fri 5th March at the alarm smashing early time of
0500, well only alarm smashingly had everyone decided to set
theirs, namely Sig Sheard, who had a colourful wake up call from
WO2 (RQMS) Rob Smith . After everyone was accounted for
myself, LCpl McGrath , Sig Nicholls , Cpl John Caf fery, SSgt
Lee Glaves, Lt Kate Bilney , Capt Mike Gr ey, SSgt Karl
Hannah, SSgt (FofS) Steve Pritchar d, WO2 YofS Stu Bailes

and Phil Foulkes embarked on the journey that can only be
described as a mammoth drive.

After the welcome briefs it was a cattle race to the equipment
hand out area, some lucky enough to get better kit than some,
namely me. Nice.

Monday morning came around and the tip to wrap up warm was
well adhered to by the first time boar ders and within 10 mins of
the warm up by the Ripstar crew they had most, if not all of them
stripping of f layers at a rate of knots before getting to know the
slope up close and personal. Good pr ogress was made by all the
first timers, some quicker than others, in fact a lot quicker than
others as by day 3 the group left on the bottom slope was mainly
occupied by 30 Sigs bar a couple of fliers, Sig Sheard and Sig
Nicholls who later proved how quickly the took to the slopes.

What followed was a week of rigor ous and arduous training by
the Ripstar consisting of lear ning the basics of tur ning and later
on in the week how to do some fr eestyle moves and the basics of
slalom and boarder cross. These were the 3 events that we
could compete in, but not all of the boar ders would enter as
some went the way of the hospital and few people wer e found
wanting there insurance cards.

SSgt Glaves was still finding it a challenge to get up forwar ds
and opted for the ever so elegant roll to the backside to get up
narrowly missed out on qualifying for the novice slalom event
along with Cpl Caffery and Capt Grey. Sig Sheard qualified 1st
and finished 1st setting a fantastic time along with Sig Nicholls
who also placed very well. In the women’s slalom the
competition was fier ce and Lt Bilney finished strongly. In the
men’s event everyone qualified with WO2 Smith sliding in in 36th
place. Unfortunately not a winner but SSgt Pritchar d did qualify
in 9th. However the highlight for the team was everyone coming
away with at least a 1 star rating by the end of the first week.

During the welcome weekend break Sig Sheard and Cpl Caffery
set out to find the infamous Eagles Nest occupied by Hitler and
succeeded in finding a salt mine due to the fact that they wer e in
the wrong country! Most of the r emaining crew went off to
explore the local towns and some fine ales.

Two days of bad weather led to the cancellation of the park with
some relieved faces, which gave the team time to go and chase
some powder which nearly led to the downfall of Sig Sheard
after a big wipe out of f piste, which as we found out wouldn’ t be
his last.

Onto the boarder cross event where Sigs Sheard and Nicholls
excelled again, qualifying first and second with very r espectable
times. However the outcome was not as hoped as Sig Sheard
came in 1st but Sig Nicholls came in 4th in what was a brutal
race from start to finish with Sig Sheard the only racer able to
find some clear snow and get away from the chasing pack.
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In between the boarding and the come dine with me nights held
in the flats, a very, very enjoyable time was had by all and many
will be looking to head back up the slopes.

HILL WALKING - by Sig Wright

On a chilly February morning a few members of Charlie Tp got
the big thumbs up to escape the hectic hangar for the day under
the disapproval of the SSgt Hopkins . After an hour long mini bus
journey listening to Sgt Macs singing we arrived at our
destination and set of f in two groups one in each direction.
Following a brisk walk up and down the many hills in the ar ea and
back again listening yet again to Sgt Mac and his Scottish
vocals, we convened into a local pub for a hot de-brief. The pub
menu just so happened to be ‘Steak Tuesday’, so although
nothing wrong with the cookhouse pr ovided pack lunches, a
steak seemed to be the order of the day. Now satisfied that our
hungers had been fulfilled we set off on the route that each group
had not taken earlier. Once completed and after a cheeky pint

we decided to make our way back to camp for a well ear ned rest
and down time befor e the hectic schedule of Tp life under Lt B
and SSgt H.

TROOP ORIENTEERING — by Sig Mitchell

Before Easter leave the Tp arranged a well eamed day out on an
Orienteering Ex. This was like a breath of fresh air due to the R1
tasking we currently hold so the majority of the tp wer e pleased
to get away for a day and were more than happy to attend.

LCpl Carlton , Sigs Swinwood , and Mohan and | arrived at
Swynnerton training area on a very rare sunny day in Wales.

Obviously it is never too warm for shorts and tee-shirts in W ales.
However, once we had arrived we soon realised that this was not
just a day out but a 5 DIV Orienteering Competition. Nice one
Staffl!

However, although SSgt Hopkins said he had fine picked the
‘best of the best’ for the job, we pr oved him right as we
completed 4KM NAV in just over the hour mark, a good result
which was enjoyed by all and we may of unearthed a map
reading guru in LCpl Carlton .

ROCK CLIMBING - by Sig Swinwood

On a cold and wet day in Bramcote when all was quiet for once,
members of the Tp were lucky enough to go rock climbing in
Birmingham. We were all looking forward to the trip and after a
quick pit stop at MacDonald’ s we were raring to go. Especially
after Sgt Mac gave us his best ‘TAKE THAT" vocals!!

On arrival, the staff in the Climbing Centre were very welcoming
and as soon as the kit was issued we were under way. A little
nervous we all stood up to the mantle to lear n this new skill

and to try and impress Sgt Mac who was trying to out do
everyone with his spider man impressions. However, his light
was put out soon enough when LCpl Stone came in to his own.
It was as if he was born to rock climb as he rapidly scaled up and
down the walls and there seemed no way to get him of f
altogether.

We climbed for about an hour and it was a worthwhile experience
as all would agree and will definitely be making a return trip in
order to gain more experience before applying for our AT Quals.

31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT o
(VOLUNTEERS) ¥
LONDON

CcO Lt Col SR Walker TD
RSM WO1 (RSM) G Padfield

“LAST POST” FINAL F AREWELL

The CO, RSM, and remaining members of 31(City of London) Sig
Regt (V) bade a final faewell to their Regt on Saturday 20th Feb
2010. The message was sent far and wide, the response was
greater than all had expected, with past members of 41 (PLK) Sig
Sqn, 47 (MiddxYeo) Sig Sqn, 31 Sig Regt, 56 Div OCA, all the
associations and many, many more giving a grand total of some
250 serving and ex members in attendance.

We were graced with fine weather after a week of rain, there was
a curry lunch, and free beer and wine which obviously went down
well I The Hon Col Sir Robert Finch thanked Capt Dave
Thomas and WO1 (RSM) G Padfield for
organising the event, and said a fond
farewell to the Regt. He also took the time to
present Sgt Louise Wilkins with her VRSM,
the miniature of which had been presented
sometime earlier at a Regtl dinner.

The day comprised of a welcome from the
RSM, covering airhostess style things like
toilets and exits, and the format for the

The CO gave a farewell speech to all those attending with
mention to many members past and pr esent it was a “Canter
though the Years” 1967 — 2010, WO2 Maurice Byr ne was
mentioned for his award of the QVRSM, Steve Bland , and many
more.

As a final part of the speech the CO was joined by former CO’s
who were present. Col K Bruce-Smith TD , Col LF Harrison TD ,
Lt Col JC Eversfield ERD , Lt Col BJ Austin , Lt Col D Str ong,
Lt Col RT Weston, Lt Col S Str eete MBE TD . Also in the crowd
was CO 36 Sig Regt, Lt Col M Lansdown TD a former OC in the
Regt.

The day culminated in the “Lowering of the Regimental Flag”, the
Last Post was played by SSgt Dave Holman of 41 (PLK) Sig Sgn
(V) now part of 38 Sig Regt (V). The RSM, ably assisted by the
Adjt Capt Neil Matthews lowered the flag,
folded it, presenting it to the CO for onward
transmission to RHQ Royal Signals. This
event was witnessed by all those present.

Due to the lack of physical people left in the

I Regt we were kindly helped by LCpls Bint

1 and Moor e and Sig Hilary Jones not really

! dressed to serve the teas and coffees but
brought a smile to many an old comrade.

Auction and Sale. Auction and Sale | hear
you say! After distributing numerous pieces
of Regtl Silver and Memorabilia to the Regtl
Sgns and the newly formed tr oops, there
being only so much wall space in each of
the locations the remaining property was
sold or auctioned of f to ex-members of the
Regt attending the function, all pr oceeds

: s PASSING THE BATON ON

Capt Dave Thomas ex-PSAO 83 Sp Sgn
(V) and the RSM took time out to deliver to
the Corps a number of items of
memorabilia. These items included a
number of pictur es, flow charts of Regtl

going to the “Royal Signals Benevolent
Fund”.
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Capt Thomas and WO1 (RSM) Guy Padfield
present the cheque to RHQ in Blandford

history, the Regts flag lowered for the last
time on 20th Feb 2010, two large bronze
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“Jimmies” his and hers and plaques fr om the disbanding units of
the Regt 5 (QOOH) Sig Sgn and 83 Sp Sqgn. In addition, the
proceeds from the Regimental “Last Post” function a cheque for
the “Royal Signals Benevolent Fund” to the tune of £3,137.00

was presented. Capt Thomas took this opportunity to bid
farewell to the Corps having joined it in 1969, he moves on for his
last 4 years of service to become a Capt PSAO in the Royal Army
Medical Corps.

32nd (SCOTTISH) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS) Loz
GLASGOW %

ocC Maj S Rankin
SSM WO2 (SSM) T Johnston

69 (NORTH IRISH HORSE) SIGNAL
SQUADRON REPORTING FOR DUTY

This Sgn was originally a member of 32
(Scottish) Sig Regt from 1969 until the early
nineties, so we very much feel as if we are
‘coming home’!

Early January saw the OC visit both sets of

West Branch of the North Irish Horse (NIH)
Regt Assoc, as well as the Northern Ireland
Branch of Royal Signals Association in
Belfast. He was able to brief all interested
association members on the current
situation within the Regt, on the futur e UN
deployment on Op TOSCA to Cyprus and finally, the future of the
Sqn.

Op TOSCA pre deployment trg went full time in February and a
large number of Sqn personnel were able to assist in both
instruction and support r oles. A great variety of senior visitors
came to visit and inspect, as well as others to say hello and in
some cases goodbye. Amongst others, GOC 2nd Div visited
training in Magilligan and Brig Hargr eaves said farewell at the
end of his long term as Comd 2 (NC) Bde.

In early February, Sqn head sheds visited 32 Sig Regt (V) RHQs in
Glasgow for the first time. It proved to be a most informative visit
and an ideal opportunity to ‘meet & gr eet’ our Scottish

colleagues.

A frantic amount of activity in Mar 10 has seen the disbandment
of 40 (Ulster) Sig Regt (V) as well as the deployment of 40 Sig
Regt Group to Cyprus on UN peace keeping operations. The sad
occasion of a regtl disbandment was marked by several key
events culminating in a parade in Thiepval Barracks, Lisburn on
Sat 20 Mar 10. This parade also included the Blue Beret Parade
for the 40 Sig Regt Group deployment going on Op TOSCA,
which was followed by a far ewell dinner in the evening. The

SOiInC (A) chats to 69 (NIH) Sig Sqn personnel during the combined Disbandment and UN
Blue Beret Parade

parade was a truly memorable occasion that enabled past and
present members of 40 (U) Sig Regt (V) to eflect upon bygone
days and look forward to pastures new. The dinner allowed for
many a ‘tall’ story to be told and good times fondly r emembered
by all! A total of 66 personnel from 69 (NIH) Sig Sgn will deploy
on Op TOSCA under the watchful eye of Maj Sam Burgess , who
will assume command of the sgn post the deployment.

Also in Mar 10, Maj Peter McCelwee , QM 32 Sig Regt and his
stores team descended upon the Clonaver Park TAC to conduct a
Board of Officers, as well as completing the handover of kit and
equipment. Our thanks to Pete and his staff for all of their help
and support.

In summary, 69 (NIH) Sig Sgn has had a very trying and busy time
in the past few months. Disbandment of 40 (U) Sig Regt (V) has
seen us say farewell to many of our colleagues. Thrown in at
exactly the same time, has been all of the pre Deployment
Training required prior to 40 Sig Regt Group deploy on

operations. Finally, the sole remaining sgn from 40 (U) Sig Regt
(V) has been transfered with effect from 31 Mar 10 to 32 Sig Regt
(V), which now covers the whole of the 2 Div area. For those
personnel remaining behind, we look forward to the transfer into a
new Regt but with confidence to say that we ar e all up to the
challenge.

36th (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS) Loz
CAMBRIDGE %
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CcO Lt Col M Lansdown TD
RSM WO1 (RSM) | Conlan
RHQ

After 43 years of loyal service, 36 (Eastem) Sig Regt marked its
disbandment with an evening function attended by over 420 past
and serving members. Held at Coldhams Lane in Cambridge, the
‘Final Hurrah’ was an outstanding success and a fitting tribute to
the Officers and Soldiers of the Regt. The event was attended by
the Hon Col of 60 (RBY) Sig Sqn, Sir Nicholas Bonsor and the
Master of the Worshipful Company of Poulters, Mr Brian

Coombe . In addition to the festivities an extensive historical
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display of the previous four decades fastidiously assembled by
the ROSO, Capt Len Carr , greatly added to the sense of
occasion. Finally, it was with great pride and honour that the
Regt received signals of greetings and condolence from the
Colonel in Chief, the Princess Royal, the Master of Signals and
the Signal Officer in Chief.

The following is an excerpt from the speech given on the evening
by the CO, Lt Col M Lansdown TD :

“May | wish all of you a very warm welcome to Coldhams Lane
Territorial Army Centre for what | hope will be a memorable and
enjoyable, if somewhat poignant evening. The purpose of this

L4
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The CO delivering his welcoming address

event is first and foremost to mark the disbandment of our fine
Regt after 43 years of loyal service. | hope also that this
occasion will provide an opportunity to r emember together the
shared experiences of operations and training, and to celebrate
all that the Regt has achieved.

Over those 43 years, the officers and soldiers of 36th (Eastern)
Sig Regt (Wlunteers) have stood ready to answer the nation’s call
to do their collective duty in North W est Europe and more
recently here at home in the United Kingdom. In recent years,
the nature of the threat to our country has changed, as has the
way in which its part-time for ces are used. The Regt has, as a
result, provided more than its fair share of individual
reinforcements to operations in the Balkans, Iraq and
Afghanistan. Without exception, those individuals have acquitted
themselves with real professionalism, and have been superb
ambassadors for the Regt. Our reputation as a thoroughly
professional component of the Territorial Army is unsurpassed.

It is of course a great disappointment that this Regt, along with a
further 5 out of a total of 11 TA Sig Regts, was selected for
disbandment last year as a savings measure. However, the time
for debating that decision has now passed. You will | hope be
pleased to know that the Regt’ s reputation was enhanced by the
committed performance of all those who attended the Regt’ s final
Annual Camp in September last year, culminating in a
disbandment parade carried out with r eal style and pride; and you
will not be surprised to lear n that the transfer of soldiers to other
units and the drawdown of the Regt’ s equipment has been
achieved without fuss and ahead of our peers. We therefore
finish with our heads held high and hand on the baton to our
successor unit, 36 (Eastern) Sig Sqgn, charging them to cherish
and safeguard our reputation for high standar ds, camaraderie and
fighting spirit.

| do hope that you enjoy this evening and that you find old
comrades here with whom to reminisce. If you do enjoy it, may |
commend to you the local branches of the Royal Signals

Association, which in this part of the country ar e well populated
with former members of the Regt. Finally, | thank all of you who
have served in the Regt for all that you have done, and | also
thank your families and friends for the support they have
provided.”

Certa Cito

Commanding Officers of the Regiment

The RSM bids farewell to the Regiment

36th (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT REGIMENTAL
ASSOCIATION

The formation of such an organisation is being considered but will
be largely dependent on the level of interest. More information
can be obtained from Captain Lenn Carr at:
Leonard.carr@talk21.com

37th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS) ?
REDDITCH &
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CcO Lt Col AE Per cival
RSM WO1 (RSM) CM Ogg

36 (EASTERN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj Rowson
SSM WO?2 (SSM) Pun

EXERCISE EASTERN WARRIOR

Late March saw the Sgn deploying to Thetfor d for Ex Eastern
Warrior, a military training weekend based around the Afghan
village complex.
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Friday evening saw the Sgn, augmented by members of 48 Sqn,
concentrate at Oakwood Farm FOB. Following for ce packaging,
confirmatory orders and issue of exercise equipment, it was time
for heads down, with training set to commence early on Satur day
morning.

First up on Saturday were the safety briefs and a tour of the
Afghan village complex. Undeniably different to the expectation
of many, LCpl Leo Crumpton-T aylor was impressed with how
representative the complex was of the villages in Afghanistan.

The balance of Saturday morning was taken up with a training
phase, Cpl Craig Plant and his team of DS (WO2 (SSM) Tara



Pun and SSgts Rob Aldridge and Kev Elliott ) covering methods
of entry and compound clearance drills. Moving into Satur day
afternoon, the multiples undertook a series of battle exer cises
involving explosive entry, doorway entry, PW handling and
casualty evacuation. Initially hesitant, confidence soon built with
the multiples handling well the dif fering scenarios thrown at them.
In particular the multiple commanders, including Cpl Shona
Peachey, made good use of previous FIBUA experience to
maintain momentum.

After a brief interlude to satisfy the local pr ess (providing PR for
us in Colchester), Saturday evening saw the first of the
confirmatory exercises, with a sequential clearance through two
areas of the village, multiples alternating between fire support,
assault and reserve. The lead multiple was led by Cpl Guy Hurst
and set the tone, moving quickly and ef fectively to secure the first
of the compounds, befor e covering the movement of the

following multiples. The balance of the day suggested that the
lessons of the morning and early afternoon had been learned
well.

Casualty Carry

Sunday morning saw orders for the second confirmatory ex: a
clearance of the remaining areas of the village. The break-in
multiple quickly found the layout of this part of the village to be
very different to that experienced on Satur day, with more densely
packed but far larger compounds. The combination of
compounds, alleyways, walls and tunnels pr ovided an intense
and difficult training environment but the drills and confidence
gained from the previous day’s training stood all in good stead
and, whilst mistakes were undoubtedly made (and learned from),
good momentum was maintained thr oughout.

The hot debrief showed all had learned much from the weekend'’s
training and, despite its physically challenging natur e, enjoyed the
experience. Our thanks go to Cpl Plant for his work in organising
the training package, to Sgt lan Strain and Cpl Kev Urand for
covering the admin burden and to SSgt Jim Thumwood and Sgt
Ruby Murray for their work in the backgr ound. Thanks also to D
Company, Essex Army Cadet Force for their support over the
exercise.

WELCOMES AND FAREWELLS

We would like to welcome back to the Sqn Capt Rob Price ,
currently enjoying POTL on his return from Kandahar, and to say
farewell to Sgt Mark Thor ndike , who is leaving the Sqn after 17
years of service. Mark will be very much missed, particularly by
all who had previously served with him at Grays and Southend,
and we wish him well with whatever he now chooses to do with
the considerable amount of time pr eviously devoted to his TA
service. We must also bid farewell to SSgt Justin Medcraft ,
who, having joined us as SPSI at Cambridge in the last issue,
now leaves us on posting!

Finally, we bid a temporary farewell to Cpl John McRae and
LCpl Keith Her cus as they deploy on Op TOSCA.
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48 (CITY of BIRMINGHAM) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Rodenhursy
SSM WO2 (SSM) Proffitt

EXERCISE CO’S CHALLENGE - by 2Lt Cawston

| have recently returned to the TA after a long break and this was
to be my first field ex in a long time. However | was not as out of
my depth as | had initially thought. Travelling down to Salisbury
Plain | was told that field exercises such as this one were few and
far between. Plenty of time to for get those skills; packing to a kit
list and being able to locate exactly what you need in minutes.

The Saturday morning brief brought promises of 20km distances.
| was initially sceptical but soon r ealised the Directing Staff were
not overestimating the distances between stands.

We would complete 8 stands in the first day with 4 on Sunday .
Each stand was run professionally and tested different skills of
both Soldiers and Officers.

H'F‘ - -
- g H
Command Task

By the middle of the first day the lack of long distance training
was beginning to show. Members of my section later told me
they hadn’t ever walked that far in an ex.

Personally | found the ex an excellent way to get to know
members of my new Tp, seeing each of them at their best.
Whether it was Sig Mazella encouraging and driving the team
forward on the log run or Cpl Price constantly keeping morale
high, everyone shone in their own way. | was particularly
delighted with the efforts put in by the whole team and they wer e
all a credit to themselves and the Regt.

Many important lessons wer e taken away. | now know where to
tape my feet up next time and that taking mor e time packing my
kit at the beginning of the exer cise will save much more time later
on. I'm sure all who attended this ex will have learnt their own
individual lessons.

The competition was won by 54 (Worcestershire) Sp Sqn — well
done!

COs Cup - Winning Team
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53 (WALES and WEST) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj Cosgr ove
SSM WO2 (SSM) Webb

EXERCISE CO’S CHALLENGE - by Sig Best

37 Sig Regt unleashed it’s finest upon the plains of Salisbury to
battle it out for the 2009-10 CO’ s Cup. 53 (Wales & Western) Sig
Sqn led the way as the various Sqns rocked up to Imber Village,
cammed up and under cover of darkness.

The competition consisted of a ‘r ound robin’ exercise, with the
stands covering elements such as CBRN, Command Tasks,
Casevac , E&E and equipment fault-finding. What we only found
out, as the ex got underway, was that there was an average of
4km between stands and, with a strict time-frame to adher e to, a
CFT pace needed to be fiercely kept up. A lot of blisters and
several curses of “why aren’t | in town” ensued!

53 Sqn fought strong, consistently achieving high scor es and fast
times throughout the weekend. However, the Cardiff & Stratford
lads and lasses just missed out on a place on the podium, falling
victim to the fact that they wer e the only Sgn to not field two or
more teams. Still, their high placing despite of this must be
testament to their skill. Bring on next year’'s COs Cup!

Cos Cup - 53A

ST DAVID’S DAY DINNER 6 MARCH 2010 - by Capt A Rance

The annual St David’s Day Dinner, one of the major social events
in the Regtl calendar, took place at Ty-Llewellyn TA Centre home
of the re-named 53 (Wales and Western) Sig Sgn.

The dinner has grown from strength to strength with invitations
going out to serving and r etired officers, WOs and Senior NCOs
of 37 Sig Regt. We were delighted to have representatives from
all Sgns apart from 36 (E) Sig Sgn who were engaged with their
own event.

This year we were honoured to have as official guests Brig S J
Vickery , Comd 2 Sig Bde; Brigadier R James CBE ex 53rd
Welsh Divisional Sig Regt; the Honorary Colonel, Col S J
Cartwright TD ; and the CO of 37 Sig Regt, Lt Col AE Per cival.

The event started as usual with entertainment from start to finish
after the trumpet calls and the piping in to dinner . Opening
speeches were given in both Welsh and English and followed by
a festive board of seven courses starting with Cawl (traditional
Welsh soup) Cig Oen Eidion Cymrieg A Mel (Welsh Lamb)
finishing of with fine Welsh cheeses all washed down with fine
wines and port.

The entertainment consisted of with the Pipes and Drums of the
Welsh Piping society, followed by the newly named British Legion
Band of Wales before we were entertained by the Cory Gleison
(Blues Choir) with a medley of Welsh song starting with Calon
Llan.
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During the dinner the traditional leek eating ceremony was
announced with a difference. Normally anyone who has
previously eaten the leek and received a certificate is not required
to eat it again, to the delight of the Honorary Colonel! However ,
the buoyant mood quickly changed to despair when the PMC
announced the due to the renaming of the Sqn, all previous
certificates were now void and therefore all serving members
were invited to eat the leek and drink the beer once again!

The after dinner proceedings incorporated singing and dancing
until the early hours and trying to wash out the taste after eating
the leek - good fun was had by all.

54 (WORCESTERSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Navindra Gurung MBE
SSM WO2 (SSM) Mansell

EXERCISE VON TRAPP DRAGON - by Sig Hall

The end of January saw 37 Sig Regt's 7th annual adventure
training trip to Austria. The ski training ex was held in the Tirol
area of Austria, which boasts a wide range of r esorts and routes,
and thankfully this year, a decent cover of fresh snow.

A mini-bus took the main body of personnel to the town of
Hochfilzen, via France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. Through
the hard work of the multiple drivers, the gr oup were able to
catch an extra half days skiing befor e the planned 6 day regime,
which was a welcome warm up to the week ahead.

The accommodation was basic, yet of fered small luxuries like Wi-
Fi and a boot room to store the skiing equipment. The staff were
helpful and friendly, and luckily for some of us, spoke English.

The training was kept exciting and varied, with several dif ferent
types of skiing and many dif ferent locations to ski from. Although
the slopes were busy at some points our instructors managed to
navigate to less crowded runs, which of fered better conditions for
improvement and learning and despite one or two close calls, the
group suffered no injuries.

In the evenings a wide range of entertainment was provided, from
“snow-karting” to Apr es-Ski shows and the chance to meet some
“interesting” locals was most welcome.

The mini-bus arrived safely in England at roughly 3:00am on
Sunday 07 February, laden with cheap Austrian chocolate and
half a dozen satisfied skiers. Many thanks go to the or ganisers,
and everyone involved for making it an enjoyable and worthwhile
experience.
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38th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS) 3‘
SHEFFIELD s

i

CO Lt Col A J Parsons
RSM WO1 (RSM) A J Wyatt
FAREWELLS

The time has finally come to say farewell to 46 (City of Derby) and
93 (East Lancashire) Sig Sgns (V) which formally disbanded on 31
Mar 10. 46 Sig Sgn (V) held their disbandment parade on 20 Mar
10, representing the 44 years the Unit has served the City. The
Mayor and Mayoress of the City of Derby hosted a reception after
the parade, before the official disbandment function in the
evening. 93 Sig Sqn (V) wee awarded the Civic Medal at their
disbandment parade on 27 Mar 10 in r ecognition of the
outstanding and meritorious service r endered to the townspeople
over the last 40 years. Mr Des Tanczos also accepted the Lord
Lieutenant’'s Award on behalf of his wife Christine who sadly
passed away in December last year, after spending 22 years with
the Sgn.

It is also with great sadness that we say farewell to Sgt Karl
Casswell who passed away at the end of February. Sgt
Kasswell had only recently transferred into the Regt, but had
quickly made a name for himself as a committed and enthusiastic
character. Having completed a full career with the regular Army
he joined 33 Sig Regt (V) before transferring to 38 Sig Regt (V).
He will be sorely missed by all his friends in both units and his
family.

1 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

ocC Maj M C Fisher
SSM WO2 (SSM) M J Gott

RECRUIT SELECTION, PIRBRIGHT - by LCpl Hackford

Spending a Friday night and all day Saturday at Pirbright
barracks may not be everyone’s cup of tea, but this was my first
taste of recruit selection as DS. In the company of veteran
recruiters LCpls Clive W ragg (PTl) and Jurgen Br own, |
attended the selection weekend 12-13 Mar ch which proved to be
a surprising amount of fun. As | am sure everyone knows, basic
selection for the TA follows the same principles as for the Regular
Army. On the Friday night the recruits, who, it should be
remembered are still civilians, were given an induction by a
fearsome WO?2, followed by dressing up in coveralls and
fluorescent numbered bibs to protect them and their clothes and
to make them nice and easy to identify. | suspect it also plays a
psychological role in removing their individuality and reinforcing
the team ethos, either way they all looked very “uniform”. They
did seem pretty surprised at having a bag search for weapons
and contraband.

Following an early rise on Saturday, 0500 for staff and 0600 for
recruits, there was the usual hearty full English breakfast and
cereal. One “character” stood out as he r efused to eat. The ice
breaker talks preceded the morning physicals and two
“individuals” wer e memorable; one declared that he collected
weapons and had virtually everything with an edge or point, and
the recruit who refused to eat had a slight disagreement with the
WO2! Fortunately neither was destined for 1 Sgn.

The physical session was a pleasant revelation, not for the fact
that | didn’t actually have to do any running, but for the high
standard of the recruits. All of them passed the risk reduction run
and they all seemed to be made of ster ner stuff than some of
those | saw on my own selection course.

After a lunch of sirloin steak (the food was excellent all weekend)
the recruits had death by powerpoint for an hour while the staf f
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set up the command tasks and gr enade range. The WO2 had
given us the nod that this was going to be our opportunity to
shout “robust encouragement” at the r ecruits. The grenade range
came first. As DS it would be well worth watching full metal
jacket to brush up on your military clichés befor e shouting
yourself hoarse at the wriggling bodies trying to leopar d crawl for
the first time. Lots of fun for us staf f and bashed elbows for the
recruits. The command tasks gave me my chance to stand up
front and do my military leadership bit, briefing them on the
missions they had to complete. The obstacles involved the usual
bottomless swamps, lethal mine fields, an angry and determined
enemy and some assorted military items to transport acr oss the
aforementioned swamps and minefields. | don’t think any of the
groups completed the tasks but they had fun trying and we
enjoyed watching their floundering. Observing their ef forts | think
that they were all far too polite, all a bit “after you, no after you, |
insist” which inhibited some of the leaders r eally coming through.

After packing up and a debrief it was pr etty much all over. The
feedback from the recruits was positive and they all seemed to
have enjoyed their day. | also enjoyed the experience of teaching
and encouraging future soldiers and a little guilty pleasure at
being called staff, which as a 43 year old Lance Corporal is likely
to be the only time in my military car eer that this is going to
happen!

2 (CITY OF DUNDEE AND HIGHLAND) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

ocC Maj B Williams
SSM WO2 (SSM) W D Smith

OC'S “FUN" WEEKEND - by WO2 (YofS) Lewis

In late February and early March, 2 Sig Sqn enjoyed two active
and “educational” weekends.

The OC's “Fun” weekend, conducted over the 20 -21 February
was held at RM CONDOR in Arbroath. Sgt Joe Wiggins used
the climbing wall to good ef fect demonstrating and teaching the
skills of how to be Spiderman. VAT — not a form of taxation, but
Vertical Assault Training was the skill being taught and basically
means climbing straight up the hard way with all your kit on. Also
used, some might say over-used, was the abseiling tower -
“angels of death” and “banzai” spring to mind. It must be said
that the queue for the abseiling was by far longer than the queue
for VAT! The altemative to the outdoor activities was the DCCT,
where marksmanship principles were applied and a good shoot
was had by all. Personnel from all three tps participated and
proved that we can all work, learn and play together nicely. The
social event on the Saturday evening was a little excursion into
the “quaint” town of Arbr oath, an opportunity to build solid
relationships with the local populace.

Capt “Davy” Crockett (2IC) and Capt Lyn Bertram (OC 851 Tp)
enjoy an outdoor meeting in Ballater with the new Sqn Col; Col
(Retd) Eric Blythe
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Ex MERCURY SWORD (part two of the package) was conducted
in Ballater over 19 — 21 March. The transport left, on time
surprisingly, and picked up the guys from Aberdeen. Once again
the Sgn integrated well as the order of the day was completion of
our MATT's. The standard subjects to achieve qualification wer e
delivered and the PFT was, as usual, the most anticipated event.
Excuses of “there was a strong breeze today” still echo!! Cynics
also suggested that the OC’s shining success on the track had to
do with a smaller surface area offering reduced wind resistance.
The locals welcomed the troops into the small town of Ballater on
the Saturday evening and a relaxed, traditional night of
entertainment was had by all. The “biggest disco in Ballater” was
also frequented by some and comparisons with New Y ork’s
Studio 54 and Manchester’'s Hacienda were drawn - well
something like that! Cpl Lyall and the “volunteer” guar d
welcomed the troops back and ensured that everyone had a
good nights sleep.

