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RHQ ROYAL SIGNALS - DATA PROTECTION ACT STATEMENT

RHQ Royal Signals holds data on serving and retired members of the Royal Corps of
Signals. This data allows us to process welfare claims, manage membership to the Royal
Signals Association, manage contributions to the Royal Signals Benevolent Fund, manage

payments for the Corps magazine ‘ The Wire’ and make funeral arrangements for retired
members.

The information was initially gathered under the 1998 Data Protection Act Schedule 3 Para
4(c) and (d) which states:

“The processing relates only to individuals who either are members of the body or
association or have regular contact with it in connection with its purposes, and does not
involve disclosure of the personal data to a thir d party without the consent of the data

subject.”

Those individuals with whom we ar e in regular contact are being made aware that we hold
data on them. However we also hold a significant number of r ecords for individuals who

left the Corps prior to July 2001.  This information consists of Service Number , Rank,
Surname, Initials, First Names and Date of Birth.

If you wish to verify the data that we hold on you, you will need to contact RHQ by sending
an e-mail to: SOINC-RHQ-ChClk@mod.uk or ringing RHQ Chief Clerk on 01258 482161. 

You will be asked to pr ovide some basic information to pr ove who you are.  We will then be
able to confirm if we hold data on you and if so pr ovide you with the information we hold.

You can then request that we add, update or delete your information.

THEFT OF MEDALS FROM THE ROYAL SIGNALS MUSEUM

A number of medal groups were stolen from the Museum in Autumn 2007.  The loss was
immediately reported to the MOD Police who, after investigations, appr ehended the thief,

Michael Bray . 

Bray , who was a Museum Volunteer, subsequently pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 12
months imprisonment at Dor chester Crown Court on 7 November 2008. The MOD Police
are confident in retrieving the majority of the medals stolen and the Museum would like to
take this opportunity to thank them for their assistance. T rustees and staff have learnt from

this experience and steps have been taken to further safeguar d the collection.

ERRATUM

In the April edition, it was incorr ectly published that Maj DTH Wilson had been awarded
the MBE in the March Operations Awards List.  Maj Wilson was in fact awarded the

Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service (QCVS).  The Editor apologises for this error.
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EDITORIAL
I welcome even more snow reports in this edition!  They range
from the Yukon, through Norway to just about every skiing r esort
in Europe.  Apart from the individual submissions fr om units,
there is a full report with all the results from Capt Emma
Camer on which sums up the 2008 season. It is also good to see
how well the Corps’s bobsleigh stars have done in the Army and
Inter-Service Championships and ther e is an excellent report in
the notes from 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt which gives the detail.
It is clear that Cpls Gunn and Walker are potential Olympians in
2010 and we wish them luck in the trials later this year.

The star on the slopes however, with two photographs and his
own article is Sgt Mick Br ennan who has ‘Battled Back’ thr ough
the programme developed by Lt Col Fr ed Hargr eaves to reach
a point where he is aiming to compete in World Cup races and
has an aspiration to get to the 2014 Olympics.  He deserves our
admiration and support.

On another sporting front, football, congratulations must go to 3
(UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt for lifting the Army Challenge Cup for the
second time in three years in a tight Cup Final against the REME.  

I am also pleased to be able to publish the r esults of the
Photographic Competition and print the winning entries in a size
that does them justice.  Well done LCpl DG Rennie and Mr R
Butler for picking up all the prizes! It is disappointing that ther e
was no award for ‘Royal Signals on Operations’.  There must be
someone out there with a potential winning shot.  Now the
competition is over, send it to The Wire and maybe it will be
printed here.    

BACK COVER 
7 Signal Regiment conduct convoy drills on the Live Firing Tactical
ranges.
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MOVEMENTS
Name and Rank Unit to which posted

MARCH 2009
Lt Col CR Sutherland …………PJHQ - JFHQ
Maj G Blondel …………HQ ARRC
Maj PR Grif fiths …………Directorate Manning (A)
Capt RA Lowe …………1 (RBY) Sig Sqn (SC) (V)
Capt VJ Shipley …………HQ UKTF
2Lt RK Painter …………1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt

APRIL 2009
Lt Col AJ Clewlow …………35 Sig Regt (V)
Lt Col JD Forr est …………HQ SOinC(A ) - CSD 
Maj A Forbes …………16 Sig Regt
Maj T Smith …………Army Foundation College
Capt IS Bur gess …………22 Sig Regt
Capt AS Campbell …………16 Sig Regt
Capt GS Clapham …………16 Sig Regt
Capt MR Eastman …………22 Sig Regt
Capt AC Fensom …………JSSU (Cyp) -  HQTRG
Capt JP McMillan …………3 (UK) Div - 206 Sig Sqn 
Capt IJ Scaife …………2 Sig Regt
Capt TE T urtle …………ATR(W)
Lt AR Bunting …………HQ SOinC(A) - RHQ
Lt TM Collins ..............ATC (P) 2 Regt
Lt PR Crawley …………DCCIS - CSD
Lt T Robinson …………7 Sig Regt
Lt RM W all …………7 Armd Bde 

MAY 2009
Lt Col AJ Parsons …………38 Sig Regt (V)
Lt Col SJ T urpin …………DES
A/Lt Col J T urner …………SANGCOM
Maj SJ Bristow …………DES
Maj JS Hiorns …………TFC IPT
Maj BDD Howarth …………JCUFI
Maj SJF Ing …………10 Sig Reg -  241 Sig Sqn
Maj DW Larkam …………DES - E3A
Maj JC Maynar d ..............Maternity Leave
Maj BL Psaila …………MS Officers CS
Maj R W Taylor …………Temporary 2 RGR L6M
Maj ER W arr en …………31 (CoL) Sig Regt (V)
Capt TJ Bickerstaf f …………2 Sig Regt
Capt MR Eastman …………22 Sig Regt
Capt DK Fielding …………DCCIS
Capt C Fogarty …………32 Sig Regt (V)
Capt HR Fr ost …………Bastion Sp Gp
Capt CJ Heath …………14 Sig Regt (EW)
Capt AH Lewis …………Maternity Leave
Capt CSE Moody …………16 Sig Regt
Capt DJ Smith …………7 Sig Regt
Capt PJ Stubbs …………2 (NC) Sig Bde HQ
Capt J Tinnion …………21 Sig Regt
Lt EA Moor e …………ATC (P) - 2 Regt

JUNE 2009
Maj MP Boyle …………BPST S Africa
Maj SM Lockwood …………HQ Station Material Sp
Maj G Par dew …………NATO JFC N
Maj DR Parkinson …………Army Exchange Posts 
Maj FJ Reid …………1(UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
Maj SY Richar dson …………4 Mech Bde 
A/Maj AM Duncan …………TFC IPT
Capt M Barratt …………Temp JSCSC 
Capt MP Boyle …………BPST S Africa
Capt AS Cupper …………16 Sig Regt
Capt JC Duncan …………33 Sig Regt(V)
Capt PJ Howl …………16 Sig Regt 

Name and Rank Unit to which posted

Capt LS Matthews ………… 22 Sig Regt
Capt MJ O'Hara ………… DGISS (Cyp)
Capt K Robinson ………… HQ SOinC(A) COS
Capt NJ T rengove ………… JSSU (Cyp) 
Capt AM W atts ………… CBFFI

JULY 2009
Lt Col JW Clark …………BMM, Kuwait
Lt Col IN Hunter …………33 Sig Regt (V)
Maj SJ Abram …………HQ SOinC(A) - CSD 
Maj RN Byfield …………22 Sig Regt
Maj MJ Crinnion …………14 Sig Regt (EW)
Maj BY Higgs …………1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
Maj JA Kennedy …………30 Sig Regt
Maj JR Knight …………52 Inf Bde HQ 
Maj JA L yons …………16 Sig Regt
Maj MJ Morton …………1 Mech Bde Sig Sqn 
Maj CJ Raynor …………HQ ARRC
Maj HJ Scott …………16 Sig Regt -  230 Sig Sqn
Maj SW Whittley …………20 Armd Bde Sig Sqn 
Capt G Campbell …………DCCIS
Capt RL Clif for d …………DCTO Eng Ops - CIS 
Capt MJ Dennis …………HQ BRIGNEPAL
Capt JA Fielder …………HQ Land - G6 CBM
Capt MA Paveley …………JSSU Cheltenham
Capt RF Plested ..............7 Armd Bde
Capt IP T oft …………HQ Land - G6 CBM
Capt T W illiams ………… 2 (NC) Sig Bde HQ
Capt SJ W ilson …………16 Sig Regt 
Capt AS Y ates …………HQ BFC - J6CIS 
Lt RP Hammond …………ATC (P) - 2 Regt
Lt MA Miller …………22 Sig Regt

AUGUST 2009
Lt Col KP Thornber …………SANGCOM
Maj CS Alexander …………HQ ARRC
Maj JS Balfour …………DCDS(EC) 
Maj JC Barber …………RSS
Maj EA Byfield …………DCDS(EC) 
Maj HC Cairns …………RSS
Maj EA Dallyn …………1 Sig Bde HQ
Maj MW Davis …………DSTL Electronics
Maj OR Dinnis …………DES
Maj LE Fowkes …………22 Sig Regt
Maj MJ Grierson …………35 Sig Regt (V)
Maj ASF Hutton …………1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
Maj CL Jar dine …………MS Officers Combat Spt
Maj JS Jones …………DES
Maj AJ Lawson …………HQ SOinC(A) -  COS
Maj J Malcolm …………RSS
Maj W McCr eath …………1 Sig Bde HQ
Maj KA Owen …………CBT Engr School - CIS
Maj P Pear ce …………DCMT DTG
Maj Y Rana …………22 Sig Regt
Maj LN Rickman …………HQ SOinC(A )- CSD 
Maj JL Smart …………HQNI Stage 2
Maj CP Smith …………DCDS(EC) 
Maj SA Smoothy …………2 (NC) Sig Bde HQ
A/Maj JC Heaton …………HQSOin(A) - CSD 
A/Maj GA Lewendon …………DGISS
A/Maj MR W allace …………HQ 11 Sig Bde
Capt RL Clayton …………HQ 19 LT Bde
Capt GM Dorrington …………33 Sig Regt (V)
Capt P A Hodgkinson …………30 Sig Regt
Capt S King …………3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
Capt DJ Mar cham …………14 Sig Regt (EW)
Capt BKN Robson …………PJHQ - J6
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Name and Rank Unit to which posted

Capt TW Skinner …………2 Sig Regt

SEPTEMBER 2009
Lt Col JE Sutton …………JSCSC
Lt Col JAG Langley …………JSCSC
Maj MC Br ookes …………JSCSC 
Maj J Caesar …………JSCSC
Maj CP Coleman ………….PJHQ
Maj APJ Coulston ………….PJHQ

Name and Rank Unit to which posted

Maj RJG Edwar ds …………JSCSC
Maj AS Johnson …………RSS
Maj AS McCole …………RSS
Capt LS Cr ossing …………102 Log Bde Sig Sqn

OCTOBER 2009
Lt Col IAJ Condie …………DCCIS
Capt S Howe …………36 Sig Regt (V)
Capt JVB Thomson …………39 Sig Regt (V)

NEWS FROM THE REGIMENTS

1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION 
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT

HERFORD
CO Lt Col FE Hargr eaves
RSM WO1(RSM) W Dunbar

HQ SQUADRON

OC Maj R Manning
SSM WO2(SSM) CS Wilson

TM TROOP UPDATE - by LCpl McClean

It has been a very busy period for TM Tp, with a lot of people
away on op tours and lots of pr e-deployment training to get
through. As a dept, we are busily working towar ds this Tp
disbanding in early April 09, with the majority of the staf f moving
to 212 Sig Sqn in readiness for the upcoming Herrick
deployment.  

Life in the Tp goes on, with the remainder of us keeping things
ticking over, with limited functionality . The remaining staff’s main
focus is now on pr eparation for the up coming r ound of
inspections, under the watchful eye of the new T roop Staffy, SSgt
‘Tony’ Tye, who is a welcome addition to the unit.

TM Tp will have to manage without its much loved and r espected
leader this month but the sadness is tinged with happiness, as
WO1(FofS) ‘Gaz’ Clapham has been commissioned and moves
on with our congratulations.  Good luck and best wishes to you
and your family!

201 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj AHT Garr et
SSM WO2(SSM) R Heynes

A busy few months for 201 Sig Sqn, being
involved in Ex RHINO STAFF, OPTAG
training, range packages and the handover
of much of our kit.  It is also a sad month in
many ways as March is the last month
before the big reshuffle of troops in
preparation for the upcoming tour of
Afghanistan.  Many members of 201 will
become attached to either 211 or 212 Sig
Sqns. Thus Ex RHINO STAFF was the last
Ptarmigan ex that the current 201 formation
will be involved in. But looking ahead, the
deploying troops of 201 will be formed up
by April and the hard effort of pre-
deployment training will continue.

JUNGLE WARFARE ADVISORY COURSE - by Cpl M Wallace

In January during a very cold German winter a 3 man det from
201 Sig Sqn deployed to sunny Belize (BATSUB) to help out on a
Jungle Warfare Advisors Course for the Dutch Army.  As part of a
5 man det, Cpl ‘Mick’ Ramshaw , Cpl ‘Gr omit’ W allace and
LCpl ‘Oatsy’ Oates were in charge of running the safety comms
for those participating in the course.  While looking after HF
Comms and a civilian MAXON radio net, it also included 29 days
of sitting outside in the hot weather whilst getting a tan and
sunbathing on the bridge, when not on radio shift.  

It wasn’t all fun though as there were more things in the jungle
that wanted to eat you than ther e were places to hide.  WO2
Southall (now Capt) was stung by a scorpion while trying to
make a brew but luckily this only involved a bit of sickness for 24
hrs.  We all managed to participate in the Jungle Survival Course
and the local nightlife and also managed to spend the last 4 days
in Cancun in Mexico as a bit of R&R – this was well worth the 14
hr flight it took to get to Belize. W e are all looking forward to the
next course for a return trip.

211 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj J Lambeth
SSM WO2(SSM) J Baxter

EXERCISE RHINO STAFF 09/3

The ‘Mighty’ 211 Sig Sqn deployed to Sennelager Training Area
on 29 January for 3 weeks of Ex RHINO STAFF (A Div Staff ex)
and conditions wer e challenging to say the least.  With the recce
having been conducted befor e the cold snap, we were surprised
to find that the HQ location was now an ice rink.  All 11 of the 16

Nine AFVs vs an ice rink   
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ton armoured vehicles could not crack the ice so once the tent
was up, the heaters were deployed on full blast.  Finally, after
successfully converted the HQ into a swimming pool, a few
trailers of gravel were shovelled in and we were ready to finish the
build.

Once the Staff arrived, fresh challenges kept appearing because
as part of the ex and to facilitate the BCIP 5 experimentation, the
Div Staff were using hybrid UDTs. These are essentially civilian
laptops with the same facilities as their Bowman equivalents,
however they presented some serious challenges in the now
condensation filled tent.  New r outines quickly had to be adopted;
on top of the ever popular ‘br oom duty’ (pushing the puddles of f
the BFOT roof) there has now been included ceiling drying duty
and laptop ‘bagging’.  Despite these challenges, the staf f were
very pleased with the HQ and the Sqn coped well with the steep
learning curve of our first ex since r elieving 212 Sig Sqn of the
Div Staff.  Preparations are now well under way for mor e of the
same on Ex FLYING RHINO, although this time there will be no
popping back to Herfor d for bits and bobs as we will be
deploying to the Czech Republic!

EXERCISE MONS MEMORY

Ex MONS MEMORY was a battlefield study of the WW1
battlefields in the Mons ar ea of Belgium, organised by Cpl
Howell and LCpl Sutherland . The study got underway on
Monday 23 February 2009, when 12 members of Mons Tp
departed from Hammersmith Barracks. There was an air of
anticipation as kit was loaded and the party began to think of
what the next 2 days would have in stor e for them.

After a long and uneventful drive, the Tp finally arrived at the
accommodation and began to pr epare for the next day’s tours
and briefings.  Before deploying, teams had been allocated and
each tasked to research one of the battlefields.  Once ther e, they
had to give a compr ehensive brief to the rest of the group on the
events that happened in that area. Although Mons is now heavily
urbanized the sites are still easily accessible, respectfully
maintained and with plaques describing the events of that site.
Nerves finally settled as the briefings began and the well
researched information was absorbed by the eager listeners.  Sig
Allen , who undoubtedly was the most enthusiastic with his brief,
also had the best quote which sadly cannot be r epeated in this
prestigious magazine.  It was not all work though, because the Tp
took the opportunity at the evening function to say goodbye to Lt
Hollins . She is leaving us after 18 months for a stint with the RAF
and we ensured that she was toasted in the traditional Mons Tp
style.  Finally after goodbyes were said and tales told, we all
returned to our accommodation r eady for the long return trip the
following mor ning.

Ex MONS MEMORY provided an excellent insight into how wars
were fought in the past and how we have evolved as a for ce, but
more importantly, it emphasised the great loss of life and how

much we owe to our pr edecessors.  On return to Herford it was
clear how much the party had lear ned and it emphasised the
need for more battlefield tours to further our knowledge of the
great sacrifices our predecessors had made so we can live today.

212 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj P Pear ce
SSM WO2(SSM) P Watson

PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING RANGE CAMP - by Sig J Brown

On Sunday 15 March, members of the Sqn set of f from Herford to
start the pre-deployment range package that the T raining Wing
had organised.  As soon as we got there the group was split
down into 2 dif ferent troops with 3 sects apiece, then we wer e
assigned to our rooms. Shortly afterwards everybody completed
a weapons handling test and then we got our heads down for the
night. The first day we zeroed our weapons and we all completed
our APWT. Everybody also got the chance to fir e a GPMG which I
found a brilliant experience; this set us up nicely for the week
ahead.

From the APWT we went into live fire on the move which a lot of
the lads were doing for the first time and we pr ogressed right up

to sect attacks and withdrawal and casualty
evacuation. This was very hard, as you had to drag or
carry the casualty about 150 – 200m to safety, while the
rest of the sect gave you covering fir e.  In my sect, I
ended up being the casualty and as I started yelling out
that I had been shot, my sect r eacted very well as this
was unexpected.  We all thought that we would be
dragging out our 18 stone Sgt who was on the other
fire team but everyone carried out all the drills that we
had been taught and we had one hero in our sect. a Sig
Parry who put me in to the fir eman’s lift and ran with
me for around 100m and got me to safety and then r e-
joined the fire fight.

There was also a night time defensive shoot that
everybody completed wher e we could practise our
target indication and fir e control orders that we had
been taught earlier in the week. This was an awesome
sight with GPMGs firing 1 Bit tracer and the illum being
sent up in the air. 

Overall this range package was very enjoyable and we
all learnt a lot from this.  Thanks to the guys from the Training
Wing for giving us such invaluable training for our up coming tour
of Afghanistan in August.                   

The Troop see Lt Hollins off in style  

Lt Hollins lays a wreath at the Mons Cemetery on behalf of the
Squadron
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CO Lt Col JJ Cole OBE
RSM WO1(RSM) March

214 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj PN Randell
SSM WO2(SSM) Hayes

Kuwait Support Facility (KSF) Signal
Troop - by LCpl Gray

The last couple of months have been a
blur as our involvement in the drawdown
of British forces in Iraq increases.  As
well as expanding and re-shuffling the
existing HQ to accommodate JFLogC
staff, Tp members have moved to the
COB and to the JHF in order to provide
robust trunk comms over Cormorant. 

Two months to go!  Many ar e still
suffering from this terrible illness “Post
R&R Blues”, made worse by seeing the
last few people jetting of f to take their well-ear ned 2 week break.
Hopefully the last 2 months will pass as tr ouble free as the
previous 4 have and we will be back in the UK in time to enjoy
the British summer.

Newly introduced daily PT sessions with resident PTI, Cpl ‘Col’
Paterson , have been a shock to the system for some, with Sig
Mike O’Hara immediately regretting indulging on the many
delicacies available in the short order line of the American DFAC.
When time allows, sunbathing is still taking place however , with
the master tanner, Cpl ‘Baz’ Shirkey , always managing to keep
his tan well topped up.

Good fun was had when the CSE show rolled into camp, with
plenty of “Morale Boosters” on show .  SSgt Howar d was
immediately picked out fr om the masses due to being follically
challenged.   LCpl Barrington also received plenty of attention
and affection from the same comedian and was on the r eceiving
end of a big kiss.  We were also treated again to one of Cpl
Garnett’ s now famous Quiz Nights, which went down a storm
with many dif ferent members of KSF taking part, including teams
from BFBS and Paradigm.  However there could be only one
winning team and nobody could compete with the quiz
mastermind that is Cpl ‘Egghead’ Shirkey , who carried his fellow
team members, SSgt Howar d, Sgt Tooke and Cpl Bradley to an
illustrious victory.

Baghdad Communications Unit (BCU) T roop
- by LCpl Kimberley Clements

The BCU Tp has had a busy and eventful tour since deploying in
mid-November.  From the start we have been working har d with
the move of the old US Embassy to a new complex within the
International Zone and the relocation of the OISG from the old
Embassy to FOB UNION III.  Since being deployed we have had
quite a few VIP visitors: these have ranged from the Prime
Minster, Gordon Br own , the outgoing President of the United
States, George W Bush and more recently a surprise visit by
President Barack Obama .  Chief of the General Staff, Gen Sir
Richar d Dannatt GCB CBE MC ADC Gen also visited Baghdad
and had the pleasure to be driven around VBC by our very own
Sig Richar d Jones .   Not to be outdone we also had a few mer e
mortals turn up – for “work purposes” honest!  The Regimental
2IC Maj Toze, the RCMO Capt Overton and RSM, WO1 March,
visited, checking on morale and ensuring that the local sights
were safe for us! 

It has not been all work and no play, as we’ve had the time to fit
in a Camel and Mosquito race night or ganised by LCpl
Kimberley Clements and Sig ‘Clarkey‘ Clarke .  This raised in
excess of $900 which will be combined with the up and coming
Baghdad to York charity fund raising event which starts in May .
All monies raised will be split between the Saint Geor ge’s
Anglican Church of Baghdad and Martin House Childr en’s
Hospice.

At the end of February, Lt Barter took over as BCU Tp Comd
from Lt ‘Boss’ Thompson .  As a leaving gift from the Tp, Lt
Thompson was given a PT session consisting of each member of
the Tp giving him a dif ferent activity or exercise.  One of the LECs
managed to get in on the act and handed over his sweeping
brush.  This was soon relinquished as Lt Thompson did not have
the first clue of how to use it corr ectly!  Unfortunately we could
not break the Boss and luckily for us ther e were no more PT
sessions between then and him leaving BCU.  

2nd SIGNAL REGIMENT 
YORK

BCU Troop with the Prime Minister   

Capt Karl Overton ‘pretending’ that he has done a real tour!  
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Rear Party - by LCpl Steve Wilson

The last 2 months have remained busy for those of us left behind
in Thor Tp, at times stretching the already thin on the ground
personnel.   We would like to welcome Cpl Glyn Knight and Sig
Rakko Rakocevic into the mighty Thor and say farewell to LCpl
Boyo Roscoe who is off to sunny Wales and14 Sig Regt.
Congratulations also go to Sgt Paul ‘Tiz’ T yrell on successful
selection for promotion to SSgt.

Ex KEY BOWMAN in which a small number of personnel from
across the Regt were involved took place with LCpl Gallagher
and LCpl Wilson deployed around the York area, while Cpl Eden
and Cpl Cor nfield ran Comms Ops under the strict supervision
of WO2(YofS) Dave Howie .  The ex ran for 7 days in which every
det moved at least 10 times.

SSgt Brucey Morrison , Cpl Hoz Hoszowskyj and Sig Steve
Grant have enjoyed all the time off work they need for boxing
training.  ‘Eye of the Tiger’ can be heard been playing from the
Gym at all hours, so we can only assume they are working hard.  

219 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj A D Clixby
SSM WO2(SSM) Fadzilah

EXERCISE GLOBAL ROCK - by Sig Natalie Milady

Ten members of Falcon Tp (Spearhead Land Element
Development Tp), deployed to Gibraltar for a 2 week strategic
comms ex, communicating back to ICS Det2 based at the
Windbreaks training area in Bramcote. 

The Tp deployed with TACSAT, JOCS, Bowman HF and an
enormous wealth of talent!  We set up the masts, erected
different types of antennas, programmed the correct settings into
the radios and for a while all we could hear was white noise.
Surely, our HF comms were going to work!  After endless
attempts trying to establish comms back to the det in the UK and
several cases of ‘Otherenditis’, Sig Girdlestone finally
established comms at a range of over 2600km.  Once this was
fully functional, Lt Tudhope decided that we should set up
mobile dets around The Rock with our Bowman fitted Saxons,
practising the use of impr ovised antennas; helping the Sigs in the
Tp to meet their Class 3 – 2 training objectives.  On route around
Gibraltar, we used mostly impr ovised half wave horizontal dipole
antennas as they were quick, easy to raise and efficient.  We
incorporated voice pr ocedure, antennas and propagation and
sending secure voice traffic.  Unfortunately, we didn’ t manage to
get any comms on the TACSAT; however, using the Bowman
radios, we could communicate back to the UK without dif ficulty
during the day and at night.  The JOCS was used to send
appreciations and emails, including the daily events in the Sitr eps
back to Regt. 

Once we had completed our objectives for Ex GLOBAL ROCK
and we still had a few days left befor e our flight departed, we
decided to make a visit to the famous apes on The Rock.  Sig
Searle thought he would liaise with the apes and suf fered the
consequences of a nasty monkey bite on the head and was put
on a course of anti-Rabies medication.  Luckily we had with us
someone who has just left a posting in Gibraltar , Cpl King , who
arranged a ride for us all on one of Gibraltar Sqn’s fastest boats,
the Rib.  Sig Drummond and Sig Horton came in a little
windswept after tearing r ound chasing pirates and North African
drug smugglers with a RN PO.  One of our outings consisted of
visiting HMS Kent, a Type 23 Frigate.   On this, we were taken on
a tour of the ship, showing us how Navy personnel live on a daily
basis.  We were shown the ships EW capabilities, the weaponry
and the living quarters.  It was quite an experience. 

On departing The Rock, we were sad to leave the weather and
great surroundings behind. Nevertheless, we were glad to have
achieved a very successful ex as apparently it wasn’ t possible to
stretch HF comms that far… it can be done! 

EXERCISE GLOBAL PLAIN - by LCpl Dixon

On Friday 13 March Lt Cor ns and 5 other members of Phoenix
Tp departed on Ex GLOBAL PLAIN to the BATUS training area in
Canada. The ex was preparation for when the Tp takes over
Spearhead Land Element (SLE) on 1 June and this is the first time
the Tp has been on ex since re-forming earlier this year.  Our role
was to establish comms with the r emaining members of Phoenix
Tp located at RAF Leeming back in the UK. 

We took our own LWRN equipment and when the ex began, Cpl
Paul Colling , LCpl Gav Dixon and Sig Luke Jepson quickly had
comms with RAF Leeming established.  All aspects of the kit
were then tested over the next 5 days and the Tp went into shift
rotation.  On Monday evening we wer e visited by OC 219, Maj
Clixby , who stayed until Thursday after noon and he was very
keen to check out the “local amenities”. 

The Bowman Det arrived with 24 hours of the ex r emaining and
Cpl Colling , LCpl Steve Hodgkinson and Sig Jepson tried all
day and night to establish comms with Leeming but despite their
gallant efforts, comms could not be established.  In the end we
just ran out of time. 

The Tp then departed for the BATUS adventure training centre at
Trails End Camp for 5 days of skiing in the Banf f National Park.  It
was a long drive which involved a cultural visit to the Hooters
restaurant in Calgary. 

As the week progressed so did our ability and we wer e soon
falling over a lot less and were making steady progress down the
slopes, although Lt Cor ns spent most of his time with his face in

Lt Thompson’s lesson on sweeping

That’s one for the Wire!  
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the snow.  LCpl Hodgkinson was showing of f his skiing skills for
the week, as he had skied before, much to the annoyance of the
rest of us, who were all relatively inexperienced.  On the way
back to BATUS, the Tp spent a day in Calgary looking around the
city.  This was mainly spent shopping and getting lost for most of
the day, although it was definitely a high point of the trip. W e then
took a very scenic tour of the city in a minibus, courtesy of Sgt
Parton who managed to miss almost every tur n on the way out
of the city during rush hour , although we had become used to this
as he managed to get lost everywhere we went.

246 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj BG White
SSM WO2(SSM) Dhirbahadur Pun

EXERCISE RED TRICORN

On an extremely cold and frosty Monday, 246
Gurkha Sig Sqn and attached elements prepared
to roll our of the gates in 4 packets made up of
28 vehicles for deployment on Ex RED TRICORN.
Packets 1 and 3 were heading to sunny Salisbury
Plain and packets 2 and 4 were off to Caerwent
Training Area near Newport, South Wales.  Eng
Sp Tp elements compromising 2 FRTs
commanded by Sgt Stu Cor nish and Sgt Hem
Rama and manned by CS Engs and Inst Techs
were part of the group and the REME LAD made
their presence known by providing a 2 man fitter
section at each location.  Our aim was: 
“To provide 2nd line technical support for the
strategic Cormorant comms to the 3 UK Div HQ”.
The near arctic conditions for the first few nights pr oved to be

rather demanding, especially for LCpl Paul Moor e of 219 Sig
Sqn who had assumed he would be fine with a warm weather
jungle sleeping bag!  The FRT tents became the most desirable
location in the training area due to the near sauna effect gained
from 3 heaters in one 12 x 12 tent.

Ex comms went noticeably well due to the knowledge gained
from Ex JOINT VENTUREin Cyprus.   Pan bashing as always was
the welcome break with one lucky member of the FRT selected to
complete this honourable task on a daily basis.  After a few days
in the field it was back to tearing down and heading back to
Bulford.  The movement back to York from our respective
locations did not quite go as successfully as the r oute out.  A
slight miscalculation of timings and the unpr edictable Friday
traffic, caused all four packets to meet at T rowel service station
on the M1 within a 10 minute block which caused a rather sever e
traffic jam in the HGV parking area – much to the civilian truck
drivers displeasure.

ISLAND TROOP VISIT TO OLD TRAFFORD - by Sig Bir Gurung

Island Tp has been very busy since taking over the Joint Task
Forces HQ2 (JTFHQ2) role.  Led by Capt Hebindra the Tp is now
dual roled as Joint Force Logistic Component (JFLogC) HQ and
JTFHQ2.  With these roles our Tp deployed on numerous exs
both within the UK and overseas, in or der to provide CIS and
Interim Staff Working Environment (ISWE).

A famous English proverb says: “All work and no play made Jack
a dull boy” which means sometimes you need to get out of work!
LCpl Sujan Thapa organised a formal visit to the Manchester
United Football Club, the Old Trafford stadium also known as the
“Theatre of Dreams”.  Manchester United is one of the biggest
football clubs in the world and Old T rafford really is a massive
stadium with a capacity of 76,212 and indeed is a theatr e of
dreams.   We got the full tour tr eatment; visiting the north stand,
the east stand, players changing room and the lounge.  The
playing surface was really awesome.  He then took us around the
club museum which was mind blowing; with memories of the
greatest club heroes and the club’s achievements. 

The Tp OC and all the Tp members were very thankful to LCpl
Sujan for organizing such a worthy visit. The Tp is looking
forward to organizing another program like this in near future. 

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj M Fleming
SSM WO2(SSM) Roberts

The Sqn says a sad farewell to the OC, Maj Paul Anderson , who
is now sunning himself in Cyprus and keeping busy with the
many hats that he is going to have to wear.  We wish him and
Elaine all the best for the futur e.  

Lt Corns goes native

246 get comms in

Island Troop at Old Trafford 
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We welcome the new OC, Maj Mick Fleming and Sue and their
daughter Danielle who join us from 38 Sig Regt.  With his legs
barely under the table, he has taken up the planning for Ex LION
SUN, completed the mandatory Service Fund Managers Course
and signed for the PRI fund. 

Regimental MT - by Cpl Simpson

The Regimental MT deployed to Driffield Training area, to practise
the skills of convoy and cr oss country driving.  Cpl Badger
Taylor was detailed to plan and executed the training day .  SSgt
Chris Hoggar d led from the front, showing the young members
of the Regimental MT how it is done, unfortunately he got stuck
in the water!  Sig Adam Stay did not have much luck either , even

with the MTO, Capt Paul Buckley as the vehicle comd, he failed
to tackle the deep water cr ossing. The MTO who allowed him to
attempt the cr ossing kindly agreed to get wet by connecting the
recovery tow strop.  To prove that it was possible, the MTO asked
both his driving instructors to tackle the
same water crossing.  Cpl Simmo
Simpson and Cpl Badger T aylor crossed
successfully using the same Leyland Daf.
Earlier on in the day Sig Lisa Br osnan
decided to take a well ear ned break in the
middle of a 1ft deep puddle and thanks to
the help from Sgt Mick Makin she didn’t
stay stuck for too long.

The Dept took part in a self-r ecovery stand
which was provided by Cpl Ross Melon
and LCpl ‘Pikey’ Pike from the LAD.  They
were tasked to recover a stranded Land
Rover from a rather deep puddle with a
Turfer winch.  With a bit of ef fort and a
load of sweat, the Rover eventually found
dry land.  This proved to be an interesting
and informative lesson.  All members of
the Regimental MT had a good day and
benefited from the refreshment training.  

REGIMENTAL FOOTBALL TEAM - by Capt Richie Bell

The season has turned out to be much mor e successful than was
anticipated back in September .  Rumours of an Abramovich style
player acquisition cir culated wildly thr ough the bars and bazaars,
although this proved to be unfounded as only 3 Army/Corps level
players arrived.  However, the season’s success has been
brought about on the back of the discovery of new talent fr om
existing resources.  Sigs ‘Lenny’ Leonar d and Aaron Carr spring
immediately to mind.

After a slow start to the season and a weather enfor ced 6 week
winter break, the Regt moved into February with wins against the
Scots Guards and both 3 and 1 Scots in the Army Cup.  This saw
us safely into the Army Cup Quarter Final and drawn against the
2007 winners 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt.  A win against 4 Bde and a

bye against 11 Sig Regt moved the team into the Signaller Cup
Semi to meet 21 Sig Regt on 15 April.