41 (PRINCESS LOUISE’S KENSINGTON) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

ocC Maj J Fensome
SSM SSgt S May
SQN ACTIVITY

Since February the Sgn has continued its normal cycle of
communications exercise in conjunction with industrious RSIT
prep. With the SPSI position gapped our PSI(T) Sgt Gary
Westmor eland has taken over the reins and is now busy juggling
two offices.

Some members of the Sqgn attended the far ewell lunch for 31 Sig
Regt (V) and despite the obvious sadness, it was also a time to
catch up with some old friends and r e-live some stories that have
certainly got much bigger over time. The event was attended by
members of 31 Sig Regt (V) going back to its establishment in
1967. For the first time in many years officers and soldiers from
HQ Sqn, 41 Sig Sqn, 47 Sig Sgn and 83 Sig Sgn were all
together under one roof. Many thanks to Capt Dave Thomas for
all that he and his team did to make the event such a success.

PHASE 1 TRAINING - by Sig Watkinson

On 9 Mar 10 | went on CMS(R) at Pirbright Barracks. | was
dropped off at around 1900 hrs and as to be expected, was very
nervous. | didn’t really know what to expect but was pleasantly
surprised from the offset. | met an RLC Cpl who turned out to be
the drill instructor for the Tp and was soon to lear n he was truly
fanatical about drilll He showed me to my r oom and introduced
me to the rest of my section, 3 section. We were all in the same
boat and would have to work as a team to get though the course.
Twenty minutes later we were called in for our first briefing. As
the whole troop gathered in the TV room you could cut the
tension with a knife. We were all wondering what each other was
like, and apparently looking like cows on Astr oturf, a saying that
will be with me forever thanks to this course! The staff tried to
lighten us up with some rather dirty jokes which did lighten the
mood, and after that we all felt a lot better .

On the second day we got up at 0600 hrs and wer e ready for drill
at 0745 hrs. After seeing our drill skills a quick assessment was
made - we needed practice, a lot of practice! That was to come
later but for now it was PT, a 3 mile tab (which turned into more
of a run) with 15kg on our backs, followed swiftly by RMT' s. The
rest of the day was taken up by lessons.

Most of the first week was just class lessons and PT - | loved
every second of it. We also spent 2 nights out in the field which
was pretty fun too. We received a light and noise demonstration
and practiced our pairs fir e and manoeuvre and harbour making
drills. The days absolutely flew by, and just like that we were
back in our dorms.

During the second week there was more PT and CBRN training
which was absolutely brilliant. Seeing everyone’s mucus, tear
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stained faces as they were gasping for air was hilarious! We
were also introduced to bayonet training which was intense but
amazing. The adrenalin rush was immense and we all enjoyed it.
The shooting was a lot of fun too. It was the first time | had fir ed
live rounds, but quickly got used to it.

Thursday seemed to last forever but then it was the day we had
all been waiting for, Friday - Pass Out. We were looking forward
to seeing our families, but nervous about the big parade and
practiced drill pr etty much the whole day. | felt so proud,
marching on that drill squar e, the band playing and people
cheering.

Overall | really enjoyed my 2 weeks, and | was really sad it was
over. As with everything there were downtimes, but ther e were
plenty of good times, and the time flew by far too fast. But it let
you learn a lot about yourself, just what you can achieve. The
‘sisters’ will remain the PT highlight for me. CMS(R) was great
fun and has prepared me for new challenges in my Army career.

WELCOMES

Following the disbandment of our pr evious parent Regt a number
of personnel have transfer to 41 Sig Sqgn (V) - Sgt Sid Ahluwalia,
Cpl Ken Blackbur n, LCpl Dan Barr ett and Sig Hilary Jones are
very welcome at their new unit.

The Sgn is also very pleased to welcome Sig Dave Missell , who
joins us from 81 Sig Sqn (V). After 27 years service he could
possibly be the longest serving signaller in the Corps?. W elcome
also to Sig Watkinson who joined the Sqgn after successful
completion of his Phase 1 training.

PROMOTIONS

Many congratulations go to SSgt Colin Anderson on his
promotion. SSgt Anderson has been holding the Tp SSgt post
for the Sqn C Tp outstation since the Tp moved to Kingston. He
has done a remarkable job in administering this out station and
his professionalism and dedication has contributed significantly to
this location’s success. The Sqn is very pleased to be able to
reward his hard work.

46th (CITY OF DERBY) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)
ocC Major J S Hubbar d

This entry into The Wire will be the final word for the Sgn.
Originally tracing its history to the North Midland Divisional
Signals in 1908, the Sqn has acquired roots in Derby for the last
102 years. Now, as at the 31st March 2010, the Royal Signals
presence in the City will be no more.

On the 20th March 2010, the Sgn paraded through the City of
Derby to mark its official disbandment. The occasion included a
thanksgiving service at the Cathedral which was led by the
Regimental Padre, Major Sean Robertshaw with readings by
both the CO, Lt Col A J Parsons and the 2i/c, Major A J Powell .
The service was attended by ex-members of the Sgn dating back
some 50 years ago! After the service, the Mayor of the City of
Derby, Councillor Sean Marshall invited all ex-members of the
Sqgn to an informal function at the Darwin Suite in the City for a
formal presentation and buffet.

For a few of the ex-members of the Sgn, disbandment was
nothing new. For the majority however, it was a totally new
experience. Since the Sqn ceased trg in September 2009 many
members have been found employment in the newly r e-roled 38th
(Strategic Communications) Sig Regt (V), however many more of
the Sqn opted to transfer to other units locally .

Although the disbandment of the Sgn was always going to be a
sad occasion, it is important to now look forwar d. The majority of
the Sgn have opted to transfer to 73 Engineer Regt (V). This
created a new Detachment which is to be based in Kingsway TA
Centre here in Derby. After the Parade on the 20th March 2010,
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the Mayor of Derby allowed 46 Sig Sqgn to r etire its title of ‘City of
Derby’ so that it may be bestowed upon the new Detachment of
Royal Engineers. The City of Derby Detachment RE will be
commanded by Captain Jim Batchelor , previously the 2i/c of the
Sgn. He will be assisted by WO2 (QMSI) Kev Bedfor d,
previously the SSM. This would seem to be very fitting as the
Sgn can trace roots back to the North Midland Divisional
Telegraph Company RE (T) which had a detachment located in
Derby!

As always, no occasion would be fully complete without the
compulsory function to mark the end of the pr oceedings!
Thankfully, SSgt Jane Batchelor did the Sgn proud in pulling
together an excellent function. It was a fantastic evening with
attendance coming from past members of the Sqn both Regular
and Reserve. For me, the highlight was the interruption of my
final address by WO2 (RQMS) Tim Bishop , previously the SPSI).
The appearance of the ‘so called’ superhero added a light
heartedness to the evening.

| know that all that have served in the Sgn over the last few years
are extremely proud of what they have accomplished. They are
proud to have been part of an organisation delivering a capability
that could be relied upon. Personally, | wish all those members of
the Sqn, regardless of the Units and cap badges that they may

be with and wear a very sincere thank you for their hard work
during my tenure as Officer Commanding. To you all...’Certa
Cito'.

64 (CITY OF SHEFFIELD) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj K M Flanagan TD
SSM WO2 (SSM) T Grant

EXERCISE STEEL WARRIOR - by Sig Dawn Richardson

Shortly after our arrival at Beckingham Training Camp, for what
was to be my first military skills weekend with my Sqgn, we wer e
briefed on what the weekend would entail.

During muster parade Saturday we were split into three teams by
troop location, Sheffield, Leeds & Nottingham. I'm part of
Sheffield Tp and was to be working with Cpl Monk (sect comd),
Sig Dunker , Sig Smith & (borrowed from Nottingham Tp to even
out numbers) Sig Philips .

After a short tab into the area we arrived at our first meeting point
to carry out a Bowman refresher and a voice procedure exercise.
This utilized the previous two training weekends’ experience to
re-familiarize ourselves with the Bowman radio and practice
correct voice procedure. None of us, with the exception of Cpl
Monk, have completed Phase Il trade training so the hands on
practice was a good set up for trade camp in May .

Moving on to the next stand, a short tab later , our lesson was Fire
and Movement. Starting with Reaction to Ef fective Enemy Fire
and then moving on into fire & movement, we practiced
individually and in pairs.

e

Fire and Manoeuvre and Casualty Extraction
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We then progressed onto ‘peeling’ as a form of falling back
followed by casualty evacuation drills. Our training was then put
into practice when, as a team using all of the above, a couple of
smoke grenades for cover and plenty of rounds of ammunition we
attacked the enemy and evacuated a casualty.

After a well earned meal break we moved onto the final stand of
the day to practice judging distances, identifying tar gets and
issuing fire control orders. We were taught what factors af fect
judging distances along with aids to judgment. Using this
knowledge we were taught how to give firing or ders using the
pneumonic CLAP and GRIT. Everyone had a go at shouting a fire
control order and the rest of the team had to work out wher e to
fire. This was followed by a tab back to barracks to meet up for
the night navigation exercise.

That evening we took part in a navigation exercise. Our task was
to plot the location of 13 markers and answer the question
tagged to the maker. Points were given for locating each marker,
answering the question correctly and returning to base within the
allotted 90 minute deadline. We were given 10 minutes to plot
our route from a list of grid references given and set out with a
map, a compass and a Bowman radio. We managed to get most
of the markers and had to return to base as our time ran out.
Nottingham fared better than we did, but wer e late back after
some ‘tactical’ delaying measur es we adopted - keeping them
talking when we knew they were late!

Sunday morning, we did the medical scenario which started with
a clearance patrol. We came upon a scene where there were
multiple casualties. | had to attend to a shock victim, who
managed to give me the slip and | had to rely on Cpl Monk to
retrieve her. Sig Dunker and Sig Smith had a head trauma and
arm injury respectively to deal with. After we took contr ol of the
situation we were questioned by Cpl Bir ch and Sgt Pinchers on
how we worked our way thr ough the casualty drills booklet and
how we dealt with the situation along with some overall feedback.

Our final scenario involved patrolling into a village which was
under enemy control. We armed ourselves with plenty of
ammunition and had to work in pairs to move forwar ds and take
the area from the enemy. This was a culmination of everything
we learned the day before using firing drills and communicating
with each other when giving cover and moving forwar ds.

All'in all it was a good weekend and despite the bruises and
aching muscles everyone enjoyed the ex, which was a taster of
next month'’s gallop.

93 (EAST LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj R Fitzpatrick
SSM WO2 (SSM) S Hopkinson

DISBANDMENT P ARADE - 27 MARCH 2010
- by Sig JT Clegg

Emotions were mixed as members of 93 (EL) Sig Sgn assembled
for the last time at the historic Canterbury Str eet Barracks in
Blackburn. While the day was tinged with sadness at saying
farewell to the Sqn and to many good friends and colleagues who
were moving on to other things, ther e was a definite feeling of
pride that the Sqn was being honour ed by the Borough for forty
years of meritorious service.

This feeling of pride was heightened as the Sgn formed up and
sized off under the watchful eye of WO2 (SSM) Stuart

Hopkinson and rehearsed the parade format several times during
the morning. Humour was to be found in good-natur ed remarks
on the rusty drill of some Sgn members, and occasionally the

OC, Maj Robin Fitzpatrick , forgetting his lines, but things rapidly
took shape and everyone put their best ef fort into making the Sgn
look its best for the parade and inspection to follow .

The arrival of the Royal Corps of Signals Northern Band to
accompany the parade in high style was welcomed by those
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93 Sqgn Marching to Blackburn Town Hall

having a little more trouble with their drill, to the beat of the drum
everything became easier and as the Sgn marched through the
gates of the barracks behind the band and thr ough the streets of
Blackburn, hearts could not help but swell with pride.

Local people out for a quiet Satur day morning shop stood back
and watched, spontaneous applause and shouts of support
occasionally reached the marching troops over the band’s music
as the parade moved through the main shopping area of the town
and assembled before the Town Hall. The Sgn formed up in open
order and it was not long befor e the Mayor of Blackbur n with
Darwen came out of the Town Hall to address the Sgn and read
out the citation for the awar d of the Civic Medal to r ecognise the
Sqgn'’s service to the borough over the past forty years. Maj
Fitzpatrick accepted the award on behalf of the Sgn and invited
the Mayor to inspect the Sgqn. Maj Fitzpatrick then escorted the
Mayor as he inspected the front rank, taking time to speak to the
soldiers, before granting permission for the Sqn to mar ch off.

Even more local people watched as the Sqn again took position
behind the band and marched through the streets of the town to
applause and cheers, with the Mayor taking the salute as the
parade marched from the square. After the parade the Borough

The Mayor of Blackburn with Darwen Councillor James Hirst
chats to LCpl Sally Wrigley during inspection

Council hosted a reception for all ranks of the Sgn and their
family members and invited guests in the King Geor ge Hall,
providing an excellent meal and even free drinks for the soldiers —
a gesture much appreciated by all!

Further presentations were made at the reception. Maj
Fitzpatrick gave a short speech thanking the Mayor and Council
and others who had supported the Sgn during its forty years in
the Borough and gave a framed Scroll to the Mayor listing the
names of all active members of the Sqgn, from the OC to the
newest recruit. It was also announced that the awar d and
citation of the Civic Medal would be put on display in the
Blackburn museum for all former and current members of the
Sgn and their families and future generations to see.

Afterwards, all agreed that the day had been a success and a
fitting send off for the Sqgn, with even the weather helping to
ensure all went well. The officers and other ranks will be able to
look back on the event, and the years of service leading up to it
with well deserved pride as they move forwar d to new units or
future challenges in other walks of life.

We will remember our time with the Sqgn and with 38 Sig Regt as
time spent among friends.

&
39th (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS) \?
BRISTOL %

CcO Lt Col D Sharkey
RSM WO1(RSM) Lithgow

There has been a great deal of change in RHQ with both a new
CO and Adjt in post. Lt Col Sharkey finally took up post on the
8 March with Capt Sarah Goldsmith arriving two days later.
Capt Jules Corrin  has finally gone on maternity leave and we
look forward to welcoming her back in the New Y ear. We await
the return of the RAO, Maj Rick Lock and Regt 2IC, Maj Bill
Ruthven and hope they have a speedy recovery back to full
health.

EXERCISE LYNX GLACIER

The aim of Ex LYNX GLACIER was to give all members of the unit
an opportunity to lear n to alpine ski or for those already proficient
skiers the opportunity to hone in on their skills. The ex took place
in Zell and See, Austria.

The party totalled 8 novices and the negotiation for this gr oup
with the Gondola, carrying skis poles and balancing in ski boots
was a sight for sore eyes on the first day. One day learning the
snow plough appeared to be all the training that was r equired and
the group quickly moved onto t-bar and blue run. As you can
imagine the slope was a scene of skis, poles and people litter ed
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all around. By the end of the week however, the group had
managed to perfect their skills enough to achieve their Basic Ski
Proficiency. In the advanced group it was all about speed and
perfecting the carve. There were a number of aching limbs and
bruises from the numerous whiteouts but all in all the level of skill
greatly improved throughout!! Off the slopes Zell am See proved
to offer a number of eating and drinking establishments that
suited everyones taste resulting in a number of sore heads.

.'1‘ E

Lunch stop on the slopes
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All'in all, the ex was excellent fun and enjoyed by all. We are all
hoping a similar ex is run next year.

56 SIGNAL SQUADRON EASTBOURNE

oC Major K Francis
SSM WO2 G Windham

The new SPSI SSgt Mark Anderson is in the building and he is
hot on the case booking TA soldiers on courses. Hopefully, within
the year we will be able to self train for all the MATTS tests and
run our own ranges without having to bring in exter nal qualified
people.

Driver Training continues with further Land Rover WOLF
conversions and trailer tests for Det Commanders.
Congratulations to Cfm Matt Phillips and LCpl Eddie Boys on
passing their HGV tests. Several soldiers are currently away on
DITS courses and next on the list are PTI's and SAA instructors.
Our first soldiers are also booked onto the new PNCO cadr e to
be run by 2 Sig Bde.

A guest visit by the local NHS mobile team on a Tuesday night
led to a very amusing but serious presentation on STI's and in
particular chlamydia. A £5 gift voucher was mor e than enough to
tempt most of the Sqgn to a fr ee chlamydia test. We await the
results by sms to soldiers phones!

The Officers, Warrant Officers and regular staff attended the
Mayors charity ball in Eastbourne in early March. As well as
raising money, it is an ideal way for KAPE (Keep the Army in the
Public Eye). The Sgn continues to work with local ACF and CCF
units and also the sea cadet unit.

The Sgn is looking forward to the summer months and some
social events. The Sgn motorbike club will be up and running
with evening runs out along the Sussex coast very soon and a
Caribbean beach night party will be happening and open to all
ranks. The new Sqgn gym is nearly up and running too. Many
thanks go to the PSAO Capt Gary Jennion for “obtaining” the
equipment and setting it all up. We all look forward to the new
financial and training year and hopefully much less restrictions on
our training resources. We deploy on a 2 SE Bde CAST ina
couple of months and REEBOK training will be a priority.

57 (CITY AND COUNTY OF BRISTOL) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Capt S L Trevelion
SSM WQO2 (SSM) R Sharp

57 Sig Sqn has been ramping up for another busy year since the
last Wire report. The Sqn supported 43X on its CAST 13-14 Feb
10. Itis the first time that the Sgn has used the Regtl REEBOK in
anger and the soldiers worked hard to provide robust and reliable
comms to all ex players. Following on from a successful showing
on the CAST the soldiers attended another Bowman training
weekend in Blandford 26-28 Feb 10.

The Sgn is now looking forward to the Regtl Bowman Testex

and Sgn MATTs weekends in Apr, prior to the highlight of the
Sqn’s year, Ten Tors in May. The Regt 2IC, Maj Ruthven has now
had to step aside from covering as OC Sqgn, with Capt Trevelion
stepping into the br each until a permanent replacement is found.

EXERCISE BRUNEL BOWMAN - Cpl Cassie Downs

Ex BRUNEL BOWMAN was SSgt Cant’ s first weekend as our
new SPSI. Already he had made an impression on Cpl Hyde and
Cpl Jones who were DS on the weekend and had been promised
Chinese takeaway for tea. The weekend was designed to focus
on a mixture of using Bowman manpacks within a section and
tactical skills for our up and coming potential NCOs. Little did we
know that it was going to lead to Siggies tur ning into lighting
beacons in the night phase! Friday night consisted of or ders and
comms det prep and the issuing of section field kit. At 0430 the
next morning the DS were happily on their way to Caerwent
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training area to set up an OBUA and to seek out good section
attack ground for our unsuspecting tr oops. The Main Body
arrived just in time to catch some of the mor ning frost. 57 Sgn
moved into the FOB under the contr ol of their sect comds. The
rest of the morning was spent revising patrol formations,
withdrawals from contacts, and practising basic tactics and skills.

57 Sqgn mid section attack

The Sgn Hon Col and HM Lord Lieutenant of Bristol, Mrs Mary
Prior arrived to present Sgt Roger Theyer with his VRSM for
service spanning over 30 years, both in the Royal Signals as a
Regular soldier and then 5 LI and 39 Sig Regt as a TA soldier.
The Hon Col and her husband were treated to ORP lunch with the
troops and seemed to thor oughly enjoy their first experience of
boil in the bags! We continued in the afternoon with section
attack lessons and putting all the training into practise.

Command appointments wer e rotated around to ensure everyone
had their chance at playing a role. All of the juniors did well and
showed some true leadership potential in the unexpected Mar ch
heat. The weekend finished off with some night patr olling and
navigation followed by the classic TA Sunday morning platoon
attack. Overall the weekend was a success on all levels and the
main point was everyone was smiling, despite having just
extracted a casualty in a stretcher run and carried him back to
the FRV — well done guys.

93 (NORTH SOMERSET YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc Maj PJ Smith
SSM WO?2 (SSM) C Jones

Under the recent restructuring of 2 Sig Bde, the Sgn has of ficially
changed its title from Support Sgn to 93 (North Somerset
Yeomanry) Support Sgn on 1 April 2010. Within the Sgn we
welcome our first new member, Sig Steven Appleton who
successfully completed his TSC (B) on 26 March 2010. He is
now looking forwar d to qualifying as a Comms Sys Eng.

We also say farewell to WO2 (AQMS) Graham Peet who has
retired after 28 years TA Service, Sig Helen Ormer od who has
transferred to be a medic within 6 RIFLES and Sig Emmie
Perham who has decided to move to New Zealand; we wish
them all the very best for the future.

EXERCISE WESSEX DRAGON - by Cpl Ken McNally

All things considered it was a pretty good tur n out when the
parades were formed up at the TAC on Friday night. Our OC,
Maj Phil Smith was keen to have a general shake out weekend
to iron out gremlins, brush up on core skills, and generally get
people thinking on their feet. It promised to be a bit of a
challenge!
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The following morning we left Bristol in convoy to W ales. Once
settled, each department gave a delivery of lectur es in the field to
their fellow soldiers, as well as carrying out their own trade tasks
in real time.

The REME LAD under the supervision of Sgt Andy Gray gave a
demonstration of how to r ecover a Land Rover using the power
winch on the Foden ‘wrecker’. Cpl ‘Mo’ Morris  from the Power
Section gave a lesson on electrical safety in the field, and how to
set up and operate the LFG — if you could hear what he was
saying after starting the engine up! A presentation was given by
Cpl Ken McNally of the capabilities and equipment of the RAP,
explaining how life is preserved and recovery is much more likely
if your friendly CMT happens to be around when you're injured.

There were learning points all round and the weekend was hugely
enjoyed by everyone, which was promised by the OC, Maj Phil
Smith, at the start of the ex. Incidentally, the OC was strangely
absent on this freezing cold, sweaty part of the ex! He was
probably enjoying his warm cosy CP at the time.

40th SIGNAL REGIMENT GROUP

BLUE BERET AND DISBANDMENT P ARADE 20 MAR 10

The Combined Blue Beret and Disbandment Parade held at
Thiepval Barracks, Lisburn, was a bittersweet day for the of ficers
and soldiers of 40 (Ulster) Sig Regt (\Wblunteers). On one hand, a
sad goodbye was said as the last remaining R SIGNALS Regt in
Northern Ireland was disbanded. After mor e than forty years of
existence, the Ulster Signallers handed over their Caubeens and
Blackthorns to 32 Sig Regt, leaving 69 (North Irish Horse) Sig Sgn
as the foot in the Province supporting UK Operations. On the
other hand, the soldiers and officers of 152 (Ulster) Transport
Regt RLC (V), 591 Independent Fd Sgn RE (V) and several other
contributing units joined the Ulster Signallers on parade to mark
the completion of pr e-deployment training for Op TOSCA,
culminating in the switch of headdr ess to the distinctive UN blue
berets. After two long months of training in Magilligan, Norther n
Ireland, the parade was a day to celebrate as well as
commiserate as 40 Sig Regt Group prepares for six months in
Cyprus supporting the UN.

The SOInC(A) kindly ageed to take the salute, supported by
Brigadier V ickery , Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde, Brigadier Smyth-
Osbour ne, Comd 38 (Irish) Bde, Brigadier Beacom , Asst Comd
Theatre Troops and the Honorary Colonel, Lord Rogan of Lower
Iveagh. Adding to the occasion wer e the Band of the Royal Irish
Regiment and the guns of 206 Battery Royal Atrtillery (Volunteers).

The CO and Honorary Colonel inspect the parade
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SOInC(A)’'s Addr ess:

My Lord, fellow guests, soldiers and of ficers of 40 (Ulster) Sig
Regt past and present, members of 40 Sig Regt Group, ladies
and gentlemen.

First | should like to congratulate the Commanding Of ficer, the
personnel on parade and the excellent band for a fine tur nout,
good bearing and stirring music. Please join me in applauding
them. Thank you. Now | stand here with a strange mix of strong
emotions. | guess | may not be the only one to be feeling a
combination of sadness, pride, admiration and a touch of
excitement.

| am sad of course, because today we mark the disbandment of
40 (Ulster) Sig Regt. Who could not be sad on such an
occasion? This Regt was formed in June 1967 and has its roots
in 66 (Ulster) Sig Regt, 81 (Ulster) Sig Regt and 302 (107 Ulster
Infantry Brigade) Sig Sgn. This is, and always has been, a fine
Regt with an exceptionally strong sense of identity. Not only has
it served the nation with distinction, it has given our Corps colour
and interest and has furnished us with some memorable and
larger than life characters. 40 (Ulster) Sig Regt has enriched
many lives and we will be all the poorer for its passing. As a Regt
and as individuals you simply could not have tried any har der, nor
could you have achieved more. Whether you have been fighting
for communications, beating r ecruiting targets, winning shooting
trophies or just having a damn good party, you have set
standards that any Regt would be proud to reach. You can be
very proud of yourselves. | am certainly very proud of you.

You disband at a time when you are in many ways at the height
of your powers. | know that your r eputation, achievements and
unique Ulster character will be proudly carried forward by 69
(North Irish Horse) Sig Sqgn, and | look forward to seeing their
caubeens and blackthor ns around the Corps and to hearing tales
of their achievements and escapades.

Now of course your final act as a Regimental Group is to deploy
to Cyprus on Op TOSCA. To the 273 soldiers and officers who
are doing this — 200 on parade today — | say this; you have
earned huge admiration for volunteering to serve your nation in
this way at this time, and for the manner in which you have risen
to the challenge. As you depart for Cyprus, you can take gr eat
pride in the fact that you ar e providing the United Kingdom' s
largest single military contribution to the United Nations,
underwriting our permanent place among the five gr eat world
powers on the Security Council. And by volunteering for Op
TOSCA you are releasing an infantry battalion to fight in Souther n
Afghanistan.
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You will take your place on the Green Line alongside Regular
soldiers from many nations. You will discover that you ar e every
inch their equal. Although you will face some tough challenges,
you are well prepared to meet them. | mentioned that | was
excited. That is because you Ulster Signallers will bring
something unique to Op TOSCA. The conditions have been set
for a truly exceptional tour. You now have a chance to write your
own page in the history books, and many eyes will be upon you.
The way that you perform will play a part in shaping the
operational reputation of the whole of the Territorial Army and, at
this time of change, the very future of our Reservists. That is a
daunting but exciting pr ospect.

On behalf of the 11,000 serving soldiers and officers of the Royal
Corps of Signals | thank you and your families for your service
and sacrifice and wish you God speed. You are now ready to
wear your blue berets with pride. Ladies and gentlemen, please
join me in applauding these fine soldiers and of ficers and wishing
them every success.

o Fu
(L to R) Asst Comd Th Tps, SOInC(A) and Comd 2X inspect the
parade

THE ULSTERMEN HAVE ARRIVED

CcO Lt Col SJ McConnell
RSM WO1 (RSM) JE Kielty

40 Sig Regt Group (40SRG) assumed command of the United
Nations Roulement Regiment as part of the United Nations
Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) on 01 April 2010.
Arriving in sunny Nicosia, Cyprus, from rainy Magilligan, Northern
Ireland, the morale of the entire Regt was immediately raised

exponentially. Farewells to the blue and yellow of the RLC were
quickly bid and Ledra Palace is now awash with Jimmys and
Shamrocks...

40SRG is force generated from three Northern Irish TA units - 40
(Ulster) Sig Regt, 152 (Ulster) Tpt Regt RLC and 591 Independent
Fd Sgn RE. Along with individual volunteers from approximately
30 other units, soldiers from these units will patrol the ‘Green
Line’ around Nicosia for the next six months. This is only the
second ever deployment of a TA unit on Op TOSCA - the first
being 32 Sig Regt Group in 2008/09. Several of the soldiers have
already completed previous Op TOSCA tours and will bring with
them not only experience from this, but also an enormous
spectrum of skills gained in civilian employment - BT engineers,
radio producers, painters and decorators, the list goes on.
Furthermore, if anyone can understand and sympathize with the
‘Cyprus Problem’, it will be the Norther n Irish!

After two long months in Magilligan, first impr essions of Cyprus
and Ledra Palace are that it is better than expected. Essentially,
the food is good, the weather is excellent and lkea is close at
hand to make individual rooms look nicer! For some, it is the first
time away from home and a few adjustments have been required.
Sig ‘Taff’ Williams has now worked out the dif ference between a
washing machine and tumble dryer - you can’ t wash your clothes
; e ey in a tumble dryer... But
thanks to a hectic and
comprehensive pre-
deployment training package,
the HOTO of patrolling in the
| Buffer Zone has gone
smoothly, and with the
exception of a few scrapes
whilst personnel adjust to the
brakes on the mountain
bikes, the Ops (Sabre) Sgn is
now fully engaged with the
OPFOR in the ara. With the
final hurdle of the Force
Commander’s final inspection
looming at the end of April,
everyone is waiting to pass
this mark as the end of the
training phase. Once
passed, the Regt can then
start to make its truly Celtic
The R SIGNALS Flag is raised at mark on UNFICYP and
Ledra Palace beyond.
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71st (YEOMANR Y) SIGNAL REGIMENT leg
BEXLEYHEATH i

47 (MIDDLESEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj Mike Smith
SSM WQO2 (SSM) Marc Gilfrin

February has seen the Sgn enemetically seeking to improve it's
ability to communicate r egardless of whether the medium is
Airwave, Bowman or the ever elusive string and two paper cups.

Working towards the end of the training year and with the Regtl
aim to achieve I0C across all eqpt for all personnel, the Sgn
deployed on Ex Phoenix Gallop to Woolwich Barracks for a four
day ex. Whilst the majority of the Sgn headed out acr oss Central
London, the SHQ elements were situated in the LONDIST ALT
and for a first time a small Det of Bowman trained operators
provided a guard net.

LCpl Mark Bint was responsible for providing comms to the
extremely busy Ops room as they attempted to pr ovide ICS
coverage for a flooding London. He writes “It was my first time to
really see what officers do on exercise... | didn’t realise how
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complicated and how much work is involved to get a Det to

move. In the past | thought it was matter of getting the Det which
was most comfortably sited to move the gr eater distance but now
| understand that it's a lot more involved.”

LCpl Rosie Ewbank also was actively assisting on the Bowman
Det and she commented that “Although we've passed lots of
traffic during exercises on Dets, being part of the 71 (Y) Sig Regt
CP meant that we didn’t stop for thr ee days, but it was really
interesting to see and be part of the bigger pictur e”

Thanks to the diligence and the enthusiasm of the Sqgn tr oops,
the ex was successful and an all around level of confidence in
their ability to deliver ICS comms in a UK Ops role was the result.

PRESENTATION OF COBRA TROPHY TO WO2 DAVE
LAMBERT

WO2 David Lambert (45), has been honoured by the Greater
London Reserve Forces and Cadets Association (GL RFCA) by
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being awarded The Cobra Trophy and title of VVolunteer Reservist
of the Year.

WO2 Lambert , an engineer who works for BT Open Reach
specialising in installing and fixing phone lines to br oadband, has
been a member of the Territorial Army (TA) since 1985. He
received the award at the Association’s AGM and Awards
Ceremony held at Handel Street TA Centre in the City, in
recognition of his dedication and commitment to his T A unit - 47
Sig Sqgn, based in Uxbridge, who are part of 71 Sig Regt.

The Cobra Trophy is donated by Cobra Beer Limited. It consists
of a trophy which the recipient’s unit retains for a year and a
replica and generous cash prize which the winner keeps. The
award is given for outstanding achievements over the past 12
months which have not been recognised by any other awards.

For WO2 Lambert 2009 was a very busy year, taking on two very
demanding posts within the Sqn - Tp Comd of a satellite unit
based in High Wycombe, whilst still running the overall Sqn’ s
recruitment and training.

Lt Col Tim Allen , CO 71 (Yeomanry) Sig Regt, said, “Mr Lambert
has been solely responsible for running the Sgn’s recruiting and
recruit training which has brought in over 40 new r ecruits to the
Sqgn, a remarkable achievement. His performance has been
exemplary and the results speak for themselves. His infectious
enthusiasm, commitment and ability to ‘make it happen’ ar e an
inspiration to others. He is a very worthy recipient of the Cobra
Trophy and the title of Volunteer Reservist of the Year”.

The Sqn is rightly proud of WO2 Lambert’ s achievement and
congratulates him.

WQO?2 Lambert receiving the Cobra Trophy at the Association’s
AGM and Awards Ceremony held at Handel Street TA Centre

68 (ICCEY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj J A Evans
SSM WQO?2 (SSM) S P Healey

EXERCISE PHOENIX CHARGE - by LCpl ‘Jo’ Giles

All radio exs start on a Tuesday night, and practically a full tur n
out helped as we needed to prep as much as we could to
anticipate the likely requirements of the ex. We had six dets to
prep in two hours and so we split down into our usual
detachments and under the det comds, cracked on with the job.

Thursday morning was the ‘real’ start of the 4 day ex and as one
of the first in by 0800 | was ready to go, waiting in nervous
anticipation for the first tasking to come in fr om RHQ.

Very soon we were given the brief on our mission - “to deliver
effective and resilient ICS & IM support IOT enable the effective
C2 of mil FE deployed in support of civil authorities.” The
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scenario was that London had been experiencing heavy rainfall
over the past few weeks and 71 (Y) Sig Regt were being called
upon to enable blue light services to continue to operate in the
flooded city of London.

Whilst waiting for the detailed tasking to come thr ough several
items of concurr ent activity got underway, dog tags were issued
(much to most people’s delight), NOK details were logged and all
the vehicles that were likely to be called into action wer e first
paraded. Soon we were in a position where the dets were RTM.
All the while our numbers were growing as additional tr oops from
Lincolns Inn and Chelmsford Tp started arriving at Whipps X,
simulating the influx of troops likely to happen should we be
called upon for real.

Meanwhile, Cpl Parker had the kitchen up and running keeping
us all well fed and looked after with bacon, sausage and egg
rolls, tea and coffee.

The first call came in around early afternoon and involved
deployment of a CST det to Har efield Police Station IOT deliver
ICS capability to Harefield Police. As the day went on more tps
were allocated to dets, which wer e in turn given various
movement timescales. My call came in around 1830. | was to be
posted on the SRB det and was to RV with Sgt Long at RHQ
Ops Room ready for deployment to W oolwich Park. At the same
time Sig Ashton was to also head to RHQ Ops room with Sgt
Elliott on the other SRB det for deployment to Gr eenwich Park.

Fuel was signed for, grid references were noted and then we were
off. We finally arrived in our respective locations at around 2130.
Between the pair of us and the howling wind we started to get

the kit unpacked and work towar ds getting comms up and
running. The 12 x 12 went up, the generator was fired up, the
lights went on, and eventually the det was up and running
smoothly. We successfully established effective comms with the
other SRB and the AGV through the SRB and the ranger radios.

SITREPS & PERSREPS wee sent in and then it was time to get
into a det routine. | manned the radio whilst Sgt Long got his
head down until mor ning. Saved by solitaire on his laptop,
sweets and coffee | powered through my shift and then gratefully
handed over the radios back to Sgt Long .

I'd barely got an hour’s sleep when RHQ advised us that we were
on a 2 hour NTM. So, now it was just a waiting game. Eventually
we got the call at 1730 by which time we’d alr eady had our NTM
time reduced to 30 mins. So then it was a race against the clock
to pull the tent, mast and everything down, pack everything away
and get to our new location, the natur e reserve in Greenwich
Park.

We had until 2100 to re-establish comms in our new location, a
royal park enclosure which we shared with rather a lot of deer!
And this time we were sited alongside Sigs Grieg and Teslenko
who were manning the AGV. Second time around, and with
additional manpower, our set-up was slicker and comms wer e
established by 2030.

Moves are always the hardest bit, and with that over with we now
just had to ensure comms remained effective until our next move.
Again we established our det routine, got tea and cof fee on the
go, one of us manning the radios at all times and logging all
comms whilst the rest of us got some well needed kip. At 0130
on Saturday morning Sgt Long was relieved by Cpl Barr ett.

Normal routine continued then thr oughout the night and into
Saturday, whilst ensuring SITREPS and PERSREPS wee sent
every 6 hours. As this was the first time I'd deployed on the SRB
| spent much of my time on the Satur day going back through all
the kit with Cpl Barr ett ensuring | had a good grip on how it all
works, all the theory behind it so that | would be able to deploy
without any problems on any future exercises with the SRB
detachment. | learnt a lot and by the end of my time on the det |
was very comfortable with it all. | also felt the ex had given me a
good opportunity to brush up on my VP skills.
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At 1700, we received further Radio Orders, everyone was to be
RTM by 1900hrs and return to directed TACs. So, that was it, we
started our tear down and myself and Sig Greig returned to
Bexleyheath. | got myself a well needed shower and then a full 6
hours kip! Heaven! First thing Sunday morning, we deployed
back to Whipps X and started the tur naround.

What an ex! | leamt a lot, ate a lot, certainly didn’ t sleep a lot,
and played my part in a successful operation wher eby 71 (Y) Sig
Regt proved itself as being able to provide effective comms
support in London, should we ever be called upon to do it for
real.

265 (KCLY) SP Sgn

ocC Maj A A Chur ch
SSM WO2 (SSM) A D Keeble

February got off to a very cold start for the Sqgn as it deployed

with the rest of the Regt to Stanford Training Area (STANTA) on Ex
Phoenix Gallop 2. This was the first time the Sgn had deployed
assets in the field since last September and fortunately ther e was
limited skill fade as the soldiers knuckled down to the task in

hand. Despite fewer than expected soldiers on the gr ound,
everyone pulled double their weight as the 12 x 12 shelters flew
up, satellites locked in and vehicles wer e reversed into the
tightest of spaces. All this in the middle of the night in fr eezing
cold temperatures!

Despite this the mission was achieved and for the next 36 hours
the Sgn worked very hard maintaining the essential services to
the support the rest of the Regt. Once ENDEX was called, the
second half of the weekend was just about to start. Under the
watchful eye of the MWTO (V), WO2 Adam Twose , the Sqn made
a swift return home to begin work on pr eparing for the equipment
care inspection (ECI) which was due to take place the very next
day. The Sgn always enjoyed a challenge and this was to be no
exception. Working late into the evening, vehicles were serviced,
weapons cleaned and garages tidied. All the effort was
worthwhile as the Sqn passed with flying colours.

The following Tuesday saw the final visit to Bexleyheath TA
Centre for Brig Hargr eaves, 2 Sig Bde’s outgoing Commander.
Having spent most of the day with the r egular and NRPS soldiers,
the Brig caught up with the T A soldiers in the evening, discussing
everything from the high readiness reserve (HRR) trial to curent
deployments and even teeth! The evening ended with the Bde
Comd promoting WO2 ‘Chip’ Lewis . A very well deserved
promotion indeed and who, incidentally , has a gold tooth which
tied in quite nicely with the evening’s previous discussion.

No rest for the mighty 265 as Ex Phoenix Charge honed into view
at the end of the month. A 4 day UK Ops based ex ran fr om the
local TA Centres and training areas. With some soldiers
managing to wrestle their last remaining leave days out of the
current financial year from the civilian employers the Sqn was
able to deploy for the full four day ex. The realism was fully
understood as some soldiers joined and left the ex at various
intervals depending on how much time they wer e able to give.
LCpls Jon Mooor e and Wayne Ede deployed as a Bowman det
and conjured up some creative thinking to ensure they were able
to keep comms established due to the lack of r eal estate at the
location they found themselves in. It just goes to show you can’ t
keep a good signaller down! Elsewhere Sig Hill found himself as
the renaissance man of the ex, fulfilling all sort of roles from G4
stores to Ops Room signaller to Bowman operator on W oolwich
Common. He even managed to find time at ENDEX to visit both
Whipps Cross and Uxbridge TA Centres. If anyone knows his
current whereabouts would they be kind enough to r eturn him to
the SSM, 265 (KCLY) Sp Sqgn.

The final weekend of the trg year saw the Sqn deploy in mid
March to Napier Bks on Ex Phoenix Kestrel to catch up on their
MATTs and take part in sports competition with the r est of the
Regt. It also saw the last training activity for Sgt Mick Conn who
finally hung up his boots after 42 years service as both a regular
and TA soldier. A much loved character, Mick will be sadly
missed by everyone, especially the stories of his various tours to
Northern Ireland during the 1970s which kept us all entertained
when we needed it most. LCpls Carl Crane and Jim Sutton
took charge of the PT for the weekend under the watchful eye of
SSgt Rob Marshall ensuring that play was fair and scores were
accurate. A PFA on the Saturday evening was followed by a
“friendly” sports competition on the Sunday .
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Brig Hargreaves promotes WO?2 FofS (V) Lewis

NEWS FROM THE SQUADRONS

1 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND &
SIGNAL SQUADRON (215) il
TIDWORTH i{“i

ocC Maj MJ Morton
RSM WO1 (RSM) D Cartledge

INTRODUCTION

These last 2 months have seen the Sqn complete a INCO
Development Cadre, deploy into the field to support a major Bde
ex, conduct an adventur e training package and finally take some
well earned leave. We were also crowned 4 Div Minor Unit Cross
County Champions.
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Looking forward, we will shortly rebalance the Sgn. Two comms
HQ tps will become one. The second tp will consist of about 27
personnel nominated to backfill 216 (Para) Sig Sqn. They will be
Op HERRICK 13 focussed. The Sqn will drawdown the Armoured
Fleet and reduce vehicle holdings in the life support ar ea. This to
happen whilst we conduct a Boar d of Officers, deliver the
Welbeck Summer Camp and subsequently support the 16 (Air
Assault) Bde FTX. In the background sport continues and
preparation begins for Lanyard, Morrison Cup and the 4 Div
SAAM. Busy but all good!
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Congratulations go to Sgt George Callander upon his well
deserved selection for promotion.

Congratulations also go to WO1 (RSM) Watts on his
commissioning and entry to the Of ficers Mess. We hope you've
been fitted for your ‘Pantalon Rouge’ and Tweed Shooting Jacket
(complete with leatherette patches) and we trust you have
recovered from your delivery to THOM.

Finally, a warm welcome is extended to WO1 (RSM) Cartledge
who joins us on promotion from 3(UK) Division & Sig Regt.

EXERCISE JUNIOR DEVELOPER FEBRUARY - by Cpl Butler

Ex Junior Developer consisted of a three day development course
for INCOs of 215 Sig Sqn. It was aimed at developing cor e junior
leadership and management skills.

As with any course it started of f with a good old PFT around the
running track, followed by the fastest change parade in memory
since basic training. We arrived at the Sqn Training Wing for the
opening brief by the OC Sqgn, Maj Morton . After this we were
split down into syndicates with whom we would be working for
the following three days. We then followed with intr oducing
ourselves to each member of the syndicate with amusing
icebreakers then continued onto discussion gr oups to develop
our knowledge and opinions on ‘hot’ curr ent affairs topics.

On Thursday we researched various stories and presented our
findings to the rest of the course. We then received a very in-
depth and interesting presentation on Afghanistan from a
specialist advisory group to HQ Land which everyone found a
useful insight. That night was the JINCO dinner night hosted by
the WOs & Sgts Mess. This was designed to give members of
the Course and Sqgn an insight into the customs and pr otocols for
a formal dinner night. This involved certain members of the
Course carrying out duties such as Mr Vice (LCpl Bri Timmony )
who incidentally couldn’t hold his bladder until after the speeches
and consequently ended up crawling out on his hands and knees
to make an escape to the toilet! By this point in the course some
of the syndicate media presentations had been coming along
nicely except for one syndicate who ended up making last minute
videos at the dinner night, taking advantage of the slightly
inebriated members of the Mess by interviewing them!

Next day, Friday 19th, with plenty of people in a less than healthy
state, the final part of the course was to give our media
presentation on our chosen topics with people doing last minute
titivation, however all syndicates managed to pr oduce a decent
presentation.

This was a brilliant 3 days had by all members of the course who
learnt an incredible amount. Bring on the next challenge!

EXERCISE FIRST RUN - by Sig Brooks

Ex First Run was the annual PACEX deployment setup and
testing for the Bde Sig Sqn & HQ Staff. It began with the first two
days pacexing the vehicles and comms assets in camp and
testing connectivity between the vehicles prior to deploying to

Old Carter Barracks, in Bulford.

On the Wednesday morning we lined up in packet or der and
deployed to Old Carter Barracks establishing the Bde Main HQ
and its supporting assets. This involved a tp of 18 soldiers
setting up in excess of 15 tents. This included the Bde Main
tentage, briefing tents, cook tent and sleeps — no small task! In
the mean time the rest of the troop established the comms within
the complex and set up the much loved camouflage nets.

The following week Ex First Sustain started with the arrival of the
Bde Staff in the morning. They received a guided tour of the HQ
and were introduced to the scenario along with a familiarisation
on the 436 Bulldogs for the new members of the Staf f. During
this time they were being shown around by Cpl Dougie Douglas
who made the embarrassing gaff of dropping a Halon fire-
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extinguisher and launching it out of the drivers hatch, an example
of what not to do!

The main ex phase took 2 forms; one being 1 Mech Bde Staf f
carrying out their own C2 tasking, the other half taking the r ole of
HiCon to other Bde assets in the area. This also provided
excellent scope for members of the Sqgn to practice comms skills
and Landing Point Commander skills with multiple helicopters
flying in and around the area, with some members of the Sgn
getting a first time experience flying in a Merlin. One member
(Cpl Bar nstaple ) of the Helicopter Handling Team stood out from
the crowd by trying to radio check a passing RAF Tornado jet,
unfortunately they didn’t feel like talking to him!

All in all, this was a valuable ex for refreshing our field and
comms skills for all members of the Sgn.

SQUADRON ADVENTURE TRAINING - By Cpl Robinson

In the last 2 weeks of March the majority of the Sqn departed on
adventure training to Penhally near Tenby in South Wales. The
brief outlined a weeks worth of kayaking, hill walking and r ock
climbing; with the choice of a days paid activity . However the
brief did not mention the weather, which was wet and cold fr om
the moment we stepped of f the transport.

We were split down into gr oups for the dif ferent activities and
before long we were getting to grips with kayaking, although a
couple of unnamed individuals never really managed more than to
go round in a big circle and capsize. Due to bad weather the
rock climbing was at an indoor centr e in Swansea. This allowed
everyone to learn the correct techniques and practice without the
threat of being blown of f the rock face. After a one hour drive we
were all ready to scramble up the waiting wall which some found
easier than others but left everyone with sore arms and wrists.

Coasteering Survivors
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The hill walking was along the coastal path from Amroth to Tenby. The paid activity day was a choice between surfing on Newgale

As we started our walk the weather looked as though it would be beach or Coasteering which involved wearing a wetsuit and
good and we might have a dry and enjoyable day, taking in the moving along the coast by jumping into the sea. Both

sights along the way. However this was not to be and after the activities were enjoyed by all who took part and the week overall
halfway point the weather took a tur n for the worse and the rain was a well organised and successful adventurous training
began and continued right to the end. package.

4 MECHANIZED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND =
SIGNAL SQUADRON (204) i
CATTERICK ke

TASK FORCE HELMAND SIGNAL SQUADRON The pace of life in Afghanistan is hectic at times and with over
70% of the Sqn’s manpower spread across Helmand province,
OC TFH Sig Sgn Maj S Y Richar dson keeping abreast of everyone’s movements is a challenge but an
MOB LKG RSM WO1 (RSM) D MccCall important one. Op HERRICK 12 promises to be a very
challenging but also a very rewarding tour and will pr esent unique
After an excellent handover, 204 Sig Sqn took over formally from opportunities to a large portion of the Sgn.
261 Sig Sgn on 21 Mar 10, so had the pleasure of working with
11 Bde for a 3 week period. The temptation to change things to RECEPTION STAGING AND ONWARD INTEGRATION (RSOI)
the 4 Bde ways of working was overwhelming; however in the — CAMP BASTION - by LCpls Reynolds and Randall
interests of diplomacy, in the HQ all we did was clean desks and
put our possessions in the drawers and, along with Main Tp and After 6 months of sweat, tears, heartbr eak and training in the
the RLDs, tried to get on top of the amount of work pending or snow, we finally arrived at Camp Bastion and its 35 degr ees.
on going. Before moving on to Helmand, we are required to attend a 4 or 8
day acclimatization and training package to ensur e that we are
Our arrival has not been without incident. D&V is always rife right up to date with our drills and skills. Day 1 began at about
during the RiP with even Capt Ted Tedby and WO2 (YofS) Cox midday with 4 hours of Powerpoint which ar e a mandated
needing to be bedded down for a couple of days. In addition, requirement for all new arrivals in theatre. Over the next 6 days
Sigs Whitaker and Gaunt both had an unfortunate accident at the training was thrown at us thick and fast with early starts and
the Burn Pit but we are happy to report both are making a full late finishes; on alternate days we were expected to tab to the
recovery with no permanent scarring — a drastic way not to have training area, with ever increasing distances and weights in or der
to wear your beret for a few days chaps! to maximise our acclimatisation to this new working envir onment.
During the week we covered a wide range of theatre specific
TFH SIG SQN OPS TEAM - LKG topics that wer e of critical importance to everyone, r egardless of
rank or cap badge. The focus was very much on individual
SO3 J6 Capt Georgie Dunn soldiering skills. We covered: Counter IED drills; Vallon trg; Op
YofS WO?2 (YofS) Greg Cox BARMA; Op KALA; VP/VA drills; Grouping and zeroing; FOB
Fofs WO?2 (FofS) Pratap Ghale defence; Mounted and dismounted patr ols; Prisoner handling and
FofS(1S) WO?2 (FofS(1S)) lan McKenna First Aid which was at the for efront of it all.
T — & L —

The Sqgn ops team is now established within TFH HQ at Lashkar
Gah and has had to hit the ground running. The first task in hand
was to establish another RLD to work with 1 Royal W elsh who are
based in and around Nadir Ali district to the west of Helmand
province. After a little bit of juggling the lucky personnel wer e
nominated and were: Sgt “lovie” Darling , Cpls Blackbur n and
Reid and Sigs Neary, ‘Chewbacca’ W ookey, and ‘Skem’
Trenwith . This task was a short notice one but ther e have been
no complaints from the Battle Group so far, only from Main Tp
who have been left several men short in a taut shift patter n!

Capt Stuart Thomas trying to make out he is man enough for the
GPMG

On Day 8 we move back to the range but this time with lar ger
weapons. We were familiarised with the .5 in HMG and 40mm
GMG and had the opportunity to fir e them. Then we were treated
to a mortar and claymor e demonstration. The package was
delivered to an exceptional standard and all by soldiers coming to
the end of their deployments. W e took away real time drills with
hints and tips that are as up to date as they could be. It was a
real insight and gave many of us, especially those that of us who
had not deployed to Afghanistan befor e, a much firmer idea of
what to expect over the next 6 months. W e certainly enjoyed a
great deal of camaraderie which will only get str onger as the tour
goes on, however this was the last time that the Sqn would be all
together before everyone deployed to various parts of Helmand
Province. We have been deployed as ready as can be, we are
204 Sig Sqn en route to becoming TFH Sig Sgn well equipped and well prepared. Let's have it.
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LCpl Reynolds got to stay a bit longer in Camp Bastion, as it
was his job to teach everyone how to use the TacSat for those on
the eight day package. “The first few lessons | deliver ed were
enjoyable, but much like if you gor ge too much on your favourite
food, you can have too much of a good thing, | also had the joy
of a sore throat and a burnt nose. All in, | delivered the lesson for
six times a day, for six days and so | was chuffed to bits to see
Cpl Bur ns come my way to take over. "Treat ya self” | yelled as |
ran towards the departing helicopter as | knew he was doing the
TacSat lessons for the next 10 to 12 weeks”.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF MAIN TROOP
— LASHKAR GAH - by Capt Stuart Thomas

| thought being in Main Tp LKG would be safe and quiet - that
was until | arrived at the HQ to be faced with the Crypto Account
and the prospect of signing for hundr eds of Cryptographic and
Secret items and ensuring that they are accounted for correctly. |
am therefore learning on my feet, and trying fervently to
remember... well anything from the Crypto Accounting course |
attended in 2007. At the moment all | remember is that the
instructor had a Kevin Keegan esq 70’s perm, we nicknamed him
Pinky and whose bag we filled up with shr edded documents. |
am sure something else will come back to me!

On a more sensible note, the time the Tp spent on pre-
deployment training is bearing its well pr epared fruit. The
Operators are well versed monitoring the comms nets fr om the
deployed BGs and are split into three shifts as we man the radios
24 hours a day. Cpl Wendy Cunington is the day shift
commander; Cpl Dene Clarke takes the evening, whilst Cpl
Steven Ir eson commands the night shift. Cpl Chris Hanley has
taken on the stores account and has been carefully sifting
through all the equipment to find out what works and what does
not, often found hiding away in an ISO container so that he does
not expose his sensitive skin to the sun.

LCpl Dave Bellwood has finally arrived in location and will
deploy shortly as the Bde Comds driver, but currently he is happy
to have afternoon ice creams with a certain LCpl Nat Docherty .
We have also had some left field tasks come our way, like when
the face of the Sqgn, LCpl Bir d was chosen to star in a video on
how not to interact with the pr ess. We have managed to fit some
PT into our busy schedule, with Sig Mat Inns hitting the

weights on Op MASSIVE. Moreover, we have also started a
regular volleyball game, but have some improving to do,
particularly Sig Faye Tanner who hit herself in the face with her
first touch.

The technicians have been busy beavering away with their
soldering irons, especially LCpl Andy Banks who has been fixing
a multitude of faults from armoured coax cables to the field
phones in the sangers. Furthermore, the Information Systems
geeks aka Sgt Steve Austin, Cpl Becky Peters and LCpl Scott
Pountney have been keeping to the shadows and have got
square eyes as they squint at computers deep into the night.
They have also been responsible for arranging the set up of VTC
calls, and Adobe Connect confer ences which are held over the
computer network. The IS Engs and Techs do a lot of dual trading
due to the workload, so everyone has a hand in each others
trade. Most days they are working ‘of f the cuff’ with fast ball jobs
which can come thick and fast, often fr om the FofS (IS) W02 lan
Mckenna, whom Sgt Tommy Durbridge and his gang mostly try
and avoid.

Everyone in the Tp takes it in turns to ‘Stag on’ England Sanger
which is normally a 2 hour stag, and the entertainment is

provided by the locals playing football or cricket. The Sigs ar e
also taking it in turns to aid the SQMS, SSgt Jase Hodgkinson
and Sgt Stella Garside . So far Sigs Chris Boulton and Dan
Williams have found themselves humping and dumping kit of f the
incoming helicopters, soon they will be able to join Op MASSIVE.

Finally, and more importantly, we support the HQ Staff to ensure
that they can plan and execute the multitude of operations
throughout Helmand Province.
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OPERATIONAL CO-ORDINATION CENTRE PROVINCIAL
(OCC-P) — LKG - by Sig Morris

After arriving in Afghanistan, | was expecting to work in the Bde
HQ as part of Main Tp; however | got thrown a curve ball and
found out that ther e was a detachment post that needed to be
filled at the OCC-P. At this point | had no idea what | would be
doing, just that | would be working alongside the Afghan National
Police (ANP) in an Ops Room in the ara of Lashkar Gah. | am
now a couple of weeks into my detachment and can r eport that
the OCC-P is the National Police Headquarters for Helmand
Province. As part of ISAF, it is our role is to work alongside and
mentor the ANP with their planning and co-or dination of joint
Afghan National Security Force (ANSF) operations. Thele are
over 100 Afghan police in location and just last week the first ever
course of women officers completed ther e training. There are
only 5 British Forces personnel here and most importantly, no
chefl It was my turn to cook the other night, which | rar ely do in
the UK and suffice to say it took a lot longer than | expected,
although I had no complaints, so it couldn’ t have been too bad.

My role within the Ops Room is to monitor the voice nets wher e |
receive intelligence from the ANP, Afghan National Army (ANA),
National Directorate of Security (NDS) and an assortment of other
agencies from Afghanistan, the US, the UK and even some pretty
shady sounding civilian ones. | then process and pass on the
information and intelligence to the Bde HQ and whoever else it
might benefit. Even though | have only been here for a short
time, it is clear to me that the work we'r e doing here at the OCC-
P is vital.

Sig Morris with the ANP

LIFE IN THE QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT — LKG
- by LCpl Toni McCourt

After a busy few months of kit issues and a lot of har d work from
everyone Maj (QM) Hatton , WO2 (RQMS) Kev East, Sgt
“Bradders” Bradbury and | arrived in Lashkar Gar to begin the
takeover proceedings; Sgt Bradbury casting a careful eye over
each account hoping ther e were no drastic deficiencies. With the
department up and running (and extremely busy) let the Tour
begin!

A few days later the next flight arrived and with it LCpl “Bobby”
Sands, who seemed to have read a different mounting instruction
to the rest of us. His idea of Op HERRICK was a combination of
Op BRONZE and MASSIVE. Finally with the arrival of LSgt
Cochrane (Coldstream Guards) and Sgt Renton (Scots Guards)
providing us daily entertainment, the QMs department is open for
business. And I'm sure we'll get busier as it gets hotter.

FORWARD REPAIR TEAM (FRT) - by Sgt Andy Widdup
In mid-March we took over the FRT workshops from the guys of

11 Lt Bde and soon realised it was going to be a busy six
months! As the FRT is responsible for the first-line radio
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equipment repairs in all of Helmand Province, the Battle Group
Signals reps quickly became familiar faces within the workshop.

To date two of the FRT teams have deployed to different patrol
bases providing first line support to the tr oops on the ground, as
well as repairing veh comms fits back in Camp Bastion. As we
settle in, the team are beginning to look for other ways to speed
up the passage of time with the first task cr eating a make shift
gym with hopefully a volleyball court to follow .

POWER MANAGEMENT TEAM (PMT) - by Sig Kev Chick

The PMT is a new initiative with a mix of R SIGNALS Electricians,
a Royal Engineer fitter and Electrician, plus a REME mechanic.
We are charged with — you guessed it — the management of
power around the AO. Our first job was to fix several 2KW
Lightweight Field Generators and also conduct maintenance on 9
Field Electrical Power Distribution System generators which had
faults the like of which we've never seen.

IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TEAM (IRT) - by Cpl Carl Vickers

After a quick 2 day handover/takeover Cpl Dave Smart and |
assumed responsibility as the MERT radio operators. We had to
learn the ways of the MERT quickly as we were expected to be
up to speed straight away. Each day is filled with many and
different tasks forcing us to put our skills to the test. The MERT
team consists of a Doctor, 2 Paramedics, a Nurse and the Force
Protection team from the RAF Regt. We have integrated brilliantly
thanks to the help and pr ofessionalism of the rest of the team.
The atmosphere is focused but relaxed; our 6 week rotation here
is bound to disappear befor e we realise its begun and we will be
back in the HQ before we know it.

COMBINED FORCE SANGIN (FORMERLY BATTLEGROUP
NORTH) - by Sgt Jez Skelhomn

CF SGN RLD have now fully deployed to their various locations
and have been established for 2 weeks. For the first month of
this tour we will be working with 3 Rifles BG in the FOBs and
PBs until the 40 Cdo Bde RM BG RiP in and we all move to
FOB Jackson for the remainder of the tour. The first few days
have been a steep learning curve for the guys and many of them
have had to learn new equipments on the job, none mor e than
LCpl Steve Burton and Sig Nic Chapman who within hours of
arriving at FOB Wishtan were operating a new ISTAR ground
monitoring station. Cpl Jim W alker and Sig Shakey Kayll

have been enjoying the beautiful views at Kajaki, when they
haven'’t been busy engineering the comms systems in their
location. LCpl Russ Nimmo and LCpl Ross Wilson have had
little time to themselves in FOB Inkerman - whilst not on shift
they have been working on the Mastiff vehicles fitting ECM and
other maintenance within the FOB. Cpl Lenny Lock and Sig
Damo Burr ell have also had a busy time as their handover to 40
Cdo has already begun and they will be relocating in the near
future.

Back in Camp Bastion Cpl Dave Williams has been clearing a
backlog of br oken equipment and is now on top of everything
after a busy first couple of weeks. LCpl Dylan Randall is due to
be the first of our RLD to go to FOB Jackson in the next couple
of days, and will be reporting back in pr eparation for the rest of
us arriving in Mid-April with the main body of 40 Cdo. | have
had the task of coordinating all the movements, planning the
handover to 40 Cdo and maintaining the equipment accounts
until | move to FOB Jackson.

This week the guys have started to receive mail and parcels from
home, the lift in morale is palpable and anything, no matter

how big or small is always well received. Please keep them
coming.

COMBINED FORCE NAD E ALI - by Sgt Del Jackson

Over the last 14 days at FOB Shawquat the RLD have been
reasonably flat out maintaining the comms within our AO. This
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requires us to be both reactionary and to anticipate pr oblems and
plan for every eventuality. | have concerned myself with all of this
and the welfare of the rest of the RLD, ensuring they get a
smooth tour. Our CS Engr Cpl Ade Smith has found that life on
the bayonets edge isn’t that interesting for techs; his only tech
job thus far being a coax head repair. He has however brushed
up his skills as a Guard 2IC. He will move back to Bastion to
become part of the FRT where his trade will be put to pr oper use
in the aid of the ECM SNCO. Cpl Gaz Parham has moved left,
right and centre; arriving at the FOB to be told he is moving
immediately to Anzio Coy 1 Lancs (No 2 Coy Gren Guards). His
first task, to inventory the company’ s equipment holdings befor e
going on 12 on 12 off radio shifts. After a short tenure with Anzio
Coy Cpl Parham will move back to Bastion to await the arrival of
the Coy he trained with prior to deployment.

LCpl Ben Gallagher was initially deployed to a PB in order to
provide continuity during the RiP but soon r eturned to FOB
Shawquat to await the arrival of the 1 Lancs Recce Pl. He takes
pride in the fact that he will be their only Signaller during the tour ,
a hard won accolade during the months of pr e deployment
training. It is testament to his abilities both in trade and as a
soldier. LCpl Dave Wingate arrived at FOB Shawquat about a
week ago and was instantly put to work helping me deal with the
problems in our AO, with the arrival of Burma Coy he moved on
as their Coy Signaller. Sig John Coombes has been deployed
with Corunna Coy in PB Samsor and we have received good
reports of his work with them. Sig Mat Moor es who was initially
selected to work in BG Ops has now r edeployed with Anzio Coy.
Upon arriving at the FOB Sig John Ryans has been working in
BG Ops, not an environment he trained for but he is performing
well none the less. In a few short days though he will regain the
role he played in training as the Comd TAC Operator. Sig Gareth
Middlecoate , a late and unexpected addition to the RLD has had
little chance to catch his br eath since arriving. He has cut his
teeth with BG Ops and will redeploy with Cpl Parham and
Somme Coy when they arrive late in April.