Our most successful endeavour thus far has been the 2 Div Cup.
Having despatched 5 Regt RA 2 – 1 and 39 Regt RA 4 – 3, we
arrived at Boroughbridge Football Club on 25 Mar ch to play 5
GSMR in the Major Units Final.  This proved to be a Titanic
struggle and despite scoring early in the first half and totally
dominating play, we were unable to make the best of our dozen
chances in normal time.  Sgt Lavs Lavelle APTC and Sig
Leonar d worked tirelessly up front scoring 1 each and testing the
keeper on numerous occasions.  Able support fr om a midfield of
Cpl Riz Rizza , LCpl Danny Haley , LCpl Rab McGuir e and Sgt
Nat Wallace AGC, was not enough to win the game outright and
the heartbreak continued as a penalty was missed and the
woodwork was hit on 3 occasions. The back 4 of Sgt Chris
Glennar d, Sig Nick Rakocevic , Sgt Dave Graham and LCpl
Billy Bur ns spent most of the match on the r eceiving end of the 5
GSMR goalkeeper’s huge kicks which caused continual pr oblems
and proved to be their most potent form of attack.  It should be
noted that their goalkeeper was awar ded the man of the match
for a number of stunning saves and that he is a TA Soldier who
plays in the Conference and earns more than I do!  Nevertheless,
we moved into extra time with the scor e at 2 – 2 and thankfully
Sig Leonar d came to our rescue with only 6 mins left, smashing
the ball into the roof of the net from close range to the tir ed but
jubilant cheers of his team mates and the rapidly ageing
management team on the bench. 

3 Div HQ & Sig Regt in the Army Cup Quarter Final proved an
altogether dif ferent challenge 6 days later.  Two well matched
sides lined up and fought out a tense and close contest at the
Tidworth Oval on 31 March.  We lost 2 – 1 and that’s all I am
going to say about it.  Good luck to them and I hope they win it.
There is still some way to go this season, but with potential
success in the Signaller Cup and Yorkshire Services Football
League on offer, it is evident that 2 Sig Regt Football is on the
rise. 

ROYAL SIGNALS WING AND RCMO SYMPOSIUM 4 – 5
FEBRUARY 09

Tension had been building since October 08 after the first
mention of the RSW & RCMO Symposium (the last word
supposedly has a dif ferent meaning in ancient Greek!).  Certain
members of the Royal Signals Smoking Team (RSST) BFG were
starting to show symptoms of nerve gas poisoning, all because
Maj Chris Laycock said he wanted to go for a walk over the
Yorkshire Moors – visions of SAS selection and the ultimate man
test between Capt ‘Paddy’ T ownley and Capt Kev Reed were
being talked about.

Come February, the snow fell and the RSST found their excuse
not to be able to attend the symposium, appar ently Leeds
Bradford was closed due to snow and ice.  Most people arrived

LCpl ‘G’ Gaylard striking a pose on the vehicle recovery

2 Signal Regiment Football Team with Comd 11 Sig Bde and 2 Div Cup  
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early Tuesday evening apart from Capt ‘Dicky’ Dyer who as
usual turned up late and hungry. He then decided to walk a mile
to the chippy only to find it was closed – luckily Capt Townley
came to the rescue with his fish and chip flavour ed crisps.  When
Dicky arrives, the first question is: “What’ s the difference
between a Land Rover tyre and Dicky ?”  The answer is a Land
Rover tyre stops whining when it gets to its destination.

Up early on the Wednesday morning and after a questionable
breakfast, we headed for the moors.  After an epic and at times
white knuckle drive (thanks to Capt Shaun Wilson ) we arrived at
our drop off point.  The fashion show began with statements like
“all the gear no idea” and worse, then out stepped Capt Jim
Coupland , who had misinterpreted what was going on and
because someone mentioned that we wer e being dropped of f at
the train station, alighted fr om the mini-bus with an anorak,
wearing his granddads train-spotting gear and had used “black
and nasty” wrapped ar ound his ankles for gaiters.

The 3 hour walk over Ingleborough through the snow went
without incident.  That is until we arrived at the trig point; Maj
Chris Laycock had arrived about an hour and a half before
anyone else and didn’t even have a “dab on”.  And while he was
waiting he had decided to chat up a young lady (in her early 70s)
by eating all her fig rolls.  He was heard to say: “that was the best
I have ever had” just when others on the walk stated to arrive.

As we started our descent, the mist came in r educing visibility
somewhat.  Capt Karl Overton walked off with his head down
and it was assumed that he was checking the bearing on the
compass, so everyone followed.  After about 200m it became
apparent that he was in fact sending a text message to Capt

Shaun Wilson asking him to tell the publican that we wer e
inbound.  Ten MLTs on the walk and not one compass to be seen!
Down the hill into Ingleton Village and into the pub for some hot
soup and a few soft drinks!  It was then the long and
uncomfortable drive back to Y ork with some parts of the anatomy
bursting at 150psi – it must be an age thing!  A quick tur n around
and then it was a cultural visit to York Minster, sampling the local
delicacies.  I would like to mention her e, that in no way did the
SO1 Soldiers get lost when he went to the cash point machine.
His sense of direction is impeccable and he was just checking
out the more obscure sights one would not normally see when
visiting York.

Oh yeah, we were also able to get some work done befor e
everyone departed back to their units and the snow kept us in
York.

SO1 Soldiers would also like to take this opportunity to say thank
you for a job well done and some excellent car eer advice to
Soldiers and bid farewell to the following RCMOs:

Capt Dave Mitchell
Capt Paddy T ownley
Capt Jim Coupland
Capt Al Campbell

And welcome and good luck to the following new RCMOs:

Capt Kev Reed – RCMO (SW)
Capt Matt Eastman – RCMO (Midlands)
Capt Andy George – RCMO (Wales/JSSO/Cyprus)
Capt Daz Clapham – RCMO (Germany South)       

3r d (UNITED KINGDOM) DIVISION 
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT

BULFORD

CO Lt Col PEJ Dr ew
RSM WO1 MR Eastman

Those of you who know the Regt will be comforted to lear n that
the busy and rewarding pace of life continues as befor e and
despite an intensive ex period, we have still achieved
considerable sporting success while also finding time to assist
the local community .  Straight after returning from Ex RED
TRICORN, we immediately set about preparing to deploy on Ex
IRON TRIANGLE; in addition we have begun the preparation for
the usual round of annual inspections while we also look forwar d
to the 65th anniversary parades for D Day in June, as well as
playing a full part in the Div bi-centenary celebrations.  Despite all
these tasks, we managed to find time to deploy one of the Sqns
on shooting camp to L ydd and Hythe, which pr oved to be a
resounding success and was thor oughly enjoyed by all who
attended.  The football team is also going fr om strength to
strength and has achieved a string of victories, including a close
but vital win over their main rivals, 2 Sig Regt.  

There have been a number of key personality changes in the
Regt.  From the Officers Mess we said farewell to the 2IC, Maj
Dominic Sharkey , as he left on promotion to join DEC CCII; we
wish him and Lt Col Sara Copley well in their impending
marriage.  After a short gap in the 2IC post we r ecently welcomed
Maj Al Jenkins and his wife Annette to the Regt.  We will also
imminently be saying farewell to the MTO, Capt Danny Ferguson
RLC and his wife Pauline , Capt Anna Lewis and her husband
Capt James Lewis RM and also congratulations to Lt Stuart
Thomas and his new wife Clair e.  From the WOs and Sgts Mess,
the Regt says farewell to the RSM, WO1(RSM) Matt Eastman as
he departs on commissioning to be RCMO in Staf ford,
WO2(SSM) Mickey Y endell on promotion to WO1 as RSM of 11
Sig Regt, WO2(MTWO) Guy Padfield on promotion to WO1 as
RSM of 31 Sig Regt, WO2(RQMS) Kelvin Price SCOTS on

completion of his colour service and WO2(RTWO) Mick Taylor
back to be a SSM. 

EXERCISE RED TRICORN

Ex RED TRICORN was the Regt’s annual ex and a chance to
shake ourselves out for Ex IRON TRIANGLE where the full Div
Staff deploy.  This year it was decided to do something dif ferent
for RED TRICORN and instead of deploying the traditional Main
HQ and armd forward HQs it was decided to practise establishing
an early entry HQ, before moving into a building of opportunity .
The training areas chosen were Caerwent and Salisbury plain.
Caerwent proved to be an ideal location with several der elict
buildings and huge real estate.  The fresh challenges presented
by this got everyone excited and several of the older sweats wer e
taken back to their days in the Balkans.  There was more than
one ‘in my day’ story told over the course of the ex.  In addition
to taking over and transforming der elict buildings, ther e were
several comms trials to be carried out, including an ambitious
plan to bridge Ptarmigan and Cormorant and for the mobile
Ptarmigan access to be carried over Cormorant.  The r esults were
impressive and achieved successfully with invaluable support
from other units including 2 Sig Regt, 10 Sig Regt, 22 Sig Regt
and 3 Log Sup Regt.  

However, as with all exs in the Army, the weather turned against
us.  A combination of snow , freezing temperatures and heavy rain
soon turned the grassed areas into a quagmire.  Vehicles got
bogged in and tents wer e sinking into the mud.  All our planning
and recces did not survive contact with some of the worst
weather we have had and the initial plan had to be r e-evaluated
on a freezing night in the pouring rain.  Amazingly tempers were
kept in check and the new plan worked well.  This particular ex
will always be remembered for its spectacularly cold and wintry
weather.  Despite using 2 sleeping bags, people wer e still
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shivering at night, a situation quickly r ectified once power and
lighting were installed.  The EDs became more popular than ever
and were soon receiving calls to get the heating tur ned down
because the place was like a sauna.

There were several visits by external agencies throughout the
course of the ex and they were all impressed by the hard work
and imagination that had gone into transforming the once der elict
building into a comfortable working envir onment with full CIS
provision and Sky TV, or open source media as it was officially
referred to.   

Overall Ex RED TRICORN was a huge success, it pushed
everyone out of their comfort zone and for ced comds to tackle
taking over a derelict building and transforming it into a staf f
working environment with all the CIS assets needed to fight a
war.  This was all achieved in good time and a great deal of
invaluable experience was gained by all who deployed.  

WILTSHIRE YOUNG CARERS GIVE 206 SIGNAL SQUADRON A
LESSON IN LIFE - by Cpl Taylor

This month during the Comic Relief show, I am sure that most
people saw the harrowing stories of childr en, forced by
circumstance to car e for members of their families who wer e
disabled or otherwise af flicted.  These children, some of whom
are in primary school, have more responsibility than a lot of adults
when they should be enjoying normal pleasures of childhood.

On 14 March a small contingent fr om the Regt had the honour of
hosting a group of childr en just like this from the Wiltshire Young
Carers on one of their days out.  These are days when these kids
can throw off the shackles of the daily routine, let their hair down
and have some fun.  Nine soldiers from the Regt hosted the
group at ‘The Beeches families centre in Bulford.  The day
consisted of a quick brief in the mor ning, followed by a ration
pack lunch (cooked over a hexi stove) then 4 stands.  The
purpose of the day was to give an overview of life in the Army ,
what we do for a living and an insight into what enjoyment can be
had from a life in uniform.  The initial brief consisted of a
presentation of military equipment and our r ole in life; then Cpl
Stor ey of 202 Sig Sqn regaled them with tales of his time served.
Once completed it was on to lunch.  Each person was issued
with a 24 hr ration pack and the gr oup was split into 4.  We all
made our way down to the natur e reserve where the rations were
opened; we demonstrated how to pr epare the food and everyone
tucked in.  The general opinion was that the food was better than
they imagined, however it was noticed that ther e were more boil
in the bags left at the end than chocolate!  

The next couple of hours were spent going around the separate
stands which consisted of cam and concealment, shelter
building, a command task and a weapons overview stand.  206
Sig Sqn’s very own Bear Grylls (a.k.a. Sig Lee ) and Sig Parker
were doing the shelter building stand.  Sig Lee proved to be a
great hit with some of the older girls in the gr oup, with much
sniggering and nudging to be observed.

Cpl Taylor and Sig Morton covered the cam and concealment
stand, where the groups got to see how it should be done – Sig
Morton doing a sterling job of imitating a shrub – then the gr oups
had the opportunity to cam themselves up and be hunted by the
instructors.  The results were predictable with some very heavily
painted happy faces by the end of the day .  Cpl Stor ey and Sig
Walker were doing the weapons stand, wher e a Browning 9mm,
SA80 A2 Rifle, LSW and a GPMG were on display for the groups
to see and feel.  These were greeted with a bit of ‘shock and
awe’ by the groups, but almost everyone overcame that to see
them as the tools they are.

The command task stand was a genuine favourite, with the
groups giving it their all on the ‘river cr ossing’.  At the end of the
day all 4 groups decided to have a tyr e race to the top of the
incline to decide the winners.

At the end of the day all participants wer e tired but very happy,
the children in particular did not see a moment of the day go to
waste and the smiles and thanks we received were matched by
the sense of accomplishment everyone felt.  That we as a gr oup
had managed to give these brave young people a day out to
remember was a great feeling. 

REGIMENTAL FOOTBALL TEAM - by Sgt Stephenson

Twelve games in 5 weeks was always going to be a stif f test for
the Regimental Football Team.  The Army Challenge Cup 4th
round and Quarter Final, Signallers’ Cup Semi Final, Div Cup
Semi Final and the league were all within our grasp.

The 4th round of the Army Cup arrived first; a tough home game
against cup favourites School of Electrical Mechanical Engineers
(SEME).  The Regt, without Army veterans Cpl Hankey and LCpl
‘Jay’ Bates , raced into an early lead courtesy of a fine strike by
Sig Wood .  As half time approached, SEME were back in it when
our resolute defence finally buckled under pr essure.  The second
half began as did the first, with LCpl ‘Matty’ Hinton breaking
through early on to squeeze the ball past the advancing keeper.
With 10 mins remaining, Man of the Match Sig Wood sealed
SEME’s fate with a great finish to the keeper’s left.  Final score 3
Div Sig Regt 3 – SEME 1.

Two days later was the Signallers’ Cup Quarter Final against 30
Sig Regt.  Again we were light on the ground due to injury.  Maj
‘Billy’ Gr een (68) even had to polish off his boots and sit on the
bench.  The game ebbed and flowed and at half time the scor e
was 2 apiece.  The second half was a more one sided affair with
the Regt eventually winning by 5 goals to 3 with a brace fr om Sgt
Stephenson .

The draw for the Army Cup Quarter Finals had been made and
the now cup favourites, 2 Sig Regt stood befor e us.  They fielded
a very strong side, including the pr esent Army captain.  A great

LCpl Boko, Sig Parker and Sgt Hopkinson manning RadCon

Sigs Parker and Turner take turns in teaching their audience how
to cook rations
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game followed with both teams fighting har d to gain the upper
hand.  With 30 mins played, LCpl ‘Jay’ Bates picked up a loose
ball inside the box and str oked it into the top cor ner to give the
Regt a deserved lead.  The game was far from over as 2 Sig Regt
applied plenty of pr essure.  The second half was much the same
with the game swinging fr om one end to the other.  On 70
minutes, they made the breakthrough, when a sweetly timed
effort nestled into the cor ner of the net.  With both teams still
playing well, it was left until 10 mins fr om the end for Sgt
Stephenson to calmly lob past the outstr etched keeper to put
the Regt back into the driving seat and into the Semi Final.

ARMY CUP FINAL A T ALDERSHOT MILITARY STADIUM v 7
Bn REME– 22 APRIL 2009 - by Cpl Mark Hankey

3 (UK) Div HQ and Sig Regt
once again fought through to
the Army Challenge Cup
final.  The Regt last won the
cup in 2007, but the loss of a
large proportion of that team
and a major deployment
during 2008 meant that in
many ways they were
rebuilding from scratch.  The
road to the final saw them
face stiff opposition fr om
several strong opponents
including SEME Bordon, 2
Sig Regt and 4 LS Regt RLC.

Cup final day arrived and the team contended with nervous
energy, apprehension and more butterflies than you could shake
a stick at.  The Boss (Maj Billy Gr een RE), led them onto the
pitch to line up alongside the opposition, wher e they were
presented to the guest of honour, Mr Wilf Dixon , a former
Arsenal coach, Brig C J Thackray from the Army Football

Association and representatives from the sponsors, Towergate
Wilson.  The tension was palpable.  The National Anthem was
played by the band of the Light Cavalry and everyone stood tall
and extremely proud. All were mindful of the importance of such
an occasion and the victory r equired to make the day complete.
There was a one minute silence to pay tribute to the fallen,
followed by the teams taking their places.  The stadium fell silent,
the whistle blew.

7 Bn REME kicked the match of f, but it was the mighty Ir on
Division who started the game sharper, launching a barrage at
their opponents, with Cpl ‘Tiny’ Hankey and Sig ‘Heyo’ McGhee
twice smashing the 7 Bn REME crossbar. The pace was
relentless as their was peppered from all directions.  It appeared
to be only a matter of time befor e we got the vital first goal.  The
breakthrough came after 35 mins.  A series of good passes
culminated in Cpl Scotty Randall playing a 5 yard cross to Cpl
Cullifor d who struck a sweet but fer ocious drive from 25 yards
into the cor ner of the REME goal.  One nil to 3 Div! The team and
our fans, all of whom had travelled fr om Ex IRON TRIANGLE 09
to give their support, wer e ecstatic.  7 Bn came back har d but
their efforts were repulsed by some great defensive work from the
back 4, especially Cpl Mark Hankey , SSgt Pete ‘Tif fy’
Sanderson and Sig Ewan Lindsay who managed to defeat a
determined REME comeback.  Half time came and both teams
welcomed the br eak from the heat and the pace.

The second half started at a similar pace to the first, only this
time 7 Bn were the better and pressurised the Regt all the way;
forcing some basic errors that resulted in Sgt ‘Stevo’
Stephenson giving away a reckless free kick wide on the left.  7

Bn struck a beautiful fr ee
kick that found its way in at
the back post, leaving Sig
Jay Patmor e stranded and
the REME with a justified
equaliser to make it 1 – 1. 

In an attempt to stem the
tide, the Signals brought on
their secret player on the left,
LCpl Matty Hinton to
replace Cpl Scotty Randall ,
who had given his all.
Conceding a goal was the
spur to drive 3 Div back into
action; they redoubled their
efforts and once mor e had 7

Bn on the back foot. The REME defence finally succumbed to
some outstanding football fr om Hankey , Stephenson and
McGhee , who set up Cullifor d for the simplest of tap-ins on the
near post underneath the wrong-footed keeper to make it 2 – 1.
The combination of str ong support fr om the terraces and tactical
substitutions fr om the Boss ensured the Regt kept the pr essure
on and as the clock ran down, the skipper and Woody played out
4 minutes of synchronised close contr olled football at the cor ner
flag to frustrate the REME. The final whistle sounded and it was
time for the celebrations to begin. The Regt had won the Army
Challenge Cup for the 2nd time in 3 years.

It was left to Sgt Stephenson to lift the tr ophy for the 2nd time,
with LCpl Bates narrowly beating Cpl Hankey and Cpl Cullifor d
to the “Man of the Match’ awar d. The trophies were presented by
Mr Wilf Dixon and the CO, Lt Col Dr ew, a rugby man at heart,
entered the changing room after the match at his own peril to
congratulate the team on what was an outstanding achievement
and thoroughly deserved victory. 

The team would like to thank 3 Div’s old guard and one time only
winners Capt Richie ‘Ir onside’ Bell , SSgt Dean Boughen MBE
and Cpl Bar ney Rizza for taking the time and ef fort to travel from
all ends of the country to give their loyal and continued support
on a very special occasion for the Royal Corps of Signals.  A
special mention must also go to Cpl ‘Danny’ Daniels who played
in the semi-final against 4 LS Regt RLC and scored what can only
be described as a ‘magic’ goal to secur e victory.  Unfortunately,

3 Div Sig Regt celebrating the winning goal

Sig McGhee in action

The victorious 3 (UK) Div HQ and Sig Regt team with the Army Challenge
Cup
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he was required to fly back to Op HERRICK on the day prior to
the final, thus missing out on this gr eat achievement, but still very
much a part of it.  We are all thinking of you, keep your head
down, return back safely and bring your boots (somebody will
use them). 

ARMY AND INTER-SER VICE BOBSLEIGH CHAMPIONSHIP
2009

The Army and Inter-Service bobsleigh championships took place
this year in Sestriere Italy which was the host track of the 2006
Winter Olympic Games.  The track measures 1.431m long,
includes 19 corners and sliders reach speeds of up to 130km/h.
The first competition was the Army championships held on Friday
8 March.

The competition is held over 2 heats with both times added
together; the team with the fastest combined time is the winner .
Cpl Gunn and LCpl Walker represented the Regt with Walker
driving and Gunn on the brakes. The girls won the race
comfortably, ahead of Army novice champions Capt Charlie
Peters and Capt Belinda Robson and were crowned Army
Champions. Cpl Gunn was awarded the fastest brakeman tr ophy,
despite being unable to run due to a hamstring injury . The start
times are usually attributed to the speed and power of the
brakeman although both the driver and brakeman push. In this
case Cpl Gunn had to sit in whilst LCpl Walker powered the sled
to an impressive 6 second start, the fastest of the competition.
The trophy was reluctantly accepted!

The Inter-Service Bobsleigh Championship is a unique event in
that it is essentially a team competition; the only one of its type.
Each Service is allowed to have 4 male 2-man teams and 3
female 2-man teams. The competition is held over 2 days, taking
2 runs on each day; similar to the Olympics. The times of the best
3 men’s teams from each Service are added together to
determine the winners. Similarly, the best 2 women’s teams from
each Service are added.

Both Cpl Gunn and LCpl Walker were selected to represent the
Army for the Inter-Service championships, but in or der to field the
strongest possible team, Gunn and Walker were selected as
pilots along with Capt Charlie Peters . The brakemen were Pte
Hannah Williams , Cpl Carrice Allen and Capt Belinda Robson .
The RAF fielded 2 teams but unfortunately the Navy could only

field 1 team making them the automatic winners of the wooden
spoon.  Day 1 of the competition saw the Army team get a very
healthy lead.  Cpl Walker pushed by Pte Williams was ahead by
more than 2 seconds and posted the fastest start of 5.77 and a
fastest down time of 59.45.  Cpl Gunn unable to run gave all the
competitors a head start then dr ove back up into 2nd position
only 0.02 sec in front of RAF 1.  Day 2 saw a few changes as RAF
2 crashed in the 4th heat; the Army women maintained their lead
and won the competition with a lead of over 4 seconds.   LCpl
Walker’ s team won the individual award for the 2nd year running.
The RAF was 2nd and the Navy 3rd. 

Lt Col Dr ew and WO1(RSM) Eastman came out to support the
championship.  Determined to give them a thor ough insight to the
sport, Cpl Gunn and LCpl Walker arranged a trip down the track
for them both in a bobsleigh. The plan had been for Gunn and
Walker to take them both down but for insurance r easons this
was not allowed. Cpl Gunn admitted she had been very nervous
about the consequences of crashing the RSM! The CO and RSM
got a ride in a 4-man bobsleigh piloted by one of the Italian
internationals (a much safer ride I’m sure…..)

Cpl Gunn and LCpl Walker also had a very successful
international season. Cpl Gunn was reserve brakeman for the
GB1 team alongside team mates Nicola Minichiello and Gillian
Cooke , together the team finished 3rd place overall in the World
Cup series.  Cpl Gunn raced in 2 of the 8 races finishing 9th in
Winterberg, Germany and 3rd in St Moritz, Switzerland. The team
went on to win this year’ s World Championships in Lake Placid. 

This season saw LCpl Walker progress from Europa Cup to
World Cup representing GB2 with team mates Kelly Thomas and
Julia Hubbar d.  She ranked 4th overall in the Europa Cup series
with a highest placing of 2nd in Altenber g, Germany she then got
a best placing of 9th in the final World Cup race in Salt Lake,
America. This secured her qualification for the World
Championships. After a fantastic first run putting her in 12th
position, a crash in the second heat meant she was unable to
continue.

Both Cpl Gunn and LCpl Walker are hoping to secure selection
for next year’s Olympic Games and we could see them pair up
together.  Trials will be in September and Olympic teams
confirmed in January 2010.  The CO and all in the Regt wish
them the very best of luck. 

7th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

CO Lt Col NJ Makepeace
RSM WO1(RSM) M McDonald

KABUL JOINT SUPPOR T UNIT

KABUL ICS TROOP

OC Capt Sal Lifton
2IC SSgt Lee Rickar d

LIVE FIRING TACTICAL TRAINING (LFTT) RANGE DAY
- by Sig Greig

Recently, several members of Kabul ICS Tp were given the
opportunity to join Souter For ce Protection and Transport Coy for
a day of LFTT ranges.  2Lt Lois Exell , LCpl Dan Tyler and I
joined 50 others for the trip over to Camp Alamo, wher e the
Afghan National Army Officers and SNCOs complete their
training. Our trip to the ranges saw us venturing out to some
extremely barren ranges and getting up even closer to the Kush
Mountain range that surrounds Kabul. The land surrounding
Camp Alamo is filled with a vast collection of wr ecked tanks left
over from the Russian occupation and their scatter ed carcasses
littered the route up to the range.

Our first shoot of the day saw us advancing as a fir e team,
coming under contact, br eaking down into pairs and finally
individual fire and manoeuvre. After an initial advance towards the
target, we had to complete the same drill whilst extracting.  For
LCpl Tyler and me it was the first time we practised these drill
using live ammunition and it was quite an experience. 

Our next scenario saw us mounting a vehicle patr ol with 3 Snatch
Land Rovers.  Driving across the range, the convoy came under
simulated IED attack with battle explosions. A secondary attack
was initiated with small arms fir e from a ‘pop-up’ enemy tar get
and the top cover started to engage the enemy .  All the other
occupants formed a baseline in or der to allow a casualty to be
extracted from the lead vehicle and back to a rally point. Once
they had been safely extracted into cover , we followed suit and
peeled off to the rally point as well.  Not being a scenario I’d had
a lot of practice on, I was surprised how all the training I’ve had
kicked in and carried me thr ough the situation. 

Other shoots during the day included a stoppage drill ex with
primary and secondary weapons, a Close Quarters Battle (CQB)
range and LMG firing.  For the stoppage drills we engaged a
target to our front using SA80s until the command “stoppage”
was called.  This then involved us making a quick switch to our
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Sig Sauer Pistols in order to continue to engage the tar get. It
proved to be a bit of a challenge at first but I got the hang of it
after a few attempts. The CQB scenario involved us patr olling
down a simulated alleyway and coming under ef fective enemy fire
to our front.  We used the tunnel method to withdraw
successfully, peeling back to a safe location ar ound a corner. It
was a sharp introduction to the dif ficulties patrols must face on a
day-to-day basis and allowed us to put our skills and drills to the
test.  It was made all the more realistic by the battle stimulations
being put on by the range conducting staf f.

The day provided us with a welcome br eak from our windowless
life in the COMMCEN and the confines of Camp Souter . It was a
fantastic opportunity to practise our training, and the use of live
rounds made it all the more realistic.

KABUL JOINT SUPPOR T UNIT

OC Maj Bob Pye
SSM WO2 Nav Elliott

It has now been over a month since the first elements of 7 Sig
Regt landed in Kabul and we have now settled into our r oles and
day-to-day r outine. The honeymoon period is now most definitely
behind us but the pace of life her e is ensuring we are all still
being kept on our toes. The most significant change of late has
seen the amalgamation of KSU MT and Kabul Patrol Coy, which
have merged to become Souter For ce Protection & Transport
Coy.  As for everyone else it is pretty much now business as
usual, with regular G1/G4 runs around the Kabul AOR, we all
take every opportunity to get to the ranges wher e some
are proving great shots, such as Sig Sauer .  Morale is
high and the R&R is about to kick in so it’ s all good so far,
long may it continue.  

QUARTERMASTER DEPARTMENT

QM Maj Alf Cupper
RQMS WO2 Andy Minor czyk

KJSU LIFE SO FAR… - by Sgt Bailey

Life within Camp Souter now the Regt has settled into
routine is proving to be a mixed bag, depending on who
you speak to.  Everyone is working long hours and
preparing for the imminent sunshine period.  Following the
snow and ice, we are now experiencing large medical
demands for factor stupid sun-scr een.

A weekly quiz has been established and is hosted by Sgt
Sweetman and Sgt Townsend. The first week’s questions
were more akin to a Class 1 examination but thankfully
now, the questions are excellently researched and the quiz
has a distinct pub feel. The current egg heads, who have
won 3 times on the bounce, ar e headed up by SSgt Hogben .
We’re beginning to wonder if he has been checking out the
Google entries on the quiz organiser’s computer!

LCpl Walker has organised an ongoing 4-a-side dept football
tournament. Teams have paid a contribution to ‘Help for Her oes’
to enter and the competition is close fought!  No one has so far
played the Canadian contingent; they wer e last seen brandishing
over-size hockey sticks and gum shields…

There is a now a Camp Souter Guitar and Music Club headed up
by Sgt Bailey and Sig Greig. Three weeks in and nails have been
chopped and blisters ar e being endured by all that enter the rock
‘n’ roll house of pain. The well-equipped gymnasium has taken a
battering by WO2(SSM) Elliott , who has recently given up
smoking.  He has now taken to looking mor e like an anxious Alex
Ferguson , chewing incessantly on the sidelines of a
championship match.

Most recently Camp Souter enjoyed an excellent night of horse
racing, hosted by SSgt Blacklock .  The horses were kindly hand-
made by KBR and the syndicates, or crazy loan punters, could

bid for the horses and thr ow the dice to see them over the finish
line. Team G4 won 2 races and Team G4 Management took the
highest prize of the evening’s races.  A fantastic night was had by
all and the event will run again on a monthly basis, with $100
going in the pot for ‘Help for Her oes’.

KSU MT

OC SSgt Johnson
2I/C Sgt Cair ns

OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN WITH THE NEW FORCE
PROTECTION & TRANSPORT COMPANY (FP&T COY)
- by Sgt Cairns

KSU MT recently travelled down to KAF to begin training on the
new Vector vehicles which are due to replace Saxon.  Once in
KAF we were put straight into the vehicles and, after banging
heads on the doors, weapon racks and every other item in it,
headed out to the dry training ar ea.  We put the vehicle to the test
on the cross country and truth be told, it is a good vehicle of f
road. We were soon heading for the wet area and that was where
the fun began. The mud, small lakes and steep embankments
were no match for the vehicle until Cpl Knight got into the
driver’s seat.  Despite being an experienced DLAI, Cpl Knight
drove into what he thought would be a quick spin thr ough a
puddle – the vehicle sank. We have since found out that the
vehicle must now sit and dry out for 8 weeks, then be stripped
out totally and refitted with electrics and engine parts as most of
them no longer function. 

KSU MT has also been tasked with providing Close Protection to
a number of VIPs. Most recently Cpls Knight and Mitchell , LCpl
Urquhart , Sig Merrigan and I were privileged to transport Chief
of the General Staff Sir Richar d Dannatt  KCB CBE MC ADC
Gen and his entourage around Kabul.  What an experience that
was!  Since then we have been training with 42 Cdo RM in
preparation for our amalgamation into For ce Protection &
Transport Coy. The training that we have received has been
professional and outstanding, especially when we went out on a
snap VCP and Maj Pye decided to extend the 5s and 20s drill to
50s and 100s. Unlucky for Sgt Cair ns, whilst carrying out the Op
BARMA drill, he managed to smash the brand new original Rolex
watch that cost 20 dollars but the nice local fr om whom he
bought it  kindly swapped it, after he told him it fell apart. 

With the Souter football league now up and running it comes as
no surprise to find the MT A team at the top and they will
probably be there at the end of the tour. Unfortunately the same
can’t be said about the B team who ar e not doing so well,
especially since their star player SSgt Johnson had to take time
out when 2 essential parts of his body wer e sent shooting around
his system after Cpl Knight volleyed the ball from 3 yards away. 

KSU MT with CGS, Sir Richard Dannatt
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HELMAND ICS SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Phil Muir
SSM WO2 Lee Linton

ROYAL SIGNALS ELECTRICIANS (RSE) ON OPERATIONS
- by LCpl Young

In February this year, the famous (maybe I mean notorious) RSE
det from 7 Sig Regt deployed on ops to Afghanistan.  Almost
immediately, the team became bored of travelling and with
nothing much to do at Brize Norton, the girls made their own
entertainment by giving LCpl Young a lovely makeover and
“escorting” him to the bar for a much needed drink.  However , his
face turned to horror when he walked into the bar all dolled up to
the eyeballs, when he saw the bar was filled with RM Cdos – let’ s
just say it’s the fastest drink LCpl Young has downed in his life
and he soon disappeared to wash his slap of f.

After a successful in-depth HO/TO fr om 22 Sig Regt, the RSEs
have thrown themselves deep into the thick of the challenges that
work within Camp Bastion and Helmand have to of fer.  Spirits are
high in Bastion after 2 Tp birthdays in the first 3 weeks:  The
biggy here was LCpl McLaughlin , who turned 30 and received a
phone call from the CO wishing him a Happy Birthday .  Chris’
response: “You’re winding me up aren’t you?  Who is this really?” 

A quiz night was organised after a couple of weeks and the r est
of the Tp were shocked to find the RSEs coming 3r d instead of
last as expected.  Those brainstorming sessions worked!  Last
place was kept warm for the time being by the Inst T echs led by
their fearless leaders Sgt ‘MBE’ King .  Morale is high within the
Tp and as is tradition the RSEs have taken it upon themselves to
keep it that way by utilising young Sig Spencer’ s comment of the
day:

“The brown wire is the earth, right?”  

Sgt Bar ns’ response: “Are you sure?” “Yes definitely!” 

Ladies and Gentlemen behold the future of RSEs!  Suffice to say
some re-teaching is in order to gain experience in wiring up a
plug.  This young man has been crated (when we get home,
obviously)! For the time being everything seems to be going well
and we are all looking forward to the upcoming months of what
the tour has to of fer and hope morale still stays high – it should
because R&R starts this week!