COMBINED FORCE NAR E SARAJ (NOR TH)
- by Sgt McGillivray-Jones

Sgt Danny McGillivray-Jones  and his team are now fully
embedded with the Danes in NES(N). He is planning Patrols,
Combat Logistic Patrols and Crypto resupplies with the RSO and
trying to ensure the AO has a secure communications link. Cpl
Emma Douglas is IC Shift in the TOC and holding the crypto
account, with Cpl Darral Jukes deployed with the Comd. Sig
David Grout is with Sig Dan McAr eavey providing
communications for B Coy 3 Rifles whilst Sigs Curtis Jackson
and Bradley Jacques are out and about with A Coy. Sigs Ben
Woodwar d and Nat Wynn have been busy on CLPs whilst Cpl
Andy Higgins is in BUDWAN with Sig Ben Forbes — we really are
spread to the four winds.

OPERATIONAL MENTORING & LIAISON TEAM (OML T) RLD
- by Sgt Pennock

LCpl Bradley is being employed on CO’s TAC and when not out
on detail is continuing to hone his language skills with both

British and local interpr eters, who are very impressed with his
high standards. Capt Grant Winkles a nd Sgt Matt Hulbert have
both completed their r espective HOTOs and are fully in their
mentoring roles in the CSS OMLT. Capt Winkles took the Bn for
PT and will now be banned from doing this in the futur e due to
his giraffe size legs and eagerness to impress.

We are feeling very lucky as HRH The Prince of Wales came to
visit us during our first week, a real morale boost to the 11X guys
and something to write home about for us.

VIKING GROUP - by Cpl Philips

Initially deployed with RTR Sig Turner and | are currently carrying
out ops room shifts and maintaining comms for the vehicles. W e
have been out and about quite a lot and Sig Turner has been
practising his detention skills!!
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7 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (207)
BERGEN - HOHNE
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ocC Maj A Gr eenfield
RSM WO1 (RSM) P Greenwood

A new year is upon the Sgn and with it comes new challenges.
Since arriving back from Christmas leave the Sgns main focus
has been to prepare for CT1 and CT2 level exercises at the
beginning of March immediately followed by deployment down to
Sennelager Training Centre for an ST 2 level exercise and Bde
CAST. The frantic pace of life in a Bde Sig Sqn means that the
troops have also had much more to contend with than just
preparing for the above. We have guy’s deploying to Canada at
the beginning of April for Prairie Thunder 1 & 2 and guy’s heading
over to Salisbury Plain for Druids Dance and Wessex Warrior.

EXERCISE SKILLED RAT

Ex Skilled Rat was a tp level CT1 trg ex for both Alpha & Bravo
Tp. For many guys in the tps this was their first ex with the Sgn
and indeed with the Army outside of training so it was a good
test for the Tp Comd'’s to see exactly where they stood with
regards the skills and drills of the soldiers.

Alpha Tp established the Main armoured HQ on the tank park
opposite their garages using new DRASH tentage for the first few
days which gave them an opportunity to initialise their vehicles
while Bravo Tp, the wheeled tp, deployed straight into the
Bergen-Hohne training area. During the course of the week both
Tps moved around the area practising and enhancing their drills
and establishing their SOI's. When in location for any length of
time a round robin of lessons within both main and forwar d HQs
would take place so that each soldier knew exactly what each
element within both HQs did and how they did it. By the end of
the week the troops were a lot more confident in their abilities
and were more than ready for the OCs Sgn Level Ex Armadillo
Rat taking place the following week.

EXERCISE ARMADILLO RAT

Arriving back into camp on the Friday both Tps quickly tur ned
around their vehicles ready for deployment out to the ar ea again
on Monday on the OC’s CT 2 ex. All packed up and ready to go
Alpha Tp departed at approx 1000hrs from camp while Bravo Tp
headed down to SHQ where they established comms from the
Ops room while the remainder of the detachments lined up in
packets waiting the order to go. For some though the wait was
just too long and so they had to get their heads down.

By the end of the week each tp had been put thr ough its paces
on the training area. Although exhausted by the end of it the tps
knew they had performed well and wer e ready for the move down
to STC for ST2 and Bde CAST.

While the A Fleet was low loaded down to STC the B Fleet from
Bravo Tp and Ech moved down in packets on the Thursday
afternoon so that they would be well r ested and ready to put up
the Main HQ complex first thing Friday mor ning. Snow was still
on the ground so the first task for the tps was to clear it away
before placing down the flooring outline for the DRASH Complex.
Because the complex was growing in size it was yet to be seen if
it would be possible to cam it up ef fectively, however under the
expert direction of SSgt Mac McMullen and several rolls of cam
string the troops managed to put together the biggest camnet
you had ever seen. This was duely raised with the actual DRASH
HQ then built underneath it. After 2 days of hard graft the HQ
complex along with Diamond 10 and the short, long and VIP car
parks were finally completed. All that remained was to finish off
the razor wire defence stores and await the arrival of the staff on
the Sunday afternoon just to be told ‘No, | don’ t like that, change
it all now’. Thankfully that never happened however they still did
ask for the world, you know staf f, they never have enough.

A cold Cpl Jones waiting to fill up prior to moving to his next
location
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Lt Wall checking the length of the flooring while the Ops Officer
and Lt Pierson (shovel in hand) look on
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Birds eye view of an almost completed ‘Div’ sorry Bde Main HQ

In between finishing ST2 and starting CAST the Sqgn played a
Royal Signals Cup football match against 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig
Sgn (200) on Saturday 20th March at Bad Lippspringe. Both
teams fielded well and at times it resembled a rugby game more
than football game. In the end 7 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (207)
fought through to win the game 1-0. It was a closely fought
game and by the end of it both teams wer e exhausted and just
wanted to get to the bar to celebrate with a few well ear ned
drinks. It must be noted that 7 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn was
royally hosted by 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqgn in their Sqn bar for
which we thank them and hope we can r eturn the favour one day.

The Winning Team
HELLO'S AND GOODBYE'S

The Sqgn says farewell to the following on posting and wishes all
of them good luck for the futur e WO2 (RQMS) Kielty , LCpls
Sarah Smyth , ‘Shezza’ Stevenson , and Rich Sorby , Sigs
Burnham, ‘Taff’ Hopkins , Holden and Reid. We also welcome
Cpls Brown, Cocozza , Unsworth and Rai, LCpls Kolikata and
Cailleau and Sig Huggins .

11 LIGHT BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS Lovg
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (261) \3’
ALDERSHOT

ocC Maj IR Hargr eaves
RSM WO1 (RSM) Ingham

After a hugely successful tour, the RLDs and a variety of the Bde
Sig Sgn elements give their view of Op HERRICK 11.

LIFE AS A SIGNALLLER IN FOB WISHT AN - by Sig Britton

For the duration of Op HERRICK 11 | have been working with B
Coy 1 Scots as part of 3 Rifles Battle Group. This was my first
taste of life on Operations as | had only left Blandfor d in March
20009; | didn’t expect to find myself on a flight to Afghanistan so
soon. The Pre-Deployment training was quite intense and | found
the pace of life within 11 Lt Bde Sig Sqn to be very challenging.
There where a number of exercises with both the Sgn and the
BG. It was on the MRX where | found out | was to work with the
Jocks in the Sangin Area of Operations at FOB Wishtan. | had
never even heard of the place before then.

After completing my RSOI in Camp Bastion | was flown out to my
FOB. It was dark when we landed and | was very disorientated at
first but after the Sea King took of f | slowly got my bearings and
was welcomed by C Coy 2 Rifles

| had arrived in theatre about a month before my Coy and worked
with the BGs sister Bn, 2 Rifles. To say they’d had a hard summer
would be an understatement and as | had heard first hand the
stories of life within the FOB | felt a little appr ehensive. However
it didn’t take me long to settle into my new surr oundings and by
the time the Scots tur ned up | was well into the flow of things and
very situational aware. It was a fairly new FOB with very basic
facilities and we had to make a lot of impr ovements, including
building a new cookhouse. Showers wher e taken from a bag
strung up on a beam with water heated in a ‘puf fing billy’.

My job was to provide the Coy with a Rear Link and assist with

all things Comms related as | was seen as the subject matter
expert. At first | found it hard as they clearly had strong Scottish
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accents but now | have a good grasp of 'Jockaneese’. The
banter between us was good as I've a strong West Country
accent.

For a first tour it was not what | expected, such as some of the
standards of living, which are different to any exercise I've done
in the UK. As a result of this tour | believe that | have grown as a
signaller and a person. With the help of my RSDC | have gained
a good knowledge of a wide range of comms equipment. | have
learnt not to take for granted the small things such as a hot
shower and fresh food. | have also grown in maturity through my
experiences.

Sig Britton on stag

COMBINED FORCE LASHKAR GAH & ANP MENTORING HQ

Sgt Smith ’s role changed during this tour. Leaving the OMLT
Comd position behind, he became the ANP’ s first J6 mentor. The
difficulties of the job became appar ent early on. These ranged
from mentoring an ANP Lt Col as a Sgt, which is almost not a
rank in their organisation, to having to find an interpr eter that
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could “talk” comms. However , the positives did vastly outweigh
the negatives.

Working with Lt Col Zahir always proved to be a pleasure. A
quiet and intelligent man in his late 40’s, he had spent most of his
life working with the ANP. He knew much, but had received little
in the way of support over the years. Once given the support he
required, the ANP CIS infrastructure started to change quickly in
Helmand. Over the next few months all the Police Districts in
Helmand will be able to communicate with the Pr ovisional HQ.
This will greatly improve their ability for C2.

LCpl Potts spent Herrick 11 on the VIXEN TAC Group. His roles
were many and varied; Signaller, ECM expert, Top Cover and
Interpreter. The language skills leamt on his 6 month pre
deployment language course were used on many occasions,
especially when a ‘Terp’ was not present.

On one particular vehicle patrol to an ANP checkpoint, the Vixen
group was stopped on r oute by ANP police officer. When LCpl
Potts looked into the back of the ranger, he found a 60kg HME
device with the detonator and initiator still attached. After a self
confessed ‘brief flap’ he took a few steps back, sent the r eport
and started a 4C’s operation. Once the EOD team arrived they let
LCpl Potts detonate the device. Blowing this enormous device
was the highlight of his tour.

LCpl Potts and ANSF colleague

OPERATIONAL CO-ORDINA TION CENTRE DISTRICT (OCC-D)
GERESHK - by Sig McNamee

| spent my tour working at Operational Co-Or dination Centre
District in Gereshk, working alongside the ANP and also the ANA.
My tasks ranged from liaising with all ranks of the ANSF forces to
assisting the J6 co-or dination of joint operations.

A Joint HQ was created combining elements of British, American,
ANP and ANA forces. | provided the CIS know-how to integrate
the various multi-national communication systems, allowing the
HQ to function corr ectly.

INTERIM HELMAND POLICE TRAINING CENTRE
- by Sigs Day and Duckron

The iIHPTC (interim Helmand Police Training Centre) Ops room
has been staffed by Sigs Day and Duckr on. Sig Duckr on has
spent most of his time running the Ops r oom with Sig Day
providing mostly mentoring support to the new police of ficers.

The most interesting day they had was when a 450 man riot
started in the location. What started out as a disagr eement
between 2 police officers soon turned into a much bigger
incident. The ISAF troops dealt with the situation in a very
professional manner and it was soon stopped.
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DANISH BATTLE GROUP REAR LINK DETACHMENT
- by Sig ‘Daisy’ May

Every member of the RLD has had his part to play during the tour
and every member of the RLD maintained the utmost level of
professionalism throughout. This ensured a successful tour for all
members of the detachment Every member of DANBAT was
tested to the maximum whether it is pr oviding secure
communications for our adopted Danish call signs out on foot
patrols in the Green Zone, deployed with the Danish tanks or in
the Tactical Operations Cell (TOC) playing our role within the
extremely busy Ops room. The operators in the TOC played a
vital role in the quick evacuation of injured persons within our AO
with the minimum of fuss and confusion.

During our time in MOB Price we had seen a lot of changes to
the place. It had doubled in size due to the US Marines arrival in
order to secure the Main Supply Route from Bastion to Price and
beyond. Also the arrival of the Danish PX and the Danish YMCA
and the now infamous “Ruth”, the Danish YMCA lady that
enjoyed forcing coffee down our necks at an alarming rate!

With the tour coming to an end, the RLD wer e unable to rest on
their laurels. We had most of our guys deployed out to various
PBs as part of a large operation. This led to last minute planning
to try and get relief in place from 4 Bde in order to extract our
guys ready for the move back to Bastion and home. Although
the tour seemed non-stop for the RLD, everyone has enjoyed
themselves as much as possible in a role that has had the added
challenge of a language barrier. This did not hinder us too much
and we would all happily re-deploy with the Danes at the dr op of
a hat.

IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TEAM (IRT) - by LCpl Stell

For the duration of Op HERRICK 11, 2 CS operators from 261 Sig
Sgn have been attached to the Medical Emergency Response
Team (MERT). Based in Camp Bastion, Helmand province our
primary role has been to provide communications support to the
MERT, to the IRT force protection provided by the RAF Regt and
when requested and deemed necessary, to ground call signs. As
this is more of a worst case scenario role, we have found
ourselves assisting the medics with tr eating the casualties on
board the CH-47 Chinook. We have also on occasion, had to
provide assistance to the FP with their duties of pr otecting the
helicopter when the situation demands it.

Now that our operational tour has come to an end and we ar e
now able to reflect on the events that have come to pass. Only
now on reflection do we truly appr eciate what an amazing
opportunity we've had to work in such a high pr ofile job with

such a universally respected organisation such as the MERT. The
events that we have witnessed and the experience we have
gained by working with the MER T have being invaluable and
grants us the hindsight to look back with pride and admiration.

We wish 204 Sig Sqgn all the best for their tour, and hope they all
return home safely.

SUPPORT TROOP — LASHKAR GAH

We finally landed at Lashkar Gah in early Sept 2009. It was and
has been full on since then. Over the next weeks and months we
realised that our job was the most diversified we would ever
have. The jobs varied from HLS staff to baggage handlers, air
traffic controllers, medics, stretcher bearers, body repatriation,
brew bitches, cleaners, receptionists, check in personnel, litter
pickers, camp fork truck drivers, guides; the list is endless.

During our tenure here we have worked some 18 - 20hr days and
in some cases having a flight in every half hour of those 20hr
days! The amount of flights can vary from a steady day to manic
with flights stacked up on top of each other waiting to get in.

The personnel coming into this location also varied fr om high
ranking officers, Gen McChrystal , COMISAF to high ranking MPs
(The Prime Minister, Secretary of Defence, Secretary of State) to
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support Bowman data using HCDR ar ound
Helmand Province.

Cpl Haddr ell has been busy jumping on and of f
helicopters delivering various items of crypto
around Helmand, albeit coming of f the aircraft a
few times looking a bit gr een around the gills and
cursing the RAF and Navy pilots. At the other end
of spectrum Sgt Roberts has braved a couple of
road moves around Helmand visiting deployed
elements of the Sgn to give crypto advice. Mean
while SSgt (YofS) Page deployed to Sangin DC for
a couple of days and enjoyed a leisurely but cold
swim in the Helmand River.

QMs, MT, LAD and HLS

everyday frequent fliers. Over the coming months the job would
test our people skills as well as our will to get the job done, no
matter how many hours we had been awake.

September 7th 2009 saw 261 Sig Sqgn take over the MT, headed
up by Sgt Mark Coates . He got stuck in straight away with
servicing and inspections and generally keeping the vehicles r oad
worthy. When LCpl ‘Tex’ Raratabu turned up the MT was
running smoothly with what was a rather busy period and the RiP
in full swing. Cpl Paul lles then took over the MT as head of the
department now that Sgt Coates was coming to the end of a
rather illustrious career and was heading back to the UK and his
resettlement. Mid October saw Cpl Danny Rees arrive at the MT
after starting his tour in the QMs Department. Cpl Rees brought
all his morale with him from the QMs and was able to fit in
straight away, quickly getting to grips with the day to day job of
being the department clown, whilst working extr emely hard on
the shop floor with Cpl lles .

SSgt Sherlock and Cpl ‘Butch’ Butcher deployed happily on Op
Herrick 11 preparing to spend the next six and a half months
working together in the SQMS Dept on Lashkar Gah MOB. If
only they knew what was ahead. We set about our task with
vigour running the SQMS in our own way, trying to keep our
heads above water. Eventually we moved the SQMS office and
our own accommodation to a portacabin at the HLS (Br oke Back
ISO) to create more accommodation and make allocation of bed
spaces for new arrivals easier. Despite the smell of the sewer
and being shot by two flar es from a passing Osprey helicopter
the SQMS Dept coped well. We dealt with the challenges as they
came.

The LAD over the last 6 months have been responsible for 3
companies worth of weapons and vehicles, as well as the various
OMLT teams that have passed through the MOB, making for a
very busy tour. As well as establishing ourselves as an
exceptionally hard working body of men, we ar e also the
undefeated volleyball team on camp dominating every team
we've played with the exception of the 261 Sig Sqn QMs
department who have bottled out of every challenge so far .

Op HERRICK 11 has been a busy tour for the QMs department.
Even towards the end of tour it has not quietened down due to
LS| and Board of officers, but with huge achievements with the
ever increasing pressures put on Lashkar Gah MOB.

TASK FORCE HELMAND DISTRIBUTION AGENCY (TFH DA)

It has been an extremely hectic 6 months for the merry band of
men and women of the TFH DA. The highlight of the tour has
been the delivery of two tonnes of radios. This proved to be an
emotional experience unpacking and ledgering over 300 sets in
the late summer heat of Afghanistan.

From an Operational perspective the whole team has been busy
with the preparation for Op MOSHTARAK. Sgt Clair e Roberts
and Cpl ‘Hadders’ Haddr ell have ensured that the Battle Groups
have sufficient equipment whilst SSgt (YofS) Matt Page has
been pulling his hair out with rewriting the Th Bowman plan to
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We wish 4 Mech Bde HQ and Sig Sqgn (204) a quiet
and successful tour.

1 ROYAL WELSH REAR LINK DETACHMENT
- by Sgt Heathcote

It's been a very busy last couple months for the 1 RW RLD with
the launch of Op MOSHTARAK the defining Op for 11 Lt Bde on
Herrick 11. This was very successful for the BG and | must admit
the boys did the Corps pr oud.

Sig Dale Walsh featured in Nuts Magazine “Stealth Bumming”
Cpl ‘Jock’ W alters . Big Jock was not impressed and young
Dale had to improve on his escape and evasion drills. LCpl
Andy Eyers has been attached to us from 12 Mech Bde and from
myself and the rest of the RLD a big thank you for all your help
and hard work. It has been a real pleasure to have you along for
the tour.

LCpl Dave ‘The T ech’ Allen deployed out to give Sig Sullivan a
helping hand; fearless as ever the only thing to make LCpl Allen
nervous is a ceiling fan. LCpl ‘Deano’ Stallar d enjoyed his time
with D Coy and Cpl ‘Nige’ Mansell with B Coy.

We have all returned safely and are now looking forward to our
POTL and time with our families and down the pub. Then with the
disbandment of 11 Lt Bde HQ and the r e-role of the Sig Sqgn to
101 Log Bde Tp, we are all off to pastures new. | would like to
thank all of the RLD for all their hard work to make this a highly
successful tour.

1 R Welsh RLD

BRF RLD - by Cpl Andrews

I would like to start of by saying welcome back to all of 261 Sig
Sqn on their safe return. | would also like to say that our
thoughts go out to all families and friends of the many soldiers
injured and lost during our tour; Sgt Loughran-Dixon, Sgt Fox
and LCoH W ood which were good friends we sadly lost fr om the
BRFE
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Looking back on the tour now it seems to have gone very quickly ,
being busy helps the time fly. Nearly 7 months have passed and
we are all mentally and physically drained and looking forwar d to
a well earned POTL.

During our time on the BRF the RLD have seen and achieved
many things that the average Signals soldier will never see. The
Ops that we deployed on wer e second to none with Dismounted
Heli Ops to Mounted Ops using Jackels. The times wer e hard
and demanding but as always the RLD were up for the challenge.

LCpl Donegan was deployed as the OC’s Radio Operator and
Driver. He has been outstanding in providing comms for the BRF,
keeping links between the ground to BSN and LKG through
TACSAT HPW, BGAN and Bowman comms to the gr ound C/S’s.
Cpl Loughrans main effort for the tour was ECM, as you can
appreciate the importance of ECM within HMD is massive. | have
had a busy but interesting tour, not doing the normal role of an
RLD Comd as such. With managing the RLD, Comms for the
BRF my main effort for the BRF was J2. Intelligence was never
really previously done, so starting from scratch was a challenge,
filtering through INTSUMS HMD wide as the BRF never knew
where we would be deployed next.

With the RLD now back safe on UK soil | am proud to say that
the Royal Signals have definitely made a positive name with the
BRF and done themselves proud. Now back in our families arms,
we have time to reflect and wish 4 Bde the best of luck on Op
HERRICK 12.

HCR REAR LINK DETACHMENT - by Sgt Smith

On initial deployment the RLD did not know what r ole it would
play within the Household Cavalry Regt. The HCR did not deploy
at the same time as the RLD, the main body did not arrive until a
month after us. The RLD was split between Musa Quala District
Centre and FOB Edinburgh. Cpl Kenyon, Sig Randall and | were
in the DC and LCpl Hodson and Sig Ward were up in Edinburgh.
LCpl Stevenson and LCpl Fairhurst were quickly adopted by the
HCR Comd Tp, they both deployed as CO’s operator many times
over the tour, and when required were deployed to the remote
locations to rectify CNR and TACSAT faults.

FOB Edinburgh became Task Force Helmand'’s focus for the trial
of a new logistic delivery option. With new technology the RAF
could now conduct pr ecision air drops within a few hundred
square meters. The RAF carried out 3 air drops, 1 in November
and 2 in December before Christmas. Each time they dropped
approx 16 tonnes of stores, mainly 10 man ORP but before Xmas
they decided to dr op us a treat, a few crates of strawberries and
some fresh eggs, protected all round by 10 man ORP boxes. 16
one tonne pallets dropped from 5,000+ft. Weight x height x
speed = no strawberries and no eggs, lots of mess. It' s the
thought that counts.

The HCR RLD has had a busy and successful 6 and half months
doing what the Corps does best; stagging on, be it in the Ops
Room or sangars of the HQ in DC, FOB EDI, Himal O.R Roshan
Tower, Talibjan, Habib or Wogab. HCR RLD has stagged on in
every location in BG NW.

1 GRENADIER GUARDS REAR LINK DETACHMENT

On the 10th September 2009 the RLD deployed to Afghanistan.
We all soon got to work with the Coy that we wer e attached to.
LCpl Travis as a Signaller/I[ED Hunter, was deployed with the
Thor element of the BG when they were attached to us. Their job
was to go searching for IEDs so I'm sure she was on edge every
time she was out. Sig Johnson was working in the Ops room
and did an amazing job gaining her class 2 early in the tour. The
resident 117 guru Sig Butler was attached to the Queens Coy
and towards the end of his tour was relocated to Marjah as an LO
element with the USMC.

LCpl Galey was attached to the Estonian Coy and enjoyed his
time with them especially when they managed to get a sauna in
the FOB. He was fortunate enough to move around the AO as,
when the Estonians left the BG, he was retasked with C Coy 1
Royal Anglians.

The sole technician in Shawgat was Cpl Hinton who managed to
get through the whole tour without even opening his tool box.
However, the guard force wouldn’t have managed without him.

Sig Stannar d was attached to the BG early 2009 and was the
only person to survive the whole experience with the Guar ds. He
was morale with his moaning but I'm sur e it got him through it as
well.

LSgt Sustins , the RLD commander managed to master the art of
multi tasking by managing the RLD, being Guard Commander
and deploying on the ground to provide top notch signals support
to ensure comms were up to scratch thr oughout the BG.

F""l- { * ] Ml o .
I S c
1 Gren Gds RSO and RLD & 261 OC and RSM

Overall for everyone in 11 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqgn (261), it has been
a superb 6 months in Afghanistan. As the summer appr oaches,
we look forward to successfully closing down 11 Lt Bde HQ and
the majority (over 120) of the Sgn being posted thr oughout the
Corps.

12 MECHANIZED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND &
SIGNAL SQUADRON (228)
BULFORD
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SOLDIERS FROM 228 SIGNAL SQUADRON, BULFORD RAISE
MONEY FOR H4H AT AFC BOURNEMOUTH
- by Capt Jill Rogers AGC(ETS)

Capt Jar ed Cunningham from Bear Cross, Bournemouth used
his passion for his local football team, AFC Bour nemouth for a
worthy cause on Saturday 6th Mar. Capt Cunningham and 15
soldiers from 228 Sig Sqgn in Bulford sold “Help for Her oes”
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wristbands prior to the game against Mor ecombe FC at Dean
Court and also in the stadium at half time. LCpls ‘Geri’ Halliwell
and Hayley Hamilton led the two teams onto the pitch whilst the
remaining soldiers provided the guard of honour.

The response was fantastic; AFC Bournemouth and the locals

were very welcoming and gave generously. Capt Cunningham
said after the match, “It has been a gr eat day to chat to football
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fans about our life in the army and what ‘Help for Her oes’ does
for soldiers. The guys were pleased to meet the two teams and
personally | was thrilled to work with my favourite club on behalf
of the charity.” A total of £2086 was raised on the day .

Joe Roach, Head of AFC Bournemouth Centre of Excellence
presents a team shirt to soldiers from 228 Signal Squadron

AFC BOURNEMOUTH YOUTH TEAM GET ARMY
EXPERIENCE - by LCpl ‘Geri’ Halliwell

Following on from the ‘Football for Her oes’ day at AFC
Bournemouth which successfully raised £2086 for Help for
Heroes, the AFC Bournemouth Youth Team were invited to the
Sqn to experience a day with the Army.

The AFC Boumemouth Youth team are a squad of sixteen 16 - 18
year olds who are aspiring to make the grade as professional
footballers. The AFC Boumemouth youth system has had a
number of successes in recent years with 50% of the AFCB first
team coming through the ranks, the latest success being Sam
Vokes who recently transferred to premiership side Wolves for
£750,000. They are led by their head coach Joe Roach who
had previously served 22 years in the Army.

After a brief presentation on the Army and more specifically 228
Sig Sqn, delivered by LCpls Halliwell and Hamilton , the aspiring
young footballers were put through their paces as Sgt Gallagher
taught them some rudimentary drill.  They then had lessons on
weapons and equipment, including an intr oduction to the Panther
and getting to sample the fine cuisine of an Army ration pack.

The footballers experience the weight of the equipment carried by
a Signaller

The afternoon started with a series of command tasks in which
their leadership and teamwork was put to the test, with some
interesting and sometimes athletic solution to the tasks! They
were then joined by the rest of Bravo Tp to complete a Battle PT
lesson, including ‘king of the ring’, tyr e flipping relays and
finishing off with a gun run. Throughout the day they displayed
great enthusiasm and determination, not to mention excellent
levels of physical fitness. The footballers and Bravo Tp
personnel all thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

GPMG lesson

16 AIR ASSAUL T BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND i%i
SIGNAL SQUADRON (216) o
COLCHESTER

EXERCISE ARCTIC DRAGON - by Sig Swithenbank

On 19 Feb twelve members of 216 (Para) Sig Sqn headed off to
Norway on Ex ARCTIC DRAGON. This was a 3 phase ski touring
exped which involved an arduous trek across the Hardanger
vidda and a visit to the sites involved in the famous “Her oes of
Telemark” operation. The story surrounds Op GUNNERSIDE; a
WW?2 sabotage operation on a heavy water plant in Norway. This
plant was integral to the German aspirations for an atomic bomb
and of vital strategic importance. A number of British-trained
Norwegian Commandos wer e forced to live in the harsh winter
conditions befor e making the dangerous sabotage attempt. Their
training and unfailing courage ensured a successful operation,
making a significant dent in the German atomic pr ogram.

The expedition set off to fly from Stanstead to Haugesund and in
flight there were a selection of refreshing drinks and warm foods.
With lightning reactions in a somewhat premonition of the pilot
turning off the seatbelt sign LCpl ‘Big’ McDonald was up and
out of his seat pestering the cabin cr ew for a round of burgers.
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The group enjoying a well-earned rest after a hard days skiing

b

=y

THE WIRE, JUNE 2010 %

2

s



After we touched down we R V'd with our instructor Maj Jerry
Dolan. We were welcomed by a fairly mild Norwegian day; fr om
a pleasant 5 degrees back in Blighty to a biting -14 degr ees in
Hauguesund. We boarded the Minibus and had a 4 hour ride to
our accommodation in Bykle wher e we were met by our admin
support, SSgt Bob Morris . Over the remainder of the exped
Jerry and Bob were to become our new mothers. With Jerry
ensuring we were wrapped up warm with a br ew flask and spare
gloves whilst Bob was all over us making sure we had had our fill
of steaming hot porridge and an abundance of har d boiled eggs.

Phase One

The group had now been split up in two gr oups based on
previous experience and ability. The “pros” went nor dic skiing
with Jerry whilst the novices were under the instruction of Sgt
Ben Wildman MSI, learning alpine. As a novice myself | spent
most of my time losing a battle with gravity , picking myself up
and dusting off snow. This was followed by herring-boning back
up to the group due to a lack of skill on snow plough stops and
the occasionally dodging tr ees off piste. After lunch we got to
grips with the button lifts and pr ogressed onto a blue route.
Upon arriving at the top we r ealised we were missing Cpl ‘Fitzy’
Fitzsimmons who had fallen off somewhere midpoint and with no
exit onto the piste had to tab up the r emainder of the hill.
Meanwhile, the nordic group had a 26km trek to complete
including a 1km climb to r each a mountain hut where the group
stopped for lunch. This was a challenging climb, especially for
WO2 (FoS) Lang who started feeling faint due to the fact he
hasn’'t passed P Coy. The 2 groups progressed at a rapid rate
before swapping over to get some experience of both disciplines.

Cpl McGuire getting to grips with the Nordic skis

Phase Two

This phase involved a 3 day ski tour retracing some of the route
used by the members of Op GUNNERSIDE. The first leg was
mostly uphill onto the fr ozen lake during which Sgt Wildman and
Lt Harrison took it in tur ns “grizzing it out”, dragging the pulk.
Arriving at the lake we were all taken aback by the size of it. We
had already been going for 3-4 hours and still had another 5
miles to push. Being a frozen lake the terrain is very flat and
should have been easy going. However, the horizon did not
seem to be getting any closer and it took a further 3 hours befor e
we reached our accommodation. With the fir e stoked up and our
melting snow process in full swing we had cranked the hut up to
a cosy temperature and were sat in our very own Norwegian
sauna replenishing ourselves with plenty of scof f.

The next section of the journey would not be followed by such
luxury. Despite WO2 (FoS) Lang’s protestations we dug 3 x 4-
Man snow holes. Digging them was hard work but the reward is
worth it except for one gr oup who, with their shelter nearing
completion suffered a collapse. When the laughing stopped they
realised the severity of the situation and with the light soon to go
they had to move on and re-build.

With an early rise we left the snow holes behind and set of f on
the final leg nearly leaving behind LCpl ‘Bradders’ Bradley . As
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Jerry went back to see what the hold up was he went back to
find a fed-up and cold Bradders who was doing his best str oppy
teenager act. After fixing his ski binding, which had fr ozen with
snow overnight, and lending him his gloves Jerry shouted
“Haway the lads” and we all cracked on to our pick-up point and
a hot shower.

The FofS getting out of the elements for a brew

Phase Three

Our final part of the ex was to follow the r oute taken by the
saboteurs off the Hardanger Vidda and down to the heavy water
plant. We all expected a fairly easy ski but the going was hard
with winds now howling and icy snow blasting in our faces. This
was a real graft and gave us a very small taste of what the
sabotage team must have endured to complete their mission. We
finished the day off with a tour of the heavy water plant itself
where we learnt more about the operation. With a real fear of
being killed or captur ed they showed physical and moral courage
in very difficult conditions. This very small part of WW2 had
played a crucial role, delaying Hitler's plans for an atomic bomb
plans.

Ex ARCTIC DRAGON was a very challenging but ewarding
experience which enabled its members to hone their skiing ability
in a harsh environment and get a feel for what it must have been
like to be a Hero of Telemark.

EXERCISE EAGLES TALON Il - by SSgt ‘Robbo’ Robertson

The Sgns annual Battlecamp started in the frost on Monday 8
Mar 10 on STANTA in Norfolk. The first day comprised of both
Platoons checking and confirming their zer o with their personal
weapon systems. There were also a few soldiers who needed to
pass the ACMT under SSgt “Robbo” Robertson  prior to the field
firing phase commencing the next day. Concurrent activity
included GPMG WHT, Sig Saur WHT and dry grenade training
taking place under the watchful eye of SSgt Marshall , Sgt
Hernon and Sgt Swann . There was also an automatic shooting
range ran by SSgt Porter .

Tuesday morning saw the 2 Platoons split with one on the IBSR
and the other on the grenade range throwing the L109 HE. The
soldiers were being taught the basic skills of soldiering. This
would stand as the building blocks for the r est of their training
and prepare them for the up and coming tour of Afghanistan on
Op HERRICK 13. Once again the standard was high and the
blokes continued to impr ess the range staff and the RCO was
especially pleased with his target operator SSgt Bury who was as
consistent as ever. SSgt Marshall who was the RCO for the
Grenade range was chuffed that he did not have any blinds to
blow himself, after being reminded all week about the RSM
having to blow 2 blinds many moons ago.

Wednesday saw the Platoon taking part in Fireteam fire and
manoeuvre whilst being introduced to the mechanics of Section
and Platoon attacks. The day went well with SSgt Robertson
running the range along with his range team of SSgt Bury , Sgts
Miller , Wildman , Deans (role player) and Atherton . The

69



Sunday was NAVEX day with the Platoons
broken down into Fireteams, having to carry
out some difficult micro navigation skills
before being asked some training specific
questions by the DS at each checkpoint.
Whilst the soldiers were participating in the
NAVEX, the Platoon Comds were receiving
their orders from the Company Comd (OC
Sqn) for the deployment the following day .
The Platoons then received their warning
orders on return from the NAVEX. Battle
procedure then took place from Sunday
evening until deployment early Monday
morning.

Monday saw the Company minus deploy by
“Heli” MANN truck and occupy a FOB, with
defence, patrolling and many other tasks
awaiting them; this was going to be a busy
period. The enemy were well rehearsed and
ready to pounce if the Company let their
standards slip at any time. The final exercise
was for 72hrs, and ended in a final assault on
the FOB late Wednesday evening. With the
Sqgn confirming everything that had been
taught previously over the past seven days, a

IBSR range team: SSgt “Bug” Porter, Sgt “Bendo” Wildman SSgt “Robbo” Robertson, Sgt

“Milf” Miller and Sgt “Slower” Atherton

Platoons were keen as mustard considering the time of the
morning and the weather. The Platoon Comds, Lt Williams and
Lt Harrison , were moving up and down the range keeping an eye
on their soldiers and the day went very well with the shooting
standards exceptionally high throughout. All in all, SSgt Fyfe
from the training wing was starting to r elax and enjoy himself.

Thursday morning saw the Platoons being split between the new

FMT (firr movement test) and the Fireteam attack. The day was a

big test for the soldiers as they wer e beginning to get a little tired
as the week’s training was starting to catch up with them. It was
good to see the soldiers working as part of their
Platoons/Sections and watching them get to grips with their
mission command and battle pr ocedure. Another good days
training with the soldiers lear ning many new skills that in time will
ensure they become assets to the unit.

Friday saw the training focus on the skills and drills pertinent to
Afghanistan, with a round robin of Op KALA drills with Sgt Miller ,
Op BARMA training with SSgt Bury , dismounted patr olling with
Sgt Her non, FOB security with Sgt Deans and incident
management with Sgt Wildman . A mentally challenging day for
the soldiers as they were taught then tested on the dif ferent
subjects which would be used on the confirmatory exer cise.
Again, this was a long hard day with the Platoons not finishing
until 2230hrs due to evening lessons taking place. With the
training staff and Platoon Commanders happy with the pr ogress
of the training we were in for a cracking confirmatory exer cise
starting on Monday.

Saturday saw the Platoons up at first light to pr epare for a move
up to Westmere FOB to take part in the Section in Defence day
shoot. The weather was on our side as the sun was out and the
rain stayed away. Each section rotated through the shoot whilst
there were background activities of basic vehicle movement,
hasty defence and CASEVAC. Spirits were high and the training
was very realistic however there was a bit of a fright when Cpl
Deger nier was on the GPMG and took an empty case down his
smock from the firer to his left; he thought he had been hit, and
dramatically fell to the floor shouting and scr eaming. This
obviously left the safety staff, once they ascertained it was only
an empty case, wanting to take a knee with laughter. Once all
Sections had been through and passed the shoot we had to
continue with other lessons until it was dark enough to conduct
the Section in Defence night shoot. This once again was a great
piece of training for the blokes, very realistic with all Section
Commanders and 2IC’s earning their pay.
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successful confirmatory exer cise was
executed and all soldiers definitely lear nt
something about themselves and their basha

buddies. A good exer cise that will assist them in their
preparations for Op HERRICK 13.

A patrol question a local to get some infor mation on enemy
movements within their AOR. LCpl “Dougy” Douglas and Sgt
“Eddie” Howarth also hand out water to the civilian

Sgt “Slower” Atherton, Sgt “Penguin” Swann, SSgt “Robbo”
Robertson, Lt Harrison (1 Pl Comd) and Lt Williams (Coy Ops Offr)
take a well eamed break from the training to talk tactics
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oC Maj SW Whittley
RSM WO1 (RSM) CA Hook

BCIP5.4 UPLIFT - by YofS Nick Hill

20 Armd Bde will undergo the BCIP5 uplift during the period Mar
- Aug 10. This will involve the uplift of around 1000 platforms
and the running of over 350 courses which will train 6500
personnel. A substantial project by any standard which 200 Sig
Sgn have been tasked to manage. This may have something to
do with 207 Sig Sqgn standing up in fr ont of an audience made up
of representatives from HQ Land, the Land Warfare Centre, 20
Bde Staff and the whole Bde G6 community, up to and including
1* level, and proudly announcing that 207 Sig Sgn ran their Bde
uplift. Did everything. No problem. Quote: ‘it was just a speed
bump’.  Thanks 207, we've just restructured our Sgn to meet
this speed bump!

As military doctrine met the PRINCE project management system,
the project was split into 2 parts. The G5 planning stage was
picked up by the Bde HQ, whilst the G3 execution phase was
passed to the Sgn. The OC Sgn has assumed the role of Project
Officer, with the Ops Team picking up the Project Management
piece. The project itself has 2 main strands; training and
equipment. BOWTAG (G) ae the primary training providers,
whilst General Dynamics (GD) ae responsible for the upgrading
of equipment and have set up a Flashing Facility in the Garrison.
The Sgn has been restructured to meet the requirement, with one
troop now a BCIP5 Troop and the other Comms Tp covering

Spec Tasks. Spec Tasks sounds flash but it basically means
everything not Uplift related. The BCIP5 Tp has been augmented
from other departments within the Sqn and has now detached 19
Train the Trainer (T3) instructors to BOWTAG(G); whose job will be
to put the rest of the Bde troops through the 12 different variants
of courses being run. These 19 have left a considerable gap in
our manning (half of our CS Op JNCOs and signallers) but we're
hoping the investment will pay dividends in the long term with a
cadre of Bowman SMEs being returned to the Unit. BCIP5 Tp
also has three Tiger Teams, each containing five soldiers, whose
job it is to facilitate the training by pr eparing equipment,
classrooms and providing level one support.

It's still very early days in the life of the project, but so far all
appears to be going well, and BCIP5 Tp have settled well into
their new role in the steady hands of Lt Grant W allace and Sgt
Mark Carlisle . The T3 instructors seem to enjoy the respite from
the garages and the new challenges that being part of a training
regime on this scale brings. Clearly, the proof of the pudding will
be a whether or not the Bde can communicate on CNR in 5
months time. No pressure there then. Expect another update in
the summer as the Uplift draws to a close and we'r e firmly into
the exploitation phase of the pr oject.

BDE SKILLS AT ARMS MEET COMPETITION - by LCpl Hill

The frozen tundra of Sennelager Training Area provided the
backdrop for this year's Bde SAAM, with teams from all across
the Bde braving the below-fr eezing conditions to compete in
numerous competitions. The ranges varied from moving targets
to a night shoot and also the dr eaded Parachute Regt Cup, which
saw the teams completing a 2 mile speed mar ch followed by a
Casualty Evacuation situation and then a Section Attack down

the 600m range.

The competition this year was focused on the younger members
of the Brigade. Each team was led by a junior officer and a
certain number of members had to be junior soldiers. The 200 Sig
Sqgn team consisted of LCpls Phil Hill , ‘Monica’ Sellers , Si
Machin , Marty Brand and John Holmes , Cfn Finch , and Sig
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‘Pikachu’ Pieniak , with Sig Wightman in reserve. Sig Wightman
promised us all brews after every shoot, needless to say we are
all still waiting for said brews as he lounged around in the minibus
all day with the heater on full blast. On the last day | swear he
was wearing Bermuda shorts! We were led on our quest through
the snow by Lt Wallace leading from the front on the CASEVAC
and thankfully not managing to get us lost! LCpl Machin 's age
was questioned at one point considering he was filling a junior
soldier’s slot, “You are HOW old Si?”

Despite the weather, morale was high all week and the Parachute
Regt Cup provided a great challenge for all the members of the
team. At one point we thought one of the casualties may have
been giving birth but it tur ned out to be LCpl Sellers who was
finding the CASEVAC a tad harder than expected. However we
did manage to beat the Med Regt on the CASEVAC so we
couldn’t have done too badly after all?

Special mention must also go to the SHQ pistol shooting team
who braved the elements for a good 45minutes to finish 4th out
of the 9 teams who had entered. It's probably best not to
mention that the (SF trained) RSM had a shocker, only just
managing to avoid last place, which was claimed by the FofS...

Lt Wallace and LCpl Holmes leading the CASEVAC

LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL
PRESENTATION - by Sgt Mark Carlisle

Congratulations go to five members of the Sgn who wer e
presented their LS&GC medals recently by the Bde Deputy
Commander in the Sgts’ Mess. WO2 (YofS) Nick Hill , SSgt
Shaun Fielding , Sgt Mark Carlisle , Cpl Jan Macken and Cpl
Craig Jinks have each completed 15 years meritorious service in
the Army (without getting caught!), and had a citation r ead before
being presented with their medals in front of their families and the
Sgn Offrs and SNCOs. The ceremony was followed by a buf fet
lunch in the WO & Sgts’ Mess. The presenting Officer, Col
Sernberg said, “This is a powerful reason for awarding a medal
and | am delighted to be here with these five good men and their
families on such a great occasion.” A further 2 members of the
Sgn, WO2 (RQMS) Charlie Kama and WO2 (FofS) Kev
MacDonald were presented with their Warrant having promoted
to Warrant Officer Class Two. The Sgn OC, Major Whittley , said
“This is a proud moment in these soldiers’ car eers and
recognises their outstanding commitment to the Army . Itis a
pleasure to see so many of their families here today.” Predictably,
the party continued in the Sgts’ Mess and a memorable evening
was enjoyed by all.
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The LS&GC Presentation

EXERCISE DIAMOND FIST VALLETTA 20 - 28 FEB 2010
- by Lt Grant Wallace

In late February a small group of Signallers from 20 Armd Bde HQ
and Sig Sqgn (200) took the opportunity to escape the fr eezing
cold of Sennelager in favour of a week spent shore diving off the
coast of Malta. SSgt Phil Roby ’s trip almost finished befor e it
began when he tried to check-in over 40kg of equipment, but
most others were more realistic with their packing.

On arrival in Malta, the first open water dive took place at
Cirkewwa on the north of the island. This was a shakeout dive
for those with previous experience, and the first taste for the two
novices of the group Cpl's Jason Howell and John Binks .
Unfortunately the weather took a tur n for the worse once the first
wave of divers had reached around 15m, and once they had
surfaced, the instructors decided to try a new site in Bugibba
Bay, which proved to be an ideal location for the training. After
some initial apprehension, both novice divers entered the water
and blew some bubbles, emerging minutes later with big smiles
on their faces.

SSgt Roby (AGC) and Cfn Bowness (REME) check out their
profiles...not flattering guys!

During the evening, classes were provided to progress the Ocean
Divers towards their Sports Diver qualification, which they all
achieved by the end of the week. Day 2 started well with a r eturn
to Cirkewwa in better weather, but finished painfully for Sig Chris
Stones who failed to heed the ‘Be awar e!” warning about the
jellyfish, and was duly stung on his gloveless hand, thr ough he
received much sympathy from Cpl Jenna Williams .

By the middle of the week the novices had closed the capability
gap with the rest of the group and an enjoyable couple of days
was spent at the Blue Grotto site, which allowed all the divers to
reach their required depths of either twenty or thirty-five metr es.
On the final day the group dived a patrol boat which had been
scuttled in 2008, to a depth of ar ound twenty metr es, supervised
by WO1 (YofS) Paul Rowlands . It was a really interesting wreck
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despite being relatively new and had a good amount of coral and
marine life around it. The afternoon was spent in the Comino
Cave system, with its stunning array of colours and marine life in
abundance, a fitting end to an excellent expedition.

The team blowing bubbles
EXERCISE MERCURY SNOW RIDER - by Capt Hannah Frost

Despite an active promotion campaign, the Sgn ‘team’ for Ex
MERCURY SNOW RIDER, the Corps Snowboarding
Championship, ended up being just myself. | arrived at the
resort of Rauris, Austria, late one night after a fairly terrifying trip
up a snow and ice covered mountain. My terror soon vanished
as | got acquainted with my new home for the next two weeks; a
4 star luxury apartment! In case that wasn't enough, the resort
complex also had a swimming pool, sauna, hot tub and steam
room.

The lessons with the excellent Dutch instructors fr om Ripstar
started the next mor ning and, although | am a qualified Military
Alpine Ski Instructor, | had only ever managed a couple of hours
on a snowboard so now it was my tur n to be a beginner again.
To my surprise we bypassed the beginner slopes entir ely and
went straight up the mountain. This made for added incentive as
we had about 1km of piste to negotiate back to the r estaurant
before we could have lunch (unsurprisingly it was a pretty late
lunch). We also discovered that there is a very good reason why
most snowboar ders wear a lot of protection; though the constant
face-plants did pr ovide a continued source of amusement to the
rest of us.

With 40 novices on the camp, the ability gr oups were soon
adjusted to reflect the differing rates of learning and after 3 days
of teaching my group were shown the Boardercross course. This
was a fairly painful encounter for most of us and managed to

instil a healthy respect, if not downright fear, into us. In
comparison it made the Dual Slalom seeding race on Fri a bit of a
breeze. The final Novice Dual Slalom was held the following Wed
and the competition was fier ce amongst the girls. | was soundly
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beaten into second place and decided | would have to up my
game for the Boardercross on the Fri. The seeding for the
Boardcross only proved that the race was likely to be car nage;
and it didn’t disappoint!  Four novice girls lined up on a track
approx 4 m wide; none of us having much contr ol over our
boards! On the start we all did our best to stay straight but ther e
were inevitable collisions. As the only one left standing, |
sneaked past the rest of them and had a clear run at the rest of
the course; cruising over the finish into 1st place. What | didn’t
appreciate at the time was the extra bur den this would be on my
luggage, as | embarrassingly gained 3 trophies to take home; 2nd
Female Novice Slalom, 1st Female Novice Boardercross and 1st
Overall Novice Female.

In my 10 years in the Army | can honestly say this is one of the
best events | have ever attended. It was incredibly well run, an
excellent atmosphere and really physically challenging. |
recommend anyone who gets the chance to go next year to take
it!

Capt Frost leading the way on the Boardercross

OTHER UNITS

GLOBAL OPERA TIONS & SECURITY CONTROL CENTRE

Dep Hd Service Ops Capt CG Parsons RN

The GOSCC Military Ops Team are responsible for fulfilling all
Information Exchange Requirements (IER) submitted to ISS by the
Permanent Joint HQ (PJHQ) and Front Line Commands providing
Fulfilment and Assurance for users and customers now and in the
future.

SERVICE OPERATIONS

SO1 Service Ops
SO2 Service Ops

Lt Col S Turnbull
Maj D Hughes

GOSCC Service Ops Team, together with vital support elements
from Delivery Partners (DP), ae responsible for the assurance of
all ISS provided services on a 24/7 basis. The Duty Ops Team
(DOT), who ae the focal point within the GOSCC, are comprised
of five teams each manned by an SO3 from the tri-service
environment who head up a team of SMEs from the Maritime,
Land and Air fraternities. The DOT are the first POC within the
GOSCC when external units raise Quality of Service (QoS) reports
on ISS delivered services.

HANDOVER/TAKEOVER SO1 SERVICE OPERATIONS
— by WO2 (YofS) Clarke Fatchett

HO/TO SO1 Service Operations, GOSC
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It was time for a change in SO1 Operations within the GOSCC.
All this was done against a backdrop of the continuing Fulfilment
and Assurance of ISS services worldwide. Lt Col David
Whimpenny was moving to pastur es new (Florida) with his
replacement being Lt Col Steve T urnbull. A period of a week
was sufficient which included his leaving function.

To say farewell, the Quarrymans’ Arms was chosen. Apart from
the fact it is a typical Cotswolds pub which sold good food and
real ale, they were used to having farewell functions from the tri-
service environment which could, on occasions, become r owdy.
Not content with a ‘bog-standar d’ function, we needed a theme.
In light of Lt Col Whimpenny’ s recent participation in a courts
martial (not the accused | hasten to add) a kangaroo court
seemed apt. The non-specific char ge was of committing heinous
crimes during his time in the Army — don’t let the truth stand in
the way of a good story! After being arr ested by PC Fashay from
the Cotswold constabulary, the court was assembled:

Rt Hon David Hughes QC  Judge

Rt Hon Gig Plumb The Defence

Rt Hon Steve Hogan The Prosecution

Clarke Fatchett Clerk of court

Jury Miscellaneous and inebriated

The proceedings opened with the case for the pr osecution. Rt
Hon Steve Hogan was in fine form presenting a number of
witness to testify against the accused. Documents wer e readily
available to prove Lt Col Whimpenny’ s guilt beyond reasonable
doubt, including a dodgy print out fr om JPA!

The seemingly ‘bomb proof’ case from the Prosecution was
seriously challenged by the Rt Hon Gig Plumb whose whole
case hinged on the close and personal relationship between him
and the accused. After a game of cat and mouse between the
Prosecution and the Defence, their relationship was proved too
close with the Rt Hon Gig Plumb being accused of contempt of
court.

The jury did not take long to come to a ver dict. Lt Col
Whimpenny was unanimously found guilty and sentenced to buy
everyone in the bar a drink! A good day was had by all and it
proved a fitting end to Col David’ s tenure in the GOSCC. Good
luck with the golf in Florida!
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ANOTHER DAY IN THE GOSCC
— by SSgt (FofS(IS)) Steve Hogan

Service Operations are busily preparing for the upcoming move
into Corsham New Environment (CNE). This will see the entire
GOSCC move into purpose built of fices, as the Corsham site
transforms to meet the growing need of the business. The
Watch teams have been kept on their toes recently by some very
high profile visits, including that of the First Sea Lord who was
briefed on the role of the team and how they support and assur e
communications to Operations and fixed infrastructur e alike.

CUSTOMER SERVICES PROVIDER LIAISON

The Customer Service Provider Liaison (CSPL) team are a band
of Warrant Officers (one from each service) who act as a conduit
between military communications elements and the commer cial
service providers, namely BT. Their remit allows them to work
closely with the latter in attempting to r esolve issues for the
former. Recently the team has been short handed with WO1
Matt Petts being seconded to projects in order to plan for the
move into CNE. Matt has been on a fast learning curve for all
things Comms including his maiden visit to MoD Main Building.
Not bad for a Warrant Officer who has built his career on boots
and haircuts! Matt has become the toast of the mess with his
silky skills on show during the ‘Bone of Contention’ football
match. If Fabio Capello needs a left back for the world cup look
no further!

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations go out to WO2 (YofS) Fatchett who has been
selected for promotion to WO1 and to SSgt (FofS(IS)) Hogan on
his selection for promotion to WO2. Let's hope Steve and his
family will enjoy their upcoming move to Haverfor dwest and all
that Pembrokeshire offers!

CHARITY

Following on from the Charity Golf competition in Summer 2009,
there have been a continuing number of charity initiatives within
the GOSCC. During 2009 a total of £5031.79 was raised for the
worthy causes of Help for Heroes and the Royal British Legion.
The support during 2009 was excellent, but lets hope we can
better our efforts in 2010!

SERVICE FULFILMENT TEAM - by WO2 (FofS) Damian Gunn

SO2 Service Fulfilment
SO3 Service Fulfilement

Maj O Dinnis
FIt Lt S Parish RAF

Intr oduction

For those within the Royal Corps that don’ t know, there is a little
corner of the GOSCC called Service Fulfiilment. The Team are
responsible for: production and issue of Defence
Commmunications Services Instructions (DCSI), providing advice
as network SMEs for the wide variety of defence communications
requirements and commissioning a plethora of communications

services currently used within the wider community of Land, Air
and Maritime. Effort can rapidly switch fr om HERRICK to PJOBs
to RN Deployments to UK exercises and also to supporting some
of our ‘Special’ friends. Service Fulfilment is curr ently headed up
by Maj Oli Dinnis with the rest of the team being a mix of all
three services, which makes entertaining banter that never
becomes tiresome!

Well, as ever, it's been a very busy time for the Service Fulfilment
Team. The past few months have seen an expansion of the
Promina network though Helmand, which is still constantly
evolving. As well as the fast pace of Op HERRICK, the Land, Air
and Maritime teams have also been dealing with many exercise
commitments which come thr ough the door thick and fast.

SUPPORT TO 16 SIG REGT MRX - by SSgt (YofS) Hampson

Contrary to popular belief the GOSCC staff do leave Corsham on
occasions. A team consisting of Lt John Zitkus RN , WO2 (YofS)
Fatchett and SSgt (YofS) Paul Hampson deployed to snowy
Elmpt over the period 10 — 17 Jan 10. The purpose of the visit
was to provide advice and guidance to 16 Sig Regt on the roles
and responsibilities of the GOSCC prior to their deployment on
Op HERRICK. The visit consisted of a number of briefs with
detailed training on QoS reporting. The team also deployed into
the field and conducted a r ound robin of training. This was well
received and the model is looking like becoming part of the
standard training available to CSRs prior to deployment. Thanks
go to the Regimental YofS WOL1 (YofS) Martin Reed who hosted
the visit.

This past month has seen another reason to sample the local
taverns of Bath, with the promotion of WO2 (FofS) Damian Gunn
and the posting in and promotion of FS Tony Macek who like
most RAF postings will remain here ad infinitum!

DEFENCE COMPUTER INCIDENT RESPONSE TEAM (DCIR T)
— by Cpl McPhee

DCIRT is part of Defence Information Operations (DIO) who
proactively and reactively defend MOD networks 24/7 against
Computer Network Attack and pr event Computer Network
Exploitation enabling agile exploitation of MOD information
capabilities across all areas of the Department’s operations.

DCIRT is a critical element of the MoD Computer Network
Defence (CND); its primary focus is on reaction to potentially
harmful activity identified by any means, to assur e Operational
and Business activities on Defence CIS Networks. The DCIRT is
led by a US Major and is tri service and civil service manned.
Cpl McPhee has been working with DCIRT for just over six
month now and finds the job very inter esting and challenging.
Everything we do here is real time ensuring the integrity of the
network. Within this department we say far ewell to Sgt lan
Kingsfor d-Smith who has completed 22 years service and

is now employed by Atlas (still within the GOSCC — never

miss an opportunity!). We also say a sad farewell to Sgt Taff
Roberts and LCpl Tom Dixon who are leaving the GOSCC on
posting.

BRITISH ARMY TRAINING UNIT KENY A

Comd BATUK
I/C CIS Sect

Col Hutton CBE (Late Para)
WO?2 (YofS) Bri Rawlings

CIS SECTION - by LCpl WA Wilkes

Leaving the 2 foot of snow behind in Herfor d, | set off for sunny
Kenya towards the end of February, without a massive idea of
what | would be doing when | arrived. Arriving at Jomo Kenyatta
Airport at 0600, after an overnight flight from Heathrow, to be met
by one of the Locally Employed Civilians (LEC) and a two and a
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half hour drive through the Nairobi rush hour to British Army
Training Unit Kenya (BATUK).

BATUK is situated on two sites, BATUK Rear on Kifaru Camp,
which is part of the Kehawa Bks complex of the Kenyan Army ,
and BATUK Main, up country at Nanyuki Show Ground (NSG),
which will be familiar to anybody who has ever been part of a
Grand Prix exercise. CIS section is likewise split into two parts,
CIS Main at Kifaru Camp where the bulk of the CIS workload
happens and CIS Fwd at NSG, which is mostly concer ned with
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supporting the various exer cises that take place in Kenya
throughout the year.

The section is headed up by WO2 (YofS) Bri Rawlings , who also
doubles up as I/C section, OpsO, Tffc Offr, and head cook and
bottle washer! Ably supporting him ar e normally 7 or 8 other
members, although, this can increase up to 12 during personnel
changeovers. We are all undertaking attachments and postings
of different lengths from 6 weeks (for myself), through to 6
months for most of us, and 2 years permanent posting for the
lucky few!

The first day was taken up by the usual arrival briefs and guided
tours around camp and getting the lay of the land. Fr om the
initial info we received the workload sounded daunting and after a
Bri Rawlings special brief we finally knocked of f in preparation
for a full days work.

BATUK holds approx 80 Bowman vehicles, ranging from clip in
HF dets, to full Complex fit dets, and every shade in between, all
in various states of readiness and repair. With normally only one
operator, LCPL ‘Scouse’ Wilkes (1 UK ADSR), and one
technician, LCPL Dave Heminsley (7 Sig Regt) fom the Corps
and an Infantry Signaller in the shape of CPL ‘Mzungu Matt’
Broadway (1 PWRR), between the vehicles the workload can be
immense, especially in the build up to the first of the Grand Prix
exercises. With no second line support in theatr e and a constant
stream of vehicles coming in and out of the gate you need to be
on top of your Bowman game! Although befor e coming to Kenya,
I held myself to be more than competent on Bowman, Dave and |
have both received a graduate level education on maintaining and
repairing the equipment, with the lines sometimes becoming
blurred between which trade was doing what! Repairs vary fr om
relatively simple changing u/s cables to fully fitting and wiring out
complex fit vehicles without the benefit of schematics or parts
lists. Another, more unfortunate duty involves stripping out R TA
damaged vehicles. Fortunately, whilst several FFRs have been
written off in RTAs during my time here, there have been no
serious injuries. However it can be very down heartening when
an FFR into which you have invested several days hard work
bringing back to full r eadiness, is towed back to the vehicle park
only a few days later with half the back end missing fr om it!

‘Mzungu’ Matt and Vincent Ndolia, on the second RRB, the
Comd BATUKSs operator was provided by Dave Heminsley , who,
despite being a Sys Eng Tech with a worrying habit of saying
“Wilco” during VP training came thr ough with the goods on the
FTX, having the time of his life tabbing through the bush dodging
the wildlife following the Comd BA TUK (Late PARA) in a bundle of
sweat at warp nine, and also in search of elusive elephants!

We deployed to NSG at 0700 on a lazy Sunday morning, delayed
only by our Sig Storeman/Ex CQMS LCPL Stevie L yle (5
SCOTS) having developed a savage case of “Sticky Backitis”
brought on by excessive exposur e to Black Diamonds bar in
Nairobi! Arriving in NSG mid afternoon the YofS showed off his
Motorola expertise to the HICON staff whilst the rest of us
prepped the kit for issue to the staf f and certain members of 1
IRISH GUARDS battlegroup (BG).

The Monday saw us move to the HICON location and myself and
James move to our first RRB site, this was high up at the
southern end of the mountains with spectacular views of Mt
Kenya, the second largest mountain in Africa, and across the
Central Province to the Aberdare Range. Closer in and of more
immediate concern was ample ground sign of numerous forms of
wildlife, providing a free safari while we were working. Everything
went swimmingly with our comms booming in to all stations and
our razor wire provided for protection from dangerous wildlife and
wandering Yeomen, until just after midnight on the second night
when two sets of eyes were spotted approaching. Queue my
surprise when on hitting the lights on the Landr over | saw a lion
20 meters from the det approaching us! Suddenly the single
strand of razor wire surrounding the site did not seem so
formidable. With me hissing at James the LEC to ‘Get out of bed
sharpish! There’s a bloody lion outside the wir e!” and with a
spade in hand and suddenly dodgy underwear, | watched as it
approached to about 10 foot away and stood ther e staring at us
trembling, fortunately for us it lost inter est and went in search of
easier pickings!

A few days later we moved again, following the BG acr oss to the
western side of the area, our new location providing grandstand
views of the BG going through the training serials and the
abundant wildlife - with the exception of elephants.

The CIS sect is working at the moment on
an approximate 6 week cycle, concurr ent
with the Grand Prix exercise running at the
time, 4 weeks are spent at Kifaru repairing
and maintaining the FFRs, and then during
the FTX phase of Grand Prix the CIS Sect
moves en masse up to NSG. CIS sect only
provide comms for the dir ecting staff at
HICON during the FTX phase with two
Motorola RRBs provided to cover gaps in
the coverage radius, as well as a signaller
on the ground provided to Comd BATUK.
Normally the FTXs take place at Archer’s
Post Training Area, however due to the
recent severe flooding the latest FTX was
run in the Lolldaiga Mountains and the

Although the ethos at BATUK is work hard,
the emphasis is also on making the most
of your free time, be it a day trip to

Nairobi, AT expeditions to the top of Mt
Kenya or safari’s in one of Kenya's
National Parks (NPs), | have been lucky
enough to go camping in Hells Gate NP,
as well as several trips into Nairobi.

By the time these notes are published |
will have made the trip back to Germany
and the loving embrace of 1 UK ADSR and
Ex Flying Rhino, and been replaced by
LCPL Dan Kelk , and I will be looking back
with fondness at my time in Kenya. If you
ever get the chance to answer a trawl to

adjacent Ole Naishu Training Areas, which,

to be honest was a nice touch. The RRBs have one operator and
one LEC, manned by me and James Ndungu on RRB 1, and

BATUK it is hard work, but to use the old
cliché ‘you get out what you put in’. It is a very worthwhile
deployment.