THE MOVE INTO PATROL BASE ARGYLL - by Sgt Wood

As light broke the horizon on 15 March 09, the Forward Operating
Base ICS team commanded by Sgt Wood descended into Patrol
Base ARGYLL in the potent Nad Ali region.  Greeted by small
arms fire from concealed firing points, we wer e met by the CSM
and hastily escorted in to camp.  The new BG HQ loc that was to
become our new home seemed basic, which compar ed to our
last home in NOLAY really said something!  We carried out a 2
hour recce working out bearings and take-of f angles, not
forgetting location, location, location, befor e formulating a plan
and briefing the comd element, who fortunately went with my
plan.  

Once the plan was sorted, it was time to empir e build with our 3
tonnes of stores.  During the setup the small arms fire was
complemented with a 107mm r ocket shooting overhead and once
the Talon and VSAT were sited on the roof of the ISO, going over
head height was kept to a minimum!  The set up of the
equipment inside the ISO was a dif ferent story and equipment
had not enjoyed the under slung helicopter ride fr om Bastion.
Working hard on the kit, we managed to get Mission Secr et
connectivity in and working by the end of the first day but the
Talon and Promina were proving difficult.  While Cpl Austin and
LCpl Mogfor d worked on the Talon and Promina, Sgt Loynes
assisted by Sig Frost laid the cable for the terminals and phones.
Following a hot and dusty 48 hours, our comms wer e booming in.
The weeks that followed were spent settling in at our new

location and getting into r outine.  A lot of good work was carried
out by our RSE, Cpl Car d, using his experience to improve the
situation for the entire camp.  We had quite a bit of Incoming
Dierct Fire (IDF) initially, most of it being overspill fr om contacts
on the locations around us.  This led to problems involving the
comms on the roof of the ISO to be sorted, with a very car eful
approach consisting of donning the body armour and helmet and
leopard crawling.  There were a couple of problems with the
recent bad weather moving the Talon on the roof but this was
sorted with a bit of bir dbath action, however the IDF landing 5m
from the Det led to the repositioning of the dish being left until the
situation calmed down!

FUN IN THE SUN - by Sig Smith

Seven weeks into the tour and Bastion ICS Tp, along with the
Sqn CP has now settled into the r ole of strategic comms pr ovider,
‘Request For Change’ fulfiller, telephone directory assistance and
general all round IS go to guys – just call us Task Force 118 118!
With the RIP between 3 Cdo Bde and 19 Lt Bde in full swing,
there are account changes to be made, IT and phones to be
moved, projects to conduct and a never ending line of bodies in
the queue for scof f!  This wait at meal-times, coupled with the
fact that it was Mothers’ Day pr ompted the Tp to or ganise an
afternoon of fun and food…And so commenced “Fun in the Sun”.

It all started with the inter -dept ‘Ir onman’ competition run by Cpl
Howells .  Following as many chin-ups, pr ess-ups and tyre-flips
as you possibly can without stopping, LCpl Yafai (a ringer for the
Techs back from Patrol Base ARGYLL prior to R&R) won the
competition with a r espectable score.  Other competitors claimed
extra points for various reasons, but LCpl Thomas’ lack of
upper-body pr esence was not an excuse for coming last!

We had the food, the people, the fun and you would think that in
the desert we would have had the sun but unfortunately , for the
first time since arrival, we not only had the rain but thunder
storms as well (Brits having a BBQ - of course it will rain!).
However, spirits were not dampened in any way and the fun
ensued.  SSgt Alexander had organised the Tp elements for the
VTC back to Elmpt Station so that the tr oops could make video
calls to their families and loved ones on Mothers’ Day .  This went
down very well and morale was greatly lifted due to this.  While
the VTC was going on, the ‘friendly’ game of volley ball was
started.  This very quickly tur ned into a volley war where all
involved seemed to think they wer e either Maverick or Goose –
boys let me assure you, you were neither!  SSgt Slade helped out
with cooking the food; however the BBQ had to be pointed out to
him as he very nearly set fire to the tent.  No one was really sure
what was going thr ough his mind at the time!

Early evening approached, which meant time for the quiz.  When
you see her next, ask LCpl Baxter , please ask her for her
impression of Mr Bean; truly comical!  Once again the quiz was
won by the Sqn CP (we think it’ s because they are old!) but it
could have been due to the enthusiasm of Capt Str eetley , who
nevertheless may have to spend a few hours in the Education
Centre to learn the difference between the noise of a cow and a
monkey!

Overall, a fab day which was a great morale boost and a
produced a few placebo ef fects from the non-alcoholic beer .  A
huge thank you goes to LCpl McLaughlin and Sig Andr ews for
organising it.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj R Pye
SSM WO2(SSM) N Elliot

EXERCISE ARRCADE FOCUS/LOYAL LEDGER 
- by Cpl Charlton

This month saw NES Tp deploy in support of the ARRC on Ex
ARRCADE FOCUS/LOYAL LEDGER. This comprised a 2 week
build phase and a 2 week staf fed ex.  Week 1 of the ex was to
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bring the HQ to staf f readiness (ARRCADE FOCUS) which was
then swiftly followed by the main ex (LOYAL LEDGER). 

NES Tp was responsible for the deployment of the ARRC Main
infrastructure (servers and laptops to the non-geeks among you).
This entailed providing the Main HQ of 250 clients with everything
from e-mail to printer access. W e also had the unenviable task of
providing the HQ with its Sky TV capability!

With the majority of the Regt away on Op HERRICK this provided
the Tp with a major challenge as we were effectively doing this
task with an unconventional mixed bag of tradesmen including
Sys Eng Techs and Driver Linemen.  Supervising these brave and
wired geeks was the Tp’s mighty CSE(I). 

The Tp managed to provide an excellent and robust service
throughout the ex despite being undermanned and at times
lacking experience.  We even managed to limit the amount of
mental damage inflicted on FofS(IS) Ambury and Sgt Worsnop
during this time. 

The hero award of the ex however must go to LCpl Butters
who was selected from a cast of many as the best overall
contributor on the team and as such was awar ded a
prestigious pen by Comd ARRC at the end of the ex – not
bad for a Lineman! 

ELMPT STATION CATERING DEPARTMENT MILIT ARY
AND MATT TRAINING WEEK - by Sgt Stoneley

It was that time of year again when the Catering Dept would
complete most, if not all, of the MA TTs under the close
guidance of the Regimental Training Wing Officer, Capt
Angove .

My initial brief by the Station Catering W arrant Officer, WO2
Neil Bate-Jones was to cover as many MATTs as possible in
36 hours of military training in order to give the SNCOs and
JNCOs refresher training prior to commencing their r elevant CLM
courses.  To that end I sat down with Cpl Keenan , an instructor
in the Regt’s Training Wing), to discuss and compile the training
program.

Day 1 of the training involved respirator checks and a brief ahead
of the training for Day 2.  That kicked of f with an opening addr ess
from the Training Wing staff, while simultaneously we had
numerous visits, which included the CO, Lt Col N Makepeace
and RSM, WO1 MacDonald , who were both highly impressed to
see 20 chefs about to undergo an intense week’s training in the
Training Wing.  

We all then filtered through our Weapon Handling Tests, Basic
Casualty Drills, (BCD) and Basic Life Support (BLS).  The
afternoon’s training was a series of presentations which included
CBRN theory, 6 Section Battle Drills and the MATT 8 DVD.

Day 3 was a range day at Arsbeck ranges.  The aim in the
program was to complete our Annual Personal Weapon Test
(APWT), CBRN practical and the navigational MATT.  As you can
imagine, 20 chefs on the same range trying to initially gr oup and
zero eventually took 2 more hours than originally intended, with
numerous instructors scr eaming out: ‘’Apply your Marksmanship
Principles!’’.  Eventually, and even more surprisingly, everybody
passed their APWT which was good news.  Later that evening the
Gymnasium was booked and we enjoyed a game of football
together. 

SSgt Br own was in charge of the training for the next 36 – 40
hours.  As he was a para-trained instructor; ther e were a few
worried younger members of the dept. The mor ning’s training
was a great success with a 3 stand r ound-robin training package.
Afterwards we deployed into the field for a 24 hour r efresher ex to
include many field craft lessons, sect battle drills, harbour r outine
and much more.  After the training, we established a harbour area
with night routine soon kicking in.  Later we deployed on a
navigational ex which was challenging yet good fun.  Still in the

dark we returned and cracked on with the harbour night r outine
until first light.  

The Pl attack was the following mor ning and was physically
demanding but fantastic!  Of course it would not be a military ex
without a casualty being taken at the last enemy position; this
was where we put our recently updated MATTs skills to good use.

Then there was one last surprise waiting for the guys. In their
sects they had 1 hour to pr ovide a meal for 4 people with limited
cooking equipment, tentage and rations.  At this stage the tr oops
were exhausted and the rain was pouring down.  With 1 hour’ s
graft they all worked well in their sects and pr oduced some good,
tasty and well-pr esented food.  The SCWO and UCM were both
on hand to judge and taste the food pr oduced and gave
constructive criticism wher e necessary. 

After a quick photo, debrief and clear up, all the chefs headed to
the Elmpt Station catering r ecreational facility for a well deserved
drink and curry buf fet.  A presentation was to follow wher e
numerous prizes were awarded for the week’s training. 

To all those who completed the training, give yourself a well
deserved pat on the back and look forwar d to the next training
package in the near future.  Thanks again to WO2 Neil Bate-
Jones for his great idea and to the Training Wing!

ELMPT STATION CADRE - by A/LCpl Chinn

Day 1 saw us all “Suited and Booted” in suits and ties, which
reminded me of the first day of basic training.  I’d alr eady been
told what to expect by some of the lads so I wasn’ t all that
excited to say the least. Capt Angove took a huge weight of f all
of our shoulders when he gave us his opening speech, telling us
that although the course would be physically and mentally har d,
he promised us that he wouldn’ t make any of us pregnant, so that
was a relief.

Once we’d all been put into our sects and had a chance to meet
all the training staff it was time to get back into CS95s and crack
on with the rest of the day, which according to the timetable, was
lessons throughout… oh boy wer e we wrong.  The first classroom
lesson on Survive Evade Resist Escape (SERE) seemed to be
going as planned and once finished we wer e allowed outside for
a smoke/fresh air break.  I don’t remember much of what
happened during the next few minutes because it all happened
so fast.  One minute I was going for a leg str etch and the next I
was sitting in the back of f a Bedford dressed in coveralls feeling
like I’d just been kidnapped.  After a 15 min jour ney, we arrived at
a practical SERE lesson which would prove to be a real asset
over the next couple of days. Once the lesson had finished we
were given a serial along the lines of us being on the run from the
enemy.  We would have to use our newly acquir ed skills to fend
for ourselves in the wilderness we all knew as hill 60 and its
surrounding area with nothing other than the clothes on our back
and the air in our lungs. Ex FLASHBANG had begun.

The next couple of days saw us tabbing all over the training ar ea
completing command tasks during the day and building shelters
at night for us to sleep in. The highlight of the past few days, in

Combat Chefs!   
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my opinion, would have to be “spooning” with Sig Deegan just to
stay warm.  It was probably the most bit of action I’d had in
awhile… and to think he still hasn’ t called me.  For the last night
of the ex we had to complete a series of tasks/missions which
included things like counting the number of bolts on the tank
outside 16 Sig Regt RHQ, getting a photograph of the sect eating
fast food and finding out what the German sign said on crash
gate 5 – which was miles away.

I think everybody was thankful when Endex was called and we
were all able to get a shower. Once back into the normal swing of
things, we carried on with the r est of the week with long days
with plenty of time spent in the classr oom brushing up on topics
that many of us hadn’ t touched since basic training.  Every time
we were allowed a smoke break everybody thought twice about
rushing out the door fearful of what was on the other side. 

The week wasn’t all classroom-based as sometimes we got the
chance to stretch our legs down at the gym with the help of the
PTIs for our daily session of Personal Development Leadership
Training (PDLT).  I say a leg stretch but what I r eally mean is leg
breaking.  I honestly don’ t think I’ve had such demanding PT
sessions since arriving here at 7 Sig Regt and I’m sure everybody
else on the Cadre would agree with me there.

As the week went on, we all knew the final ex phase was getting
closer and closer but at the same time so was the end of the
course.  Sgt Langley’ s mentality of being an ‘Appy Chappy’ kept
our morale high throughout the week.  After a couple mor e
ferocious PT sessions and power point pr esentations, we were on
the coach on our way to Halter n for the final ex.  The insertion tab
was long but we all eventually made it to our first harbour
location where we quickly set up camp and wer e able to get our
heads down ready for the next day’s activities. 

Next was bayonet training and Sgt Langley was more than keen
enough to get us all in the right frame of mind by asking us
questions such as: “What’ s a bayonet used for?” and “What
makes the grass grow?”. Our responses would then be (using our
best war face and voice) “Kill! Kill! Kill!” for the former and “Blood!
Blood! Blood!” for the latter . This basically served as a platform
for the bayonet range we would come to do later on during the
later stages of the ex. Other activities included “Car e Under Fire”
which was instructed by our ex medic Sgt Smith , pairs fire
manoeuvre which was headed up by our r espective sect DS and
finally finishing off with a walk-thr ough, talk-thr ough of how to
perform an ambush which was conducted by our Pl Comd, Lt
Collins .  Once finished, it was time to move locations to our next
destination which tur ned out to be a FOB.  This would serve to
be our home away from home for the next few nights. The next
few days were long and hard with each sect having certain jobs
and tasks to perform within the Tp.  Obviously we all had to pull
our weight when it came to sangar duties thr oughout the day and
night, in addition to patr olling the surrounding area in search of
the enemy.

After our first day in the FOB, we patr olled along a specified route
with several different objectives to over come along the way such
as enemy contacts, CASEVACs, POW handling and my
favourite… the bayonet range. This was probably one of the best
things I’d done during the Cadr e even though at the same time it
was probably one of the hardest.  It was pretty much a 400m
course where we were individually thrashed up a fairly steep hill
by our sect DS, then ran a bit further… then leopar d crawled a
little… and then ran some more until we came to the start of the
actual bayonet range. At that point I was gr eeted by Cpl Keenan
who instructed me to “fix bayonet” and then told to “On Guar d”.
I was then “pleasantly” gr eeted by the other members of the DS
who were kind enough to escort me thr ough the course whilst
screaming and shouting words and phrases I’m unable to write
here for obvious reasons… but I’m sure you get the pictur e.
Before I knew it, I was at my last enemy target where my rifle was
taken off me by the RTWO, WO2 Wheeler, who then told me to
kill the enemy without it. So I started punching and kneeing the
sand filled dummy in the face. I think I killed him OK.

For the culminating and much anticipated final attack, we wer e
up nice and early at around 0040hrs ready to go.  After a short
drive, we arrived and shook out into our sects with my sect giving
fire support for the initial attack on our first tar get which had
cunningly been named “Objective Certa.” 

At the moment H hr (0645hrs) arrived, all hell broke lose with
enemy dying all over the place. Once Objective Certa had been
taken by 1 Sect, it was then up to 2 Sect to assault our next
objective which had been labelled “Cito” (if you hadn’ t already
guessed). Again that was done with maximum for ce and
minimum fuss due to our soldiers having r eceived training of the
highest standards over the previous 2 weeks. 

It was then up to my Sect to attack an in-depth position which
was roughly 300m ahead of Objective Cito which we obviously
did with ease and finesse.  Re-org was then called as was Endex.
After all the obvious admin points, we r eturned back to sunny
Javelin barracks where we were able to get a nice warm shower
and look forward to final dinner night.

The dinner night was a huge success with everybody on their
best behaviour and looking very smart. After the meal it was time
for the presentations. There were 4 awards: the first being for the
‘Best Section’ which was awar ded to 2 Sect, even though we all
knew 3 Sect was the best! The second of the awar ds was
presented to Sig Cormack for “Best Endeavour” with the thir d
award which was the award for “Best Field Soldier” being
awarded to Sig Upton of 16 Sig Regt. I’m proud to say the last
award of “Top Student” was awar ded to me.  Even though I had
already been told I was doing well on the course, I knew that
competition for this awar d was going to be very close as ther e
were a few lads who had also done really well throughout.  I was
even more chuffed at the fact that I got the top student awar d
because 7 Sig Regt was outnumbered on the course by 16 Sig
Regt, with only 1 other being fr om 628 Sig Sqn.  So I guess more
than anything, I was just glad to r epresent my Regt and get one
over 16 Sig Regt (friendly rivalry obviously).  At that point I was
absolutely over the moon with what I had just achieved and I
honestly thought things couldn’ t get any better and I definitely
didn’ t expect what was about to follow . As I sat down after
collecting my award my Sqn OC, Maj Russell , was called up and
then asked to present me with my LCpl rank slide.  I honestly
didn’ t know how to r eact and was completely gob smacked.  If
I’m honest, it still hasn’ t fully sunk in now. And I’m still expecting
somebody to tell me to hand it back and wish me a happy
belated April Fools…

232 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj C Russell
SSM WO2(SSM) G Revell

March 2009 has seen 232 Sqn busy with an ex in preparation for
its upcoming NATO Readiness Force deployment. But all the
work has still left time for a few socials to say goodbye to Cpl

One of the Command Tasks
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Wilson and Sig Hennis and some sport in the guise of
Regimental Football and the Corps Orienteering championships.

EXERCISE LOYAL LEDGER - by LCpl Smart

February and March 2009 saw 232 Sig Sqn deployed on Ex
LOYAL LEDGER. This required a downsized FUSION
infrastructure, which was capable of supporting up to 200 – 300
Staff. Hooray for Pioneers as that’s still quite a tent city to build
for a Corps level ex! 

The original 4 weeks timeline was pretty tight, so 232 packed the
smoking and brew tents while Sp Bn got stuck in and got the
complex squared away. Then 232 worked intensively at the last
minute to get the comms infrastructur e in.  The ex was designed
to test the command and contr ol of ARRC HQ as the NATO
Readiness Force (NRF) Land Component Command.  232
provided the CIS for this testing envir onment, consisting of a
minimum of 3 daily VTCs, which mounted significant pr essure on
the IT suite and its personnel.  Overall, despite a few minor

hiccups the ex was a great success and provided further
experience to all who were involved. This was the first of many
exs designed to rehearse the Staff, Sp Bn and the comms
arrangement for potential NRF deployments.

A special mention should go to WO2(FofS) Ford, SSgt (YofS)
Port and SSgt Bean who were all instrumental in the daily
running and overall success of the ex.  

The next few months will see the Sqn deploying on Ex FLYING
RHINO in the Czech Republic in support of 1 Div and Ex
STEADFAST JUNCTURE, the NRF Ex which will be aiming to test
Sp Bn assets with convoy drills, for ce protection etc.  On
completion the Sqn is looking forwar d to some well deserved
adventurous training.

Following the tradition for all ARRC exs, special little coins wer e
handed out to the biggest achievers. Unfortunately they cannot
be spent in Media Markt or Golden Times but ar e to be kept as a
reminder of how great you can be if you give it your best.  

10th SIGNAL REGIMENT
CORSHAM

CO Lt Col SL Copley
RSM WO1(RSM) K Rayson

This has been a busy period for the Regt with surges to the
ongoing ops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  The CO’s Cup competition
in now in full swing with a hotly contested shooting competition
and X-Country event.  We look forward to the Athletics,
Swimming and Patrols Competition over the coming months.
Work also continues with the USSO to hand over 600 Tp fr om
243 Sig Sqn.

It has been a positive time for the Regt’ s sporting teams with
both the male and female orienteering teams coming runners-up
in the Corps Championships and the Rugby 7s side coming 2nd
in the Corps 7s competition.

225 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj B Bingham MBE
SSM WO2(SSM) Kenny

RENAMING PARADE

On Saturday 21 February 09 we were formally renamed from
ECM(FP) Sqn to 225 Sig Sqn. After a week of drill and shouting
practice, everyone was more than ready to show of f their new
found love of drill in their No 2 dr ess with best boots.  Having
invited the Deputy Comd of the newly r estructured 38 (Irish) Bde,
we were joined by the CO, 2IC, Adjt and RSM, tur ning the heat
up on those on parade. Being a Norther n Ireland based unit, the
music conducted by the Royal Irish pipes and drums which was
truly fantastic and made the hairs on the back of your neck stand
up and made it even more of a proud moment for all the loved
ones watching. Suffice to say, after much foot slogging on the
square and a few mid-after noon beers, we were all ready for the
evening party.  Altogether it was an excellent day, which proved
to all that it’s true what they say about a glass of port befor e a
parade, it really does improve anyone’s drill!

CO CUP OPERATIONAL SHOOTING COMPETITION 

As the hosts of this year’s Operational Shooting Competition, it
was a busy 2 weeks’ of pr eparation and build up training for the
Sqn. The competition, comprising numer ous different cups such
as the Para Cup and Whitehead Cup lasted 4 days and
encompassed a number of dif ferent weapons systems, from rifles
to MP5.  We managed to organise everything to perfection – even
the Irish weather, which was consistently wet all week.   Besides,
“if it ain’ t raining, it ain’ t training! as the SSM told us.  With

selected members from the Sqn back fr om ops, courses and
leave, a crack shooting team was hastily formed under the
supervision of Capt Dorrington and Sgt Clegg and before long
they were ready with all guns blazing to set a trail for the r est to
follow.  They won the Whitehead and Roberts Cups with Sgt
Bond coming in as the 2nd best shot in the Regt.  In the Para
Cup Cpl, Sgt Bond was the best shot with Cpl Duncan 2nd and
Cpl Fraser coming in a close 3rd. This made the Sqn the overall
competition winners, much to the r elief of Sgt Clegg , who had
been tasked with training the selected snipers into the wining
team by the OC and SSM, so no pressure there then! 

BRAVO TROOP

OC 2Lt Scott
Tp SSgt SSgt King

Another busy couple of months for the Tp has seen the lads take
the opportunity between tours to bag some qualifications and to
that end Sgt Wear, Sgt Phillips , Cpl Murphy , LCpl Johnston
and LCpl Br own underwent a 4 week intensive civilian comms
rigging course.  This will enable them to work at height and gives
them scope for trials on equipment in theatr e.

We would also like to welcome back fr om ops in Afghanistan, Sgt
Meeds and LCpl Downwar d.  We say hello and goodbye to LCpl
Colling , who has returned from POTL and is now en route to 21
Sig Regt to assist with public duties.  W e must congratulate Cpl
Pickles and Cpl Bond , who have been selected for re-badging to
AAC and QARANC respectively. 

Whilst the majority of the Tp have been deployed on ops, the
majority of the rest have been busy completing their MATTs for
the training year.  Meanwhile,  LCpl Spence assisted the ECM
audit team to complete a full audit of all ECM held on the UK
mainland and within Province.  Cpl Murphy has recently returned
after assisting on the 12 Bde CFX and ensured all the deploying
troops were well trained on the use of their ECM.

Sgt Philips and Sgt Baulch along with their Operational Support
Teams (OSTs) are now looking forwar d to their upcoming
deployment. They will be beginning their ECM
Operator/Maintainers course, a 3-week intensive course held in
NI, before moving onto the cheeky week long military phase. This
course, held on Magilligan Training area, will train them in any
number of dif ferent infantry drills, such as anti ambush and
numerous contact drills. They will also be trained in the use of all
the different weapons systems that they may be called upon to
use in theatre. 
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OP HERRICK – KANDAHAR DETACHMENT - by Sgt Sills

This month has seen us a little busier with some SF training and
some vehicles coming in from 42 Cdo requiring some serious
TLC.  We have also been helping the units get ready for their
handover on the RiP with advice and organising training. LCpl
Lynch has been going out on patr ols regularly with the RAF Regt
carrying out ECM trials plus planning some white fleet fits for the
SF guys whilst concurrently carrying out a RiP training package
for the RAF Regt. 

OP HERRICK – KABUL DETACHMENT - by Cpl Catt

It has been an interesting couple of moths in Kabul with a few
definite highlights such as a detachment PFT, plenty of snow and
the RiP of 22 Sig Regt with 7 Sig Regt.  After the detailed
construction of our snowy spook named Romeo, he pr oved
unable  to take the pressure of working in the world of ECM and
slowly melted.  After a planned visit fr om the SO3 and FofS was
over, we returned to the daily grind of pr oviding ECM support and
guidance to the tr oops on the ground, that and getting thrashed
on FIFA 2009 in the evenings.  With the weather forecast telling
us not to expect spring anytime soon, we ar e looking forward to a
further visit from Spook – oh and a visit from CO 7 Sig Regt.

OP HERRICK – BASTION DETACHMENT - by Sgt Semour

I arrived back in theatre on 24 January after Christmas and New
Year leave and was straight back into the swing of things.  No
rest for the wicked and I was quickly working to get a CLR Op
out of the main gate, which involved getting up in the early hours
of the morning making our way to the CLR on Bastion 2 and
waiting until the last minute until the drivers r ealised they had a
fault, and asked for our assistance.

On 2 February, Cpl Thomas and I were deployed to Sangin to fix
some ECM faults the OMLT had stacked up.  After an interesting
flight on a Sea King we were met and escorted straight to scof f –
these infantry lads know how to look after us!  W e were then
submitted to a FOB brief by the FOB Sgt Maj, who was a ‘booty’,
so I only understood about a quarter of it, because he was
always saying words like ‘hoofing’, ‘wets’ and ‘ogin’ which still
remain a mystery to me.   The rest of the day was spent going
through the vehicles from the OMLT and fixing their faults. After
freshening up with the coldest shower in the world, we wer e back
to work in the OMLT TV room which had hessian walls, a TV and
digibox with a home made table in the middle complete with
hessian table cloth.  All we needed were candles for a truly
romantic experience!  After we had finished and clear ed away, we
made a very swift exit as we realised we had burnt numerous
holes in their expensive table cloth with the soldering ir on, sorry
lads.  So complete with tor ch and bouncing bomb I tur ned in,
another sleep closer to returning home.  As usual Cpl Thomas
got the best accommodation!  

The next day was more of the same and we finished all our work
in enough time to smash out some serious sunbathing on the
roof.  However to our disgust, the clouds stayed out leaving my
squaddy tan unchanged for the time being. The flight back the
following day was on a Chinook of the stunt variety – its slightly
crazy pilot did not seem to want to take very high of f the ground.
Suffice to say I was pleased to be back on the gr ound. 

ALPHA TROOP

OC Capt Rai
Tp SSgt SSgt Hickley

It’s been another busy period for A Tp since Christmas.  We’ve
had a hand over of the Operational Support Team (OST)
responsibilities within both theatr es, which has seen most of the
Tp either return from or deploy on ops.  While this has been
taking place OST 3 and 4 have been in preparation for their take
over in April, this has consisted of OPTAG, completing the ECM
Op/Maintainer course and the ever-developing ECM op military
training package. In preparation for 12 Bde and 19 Bde

deployments, a number of the tr oops have assisted in their pre-
deployment training.

This has not stopped A Tp from supplying personnel for the
Northern Ireland cross-country championship, the Station Comd’ s
Tug-of-War, football and hockey competition.  LCpls Blackwood
and Sawyer managed to spend some mor e time together on Ex
WINTER WARRIORprior to deploying to Afghanistan – we ar e
sure they will be very happy together! 

241 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj G Par dew
SSM WO2 M Morgan

Yet again it has been another hectic period for the Tps of 241 Sig
Sqn.  Hotel Tp has deployed a surge team to Afghanistan
continuing the expansion of Camp Bastion and Lima Tp deployed
a team to Iraq to complete pr ojects in preparation for the
withdrawal of UK for ces from Basra.  Kilo Tp has supported 2
formation level MRXs for 19 Lt Bde and 12 Mech Bde, deployed
with 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt in support of Ex RED TRICORN and
assisted with numerous installation tasks including pr ojects at
CAST(N), DSTL Porton Down (The Coalition Warrior
Interoperability Demonstration) and further afield for an OGD
client.  More recently the Sqn has conducted an Op HERRICK
based military training ex in Sennybridge, Ex SCORPION
CHALLENGE, and completed adventurous training on Ex
SCORPION PEAKS, with a hardy team of 8 soldiers summiting
the 3 highest peaks of Great Britain in 3 days. 

243 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj GJH Maloney
SSM WO2(SSM) JG Manley

Times are changing for 243 Sig Sqn and the SHQ is embroiled in
planning for the future. There are 3 moving parts; the cor e of the
Sqn provides close support to HQ Land For ces from Wilton to
Andover which will morph and r educe when the HQ moves from
Wilton to Andover next year; 600 Tp is to transfer to the USSO
this year and A Tp has joined us in Northern Ireland. Final
decisions are still pending on how the Sqn will look in the futur e
but it is certainly keeping us all very busy and on our toes.

Throughout this, normal business has been maintained and we
have the usual raft of postings and detachments. LCpl Tony
Luckman and Sig Ross May are detached to 21 Sig Regt for
Public Duties whereas 2 others have been seduced by very
different career paths; LCpl Wes Neary to fly helicopters with the
AAC and Sig ‘Merlin’ Andr ew to become an of ficer in the RAF.
Cpl Richie moves to Cyprus and we welcome SSgt Ber nie
Lovick as our new Tp Staffie.

JURASSIC WALK - by Cpl Gibson

243 Signal Squadron on the Jurassic Walk
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The walk was the idea of our Ops Officer, Capt Daz Evans and
was designed to sort the men fr om the boys and act as a
selection process for those in the Sqn who wanted to pr ogress
and take part in the Three Peaks Challenge later in the year. The
ramblers were split into 2 groups; the first being the fast gr oup
led by Sig Andr ew and the slower group being led by Sgt Martin
Campbell . Both military and civilian personnel took part in the
one day event with varying abilities.  One person (civil servant)
was even afraid of heights and still wanted to do the thr ee peaks
– Good luck with that!

The fast group wanted to cover ar ound 20 miles with the slower
group doing half that distance.  The slower gr oup made it to the
smugglers pub for a drink and a pub lunch and decided that was
them for the day, a mere 8 miles.  Sgt Des Simpson was already
there and moaning about how he had spent all day sat in the
minibus (actually it was the pub) waiting for us and letting us
know that the fast gr oup had been through that way some 2
hours earlier.

The faster group made it to the ¾ point and all was fine, then
they lost 2 from the group.  Mr Simon Harris had tweaked a
muscle in his groin and couldn’ t go any further and WO2(FofS IS)
Yvonne Austin decided it was best if she stayed with him and
wait for the transport, a moder n day Florence Nightingale…who
couldn’ t keep up with the pace. Ha Ha.

The day was enjoyed by all that took part, well except Simon
Harris and it gave all an insight into how arduous the Three
Peaks Challenge will be later on in the year. The one who suffers
from vertigo has just taken his name from the list – in fact the
number of volunteers has dropped by half.  The walk consisted of
some great views and it was an excellent day away from the
office.

ALPHA TROOP

OC Capt Jim Skimins
Tp SSgt Sgt Sean Renforth

The Tp has now come under the command of 243 Sig Sqn.  Still
based in Northern Ireland we have been heavily involved in
supporting 38 (I) Bde during the unfortunate events in Norther n
Ireland in March.  The Tp has also been involved at many levels
including support to Op sur ges and Community Engagement
activities, such as the recent Northern Ireland recruiting fair held
here in Lisburn.  As we endeavour to reach our Tp manning
levels, there has been quite a bit of movement.  

The Tp would like to bid far ewell to Maj Owen Finnie who is off
to Baghdad, Sgt Dave Morgan moving with IMATT to Sierra
Leone, Sgt Nicki Pullen who moves over to Elmpt to start with 7
Sig Regt and Cpl ‘Johno’ Johnson who has managed to make a
return to Cyprus – We wish you all the best in your new
assignments.

ALPHA TROOP TEAM BUILDING EXERCISE LASERQUEST
- by LCpl Thomson

As part of a team building event Cpl Johnson and Cpl ‘Ski’
Milevsky organised a day out Laser Questing for the newly
formed Alpha Tp in March.  It could have been any other
Wednesday afternoon playing rugby, football, running but instead,
team building was taken to a new level when all-out ‘laser quest’
war was announced in Alpha Tp.  With the teams divided into ‘full
screws’ and ‘seniors’ versus the ‘lance jacks’, sur ely youth and
energy would overshadow age and wisdom, although LCpl
‘Homer’ Davey turned white when he saw the landscape we
would be moving over.

The day had started off fairly foggy and wet, but by lunchtime the
sun was blazing and we were raring to go!  We all turned up (all
apart from LCpl Luke Featherstone who had got lost even
though he was following us!).  In high spirits we arrived at our
pre-determined location wher e we went through our phase 1
training for laser rifles.  Then we moved directly to phase 2, no

not trade training, the game plan for the day!  W e donned our
new German and Greek pattern combats and it was of f outside to
start the war!

The afternoon started out with lots of tactics and QBOs being
delivered but soon came down to several one on one battles with
Sgt Nick Budd taking particular interest in terminating LCpl
‘Animal’ Bergel on several occasions.

Although most of the seniors wer e using diversity tactics
(cheating) to win the game, kudos goes to WO2(YofS) ‘Bob’
Lindley on coming away virtually unscathed, due to his tactful
sniping positions and self-pr eservation (even in the wake of a
misfiring weapon)!  A special mention has to go to Cpl Paul
Colling who courageously made pacts with almost everybody on
the final game and then shot them in the back of the head!
Tactics and a dubious r esult aside it was a fantastic team building
ex thoroughly enjoyed by all.

251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Crapper
SSM WO2 East

The Sqn FTX took place in February 09 in Staffordshire. The start
of the ex was reminiscent of arctic warfare training. Through the
blizzards, members of the Sqn could be seen tabbing in after
being unable to dig out their cars following the foot of snow .  We
then set about digging the convoys out r eady to make the
journey up north. The severe weather warnings and driving
conditions may have allowed civvies a day of f work but at least
the roads were clear of traffic for the deployment. Having arrived
in one piece, we carried out a successful 2 week training
package, spreading dets across the Midlands; from the Monkey
Park, to Alton Towers and Stoke City Football Club.  A chance for
us to carry out realistic training as well as building up r elations
with the blue light services and assisting with UK Ops
deployment skills.

Alpha Troop posing at Laser Quest

Adventure training in Wales for 251 Signal Squadron
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Having returned to camp it was time for some well ear ned
adventurous training. The Sqn was deployed to Capel Curig,
Snowdonia for a week of climbing, kayaking and mountaineering,
in the only heat wave Wales had seen in March for decades. The

week was a huge success except for Sgt Br own , who took a
spectacular slide down the face of the mountain when his
equipment failed him and he was lucky to cling onto a gorse bush
on a small ledge before being rescued.         