CcO Lt Col Mike Dooley
RSM WO1 (RSM) Paul Walledge

PRESENTATION OF THE FIRMIN SWORD OF PEACE

On Tuesday 9 March 2010, Joint Service Signal Unit (Cyprus) was
awarded the Firmin Sword of Peace. The prestigious award is
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recognised as one of the highest that can be made to a Service
unit of the United Kingdom Armed Services for humanitarian
activities. Tthe award was presented by the Master of Signals Lt
Gen Robert Baxter CBE on his last formal parade before he
retires from the Army in April. He had this to say about the
award: “The Firmin Sword of Peace recognises one of the key
and enduring characteristics of the British Armed For ces. This is
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our natural inclination to be a good friend and neighbour . This in
no way diminishes our inclination to be a very bad enemy .
Therefore it is a pleasure and an honour to be part of this swor d
ceremony that recognises and applauds this characteristic. The
award of the Sword is a very fitting acknowledgement of the
JSSU(Cyp)s good work with the local community and
neighbours.”

The award was for humanitarian efforts conducted in 2008 and,
whilst the awarding panel sat in September 2009, for operational
reasons this was the first opportunity that JSSU(Cyp) has had to
receive the award.

Receiving the award on behalf of the Unit, CO Lt Col Dooley
said: ‘It isn’t enough to talk about peace. First you must believe in
it. And it isn’t enough to just believe in peace. One must work at
It.’Eleanor Roosevelt 1946.

“Unfortunately ther e is no simple panacea for peace in Cyprus.
But the example shown by the British For ces in Cyprus and
acknowledged thr ough the award of the Firmin Sword for Peace
to this Unit recognises how we have all worked in a modest way
towards peace. This is exemplified in the broad cultural mix of
children that attend our schools, a similar mix that work and play
sport together within this Unit and also thr ough the generous
donations we have all made to assist the less fortunate within our
broader community.”

Mindful of its position as an employer of both T urkish and Greek
Cypriot civilians, the Unit was car eful to foster and develop
excellent relations with both communities on Cyprus. The superb
community spirit cultivated within all of the Unit communities was
the prime mover behind a plethora of charitable works, which
benefited both Cypriot and UK charities and good causes.
Among their many achievements, unit personnel coached the
Cyprus National Rugby Union squad, the Greece National Rugby
Union squad, the Cyprus under-15 Cricket squad, the Cyprus
under-18 Hockey squad and numer ous local rugby, hockey,
cricket and football teams amongst both the T urkish and Greek
Cypriot communities. From a charitable perspective the unit
raised over €25,000 which will be used to support a host of
charities in Cyprus and back in the UK. This was the third time
that the JSSU(Cyp) has been awarded the Firmin Sword of
Peace; they have won it previously in 2006 and in 2004 when it
was known as the Wilkinson Sword of Peace.

Master of Signals, Lt Col Dooley and RSM Walledge

TRF PAINTBALL DAY

On a sunny February afternoon, 8 members of TRF embarked
upon a friendly paintball match at Ay Nik Paintball Club, to
celebrate CPO ‘Nobby’ Clarke and CPO Kim Wyche leaving for
rainier climes. In all honesty, | felt like | was getting dressed for a
Mil Training session on a Saturday afternoon as | put on my green
combats again. Under the watchful eye of Sgt Pete Mulcahy
after being introduced to the weapons paintball markers we

would be using we suited and booted and donned masks and
gloves. Puny little things with diddy balls in; sur ely they can’t
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hurt? We sorted ourselves into two teams, unwittingly cr eating
an Old v Bold divide. So this tur ned out to be no ordinary
paintball match, oh no! This was the small matter of ageing men
against youthful exuberance; sorting the wheat fr om the chaff.
Oh dear, us Oldies were doomed. The creaking knees and backs,
the failing eyes, the weight of colostomy bags ar ound ankles; it
felt as if the world was against us. The ‘Old’ team consisted of
WOL1 Si Joyce , SSgt Daz Whatmough and CPOs Clarke and
Gary Booth pitched against the ‘Bold’ team of PO Ben
Crowther and CPOs Wyche, Graham Baxter and Grant
Houlston .

So, on with game number one. The object of the game; to make
your way from one end of the ‘pitch’ to the other using any
means of cover available and kick over your opponents dustbin
without getting shot - simple. Or not so, if the weight of the pea-
shooter is only adding to that of your beer gut and you'd rather
just carry a bag of paint balls and thr ow them at your opponents
because it would be mor e effective. Still, off we went as WO1
Joyce remained on stag by the bin, willing to defend it to the
death. No need however, as the left and right flanking
manoeuvres coupled with a full-on central attack, with covering
fire performed to near-perfection by the Oldies pr ovided a
surprise win. We smashed them with such ruthless efficiency that
we shocked ourselves. Beginners’ luck, we imagined. 1 -0 to
the Oldies.

We took a 5 minute smoke break, discussed a few “tactics’,
reloaded and re-gassed our weapons paint ball markers and
prepared ourselves for the inevitable onslaught. We changed
ends, changed our team ‘positions’ and pr epared for the worst.
But unfortunately for the whipper snappers, we pulled it out of the
bag again! Once more, a bit of covering fire, a touch of patience,
some unwieldy ducking and diving (all in slow time of course) and
a few lumbering moves between cover, and their bin was on its
side again. 2 — 0 to the Oldies.

Unflinching, steady as a rock, professional and absolutely
shafted, the Oldies went on to win the next two games despite
taking a few hits. | can personally vouch for the fact that ‘puny
little paintball’s DO hurt! Most notable of all though was the sight
of WO1 Joyce and CPO Booth, conducting a ‘pair’ s fire and
manoeuvre’ covering almost the full length of the pitch in the thir d
match. | had my mobile at the ready to call the Med Centre for
some oxygen, but thankfully it wasn’ t required 4 — 0 to the
Oldies.

This ‘Old v. Bold’ theme might hopefully become a r egular theme
for TRF competitive events. The only downside is that it' s hard
work making the young look so bad! Next up — Go Karting?! In
summary, Ay Nik Paintball Club provided us with two hours of
amazing (albeit childish) fun and is a fantastic facility. Everybody
thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon and even the Royal Navy
managed to surprise with their war cries and ‘gung ho’ attitude!
Many thanks to Sgt Mulcahy who managed to babysit us
through a two-hour session all on his own.

The TRF paintball team
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EXERCISE MERCURY SNOW RIDER 1 - by Cpl Gudger

The end of week one, which saw the respective skill groups hone
their skills, commenced with the qualifying stages for the slalom
races the following week. Despite the weak legs and punished
liver, the entire JSSU(Cyp) team (well apart fom FIt Lt Tony Ward
who was out broken ribs) qualified with Sig Leeming in the
beginner race and WO1(FoS) Tibbetts , Capt Bangurah , Capt
Glover and Cpl Gudger making the final 32 for the intermediate
race.

The slalom race pits 2 riders head to head against each other on
a downhill course carving to negotiate the flags. It was supposed
to commence on Monday, however due to a heavy dump of snow
racing was cancelled. This was also the case on Tuesday, how
unfortunate(!). So instead of racing we had two days to ourselves
to explore the mountain. Due to the heavy snowfall the off piste
areas were awesome. It was everyone'’s chance to practice new
tricks, 180’'s, 360’s, jumps, grabs and face-plants. No joke, these
two days were probably the best for boar ding, plenty of laughs
and pictures and floating on the fresh snow (if you have not tried
it your seriously missing out).

On Wednesday the knockout slalom racing started, and the
racers were whittled down from 32 to the winner. Unfortunately
from 2 timed runs WOZ1(FoS) Tibbetts , Capt Bangurah and Capt
Glover failed to qualify for the Intermediate

Leeming was seeded 13 and in the intermediate/advanced race
Capt Glover seeded 14, Cpl Gudger 16, Capt Bangurah 19 and
WO1(FoS) Tibbetts 33. Unfortunately WO1(FoS) Tibbetts did
not making the cut. At the end of the day and after a few local
beers with our Austrian friend Marcus, boards were waxed and
edges sharpened for the next day’s battle.

The last day of snowboarding could not have been better. A
proper blue bird day with the sun blazing, a crisp br eeze and a
race, quality! After a bit of sun cream and the loss of heavy
jackets racing commenced. With the support of WOZ1(FoS)
Tibbetts and Flt Lt Ward our spirits were high. Cpl Gudger was
the first up against four other riders, a smooth run saw him finish
2nd behind the number 1 seed. A few races on Capts Bangurah
and Glover went head-to-head in the same race. A very fast and
close contest with what some observers would maybe say was
dirty tactics employed, r esulted in Capt Glover finishing 2nd, just
edging Capt Bangurah out into 3rd, which meant he failed to
qualify for the final 16. Sig Leeming was next in the beginner’s
race; but despite a brave and gutsy run and also due to a few
ringers, he didn’t make it to the next round.

So to the final 16, Cpl Gudger was up first, a bad start out of the
blocks resulted in his elimination from the competition. Next up,
Capt Glover against some seasoned riders. He ran a good race
and pushed his board close to it's limits and while in 3rd place,
unbelievably, both of his feet left his board,

final 16. However Cpl Gudger qualified but
was knocked out in the next round and did not
reach the final 8. Sig Leeming got through
the beginner first round but despite a valiant
effort never got through to the second. As a
result of Monday and Tuesday’s snowfall the
competitions had to be condensed with the
Slope Style event being the casualty.
However the blue ribbon event, the Boarder
Cross stayed with qualifying on Thursday and
racing on the final day, Friday.

The prospect of qualifying and racing the
Boarder Cross was daunting to say the least.
A very steep, fast and narrow course put
everyone on edge to start with. Everyone had

this resulted in him running over the finishing
line with his board above his head in a comical
‘Cool Runnings’ style, a real highlight! The last
event will remain in everyone’s mind due to the
mix of fear, excitement and enjoyment of
participating in the Boar der Cross.

That night over a few Steigls and weisenbeers
the awards were presented for the various
disciplines. Unfortunately the JSSU(Cyp)
team didn’t pick up any trophies to return to
Cyprus with. However the exercise saw us gel
as a team through respect, teamwork and
organisation, as well as improving our own
individual skills. However the award for the
team that put away the most drink will r emain

to navigate the course twice during the
qualifying sessions, with the fastest time
resulting in your seeding. With the qualifying done the knockout
races began. This involved four riders, (yes four riders!) racing
next to each other battling down the course to finish in the top 2
to qualify for the next round. In the beginners category Sig

Cpl Gudger doing a board grab

disputed until next year’'s competition.

Friday and Saturday saw the JSSU(Cyp) team celebrate an
awesome exercise in Zell am See and Vienna respectively by
taking in the sights and completing an absolutely enjoyable
exercise in Austria. Anyway whose round is it?

ADVENTURE TRAINING

EXERCISE TIGER STRIPES

3 REGIMENT ARMY TRAINING CENTRE (ATC) PIRBRIGHT

CO Lt Col RS Hourahane
Wing OC Capt (MMA) Field

EXERCISE TIGER STRIPES 10 — ALBERTA, CANADA
- by LCpl Schofield

Ex TIGER STRIPES is a level thee adventure training ex run by
Soldier Development Wing (SDW) of 3 Regt ATC Pirbright. The
12 day expedition to Alberta, Canada, was or ganised and led by
WO1 (SMI) Mark Hedge APTC.

Early hours of Monday morning saw SDW, which comprised a
mixture of cap badges and civilian staf f; embark on the
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emotionally long journey to Trails End Camp (TEC). On arrival,
staff from the camp took us thr ough an induction process and
rewarded us with a long awaited hot meal befor e turning in.

After a night's sleep, the group was recovered and enthused for
the day ahead, with Cpl Chris Walsh and Sgt Glen Batty APTC
starting the day with a punishing cir cuit to make up for missing a
day’s training. Vehicle and area familiarisation was the aim of the
day with WO2 (QMSI) Russ Sinclair APTC setting the standard
(albeit a low one) for the rest of us, and a chance to sample the
nearby town of Canmore. Canmore is a small town that is
surrounded by the Canadian Rocky Mountains, including the
famous Three Sisters. It has a friendly atmosphere; so much so
that a handful of the group felt it was rude not to stay into the
evening and get some local knowledge.
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First day of ice climbing started of f with some
unexpected scrambling whilst trying to locate
the planned venue for the day, Grotto Canyon.
Once found, the instructors set up top r opes
and showed us some basic techniques to
develop on. With most of us being climbing
instructors, the expectation was that it was
going to be easy, but we quickly found that this
was not the case as some ungraceful climbing
and lots of ‘below’ shouting occurr ed,
highlighted when Cpl Aaron Mitfor d REME
sustained the first lead climb fall of the ex. On
the other hand Cpl Curtis Cumberbatch 1
Royal Anglians took to it like a fish to water and
was soon trying his hand at leading.

The following day ‘the Junk Yard’ was used as
our venue choice. A huge frozen waterfall that
took everyone’s breath away and provided a
great view of the surrounding area. Due to a
higher density of water in the ice, parts
fractured on contact, causing a lot of ice
shooting down the hill. First casualty of that
was when Cpl Ruby Dalton RLC became
stunned after being hit by a large piece of ice

on the nose, leaving a nasty gash. In the

afternoon we went to the ‘Old Spaghetti Factory’ in Banf f for a
group meal and a pool competition, which left a lot of us feeling
hustled by the MAA Capt Mark Field APTC and IO Alan Giles.

Third day into the climbing and everyones technique had visibly
improved and given a taste of lead climbing. To get a deeper
insight of the Canadian Rockies we took a look at the visitor
centre, where a video and a range of stuffed animals were on
offer, which meant we were able to see what coming face to face
with a grizzly bear would be like. In the evening 10 Clair
Samsom , Glenn Batty and Mark Field visited the natural hot
springs in Banff to relax their aching muscles.

Half way through the exped, a well deserved R&R day is granted
to give members time to do personal admin and r est their
battered body’s. For this day most of the group decided to go
Banff to do a spot of gift shopping, pr eceded by watching a live
band play into the early hours.

The following day it was back to ice climbing at ‘Heart Cr eek
Trail. The frozen waterfalls were a 45 minute walk away, which
turned out to be mor e dangerous than the day’s activity for Cpl
Ross Anderson (RLC) after falling over four times due to the
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large amount of black ice along the trail. It was straight back to
lead climbing, with the added challenge of bringing a partner up
before abseiling back down. The week had finally caught up with
us, so an early bedtime all round was in order.

On day 8 we went to Evan-Thomas Creek to climb ‘Chantilly
Falls’, which was noticeably higher (100m) than anything we had
climbed so far as it was our first day of multi-pitching. It gave us
a good reminder to secure your kit whilst climbing as Russ
Sinclair dropped one of his axes and had to go back down two
pitches to retrieve it, much to the amusement of the group. As a
gesture of good will for using TEC facilities, we invited the camp
staff out for dinner and a few drinks. For this we took a trip to
‘Ducks on the Roof’ restaurant/sports bar that came highly
recommend amongst the locals.

After a heavy nights snow fall the journey to the planned climbing
venue was a slippery affair so the exped leader Mark Hedge
made the call to change venue, especially after the guide book
mentions the area has a high risk of avalanches. Instead we went
back to the Junk Yard to lead a multi-pitch r oute round the corner
of where we had previously top roped some routes. The thick
layer of snow made it a bit harder to confirm a solid strike on the
ice, but that didn’ t stop Glenn Batty s destructive path up to the
top.

For our last day of climbing we went back to Gr otto canyons falls.
The temperature had dropped dramatically since the start of the
week so most doubled up on the gloves and tried to keep

moving. Whist climbing to the top, strange noises came fr om the
ice that we hadn’t heard before, which set the alarm bells ringing
for the instructors to get a better look at the state of the ice
before continuing. On closer inspection, lar ge fracture lines were
occurring so we had to r etreat off the ice quickly as it could
collapse at any point! After the day’s epic, we cleaned out
accommodation, vehicles and packed r eady for our transfers to
the airport.

We arrived at the airport in good time and wer e in high sprits to
get back and see friends and family, but had a major set back
when it was announced the plane was out of use and a new one
had to be flown in from Vancouver causing a five hour delay. We
were picked up from Heathrow around 1600hrs and brought back
to camp. Completely exhausted, but very happy .

Many thanks to the expedition leader WO1 (SMI) Hedge for
organising Ex Tiger Stripes 10 for the wing and Trails End camp
staff for accommodating us. This trip opened everyone’ s eyes to
what ice climbing and winter mountaineering is all about, gained
valuable skills and bonded us closer as a team. A thumbs up all
round!
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EXERCISE FROSTY TIGER

- by Sgt Salter

Despite a busy year for HQ SOInC (A), a handful of the military
personnel managed to squeeze in a weeks adventure training
skiing on Stubaier Glacier, Austria. The first few days were spent
on a long drive to Austria, via the channel tunnel and a cosy ‘no
expense spared’ B&B in Germany! Although I'm still trying to find
the JPA code for claiming the 50 cents fee for the numer ous toilet
stops at the services en route.

We arrived at the accommodation in Neustift by the end of day 2,
with WO2 (SSM) ‘Lady of the Manor’ Hawtr ee securing the
most salubrious accommodation for herself and she set up her
boudoir. Unfortunately for WO2 Hawtr ee the shared ablutions
were close by, which whilst convenient did have its own down
sides.

On day 3 we drove to the majestic view of the Stubaier glacier
which would be our home for the coming week. The gr oup
separated into two syndicates; Basic Ski Pr oficiency (Alpine)
(BSP(A)) and Ski Bur Proficiency (STP). I'm sure that the word
‘basic’ and ‘never skied befor e’ hadn’t registered with the
instructors as | was shoved down a Red slope on my second day
which led to a shining black eye and a ringing head for several
hours. Also Maj ‘pole destr oyer’ Boag broke his first of many
ski poles with some impr essive creaming-in using the novel
approach to stopping by using his head as a braking mechanism.

Stubaier Glacier — Austria

By the fourth day of skiing the STP group progressed onto off-
piste, steep gullies inaccessible to mer e mortals — led by the
intrepid ski instructor SIO Mark Geddes . Although it was a
challenging day and a few bruises were picked up along the way
it was also a rewarding one. That evening we had a BBQ
conveniently co-located on the pr emises of the local pub (The
Dorf). Some pressed on into the evening at the local
‘discothéque’ which was ‘ladies night’, however this also
coincided with ‘OAPSs’ night and no one had told the ladies that it
was their night to be out, everyone’s a winner!

The following day Capt Murray ‘arranged’ a late start by leaving
his boots at the bottom of the glacier , and unfortunately avoided
the warm-up! | pulled a joker this day due to my eye swelling up
larger than my head; | would have needed two ski helmets and a
bag of stupidity to attempt the slopes that day . We decided to
have one meal out as a group during the week and chose an
authentic Austrian restaurant. The food was excellent; however
the free schnapps at the end of the meal was of questionable
quality following the over-bearing negotiating methods of our
exped leader.

Over the course of the week both groups gained a firm grasp of

their ski skills, the STP students skied up a hill (yes, it is possible)
and the BSP'’s fell over less. WO2 (SSM) Butler pulled his joker
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due to bruised inter costals from a previous cream-in (which
slashed WO2 Nobles posh new ski pants), and WO2 (SSM)
Hawtr ee had a major crash on a very steep downhill slope which
involved her eating a lot of snow.

Capt Murray — preparing to move off down the slope

By the end of the ski phase Capt Taylor had fought off fierce
competition to gain the pr estigious top student awar d and Maj
Gurung achieved the highest number of smashes on the slopes,
although he always sprang up again. The last two days involved
a long drive back to Blandfor d, especially those in the ‘limited to
60mph’ mini-bus. Due to heavy snow and a cunning initial short
cut that didn’ t prove to be so short the jour ney took a mere 24
hours! Overall though everyone had a great time with the
novice’s leaving the slopes as reasonable skiers and the STP
students developing their of f-piste skills. Not bad for a week at
work!

Maj Stanford (left) and Lt Col Hudson (right) show that it's not all
hard work on the slopes
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SPORT

EXERCISE MERCUR Y SNOW RIDER

- by Capt Johns

Almost a hundred members of the Corps descended on the
picturesque Alpine town of Rauris in March to compete in the
inaugural independent Royal Signals Snowboarding
Championship.

For years snowboarding has been seen as a tag-along event to
the more established winter sport of Alpine skiing and has until
now struggled to gain the funding and support of senior of ficers
that an Army sport needs in order to flourish.

All this has now changed. 2010 has seen the landscape of winter
sports within the Corps completely r edrawn with Ex Mercury
Snow Rider attracting mor e competitors and mor e success than
its older, more traditional brother.

The aims of the Royal Signals Snowboarding committee are far
from modest. The Corps is already well represented at Army level
and they are keen to develop a team that will be cr owned Army
champions within the next few years. They are looking to push
forward their more talented riders towards inter-service and
national success, with one or two riders alr eady representing the
Corps at inter-service level.

“We have an abundance of talent within the Corps” said
committee secretary WO2 (RQMS) Graham, "over the next few
years, operational commitments pending, we plan to develop this
talent and continue to gr ow the sport within the Corps.

Producing an Army champion is well within our grasp with
talented riders such as Sgt Mulligan already competing at a very
high level. We are gaining on the REME, our biggest rivals, every
year.”

TRAINING

This year's competitors could have been for given for thinking they
had turned up at the Winter Olympics village when they
eventually reached the Schénblick Resort in the Pinzgau region of
Austria. This brand new four-star complex complete with
swimming pools, hot-tubs, saunas and steam r ooms was a
welcome departure from the youth hostels and home-stays used
in previous years. Each apartment boasted beautiful mountain
vistas, plasma screen televisions and Wi-Fi internet access. The
perfect surroundings to relax after a day on the mountain and
thanks to the extremely accommodating management team has
secured itself as the home of Royal Signals Snowboarding for the
foreseeable future at least.

Not as crowded or expansive as the

For those with a little mor e experience, after a day of getting re-
familiarised with snowboar ding, Ripstar started to put each gr oup
through its paces. Increasing speed and control were the main
emphasis at first before moving on to slalom race techniques.

A heavy dump of snow towar ds the end of the week gave the
perfect opportunity to practice some powder riding of f piste; an
experience more akin to surfing than winter sports with the boar d
feeling as if it is almost floating over the foot-deep loose snow
below. However, one sloppy move can see the rider spent the
next ten minutes increase his body temperature two-fold making
snow angels trying to get back up again..

Jumps and grabs were the next topic on the syllabus as the
intermediate and the advanced riders prepared for the board park
and the freestyle competition. It was training for this notoriously
dangerous event that saw the first, and most serious, visit to the
‘Krankenhaus’ involving a helicopter, a broken shoulder and some
concussion. Unfortunately injuries of this natur e come with the
sport, and there were several more visitors to the hospital befor e
the fortnight was over.

As well as slalom and freestyle training, some groups moved on
to training for the Boarder-X; the premier event which combines
speed, stability and guts in a four man battle to get down a steep
and icy track ahead of the other competitors.

Such was the level of enthusiasm within the camp that after the
instructors had finished for the day most boar ders were in the
mood to get in a few mor e runs to practice what they had lear nt
before the light failed for the day.

After a hard week of training every boarder had earned a day off
to rest their aching bodies and re-wax and sharpen their boards.
Away from the slopes there was plenty to keep people
entertained, from Rudi’'s specialty ‘Jager-Bombs’ at the
Schonblick bar to night-sledging at the other end of the valley .

Snowboarding is a dangerous sport. Skill will get a boar der so
far, but guts and being able to over come the fear of the pain that
falling at speed can cause are key to winning. With the more
experienced riders topping speeds of 50 MPH on the track and
even more off it, catching an edge in the ice can cause a lot of
injury. Any sport requiring such a degree of courage and
determination is excellent in terms of military training.

THE RACING

The second week started with qualification for the Slalom. All fit

neighbouring Kaprun or Zell-Am-See,
Rauris is perfect for training and
competing, and the snow conditions wer e
favourable. The first week was dedicated
to training under the experienced hand of
Ripstar, the Dutch company made up of
some of the country’s best boarders
(including a national champ), whose task
was to prepare each rider for the following
week’s competition.

For those starting out in the sport the first

boarders attempted the course, and the
results determined who would race who in
the Dual Slalom. With a very tight field, it
was 10 Sig Regt that came out on top

with a one-two finish for LCpl Ronner and
Capt Davies .

Despite the superiority of 10 Sig Regt in
qualifying, it was Cpl Mof fat of 1 ADSR
that took the Dual Slalom trophy. Cpl
Turvey, also of 1 ADSR took the female
event whilst Sig Sheard (30 Sig Regt)
narrowly beat Capt Ross (11 Sig Regt)to

few days were spent on the nursery slope
learning the fundamentals of board control.
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Cpl Alan Moffat demonstrates the racing line on
the Dual Slalom

take the novice prize. LCpl Potter of 3
Div picked up the female novice tr ophy.
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up the boards and get ready for the prize giving by Lt Col Knott ,
the Chairman of Royal Signals Snowboarding. The following day
would see each team start the long jour ney back to barracks.

A close run race for the ladies final in the Dual Slalom

As the week progressed the weather deteriorated rapidly. After
the best part of 48 hours of snow and almost zer o visibility it
became unfeasible to run the freestyle event. Once the weather
eased, the Boarder-X track was recovered from beneath a foot of
fresh snow and qualification began. Each rider was given two
runs to try and get a time good enough to qualify for the grand
final on the last day of the championships.

Despite being told repeatedly that this was the Corps Snowboard
Camp Brig Richardson couldn’t leave his skis at home

On the final day, with the heats decided fr om qualification, the
most exciting event was set to start. Four riders in each heat
took to the start posts to pr opel themselves down the mountain
as fast as possible. The winner would be the one that made the
least mistakes whilst maintaining a terrifying speed. After some
excellent riding and some spectacular falls, the four finals had
been decided.

The male final saw LCpl Keen (2 Sig Regt), LCpl Ronner , Cpl
Moffat and Sig Pittam line up at the top of the mountain. All
riders went flat out for victory , but there was only ever going to be
one winner with Sig Pittam managing to take the best line early
on leaving his rivals playing catch up for the rest of the run.

Cpl Turvey was the hands down

Keen competitors get a little too close in the mens novice boardercross

heats

When it all goes wrong

A huge amount had been achieved at this year's championship.
The event was a resounding success, proving that it is more than
feasible for snowboarding to be separated from skiing within the
Corps. Those who had never strapped on a board before were
now competent boar ders and those with experience had pushed
themselves further than they thought they could. Several stars
for the future had been identified and the future of Royal Signals
Snowboarding is looking very bright

winner in the female category
despite stiff competition from Cpl
Walker of 252 Sig Sgn and Sig
Jones of 209 Sig Sqn.

The novices provided an
impressively high level of
competition demonstrating how
much they had improved over the
last fortnight. Sig Sheard again
beat Capt Ross to the finish line in
the male novice race, and LCpl
Potter managed to come out on
top against Capt Frost of 200 Sig
San.

With the final event over it was time

indeed.

Anyone interested in becoming
involved in Royal Signals
Snowboarding should contact WO2
(RQMS) Graham on 94777 2261.

THANKS

SSgt Davies has been instrumental
over the years in developing
snowboarding within the Royal
Corps of Signals. He retires from
the Army this year after seeing the
labours of his hard work eventually
come to fruition in the form of a
highly successful first independent

to head back to the resort to pack
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The Ladies Novice Boardercross gets heated

Royal Signals Snowboarding
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Championship. All those involved in the sport within the Corps
thank him for all that he has done over the years and wish him all

the best in the future. Event Position | Name Unit
RESULTS Male Dual Slalom 1st Sig Sheard 30 Sig Regt
2nd Capt Ross 11 Sig Regt
Event Position | Name unit Female Dual Slalom| 1st LCpl Potter 3 Div
Male Dual Slalom | 1st Cpl Mof fatt 1 Div ond Capt Frost 200 Sig Sgn
2nd LCpl Ronner 10 Sig Regt 3rd Sgt Roberts
3rd LCpl Drabble |DSG NORTH Male SBX 1st Sig Sheard |30 Sig Regt
Female Dual Slalom| 1st Cpl Turvey 1 Div 2nd Capt Ross 11 Sig Regt
2nd Cpl Walker 252 Sig Sgn 3rd Cpl Tideswell
3rd Sig Jones 19 Lt Bde Female SBX 1st Capt Frost 200 Sig Sgn
Male SBX st |sigPitam |3 Div 2nd | Sgt Roberts
ond Cpl Mof fatt 1 Div 3rd Sig Stewart 19 Lt Bde
) Male O I 1st Sig Sheard 30 Sig Regt
3rd LCpl Ronner | 10 Sig Regt ale Dvera S g Shear '9 "9
- 2nd Capt Ross 11 Sig Regt
Female SBX 1st Cpl Turvey 1 Div
3rd Cpl Tideswell
2nd Sig Jones 19 Lt Bde
Female Overall 1st Capt Frost 200 Sig Sgn
3rd Cpl Walker 252 Sig Sgn
2nd Sgt Roberts
Male Overall 1st Cpl Mof fatt 1 Div -
3rd Sig Stewart 19 Lt Bde
2nd LCpl Ronner | 10 Sig Regt Under 21 Sig Pittam 3 Div
8rd | Sig Pittam |3 Div Veteran WO?2 Fisher |11 Sig Regt
Female Overall 1st Cpl Turvey 1 Div Riders Rider Cpl Miller 19 Lt Bde
2nd Cpl Walker 252 Sig Sgn Overall Team 1st 10 Sig Regt
3rd Sig Jones 19 Lt Bde 2nd 2 Sig Regt

FORCES WAVESAILING CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Forces Wavesailing Championships 2010 were held for the
second time in the Welsh windsurfing Mecca of Rhosneigr,
Anglesey. Rhosniegr is a great summertime seaside resort, with a
large sandy bay and rugged Welsh scenery. However, in March
it's a little less appealing and the sailors who made the long tr ek,
over 6 hours from the South of England, were treated to rain,
freezing cold water and, most importantly , some pretty decent
wind and waves.

The Royal Signals were represented at the event by windsurfing
team member SSgt Rob Hickley . Monday of the competition
was put aside for general sailing and training to allow people to
tweak kit and shake out the cobwebs after a long period of cold
windless weather. The wind didn’t want to play the easy start
game however and delivered a solid Force 6 with head high
waves to go with it. The shakeout day tur ned into a survival day
but it was a great start to the week. Tuesday bought light winds
and some light wind fr eestyle heats were held. On Wednesday
the wind filled in with a vengeance and both classes in the
competition wer e completed in some good conditions with plenty
of forward and backward loops and good wave riding on display .
An expression session was held on Thursday in lighter winds and
Friday saw a good day’s sailing, more focussed on coaching and
improving sailor’s skills.
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Overall, the week was another great success. SSgt Hickley won
his discipline beating another Army sailor by half a point in the
final. Despite the standard being very high Army sailors managed
to claim top places in all the disciplines. Any windsurfers of all
levels in the Corps who are either keen to progress into the
waves or who are already competent wavesailors should put
March 2011 in their diaries as it is an outstanding event to be
involved in.