11th SIGNAL REGIMENT
BLANDFORD

CO Lt Col JAG Langley
RSM WO1(RSM) Bickerstaf f

The first few months of 2009 have been very busy for the Regt.
There have been a number of successes on the sports field with
the cross country team doing extr emely well at the 4 Div and
Army competitions, the rugby team r eaching the semi-finals of
the Corps 7s competition and the boxing team beating the RAC
during a nail biting close event. 

The Corps Pipes and Drums, with CO 11 Sig Regt as President,
go from strength to strength. Sgt Scott has recently completed
the demanding Pipe Major’s course, finishing top student; a
considerable achievement.  The forthcoming appearances in the
Basel and Tripoli Tattoos should be a huge success for the Band.

There is no let up into the summer with the Regt looking forwar d
to participating in the Race the Sun, Lanyar d Trophy, RSA
Parade, hosting the Morrison Cup and r eceiving the Freedom of
Swanage.

Finally congratulations on being selected for pr omotion to: SSgt
Darby , SSgt Luke and Sgt Thompson .

1 (OUSTON) SQUADRON

OC Maj John Morrice 
SSM WO2(SSM) Gash Doe

INDUCTION - by Sgt Gaz Fisher

Following completion of Phase One Training and taking a well
earned period of leave, all potential Royal Signals soldiers must
conduct a period of induction upon arrival at 11 Sig Regt. The
week long course, is run by the Regimental Training and
Management Team, headed up by Sgt Gaz Fisher and is
intended not only to carry out the normal arrival pr ocedures we
must all endure but also to receive presentations and training by
various depts which assist the soldiers in settling into their new
environment. 

During the induction period, the soldiers ar e reminded of the
values and standards of the British Army by way of an
introduction by Lt Col Langley , a kit inspection by one of the 3
Sqn SSM’s to ensure that standards are maintained, and receive
excellent advice from a multitude of areas ranging from Unit
Welfare to Finance and Security training, to name just a few.

The soldiers carry out a standard PFT on the first days (the first
one they’ve done in a while), which highlights to them the need to
maintain fitness standards and they are also introduced to the
local area by way of a 6 mile loaded march carrying 10 kgs on the
Friday. 

Once all elements of induction are completed, the soldiers ar e
transferred to one of the thr ee Sqns where they are managed for
the remainder of their time in Blandfor d whilst learning to be
Class 3 tradesmen and women within the Corps.

EXERCISE OUSTON WARRIOR
- by Sig McBur ney and Sig Collomosse

On Friday 3 April 09, Battleaxe Tp deployed on Ex OUSTON
WARRIORto Bramley training area.  We occupied a FOB, set up

defences, and then set about defending it and patr olling.  We
went through multiple situations and scenarios such as casualty
evacuations, first aid, Vehicle Check Point (VCP) and defence.  It
was the first time we had come acr oss a VCP and we learnt a lot
from it: how to slow down and check over vehicles and also how
to identify possible dangers fr om oncoming vehicles.

The weather during the ex was very good, the nights wer e cold
but during the day the sun was out and was very warm.  The
nights seemed long but morale r emained high throughout and the
enemy attacks kept our adr enaline flowing.  We now know about
“5’s and 20’s”, VCPs, and IDF IA drills and look forward to taking
our new skills further when we do OPTAG in the future.

HARROGATE CUP SWIMMING - by Sig Hale and Sig Sanders

Before the competition we trained har d and thanks to the
coaching techniques of our Tp staf f we developed our swimming
and learnt some new racing skills – like how to tumble tur n.  The
sessions left us exhausted and sore but we were still keen and
ready for the competition.  W e were given our events, most of us
having to do more than 2 because there were not as many people
in our Tp as the others.  The ‘Medleys’ wer e fun because you can
cheer on your friends and because our Tp came first place in
some of them.  The last race was a “Chain of Command” race;
they all did extremely well and Capt ‘Bundy’ Anderson won the
race for us.

Overall the competition went well and even though we did not
win, we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and the atmosphere was
great.  Hopefully we can do a lot better next time r ound.  We are
now looking forwar d to the next competition which is Athletics.

2 (CATTERICK) SQUADRON

OC Maj Andy Wilson 
SSM WO2(SSM) Mick Peace

EXERCISE TIGER SKIDOO - by Cpl Gemma Procter

Ex TIGER SKIDOO, lead by Cpl Gemma Pr octer and Cpl Matt
McGlown whisked 13 inexperienced signallers from their busy
lives in the Royal School of Signals and immersed them in the
hectic world of on piste skiing in the snowy peaks of Zell am See,
where, after almost 10 days of painful learning, the group
instructors, Cpl McGlown and Sgt Matt Smith were proud to call
them skiers!

On 6 February, the group were surprised to find themselves
battling ferocious arctic winds and icy conditions as, in the early
hours of Saturday morning they left Blandford Camp, Dorset,
bound for London Standstead Airport and eventually
Friedrichshafen, Germany.

Compared to the snowed in conditions faced in Britain, the gr oup
found Germany in good weather, and after a brief reprieve in the
Bavaria Adventure Training Centre to collect vital skiing
equipment, the group continued onwar ds in high spirits, driven by
the resident ski wizards, WO1 Tinnion , Cpl McGlown , Sgt Smith
and Cpl Pr octer .

To tackle the daunting Austrian slopes the next day , the group
were split into 2, one led by Cpl McGlown , the other by Sgt
Smith and were taught, step by painful step, everything fr om
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skiing etiquette to sharp tur ns and hockey stops; a tactic which
worked well as by the 4th day , even Sigs John and Watson were
confidently skiing down the fr esh peaks!

Happy with their pr oficiency, the Tigers were unleashed on the
slopes in earnest and skied on everything from soft and powdery
blue slopes; bumpy and busy r ed slopes to icy and steep black
slopes, gaining air, speed and bruises! 

After showing their utter domination on the Shmittenhöhne
mountain, the group tried their hand on the colder and
treacherous Kitzsteinhorn mountain – 1,200m higher than the
previous mountain!  The conditions were so bad that the Tigers
found their gloves and boots fr eezing solid mid-ski and lost all
feeling in their faces and hands as they hurtled down the brilliant
slopes of the glaciers.

After a full day of the harsh blizzard conditions, the gr oup were
eager to leave the freezing slopes of Kitzeinhorn and never return
– the Tigers were happy to stay on the mor e secluded
Shmittenhöhne, flying and racing down the slaloms and black
runs for the rest of the week, and testing their new abilities to the
utmost!

But not every hour was spent hard at work!  The Tigers were
regular customers in the restaurants lying hidden throughout the
slopes, with every effort being made by the gr oup to find the best
place to hide and unwind fr om the strains and pains of the slope.
Being pulled back fr om a particularly secluded r estaurant by a
skidoo after sampling a pint or two of Austrian beer was certainly
an experience!

Another welcome reprieve from the strains of the day was the
youth hostel the group had rented for the ex, as every evening
the Tigers relaxed and enjoyed the warmth, comfort and food
provided by Klaus and the friendly staf f.  Zell am See also had a
brief visit from the Tigers when, on the fifth day, the fancy dress
party went into full swing, to the surprise and smiles of the
townsfolk; the best dr ess award definitely went to the two bir ds
from Blandford!

Ex TIGERS SKIDOOwas a rousing success in the eyes of all
concerned and kindled a
keen appreciation of skiing
for all the newcomers.
Many wish to continue their
training in alpine skiing,
gaining advance or
instructor level qualification,
culminating hopefully in
joining the Corps or Army
skiing teams as they move
on from the Royal School of
Signals and into the wider
world of the field army.  No
matter what the futur e may
hold for the members of
Tigers Skidoo, one thing is
for certain – this is one ex
they won’ t forget in a hurry!

3 (HARROGATE) SQUADRON

OC Maj Rhidian Jones
SSM WO2(SSM) Jase Lawer

The Sqn would like to say goodbye to Cpl ‘Smudge’ Smith to
1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt, Cpl Grant Shipley to 14 (EW) Sig
Regt and Cpl ‘Blakey’ Blake who enjoyed being at a Phase 2
unit so much he has returned himself, this time with the RLC to
train as a Defence Photographer!  We would like to welcome Cpl
Mick Berry from the RP Staff, Cpl ‘Rab’ Rai from his Class 3
course, Cpl Chloe Lancaster from ATR Bassingbourne and Cpl
Craig Gar dner fresh from his Class 1 course.

EXERCISE HARROGATE FOCUS - by Sig Spain

On a cold Friday evening with snow on the gr ound, 90 trainees
from 3 Sqn deployed to Bovington training ar ea.  On arrival we
set up 3 pl linear harbour areas and awaited orders for the
following day’s activities.  We were split down into 3 Pls.  I was in
1 Pl, 2 Sect led by Cpl Fagan .

Early on Saturday morning we commenced our r ound robin, each
sect heading off to the respective stands.  Our first was weapon
handling where we stripped and reassembled the SA80
blindfolded against the clock and completed a quiz its
characteristics.  Then onto the CBRN stand; this was a good
refresher and a sobering reminder of what we might have to do
for real some day soon.

At the battle field casualty drills stand we patr olled into an area
that had recently been attacked, complete with 3 r eal tanks and
various casualties to triage, including my mate Sig Richar d Kerr
pumping blood (so r ealistic that Sig Kirsty Allen had to leave the
casualty to be sick!) out of wher e his leg should have been.  I
quickly secured a tourniquet while checking my aid memoir e.  At
another stand we delivered fire control orders and revised our
acronyms such as CLAP, GRIT and FBI Detective (Full, Brief,
Immediate & Delayed).

The cam and concealment stand meant us leopar d and kitten
crawling through the rough without being detected and the closer
you could get to the finish line 200 yar ds down the valley the
more points your team got.  I was too slow and cautious and the
30 mins was up in no time but it was a good lear ning experience.

In hindsight, the best stand was the log run with PTI, Cpl Chloe
Lancaster .  The rumour mill said it was the biggest log they
could find and the course was quite tough.  The first lap we had
to carry various burdens such as a full jerry can, an ammo box
full of rocks, a used rocket launcher, a tyre, the most annoying
and cumbersome “hose pipe man” and an anvil to name a few .
Once returned after a mile or so, it was time to pick up the 12ft
telegraph pole and do the r oute again!  We all gave it everything
and it paid of f – I was knackered afterwards! The SSM, WO2
Jase Lawer and 2IC, Capt Emma Camer on ran round with us
both times, whilst egging us on so I think that pr obably helped us
get the 2nd best time, losing only to the QGS team by 5 seconds.

The evening consisted of a
night navex with 5 check
points.  Everyone had different
routes so it was no use anyone
trying to follow other teams.
Somehow we managed to do
really well and got round in no
time.  We were one of the first
teams back and luckily got
back into the harbour and
under our bashers just as it
started to rain.

On Sunday we did a March
and Shoot back on camp.
Each sect was set off every 5
minutes and my section really

The Tigers meet the slopes!

Ex TIGER SKIDOO– Sgt Smith, Sig Glasgow, Sig Clough, Sig Grose, Sig
Atkins, Sig Cox, Sig Burgoyne, Sig Richardson-Sherratt, Cpl McGlown, Sig

Bruce, Sig Pitts, Cpl Procter, Sig John, Sig Watson, Sig Rogan and Sig
Irwin
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went for it despite some people carrying injuries.  W e completed
the 3 miles, eventually over taking the team in front of us an
legging it up the final hill to be the first at the 25m range to zer o
in our rifles in preparation for the coming shooting competition.

Once everyone had had their shoot and we’d all cleaned our
rifles, WO2 Jase Lawer presented one of the 2 QGS teams with
the winning trophy and my team came

POWERBAR THREE PEAKS YACHT RACE
- by Capt Emma Cameron

11 Sig Regt have a confirmed entry into this years Powerbar
Three Peaks Yacht Race, an arduous challenge combining
offshore sailing, mountain running and a little mountain biking, to
make up one of the greatest adventure challenges in British sport.

The team comprises 5 crew members and the aim is to sail from
Barmouth on the Welsh coast to Fort William in Scotland, via
Caernarfon and Whitehaven, with 2 of the cr ew climbing to each
of the summits of Snowdon, Scafell Pike and Ben Nevis on the
way.  The athletes cycle from Whitehaven into Ennerdale and run
up and down Scafell Pike from there.  The Regt is using one of
the Corps Yachts – Petasus, an Elan 37.

In total the route is 389 miles of dif ficult coastal sailing, 30 miles
of cycling and 72 miles of running, with 14,000 feet of ascent to
reach the highest points in Wales, England and Scotland.  The
race attracts some of the world’ s best sailors and runners, as well

as teams who just hope to complete
the course, which is an achievement is
its own right.

There have been a couple of selection
weekends consisting of both sailing
and running, the final team being Capt
Emma Camer on, Capt Jo Godfr ey,
WO1 Liam Tosh , SSgt ‘Windy’ Gale
MBE and Cpl Chloe Lancaster . A
week’s training was conducted for the
team at the end of March and it was a
new experience for some with 37
knots across the deck, if fact WO1
Tosh could be said to have been
verging on sea sick and it obviously
affected his balance as he later
dropped dinner all over the floor!

In addition to competing, this event is
also creating adventurous training for
the trainees in the delivery and return
of the yacht for the competition,
where they should all gain their RYA
Competent Crew qualification.

The team are raising money for ‘Help for Heroes’ and would be
most grateful if you would like to sponsor us by visiting
www.justgiving.com/11sigr egt-3peaksyachtrace

Map of the Three Peaks
route

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT 
(ELECTRONIC W ARFARE)

HAVERFORDWEST

CO Lt Col TJ Carmichael
RSM WO1(RSM) G Topps

223 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj S Roberts
SSM WO2(SSM) R Howe

EXERCISE DRAGONS TALON 11 – A LEWT PERSPECTIVE
- by Sgt MacNicol

On 23 March 2009, the newly formed 223 Sig Sqn (EW) deployed
on a CT2 level regimental ex, DRAGONS TALON 11.  The build
up to the ex went fairly well, although we wer e quite nervous
because for most of us, this was the first time we had been on an
EW ex.  Due to this, some extra training had to be organised prior
to deployment in or der to ensure our effectiveness in the field.  A
couple of the guys wer e apprehensive about what to expect over
the next couple of weeks, but I was confident that as a team we
could draw our knowledge together for some ‘on the job training’.

The move from Cawdor Barracks to SPTA was successful and
soon after arrival we received our equipment.  The following day
we were able to get hold of Scarus, light EW kit, and initiated our
PACEX and training.  I was impressed by how well the team
responded to the training and all members showed that they had
the enthusiasm to get ‘hands on’ and start understanding the
equipment.  Furthermore, this demonstrated that they had the
correct attitude for the ex.

Light Electronic Warfare Team (LEWT) 3 deployed to Coombe
Farm in the Mobile EWT (MEWT) role.  On arrival a recce of the
site was conducted befor e setting up the kit and the guys worked
like a well-oiled machine.  The det was up and running in no time,
enabling us to establish routine and focus our ef forts on further
EW training.  I set the team a number of objectives, including
operating and understanding ICOM and Scarus equipment,
extracting information fr om orders and intelligence, and
establishing a maintenance routine.

Further into the ex, LEWT 3 managed to get an insight into what
it will be like conducting LEWT ops in the dismounted r ole.
Finding out that the next serial would involve a foot patr ol, the
team were glad to be practising what will be expected of them in
theatre.  As they began to prepare however, the realisation of how
much kit they will be expected to carry hit home.  The patr ol
collected a number of inter cepts while ‘on the gr ound’ and was
given the opportunity to put their analysis and r eporting skills to
the test.

As the ex progressed the team’s confidence grew, along with
their skills and ability to operate the kit.  The rate at which the
team developed was impr essive, and pleasing to see.  With a
continued level of enthusiasm, ability and EW training, the team
will be well prepared for deployment with 11 Lt Bde on Op
HERRICK 11.

AN ODETTE PERSPECTIVE - by Sgt Blockley

By Day 3 of Ex DRAGONS TALON 11, Odette 3, wheeled EW
platform, was well into its r outine, sitting around drinking br ews
as the det technician plus FRT worked on the kit faults.  With
some of the kit now working, the ex could begin and soon the
serials began flooding in.  The idea of the first couple of days was
to ease the less experienced 223 Sig Sqn personnel into det life,
and for them to start collecting inter cepts.  During their shift
down-time, some members of the det, headed by Sig ‘Chicken’
Kolmer , broke out the spare PU12 masts and jerry cans in order
to ‘beef up’.  Obviously as the det comd I had to join in, along
with compulsory tight vest!

Maybe I should have told them to get their r est, as they would
spend their hours on shift listening to a lot of white-noise and
staring at a screen.  It was ok however, as just as they were
starting to flag, the ‘moralibo’ was br oken out of the battle box,
and just as this started to wear of f even, LCpl Morrison from 237
Sig Sqn decided to cheer up the det by falling/slipping out the
back of the comms wagon and br eaking his ankle.  See you later
Moz!
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The serials continued to come thick and fast, and it was good to
see timely and accurate reports being produced by the lads and
ladies.  Each time, the logging became much fuller and easier to
understand.

The high point at the end of Week 1 had to be the ‘sticky’
resupply and thank god!  With an unnamed det member’ s piles
giving him grief (we’ll call him ‘LCpl B’), a kindly Tp Comd came
in with an offer of assistance and a full set of orders on
‘insertion’.  Thanks to ‘Lt V’.

Another high point was the mor ning dedicated to training with the
use of an interpreter.  We won’t have the luxury of listening to
intercepts in English in theatre and so the training gave us a good
insight into how to use the ‘terps’ and gave us other ar eas to
work on during PDT.

Overall, the realistic scenario-based training has been very
beneficial to the Sqn and the standar d of EW support the Sqn
has provided seemed to get higher as the ex pr ogressed.  Like
any ex, it had its ups and downs but hopefully pr oblems can be
rectified as we join the Bde PDT shortly.

BLANDFORD TACTICAL COMMAND AND ANAL YSIS
DETACHMENT (TCAD) TRAINING - by LCpl Peace

The first of 2 groups to experience the Blandfor d TCAD ex
departed, mostly unawar e of the excitement that lay ahead.  For
those not in the know, TCAD stands for Tactical Command and
Analysis Detachment and for the purposes of the upcoming Ex
DRAGONS TALON 11 would provide valuable training in analysis
and reporting.  Upon arrival at Blandfor d we were given some
highly suspect accommodation, followed by an ominous war ning
from WO1 Wilson about alcohol consumption

So began the serious job of TCAD training.  In the mor ning, the
scenario was focussed on the contemporary op envir onment,
with the usual appearances of ‘Akhmed’ and the like.  After a
slow start, the majority of the gr oup began to get a grasp of the

situation, and the post-scenario briefings wer e looking good.  The
afternoon saw the scenario tur n to the dreaded beast of
GENFORCE laying waste to southern England and this really
highlighted the importance of good r eporting up and down the
chain to create the ‘bigger pictur e’ that comds ar e looking for.
Personally, I learned this the hard way and briefing the comd
without knowing the full situation isn’ t something I would like to
experience again anytime soon.  By the end of the day however,
the quality of the analysis and reporting had vastly impr oved.

Lessons learned, and another valuable training step taken
towards Op HERRICK 11; everyone went back to Brawdy for tea,
medals and Burger King!

A LEWT LESS ORDINARY OR HOW I LEARNED TO STOP
WORRYING AND LOVE THE LEWT - by LCpl Cooper

After my career as an Arabic Linguist was stillbor n due to one of
Gordon Brown’s political whims, I arrived at 14 Sig Regt slightly in
the dark as to what my r ole would be.  I was immediately sent to
223 Sig Sqn, which was newly formed at the start of the year in
order to support 11 Lt Bde’ s deployment to Afghanistan.

My first few weeks wer e taken up with familiarisation training on
the kit we would employ , conducted by the kindly souls of the
Electronic Warfare Training Team (EWTT), which left many heads
spinning.  A visit from the EWTT while on ex is a highly
anticipated event, if only to see if you can wangle your way onto
stag while they are there.

Following this we soon deployed on our first ex.  This was non-
tactical, ensuring the pesky enemy wouldn’ t get in the way of our
training and making sure that the scariest sight seen all week was
WO2(SSM) Howe making his own way through the trees towards
our position, safe in the knowledge that not even mother natur e
can stop an SSM with a task in mind.

Upon completion of the ex and a one-week tur naround to try and
get some of our broken kit working (i.e. most of it), we wer e off to
Salisbury Plain for our regimental ex, where the Sqn  would be
put through its paces under thr eat of kinetic activity by the enemy
(for any CS Ops reading, that means getting shot at).

However before we could deploy on this ex, the Capts had to
pick teams based on our str engths and weaknesses and our
performance throughout training.  Despite being picked near last,
just before the kid in glasses or so I imagine, I was placed on a
Light Electronic Warfare Team (LEWT), whose role is to provide
force protection and indicators and war nings to the various BGs
throughout our area of responsibility.  This is done both by static
platforms deployed in forwar d operating bases throughout the
AOR, as well as by sending 1 – 3 man teams along with inf
patrols.  Given that an Int Corps linguist is consider ed ‘green’ if
they have taken their APWT recently, I can only assume it was my
olive green, oversized ‘spork’ that landed me such an ‘allie’ r ole.
I also noted with interest that a female had been included in our
team, reaffirming the CO’s commitment to equal opportunities
throughout the Regt.

My role on the team would be that of analyst, ensuring that I was
treated with suspicion by the other members of the team, blessed
as I am with mystical powers like those of a clairvoyant.  I am
certain they were disappointed to find out I had only the god-
given gift to do ‘thinking about things’, coupled with the army-
given ability to think about things in ‘the pr oper way’, and I’m
sure they were disappointed when I pointed out that they would
be required to practise the arcane art of analysis themselves,
since I won’t be out on every patrol with them.

This is the challenge that being a LEWT operator brings – the
need to be competent at not only your own job, but also those of
your colleagues.  Thus far, our training and preparation have
moved us in the right dir ection, towards readiness for deployment
on Op HERRICK 11.  Rumour has it that some of the regimental
seniors might even be impressed with us, although this is as yet
unconfirmed.

The Bde EW Coordination Cell (BEWCC) on Ex DRAGONS
TALON 11 manned by LCpl Manners, Sig Bywater, Sgt Robertson,

Sig Webb and SSgt Dent Int Corps  

The beating heart of the sqn ops team, WO2 ‘Q’ Coomber and
the ‘AUSWO’, WO2 Mick Barling, in the Brigade EW Coordination

Cell
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In conclusion, anyone fancying a challenging role in the Royal
Corps of Signals or Intelligence Corps could do worse than put in
a PPP for 14 Sig Regt and did I mention that we live by the
seaside?

226 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj B Fitch
SSM WO2(SSM) P Hounsell

EXERCISE LA TANIA’S DRAGON 6 – 14 MARCH 09
- by Cpl Carlyle

The main party for Ex LA TANIA’S DRAGON departed
Pembrokeshire in our White Fleet Land Rovers on 6 March.  Once
the roof rack load had been ‘r efined’ at least half-a-dozen times
before even leaving Wales, the trip passed without incident and
everyone arrived in resort nearly 24 hours later.  The first evening
meal from chef, Cpl Jones , was enjoyed and the next mor ning
the Three Valleys welcomed us with stacks of snow and the first
day was sunny and clear.  

The novices made a cracking start under the instruction of Capt
Prentice , while those who had skied befor e were put into various
instructor groups according to ability.  One esteemed instructor
by the name of Sgt John chose Day 1 to crash spectacularly
resulting in a badly gashed eye socket.  In order for him to reach
a med centre, he was faced with an epic jour ney on skis and lifts
during which he was involved in a rare gondola pile-up.
Thankfully Sgt John was stitched up ef fectively and back on his
skis after 24 hrs of sofa rehab.  Days 2 and 3 brought some
challenging mountain conditions with low cloud and persistent
snow.  The more advanced groups revelled in the fresh powder
but got some serious leg workouts fr om the stress of not being
able to see the terrain immediately ahead.  Days 3 and 4 brought
some welcome sunshine, well-gr oomed pistes and still fr esh
powder of f-piste, so the confident skiers could concentrate on
achieving well carved turns on-piste whilst spraying snow ar ound
off-piste.  The final day brought sunshine again and plenty of
tasks; namely earning either Basic Ski Proficiency (BSP) or
Advanced Ski Proficiency (ASP) and flitting around Maj Lovett’ s
orienteering treasure hunt.  Both novices and advanced skiers
took part.  The only ones to be disqualified wer e the hooligan
pairing of Capt Lees and SAC Harrison .  Successful
assessments meant that 6 people achieved BSP and 11 people
achieved ASP.  Many were recommended to pr oceed to TLT and
JSSI courses.  A very successful week was had by all who
attended.

OPS SQUADRON

OC Maj M Keech
SSM WO2(SSM) A Barber

EXERCISE DRAGONS CHATTER 6 – 14 MARCH 09
– by Flt Sgt Stocker

On a dark cold night in the wilds of South W est Wales, 6 intrepid
members of 14 Sig Regt set of f on Ex DRAGONS CHATTER, the
Regt’s annual Arabic language training ex in Oman.  Flt Sgt John
Stocker was the leader of the party with the other personnel
being Sgt Maddie Mills , Cpl Tristan Beer , Cpl Neil Marsh , Cpl
Simone Muir and SAC Sophie Evans .  The party flew from
Heathrow to Muscat, Oman via Abu Dhabi on 12 Mar ch and
returned on 21 March. The weather over there was as you would
expect for that part of the world; too hot for some but just fine for
the rest.  We were all Arabic interpreters but even saying that, the
4 hours of spoken Arabic training daily for 5 days started to
exhaust the mind towar ds the end of the week.  It was done at
the Polyglot Institute in the Ruwi ar ea of Muscat.  Muhammad
was our instructor and we dealt with various topics, impr oving
our spoken skills and increasing our vocabulary.  It’s nothing
compared to the physical aspects of military training but it still
tires out those brain cells.  The main aim of the In-Country
Language Training was to improve our spoken language skills in
order to support ops at a later date, when r equired.  This type of

training, called
immersion is the
best form of
testing your
linguistic skills,
as you are
placed in a
situation, where
you do not use
English and use
the language of
the country being
visited.  Sitting in
the Heritage
Village at al-
Jissah, having a
cup of Omani
coffee and
discussing
various topics
with the people working ther e, was one of the experiences where
I could realise myself that I was improving. The Souq at Muttrah
allowed us to try to haggle over the prices of various goods, even
though the price had pr obably been increased when they saw us
coming.  It did give you an idea of Omani life, although ther e are
countless supermarkets where the majority of people shop.  The
Dhow cruise was relaxing, and created an atmosphere conducive
to speaking Arabic when at leisure.  One of the party had the task
of organising an activity on the last full day in Oman.  She chose
horse-riding and arranged everything in Arabic.  I used all of my
linguistic skills to try to cajole the horse into going the way I
wanted but I think we both knew who was in char ge and he led
me wherever he fancied going.  This was a very enjoyable trip
and was of great benefit to all of us.

WORKING WITH THE AIR WARFARE CENTRE - by Cpl Kelly

Romeo Sect recently conducted a visit to the Air W arfare Centre
(AWC) at RAF Waddington in Lincolnshir e.  This was both
interesting and useful.  It was interesting to see where the data
we collect ends up and how it contributes to the conduct of air
operations.  Keeping the Defence Electronic Warfare Database up
to date is a constant and vital pr ocess.  The information held in
the Database is then tailored for specific theatr es of operation
and downloaded to air craft operating ther e.

Possibly the single most frightening event for a pilot is to hear the
alarm tone indicating that some sort of radar guidance has locked
onto the aircraft and that a missile could hit in seconds.  That’ s
what we provide: the information that says what type of radar has
illuminated the aircraft.  And the aircraft could be Royal Navy,
Army Air Corps or RAF, or even coalition.  Every Romeo Sect
deployment allows us to corr oborate or update the information
held in this database.
This working relationship with the AWC works both ways too, and
for an op or ex, we would get the latest information they have on
the dispositions of the enemy air defences.

While on our visit, as well as seeing what they do, we also
received useful training on the various systems that allow us to
access their huge library of information.  All in all, it was good to
see what our work contributes to and it was inter esting to get a
better insight on wher e we, as EW Sys Ops, could be posted in
future; there is a good cross-section of the Services working at
the AWC.

237 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj W Holbr ook
SSM WO2(SSM) M Fairclough

CONGO RECCE - by SSgt (YofS) Samuel

SSgt(YofS) Samuel and SAC Wren deployed to the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) to conduct a recce and scoping study
of the Forces Armées Républic Du Congo (FARDC), Corps Du

Grand Central Mosque in Muscat, Oman
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Transmission training requirement of a bespoke CIS system which
was to be brought into service.  The recce was conducted over
the period of a week and comprised various visits to DRC staf f
collage, repair facilities and meetings between several high
ranking officers from the FARDC and the recce team.  The result
of the recce was the formulation of a Short Term Training Team
(STTT) which will deploy in April 09 to conduct equipment and
theory training.

245 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj A Aitken
SSM WO2(SSM) P Jenkinson

EXERCISE DRAGONS TALON - by 2Lt Collier

It has been an extremely busy period for the soldiers of 245 Sig
Sqn, who have undergone an intensive program of pre-
deployment training in the run-up to their deployment on Op
HERRICK 10.  There has been little time for distractions or other
activities, with the exception of an excellent Sqn night out in

Swansea organised by Sgt Taylor .  The Sqn finally deployed in
mid April in what will sur ely be a successful 6 months in
Afghanistan.  

For some of those in the rear-party of X-Ray Tp/Half-Sect, the
Regimental Ex quickly provided a respite from the rigours of life in
Brawdy.  2Lt Collier acted in the role of LO to the Danish Army’s
EW Coy, which was attached to 223 Sig Sqn for most of the ex.
The task was arduous and required countless hours of tir eless
liaising in a cultural minefield.

The Danes proved to be a massive benefit, despite their
somewhat unconventional style, and they pr ovided numerous
highlights during the ex.  Following a cryptic war ning to the
BEWCC on the final morning of the ex, they launched a withering
blue-on-blue attack against a nearby Odette det, befor e
withdrawing to the safety of W estdown Camp. 

Cooperation between UK and Danish EW forces will hopefully
continue on successive Regimental exs with both parties r eaping
the benefits.         

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

CO Lt Col JM Hodges
RSM WO1(RSM) G Sinclair

This time of year has been a time of flux in the Regt, with many of
the Regimental personalities changing, while the pace of work
has not slowed.  

The new RSM has now got his gleaming boots under the desk,
following the departur e of WO1 Sheard.  The Regt has a new 2IC
in the shape of Maj T Keates , who has come in to replace Maj
Simon Meadowcr oft .  With two Sqn Comds changing over , three
of the four Sqn 2ICs and plenty of new faces in the Ops and
Welfare team, it is almost as though we have a new Regt.

Gearing up for summer, the Regt is taking on the usual heavy
burden of ARRC exs, with one det headed down south for Spain
and others due to go as far north as Norway .  The remainder of
us will be somewhere in the middle, whilst planning and pr eparing
for PDT in the autumn and concurrently backfilling other units.

Also coming up in a few short weeks is the Mitsubishi Bruggen
10 Road Race and Station Fete, a busy day on the 9 May which
promises to be a hectic and enjoyable event.  Look out for a full
report on the 10-mile Race, the Fun Run, and the childr en’s races
(as well as the infamous Hangar Bash) in the next issue.

THE YEAR AHEAD FOR 255 SIG SQN - by LCpl Bartlett

2009 for 255 Sig Sqn is going to be a very busy year spent on ex,
adventure training in Greece and deploying on Op HERRICK in
support of 1 Div.

Currently the Sqn is hosting Ex LOYAL LEDGERon Javelin
Barracks, for which the lads have spent 2 weeks on the airfield
building, running up to the ex starting on 1 Mar ch. The Hardened
Aircraft Shelter (HAS) ex locations are so cold that people go
outside to warm up. One HAS has earned the title of ‘Polar
Palace’ and warm kit is being donned by all, at least until the
weather improves. Ex LOYAL LEDGERwill be the Sqn OC, Maj
Bill Anderson’ s, last ex before moving to Glasgow and the Sqn
will miss him dearly when it’s over.

SSgt Richie Savage and the entertainment committee have
recently organised a horse racing night to raise money for the
Sqn. The event was a great success with lots of money gambled
and beer drunk.  Particular mention goes to LCpl Ben Ronner for

picking up the top prize of the night of €500, with Lt Tom Collins
and Lt Morgan Ross also picking up some winnings along the
way.

The Sqn is now looking forward to the next event,a casino theme
dubbed “Casino Royal” after the ex to raise money for ‘Help for
Heroes’.

The Sqn would like to welcome back fr om Op HERRICK, Cpl
Andy Poole , Sig ‘Richie’ Ker ney, Sig Dan Powell and Sig
George ‘VH’ V rioni-Himonas , an event the Regt celebrated with
a few ‘welcome home’ beers in the W all and Willow.  We would
also like to welcome into the Sqn: Sig ‘Ella’ Chambers and Sig
‘Chappy’ Chapman , with Capt Phil Mhango taking over from
Capt Matt Johns as the new Sqn 2IC.

The Sqn will be losing LCpl ‘Jackie’ Chan who is venturing into
the big world of Civ Div and Sig Chris O’Neil who is posted to
Blandford as part of the Bowman trials team – very best of luck. 
The Sqn would like to congratulate newly pr omoted Sgt Liza
Neary and Sgt ‘Scouse’ McArthur , very well done.

REACHER OUT TO SALISBURY PLAIN - by Sig Culleton

Earlier in the year, a Reacher crew from 16 Sig Regt consisting of
3 operators Sig Culleton (255), Sig Albright (230) and Sig
Henderson (230), one Technician LCpl Gar dner (255) and one
RSE LCpl Douglas (230), flew out to the UK to support a 19 Lt
Bde ex on Salisbury Plain.  We were to be attached to the Bde
and tasked with pr oviding additional comms for them.   

LCpl Gar dner and I stayed overnight at Gamecock Barracks and
then after collecting the Reacher Medium Det fr om 30 Sig Regt in
Nuneaton, we started the jour ney south.  The remainder of the
crew made their way to Westdown Camp, dir ect from the airport.
Although the journey went very well, the comical maps that we
had been given to direct us to the area were a source of
entertainment throughout the 5 hr drive.

The following day after a good night’ s rest, we were shown the
location for the Reacher which would be set up for the duration of
the ex and began to set it up.  The set up of the antennae,
establishing power to all the kit and employing all of the services
took about 2 hrs.  We had a couple of faults at the beginning of
the ex which were easily resolved and fortunately there weren’t
any major problems throughout.



26 THE WIRE, JUNE 2009

The ex ended on 5 February and after signing the Reacher Det
back to 30 Sig Regt, we arrived back at Javelin Barracks the next
day.  As a piece of new comms equipment that is in high
demand, we are regularly tasked with taking Reacher on ex.
While on this ex, I feel everything went smoothly and morale was
high throughout.  It was a good experience working alongside 19
Lt Bde.

EXERCISE LOYAL LEDGER/ARRCADE FOCUS - Lt E Thomas

Ex LOYAL LEDGER saw a new challenge for the members of
Kowloon Tp, 252 (Hong Kong) Sig Sqn.  They were to deploy to
JHQ and begin construction of NETCEN rear and the OPSCEN,
both new concepts for the Tp.  However this did not deter them
and with limited time available and a long and busy working
weekend, NETCEN rear was ready and waiting for the arrival of
the CO, Lt Col Hodges and his Ops team.  Although the set up
was initially chaotic, the Tp did not for got SSgt Herbert’ s
birthday, which we were able to celebrate with some r emnants of
style with paper plates, some fizzy pop and a few candles.
Once NETCEN rear was established the Tp was able to shift its
focus to the OPSCEN in support of the Deputy Comd 1 Sig Bde,
Col G Norton and his staff.  The staff assurance check did not
leave the staff quite assured but with a quick whirlwind of activity
and the fridge stocked to the max with coke and sticky bars, we
were confident that they would enjoy their stay within the
OPSCEN.  Once the staff arrived, the Tp quickly got stuck into
running the help desk which kept Cpl Ndegwa more than busy
with his expanding knowledge base of the ARRC’ s IS systems
and the complex multimedia equipment built into the OPSCEN
facility itself.  

The Tp also discovered that there is no better way to start the
morning than with a Video Tele Conference (VTC).  Excitement
was always on the agenda: if the VTC went well champagne was
awarded to the Tp.  However, if it went badly then frantic
engineering was on the schedule for the next 48 hrs.  LCpl
Melvin acting as our VTC guru of course was always hoping for
champagne, rather than the gruelling cycle of testing and
engineering, however spirits were always held high.  

When EndEx was called, the tear down of all locations, in a
controlled and logical manner of course, was swift and in good
time for the Sqn post ex party .  The evening was enjoyed by all,
even more so as the drinks were paid for by the Of ficers and Tp
SSgts.   As events progressed the function was gate crashed by
some welcome intruders – the Regimental Ops team!  It was a
fitting way to end a challenging and demanding ex.  The Tp
worked extremely hard, and received the recognition they
deserved – Go Team!

NIJMEGEN BATTLEFIELD TOUR - by Sig Hawkins

On Friday 20 March 2009, 252 Sig Sqn, Kowloon Tp went on a
Battlefield Tour.  Our first stop was the National Liberation
museum in Nijmegen.  On arrival at the museum we watched a
video about Op Market Garden.  The video was very interesting.
It showed the landing of 30,000 British and American Airbor ne
troops behind enemy lines, their mission was to captur e 8 bridges
on the Dutch/German bor der which were vital to the war effort.

The museum was full of interesting memorabilia and we soon
split into small groups to explor e the history of the Netherlands.
LCpl Melvin and I started by looking at an air raid shelter but
were soon drawn to a section which told stories of love in
wartime.  I enjoyed reading the love letters, looking at the old
pictures and seeing how different things were.  Cpl Hunt said his
favourite part of the museum was the political gr oups formed in
the Netherlands and their effects on the war.  We all met at the
end of the museum at the Honorary Dome and r ead the Roll of
Honour.  It was moving to see how many nationalities wer e laid to
rest together, after sacrificing their lives during the war.  Our final
task at the museum was of course the mandatory gr oup pictur e
next to a tank.  A relatively simple task, yet Sig Harrison-Cr oft
managed to keep us all amused by falling of f with a complete
lack of grace.

The next stop was Nijmegen town itself.  After some expert
parking by Sgt Myers in a very suspect part of town, we had the
opportunity to compar e life in Nijmegen during the liberation with
today’s modern world.  We were better able to appr eciate the
hardships that people would have had to suf fer through.  The
afternoon of course would not have been complete without a nice
cold drink on a sunny after noon in central Nijmegen.  After we
dragged LCpl ‘Jimmy’ Anderson away from nearly buying a
€500 cowboy suit (instead he settled for a pocket watch), we got
back on the bus and made our way for a meal out at a r estaurant
in Bracht.

The evening was a chance for the Tp to get together as a whole
and enjoy each other’s company.  It was also a perfect
opportunity to say a fond far ewell to LCpl Manning following his
recent posting to 7 Sig Regt.  He particularly enjoyed his snail
starter and was willing to shar e these around but his of fer was
refused.  The meal went very well and everyone was happy and
chatting, some ‘happier’ than others, no names mentioned LCpl
Compton .  It was a fun day for the Tp and we all enjoyed a
change from the normal routine of work.

TRIATHLON – WHAT’S ALL THAT ABOUT?
- by WO2 Dave Evans

After enjoying a team building trip and meeting, WO2 Dave
Evans, BA(G) Triathlon Secretary, Sig Aar on Butler was
interested to learn more about the multi-event sport known as
triathlon. Although admitting to being a ‘weak’ swimmer , Sig
Butler was coerced into his first event which was a sprint; this
was a 500m swim, 20km bike ride (which incidentally he
completed on a mountain bike ‘borr owed’ from outside the block)
and finished with a 5km run. With a big smile, but in last place,
he crossed the finish and was hooked!

After a couple of near drownings during training and racing, Sig
Butler returned from leave the proud owner of a used time trial
bike – no front gears fitted, no brakes – and pr omptly decided he
was going to step-up to Olympic Distance T riathlon. Höhne was
the venue and the accommodation and transport wer e arranged.
With the prospect of a 1500m swim, a 40km bike ride and a
10km run ahead of him, no wonder he looked nervous.  Sig
Butler was in completely new territory with distances he’d never
completed in a race befor e. With true grit and determination he
completed the race and in a very respectable time making him
‘the new kid on the block’ within the BA(G) triathlon cir cuit. Just
for the record, Sig Butler now cycles with gears and brakes!

Sig Butler’ s true forte though is Duathlon, especially X-Terra –
cross country running and MTB riding – wher e he is one of the
front runners, running and racing against some very seasoned
veterans. His performance in a rookie year has been extremely
promising and has placed him in overall 1st position in the Senior
Male category of the BA(G) Triathlon series. For the 2009/10
series, he’s still deciding whether to defend his title or ‘go long’
and compete in the ultimate triathlon, IRONMAN.

FREEFALL PARACHUTING - by Sig Hankey and Sig Mason

On 16 March 2009 at sunny Sennelager, Sig Mason and Sig
Hankey from Kowloon Tp 252 Sig Sqn attended a Basic Fr eefall
Parachuting course.  This was a chance to  jump out of a plane at
3200ft.  During the course, aircraft exiting, recovery and landing
drills (which not many people managed to achieve) were covered.
We were shown all the kit including life jackets, which surprisingly
took 2 of ficers to figure out exactly how they fastened.  We also
soon discovered it was not easy getting used to parachute
packing and canopy contr ol.  Sig Hankey found this out as she
landed in the middle of the runway and Sig Mason as she landed
in the staff car park.  Once all the ground work was cover ed we
were finally able to jump and whoever said that on their first jump
they weren’t scared was lying!

Within the first week we managed to pack in 8 jumps fr om a
static line, but the second week was typical Sennelager weather –
rain, rain and more rain.  No jumps took place but several other



THE WIRE, JUNE 2009 27

activities such as mountain biking, sports and swimming wer e
available to all.  The course ended with drinks and a BBQ.  We

both really enjoyed the course and would definitely r ecommend it
to others.        

21st SIGNAL REGIMENT (AIR SUPPOR T)
COLERNE

CO Lt Col G Addley
RSM WO1(RSM) AP McBean

The Regt continues to be a busy place with numer ous
commitments occupying all thr ee Sqns.  Our support to ops
remains the focus with the first Tp having now deployed under
the Regt’s new structure and deployment cycle.  Covering both
Iraq and Afghanistan, our support to JHC has continued to
improve, not least of which can be seen in the development of
the Air Support Communicator r ole and the associated training
and qualification of the operators.  Public Duties has also taken a
starring role in the Regt’s programme with training in full swing.
Nearly 2 months into the preparation, the improvement in
standard of drill has been excellent and with just 3 weeks until
the first Queen’s Guard the pace of training is continuing to rise.
However, it has not been all work.  Ex TRANSARC TIGER saw 30
people travel to Les Arcs for the annual Regimental ski trip,
gaining a large number of BSP qualifications.  Other activities
have included a very successful Red Nose Day Quiz Night, a
successful Corps Rugby 7s competition and a second Junior
Officer education ex.  This has undoubtedly been a busy period
for the Regt and as the year progresses 21 Sig Regt looks
forward to the next few months, in particular our 3 month Public
Duties tour in London.

PNCO CADRE - by SSgt Smith

Sunday 15 February 09 is a date that will always remain firmly
imprinted in my mind for the r emainder of my life.  This was the
start date of the 21 Sig Regt PNCO Course.  All those weeks of
planning, recces, briefing, angst, debriefing, r e-planning, re-
briefing, more recces, more angst, sleepless nights and working
weekends was over.  It was time to play.  At 1400hrs that day the
doors to the Training Wing were opened to the young hopefuls
from a variety of Royal Signals units, ready for processing.  They
were checked off on the list, documentation was exchanged and
they were shown to their rooms.

The students were divided up into 4 sects, each headed up by a
Sect Comd; Cpls Tyler , Stewart and Lawr ence of 21 Sig Regt
and Cpl Prakash of 30 Sig Regt were assigned to this task.  As
Sect Comds, they were expected to teach, mentor , lead and
assess throughout the course, particularly during the ex phase,
where they were fully embedded into the sects.  In addition to the
Sect Comds, each sect was allocated a Sgt Instructor (SI)
responsible for teaching and assessing its members; Sgts Baz
Sherwin and Shaun Dinsdale of 21 Sig Regt, Sgt Dan Clarke of
30 Sig Regt and Sgt Si Donnelly of 43 (Wessex) Sig Sqn (V) were
assigned to this task.

The course comprised 2 phases; an in-camp phase in W eek 1
and an ex phase in Week 2.  The in-camp phase started relatively
slowly with opening addr esses and a heavy day of PowerPoint
presentations but the tempo soon picked up on the T uesday with
the first of the Personal Leadership Developments (PLDs)
consisting of a for ced march and stretcher race.  By Wednesday,
the sects were bonding well while being put thr ough a selection
of command tasks and showing that ther e’s more than one way
to skin a cat.  On the Thursday, the sects were put through
another PLD session consisting of what can only be described as
a fusion of ‘burden retrieval meets gun run’.  As an added bonus
the unit invited the young of ficers to attend as a bit of a “heads
up” for them.  By Friday the main focus of the training was
starting to switch towar ds the ex.

This took place on Salisbury Plain Training Area and was centred
around Basic Close Combat Skills.  The course deployed early on

the Monday mor ning and after NSPs and quick safety brief it was
straight into lessons.  The ex culminated with a 36 hr period of ex
free-play, where all the students were placed into a works r outine,
deprived of sleep and assumed a 2IC appointment during a
realistic and testing scenario.  The eyes of the SIs were
constantly observing.  With notebooks out and pens poised, they
were making their assessments, ready for the reports.

By lunch time on the Thursday, EndEx was called and we all
returned back to camp and after a quick tur n around, it was time
for the end of course function.  During the function, prizes wer e
awarded.  The award for top student went to LCpl Bahr of 14 Sig
Regt and top field soldier went to LCpl Glancy of 216 (Para) Sig
Sqn.

The final day was devoted to admin; r eports needed to be
written, vehicles, weapons and equipments cleaned and handed
back etc.  The reports were drafted by the SIs whilst the
unenviable task of admin supervision fell on the shoulders of Sgt
Clifton , the Course Admin NCO.  By mid-after noon all was
complete and following an end of course discussion the students
were dispersed, leaving the staff with the feeling of a job well
done and the course students with a feeling of r elief that the
course was finally over.   With the first course under our belt, the
staff have done the hard work and now look forwar d to the next
course.          

EXERCISE YOUNG LEADER II - by Lt Gareth Jones

Where does the time go?  It seems that bar ely a minute has
passed by since the first Ex YOUNG LEADER but here we are
again!  It’s all getting a bit serious too; people ar e starting to
mention JOTAC!  We began our first day studying the Comms
Estimate with Maj Ian Ballantyne who taught us the first rule of
any staff work – be neat.   This meant that quite a few of us wer e
at an instant disadvantage.  As this ex was designed to pr epare
us for JOTAC our Adjt, Capt Eddie Maskell-Pedersen , decided
to use his subject matter experts, Capts Rich W armington , Matt
Tremelling and Rachel Clayton .  They each gave a lesson on
varying parts of JOTAC such as the composition of BG, GENFOR,
and BG Engineers.  It was certainly enlightening and some of out
attached of ficers seemed to learn a lot.  2Lt Murray Bryant and
2Lt Craig T ee, thanks to Capt Warmington’ s help, can now
point out a mortar.

While Ex YOUNG LEADER II has developed from the first there is
one aspect in which it hasn’ t changed; standing up in fr ont of a
lot of people and making yourself look a bit of a prat.  Having
been taught the comms estimate, it now fell upon the young
officers to tackle a scenario devised by Maj Bryony Bryan and
WO2(YofS) ‘Pat’ Patrick .  Like many problems the crucial thing
was time i.e. we all felt we didn’ t have enough.  We all presented
our plans to members of the Regt and each r eceived the fallout –
pain associated learning I guess. 

The second day of Ex YOUNG LEADER II was far more fun as it
basically involved running around and firing lots of guns, though
unfortunately we weren’t allowed to combine the two.  With help
from a couple of members of 18 (UKSF) Sig Regt we were able to
continue our pistol shooting fr om where we had left off on the
previous ex and also had a familiarisation shoot on the MP5.
Everybody had a lot of fun on the range, especially Lt Dave Pirt
who seemed to think he was in a ‘Die Hard’ film every time he
cocked his submachine gun.  

While half the group were putting rounds down the range the
other half were being taught identifying characteristics of for eign
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weapons by our resident arms dealer, better known as the Adjt.
This involved learning the calibre, magazine capacity and other
features of half a dozen weapons but having played a lot of ‘Call
of Duty 4: Moder n Warfare’ I felt like I had an unfair advantage.
However, for easy points all you needed to do was say they wer e
built in Russia.   

The range finished with a competition shoot wher e Capt Clayton
put in an impressive performance thanks to some inter esting
round counting techniques. 

The final event of Ex YOUNG LEADER II was an orienteering
event of sorts around camp with a stand at dif ferent points.
Setting off individually we first had to identify weapons wrapped
up in black bin bags; though how 2Lt Rob Meite managed to
think an AK47 was a sniper rifle is beyond me.  The second stand
was a series of physical tests in which we wer e a given a minute
to complete as many reps as possible with both 2Lts Ed Bodger
and Andy McGrane putting in str ong shows.  Finally we were
asked to write down as many items as we could r emember,
having been given 2 mins to memorise 20 items befor e setting
off, before making a dash for the finish line. 

Ex YOUNG LEADER II finished where all good exs
should – the bar.  2Lt Craig T ee was awarded the best
shot, for which he received one of the PRI’s most
beautiful prints.  As for me I won overall and was
awarded the honour of writing The Wire notes.  Maybe I
won’t try so hard next time.  

RED NOSE DAY - by 2Lt E Bodger

To support Red Nose Day 2009, 21 Sig Regt organised 2
notable events in order to raise money.  The first was on
the Thursday evening and took the form of a quiz night
organised by SSgt(SQMS) Ibinson .  Utilising the
increased number of personnel in station as a result of
the formation of the Public Duties Coy , the evening was a

huge success as it was well attended and allowed the attached
soldiers from different units to begin integrating with one another .
The quiz was won by a team led by SSgt ‘Eggy’ Henderson who
very charitably gave the prize money back to the charity .

The second event was CO’s PT with a difference.   For a certain
fee, soldiers could avoid doing the har d circuit and do an easy
circuit consisting of such activities as whistling and lying on a
crash mat.  Some soldiers and of ficers were persuaded to pay
their money and do the hard circuit which was as unpleasant as
promised.  The end product of these events was to raise in
excess of £800, a large sum which is testament to the har d work
of all those involved. 

EXERCISE TRANSARC TIGER - by Sig M Kmicic

After a busy week on ex, 30 members from throughout the Regt
left Colerne for the mammoth jour ney to Les Arcs for a skiing ex
aimed at completing the Basic Ski Pr oficiency (BSP) course for
the large number of novices on the trip.  After a very long jour ney,
we arrived at the Arc 1600 resort; one of many dotted ar ound the
mountain ranges making up the skiing area.  After a first morning
of getting to grips with having skis attached to their feet, the
novices were then split into a few gr oups, according to ability.
Les Arcs offers a wide range of beginner and intermediate slopes,
so the groups progressed well although some more quickly than
others: Cpl ‘Shep’ Shephar d’s group were soon abandoning the
blue slopes in favour of the snowpark.  

For many this skiing trip was a great experience to try something
for the first time.  Everyone made the most of the time on the
slopes and many became proficient skiers having never put skis
on before this week.  There were of course several memorable
nights as well as days; in particular the cheese fondue dinner up
the mountain, washed down with ample supplies of local wine
before an impromptu dance on the tables by everyone, including
the many OTC cadets staying in the same resort.

All in all, the members of Ex TRANSARC TIGERgained a lot from
this trip and no doubt mor e than one will return to the slopes after
their first introduction to the sport.

CORPS RUGBY 7s AT BLANDFORD - by Capt J Goldsworthy

The Regt were able to field a strong squad to compete in this
years Corps Rugby 7s tournament which was held on Wed 25
March 09..  The Regimental team was drawn in Group 1
alongside 216 (Para) Sig Sqn, 1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt and
22 Sig Regt.  This first round of games didn’ t prove too dif ficult
for the team, who won ever game without conceding a single try .
Marked performances came fr om Sigs Pickering , Lloyd , Baker
and Young .  The Quarter Finals stage of the cup competition
followed after lunch and it was time for the older generation to
take to the field with Capt Goldsworthy , SSgt Wood and Sgt
Thomas providing our key players with a much deserved r est.
Our old guard faced 215 Sig Sqn in the Quarter Final and
impressed with a good win, again without conceding.  An
impressive full length pitch run in by SSgt Wood was enjoyed by
all spectators present.  

“Sometimes extras just aren’t enough!” – the Adjutant

Don’t be fooled, she’s actually holding a pistol

The victorious Regimental 7s Squad
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Through to the Semi Finals, our rested squad was raring to go
and drawn against 11 Sig Regt who had just defeated a str ong 30
Sig Regt team.  The match started quite evenly with 11 Sig Regt
scoring first, but gr eat performances from Lt McGrane , LCpl
Qasivatini and Sgt Margrie saw us secure our place in the Cup
Final.  The day culminated with an exciting draw between
tournament organizers, 10 Sig Regt and 21 Sig Regt.  A strong
leadership performance from our captain, LCpl Beech , who put
aside the pain of an earlier knock to guide the team thr ough,
finishing with a slight lead at the halfway stage.  The second half
saw us dominate the play and secur e the victory with style and
quality; the strong skills of Sig Rennox where evident throughout
the day.  A great day was enjoyed by all involved and was
capped by the awar d of Corps Champions for 2008/09.    

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON

OC Maj R Cowan
SSM WO2(SSM) D Brown

An extremely busy period for HQ Sqn as we have just passed
both the LSI and ECI for this year as well as providing soldiers for
Public Duties training prior to the Regt taking over Public Duties
in May. The Sqn would like to say farewell to Capt ‘Kev’ Smith
on posting to 71(Y) Sig Regt (V),Capt ‘Mark’ Gilbert on posting
to 22 Sig Regt as QM(T) and Capt ‘Duncs’ Chamberlain on
posting to 10 Sig Regt, Corsham. We would also like to welcome
Capt McDonagh into the Sqn as HQ Sqn 2IC prior to his transfer
into the Australian Army in June (throw a shrimp on the barbi
mate).

ARMY BASKETBALL FINALS 16 – 18 MARCH 2009
- by LCpl Pindeni

On 16 March 2009, 21 Sig Regt Basketball teams travelled to
Grantham for the Army Basketball Finals.  We had qualified by
virtue of winning the 4 Div Major Units Championships in
Aldershot the previous month.  Both teams wer e under the
guidance of SSgt(SSI) Paul Blake APTC.  The male team
consisted of WO2 Loveridge , SSgt ‘Ibo’ Ibinson , Sgt Jay
Binnie , Cpl Greg Cole , LCpl ‘P Diddy’ Pindeni , LCpl Les
Hartland , LCpl ‘Pinhead’ Br own , LCpl ‘Scat Man’ T atman , Sig
Will Pickering and Pte ‘Shadow’ Kawonga . 

The first day of competition saw the Regt play 3 pool games; the
first was against 8 Regt RLC.  After a slow start the Regt came
out winners 54 – 40 with WO2 Loveridge as Man of The Match.
Our 2nd game was against the reigning champions, 16 Regt RA.
The Regt started at a fast pace and 16 Regt could not live with
the shooting that saw us win this game 50 – 33 with LCpl
Hartland Man of The Match. 

Our last pool game was played against 3 Bn REME and yet again
the Regt’s fire power and good finishing meant we finished 44 –
29 winners with LCpl Pindeni Man of The Match. In the Semi
Finals we played SEME Bordon who had finished 2nd in their
pool.   With a team full of youth, the old heads played their part
for us with the narrowest of wins 53 – 52.

On Finals day our female team were first up against 25 Trg Regt
RLC, who we had beaten at the Div Championships but when
they stepped onto the court, they only had 1 player that we had
played against before and a team that now had 2 Army players in
it.  We knew from the start that this was going to be a completely
different game.  The Regt started slowly and after a few chosen
words from the Coach, the Regt started playing the basketball
that had seen them get to the Finals.  With 34 secs left to play ,
we were 23 – 21 up, but with some key players now getting
fouled out, 25 Trg Regt made a last gasp shot that went in to
make the game go into overtime. 

During the extra 5 mins we found it har d to score and lost the
game 29 – 25. The man of The Match was Sig Kay . The team
consisted of 2Lt Waterman AGC, Sgt Watkins , Cpl Hislop , LCpl
Hughes , LCpl Deeley , Sig Kay , Sig Cunningham , Sig Cormack
and Pte Hendrickson . 

The male Final saw us play 16 Regt RA again with both teams
eager to win.  This led to a fast paced game with some of the
best basketball played in the Army Finals for some years. Always
chasing the game from the off, going into the final quarter the
Regt were trailing by 14 points.  All of the players on court started
well and with 4 mins left trailed by only 6 points but after such a
great effort, it took its toll and the Regt lost 79 – 70. 

Basketball looks like a sport that is her e to stay at 21 Sig Regt
with both teams now Army Runners–Up. With some har d work
and a few new players, who knows next year may be our time?

I would like to thank all the players, especially SSgt(SSI) Paul
Blake APTC, for their hard work and ef fort.

ISM - by LCpl Taylor

The start to this year has been mainly full of goodbyes for the
ISM team. In the space of 2 months the team has witnessed the
departure not only to the Regt but to the Army of SSgt Jase
Roberts and Sig Frank Skinner .  Both will be greatly missed by
the dept.

Although short on the shop floor , this hasn’t stopped the
determination of the remaining members taking an ITIL exam to
boost their personal skills in the computing industry . This
consisted of WO2(FofS IS) Scott Pearson , WO2(YofS) Dave
Thomas , Cpl Gav Partington , and me, LCpl Gaz Taylor .   It was
smiles all round with everyone passing at a high standar d.
With the vibe of determination being sent ar ound the team, LCpl
Richy Cole has put his name forward to take part in the cycling
event ‘Race The Sun’ and has already begun his challenging
training – so good luck to him with his goals.

The dept has also seen the return of LCpl ‘Stu’ Carter who is
back to clear after passing his r e-trade to the Int Corps. Yet
another member who will be sadly missed.  The dept has also
been kept busy with numer ous exs in a supporting role to all
Sqns when deployed.  This has been something that even with
the shortening of man power, the team were able to accomplish
all tasks with full professionalism and humour.

QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT

Welcome to the new QM (T) Capt Maclar en MBE .  He has joined
the dept just in time for the Log Support Inspection. The dept has
been working hard in preparation and to our cr edit we
successfully passed – with the odd exception Sgt Lee ‘Amber’
Peacock . 

Welcome to Sig Luke Power who as arrived from 2 Sig Regt in
York.  We are sad to see one of our characters leaving, Cpl Layla
Patton , who is assigned to 261 Sqn in Aldershot.
Congratulations go to SSgt Brian Robson who received his
citation from Comd JHC in December 2008.  Well done!

We have just completed the relevant BCAMS training ready for
the uplift of Bowman.  W e are predicting the next few months to
be hectic due to BCAMS deadlines.

220 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj B Bryan
SSM WO2 Baynham

220 Sig Sqn has been made the focus for ops for the next 18
months within 21 Sig Regt following a r ecent restructure of the
Regt.  The last few months has seen the implementation of
specific Air Support Communicator (ASC) role training that
includes helicopter handling qualifications, and training on 506,
117F, Ground to Air radios as well as Bowman VHF and HF
operation in the air support r ole.  

Golf Tp, commanded by Lt Libs Holmstr om, have been the lead
op Tp providing all manpower supporting both Op TELIC and Op
HERRICK until September 09.  Hotel Tp, commanded by 2Lt
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Andy McGrane , have been completing a PDT package ready for
deployment in September and India Tp, commanded by Lt Dave
Pirt , have been training hard in order to support the Regt’ s
commitment to extr eme high readiness Joint Helicopter Force
(JHF) and MAOT tasks.

We have had to say goodbye to a number of personalities over
the past few months, some to 244 Sig Sqn for cer emonial duties
and others on posting or leaving the Army.  So goodbye and
good luck to Sgt Richie Eveliegh to 11 Sig Bde, Cpl ‘Pete’ Bale
to 600 Tp, never to see daylight again, Cpl Steve Craggs to
Civilian life, LCpl Fong to 1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt, LCpl
‘Fly’ Gr een to ART 19, LCpl McMillan to 16 Sig Regt, Sig
Barr ett to 251 Sig Sqn, Sig Dixon to 16 Sig Regt, Sig Harker to
4 Mech Bde, Sig Lloyd to CS Eng re-trade and Sig Richar ds to
Corps Recruiting at Blandfor d.  We warmly welcome Sgt Jeynes ,
Cpl Bevan , Cpl McDermont , LCpl Walker , LCpl Braithwaite ,
LCpl Sheehan and LCpl Bulman.  

GOLF TROOP

OP TELIC 13 - by Lt Libs Holmström

OC Lt Holmström
SNCO SSgt Holr oyd

During the early hours of a cold Saturday morning 7 members of
Golf Tp left 21 Sig Regt embarking on potentially the last tour of
Iraq on Op TELIC 13.  On arrival at Brize Norton everyone
checked in and prepared to wait for our flight to leave.  Everyone
that is, apart from LCpl Wilk , who was denied travel for a few
days due to his broken ID card.  Apparently a new one had been
ordered! That’s his story and still swears by it to this day .

Upon our arrival in a much warmer Basra, we hit the gr ound
running as our entire hand-over had to be completed in only a
couple of days.  Luckily we had deployed an ‘advance party’ in
the form of Sig Cat Blair and LCpl Becky Cooper to smooth the
process.

Cpl Morris took contr ol of the mountainous task of taking over
the stores and the operators went to work in the Ops Room.  It
would be an understatement to say the first month has been

hectic, but all our training and pr eparation has stood us in good
stead and even Sig Potter started to enjoy himself!   We have
balanced the working schedule by mixing in some or ganised Tp
and personal PT as well as embracing the benefits of being on
tour with the RAF.  The Toucan Bar (since closed) on Trenchard
lines held a Heroes and Villains night, which those not on shift
attended.  Cpl Campbell went as Wonder Woman due to losing a
bet with SSgt Holr oyd , fortunately there are no photos of that.  
The Tp is well established in Basra providing excellent support to
the JHF and well on the way to being r eady to deploy to Kuwait
to support the final draw down. 

GOLF TROOP DEPLOY ON OP HERRICK - by Cpl Jim Hewitt

OC WO2 Stif f

After supporting the HERRICK MRX in freezing conditions on
Salisbury Plain confirming our Air Support Communicator (ASC)
training, the Op HERRICK nominated ‘golfers’ led by WO2 Stif f
finally got our flight confirmations and headed of f to the warmer
climes of Afghanistan.  Following the 14 hr jour ney from Colerne
to Kandahar, we were met by WO2 Sid Snape , Cpl Daz Dale and
other members of the JAG HQ Sig det who wer e more than
pleased to see us after their short tour of only 4 months.

The HO/TO began the next day at the JAG HQ with the operators
and shift comd going straight into the Ops Room to put their
training into practice.  After conducting the RSOI package we
settled into shift patter ns and members of the Tp prepared to
deploy to other locations acr oss Helmand.  LCpl Mike Brightwell
eventually found the Tech Workshop and Cpl Shepher d found
out his main mission was to make br ews for WO2 Nige Stif f.

Before we knew it, our HO/TO period was complete and it was
time to bid far ewell to WO2 Sid Snape and his team.  From that
point we have been firmly in contr ol of the JAG(A) comms and
helicopter handling.  The efforts of Cpl Dale are worthy of
mention, as he raised over $1000 for ‘Help for Heroes’ during his
deployment.  He certainly set the bar high for us!  Operating as
part of what used to be the Joint Helicopter For ce Afghanistan
(JHF(A)), now Joint Aviation Group Afghanistan (JAG(A)) has
proved already very different to deploying as part of a Bde Sig
Sqn as many of us have in the past.  The level of responsibility
given to everybody, even the more junior ranks, is incredible, but
with the excellent ASC training nothing is too much.  Marshalling
Chinooks, Sea Kings and US Black Hawks at remote Helicopter
Landing Sites (HLS) as well as deploying out of camp in support
of Forward Arming and Refueling Points is all in a day’s work for
an ASC.  What a great job!

HOTEL TROOP

OC 2Lt McGrane
SSgt SSgt Attwell

PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING

Pre-deployment training is on-going for Hotel Tp in r eadiness for
deployment in September 09.  Most r ecently Hotel Tp deployed
to Westdown Camp and pr ovided the Joint Helicopter For ce Iraq
HQ for the 12 Bde Op TELIC 14 MRX.  

12 BDE MISSION REHEARSAL EXERCISE (MRX)
- by Sig Martyn

The morning of deployment arrived and Hotel Tp wer e eager to
deploy to Westdown Camp to get the HQ build out of the way .
Following some minor delays, the Tp deployed fr om Azimghur
Barracks leaving behind the Mobile Air Operations Team (MAOT),
which was, much to the delight of Sig Phil Martyn and Sig Craig
Allen deploying to RAF Benson to complete some R1
consolidation training, which consisted of working under the
Merlin medium support helicopter at night and identifying
potential landing sights in both day and night conditions.  By the
end of the week the MAOT det had joined up with the r est of the
Tp and everything was set and ready for the MRX to begin.  In

Golf Troop in Basra  
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typical fashion the Lynx aircraft was 4 hrs late, leaving Sig Allen
cold and bor ed waiting on the HLS. 

2Lt Andy McGrane , LCpl ‘Tommo’ Thomson , Sig Mulholland ,
Sig Phil Kay and Sig ‘Jonny’ Cash took the opportunity to
deploy to RSS Blandford, in support of the SORLS RMAS visit.
They set up 2 dets to demonstrate our capability to the OCdts
and engineered comms on the 506 satellite equipment, PSC117
tacsat + HPW, and Bowman back to the MRX.  For good
measure they also set up tactical gr ound-to-air (G2A) comms and
a Lynx was tasked to bring r einforcements in the form of Sig
Swanson and Sig Wheatman down to Blandfor d.  LCpl
Thomson was very keen to impress the virtues of the Royal
Signals on the cadets and once they arrived he was on
‘permanent send’.  When the demonstration was finished 2Lt
McGrane gave his orders for the dets to r eturn to the MRX, while
he stayed behind to do the har dest job of the day which was to
host the young OCdts for dinner and drinks in the Of ficers Mess –
who says it’s a hard life being a troop commander??

With the ex in full swing now, the MAOT det was tasked with
various recce and Eagle VCP tasks during the week.  These were
carried out successfully, even though the MAOT team leader Flt
Lt ‘Smudge’ Smith was less than convinced by Sig Allen’ s map
reading skills.  Later on in the ex, we were also tasked with
helping engineer G2A comms from the ground convoys to aid
situational awareness, a great opportunity to use the Air Support
Communicators (ASC) to provide tactical comms as a key part of
the MRX.  

Hotel Tp are now looking forwar d to further ASC training, some
leave, a HERRICK MRX in July and a little training for Lanyard
Trophy and an attempt at P Coy in the futur e.  

INDIA TROOP

OC Lt Pirt
SSgt SSgt Pickar d

MOBILE AIR OPERATIONS TEAM, STANDBY ONE
- by LCpl Bilsby

India Tp are responsible for maintaining Bowman FFR dets and
ASC trained soldiers at high readiness for deployment should the
requirement for military helicopters occur anywher e in the UK or
overseas for the next 5 months.  The primary commitment is the
Mobile Air Operations Team (MAOT) based at RAF Benson and
held at 2 hrs Notice to Move, known within the Regt as Standby
One.  Examples of deployments for the MAOT recently have been
during the flooding in the UK during the summer of 07, sur ge
support to Op TELIC in 08 and humanitarian relief in the
aftermath of the Pakistan earthquake.  

The requirements to serve on Standby One are to be trained as
an Air Support Communicator (ASC), which includes either
Landing Point Commander (LPC) or Rigger Marshaller (RM)
qualification as well as being a confident operator on various
comms systems.  With the obvious potential to deploy anywher e
in the world we are always trained and qualified to deploy on ops.
The training program designed by the Sqn takes car e of all this.