SSgt Hickley catching some air
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THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIA TION

Patr on: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals
Chairman: Brig NF W ood

Welfare Secretary

Association Office Tel (mil) (9)4371 2089
RHQ Royal Signals Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089
Col (Retd) Terry Canham Blandford Camp Email: welfare@oyalsignals.mod.uk
Tel: 01258 482081 Blandford Forum Membership Secretary
Dorset Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090
DT11 8RH - Tel (civ) 01258 482090
www .royalsignlalsassociation.co.uk Email: rsa@oyalsignals.mod.uk

General Secr etary and T reasur er: Col (Retd) T Canham
Assistant General Secr etary: Maj (Retd) IN Gr eig
Welfar e Secr etary: Mrs L Sizeland

Maj(Retd) lan Geei Membership Secr etary: Mr PJ Cuckow Mr Peter Cuckow
aj(Retd) lan Greig .
Tel: 01258 482082 Tel: 01258 482090
Branch Af fairs. Peter Green is the new Secretary of the Hull Sgt Neal Cumberland 1988-02
Branch and can be contacted on; 01482-354 384. Tony Mullin is Sgt Brian Cable 1976-91
the new Secretary of the Liverpool Branch and can be contacted WO2 Neil Cooper 1982-05
on; 0151-6770506. WO1 Mike Cole 1974-98
Lt Alan Crusher 1967-73
Annual Reunion. This will probably be too late for most, but Cpl Paul Clayton 1978-95
those planning to attend the RSA reunion at Blandford 19-20 Cpl Mick Chant 1977-89
June, should be aware that without having their name on the LCpl Nick Rodda 1991-05
master nominal roll (held by Assn HQ), they could be denied Sig Wayne Clarke 1990-95
access into Camp by the Guard. Those wishing to watch the Sig Garry Clark 1978-83
Princess Royal Day Parade on the Sat morning, should take their Sig Richy Donaldson 1991-96
seat by 1015 hrs, after which there will be no access to the Sig Sharon Dix 1991-94
stands or surrounding area until after the Royal Salute c1040 hrs. Sig Colin Downey 1988-95
LCpl Sara Elliott 1997-06
Remembrance Day Parade. As | write this (13 May), | still have Sig Jamie Emett 1999-04
a few tickets left for the Cenotaph Parade at Whitehall on Sun 14 LCpl Mark Etienne 2002-07
Nov 2010. RSA Life Members who wish to march with the Corps Sgt Ryan Evans 1995-date
contingent, should contact me soonest. Sgt Gary Exton 1981-93
WO2 Trevor Evans 2001-date SHAPE
Donations. Those with Internet facilities may wish to know that SSgt Si Ferrer 1986-09
donations to the Royal Signals Benevolent Fund can now be LCpl Peter Fagg 1992-00
made online. Go to; www.justgiving.com/rsbf/Donate Sgt Marl Fielding 1991-date
2Lt David Giles 1954-56
New Life Members. The following Life Members have been Cpl Paul Grant 1996-06
enrolled since the last issue of The Wire:- LCpl Neil Harrison 1978-88
Sig David Hewitt 1988-94
Rank/Name Service Branch/Unit Cpl Steve Humm 1981-91
LCpl Alison Hickman 1980-85
Capt Richar d Faramus 1986-date  HQ SOINC(A) Sgt Daniel Hayden 1975-89
Sig Michael Holmes 1957-59 Sig Jamie Henley 1998-04
Sig Craig Gibbs 2002-date 22 Sig Regt Cpl Dave Honeywill 1989-05
Cpl Doug Laker 1949-53 Air Fmn Sigs Assn Sig Roy Heathcote 1985-94
Sgt Ted Baker 1945-47 Sig Jacqueline Hoe 1983-87
Sgt David Abbott 1975-88 Sig Sean Hughes 1997-01
WO1 Mark Anderson 1978-10 Cpl Ray Harrison 1992-date
Sig Al Aston 1999-06 Sig Chris Jones 2002-07
Cpl Shaun Allsopp 1992-99 Sig Dave Jackson 2000-06
SSgt Mark Appleby 1990-06 Cpl Craig Jones 1993-date
Sgt Roland Anderson 1979-91 WO1 Mick Johnson 1983-07
Sgt Phil Baker 1972-83 Sgt Chris Kelly 1991-01
Sig Sharr on Brewer 1991-97 SSgt Clive Kitchener 1984-07
Cpl Paul Blake 1980-90 Sig Steven Kelly 1998-09
LCpl Julie Bennett 1983-89 LCpl Gary Kinsey 1977-04
Sig Ricar do Butler 2007-09 Cpl Kimberley Kent 1991-00
Sgt Brian Bur ns 1974-93 SSgt John Laf fey 1980-02
Cpl Gloria Bur ns 1975-86 Sig Mark Lewin 1990-97
Sig Chris Beckett 1989-93 Sig Chris Lowe 1978-81
Sig Andy Clif f 1975-79 SSgt Ritchie Lees 1987-date 628 Sig Tp
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Capt Kerry Levins
Sgt Karl Lewis

LCpl Rick Lightfoot
Sig Lee Lello

Cpl Kevin Mooney
Sig Faye Maylam
LCpl David Morris
SSgt Graham McMillan
Sig Simon McKinna
WQO2 John Morgan
LCpl Jim MacCuaig
Sig David Martin

Sig Lee Naylor

Sgt lan Nichols

Cpl Peter O'Sullivan
Cpl Graham Oldfield
Sig Brian Olive

Sig Nick O'Neill

Cpl Gary O’'Brien
WOQO2 lan Outterson
SSgt Phil Oulton
Sgt Jim Pearsall
Capt Br endan Plant
Sig Helen Quigley
Sgt Gor don Rigg
Cpl Andr ew Rosser
Sgt Michael Rankin
Cpl David Robinson
Cpl Duncan Ray

Lt lan Rose

Sgt Andy Richar ds
Sig Tracey Richar ds
Cpl Tony Rutter

Cpl Daniel Robertson
Sig Darr en Swales
SSgt Andy Simmons
SSgt Adrian Sims
LCpl Adrian Saxby
WO2 Chris Stuart
Cpl Eddie Smith

Cpl Kier on Thorpe
LCpl Rhiannon Thomas
WO2 Trevor Tomkins
LCpl Wally Thor nhill
Sig Maria T uck
WO2 Peter Tasker
Cpl Norrie T ait

Sgt Leigh Tyrrell
Cpl Martin T rotman
Sgt lain W allace

Cpl Stuart W alker
Sgt John Wightman
Sig Alan Ward

LCpl Nigel W ells
Sgt Ron Wildman
WOL1 Gary Waters
LCpl Mark W ain
Cpl Glenn W alker
SSgt Ann Vardy
SSgt Paul Youd
LCpl Gavin Y oung
Sig Paul Yardy
Capt Mike Zazzi
SSgt Joe Raine

Cpl Dennis W ells
Cpl Steven Murray
SSgt Carl Smales
WQO2 Mick Holloway
Sig Darr en Paine
Sgt Paul Salmon

1990-99
1985-10
1986-00
1990-96
1969-78
1992-96
1994-99
1974-97
1988-94
1963-95
1981-93
1980-89
1986-91
1996-08
1988-96
1982-96
1980-90
1985-90
1986-97
1980-07
1988-date
1991-date
1989-date
1992-95
1978-92
1988-00
1990-10
1974-84
1978-89
1963-70
1992-date
1989-94
1980-92
1999-date
1992-96
1991-date
1985-08
1973-84
1988-date
2003-08
1983-92
1984-89
1990-date
1954-56
1987-97
1979-03
1971-87
1993-date
1992-04
1997-date
1996-date
1979-10
1985-94
1998-05
1963-67
1975-04
1976-90
1989-05
1988-00
1979-05
2001-08
1979-87
2000-date
1979-date
1971-81
1986-date
1978-00
1988-10
1984-90
1977-88

LCpl Tracey Grace(Smith) 1991-97

LCpl Greig Saddington
Sig Peter Davis

Sgt David Villers

Sig David Ames

Sig Andr ew Brown
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2002-10
1954-56
1963-79
1970-74
1998-04

7 ABSS

2 Sig Regt

16 Sig Regt

102 Log Bn Sig Sgn

RSS

Rotherham Branch

Sig Neil Ruddick

Sgt Chris Bean

Sig Kevin Nolan

Sgt Fred Webber

Cpl J Spencer

SSgt Norman Cr ossley
Sgt Alan Rooney

Sig George Br otherston
WO1 Kevin Winkles
Cpl Mick Kelly

Sgt Michael Gr een
Sgt Martin Hudson
Sig Chris Harrington
Sgt Paul Bond

Cpl Paul Findlay

Sig Terence Gar ner
LCpl Lee Grif fiths

Sig Alan Rayner

Cpl Jason Thompson
Sgt Peter McCormick
Sgt Collin Fox

Sig Martin Fallon

Capt Car oline Romans
SSgt Roy Romans
Maj Fiona Fr eely

Sig Michael Dibble
LCpl Dean Andr ews
Cpl Keith Br odie

Sig Stewart Dews
LCpl lan Pr octor

LCpl Andy Knight
LCpl Bob Capper

Cpl Nigel Hillman

Sig Mark Stevenson
LCpl Wesley Doyle
Cpl Kevin Hunter

Maj John W atson

Sig Colin Oxtoby

SSgt John Kelly

Sig Colin Campbell
Sig Malcolm Masters
Sgt Sandie Glover
SSgt Adi Duplock

Sgt Mark Deeley

LCpl Sydney Edge
SSgt Phil Howes

SSgt Martin Far nfield
Sig Roger Baines
LCpl Howar d Trust
Sig Graham Christian
Sgt Mike W eeks

Capt DC Hill

Sig Wayne Jones

Cpl Edmund Pemberton
Sgt Philip Foyle

Sig Michael Gladwyn
Maj David Stubbs

Col Ber nard Allen
LCpl Kate Davies

Sig David Davies

Cpl Chris Evans

Maj William Robinson MBE
Sgt Damian Dix

Sgt Jim Donnelly
SSgt Craig Dudley
Sig Kevin Newton

Sgt Duncan MacPherson
Sig John Light

Sgt Stephen Bishoprick
Sig Jim Jobling

Sgt lan Gr eenfield

Sig Ronnie Corbett
Cpl David McGaughey
Sig Seamus Daly
SSgt Brian Wheatley
Sgt Leslie Stephenson

1958-63
1975-87
1977-82
1950-64
1958-64
1968-91

Berwick on Tweed Br

Beverley Ex-Boys Assn
Sale Branch

1992-2002

1971-79
1977-00
1959-68
1971-93
1971-88
1990-97
1988-98
2002-date
1976-82
1995-08
1998-06
1985-89
1979-91
1967-77
2000-03
1989-99
1989-05
1988-01
1983-88
1991-00
1982-93
1974-77
1978-92
1980-87
1978-88
1975-86
1987-92
1999-10
1972-83
1967-96
1980-85
1988-10
1944-47
1957-60
1987-01
1985-date
1979-89
1944-47
1987-date
1987-10
1962-67
1986-00
1994-02
1980-06
1987-92
2005-10
1959-65
1990-date
1992-93
1954-91
1954-85
1992-98
1994-98
2001-10
1951-70
1990-date
1977-89
1986-10
1990-96
1973-89
1965-68
1980-05
1966-77
1998-10
1986-94
1974-87
1980-91
1966-93
1975-97

Darlington Branch

East London Branch

3 Div Sig Regt

Liverpool Branch
Liverpool Branch

RSS

Darlington Branch
Darlington Branch
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Cpl Alan Johnson 1998-10

Cpl David T odd 1985-98
LCpl Kevin Grigg 1984-89
Sig Harry Courtney 1972-81
SSgt Kevin Bailey 1975-93
LCpl Stephen Shaw 1982-93
Sig Susan Farr ell(Cox) 1978-80
Cpl Ron Short 1953-63 Beverley Ex-Boys Assn
Sgt Andy Maynar d 1982-93
Sig Bill McIntosh 1966-75
Cpl David Ogley 1974-81
Sig Brendan Kinahan 1990-98
Cpl Andr ew Heath 1984-00
LCpl Luke W ardle 2004-10
WOQ?2 Steve Prendergast 1987-10
Cpl Adrian W orsdall 1993-02

Sgt Tony Davies 1987-date USSO(G)

DONATIONS

S Clout £ 20.00
Bedford Branch RSA £ 50.00
Exmouth Branch RSA £100.00
Reading Branch RSA £200.00
Donations in memory of Mr Cyril Gor don Littler £280.00
Mrs P Noble £25.00
Tayside & Fife Branch £40.00
John & Frances Roberts in memory of

Lt Col Peter McNaughton £50.00
Cameo Club of Durweston £250.00
D J Everett £100.00
Certa Cito Lodge £20.00
Manchester Branch RSA £100.00
Col J W W Cock £50.00
Maj Gen A A G Anderson CB in memory

of his eldest brother Sir John £100.00
Tom Harvey-May £ 20.00
Donald Bishop in memory of

Capt Ber nard Thomas Lor d £50.00
Kevin Newton £750.00
Peter Spencer in memory of

J C McNeil Gr eig MC OBE £30.00
R Waldron £10.00
Diana Gradwell in memory of

J C McNeil Gr eig MC OBE £30.00
Patrick and Barbara Rodohan in memory of

J C McNeil Gr eig MC OBE £30.00
Michael Amos in memory of

Mr J C McNeil Gr eig MC OBE £30.00
Vernon Thomas £21.42
Jim and Norman Neil in memory of

Lt Col (Retd) Peter McNaughton OBE £50.00
Fred Grace £25.00
Maj (Retd) Eric Le Quesne in memory of

Lt Col (Retd) Peter McNaughton £25.00

Air Fmn Signals Assn from the sale of their
DVD about Corps related memorials at the

National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas £48.80
Chairman Noel Moss
Secretary Mary Pagan

Bright, sunny weather greeted the day for our Spring lunch and
AGM in the delightful surroundings of the Camberley Heath Golf
Club on Sunday 18th April. Our guest of honour was none other
than the Signal Officer-in-Chief, Brig Ted Flint ADC accompanied
by his wife, Gillian and we had an almost capacity attendance.
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The excellent 3-course meal and a brief AGM was followed by
two personal surprise presentations. Fred Bridges has been our
Standard Bearer for the past 15 years and has performed his
duties with great aplomb and conscientiousness, not only for our
branch but also for others when the need has arisen. The SO-in-
C presented Fred with a well-deserved Honour Badge. The
second presentation was the 50 Year Badge to Frank Partington
covering his service in the Corps, with the Oman for ces and his
loyal membership of the branch, including his curr ent activities as
Welfare Representative.

The SO-in-C presenting Fred Bridges with his Honour Member
Certificate

The SO-in-C presenting Frank Partington with his 50 Year Badge

At an earlier branch event in March a group assembled in the
Duchess of Kent's Sergeants’ Mess and listened to a very
polished exposé by John Glanfield , our newest Associate
Member, about the management and the heartaches of some
glorious State Occasions for which he had served as part of the
organisational team. These were the 1995 VE and VJ
ceremonies, the 1997 Hong Kong handover to the Chinese and
the 2002 Golden Jubilee celebration, punctuated by the untimely
death and funeral of the Queen Mother. Excellent photographs,
including close-ups of the Royal Family, politicians and the
general public, accompanied the pr esentation. They revealed on
the one hand some personal emotions, particularly during the
Hong Kong handover, and on the other, some dramatic scenes,
including the fire on the roof of Buckingham Palace which could
have put paid to the Jubilee celebrations. W e were told of
various behind-the-scenes potential disasters, including the
abortive rehearsal for the Queen’s lighting of the beacon, which
had to be rectified just a few hours befor e the event itself. Such
anecdotes can only add to our gratitude for the seamless
perfection of all our State Occasions!
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President Cyril Cooke
Chairman Ron Botham
Secretary Ray Jeffery

In 2008, the members of the Branch decided to support, in a
limited way, a charity each year. We would raise funds by bucket
collections at the 3 or 4 social events held annually. The first year
we helped out “St Teresa’s Hospice” and “T eenage Cancer Trust”.
In 2009 it was decided to focus our ef forts on one charity and
“Help for Heroes” was selected. In addition to the bucket
collections, a stock of arm bands, pin badges and car stickers
was obtained from “Help for Her oes” for sale.

The total raised from the bucket collections over the year was
£600 and a cheque was presented to David Morgan from “Help
for Heroes” on Thursday 18th March 2010 at our monthly
meeting. In addition, the sale of stock raised a further £668
which was paid dir ect to “Help for Her oes”.

Hon Secretary Ray Jeffery said that he would like to thank all
Branch members, their guests and friends for their gener ous
contributions.

This year the Branch will be supporting the “Gr eat North Air
Ambulance”.

David Morgan (Help for Heroes) is presented with a cheque for
£600 by Ray Jeffery (L) and Cyril Cooke (R), with Branch
Members in the background

Chairman
Secretary

Maj (Retd) Paul Burton
Alan Turner

After a quiet period over the winter months, we started Mar ch
with the Final Hurrah to 36 Sig Regt. So all those that were ex-
members of the Regt gathered at Ilford TAC, on what was a very
cold night, for our transport to Cambridge. At Cambridge we met
old colleagues, some of which we had not seen for mor e years
that we care to remember and although it was a sad occasion, it
was good to catch up with everybody . A lot of the ex-members
of the Regt are now spread across various other RSA Branches
apart from our own, with people fr om Bedford, Cambridge,
Norwich and Colchester. A lot of talk on the night was about
creating a Regtl RSA branch so that there could be an annual
reunion for the regt.

Later in March, at our branch meeting, we had a guest speaker,
Marianne W est from Help for Heroes who explained how all the
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donations, currently at about £45 million pounds wer e being
spent. It was good to hear that ther e was a lot of cooperation
and funding with other mor e established military charities like the
RBL, SSAFA and ABF for joint projects.

We ended March with our Annual Dinner Dance which was
celebrating our 85th year. With 104 people attending and with
special guests of the SOINC(A) Brig Ted Flint and his wife Gillian
and the Mayor of Redbridge, Clir Thomas Chan and his wife
Sim, a splendid evening was had by all. Mrs Br enda Eggleton
said a superb Grace and Lt Col Jackie Allan , the Branch
President, presided over the event with her usual grace and
aplomb and, with Capt Mark Giles as PMC and Neill Keen as
Mr Vice all the usual toasts were made. After a superb meal we
were entertained by Martin Phillips before our closing ceremony
at midnight. The evening, as usual, was organised by Anita
Keen and her Entertainment Committee with her usual efficiency.

Our latest news and forthcoming events can always be found
going via the main RSA web page and then selecting East
London from the Branches panel or direct to
http://www?2.armynet.mod.uk/associations/rsa/eastlondon/index.h
tm

Annual Dinner: (from left to right) Mrs Sim Chan, Clir Thomas
Chan (Mayor of Redbridge), SOInC(A), Paul Burton (Branch
Chairman), Mrs Gillian Flint and Lt Col Jackie Allan (Branch

President)
Chairman Mr J Reilly
Hon Sec Capt | Wolfe
AGM 2010

The AGM, held as usual at Clonaver Park TAC, was on the 17
Feb. The committee that was voted-in bor e a remarkable
similarity to the outgoing one; just one additional member to
differentiate it from the previous committee. Mr Bill Craig ,
Branch Vice-President, soon to retire as County Manager of the
RBL, accepted the nomination as an additional W elfare member.
Nobody is better qualified to take on the job and we wish Bill
well.

TA CUTBACKS

Cutbacks in Royal Signals Regts across the U.K.created the need
for 40 (Ulster) Sig Regt (V) to oganise several disbandment
events. Many RSA members are former members of 40 Sig Regt,
some even before that. The NI Branch received invitations to
events including a Blue Beret and Disbandment Parade at HQNI,
also a ceremony of Beating Retreat and a Disbandment Dinner at
Campbell College, Belfast. All events were completed befor e the
end-date of 31 March 2010.

POTTED HISTORY — CLONAVER PARK TAC

Clonaver Park Camp has been a base for Royal Signals units
since World War Two. When the 3rd Anti-Aircraft Bde Sigs
(Supplementary Reserve) was at its first annual camp at
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Portstewart in Co Londonderry, it was mobilised on 23rd August
1939 so returned to Belfast and quartered at Clonaver Park
Camp. In December the unit embarked for France.

40 (Ulster) Sig Regt (V) has occupied Clonaver Park AC since its
formation in April 1967. Before that it was 66 (Ulster) Sig Regt
(TA) since 1961, which, in turn was formed from 11 (Ulster) Sig
Sgn (TA), dating back to 1957.

Branch Welfare Member and Asst Hon Sec Carole Camer on Ex-
WO?2, joined the Territorial Army in 1958 in a unit called 57 Sig
Sgn WRAC (TA). Carole comments that the WRAC shared
Clonaver Park TA Centre with 11 (U) Sig Sgn (TA) who were all
male soldiers and went to separate annual camps. Later 57 Sig
Sgn WRAC (TA) became 324 Sig Sqn WRAC (TA). The WRAC
then became part of 66 (Ulster) Sig Regt (TA) from its beginning in
1961. No longer called WRAC, the lady soldiers remained a
crucial part of the unit in every rank.

From 31st March 2010, the only Royal Signals Volunteers in
Northern Ireland will be 69th (North Irish Horse) Sig Sqgn, part of
32 Sig Regt, which will have sgns in Scotland, England and
Northern Ireland, the latter based at Clonaver Park.

RECRUITING OPPORTUNITY

NI Branch of the RSA expect to continue using Clonaver Park TA
Centre for our monthly meetings for some time to come. When
ex-members of 40 (Ulster) Sig Regt (V) seek ways to keep in
touch with old pals in familiar surr oundings, we hope to get some
new branch members..

BLANDFORD REUNION

Ten members have signed up to go to the r eunion this year
including the BIM. who hasn’t been to Blandford since the 1960's.
He is looking forward to seeing some old(er) faces.

HRO RADIO

Local military historian Mr George Busby , who in the past has
given talks to the NI Branch about Gilnahirk Wireless Station, sent
us the following information:

Just over one year ago George spoke to the Bangor and District
Amateur Radio Club in the North Down area. After George’s talk
with a member of the club, Brian Moor e, the latter offered to
restore and present the Somme Museum in North Down with a
war-time HRO Radio set. This radio receiver was the backbone
of the “Y” Service during the last war and was the set that every
Voluntary Interceptor (VI) in the Radio Security Service looked
forward to obtaining.

It took Brian six months to restore the 70 year old set and he
eventually handed over the working receiver to Mrs Car ol
Walker, Director of the Somme Association. “By using a simple
wire aerial we were able to listen clearly to a transmission coming
from China.” George Busby , historian and member of “Friends of
the Somme.”

It may be interesting to note that an HRO Receiver was used by
our Branch Membership Secretary, Major (Retd) Bill Nesbitt
when he was a cadet in the Air Training Corps and later in 66 (U)
Sig Regt (TA) Amateur Radio Club (Gi3PUE) at Clonaver Park in
the early 1960's. He said it was a terrific radio to use.

Brian Moore handing over the HRO radio set to Mrs Carol Walker
of the Somme Association
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Mrs Pauline T ennant
Lt Col (Retd) Hugh Nealon

Chairman
Secretary

Our last notes to The Wire appeared in the December 2009
edition, so we have a little bit of catching up to do. 2009 was
rounded off with an excellent Christmas Lunch. In previous years
we have held a self catered supper, but for 2009 a change of
format was made. The switch to a lunch met with general
approval, and hopefully took some of the pr essure off of our
Social Secretary, Thelma Wakefield , apart from the usual number
juggling, of course. Our other winter gatherings have been
affected by the weather, although the Branch Meeting in
November was memorable for the monsoon weather. The dash
from car to pub meant that everyone got a bit damp. However
the landlord sat us by the open fire for our meeting, and we were
nicely toasted before moving to the table for our lunch.

The Branch AGM, in March, produced the usual results, and the
Committee remains unchanged for 2010. The effort to attract
new blood continues, whilst the old stagers continue to fulfil the
Associations aims, and try to please all of the members all of the
time....

We are sad to report the deaths of two mor e members. Capt
Jane Knight will have been known to many in the RSA, and her
death has been reported elsewhere. A large number of Reading
Branch members attended the funeral at Aldershot Garrison
Church, and our Branch Standard was paraded. Not long ago we
reported the death of associate member Florence (Flossie)
Bradbury-Williams and sadly we now have to report the death of
her husband Maj John Bradbury-Williams . John was a long-
standing member of the Branch and continued to keep in touch
with us after his move to the West Country. A highly intelligent
man, his direct, and slightly eccentric, contributions to branch life
will be greatly missed.

Our small delegation to the RSA AGM in London found the
meeting useful and informative. The SOINC(A)s outline of current
operations, and events affecting the Corps, wer e greatly
appreciated, as was the PowerPoint presentation.

As we write this report the Branch Committee has in hand the
planning for our Spring Lunch which is being held on the 29 May
at The Bird in Hand, Sonning Common. Preliminary
arrangements are also in hand for a branch party to attend the
Blandford Reunion in June, and to support the Branch Standar d
Bearer John Mumfor d as he wins the Standard Bearers
Competition.

CATTERICK OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION Southern Chapter

For some years the Southern Chapter reunion of the Catterick
OBA has been held at the Upland Park Hotel, Droxford but news
that the hotel was to close and the site developed as a r esidential
home prompted a search for another venue. Pat and Maur een
Sowar d spent several happy days visiting possible hotels and
inns in the area north of Southampton and eventually
recommended the Botleigh Grange Hotel at Hedge End.

Unlike the Upland Park where we sat down and selected our
choice of meal there and then, our new hosts presented us with a
very promising selection of dishes and asked us to select in
advance. The response from ex-boys was good and ten arrived,
with their wives, on Friday, March 19th, and took dinner together .

87



On Saturday they went their different ways, visiting friends,
shopping or taking the ‘cultural trails’ in Winchester befor e re-
convening in the hospitable bar area (where proper beer glasses,
with handles and dimples, had been bought in specially for us)
where we were joined by those only staying one night and ‘the
locals’ joining us for dinner only. With last minute cancellations,
32 took dinner together on Satur day evening.

Pat Sowar d handed his gavel to Sally West who beat it upon the
table with gusto. Her husband, Peter, was seated too far away
to have any restraining influence! Pat welcomed all particularly
the widows, Joyce Barr ett, Auriol Bussell and Jane Thompson
who were all escorted by their daughters, and Bill Leech and
Don Nichols who were both in good form having r ecovered from
illnesses. One of those apologising for his absence had
telephoned that he couldn’t come because ‘his window cleaner
had fallen through his garage roof’! No names, no pack drill, but
he may be reminded at Tamworth in October.

The service and food were good and the meal was accompanied
by a hub-bub of conversation. When one of the waitr esses
dropped something with a clatter, a spontaneous roar went up,
reminiscent of Kemmel Cookhouse. In another break with
tradition Pat Sowar d reminded the menfolk of the day so many
years ago when they had sworn an oath of allegiance to King
George VI, his heirs and successors, and asked Mr Vice, Jim
Braid , to propose the Loyal Toast.

Get Well Soon cards were circulated for members to sign for
Margar et Severs , Hazel Sidey and Danny Jones who were too
ill to attend and a Condolence car d for Jane, daughter of Ron
and Shirley Shuttleworth , whose husband had died on Friday
afternoon resulting in Ron and Shirley having to cut short their
stay with us and return home on Saturday morning.

The Botleigh Grange met with members approval. With a few
‘tweaks’ next year’s reunion should be even better and a parting
comment was that ‘mor e will want to come when wor d gets
around’.

Ron Simmons has been the Secretary and Treasurer of the
Sheffield Branch for 18 years and has been the fulcrum of the
branch during his long and distinguished service to the branch
At the April meeting of the Sheffield Branch Ron was presented
with the prestigeous award of Honour membership of the Royal
Signals Association,and at the same meeting Ron was elected a
Vice President of Sheffield Branch.

Branch President Col Toby Seymour presenting Ron Simmons
with his Honour Membership
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LAST POST

Name and Rank Served Years Died

Lt KGS Adams 1939/46 17/04/2010
Sgt KN Anderson 1972/89 19/04/2010
Cpl LG Barfoot 1939/46 01/03/2010
Lt Col PR Bar on 1965/02 06/04/2010
Lt Col T Bennett 1933/69 08/03/2010
Cpl MG Biglin 1964/88 11/03/2010
Maj RA Bissell TD 1967/81 30/12/2009
Lt Col RC Boulter 1967/93 03/05/2010
Col SW Brackenbury MBE 1937/74 17/03/2010
LCpl ER Budd 1936/40 22/04/2010
Cpl FJ Bur nett 1972/81 04/05/2010
Sig HA Carter 1959/61 17/04/2010
Sgt K Casswell 1980/10 28/02/2010
Cpl CE Chambers 1941/46 21/04/2010
WO1 JG Chambers MSM 1959/80 ??/03/2010
Capt EJC CloverBSC(Hons) ~ 1985/95 02/04/2010
Sig JF Cremer 1941/46 26/12/2009
Maj JP Durrant 1949/68 24/02/2010
Cpl WL Fleming 1954/57 08/03/2010
Sig R Fryer 1943/47 12/03/2010
Lt Col PFW Gahan MBE 1942/73 02/05/2010
Maj J Gatehouse 1941/47 11/04/2010
WO2 JA Green 1945/71 01/04/2010
Sig F Harvey 1940/46 08/04/2010
Col RT Hone 1942/74 23/03/2010
Sgt AJ Howe 1969/74 29/03/2010
Lt Col BF Kavanagh 1957/89 07/03/2010
Cpl R Larby 1950/52 29/04/2010
Capt BT Lor d 1939/70 10/03/2010
Cpl JTH Marriner 1961/78 23/03/2010
Maj JC McNeil Gr eig MC OBE 1940/46 18/03/2010
WO2 CH Mer cer 1943/50 28/04/2010
Sig RL Murkin 1949/51 26/03/2010
Sgt L O'Dell 1943/47 06/05/2010
Cpl D Pickering 1938/47 24/04/2010
Sgt EE Powell 1937/46 02/05/2010
Capt DE Roberts CBE 1938/46 07/04/2010
Sig GL Scott 1976/81 04/04/2010
Cpl J Taylor 1950/72 15/03/2010
WO2 FA Thomas 1940/67 01/04/2010
Cpl DJ Tyre 1946/48 01/01/2010
Sig DJ Warner 1945/48 01/04/2010
WO1 KW Webb 1953/78 10/03/2010

OBITUARIES

BOULTER - Lieutenant Colonel (TOT) Raymond Charles
Boulter died 3 May 2010.

Ray was born and raised in the Isle of Man and left school to
work in the Post Office as a Postal and Telegraph Officer.

It was here that he met Barbara . He joined the Army in January
1953 under National Service and decided to make a career as a
soldier. Ray turned down the offer of a commission in order to
use his technical skills in the Royal Corps of Signals

Barbara and Ray married and their first posting together was to
Singapore in 1956. Postings followed back to UK, Cyprus,
Germany and then a return to Singapore, as a newly
commissioned officer in 1967. Most of his service was overseas
with his final years at MOD Main Building, Blandfor d and finally
Garats Hay.

Ray in his time has made tea for Maggy Thatcher , re-designed
Signals Technician training and worked at the cutting edge of
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Signals and Intelligence technology. His technical, organisational
and negotiating skills have made a significant dif ference to
soldiers in the field.

After almost 40 years in the service, 1993 saw Ray retire as a Lt
Col (TOT). He leaves behind; Dby his well loved Scottie. He and
Barbara had three children, born across the globe, Jean,
Suzanne and David. Between them they had 6 grandchildr en
and 5 great-grand children.