Every month India Tp rotate personnel through RAF Benson,
meaning benefits such as time away from the routine of
regimental life, LSA and RAF accommodation, gymnasiums and
of course the excellent RAF cooking!  Most r ecently I was the det
comd and Sig McAr eavey was my crewman.  Unfortunately for
us we were not required to deploy for r eal but the MAOT team
leader, an RAF Flt Lt, kept us on our toes, regularly tasking us to
support training conducted by the Merlin helicopter sqns in the
local area.  

We also got involved with teaching the LPC and RM courses that
are run at RAF Benson, demonstrating correct procedures for
directing/marshalling helicopters, hooking up an under -slung load
to the airframe and advising the students on the r ealities of using
the skills they were learning using our own operational

experiences.  On return to the Regt, we put in for a few well
earned days leave, giving us 3 months until we return to RAF
Benson to cover National Standby One once again.  We can’t
wait!

244 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj P Hale
SSM WO2(SSM) McMullan

The Sqn has continued the busy tempo of late with a few weeks
of vehicle inspections and admin befor e the long awaited start of
public duties pr eparation.  The drill has now begun in earnest and
all members of the newly named ‘Public Duties Coy’ ar e fully
immersed in the rigours of drill and kit pr eparation.  There have
also been several goodbyes from the Sqn recently with Sgt Rose
posted to AFC Harrogate along with the departur es of Cpl
Hemming and Sigs Harris , Chadwick and Taylor .  The Sqn has
welcomed Cpl Tyler , LCpl Kimber and LCpl Howarth .  We
would also like to extend a warm welcome to the augmentees
from 2 Sig Regt, 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt, 7 Sig Regt, 10 Sig
Regt, 14 Sig Regt, 16 Sig Regt, 22 Sig Regt and 30 Sig Regt who
have joined the Sqn for the duration of our public duties
commitment. With pr eparation ongoing, the focus for the Sqn
remains with public duties.  Five weeks r emain until our
deployment to London and we look forwar d to taking over our
first duty at the beginning of May .

PUBLIC DUTIES PREPARATION - by Capt R Clayton

After months of anticipation, the moment finally arrived for all
members of Public Duties Coy (244 Signal Sqn plus augmentees)
to don their barrack dr ess and form up for the first day of drill
practice.  Beginning with some highly useful briefs and videos,
we soon knew slightly mor e about what we’d actually be doing,
both when we get to London and in the months leading up to it.
Under the expert management of the two SSMs, WO2 McMullan
and A/WO2 Mor decai , the drill program was drawn up and the
practice began.  With a warm-up of the customary tour r ound
camp, the attached soldiers wer e all fully informed on exactly
what can be bought in the PRI, wher e the boiler house was and
full details of who was and was not eligible to attend the nursery
school; details they of course will find hugely useful during their
time here.  We promptly moved onto the mor e important stuf f and
a testing afternoon of practising stand at ease and attention
followed.  Sighs of relief were audible as everyone was thinking
that 2 months of drill practice followed by 3 months of drill might
not actually be that bad.  Unfortunately this was pr omptly
corrected over the next few days with a r ecord 50 or so people
on show parade after the first inspection.  While the popularity of
evening show parades has dwindled as the pr eparation has gone
on, there are still those who have yet to master the finer points of
starching jumpers and having short hair.

The drill has continued well, progressing through all the
necessary stages under the watchful guidance of Sgt Harris ,
whose dedication to shouting at everyone has left him with a
lovely husky voice or so he has been trying to convince everyone.
The initial shock to the system was certainly felt, with memories
of Phase 1 training flooding back and by the end of the first week
all involved were pretty tired.  A quiz night and Red Nose CO’s PT
certainly helped boost morale with LCpl Waters getting
thoroughly into the spirit by risking the wrath of the SNCOs to
wear his Red Nose on parade.  The Sqn moved onto rifle drill in
the second week (apart from SSM McMullan who went
snowboarding instead) and with the initial shock having wor n off,
the standard of drill impr oved hugely.  With only small areas to
iron out, the Sqn are starting to look like the finely trained, smart
body of men they aspir e to be and are left wondering just when
the officers are going to stop making excuses about r eports and
stop letting the side down...

EXERCISE CLOCKWORK - by Sgt Neil Dinsdale

Ex CLOCKWORK is a Joint Special Forces Aviation Wing
(JSFAW) ex held annually in Norway from January to March.  Due
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to the unique Air Support r ole of 21 Sig Regt, our personnel are
required to provide comms support on the ex.  Pr eparation
requires completion of the Cold W eather Survival Course in
Norway and 6 members of 244 Sig Sqn attended this in
November 2008. From these 6, Sgt Dinsdale , Cpl Donkin and
Sig Chadwick deployed to the ex in January 2009.

While in Norway, the 3 man team took part in a very successful
ex, involving the movement of Air Corps and RAF choppers both
day and night in temperatur es of around ‘minus cold’.  The team
provided the essential ground-to-air and r ear link comms.
However, it was not always all work, as ther e was plenty of time
to take advantage of the winter sports facilities and the
Norwegian hospitality, which is exceptional, especially at £6 a
pint!

Ex CLOCKWORK is an excellent opportunity for Royal Signals
soldiers to complete the Ar ctic Cold Weather Survival Course and
deploy to Norway in testing and unique conditions.  It also pr oved
to be a thoroughly enjoyable, if expensive, experience.  

Exercise Clockwork in Norway

22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
STAFFORD

CO Lt Col N Fraser
RSM WO1(RSM) J Pritchar d

HOMECOMING AND RECONSTITUTION - by Capt GJ Clarke

On Saturday 28 February 2009 the officers and soldiers of 22 Sig
Regt assembled in Stafford’s Market Square for a parade to mark
the safe return of those who had deployed on Op HERRICK 8/9
and recognise the reconstitution of the Regt, following a
prolonged period of separation.  

Attended by over 600 family members and a formidable cr owd of
7000 spectators (over 10% of the town’ s inhabitants), the day will
linger in our memories as an incredible demonstration of the high
regard with which our Armed For ces are held by the general
population.  As you would expect, on the run up to the parade
there were many hours of rehearsal and many of the blokes were
vocal (spot the understatement) in their discontent about giving
up their Saturday for a parade.  It was therefore a real pleasure
and relief to see the unveiled excitement and pride in the eyes of
everyone on parade as the march past was received with such
applause, whistling, cheering and general chaos.  It was
impossible to keep a poker face, or hear any wor ds of command
for that matter.  

The parade had been preceded by a church service and was
followed with a r eception back in Beacon Barracks, wher e 100
military and civic guests wer e treated to good food, ample drink
and excellent entertainment.  It would be r emiss not to mention

the Homecoming Committee, whose ef forts in transforming an
old RAF storage hangar into a presentable entertaining space
must rank alongside such achievements as putting a man on the
moon and the invention of the Inter net.  There are too many
names to list, without risking for getting a name and causing
offence – so well done and thank you to all.  

Pipers from Queen’s Gurkha Signals announce the arrival of the
VIP party at the entrance to the Collegiate Church of St Mary

The Mayor and the Adjutant share a chuckle about who is the
most ridiculously dr essed

Overwhelmed by the occasion, the CO offers a ‘High Five’ to
GOC Theatre Troops
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The Regt received a particularly nice letter from His Honour
Judge Tonking DL , the Hon Recorder of Stafford, who was
grateful to have been “in the midst of such enthusiasm and to be
made so welcome” and was genuinely surprised that anyone
would want to buy him a beer – thanks to 2Lt Rob Mackness
and Capt Elliot Moor e.  Other guests included Maj Gen Br ealey,
GOC Theatre Troops, who was the principal military guest, and
the high and mighty from both the Bor ough and County councils,
as well as significant figures from civic life from across
Staffordshire.  By all accounts, everyone had a great day and
some even remarked kindly on the standard of drill compar ed to
other Regts (mostly infantry!) in Staffordshire, who have exercised
their Freedom in one or other of the county’ s towns.

BUSINESS AS USUAL

Monday 20 April 2009 will see a line firmly drawn under the
Regt’s first op tour, as the officers and soldiers parade after a
welcomed and needed period of POL and Easter block leave.
For those considering an assignment to the Regt as one of their
preferences and those shortly to join us, you will be pleased to
know that the near futur e holds a variety of tasks that of fer
interest and opportunity for all ranks.  217 Sig Sqn continue to
provide the lion’s share of the FALCON Introduction Team and
divides the remainder of its time between J1/J4 IOS, Reacher,
Richelieu, SCRA and Bowman BCIP5 conversion/uplift.  222 Sig
Sqn is preparing to receive the first tranche of FALCON.  248
Gurkha Sig Sqn is providing Trunk support to Army-wide PDT (in
form of MRXs etc), fielding Richelieu and getting involved in
Bowman BCIP5 conversion.   Sp Sqn is keeping the machine
going as usual and is also heavily involved in FALCON and
Bowman and associated ET work, as well as leading on driver
training for the new vehicle fleet, the MAN GSV and variants.
Although the next programmed ‘formed body’ deployment on Op
HERRICK is not until 2010, many of the Regt’s personnel are
being deployed as IAs for other units in 1 Sig Bde and ther e is
always a footprint in the Falkland Islands and BATU S/W/K, so

there is ample opportunity for those who ar e desperate to get
away.  

OC’S CHALLENGE HEROES – OSCAR TROOP
- by LCpl Pradip Rai

Once again Oscar Tp has managed to keep the OC’s Challenge
Trophy in the Tp office.  It is the 3rd consecutive win for the Tp in
the monthly OC’s Challenge.  The shiny trophy is held and
displayed in the Tp of fice and has been there since the start of
the Challenge; confirming the fact that Oscar Tp is indeed a
champion Tp.  

The trophy was introduced in October 2008 by the OC 248
Gurkha Sig Sqn, Maj Toby Courage for an inter-tp competition,
aptly named The OC’s Challenge and takes place every month.
The OC’s Challenge tests and practises a number of qualities we
look for in our junior comds.  JNCOs ar e tasked with the
organisation and running of the events. They are physical in
nature and call on the following attributes; physical fitness,
mental robustness, teamwork, initiative, of fensive spirit, the will to
succeed and of course, well honed military skills.P

Previous Sqn Comd’s Challenges included Ex HOPTON BURDEN
TRIANGLE and Ex HOPTON PAIN organised by Lima Tp and
November Tp respectively.  Both bring back memories full of
cries, pains and sorrows.  All in all, both the challenges were
Herculean because of the inclusion of all the elementary
attributes mentioned above.  Despite the natur e of its
arduousness, all three Tps had the drive to win the challenge.
With a competitive seriousness and combined aggr ession, Oscar
Tp secured the winners position on the 1st challenge and has
undisputedly remained unbeaten thereafter.

Equally, the 3rd OC’s Challenge, Ex HOPTON BHARI BOKNE
organised by Oscar Tp was demanding.  The entire challenge
was held in and around Cannock Chase area on 13 January
2009.  There were 4 stands covering a distance of 5 miles.  All
three Tps had to carry 10kg in their bergens and complete the 5
mile route through the forest, while retrieving burdens at each
stand, in the fastest possible time.  Bur dens included ammunition
boxes, tyres, a log and a stretcher weighing 75kg.  The start and
finish times of every Tp were recorded separately.  Oscar Tp once
again retained the winner’s position for the 3r d time in a row.

Oscar Tp are now under immense pressure to remain balanced
on top of the pedestal they have got themselves on.  They ar e
stubbor n and will always put in the ef fort in order to preserve the
pride and camaraderie achieved thus far.

217 SIGNAL SQUADRON ADVENTUROUS TRAINING 22 – 27
MARCH 09 - by 2Lt Mackness

On the morning of Sunday 22 March, the remaining survivors of
217 Sqn (Rear party) were heaving their kit bags onto the
transport.  The only intelligence they were given took the form of
a very lengthy yet entirely uninformative administrative order,
courtesy of the resident newbie officer.  

They awoke to beams of brilliant sunlight filtering thr ough the
windows, rolling green pastures and a hint of sea breeze. Indeed,
South Wales had never looked so good. 

After a relatively quiet first night, the syndicates wer e raring to set
out on a week of arduous trekking, rock climbing and abseiling
face first off cliffs. There was an alarming lack of sympathy for
those struggling with the climbs; a tr end I gathered was Army
wide.

Congratulations go out to LCpl Nelson’ s unorthodox methods of
abseiling and LCpl Hawkings for finding his clothes after his
mentally scarring bouldering show . The Sqn had opportunities to
unwind after each day and nominated entertainment r eps
provided fun and games in the bar.  A special thanks to Sig
Yogesh , Sig Pukar and Cpl Shagar for a game that reduced
everyone’s emotional age to roughly 5 years old.

Maj Ian Rodger in front of the former Helmand ICS Sig Sqn

WO2(SSM) Ingham, soon to be WO1(RSM), looks on with interest as
Capt Penny Mell of 35 Sig Regt executes some crisp moves
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The aim of the expedition was to pr omote the organization and
participation in adventur ous training within the Regt and to that
end it was a great success.  None of this could have happened
without all of the instructors fr om 22 Sig Regt and the minibus
drivers. Thank you for all of your help.

CORPS 7s COMPETITION – ‘AGAINST ALL ODDS’ 
- by Cpl Rigamoto

The 22 Sig Regt rugby players started off this year with the odds
stacked against them. The team was booked and clear ed to go
down to Blandfor d for the Corps 7s Competition and all we had
was 3 rugby players; Sig Naivalu , Sgt  Fong and Cpl Rigamoto .
The task of gathering more players was difficult as the majority
with experience were on leave.  Finding the strips seemed to be
problematic as well.  The team departed a day befor e the
competition with only 3 players and no rugby strips which
immediately raises a few questions.

The day of the competition started of f with Sgt Fong negotiating
with WO2 Morgan for spare rugby strips and spare rugby
players.  We were fortunate to get spar e rugby strips from 21 Sig
Regt, 4 rugby players from 30 Sig Regt and a Sgt Fatiaki from 11
Sig Regt.  Despite playing together for the first time, every player
had the opportunity to play and r epresent 22 Sig Regt to the best
of their ability.  We managed to go as far as the plate Quarter
Final with our mish mash squad and we went out fighting.

30 Sig Regt showed great sportsmanship giving up 4 of their best
players and 21 Sig Regt saved our bacon by lending us strips.
Not forgetting Sgt Fatiaki for offering his experience to our
undermanned team. Thank you to everyone who played for and
contributed to our team; next year is always another year for the
Regt to enter the competition – hopefully with all guns blazing!

THE FALCON INTRODUCTION TEAM 

For those of you who have remained blissfully unaware, FALCON
is the new IP-based Wide Area comms system due to come into
service to replace and upgrade the Ptarmigan trunk system.  The
delivery programme is progressing well, with plans to convert 222
Sig Sqn into the first FALCON Sqn towards the end of 2010.
Established in April 2008, the FALCON Introduction Team (FIT)
was born out of 22 Sig Regt and is assigned the auspicious task
of assisting in the final stages of system development and later
will assist with the transition into service with field units.  The FIT
is a mixed team of 14 Army personnel (SNCOs and WOs) plus 6
CIS specialists from 90 Sigs Unit who are keeping a weather eye
on the development of Incr ement C; the Royal Air Force’s own
slice of FALCON.  

Now fully integrated within BAE Systems and working daily fr om
the offices in Christchurch, the FIT has become very much a part
of the whole project team.  Engaging at all levels, from the
System Test Facility through to the higher level Working Groups,
the FIT aims to be the conscience of the Field Army of fering
guidance and advice on grass roots signalling in order to ensure
the Corps receives the most user friendly system possible.  Over
the last 12 months we have been immersed in the integration of
the sub-systems and assisting in the development and
assessment of a working, lab-based, System Test Facility, as well

as conducting trials with the first run of the completed comms
platform.  

Some are now
trained to drive
the MAN HX-60,
the prime mover
for FALCON and
since a fully
equipped Mission
Module was
delivered last
summer, we have
been engaged in
deploying the
detachment on
trials, visits and
demonstrations;
come rain, shine
and snow!  Most
recently the
testing and
confirmation of
RF paths
between
Blandford and
Christchurch has
been a key
theme, with some
notable success

to report at this stage.   The system is now moving into its
verification and validation phase, wher e the FIT is assisting in the
proving of formally stated system r equirements, with the next key
target of Equipment Acceptance Testing expected to take place
towards the end of summer 2009.

However, it’s not just all work and no play .  The team has ensured
that an active social life has been maintained, with activities as
diverse as Salsa dancing, horse riding and deep sea fishing to
keep us entertained.  Several of the group have recently returned
from adventure training in Wales with the rest of 217 Sig Sqn,
where rock climbing, walking and social interaction with the wider
unit were a few of the activities undertaken.

Opportunities exist to join the FIT and take a dir ect role in
influencing this vital step change in comms capability .  A number
of posts are due to be vacated this summer, so if you are a well
motivated SNCO (operator, technician or IS background) and
interested in engaging with the FALCON programme, I strongly
encourage you to approach your chain of command for mor e
information about joining the FIT as soon as possible.

The FALCON Wide Area Support (WASP) Vehicle    

SSgt Praveen Ghale gets to grips with the
Quick Into Action Mast

WO2(FofS IS) Hutch Little proudly displays his crab(s)  
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30th SIGNAL REGIMENT 
BRAMCOTE  

CO Lt Col RJB Spencer
RSM WO1(RSM) WJF Morris

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj Balsdon
SSM WO2 Hodkinson

YUKON ARCTIC ULTRA-MARATHON 09 
- by WO1(RSM) WJF Morris

In a fit of madness some time in December 07, I decided I
needed a challenge.  With this in mind, I signed me and
WO2(SSM) Mark Morgan up for the Yukon Artic Ultra 09 (YAU)
held in the Yukon Territory of Canada.  We had talked about
doing something and when I r ead about it on the Inter net, it all
seemed like a great idea.  The race started in the town of
Whitehorse and finished 100 miles later in the settlement of
Braeburn. There was also a 300 mile and a 430 mile version for
the real hard-core athletes.  Whitehorse turned out to be a great
town for an event like this.  Friendly people, civilized enough to
be able to supply cr eature comforts and enough shops to be able
to get the last minute items we had for gotten to pack.  The race
director, Robert Pollhammer of Germany, had coordinated the
start of the YAU with the start of the Yukon Quest Dog Sled Race
that goes from Whitehorse 1000 miles to Fairbanks Alaska.  The
YAU was to start the day after the last dog sled team had left the
starting line in Whitehorse.  This ensured a well-marked course
and lots of dog prints and other signs of dogs to follow as we
covered miles of empty wilder ness to our destination in Braebur n.
The Yukon Quest is billed as the toughest dogsled race in the
world as it follows the Klondike gold rush r oute, along the
Dawson Trail which the gold pr ospectors used to r each the gold
fields in the middle of the 1800s.  The general consensus among
the mushers was we were really over the edge for attempting the
route with human power instead of dog power . 

The start came and we were off.  Our first goal was to cover 25
miles on the Yukon and Takhini Rivers to Checkpoint (CP) 1 which
is where the marathon runners would be leaving us. The early
miles were relatively easy running on the river, which is flat and
fast.  Hard frozen rivers and cold temperature leads to quicker
miles especially at the start of a race when your energy level is so
high.  We pulled into the CP at mile 25 in just over 5 hrs, a time
that we were very happy with.  The CP was about 150m from the
river’s edge, covered in deep soft snow which at the time caused
much cursing from the race organiser.  The temperature was
around -20° but with no wind.  As soon as you stopped running,
you immediately got cold so the first thing was warm clothes then
went about getting some food and planning our departur e.  Our
next goal was to make it to CP 2 at mile 63 at Dog Grave Lake,
within the 24 hours we had given ourselves.  We knew that as the
race went on, we would slow down and wanted to give ourselves
the best chance of making our 50 hr tar get time.  

Our plan now was to cover the next 8 miles on the Takhini River
as quickly as possible and then to see what the Dawson T rail was
like and adjust our pace accor dingly, while moving steadily all
night.  The turn onto the Dawson Trail was well marked and we
were faced with climbing for the first time.  Our pace was steady
but not as quick as it had been down on the rivers.  W e
continued on into the night enjoying the wilder ness scenes that
we were hoping for when we signed up.  We had reached the 12
to 13 hour point when our early fast pace was beginning to take
its toll.  We decided that enough was enough and looked for
somewhere to get our heads down.  We pulled off the trail and
found a spot under some tr ees and bivvied down for a few hour’ s
kip.  The time to get up and go again came ar ound far too quickly

but we thought we wer e not too far of f the next CP.  We had been
keeping a good pace and knew that we wer e close.  A series of
sharp climbs were starting to take their toll on us as we pushed
up hill looking for the CP.  Doubts started to enter our minds
which were foggy from 24 hours of effort.  We were in need of
warm food and some r eassurance that we were still on the trail.
We decided to have a short stop and wer e caught up by another
racer who was thinking exactly the same as us – which while not
what we wanted to hear did make us feel better that we wer e not
the only ones suffering.  Finally after some 7 hrs we hit the CP.
The length of the leg proved too much for some and people
started dropping out and ther e was also a foot check which
revealed some quite nasty cases of frostbitten toes.  Luckily for
us our toes (protected by Army issue socks) wer e OK.  We were
also able to eat some hot food and have a few litr es of brew!  We
met up with several other racers at the second CP and we all
agreed that it was a lot harder than we expected.  The rest was
what we needed and we were both raring to get on with the last
leg.

From here it was generally flat and we were able to make good
time with a steady power walk.  At this point it tur ned into a mind
over matter exercise and we gave ourselves little achievable
goals to complete, r eally pushing each other on and encouraging
the other when we started to slow down.  Unlike the first night,
the second was really dark which really started playing tricks with
our minds and at one point I was sur e we were going around in
circles!  Our next goal was to reach Braeburn Lake, so again we
settled into the relentless rhythm of step pole, step pole, walking
through what seemed like an endless forest of pine trees.  Just
when I was about to kill the annoying pixie that was following us
and ask the unicorn if I could ride him out of ther e, Braeburn
Lake appeared  through the trees.  I really don’t think I have been
happier to see anything in my life!  Everything sped up and we
were almost running across the lake and onto the last terrible mile
on the other side.  We finished the race in 45 hrs coming 4th and
5th in the individual event and winning the team event, which in
an international field of ultra athletes isn’ t too shabby.  We
enjoyed a large breakfast and drinks, compliments of the race at
the Braeburn Lodge and caught a shuttle ride back to Whitehorse
airport ready for our flight back to V ancouver.  

Overall the race was excellent and really provided the challenge
that we were looking for.  I would encourage anyone interested to

WO1 Morris and WO2 Morgan at the starting point
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go for it and I am sure they would not be disappointed with the
experience.  I would like to take this opportunity to also thank
everyone who supported us in our ef forts: 

British Airways NSSL
WOs and Sgts Corps Convention Pontyclun RFC
Royal Signals Games Club Army Sports Lottery
1 Mech Bde Sig Sqn 2 Sig Regt
3 Div Sig Regt 7 Sig Regt
10 Sig Regt 22 Sig Regt
30 Sig Regt Gowerton RFC
Auriga

COMBINED SERVICES DISABLED SKIING 
- by Sgt Mick Br ennan

Ex BATTLE BACK was established in Bavaria in March 2008 by Lt
Col Hargr eaves as an opportunity for injur ed servicemen to
participate in adventur ous training.  It consisted of 12 servicemen
who had been injured during ops and are now unable to do main
stream adventurous training.  It was unknown at the time that the
GB development coach was ther e to do some coaching and
some talent spotting with a view to selecting some of the people
on the course to train and make the GB squad.  After the course
had finished 5 out of the 12 wer e told they had a natural aptitude
for the sport.  This initiated the formation of a Combined Service
Disabled Ski Team by Maj Ian Large , who was a ex-skier himself
and been the coach for the GB Para Olympics team at Turin in
2006.
.
We started skiing as a team in November 2008 in Austria with a 2
week skills camp and went straight onto the Royal Engineers ski
camp for 4 weeks, after which we split up to do our own Corps
camps.  After Christmas leave, we travelled to France to race in
the Div, Army and Combined Services competitions wher e we
gained a lot of good racing experience and which set us up for a
week’s top racing with the AGC ski camp.  This led onto the GB
Development camp held in Austria.  This was the most important
part of the season as it would show how much we had impr oved
and establish whether we were good enough to make the squad
and start racing for Team GB next year.  The week went really
well for us and we were all selected to race next year.  The next
trip is to New Zealand in August for 4 weeks after which we will
be racing in Europro cup races, where I hope to gain enough
points to race in the World Cup races.  My aim is to qualify for the
2014 Olympics in Russia – so fingers crossed it all works out for
me!

BRAMCOTE STATION HEALTH FAIR

Comd 11 Bde had encouraged all units to arrange a Health Fair
and Bramcote Station held theirs on Thursday 26 February 09.
The Medical Centre staff took up the task with help fr om various
depts from the Regt.  In addition many outside agencies wer e
approached to set up stalls with advice and information.  On the
day there were 18 stands in total, including W arwickshire Sexual

Health Team, Men’s Health, Healthy Eating, Dental Health and the
Police and Fire Service to name but a few.  Sqns were allocated a
specific time during the day for their soldiers to attend. A time
was also set aside for families to attend. Although some soldiers
were initially reluctant to interact with certain stands, for example
the Chlamydia, Alcoholics Anonymous and Mental Health stands,
they soon became involved. The “Up and Running”, physio and
gym staff stands were interactive, and these were well received.
Soldiers were also particularly interested in the cholesterol testing
stand run by Cpl LJ Cooper , and the Police drink driving “walk
the line” test.  Around 40 soldiers also saved a life by giving
blood – almost all for the first time. The effort put in by members
of the Medical Centre was rewarded by the very positive
feedback from those who attended the Health Fair, as well as the
APHCS WWM HQ and the HQ APHCS staff who attended. The
Medical Centre team are looking forward to arranging a similar
event next year.

256 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Dallyn
SSM WO2(SSM) Robinson

EXERCISE KAWAKA SPEAR

In February, A Tp deployed 4 Operational Recognisance Liaison
Teams (ORLT) on a PJHQ led ex.  The OLRTs deployed from 30
Sig Regt to Northwood wher e they took part in the build up of
briefs and demonstrations for the staf f officers.  In the early hours
of the next mor ning, the dets split up and deployed to Ethiopia,
Uganda, Jamaica and an EXCON location at Northwood.

The Tps had an enjoyable ex with periods of hard work and some
time off to enjoy the deployment.  As a Tp we hold 2 dets on less
than 12 hrs Notice to Move (NTM) to deploy on ops like this.

250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Corkery
SSM WO2(SSM) Amrit

PREPARATION FOR OP TELIC 14
SQN  TRAINING/SHOOTING CAMP

The Warning Order for Op TELIC 14 was issued in August 08.
Despite this, the Sqn had to deploy to Cyprus on Ex JOINT
VENTURE08 for the period 24 October – 12 December 08.  It
was only in early 2009 that 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn handed over the
Joint Task Force HQ (JTFHQ) to 256 Sig Sqn.  The Sqn have
been busy ever since preparing for Op TELIC 14. 

Part of the preparation for Op TELIC 14 was a Training/Shooting
Camp co-or dinated by 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn and the Regimental
Training Wing.  Sqn SSM, WO2(SSM) Amrit was responsible for
co-ordinating the first phase of the training which consisted of all
Mandatory Annual Training Tests (MATTs).  The second phase
was held at Otterbur n Training Area (OTA) and was conducted by
the Regimental Training Wing with support fr om the Sqn’s
instructors.  The first 2 days’ activities wer e all dry training with a
succession of stands.  LCpl Pr em Gurung conducted a WHT
and a lesson and on the Smoke Screening Grenade.  Cpl Samir
Gurung conducted a lesson a WHT on L111 Practice Fuse
Grenade.  Similarly, Sgt Devprakash and Sgt Rob Dunnington
conducted a navigation ex.  It involved 6 checkpoints and
covered a distance about 6 miles.  Cpl Tejman Gurung and Cpl
Prem Tamang conducted a Battlefield Casualty ex.  Sgt Chris
Craven and Sgt Lee Clarke conducted a Casualty Extraction
Under Contact and Sect Attack r espectively using blank
ammunition.  The first 2 days were extremely cold with str ong
winds and occasional bursts of sleet.  Despite the weather ,
everyone seemed to be enjoying it.

On Monday 9 March, we moved to Live Firing.  SSgt Som
Chochangi and SSgt Tejprasad Ranamagar conducted a Fire
Team Assessment (Other Arms and Services) (FTA (OS)).  It
consists of a 2 mile appr oach march carrying 11.5kg in 22 mins,

Sgt Mick Brennan in full flight!
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ending up on a range engaging targets at dif ferent distances.  CO
30 Sig Regt, Lt Col RJB Spencer visited the Sqn during the day.
He was met by the Sqn OC, Maj Adam Corkery and Training
Officer, Capt Mark Emmerson .  The CO joined the boys on the 2
mile approach march.  Sgt Deepak Rai conducted a Low Level
Tactics lesson as a concurrent activity.  After taking part in 2 mile
approach march, the CO spent the rest of the day observing
lessons and talking with the Sqn personnel.  The weather started
to improve after 2 days as the Sqn progressed into Live
Individual, Fire team and Sect attacks.

In summary, it was busy, hard and worthwhile training.  Everyone
involved gave their best effort to train hard for the coming op.
Our thanks go to all the instructors and co-or dinators who gave
their extra time to make this training/shooting camp enjoyable
and worthwhile.   

CO Saheb with OC’s Section during the visit

31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT 
(VOLUNTEERS)

LONDON
CO Lt Col SJ W alker 
RSM WO1 M Concepcion

REGIMENTAL SKIING EXERCISE TO SERRE CHEVALIER –
FRANCE MARCH 2009 - by SSgt Claire Goodwin 

Ex COCKNEY SLIDE 3 took place in Serre Chevalier in the south
of France thanks to the organisation from Capt Dave Cor nick
and Capt Carl Jelfs from 5 (QOOH) Sig Sqn.  Forty two
personnel including instructors deployed on the ex and this year
it proved more challenging and rewarding than previous years,
with a lot more variety in slopes and abilities.

There were 4 groups in all and personnel were able to gain a
qualification in either Basic Ski Proficiency (BSP), Advanced Ski
Proficiency (ASP) or Ski Touring Proficiency (STP).  There were
additional lessons in the evenings, learning about mountain
rescues, avalanches and specific ski equipment and how it
works.

Each morning we would all meet up outside the hotel and make
our 5 min walk over to the gondola which was a task in itself,
walking in boots and carrying skis as well as trying to beat the
French families with childr en on Half Term! 

Cpl Alison Kelly and I were tasked with the job of skiing with a
different group every day to take photographs and video footage
of everyone’s progression throughout the week.  We started off
with the Beginners Group who had never put a pair of skis or
boots on in their life.  Being instructed by WO2 Phil Str oudley ,
they were all keen to learn how to do a snow plough tur n and
stop! 

Capt Iain W right was instructing the Intermediate Gr oup, with a
few personnel who he had taught last year as Beginners.  The
Intermediates were improving on their skills, practising carve
turns and posture.

With the weather turning midweek, we went to go and see how
WO2(SSM) Dave Allan was getting on with the Advanced Gr oup.
With poor visibility, a rather shaky hand on the camera and
everyone well wrapped up it was a job to tell who was who!  The
Advanced Group spent their time covering a lot of ski miles while
practising technique, technique, technique!

Towards the end of the week it was test day , a chance for
everyone to show off what they had been taught by their
individual instructors and be put under pr essure in the hope of
gaining their individual skiing awards.

The STP group, led by WO2 Cammy Scott and assisted by Lt
Ollie Gleave had been assessed throughout the week and wer e
building rouche blocks and testing the snow for the pr obability of
avalanches.  With the amount of snow we had had over 24 hours,
they soon found out what was fr esh powder and what was
probably about a week old.  

All too soon it was soon the last day of the ex and without doubt
everyone had improved their skiing skills immensely, thanks to all
the excellent level of instruction.  Our visiting instructors had
decided on the last day that they wanted to be noticed a little
more on the slopes than during the week so Capt “Buzz
Lightyear” W right , WO2 “Maverick” Scott and WO2 “NiInja

Enjoying the good weather and perfect snow
An avalanche of Cockney Sliders!
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Turtle” Str oudley donned fancy dress and certainly got a few
looks from the locals.

The week was enjoyable and thoroughly rewarding to everyone
who achieved their respective awards.  During the final evening
the Hon Col 5 (QOOH) Sig Sqn (V),Col John Bridgeman
presented awards to those who had impr essed most during the
week as follows.

Best in group for:- 

Beginners Sig Julie Dixon – 5 Sqn
Intermediate Sig Sam Ambr ose – 56 Sqn
Advanced 2Lt Barr on – 56 Sqn
STP LCpl Paul Gr eenaway – 5 Sqn

The prize for the best skier overall was awarded to Sig Aar on
Jones from 56 Sqn.

We now look forward to Ex COCKNEY SLIDE IVnext year and
would like to thank all of the agencies that supported this ex,
both by fiscal and practical means. 

5 (QUEENS OWN OXFORDSHIRE HUSSARS) SIGNAL
SQUADRON

OC Maj CL Murison
SSM WO2 M Taylor

SUPPORTING THE OFFICERS OF THE FUTURE

The Sqn recently assisted Oxford UOTC by providing an insight
into the Corps role and the opportunities the TA can provide if
they chose not to go the Regular r oute. This also proved an ideal
opportunity to train new soldiers in basic signalling skills.  As the
masts went up and the masts came down and up and down,
much to the amusement of the OCdts and to the timing of their
instructor, SSgt Steve W elsh . There was also the opportunity to
train the new soldiers – albeit in moon buggies!  Sig VDK making
sure there was air between her and the ground.  

VISIT BY MAYOR OF BANBURY

The Mayor of Banbury, Cllr Anne Bonner , visited the Sqn to find
out more about what we do, the history of the Sqn and the on-
going links between the Sqn and the local community .  After the
compulsory Sqn brief, she visited the Tps in training including Sig
Lisa Salmon training recruits in weapon handling skills and SSgt
Clair e Goodwin teaching new recruits how to fit their webbing.
After a sampling session of SSgt Shar on Scutt and Pte Walkers
nibbles she kindly drew her own husband’s raffle ticket winning
him a Sqn polo shirt – a good recruiting tool!

56 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj I Holland 
SSM WO2 Windham

It has been a time of change at 56 with the r ecent handover of
Sgt Maj, WO2 Steve Hall stepped down after 2½ years in post
and WO2 Gary Windham took over the reins.

We also welcomed our new PSI (T), Sgt Ray Smith at the start of
his posting to the sunshine coast.

The TA Centre recently hosted Col Paul Wilmot OBE TD from
2(NC) Bde when he came down to visit the Sqn.  However
bearing mind there is no such thing a free buffet, he kindly agreed
to present a number of medals to the Sqn and other members of
the Regt.

LCpl Dogeson was presented with his campaign medal for a
very busy tour with the Royal Irish in Helmand Province and
VRSMs where presented to Maj Henry T aylor the Regt’s TOT,
Capt Keir on Francis the Sqn 2IC, WO2 Steve Hall and WO2
Steve Howell the Regt’s Master Chef.

Also on the night a cheque was pr esented to the Chaseley Trust,
which is a home originally established for paraplegic war veterans
In later years this was expanded to include people fr om all walks
of life and with all types of sever e physical disability, although
priority is still given to ex-service personnel. A cheque was also
presented to the Army Benevolent Fund. 

Both cheques were the remainder of the monies collected during
the Sqn’s bike ride between Land’s End and John O’Groats which
took place in August last year.  During the buffet afterwards, each
of the recipients and Col Wilmott were interviewed for our local
radio station.

Training has gone on apace for the sea kayak trip to New Zealand
which takes place at the end of April. The Sqn has been lucky in
securing the bulk of the places available for what should be a
memorable trip.   Although on hitting the beach between
Rottingdean and the Brighton Marina after paddling furiously
against the tide for over an hour, Sgt Tim Still was heard to
mutter something about wher e he’d like to put the paddle!

83 SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Capt Scott Bumby
SSM WO2 Dave Allan

LONDON DISTRICT RESERVE FORCES RUGBY 7s
TOURNAMENT

A week after winning the Plate competition at the main London
District rugby 7s competition, the Regt was back in action again
under the leadership of SSgt Jim Hawker chasing more
silverware.  With only 3 teams in the competition, we knew it was
going to be fast paced after noon.  In our first match of the day ,
we faced last year’s winners 256 Fd Hosp.  As soon as we kicked
off, our secret weapon was released.  Sgt Hywel Baker proved
too fast for everyone on the field – including his own team.  The
Regt walked away with a very comfortable victory .  With their only
being 3 teams it was decided that the top 2 teams would play
each other again for the final.  Knowing this the Regt decided to
ease off slightly in their second game against the Honourable
Artillery Company.   Going in at half time with a 1 try lead, a few
of the key players were rested knowing we still had a final ahead
of us.  The HAC kept beating away and took the lead with
minutes to go.  Despite knowing we wer e already in the final the
Regt never gave up and spent the last 2 mins of the match
camped out in the oppositions 22.  W e lost narrowly but didn’ t let
it get our heads down.  We now had to wait and see who we
would be playing in the final.  256 Fd Hosp kept a tight first half
and were only a try down at half time.  Unfortunately HAC pr oved
too strong and ran away with the match in the second half.   

Having won both their matches, HAC wer e confident that they
could hold us of f again.  After an inspiring team talk from SSgt
Hawker , the Regt hit the field with only victory on our minds.
The HAC came at us hard but were met with a solid defence.  By
the end of the first half we had secur ed an impressive lead and

Col Wilmot with the medal r ecipients



THE WIRE, JUNE 2009 39

only conceded one try .  In the second half, the HAC came on
strong again but big tackles fr om the team captain, Lt Chris
‘King’ Kong and OCdt Roberts ensured we would not concede
another score.  The HAC looked shocked as every attack was

broken down and the ball tur ned over to us.  The Regt ran out
comfortable winners in the end.  Many thanks go to SSgt Jim
Hawker for propositioning everyone in the Regt until he finally
had a team.  Perseverance does pay off in the end.     

32nd (SCOTTISH) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
GLASGOW

CO Lt Col HA Jenkins
RSM WO1 BS Thor nton

CHANGE TO THE TAM O’ SHANTER 

32 (Scottish) Sig Regt (V) was formed under the reorganisation of
the TA in 1967 and as such became and still remains the only
Scottish Sig Regt currently consisting of RHQ and HQ in
Glasgow, 51 Sig Sqn in Aberdeen, 52 Sig Sqn in East Kilbride
and 61 Sig Sqn in Edinburgh.  51 (Highland) Sig Sqn officers and
soldiers have worn the Tam o‘ Shanter for some time as they can
trace their roots back to the 51st Highland Div .  The only Scottish
connection the remainder of the Regt has been able to wear was
a patch of Red Grant tartan behind the ‘Jimmy’ on their ber ets
and Glengarry.

To enable the Regt to have an overarching identity conveyed in its
dress, an application was made to the Corps Dr ess Committee to
change from the beret to the Tam o’ Shanter.  Permission was
finally granted by the Corps and Army Dr ess Committees in
March 2009 for the remainder of the Regt to change to the Tam
o’ Shanter.  Concurrently a new Regimental badge was designed
and approved by the Army Dress Committee and ultimately
signed off by Her Majesty the Queen .

On Wednesday 8 April 2009 this historical change in head dr ess
was undertaken by the Regt.

Lt Col “Huw” Jenkins says:
“We are proud to have made this change which gives the
Regiment a distinct Scottish identity and I implor e you not to give
my Officers and Soldiers a hard time when you see them arriving
on seminars and courses in their new attire”

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON 

OC Maj T McV ey
SSM WO2 K Swan

EXPEDITION WINTER WARMER – AVIEMORE

Thanks to the funding granted by LRFCA, the above weekend
was a huge success.  Rothiemurchus Lodge was booked for 30
beds and the aim of the ex was firstly to give SNCOs and JNCOs
the opportunity to practise leadership qualities by applying
initiative skills in testing conditions and secondly to actively
encourage team bonding within the Sqn members.   

The weekend was reported by a local as having the heaviest
snow fall in over 20 years. Emergency weather information was
recorded and reported throughout the weekend.  As a result, the
training was without doubt, challenging and individual initiative
was used!  We assisted locals with immovable vehicles, fellow
skiers/walkers/snowboar ders with various transport dif ficulties
and still continued on our mission.  

The scenery was magical, and the training exhausting but
thoroughly enjoyable.  The hill walking was arduous, and the
skiing was strenuous and at the same time outstanding.  In the
evening we settled down to an á la carte 3 course meal pr epared
by our Master Chef, WO2 John W ren and his team Cpl Debbie
Carruthers and Cpl Christine McCormack .  The evening was
then spent with a few drinks while watching slides of the photos
taken throughout the day, while listening to everyone’s own
story…..the bonding component achieved.

The new head dress being worn at the Officers Mess at RHQ in
Jardine Street with the CO, Lt Col HA Jenkins, the Hon Col, Col
ACC Lapsley, the 2IC Maj Payn, the QM(V) Capt McNaught and

the PSAO HQ Sqn, Capt Reith 

Sig Mark McVey living proof of the principle – what goes up must
come down…face down….WIPE OUT!

Hill walking and then vehicle recovery…it’s behind you!
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OP TOSCA FAMILY LUNCH

The family and friend of all personnel posted to Op TOSCA, wer e
invited to a lunch organised by the Sqn on 14 February.  A three
course meal with some wine to follow was the or der of the day.
This gave the relations time to get in concert and compar e
stories/problem etc.

BRINGING THE OUTDOORS IN

52 Sig Sqn have now completed their new moder n outdoor
reception area, in the form of an environmentally friendly wooden
deck, leading of f from the Junior Ranks Club.

52 Squadron recently received an RFCA Award for the sum of
£7,500 for presenting the lowest heating bill in the Region for the
year and decided that the way forwar d was through a nice new
set of French doors, bringing the outside in.

To save on the heating bill for this year, the Sqn are hoping for a
great summer in order to utilise the new deck to its full
potential…. we hope the neighbours don’ t mind too much.

61 (CITY OF EDINBURGH) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj G Gaw
SSM WO2(SSM) J Poulson

It is with sadness that we say goodbye to our OC, Maj L yndsay
who has departed for pastur es new.  But with great joy that we
welcome his replacement, our own recently promoted Maj Gaw ,
who has recently returned from Op TOSCA.  It should be noted
that Maj Gaw managed to move into his brand new of fice before
leaving to go on his post-operational tour leave, complete with
clock above the door in true teacher fashion.

We also welcome back from their 6 month tour on OP TOSCA:

Maj Gaw Lt Har dwick
Sgt Kelly Cpl Lowe
LCpl Birkett LCpl Gosling
Sig Smith Sig Triplett
Sig Wren

We congratulate LCpl Goldie for passing his JCLM course and
LCpl Br own for passing his Class 3 Catering course, both having
done very well.

CALEDONIAN CHALLENGE TRAINING A T KINLOCHLEVEN 
13 – 15 MARCH 2009

So the days to do are getting few and again the Sqn is in the
preparation phase for the Caledonian Challenge!  Remind me
again whose idea this was?  Fifty four miles of the West Highland

Way in less than 24 hrs, are we mad?  Well we must be, because
again this year we’re all fighting for a prestige place within the
Sqn’s team.  

This time it was just a wee 26 mile route, where we recced the
route between the new start point and new Check Point 1 for the
Challenge and reported back any potential water stops to the
Scottish Charity Foundation (SCF) who run the event.

REGIMENTAL TRAINING WEEKEND (RTW) AT BARRY
BUDDON 27 – 29 MARCH 2009

A number of the Sqn attended the R TW held at Barry Buddon
Training Camp on the weekend 27 to 29 Mar ch.  The main effort
of this weekend was to allow tr oops to get to grips with the new
Light Field Generators (LFG).

SQUADRON MATTs TRAINING WEEKEND 4 – 5 APRIL 2009

This weekend coincided with the welcome home parade
celebrating the return of the troops deployed on Op TOSCA.  On
the Saturday this saw the majority of the Sqn heading thr ough to
the George Square area of Glasgow to assist by acting as
marshals and drivers in support of the parade.  Our own SSgt
McGinlay and Sig Campbell found themselves with a free rein
for the day as they acted as the Regt’ s photographers – we look
forward to seeing the fruits of their labour over the coming weeks. 

Sunday saw the Sqn migrate to Castlelaw Ranges on the
Pentland Hills for the day.  A surprisingly nice day for those
ranges it must be said.  Eventually, after some revision of the
Marksmanship Principles, we zeroed everybody’s weapons and
moved on to Live Fire 3.  This was where most were able to put
the previous revision into good ef fect.  The day was rounded off
with a little light hearted competition to see who could get the
smallest group with 20 rounds; this was between our r esident
AGC staff, Sgt Munr o and Cpl Robertson .  I am reliably
informed that this r esulted in a draw; however the butt r egister
that recorded the actual group sizes was somehow lost on our
route back to the TA Centre.

EXERCISE SUPER GLUE

Ex SUPER GLUEwas the brainchild of the CO Rear Party, Maj
Alex Scott .  The idea was to take his permanent staff (PSIs,
NRPS and FTRS) out of the working environment and enable
them to bond with their counterparts in other Sqns.  SSgt(FofS)
Gordon Campbell was given the task of producing an adventure
training package that would be testing for the young whippets
and the old and bold of the Regt’ s permanent staff.

He came up with a package of Canyoning, Ar chery and White
Water Rafting in the Aberfeldy area.  Did he not realise it was still
winter up there?

The Canyoning was held in a fast flowing river west of Aberfeldy
which lies in the shadow of Shiehallion, a snow cover ed Munro.
However the snow was melting into the river which took the
water temperature to well below zero.  After climbing up the river
for about a mile we proceeded back down again by various
methods which included  jumping into pools, slipping about on
wet rocks, sliding on our backsides down water shoots and then
to cap it all, jumping 25 feet into a fast flowing pool.

After thawing out and some lunch we pr oceeded to the Archery.
This became very competitive when we split the teams into
Regular and NRPS.  Marksmanship principles prevailed and
needless to say the old and bold won it. Ther e was also an
individual championship and this was won by SSgt Gutcher ,
REME PSI – it must be all the dart throwing at pictur es of the MT
as practice.

This brought the day’s proceedings to an end and we headed for
the hotel for a few pre-dinner sherbets.  We washed, changed
and then moved to dinner, which was served in lovely old
Scottish surroundings.  A few more sherries and it was early bed

The new Deck and entrance to the Junior Ranks Club
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for most of us.  No names no pack drill but a certain PSI decided
to sample the many whiskies on of fer and failed to make
breakfast – his miss.

Then on to the White Water Rafting.  Needless to say the said PSI
was in the front of the boat and caught every wave, which is a

sure way to refresh the brain. The route took the raft 5 miles
down the River Tay towards the Glentully rapids.  After these
were successfully negotiated the boats wer e lifted from the water
and the return journey made by road which was a lot warmer and
easier.  After a spot of lunch we all r eturned to our TACs for the
drill night.   

34th (NOR THERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
MIDDLESBOROUGH

CO Lt Col MJ FInch
RSM WO1(RSM) M Tench

49 (WEST RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj Jenny Bowes
SSM A/WO2(SSM) Frank Mason

EXERCISE SPRING FALCON

Ex SPRING FALCON proved a big hit with members of the Sqn,
with both Tps deploying to Feldom Gate on CT A.  It was a
valuable learning experience for the newer members of the Sqn.
With only the Trunk Node playing, there were plenty of
opportunities for the NFQs to have a taster of each of the trades.
For 2Lt Rebecca V andenberg it was her final comms ex with us.

MY ROAD TO COMMISSIONING - by 2Lt Nicky Hemsworth

I passed out of Sandhurst
on 28 March after a hectic 3
weeks.  I had already
completed 3 modules of
training prior to attending
Sandhurst.  I started at an
OCdt in Leeds UOTC in
October 2005 where I
completed MTQ 1 and 2.  It
was only when I was due to
leave the OTC that I
decided that yes, I did want
to go for a commission.  I
began Module 2 training
with 15 Bde RTC in July
2008 and attended 10
challenging weekends,
finishing the course in
January of this year.  The
Module 2 course teaches
and revises navigation,
signals and first aid as well
as the 7 Question estimate,
writing and delivering
orders, leading pl attacks and various patr ols.  I then completed
Module 3 with 143 Bde RTC in February, where I was awarded
best overall student on the course.  Much of Module 3 is spent in
the field; the days are spent conducting pl attacks and the nights
either doing recces, ambushes or fighting patr ols.  Doesn’t leave
much time for sleep, but you do get used to this.

The next stage was TACC itself.  Just under half the course is
spent in the field, during this period ther e’s a lot more time for pl
attacks and patr ols and not a lot for sleep.  When not in the field
a lot was packed in.  Ranging from PRACTAC, bulling shoes, drill,
lots of PT, ironing, a tour of Old College, military history lectur es
and navigation.  After the ex much of the time was spent doing
drill; the parade included rifle drill and about half the course had
never done any.  So a lot of the time on the parade squar e during
the last 3 days caused amusement for the staf f and a steep
learning curve for the cadets!  There was some opportunity to
relax in the bar throughout the course and on the final Thursday,

we had a formal dinner night in blues.  The Parade came around
very quickly and marching up the steps (in time) is one of the
proudest moments of my life.  I still haven’ t stopped smiling 10
days later.

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOODBYES

Congratulations to WO2 Daz Cattle on his hard earned and well
deserved promotion.  He is also to be congratulated for finally
making an honest woman of Kirsty !  It is also goodbye to WO2
Cattle who has been posted to BATUS to perform Media Ops
duties – thank you for all your hard work in the Sqn and for
opening up the horizons of many of the soldiers.  W e also want to
wish him luck on the Sydney to Hobart leg of the T ransGlobe
sailing race after Christmas.

We also say goodbye to 2Lt Vandenberg who joins 73 Engr Regt
from April.

WELCOME BACK

Welcome back to Lt Kat Mee , WO2(SSM) Mark Alexander , LCpl
Mark Clarkson and LCpl Neil Varley who are currently on POTL
from Op TOSCA – we look forward to them training again with us.

90 (NORTH RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

A/OC Capt Hogg
SSM WO2 Evans

EXERCISE HAIRSPRAY 09 NOVICE SKI & SURVIVAL COURSE
NORWAY 7 – 21 MARCH - by Sig Ben Walker

Travelling to Norway with a Royal Marines unit on ex is a daunting
prospect at anytime thr oughout the year.  Yet I was privileged
enough to have the opportunity to take part in Ex HAIRSPRAY, a
Novice Ski and Survival Course.   On arrival at RMR Tyne, I was
immediately welcomed and taken under the wing of the Marines
and this eased any first day nerves or anticipation that I had.

The objective of Ex HAIRSPRAY was to complete the first phase
of the arctic warfare training package. The Novice Ski and
Survival Course that I attended was designed to show us first
hand what we had to do in or der to survive in cold weather and
arctic conditions.  Based in Asegar den Allied Training Camp near
Harstad, I immediately realised how sparse the landscape was.  It
really hit home when I was informed that we wer e to be stationed
approximately 160 miles North of the Arctic Circle.

During the 2 week ex, I experienced a totally dif ferent aspect to
soldiering.  Firstly being taught the basics of cr oss country skiing
felt like being ‘Bambi on ice’.  Fr om this I progressed to
understanding the importance of ski mar ch discipline during both
the day and night.  I experienced learning to live off the natural
environment, building suitable shelters which included snow hole
and brushwood shelters.  Every day was a new exciting
challenge, whether it be relaxing on the ‘piste’ or lear ning about
the more serious side of such adverse conditions including
avalanche survival and dealing with thin ice.

Completion of phase one of the Ar ctic Warfare Course meant
passing all of the above and also passing the dr eaded ice

The CO attended the parade in
support of 2Lt Hemsworth
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breaking drills. After a period of nerves/appr ehension, personally
this was my strongest achievement throughout the 2 week
period.  Many friends have been made and my experience was

thoroughly enjoyable.  I extend my thanks 90 Sqn PSAO and
SPSI and also RMR Tyne for giving me this opportunity to enjoy
an excellent 2 weeks.   

35th (SOUTH MIDLAND) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

COVENTRY

CO Lt Col MG Hanson
RSM WO1(RSM) Balmforth

COMMANDING OFFICER’S FOREWORD

As I prepare to hand over command of the Regt, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank everyone for all of your har d work
during my time here. 

The future of the Regt looks good and ther e is much to look
forward to. June will bring annual camp which pr omises to be
excellent, followed by a full and varied training pr ogramme for the
remainder of the year.  With the recently acquired IT suites in
each Sqn location, there will be the opportunity for you to
enhance your own personal skills and through them the Regt’s
reputation as being a high tech and forwar d looking unit.  

With our excellent manning levels and increasing levels of new
interest, we can expect to continue to meet our op r equirements
which will continue to be our main priority .  22 Sig Regt’s return
from ops means that there will be greater opportunity for both
Regts to enhance their affiliations.

Finally I have really enjoyed my time as CO and on behalf of
myself and my family I would like to wish all Regimental members
and their families every success for the futur e.

58 (STAFFORDSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Capt Scott
SSM SSgt Elson

EXERCISE KNOT WALKING  

With 58’s annual cultural visit looming, SSgt Gill Heesom
decided the big smoke of London would be the destination for Ex
KNOT WALKING, following last year’s successful visit to
Portsmouth.  After ensuring all recruits and OPTAG personnel
were dispatched to their corr ect training locations for the
weekend, the rest of Sqn set of f for London.  With both
supercharged hire mini buses hitting break neck speeds of almost
60mph down the motorway , we arrived at RAF Uxbridge well after
closing time – much to everybody’ s dismay.  Left with a dilemma
of Subway or Kebab, Sig Jervis spread his wealth once again on
ex, helping both fast food outlets beat the cr edit crunch.

After a wonderfully cheap RAF breakfast everybody made for the
Uxbridge tube station.  As the jour ney wore on, Sig Nikki
Keeling became deeply perplexed by the fact that the train was
going over ground while being called the under ground.
Fortunately SSgt Elson was on hand to of fer a swift explanation
of the London Underground.

The first visit of the day was to the Imperial W ar Museum at
Lambeth.  Although limited to a few hours, everybody made it
round all the excellent displays and exhibitions.  Most notably the
Children at War, VC and Holocaust exhibitions wer e voted as
everybody’s favourite and the most moving.  

Sig Jones was found having fun equalising the pr essures and
turning the wheels on the children’s interactive submarine display,
much to the annoyance of some of the par ents as their children
waited around.  Having finally surfaced, a quick photo was taken
outside and we were on our way again to the BBC at Bush House
on the Strand.

Many thanks go to the OC`s brother, the BBC World Service
Station Manager, who had literally just returned off the plane from
Bangladesh for a very interesting and informative tour.  We had
exclusive access to the stations studios and pr oduction facilities,
along with a full explanation of how the W orld Service is
produced and the IT and comms systems they use to transmit it
around the world.

With a little free time to spare the ladies made haste back to RAF
Uxbridge for a Quick Change Parade into their evening wear for
the Sqn meal in Chinatown.  Already suitably attired, the
remainder headed to Covent Garden to ye olde English pub
known as the “Walkabout” to catch the second half of the
Manchester United game.  Later we all made our way to down to
Chinatown where a sumptuous feast washed down with a few
“tigers” finished of f an excellent day.

Sunday culminated with a visit to the WW2 light cruiser HMS
Belfast at Tower Bridge. The Imperial War Museum exhibit shows
the history of the ship and life on boar d.  Once again a whole day
could have been spent on the exhibit with everyone being
thankful they had joined the Army and not the Navy due to
confined and harsh life on board.  Petrol heads, Sgt Kev Hand
and SSgt Elson eventually made it above deck from the Boiler
Room, having been enthralled by the 80,000hp engines.  Big
thanks to SSgt Gill Heesom and her team for organising Ex
KNOT WALKING and laying on an excellent weekend.

EXERCISE SPRING FALCON  

12 Sig Gp’s Ex SPRING FALCON saw Romeo Tp SAN 658 deploy
to MOD Stafford while Sigs Beriet , Barber and Fuller deployed
with the RSM to Swynnerton Training Area for some military skills
training.  After defending 48 Sig Sqn’s comms site and carrying
out vehicle anti-ambush drills, the Regt’ s dogs of war finished of f
with a pl attack.  A big well done also goes to Sig Jones on
passing his Class 2 during the ex.

EXERCISE SPRING CHALLENGE  

Combining 9 basic training weekends together , SPRING
CHALLENGE allows recruits to complete ther e Phase 1B in one
fell swoop.  Congratulations to Recruits Booth , ‘Grand pappy’
Vasu and 58’s brother and sister combination Sigs Sara and
Nathan Bedson on passing SPRING CHALLENGE.

On board HMS Belfast
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Congratulations from everyone at the fighting 58 to the PSAO
Capt John Berry GM , enjoying his twenty ninth 21st birthday and
still setting the Sqn’s fitness bench mark at 50!

POSTINGS AND PROMOTIONS

The Sqn says a sad farewell to Cpl Dale Thompson posted on
promotion to Sgt to 216 Sig Sqn.  The permanent staf f wish him
good luck on P Coy and have no doubt that he’ll br eeze through
– as he keeps telling everybody.  We all wish Dale, Kirsty and
their children Emily and Jacob all the best for the futur e in
Colchester.  Congratulations to SSgt(FofS) Bur nham selected for
promotion to WO and soon to be posted to 3 (UK) Div in Bulfor d.
Many thanks to both of you for all your har d work.

89 (WARWICKSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj Chris Moseley
SSM WO2(SSM) Proffitt

EXERCISE SPRING FALCON 09 - by Sig Ash

The Sqn deployed to MOD Staf ford on the Friday night and on
arrival we were given briefings on the weekend’s training which
was to be based around vehicle anti-ambush drills.  After the
briefing, we were issued with rations and told to get our heads
down.  Following a 0300hrs start on Satur day, we deployed to
Swynnerton Training Area, with the exception of Radcon, who
stayed at MOD Stafford to get comms in with the r est of the Bde. 

On arrival at Swynnerton, the Radio Relays were set up.  Having
completed this, we then bombed up our magazines and attended
a pyrotechnic demonstration.  At first light we wer e given an
excellent lesson on the anti-ambush drills led by our SPSI , SSgt
Knowler and SSgt For d and the radio operators wer e given a
lesson on contact r eports by the RSM, WO1 Balmforth . 

Now being fully prepared we went to put everything into practice.
Led by Cpl Fulthorpe , we took the Land Rovers on patr ol along
our patrol route where we came under numerous contacts which
allowed us to carry out our anti-ambush drills and send in contact
reports.

Having relocated, we awaited nightfall so that we could set up
our own ambush.  Having got into position we waited for the
enemy to arrive.  An enemy Land Rover came through our
ambush position allowing us to practise our own ambush drills
and allowing us the opportunity to fir e our rifles on automatic,
which was good fun.

After we returned, we got our heads down and the non-drivers
did a shift monitoring the radio net back to Radcon in Staf ford.
Everyone returned to the Sqn on Sunday buzzing after a brilliant
weekend which was thor oughly enjoyed by all.

95 (SHROPSHIRE YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) 

OC Capt Craig Kinsey
SSM WO2(SSM) Robinson

CORPS OSC 2009 - by Sig Earthy

35 Sig Regt attended the Corps OSC this year with 4 teams of 4
riflemen. Alfa and Bravo teams were made up from members of
89, 58 and 48 Sqns.  Charlie and Delta teams were all from 95
Sqn.  On the Friday it was the usual rush to get around the
matches that we wanted to practise and we had to miss a few
due to time constraints. 

The day of the competition was an early start but a long wait
once on the ranges which gave us a chance to go over the
details of each shoot. The first team match was Match 17 which
was the urban contact match which starts at 100m with 25m
intervals and closes into 25m and involves various supported and
unsupported firing positions. 

Next up was Match 3, better known as the Henry Whitehead Cup.
This is an advance-to-contact match and starts with a mar ch of
500m.  The first shoot on this Match starts at 400m and includes
4 phases at 100m intervals which include attack, consolidation,
patrol contact and close quarter battle. 

The final team match was Match 4, which was a rural contact
from 300m split into 2 practices of Sharp Shooting and Rapid.  At
the time of shooting this Match, the wind had picked up and the
rain had started to fall, although rain was a rarity for most of the
weekend. 

There was also the Gun Match or LSW Gun Run as its better
known and the pistol shoots that wer e fitted in between the other
team matches we shot during the day . 

The finale of the weekend was the prize giving. Charlie and Delta
teams from 95 Sqn came away with a tr ophy and medals for
coming 1st and 2nd in the Minor Unit category .  A big well done
to everyone who took part and a good time was had by all.  

Recruits cammed up on Ex SPRING CHALLENGE

36th (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
ILFORD

CO Lt Col M Lansdown TD
RSM WO1(RSM) I Conlan

Sadly the Regt said farewell to Capt Steve White , who has left
his post as QM and it will be dif ficult to find someone to fill his
most capable shoes.  However the unit is not at a total loss as he
is now employed as the PSAO of 45 Sig Sqn, Colchester.  The
RQMS WO2 Tony Wringe has also been dined out of the Mess

after 26 years of Colour Service to leave the Army on one day
and take up his old job as the new NRPS RQMS, welcome back
Tony. The Regt also said farewell to WO2(YofS) Nigel Br ewin
who has also been dined out the Mess after 22 years Colour
Service.   However he is not coming back to the unit and is
emigrating to New Zealand with his wife and family wher e he will
join the New Zealand Army.  Good luck and all the best Nigel .
We also gave a warm welcome to Sgt Lee Wilbor and family,
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posted in to 54 Sp Sqn,   Sgt Richar d Hodgetts and Sgt Stuart
Williamson , posted into 60 Sig Sqn and also SSgt Terry
Blakeley who will become the Regt’ s Training SNCO NRPS.

PSAO 54 SUPPORT SQUADRON – CAPT DAVE WATSON TD

Capt Dave W atson joined 36 Sig Regt at Bedford in 1970 and
served with 54 Sqn in Bedfor d and Cambridge until 1985 when
he was promoted to WO1 and posted to RHQ at W anstead.  He
was commissioned in 1987 and filled a variety of posts including
Regimental Messing Officer, 2IC 54 Sig Sqn and QM(V) until
assuming command of HQ Sqn in 1996.  He served as Adjt on
FTRS and then assumed the appointment of Regt 2IC in 2000
until he retired in 2002. He was then appointed PSAO of 44 Sig
Sqn and recently returned to 54 Sp Sqn as PSAO.  It is now time
to say goodbye to Dave again as he is finally leaving the TA and
will be retiring in March 09.   However there is a rumour that he is
stalking us and will be returning as 54 Sp Sqn’s clerk – Good bye
and hello again Dave.

EXERCISE DRAGON HERMES BOND - by SSgt DJ Berry

On Friday 20 February 2009, 11 Regular soldiers and 2 TA
soldiers, WO2 Miller -Kite and WO2(RQMS) Wringe ) deployed on
Ex DRAGON HERMES BONDto Belize under expedition leader
Sgt Ian Overall . The aim of this ex was to train individuals in
Open Water Diving.  We were hoping everything would run
smoothly but as soon as we left, the M11 was gridlocked due to
a lorry spilling its load.  If we had not been going to Belize, we
would have stayed on the M11 and helped the police, as the load
was hundreds of cases of beer!  After changing the r oute we
eventually arrived for our overnight stay at Gatwick Airport. 

Early the next morning we headed for Customs and on into the
departure lounge which is normally quite smooth, unless you
have WO2(FofS) Ind who has not flown for about 10 years.  His
hand baggage was full of razors, bottles, lighters, batteries,
deodorants – the list goes on. Eventually we caught our flight to
Charlotte in the USA and here we spent the night befor e catching
an early flight to Belize.

On the morning of 23 February we started our course.  We were
split into 2 groups; Group 2 had some notable situations.  WO2
Wringe was unable to contr ol his descents, resulting in him
continually plummeting to the bottom.  He was always practising
his drills but sometimes several drills all at once.  Also he could
not get it into his head that he had to work mor e than just
Wednesday nights and weekends. WO2 Ind could not get beyond
5m without having a nose bleed.  Capt White showed off as he
had previously done the course. SSgt Berry pulled the air supply
off WO1 Ian Conlan .  Nevertheless Group 2 got to play with the
dolphins and managed to pr ogress from the swimming pool to
the open sea by the end of the week.

We all passed the course by Friday afternoon and then
proceeded to do the Advanced Open W ater dive which was a
further 2 days. This involved diving to depths of 30m.  By the end
of this 2 day course, WO2 Ind was completely out of blood and
was extremely anaemic!

Other highlights of the ex were the Ops Maj, Maj Paul Williams ,
taking his Kite Surfing equipment half way r ound the world only to
surf twice and WO2 Wringe , an ex-Army angling champion takingThe farewell presentation to Capt Dave Watson from Maj Scott

View from St George’s Quay where we were based in Belize
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his fishing rods for a spot of fishing during down time and not
catching anything. The only person to catch anything was SSgt
Berry who caught a fish with his first cast and he had never
fished before.

The whole ex was a success and valuable training and
knowledge was gained.

54 (EAST ANGLIAN) SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj LJC Scott
SSM WO2(SSM) L Bland

The Sqn’s main effort continues to be r ecruitment for all cap
badges and recruit training.  The transition of the new location at
Cambridge TAC from a Tp to a Sqn once again is ongoing.  We
must now take our newest trained soldiers thr ough trade
qualification training. Our infantry skills ar e being honed in
preparation for a Regimental ex in March covering most aspects
of basic skills and drills in the infantry r ole.  We congratulate and
say farewell to Capt Rob Price on commissioning, his support
and guidance has been greatly appreciated by all members of the
Sqn. Congratulations also go to SSgt Trevor Webb on his recent
promotion and appointment to FofS (V).  We welcome WO2 Lee
Bland to the Sqn as SSM and wish him a thor oughly successful
tour.  

EXERCISE SAXON SWORD REPORT - by LCpl Alan Diplock

Ex SAXON SWORDwas a weekend to hone our navigation skills
and as it was based at Cambridge TAC, we had a later than usual
start time of 0900hrs on Saturday.  Most of Saturday morning
was spent in the classroom revising the mega basics of
navigation, such as giving grid references and looking at
conventional signs.  As the lessons were in slow time, Sgt
Overall , who was teaching us, was able to add in the extra
information that ther e is not normally time for, for example the
history behind why we use mils instead of degr ees. 

Then it was time for the excellent lunch that was pr ovided by the
Master Chef, WO2 Miller -Kight and Sgt Route . When lessons
recommenced in the after noon we had pacing to practise outside

in the not to warm weather. The other lessons included
everyone’s favourites, bearings, Grid Magnetic Angle (GMA) and
using GMA to convert between grid and magnetic bearings! W e
then finished off the afternoon learning about resections,
intersections and how to work out wher e you are if lost using the
acronym DDCRAPS.  If you are unsure of any of the terms used
above then you may want to have a chat with a Map Reading
Instructor to r efresh your memory.

After dinner we relocated to the bar for a bit of a social, a few
relaxing beers and an impromptu lesson in navigation by stars by
the back door of the bar . The following morning brought the
formal lesson in navigation by the sun and stars, which was
mostly all new to me. After this we went out on the gr ound to
practise what we had been taught.  For this we travelled a few
miles to Wandlebury in the Gog Magog hills south of Cambridge.
Yes you did read correctly, we do have hills in Cambridgeshire!
As this is one of the high points in the county , we were able with
binos to see water towers, places of worship and old windmills
that were nearly 20km away from our location. The weekend
concluded with a pasta bake and garlic br ead for lunch and a
quick clean of the TA centre. 

I’m sure that as well as a lot of revision of the basics, everyone
that turned in for the weekend learned at least one new thing that
will help with their ability to navigate in the futur e.

TRAINING IN 54 SQUADRON - by Sig Downey

When we started the TA year off with our first weekend in
January, the weather conditions wer e perfect – wet and cold!
This was the first in a series of Sqn weekends to pr epare us for
Ex RED STAND and we started of f with a kit check befor e
progressing into Military Skills.