They moved to Woodhouse Eaves in 1988 and decided to settle
there. Ray spent a great deal of time researching Manx modern
history and keeping up to date with Manx af fairs. He was a

founder member of the Garats Hay branch of the British Legion.

A gentleman and a soldier’s soldier, he will be sorely missed by
his family, friends and neighbours. Ray is now at a restful peace,
having in his life achieved high aims whilst remaining humble,
firm, fair, at times stubbor n, but overwhelmingly an inspiration to
all around him. | am sure Ray would join us all in his thanks to
those who have helped care for him through his final weeks.

BRACKENBURY - Colonel Stanley William Brackenbury MBE

Stanley William Brackenbury was born in 1919, a date known to
most of us as history. After a conventional boyhood in South
London, the highlight of which was meeting his futur e wife Betty
during his teens — by the outbreak of the Second World War Stan
was already in uniform having joined the Middlesex Y eomanry
Territorial Battalion in 1937.

In 1940 Bettty and Stan married. Stan now saw service in the
European Theatre being mentioned in Despatches in Greece in
1941. It was while in Greece that Stan by chance met his
younger brother Jack who was in transit for a tr oopship, sadly
the troopship was attacked and Jack was lost. Betty and Stan
would start a Cross of Remembrance for Jack. Stan was
commissioned in the field, he would pr oudly wear his war
medals — the 39/45 Star, Africa Star, France and Germany Star
and the Defence Medal which bor e witness to his wide tour of
duty.

From 1941t01948 he saw service in Malaya during the terr orist
campaign and in Palestine. 1950 and the Korean War during
which Major Stanley was decorated in the field — Member of the
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. Interestingly Her
Majesty signed the warrant confirming this decoration on June 1
1953 just the day before her Coronation. He now added MBE
and the UN War Service Medal with Korean Bar to his chest. He
also held the Territorial Medal awarded for Officers and Soldiers
with 12 years equivalent service.

After Korea Stan served again in Germany and then attended the
Staff College before continuing various tours including service in
Norway , time with the Para Sig Sqgn, wearing his wings with pride
and a tour with the Queens Gurkha Signals as second in
command, Regl HQ in Sikamat, Camp Seremban. He was then
promoted Lt Col and took command of 11 Sig Regt in Catterick.
He then became the last UK provided Director of Signals for the
Royal New Zealand Army. His last appointment was as Senior
British Officer, Antwerp, a Staff appointment as full Colonel.

Retiring after 37 years of service with the colours but not content
with his fine record, Col Stanley now joined the MOD and for
more than ten years he toured the world on security assignments
of which no more may be said.

When Stan finally did retire from full-time service he threw himself
tirelessly into voluntary work. Clerk to the Gillingham School
Governors, a Governor of a boys school, Chairman, Vice
President and the President of the Royal British Legion,
Gillingham Branch and was the Senior Vice President at the time
of his death, President of the Multiple Scler osis Society,
Shaftesbury and Gillingham Branch — there was not a charity in
the land who did not benefit fr om his generosity.
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Although a shy, modest man he and Betty were well known for
their hospitality. Stan was universally liked, even loved by his
colleagues and men. One now retired Colonel described Stan as
a star and there have been many glowing tributes in letters of
sympathy to Betty .

CASSWELL — Sgt Karl (Kaz) Casswell died 28 February 2010.
Karl Casswell was born on 18 Feb 1964 in .
Stannington, near Sheffield . He attended /
Bradfield Comprehensive School and .
was talented at sports, particularly / \
cricket. Karl played for his school, \
village and father’s work side, ) \
Dysons. From the age of 14 he went
on to represent Sheffield schools. ‘ ‘
Following in his fathers footsteps he '

joined the Royal Corps of Signals at

the age of 16. He trained as an

Electrician Driver and had a real ,
passion for engines and motorbikes! /
During his 22 year service in the Royal \\
Signals Karl completed many adventure S~
training courses including free fall parachuting, o

canoe instructor, mountain leader, climbing instructor and his
most passionate of all sports ski instructor . He was deployed on
several operations worldwide in the Gulf and Bosnia and was a
highly dedicated SNCO.

In terms of continued sporting pr owess, he was privileged to
have had an almost semi-professional cricket career touring in
Australia, South Africa and the West Indies.

Karl ended his Regular service in Feb 2004, and it was no
surprise that he joined 33 Sig Regt, the same TA Regt in which he
had been a permanent staff instructor. Karl joined 59 City of
Liverpool Sig Sqgn, Aintree. His first task in the Sgn was to
organise an overseas ski expedition. He organised several ski
expeditions and over 100 TA soldiers learned how to ski the Kaz
way. On the disbandment of 33 Sig Regt, Karl joined his home
town unit 38 Sig Regt, Manor Top Sheffield.

Karl's funeral at Landican Chapel on the Wirral, was the measure
of the man. The Chapel was absolutely full with mour ners
standing in the aisles. There was a complete cross section
representing his family, his military past, staff from Mersey Travel
(his civilian employer), various friends from ski clubs and his local
community. Lt Lee Chamberlain Royal Signals piped Karl into
the Chapel, the final words of his tribute delivered by his former
59 Sig Sgqn OC Major ‘Sammy’ Samosa . “Kaz was many things
to many people; first and foremost he was a loving husband and
friend to Jo and a devoted father to their childr en; he was a
model soldier, who went about his duties with pride and
professionalism; he was a very accompanied skier, whose passion
for the sport infected all those who accompanied him on the
numerous trips abroad. Whatever he was, he was truly one of
life’s nice guys”

Karl leaves his wife Jo, sons James, Sean and Edwar d; his
younger brother Glyn and family. We extend our sympathy and
condolences to them all as they deal with their sudden loss.

GREIG - John Camer on McNeil Gr eig died 18 March 2010.

John Camer on McNeil Gr eig was a man successful in both war
and civilian life but he will be remembered for his unassuming
modesty, his unswerving integrity and an unassailable devotion to
his wife. While keen to share memories of the WW2 with anyone
who professed an interest, he usually underplayed his own heroic
role as a signals officer laying down wir eless communications
across unswept minefields in North Africa, for which he was
awarded a MC in 1942. An Army Major at twenty-five, he went
on to run a large section of Germany's devastated telecoms

89



systems at the end of the war, before entering the London
Association for the Protection of Trade (later known as the UAPT)
which was, under his auspices, to become the lar gest credit
reference agency in the UK. Subsequently he was awarded the
OBE, in recognition of his outstanding services to the cr edit
industry.

Neil Greig, as he was known, was born in London in 1919, the
son of Cuthbert Gr eig CBE, a stalwart and former president of
the UAPT. Aged 7 he was sent to board at a prep school in
Dorset. He attended Hurstpierpoint in Sussex, wher e he
developed a passion for amateur radio, which was to stay with
him for the rest of his life. He qualified as a radio operator in
1934 at the age of 15 and like the first generation of inter net
pioneers he demonstrated a similar obsessive single-mindedness
with regards his hobby. His notebooks frequently record him
starting transmission at 5 in the mor ning and continuing thr ough
until 2pm, with just a brief stop for br eakfast. His call sign was
G2FBU and he was working other radio “hams” into his late 80’ s.

He met his future wife Helene while still at school and would
broadcast to her house, to be picked up by her br other who was
also a ham radio devotee. In what was to be excellent
preparation for his work in WW2 he would send coded messages
to Helene before school started and play jazz, a music genre for
which he had a great enthusiasm and would later pass on to his
children and grandchildren.

After gaining his School Certificate a year early, he went to work
at the De Havilland Aircraft Company in Hatfield. But showing
the same courage and decisiveness which were to become his
trademarks, once war broke out he was quick to sign up to the
Army, joining the Royal Corps of Signals. In the few days before
embarking for war he had more pressing business to attend,
persuading his future mother-in-law that he was the right man for
her daughter. After a brief and hurried honeymoon, he was
posted to North Africa wher e he was to win a MC for outstanding
bravery. In the citation for his award Lt Gen Lees, commander of
30 Corps, recalls Neil Greig as “an excellent wireless officer who
has carried out extremely valuable work with my tactical HQ
during the advance from Mersa to Nofilia...My communications
never failed largely due to him. He worked night and day himself,
sometimes operating personally to save my operators. He
showed great courage and determination in laying cables from
Tactical HQ to Main arteries, along telephone lines, in mined
areas which had not yet been swept by detector squads”. It was,
the general notes, “largely thanks to the efforts of Captain Gr eig
that 30 Corps Tactical communications wer e maintained
throughout the battle”. The London Gazette carried the notice of
Greig's award on 25 February 1943, while Greig himself
continued his work, fighting in Sicily and in the D-Day landings in
Normandy.

After 6 months in Germany repairing the ravaged communications
systems in Brunswick he followed in his father’ s footsteps, joining
what was then the London Association for the Pr otection of Trade
in 1946, serving as its Chief Executive from 1958 to 1981 and as
Vice President until 1987. Greig was awarded the OBE in 1968,
principally for his work as secr etary of the Hire Purchase Trade
Association and following this he was instrumental in setting up
the 1974 Consumer Credit Act. He was also responsible for
reactivating the Institute of Credit Management in 1946 and today
the ICM has many thousands of members who serve the cr edit
industry. He was Lifetime Vice President until his death having
been both it's former Secretary and Chairman.

With the passing of the Act a mass of regulation ensued, and this,
coupled with the enormous incr ease in the size and scope of the
United Association, meant that as chief executive of both the
Consumer Credit Trade Association and the UAPT Greig had to
deal with what immediately became, on his r etirement, two full-
time appointments!

Following his retirement on 31 July 1981 the UAPT paid tribute to

Greig, noting in their annual report that, “During his stewar dship
work volumes increased from a quarter million enquiries a year to
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a quarter million each week, the number of branches went fr om
four to thirty and the records were transferred from handwritten
ledgers to an on-line computer system”. Greig served thirty-five
years with the Association, twenty-two of them as the
Association’s chief executive. He became a vice-pr esident of the
Association in 1982 and was to maintain his inter est in the credit
industry with his book The Growth of Credit Information,
published in 1992.

He was to live out the last years of his life in the Sussex
countryside with his devoted wife of almost seventy years wher e
they generously hosted a Siddha yoga meditation centr e which
attracted visitors from all over the world. He was the scion of an
ever increasing clan of Greigs, which numbered over thirty
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and children.

CHAMBERS - WO1 Joseph Gerar d Chambers died on 25 Mar
2010.

Joe was born in Dublin in
1937 but moved to England
to find work. He was called
up for National Service as an
Electrician Driver in Mar 59
and served for the next 32.
He spent his first year in
Kenya before returning to
Germany where he served
with 5 Inf Bde & Sig Sqn.

This was followed by a
period of loan service in Aden, before once again returning to
Germany. Tours in Northern Ireland, Cyprus and Catterick
preceded a return to Germany where he was appointed RSM of S
Armd Div Sig Regt.

Joe married Maura (Long) in 1963 and they were together until
her untimely death in 1988 when he was serving on the long
service list as an Estate Warden in Osnabruck. Joe carried on for
another 3 years as the Academy RQMS at RMA Sandhurst before
taking early retirement to settle in St Anne’s on Sea, Lancashire.

Joe took a hobby job working as the war ehouse manager for Age
Concern until age 65. He never remarried. He has 3 Children,
Linda (Ex-RAF 22 years),Paul (Ex-Royal Signals 22 years) and
Andrea and has 3 grandchildren Maria, Oliver and Josie .

A good man sorely missed by his loving family and friends.

GATEHOUSE — Maj John (Jack) Gatehouse died 11 April 2010.

Jack was born in Ludlow 21/11/17,
Shropshire and at the age of 10 entered
Ludlow Grammar School. He was
quite an athlete and kept really fit
until recently. He went to Liverpool
University and graduated in
Science. He volunteered when war
broke out and was at first in a tank
regt at Perham Down, Luggershall,
then went to OCTU and ward told
him he was to be posted to the
Signals.

In 1941 Jack was posted to Norther n .
Command HQ in York. He satin his office ™.~

not knowing what was expected of him r eally,

when |, a Cpl, tapped on his door, and told him if he didn’t order
several things the station would grind to a halt. After that we fell
in love and married in York on Sept 15 1943.

His son was born in Dec 1944. Jack was in a ditch in the battle
of the Bulge and a DR came out sent by Monty , so he told me, to
give him a telegram. Sadly our son died 7 years ago but we also
have a daughter who was born on 9 July 1947.

THE WIRE, JUNE 2010



His first teaching post was at the Hulme Grammar School in
Oldham, but a few years later he was offered a post at Ludlow
Grammar School and we lived there until 12 years ago. We have
5 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren - 2 more to come this
year!

LOST
COMMUNICA TIONS

From: Edmund Hodges

| am wanting to trace 2Lt lan C.Blair who was my Troop Officer
and DSO in Fayid and Episkopi in 1955-6, 3GHQ R.Signals, to
inform him that he is mentioned in my book “Letters Home, A
National Serviceman’s Sketchbook” ISBN 1-84683-072-9
www.woodfieldpublishing.com

Please contact: edmundhodges@btinternet.com

Thank you

Dear Sir,

I wonder if, through the RSA website, you could enquir e if there is
any ex Royal Signals personnel who served with HQ 20 Armd
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn, during the period 1965 — 1967 and who
perhaps knew a rock band named SHADES OF BLUE. | was the
bass guitarist in the band and served in the Bde HQ. The band
won the first and one and only Army Beat Group competition and
we regularly played in the BLUE LAGOON Club; the Sig Sgn club.
| am writing a book on the band and wonder ed if anyone has
photographs of the band playing. If they have, could they

contact me at the following e-mail addr ess and | will then arrange
to obtain copies. E-mail addr ess is baronent@cytanet.com.cy or
they could write to me at the following addr ess:

Major (Retir ed) Fred Bowes

RMT MAC

HQ BFC

BFPO 53

Your assistance in this matter is very much appr eciated.
Yours sincerely,

Fred Bowes

MISCELLANEOUS
STORIES

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION REMEMBRANCE TOUR TO BURMA
CHINDITS 2 -14 MARCH 2010 - by Terry O’'Neil

| have now returned from the above mentioned tour none the
worse for wear.

Back in early March, 1944 | had been flown into Norther n Burma
from a dirt airstrip near Imphal, Assam, in the middle of the night,
complete with wir eless equipment, mules, gurkhas etc. | was
only one of some 9000, 1300 pack animals and 250 tons of
supplies which were landed during 6 nights, to the complete
surprise of the Japanese. During the next 5 months our column
had moved northwar ds until we walked out onto the single-track
narrow gauge railway near Myitkyina, close to the Chinese bor der.

This time, 66 years later, | flew up to Myitkyina and spent the next

2 days and nights on the same railway line, going thr ough
Mogaung and south thr ough the “Railway Valley” to Mandalay,
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with numerous stops on the way. It was rather like a Japanese
view of some of the Chindit operations!

| also visited Htaukkyan War Cemetery and memorial just outside
Rangoon. This is the largest of 3 war cemeteries in Burma and
contains 6,374 graves. In the centre of this cemetery is the large
Rangoon Memorial which bears the names of nearly 27,000 men
of the Commonwealth land for ces who died in the Burma
campaigns and who have no known grave. The RBL held a
Service of Remembrance which included the laying of the
Legion’s wreath and | also laid a wreath on behalf of the Royal
Corps of Signals.
After the Service |
also walked
around the well-
kept graves and
noticed one close
to where many of
the Chindits are
buried. The
inscription read
“Signalman
S.Gibson, age 27,
died 6.6.1944". |
was able to lay a
“Poppy Spray” on
the grave.

The Service of Remembrance in Rangoon

BOOK REVIEW

LETTERS HOME — A National Serviceman’ s Sketchbook
- by Edmund Hodges

Edmund Hodges has produced an interesting and well written
account of 15 months of his National Service in the mid 1950s.
He has taken extracts from 172 letters which he sent home in
those months and illustrated the text with black and white and
colour sketches. He begins with his voyage on HM T roopship
Dilwara from UK to Egypt and ends with his r eturn from Cyprus in
July 1956.

His has created a vivid and colourful pictur e of both his own life
and the locations he was serving in by selecting anecdotes and
stories from his old letters. To complement this, he has included
many of his sketches which of fer a real picture of the world as
seen by a Signalman and show the details of ordinary life in a
tented camp. He is obviously a skilled artist using pencil, pen
and ink and colour to good ef fect. This is borne out by the fact
that two of his paintings wer e borrowed in 1986 by the Imperial
War Museum for their National Service Exhibition.

Those who have served in or visited Cyprus will recognise many
of the buildings in Episkopi which he has sketched under
construction in 1956 and some may be surprised at one sketch
which shows the damage caused by an EOKA bomb in June of
that year.

This is a valuable
record of service life
for a junior soldier in a
period which is not
well documented.
Coupled with the
excellent artwork, it is
easy for the reader to
identify with Mr
Hodges and derive
entertainment and
pleasure from his
account.

Published by Woodfield Publishing Ltd
(www.woodfieldpublishing.com ) price £9.95
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ADVERTISEMENTS

UNIQUE EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY AT CHRIST'S
HOSPITAL

LEGACY OF THE LATE MAJOR BARCLAY HANKIN

Major Bar clay Hankin was a pupil at Christ's Hospital —
the “Bluecoat school” — in Horsham, W est Sussex, and
was commissioned into the Royal Signals in 1941. He

served in North Africa, Italy, the War Office and Germany|
and left the Army in 1949, following which he spent

many years in operational research for the Army and
London Transport.

Barclay died in 2007 and left a generous legacy to The
Officers’ Association to fund one or mor e places at

Christ’'s Hospital. He specified that these be r eserved for

the children of officers who are serving or have served in
Royal Signals and whose parent has either died or

suffered serious injury. This bequest typifies Barclay’s
generosity, and his continuing loyalties to both the

Corps and to Christ’s Hospital.

The Royal Signhals Association, acting on behalf of the
Officers Association, is seeking potential candidates.

General information on the School can be found on their
website at http://www .christs-hospital.or g.uk/. It should
be noted that in addition to meeting the r equirements of
the Will, potential candidates will also have to meet the
entry standards for the School.

If anyone is interested and believes that they may
qualify, or knows of a family which might, they ar e
encouraged to ask for details and to discuss the matter
with the Regimental Secretary in Regimental
Headquarters Royal Signals on Blandford Camp Military
2081 or 01258 482081.

BRISTOL UOTC

Bristol University Officer Training Corps is
celebrating its 100th year since formation in
1910. Linked to its centenary celebrations
the Bristol UOTC Alumni Foundation is
being re-launched. If you have served with
Bristol UOTC either as an Officer Cadet or
as a member of staff (Territorial, Non-Regular
Permanent Staff or Regular) and you would like to be
contacted by the Alumni Foundation an be informed of
the various Centenary Activities please email Bristol
UOTC at Amy.Thomas654@mod.co.uk, or write to
Bristol UOTC at the address below.

Secretary Bristol UOTC Alumni Foundation
The Atrtillery Grounds
Whiteladies Road
BRISTOL
BS8 2LG

Gym for Her oes Endurance Campaign

24t _ 30th july 2010
In Support of Help for Her oes

Ex Army Officer Alan Har esign has created Gym for Heroes as a
campaign to raise £1 million for Help for Her oes. The money will
be directed to the tr eatment of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) and also for prosthetic replacement limbs, both of which
are a high priority for the injured serviceman and women
returning from operational deployments. This is also for dir ect
and practical support to those injur ed in current conflicts.

The Gym for Heroes campaign will be held in Gyms and Health
Clubs in the UK and Military location overseas with the aim of
enabling civilians and service personnel alike to rise to the
challenge. Gym for Heroes, running from 24th — 30th July 2010,
combines rowing, cycling and running into one event and can be
carried out as an individual or team over a choice of 3 or 12
hours, without a break. More details are on the website;
www.gymforheroes.co.uk In order for an individual to sign up
they must get their gym to enr ol first.

Alan, who along with his parents and two brothers have served
over 100 years in the Army wanted to make this event unique,
memorable and more importantly a challenge to those
participating. Gym for Her oes has the opportunity to involve a
wide audience both in UK and overseas, there are 4.5 million
gym members nationwide and also a large UK military
community worldwide:

“What Gym for Heroes is doing is nothing short of
inspirational, they are doing their bit for real
HEROES. | hope ever yone will support this

amazing and motivating challenge, | know | will be!

We can'’t thank them enough for their kindness,
support and commitment to ensuring we can make
sure our wounded HEROES get the ver y best
THANK YOU ALL.”

Mark Elliott, Chief of Staf f, Help For Her oes

With the potential audience and those sponsoring them ther e is
certainly no reason why the £1 million target cannot be reached.
Please dig deep both physically and financially .

Gym for Heroes is endorsed by Help for Heroes and The Football

league and is also looking for sponsorship from any Company

who wishes to become involved — ther e will be more campaigns

in years to come. The Fitness Industry Association are currently

putting a paper together to explain how they will help pr omote
Gym for Heroes

Thank you for your support.

For more information please check the website:
www.gymforheroes

Or contact: enquiries@gymforheioes.co.uk
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KOREAN WAR 1950-1954

The Corps Museum has recently been donated an
account of his experiences during the opening stages of
the Korean War written by Maj Gen P A C Baldwin —
then a lieutenant. He also donated an interesting album
of snapshots of his time there.

Korea is now a distant memory for those veterans of
that remote past war and befor e these memories are
lost forever we, in the museum, would wish to r ecord
and share them. Past members of the Corps who
served in the Korean War and are able to donate
memorabilia and personnel
recollections are asked to contact the Museum Ar chivist
on 01258 482413, by letter or by email, the addr ess is:

The Archive, Royal Signals Museum
Blandford Camp
Dorset
DT11 8RH
Email: info@oyalsignalsmuseum.com

Your help in recording this dramatic event in our history would
be very welcome and a much valued contribution to Royal
Signals historical records.

259 SIGNAL SQUADRON/ CCU

Any past personnel from 259 Signal Squadron or Cyprus
Communications Unit who have pr eviously presented
any memorabilia and would like to reclaim said
memorabilia please contact: Cpl Binns , QM Dept, ISS
CCU, BFPO 53.

Tel: +357 2596 3126
Email: Karl.binns@cyp.mod.uk

Op CORPORATE

We are coming up to the 30th anniversary of Op
CORPORATE and | would like to take this opportunity to
remind all those members of the Corps who took part,
of the existence of the South Atlantic Medal Association
(SAMA). Membership is open to all holders of the South
Atlantic Medal, special membership is available to the
next of kin of those who died in the South Atlantic.

For full details of membership, indulgence flights to the
Island and much more, please got to www.samag82.or.uk
and follow the links.

We will have a stand at the Armed Forces Day 26 June
in Cardiff, why not call in and say hello.

Gordon Mather
gmathersec@hotmail.com

ROYAL SIGNALS COARSE ANGLING
CHAMPIONSHIP 2010

The above event will be held at Dynamite Makins
Fishery over the 21 & 22 Jul 10.

All Anglers regardless of ability are encouraged to
attend.

Accommodation has kindly been of fered by 30 Sig Regt
at Gamecock Barracks.

INTERESTED?
Contact: Maj CD Kidd - OC Sp Sgn — 14 Sig Regt (EW)
Tel: 94359 5760
Fax: 94359 5763

or
Email: 14SREW-SupSgn-OC

SIB

Attempts are being made to contact ex service
personnel who may be able to provide information on
personnel/recruits serving with both 11 Sig Regt Jnr
Leaders, Ouston between May 1977 - Jan 78 and 16
Sig Regt, in Krefeld, Germany in 1980 — 82. Please
contact WO2 Karen Cooper/SSgt John Grant, RMP
(SIB) on 01206 816838.

All information provided will be treated with the strictest
confidence.

THE WIRE, JUNE 2010

93






TA PAINTINGS

THE ROYAL SIGNALS TA PAINTINGS - by Brig John Crackett, Assistant Commander 5 Division

The Corps Dinner night on 18 May 2010 witnessed a unique event — the unveiling by Representative Colonel Commandant Brig John
Thomas of 4 paintings depicting T A signalling over the last 100 years. The event was the culmination of over 2 years of work. This is how
it happened.

In January 2008 | was thinking about the activities planned to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the T A. The Corps was planning many TA
100 events, but nothing likely to leave a lasting memorial. | suggested to the SOInC that the Corps should commission a painting to show
the contribution of the T A over the past century. He approved and took the idea to the Corps Committee. The Corps Committee wer e
enthusiastic, and asked me to form a small gr oup to manage the project.

The team of retired and serving TA officers then set about looking for the right artist. After an extensive r eview of military artists and their
work we chose 2 to discuss the commission in detail, and wer e unanimous in selecting Stuart Br own from Southampton for the job.
Stuart’ s work seemed to us to be detailed, full of life, and true to the spirit of the better paintings in the Corps collection.

Deciding on the scenes was just as difficult. An early painting depicting the historic antecedents in the Y eomanry and Royal Engineers was
thought a must. We choose to illustrate mobilisation - that most significant step for a volunteer — but we did it in a WW?2 setting.

Recording how the TA stood ready during the cold war was important to us, so one of the scenes is a T A field exercise. The final scene
might easily have shown TA on a current operation, but we believe that TA soldiers on operations are indistinguishable from regulars — so
how would you tell? Instead we have depicted the common experience of all T A soldiers: the near-chaos of Friday night in the TA Centre.

By November 2008 the scenes were approved
and Stuart started work. It was going to take him
the whole of the next year to complete them. The
paintings were substantially finished by the end of
2009, and the last few months have been spent
on the last details, photographing, var nishing and
framing. Prints should be available in due course
from the Museum.

This has been a tremendous amount of work — a
lot more than | realised when we started. | would
like to thank my fellow pr oject team members:
Col Hugh Robertson , Col Paul Wilmott , Lt Col
Chris Edwar ds, but most especially Col (Retd)
Colin Cunningham who has been outstanding
throughout. Thanks are also due to the Corps
Committee, the Museum, Brig (Retd) T ony Very,
Lt Col (Retd) Carl Conlon , and Capt Andr ew
French, but most of all to artist Stuart Br own for
doing such a fine job.

Brig Thomas and the artist Stuart Brown at the unveiling of the paintings in the HQ
Offrs Mess | hope you like them.
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The Longest Camp

TA units who were at
Annual Camp in
September 1939 were
immediately mobilised on
the outbreak of war, and
did not return home for 6
years. This scene
captures the moment
when a dispatch rider
arrives at a TA Royal
Signals unit camp with
the order from the War
Office to mobilise. The
CO - a TA officer who
works for the GPO and
saw service in the First
World War — is
contemplating what this
means. His regular
Adjutant is shocked but
excited, while the RSM, a
man with extensive
service in the last conflict
and more recently in
India, remains suitably
impassive.

Training has been interrupted, and soldiers are being quickly mustered for the CO’s announcement. The scene shows the bell-tents typical
of between- the-wars camps, while uniform is the 1930’ s pattern, later to be replaced by battledr ess. Other details include the Morris car

with its fitted wir eless set (a dismounted set is in one of the tents) and the dispatch rider and motor -cycle.

This scene draws heavily on camp photographs of T A Divisional Signals Regiments from 35 Signal Regiment. The motor vehicles will be
familiar to anyone who has visited the Royal Signals Museum. The title is apposite, but also r esonates with a certain well known WW?2 film.

Urgent, for Cape T own

The scene is set in South Africa during the Boer War. An Imperial Yeomanry dispatch rider arrives with an urgent message for the British
HQ in Cape Town. He hands the message to a member of a Royal Engineer Telegraph Company, the predecessors of Royal Signals. The

message has arrived by
mounted rider — a
technology which has
served military
commanders for
thousands of years — but
will be now conveyed at
the speed of light through
the new electric
telegraph, highlighting the
significant change in
signalling technology.
The imaginary scene
assumes that the
telegraph has been
extended out from the
Cape, but not yet as far
as every area of conflict.
In the background,
soldiers can be seen
working on the telegraph
line using a cable wagon
typical of the period.

By 2008 a dozen former
Yeomanry Regiments still
survived as sub-units in
the TA Corps. These
included the Middlesex

Yeomanry; the first unit to be converted to signals. Many of these units sent contingents to the Boer W ar as part of the Imperial Yeomanry.
The trooper illustrated is not from any particular unit, although extensive uniform and equipment r esearch was carried out with the
Berkshire Yeomanry and North Somerset Yeomanry. Two reserve Telegraph companies, one each from London and Glasgow, were sent out
in 1899 to help the hard-pressed regular companies cope with the very long distances experienced in South Africa - and the fact that the
Boers took every opportunity to cut the line to hamper communications! Details for the Royal Engineer cable wagon came fr om Scottish

Signal Company (RE) material in the possession of 32 Signal Regiment.



Friday Night

One common and
instantly-recognisable
feature of TA service is
the air of controlled
chaos in the TA centre on
Friday night when
deploying on exercise.
Some people have not
yet turned up, a few
vehicles are off-the road
unexpectedly, plans have
to be changed, and there
seem to be a thousand
things to issue, collect
and brief on before the
vehicles can drive out the
gates. In the picture all
this is happening, and
probably more.

The Sgn Comd has just
arrived direct from work,
and has not quite
finished putting his
uniform on, but his
female SSM already has
urgent messages for him
about the ex. Weapons and rations are being issued, while on the floor soldiers hastily assemble the radios that ar e needed. In the midst
of all this there is a disturbance; a Sgt who has been on an operational tour in Afghanistan has just arrived back fr om Chilwell to be greeted
by his wife and small daughter. Eyes turn to the newcomer — what was it like?

While the painting is based on no particular TA centre, it is typical of many Sig Sgn locations acr oss the UK. A map on the wall refers to
the current conflict in Afghanistan. The radios are the UK VRC 321, PRC 320 and PRC 351/2 — a rather catholic collection for a single unit,
but representative of the TA as a whole. Similarly it is unlikely that a TAC would display the devices of both 2 (NC) Sig Bde and 12 Sigl Gp,
but this was felt to be a justifiable stylistic artefact. The diversity of race and gender r eflects the modern TA in the 21st century.

In and Working

For most of the time
between its reformation
in 1947 and the early
1990's, the role of the
majority of TA Royal
Signals was to be ready
for the Cold War turning
hot. Over decades,
hundreds of exercises
took place; with
communications
established by HF, VHE
radio-relay, Ptarmigan
and NCRS; in complex
networks covering
hundreds of miles in the
UK and Germany. None
of this practice was ever
tested for real, but TA
volunteers remained
constantly ready. This
scene captures the
atmosphere of one of
those exercises, in a
wood - perhaps in the
UK, perhaps in Germany.

A D11 station is set up and has just established communications, so the link is ‘in and working’. A corporal has tuned the set, while a
WRAC Data Telegraphist is ready to operate the T100 teleprinter. An officer on the vehicle steps passes a message on a form F Sigs 266
for transmission. In the background a powerman attends to the generator, a technician has arrived with his multimeter and a spar e valve,
and camming-up has started. Most importantly , someone is getting a brew on. An NBC sentry in full kit stands apart, watching the town in
the distance, and providing a reminder of the TA serving and protecting the civilian community .

The D11 is usually associated with the HF post-strike communications of 2 Sig Bde. However , it was used by the other TA Sig Bdes for HF
guard comms befor e the introduction of Clansman, so it is appr opriately universal. Some artistic licence has been used to reduce the
amount of camouflage (which would otherwise disguise the detalil), but the variety of dr ess is entirely typical of the period.