Target Indication practice served as a good r efresher to hone our
skills and the Regt should be mindful of our skills, GRID and
CLAP expertise is abundant in this Sqn.  Then outside for fir e
manoeuvre practice.  A patrol around the ex areas of the
Cambridge TAC, led us into an early compromise from friendly
forces.  Happily it was only the Cambridge OTC having a go at
the asslt course.

A great start to the TA year, this weekend gave the opportunity for
us all to revise and practise our military, BCDT and radio skills.
The weekend was well organised, informative, relevant and good
fun.

FATHER AND SON PASS OFF AT GRANTHAM ON 28
NOVEMBER 2008

A father and son from 45 Sig Sqn based in Southend attended
and passed off on the same Recruits Course. The Mother, Sister
(an RAF Cadet) and girlfriend of Sig Ber nasconi attended the
parade.

Sig Lloyd Ber nasconi was also named as the Best Recruit of his
Pl and was presented with a trophy by the Inspecting Of ficer.

SSgt Berry followed by Capt Youngman followed by WO2 Tony
Wringe

Sig Lloyd Bernasconi receiving his trophy from the Inspecting
Officer
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60 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Andr ew Knight
SSM WO2(SSM) Michael Egunjobi

The Sqn returned to training in January 2009 after the Christmas
and New Year break which had been well received by both
Territorials and Regular Permanent Staff.  To say 2008 had been a
busy year, would probably be a fair understatement!   For the
Sqn, the year included being honour ed with the Freedom of
Aylesbury as part of the TA100 Celebrations.

We started the year with a weekend 9 – 11 January based in
Aylesbury TA Centre.  The highlight was an educational trip for all
ranks to the Defence Capabilities Centre at Shrivenham. This is a
faculty of the Joint Services Defence Academy, normally the
preserve of the officer corps.  Everyone had a great day.  The
presentations given were of the highest quality, there were
exciting videos and a chance to clamber over all manner of
armour, self propelled guns, vehicles, helicopters etc.  All the old
sayings about incoming artillery having right of way on the
battlefield really are true – and this visit proved it.

Later in January, a Comms training weekend saw us back at
Bicester with some good HF comms training planned.  The best
bit for the operators on this weekend was being able to
communicate to the UK DHFCS based at For est Moor in the
north of England and then patching a radio call fr om a VRC321
back to a Sgt Paul Whenman’ s mobile phone.  

The major training event in March was a military skills weekend,
Ex RED STAND 1, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all who

attended.  The training delivered was very good and everybody
learned something.  I’m sure we’d all forgotten how much fun you
can have with a Millbank bag, but with Capt Den T ranham on
hand to remind you, all the memories of brackish chlorine
flavoured water came flooding (no pun intended) back !

We’ve welcomed a few visitors, including the Sqn’ s Hon Col, Sir
Nicholas Bonsor Bt DL .  Brig Nigel Beacom from Theatre
Troops and Col Bill O’Leary from 145 (S) Bde, have also been to
see the Sqn on a Training night.  Sqn Ops Officer, Capt Stuart
McHenery has moved across to the real dark side as he transfers
to be Regimental Ops Officer and we look forwar d to welcoming
back Capt Andr ew Linn to take up the reins as Sqn 2IC.  

Cpl ‘Fr enchy’ Collin is back safely from Afghanistan and we look
forward to welcoming SSgt Ian Stott home from Op OCULUS in
the near future. We welcome WO2 Mark Gott who has
transferred from 1 (RBY) Sig Sqn (SC).  

Other new additions to the Sqn’ s Permanent Staff are Sgt
Richar d ‘Hodgey’ Hodgetts and Sgt Stu Williamson and
welcome back SSgt(YofS) Lee Shackleton on his safe return
from Op TELIC…shortly to leave us for 22 Sig Regt.

For the next few months the Sqn will focus on r ecruiting and the
run up to Annual Camp 2009.  The great news being that
Bowman is in-bound and the conversion pr ocess from Clansman
will start in a matter of weeks. 

If any WIre reader wants to open a radio museum then now’ s a
good time to get in touch, as we finally start to think about back-
loading the old radio workhorse.    

37th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
REDDITCH

CO Lt Col JE Sutton
RSM WO1(RSM) DE Cupit

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Capt Bond
SSM WO2(SSM) Mansell

EXERCISE LONG DRIVE 4 – 15 MARCH - by Cfn Seabourne

Ex LONG DRIVE was the GS Familiarisation and driver licence
acquisition course run by 40 Sig Regt in Nesclif fe Camp.  On 4
March, Cfn McV icker and I rocked up to Nesclif fe Camp to begin
our Land Rover Familiarisation course.  We were unsure of what
to expect for the following week but on arrival, we wer e met by a
couple of the instructors who seemed friendly .  

For the first day and a half we were in the classroom learning the
basic stuff like how to carry out the first parade, fault finding and
completing all relevant paperwork.  We knew that this part of the
course would be the most “uninter esting”, but cr edit where it’s
due, the instructors did a r eally good job.

The next few days were the part of the course that everyone was
looking forward to.  This was the introduction to cr oss-country
driving, convoy drills, cam and concealment of a vehicle and self-
recovery.  Driving isn’t as easy as you think as you have to walk
the route you want to go, i.e. if you want to go thr ough a river be
prepared to get wet.  If you want to go thr ough some mud, the
joys of a mud bath are common as you never know how deep the
hole is.   If you love to get down and dirty have a go.  The only
downfall is that you have to clean all the filth of f the vehicles after
use and don’t forget the alternator as if the mud dries up, guess
what – you end up pushing the vehicle as it won’ t start due to no
power in the battery!  I’d r ecommend this course if you haven’ t
already done it, as it was an absolute scr eam.

53 (WALES) SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj Mar cus Cosgr ove
SSM WO2(SSM) Steve Webb

EXERCISE CYMREIG GOCH

53 Sig Sqn rocked up at Dixie’s Corner in the SENTA training area
on a strangely mild Friday evening for a weekend of military skills.
Due to some horrific snoring fr om the officers’ and NCOs’ room,
only the snorers enjoyed a decent night’s kip.

We were up bright and early on Saturday for some delicious rat
pack gourmet; this was followed by the issuing of 5.56 blanks.
Saturday’s training was mostly refresher lessons in basic military
skills with some extras like sect fir e and manoeuvre.  The Sqn
brushed up on their camouflage and concealment, field hygiene,
map reading, harbour drills and sect attack drills.  The evening
was rounded off with a briefing for Sunday’ s ex, followed by a
night noise demo and a chat around the campfir e – all that was
missing was the marsh mellows.

Sunday dawned and 53 prepared to face the fearsome Welsh
National Front. With many hundreds of rounds left and only a few
hours to spare – there was only one option, rifles switched to fully
automatic.  After advancing what seemed like only a few metr es
into the ex area, an enemy was spotted.  Not wanting to hang
around, Charlie Fire Team commanded by LCpl Gayther opened
fire.  Sig Swann and her Delta Fire Team laid down some
astonishingly accurate cover fir e – particularly from the LSW
gunner.  This enabled Charlie Team to charge in.  After an epic
sprint to their new positions, Charlie Team gave cover while Delta
outflanked the unsuspecting enemy.  Five minutes later the
enemy was defeated.  53 were victorious and having honed their
mil skills to near perfection, wer e ready for their next challenge,
picking up brass.
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MY JCLM EXPERIENCE - by LCpl Shakespeare

Having been warned of the impressive physical standards
expected on the JCLM course at Blandfor d, I drew a set of spare
legs and a sense of humour from stores and headed for the Royal
School of Signals on 14 March for 2 weeks.

The first week was mainly classroom based, lectures on the
theory of motivation, model building and the structur e of the
orders process.  With just enough physical exercise to keep the
body at a level of minor discomfort, CFT and log runs, asslt
course and orienteering etc with plenty of homework in the
evenings to ensure that no-one got quite enough sleep . Rest, we
were assured, is a vastly over rated commodity . 

Having rehearsed various sect attack battle drills, the course
moved into its climax in a 4 day ex on Salisbury Plain Training
Area.  Huge amounts of ammunition, sweat and calories wer e
expended defending our farmhouse fr om the enemy threat.
Putting our hard learned lessons into practice, each student took
turns as Sect Comd and 2IC, with varying levels of skill and
confidence.   I was under the impr ession that the “over the top –
follow me – charge“ style of attack was no longer fashionable but
it appears that this is not the case!  Each patr ol and attack was
critiqued by the dir ecting staff afterwards.  My own began with
the phrase “What the **** was that?”  Interestingly enough, rest
being over-rated, sleep it appears, is absolutely unnecessary.

The course ended with a semi-formal dinner which went some
way to replacing the 7 pounds in weight that I lost on the course.
My gratitude goes to the staf f at 4 Military Training Sqn for
running a superb course, fun and informative at the same time.

67 (QOWWY) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj Richar d Bowden

EXERCISE LEADING BEAR 3 – 5 APRIL - by LCpl Wong

Ex LEADING BEARwas the start of ongoing development training
of HF Comms for 67 Sig Sqn’s role as the radio Sqn of the Regt.
Elements of 870, 871 and SHQ Tps deployed to Kineton on
Friday evening and were briefed by the Regimental Yeoman (V),
SSgt(YofS) Sharman , on the weekend’s training and put into our
Dets for the training.

Saturday morning started with first works of the FFRs.  Then it
was classroom work with the intr oduction of the secur e HF
equipment.  Saturday afternoon was a chance for us to confirm
that we understood how the equipment worked on the Det, in
preparation for a confirmatory ex on Sunday .

Sunday started with the comms ex which showed that some of
us were a bit rusty with the comms kit.  By the end of the ex, the
YofS was very happy with the pr ogress we had made. Sunday
afternoon we deployed back to Stratfor d and Stourbridge wher e

we did our tur n around and de-brief and we look forwar d to
progressing our training at the end of May.

96 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj Navindra Gurung
SSM WO2(SSM) Adrian Gar dner 

EXERCISE GLOBAL MATTS 3 FROM 20 – 22 MARCH 
- by Cpl Posthlewaite

96 Sig Sqn have been training hard over the last couple of
months in order to achieve good results for GLOBAL MATTS 3
and the Corps OSC (27 – 29 March).  Drill nights have consisted
of a number of PT sessions which included cir cuits, CFT training
and a number of shooting weekends have been put on, in or der
to assess potential firers for the Corps OSC. This proved to be
very useful when looking at the result from both weekends.

Recruiting in the Sqn has risen dramatically over the past few
months which will be very positive for Alpha Tp’ s potential in the
near future.  Watch out!  96 Sig Sqn are growing fast and ready to
take the CO’s cup! 

143 Bde held SPRING CHALLENGE between 28 March and 4
April.  Sig Connolly and Sig Cranston attended the course at
Donnington; both passing out on 4 April 09.  They both did
extremely well on the course, in particular Sig Connolly who won
Top Recruit. 

Thankfully the weekend turned out to be a very warm and sunny
one for Ex GLOBAL MATTS 3, with everyone from the Regt
prepared to earn a well earned bounty.  On Saturday, the Regt
deployed onto Swynnerton Trg Area to complete a number of
MATTs after completing a PFT in the morning.  96 Sig Sqn did
well on the PFT with a number of people knocking a couple of
minutes off their previous time.  

On the Sunday we set off on the 8 Mile CFT round the training
area; this proved to be dif ficult for some. However, we pulled it
out of the bag and impr oved a great deal from previous CFTs.
Well done everyone for working at it and incr easing the pass rate
for the Sqn – oh and enjoy your bounty!

CORPS OSC

37 Sig Regt deployed to Pirbright Army Training Centre with a
number of individuals from 96 Sig Sqn; Maj Navindra Gurung,
Sig Cowie, Sig W right .  The team did very well on the weekend,
winning 2nd Place in the 9mm Pistol Match and Maj Navindra
Gurung winning Best Royal Signals Officer.   

A scene from Ex CYMREIG GOCH

Maj Gurung confused as to why his Tp SSgt forgot to get him a
brew!
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38th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
SHEFFIELD

CO Lt Col SJ Baker TD
RSM WO1(RSM) AJ Wyatt

FAREWELL AND HELLO

In March we bade farewell to our Ops Maj, Maj Mick Fleming ,
who left 38 Sig Regt after a very successful tour, to take up an
appointment with 2 Sig Regt in York.  We also said farewell to
SSgt Stewart McKinnon , Training SSgt, who has taken up an
SQMS appointment with 34 Sig Regt in his North East England
homeland.  We thank them for all they have done for the Regt
and wish them every success in their new appointments. In a
straight swap, we welcome fr om 2 Sig Regt, Maj Al Higgins as
our new Ops Maj.

EXERCISE LIGHTNING STRIKE – 28 FEBRUARY 09

This ex is the Royal Signals annual undergraduate competition to
introduce OCdts at University Of ficer Training Corps (UOTC) and
members of the Defence Technical Undergraduate Scheme
(DTUS) Support Sqns to the Royal Signals.  It involves a
competition day comprising a r ound robin of stands pr ovided by
Regular and TA units.

Lt Gar eth Dixon , WO2 Jo Hartwell , SSgt Victoria ‘Ibby’ Nevill
and LCpl Stuart Rowell from 36 Sig Regt supported the event on
Salisbury Plain, running a command task and pr oviding OCdts
with an overview of the Regt and its r ole.

The competition kicked of f at 0800hrs with 19 teams raring to go
in their university colours. Although highly motivated, some of
their listening skills left a lot to be desir ed.  Southampton UOTC
didn’ t even manage to get out of the first box; another half dozen
teams got to the second box but had no idea how they managed
it.  Edinburgh, Exeter, Manchester and Wales UOTCs along with 2
DTUS teams, Typhoon and Trojan, successfully managed to
complete our task with W ales UOTC eventually winning the stand
with a score of 96%, although half way thr ough it was touch and
go for them as one team member was overheard saying: “The
brief, the brief, why did no one listen to the brief!”  However , I’m
not sure if the fact that they got naked on every stand played a
part in the judge’s scores.

SSgt Nevill’ s debrief to the Birmingham UOTC left their team
captain with a wry smile as she informed him: “Y our Command
and Control was excellent… unfortunately you had completely the
wrong idea.”

Sheffield UOTC entered 2 teams.  Although the female team
failed to complete the stand they wer e highly entertaining but left
the DS wishing they had brought their ear defenders.

Liverpool UOTC was the best dressed team in their grass skirts
and tutus.  Glasgow and Tayforth were the most hospitable
teams, as they offered the DS a wee dram of whisky.
Unfortunately, due to a kettle incident we wer e unable to offer the
usual 38 Sig Regt hospitality in return, although the teams made
up for the lack of fluid intake during the day at the Mess Dinner
on Saturday evening.

We were impressed by the humour and enthusiasm shown by all
the teams and look forwar d to next year’s competition.

46th (CITY OF DERBY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj J S Hubbar d
SSM WO2(SSM) K Bedfor d

Following the retirement of the Sqn’s PSAO, Capt Ken Scott , in
August 08, the Regimental Operations Support Of ficer (ROSO)
based at RHQ in Sheffield, Capt David Edmunds , was appointed
Interim PSAO with the Sqn, in addition to continuing to fulfil his
duties and responsibilities as ROSO. On 3 March 09, after 8
months with 46 Sig Sqn, Capt Edmunds handed over the Sqn’s
PSAO role to Capt Simon Hale MBE who joined the Regt and
the Corps during his Regular service terminal leave, having
completed a very successful car eer as an infantryman.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj G Hattersley
SSM WO2(SSM) A Medley

ANTI-AMBUSH DRILLS – REGIMENT AL CADRE WEEKEND,
WARCOP 13-15 Mar 09 - by Cfn Matthew Howe

After the usual start to a weekend, all members of the Regt wer e
given training on vehicle anti ambush drills by staf f from 11 Sig
Regt.  After a mandatory safety brief, the instructors set about

One in and one out - Maj Mick Fleming and Capt Simon Hale

SSgt Nevill looking as confused as the competitors
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giving step by step points on the pr ocedures needed to carry out
the drills and then gave a demo.

In our Sect, we had a nominated Sect Comd who chose his 2IC
and allocated roles to the rest.  Instead of the usual 4 man crew
per Land Rover, we had 8 which made for a tight squeeze; with
the Sect Comd in the passenger seat, 2 pr oviding top cover and
5 sitting in the back.  As a safety measure, the driver was
assigned to us.

Our Sect Comd was switched on and pr ovided us with our own
set of SOPs in the harbour area while we were waiting our turn
for some action.  We bombed up, made r eady and squeezed into
our transport.  Being the lead vehicle, we wer e ambushed first. As
soon as the enemy opened up, our top cover r etaliated and gave
a target indication.  Following our or ders, we jumped out, found
cover and engaged with maximum aggr ession.

Once everyone was out of the vehicle and the enemy was
suppressed, we bugged out under the cover of smoke.  As soon
as we were clear of the Land Rover, the Sect Comd thr ew a
grenade rendering it useless (in theory anyway).  We continued to
peel off until we reached the next Land Rover who were providing
support, at which point “Stop” was called and a debrief followed
– mostly good points for a first attempt.

It was then our Sect’s turn to provide support.  Again with SOPs
already set, we put them into action.  When the lead Land Rover
was fired upon, we immediately stopped and r eversed 100m out
of sight.  Here we debussed and got into all r ound defence and
waited.  From our position we wer e unable to see the other Sect
until they reached a corner in the track. As they started to appear
we formed a base line, in case the enemy tried to rush us.  Good
training from good instructors, enjoyable as well.

SKIING TRIP TO BAVARIA 29 JANUAR Y – 8 FEBRUARY 09 
- by Cfn Matthew Howe and  Cfn Rachael Damms

After a marathon 16 hour journey from 38 Sig Regt’s Sheffield TA
Centre to Stansted Airport, via 59 Sig Sqn in Aintr ee, Liverpool,
we finally reached Germany.  We arrived at Rita and Herbert’ s
Schnitzel House, a vast, yet quaint B&B in Wertach which would
be our home for the coming week. W e were met with a fantastic
warm welcome by Rita and Herbert , who we later found out,
owned the place as well as running it. This involved cooking,
cleaning, waiting on tables and running the bar , etc – not bad
going when you are both in your late 70s.

The next stop was to be Jonathan’ s to have our ski boots, skis
and poles fitted. Once we had master ed the complexities of how
to actually squeeze your foot into the ski boots, we wer e bussed

up and on our way to our first skiing lesson. This was when we
got introduced to our patient instructors.  Sgt Karl ‘Kaz’ Caswell
was the guy running the show and also taking the ski touring
group.  WO2 Andy Medley would be taking the advanced ski
group and Cpl Pete McDermont would be our instructor and
give us a beasting on the slopes now and again.

We started on the baby slope at Unterjoch, a.k.a the car park to
the more advanced skiers. The first thing we learnt was the
plough stop, befor e moving on to the technical plough tur n
known to us as ‘squishing the ant’ and ‘driving your tank’.  Once
we got the hang of this, it was time to master the kiddies’ pull lift
to the top of the car park.  This was demonstrated to us by Cpl
McDermont , who after explaining how easy it was, spanked it
while getting of f at the top.

Our next dramatic learning curves were the anchor lift and a Blue
run, with the steepness of a Red run!  This was the second day
and after brushing up on the plough stop and tur ns we were
straight to the top.  W ell most of us anyway. Cfn Matthew Howe
and Cfn Rachael Damms managed to fall off the lift three
quarters of the way up and had to ski back down to try again.
After a round of applause when they finally made it to the top, the
group were off, round the 1st steep narrow bend to wher e the
piste opened up somewhat and spank, face plants, arms, legs,

skis and poles all over the place – it was car nage!  Almost every
member of the group hit the deck but after picking ourselves up,
we made it down to have a well ear ned cuppa and our new found
favourite, currywurst mit pommes. Y ummy!

That day was jam-packed.  For something a little dif ferent we
went off-piste skiing. This was hilarious as it involved tr ee and
mud dodging, which went well for most of the gr oup but Cfn
Howe managed to end up millimetr es from hugging a tree. Then
there were the humps. You had to get your speed up and fly over
them, off the top of the 1st hump otherwise it would shoot you up
in the air and flip you over to land on your back or if you wer e
Cfn Damms, who wasn’ t exactly a speed demon at this point,
you would get stuck on the top of the 1st hump and have to
wiggle yourself off. That night we all truly understood the need for
Après Ski’!

Other places we visited whilst honing our skills and moving on to
the complexities of parallel skiing and tur ns were: Oberjoch,
Garmich, Fell Horn and Jungholz. Our first experience of
Oberjoch was night skiing.  Everything was so dif ferent.  Without
much time to take it all in, we wer e packed onto the chair lift
going up and up and then some mor e!  Ears popping and
tummies flipping, pur e fear had silenced the group. With a little
‘gentle’ persuasion fr om the instructors, we made it down to the
bar for a well earned beer. The best bit after this was when we
raced back to the buses on the fr esh piste.  We had to egg it all
the way to get enough speed to carry us to the car park
otherwise it would have been a long walk.

The next day on the slope seemed a breeze after such a hard but
exciting night’ s skiing. We spent the day doing long runs and
perfecting the skills we had lear ned as the following day was
going to be at Fell Horn.

On the way to Fell Horn we were told that we would get the
opportunity to ski fr om Germany over the border to Austria on a
very, very long Red run.  However with our group’s luck being as
it was, we never got there. We were so close, standing at the top
of the mountain with Germany one side and Austria on the other ,
without our instructor . Just before we got onto the lift, Cpl Jen
McQuaid had taken a real spanking, almost all the way down the
previous Red, as did many of the group but unfortunately she
injured her ankle.  While our instructor skied her down to safety ,
we got the lift to the top.  T wenty mins went by and then as it
crept to 40 mins, with daylight fading fast, he r eappeared.  What
a sigh of relief from the whole team!  We then learned that the lift
we had used had closed so Cpl McDermont had had to trek up
the mountain to the next lift to get to us.  Daylight was getting
dimmer by the second and as the wind started to pick up we
moved our frozen bodies and creaking joints to the top of the
Red run that would take us of f the mountain. Bye Austria! The

Breathtaking views at the top of the Kandahar run in Garmish. Cpl
Jen McQuaide, Cpl Chris Woolerton, Sig Rob Turner, Sig Dan

Ward, LCpl Elaine Gibbs, Cpl Pete McDermont, Cpl Daryl Smith,
Sig Ricky Griffiths, Cfn Matthew Howe, Cfn Rachael Damms and

the Padre, CF4 Mike Newman
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group hoofed it down, oblivious to the Black run that we part
skied and then over the mogul field. What an adr enaline rush this
run was.

When we visited Garmish, we had the privilege of viewing the
Kandahar World Cup run from the top.  Standing at 1719m above
sea level, it was breathtaking scenery from up there. On
consideration, maybe the run was a little too advanced for our
group so we opted for the leisur ely long scenic Blue route off the
mountain.

What a great trip.  We skied with top guys and gals fr om other
Regts, ate delicious food cooked by the fair hand of Rita and
Herbert , drank beer, were merry and most of all mastered the
adrenaline junkie art of skiing. Thanks to all the instructors and
everyone that went.  It was a fantastic time.

93 (EAST LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj RA Fitzpatrick
SSM WO2 SB Hopkinson

PRINCE2 - by Lt Gareth Dixon

On the beautiful sunny morning of 2 March, Capt Jim W alshe
and I arrived armed and dangerous with large pencil cases and
numerous pads of paper, to take part in the intense 5-day
PRINCE2 Practitioner course run by APM Group Ltd.  Both of us
had been lucky enough to be put forwar d by the Regt to
undertake the project management course with the view to us
being able to better deliver pr ojects (or more likely in our case
EASPs!) on time and within budget.

To give a bit of backgr ound to the PRINCE2 course, it’s the
abbreviation for PRojects IN a Controlled Environment and was
brought into being in the late 1980s by the for erunner to the
Office of Government Commerce. The main aim was and still is,
to bring a structur ed approach to managing a project, regardless
of its size, through to a successful conclusion.  It is split into 2
components: the Foundation exam and Practitioner exam with
the Practitioner being the higher level qualification.

Although the course involved some long days with lots of
homework throughout, the food was excellent! The Foundation
exam on the Wednesday caused a few nervous moments with it
being a long time since either of us had sat any formal exam.
Luckily our fears were put to one side till the Friday as we both
passed and had another day and half of lessons on subjects such
as configuration management, how to contr ol a stage in a project,
and some other techniques befor e the Practitioner exam.

A couple of weeks later, both Capt Walshe and I received a bit of
good news – Practitioner pass certificates! With PRINCE2 being
one of the industry standar ds in project management, this has
helped improve our job prospects in industry immensely!  Jim
has already applied for a FTRS position with 170 Infrastructur e
Support Engineer Group following a number of years working in
the construction industry and I have been able to enhance my CV
to be able to apply for a number of Pr oject Manager roles in the
north west.

A very worthwhile course and we are both very grateful for the
opportunity to have attended.  It has enhanced our skills for both
our TA Careers and the civilian marketplace.

TROOP COMMANDERS COURSE 081 - by Lt Oliver Pearson

It’s 1500hrs on Saturday 20 February 09 and I’m driving the long
road from Blackbur n to Blandford to attend my Tp Comds
course. The Joining Instructions, being somewhat brief on
equipment requirements and details, have ensured that I hedge
my bets and bring everything with me, thus the car is somewhat
heavily laden – I later discover that no field kit is required.

On arrival, I find that I have trained with several of my fellow
students in the past, both befor e, during and after the
commissioning pr ocess. We have a quiet night in the Mess bar
that night and somehow I am convinced to go for a run the next
morning at 0630hrs.  I get up 5 hours after going to bed and go
running with 2Lt Washbr ook , then into breakfast and prepare for
our first lecture.

The lecture on the function of Trunk Comms was all relatively new
to me, having had an overview of trunk systems in the past but
not really having gone into them in much depth.  This lectur e
gave me a good insight into the way the Corps is heading with
Trunk Comms and would allow me to slot into a trunk unit much
quicker should it ever be required.

The lessons on the deployment of a Bde and Div HQs and the
duties of the tp/sqn within that was inter esting and while the set-
up is similar to the way we curr ently deploy on regimental exs, it
was nice to see that we are doing things the right way . This was
our only trip of f Blandford Camp during the course.

On Wednesday it was arranged for us to go and visit the Regular
Tp Comds on their final ex, using the Bowman training system at
Blandford. This is an incredible training aid that will be looked at
for future training within Sqns when we get Bowman.

The EW Lecture gave an excellent introduction into the world of
EW, and the means, methods and capability available to us in the
British Army.  Ex CROWDED HOUR, a series of difficult and
challenging interview role-plays, gave all assembled a much
better insight into the welfar e and support available to Army
personnel and will help us all provide better support to our
soldiers.

The ARDA Sword for best student was pr esented by Brig
Hargr eaves to 2Lt James Pearson (no relation) from 33 Sig Regt
(V) at the Dinner on Friday evening.  Mr Vice had prepared some
presentations of his own in the form of shots awar ded for various
things, much to the amusement of the assembled diners.

All in all an interesting and fun week was had by all, giving us a
better grounding in the wider Corps and allowing us to develop a
more rounded view of what the Royal Signals does within the
Armed Forces.  As a separate issue, several of the students are
likely to be invited back to deliver lessons to the Regular course
on the specialist capabilities that the T A can bring, especially
those of us within 2 (NC) Sig Bde.   

39th (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
BRISTOL

CO Lt Col CM Lankester TD
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Lithgow

SKINNERS AWARDS 2009 – KNOOK CAMP 7 MARCH 09

Each year members of the Honourable Company of Skinners
visits 39 Sig Regt.  During the visit the Company pr esents prizes
to the best junior soldiers of the Regt, both male and female.

This year the Skinners Party was led by The Master of Skinners,
Maj Gen (Retd) Moor e-Bick and the Clerk of Skinners, Maj Gen
(Retd) Plummer .

The Skinners Party comprising Master, Clerk, Beadle and the
Wardens arrived at Knook Camp to be gr eeted by the CO and the
Regt Hon Col.  After an update on the Regt fr om the CO, the
Skinners were guided round the various training stands being
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undertaken by soldiers and of ficers of the Regt.  Of particular
note were the Bowman vehicle demonstrators, comms had
apparently moved on some since the Master was serving!

Once training had been completed the Regt formed up for the
presentation of the Skinners Awards.  Pte Tanuku of 94(BY) Sig
Sqn was awarded the female prize and LCpl McV eigh also of
94(BY) Sig Sqn was awarded the male prize.

CORPS OPERATIONAL SHOOTING COMPETITION – ASH
RANGES - by Sig Hartfield

Only the few of us lucky enough to get time of f work arrived at
the TAC on Thursday night to get a day of practice on Friday . We
travelled down to Pirbright Camp, booked in and went to bed for
the early day on Friday.

We got up early so we could be fr ont of the queue for the zeroing
range, as early as we were, it was only 10 mins before another
unit joined us in the queue. 2 hrs later when the range finally
opened the queue was quite long.  Happy that the weapons
where zeroed, we went to the Henley range for a practice of the
Whitehead.

When we arrived at the range, we where told that a 500m run had
been added to the start of the shoot and unless you arrived at the
range in under 3 mins, there would be a penalty.  Not carrying the
full 7.5kg in our webbing and fr esh, in took us around 6 mins to
complete, leading to suspicions that it may have been a little
more than 500m. Having recovered from the Whitehead, we went
to practise FIBUA, but wer e told that we wer e too late. With little
else to practise, we went back to Pirbright for an evening meal.
Later the rest of our team arrived and it was time for the team
captain’s brief, while the rest of the team went to the bar .

On Saturday it was time for the r eal thing, with early shoots and
an even fuller cookhouse, we were up early to get onto the
ranges.  With Association first it was a good opportunity to
confirm our zero and get into the competition.  Next we went to
the FIBUA range, where half way through the 3rd practice, one of
our rifles developed a mechanical fault.  With this is mind, while
most of us were firing the Pistol Cup, some went to the armour er.
Once he had confirmed the fault and r ectified it, we got a new
squadding card.  Once pistol was over we went to the LSW range
for the ‘Gun Run’.  At one point in this shoot, you have 35 secs to
run 100m and then fire 16 shots in prone – it is a very fast shoot!
Once this was finished, we went to our last shoot for the day ,
Whitehead where we were happy to find that the distance had
been re-measured and much more agreeable.  Halfway through
the shoot it decided to hail; this made it dif ficult to see the
targets. Once this was over we reshot FIBUA.

On Sunday we went to Ash ranges for the last shoot of the
competition, Falling Plate, and our CO, RSM and shooting of ficer
arrived to watch. Unfortunately of our 3 teams, A and C wer e
against each other, while B was against 40 Regt, who would go
on to the Inter-Corps finals. Team A managed to get to the
Signals final, however they were knocked out by 40 Sig Regt.

In the end, A and B team came second in the Major Unit, Cpl
Downs won best female shot, and Cpl Cemlyn achieved best
Association score

SUPPORT (NORTH SOMERSET YEOMANRY) SQUADRON

OC Maj CM Dawes TD
SSM WO2(SSM) Jones

2009 continues in the same hectic pace fr om last year with the
Sqn supporting the Regt on the 2 Sig Bde Study Day , Regimental
Development Weekend (RDW) and Sqn Training Weekends.  The
Shooting Team are at Pirbright every other weekend in
preparation for the TA Skill at Arms Shooting Competition and the
LAD are busy practising for Ex SOUTHERN CRAFTSMAN, the
annual REME Military Skills Competition.

OPERATIONAL AWARD

Congratulations to SSgt(Art Veh) Jay Guthrie REME who
received the MBE in the recent Armed Forces Operations Award
list

EXERCISE LYNX MERCURY II HELD 6 – 8 MARCH 09

This was a Regimental Development Weekend held in Knook
Camp, the theme of which was trade training. The Sqn deployed
in force with the various cap-badges doing what they do best.:
The Medics manned the MI Room and pr ovided medical support
to the weekend, the REME LAD carried out training on vehicle
maintenance; the Chefs displayed their culinary skills in the main
cookhouse; the power generation and distribution teams carried
out training on operating and servicing generators and the newer
members of the Regt were given instruction on Basic Signalling
Skills.  In addition the operators and of ficers received training on
Reebok, courtesy of a guest appearance by members of 71 Sig
Regt. There was also an introduction to Bowman by Sgt Bir d of
94 (BY) Sig Sgn. 

The highlight of the weekend was a visit by the Master and
members of the Worshipful Company of Skinners, who pr esented
the Skinners Awards to the best male and female young soldier of
the year.  A good and worthwhile weekend was had by all.

EXERCISE WESSEX SHARPSHOOTER HELD 3 – 5 APRIL 09 
- by Sgt Phil Hall

Ex WESSEX SHARPSHOOTER took place in Rollestone Camp on
Salisbury Plain and gave the first opportunity of the new training
year for all soldiers to complete their Annual MATTs in order to
qualify for their Certificate of Ef ficency.  The weekend was
planned and executed by our SPSI, SSgt Chris Cant ably
assisted by SSgt Jay Guthrie MBE and Sgt Phil Hall.   

Everyone got up early on a bright and sunny Saturday morning,
keen and eager to get started. The range package was run by
SSgt ‘Butterbean’ Kelly assisted by SSgt Cant who was heard
to complain about not having any sun cr eam!  The navigation test

After the presentations, the First Warden, Pte Tanuku, LCpl McVeigh,
the Master, our Hon Col and the Beadle

The Regt Shooting team at CORPSOSC 2009
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was conducted by Sgt Phil Hall , Sgt Neil Raaf f ran the BCD and
CBRN testing was carried out by SSgt Pete Rendall .  The day
ran smoothly with a couple of exceptions: Sgt ‘Ski’ Stawr owski ,
a civilian bus driver took 4 attempts to cr oss a junction stalling
each time much to the amusement of the 15 passengers wher e
he was heard to say : “Transit mini-buses don’ t work like they
used to!”  The second clanger of the day was awar ded to Sgt Pat
Pocklington who turned up to go into the CBRN chamber
without her NBC Suit; she did however bring her CASSIM suit!

Sunday morning started with the Sqn 2IC boring us to death with
his version of MATT 6 – Values and Standards and the SSM
explaing his interpretation of these to a certain young lady , who
shall remain nameless, who got grassed up for kissing a barman
the previous night.  The CFT ably conducted by Cpl Luke Cemyn
was kept until last when the weather was at its hottest and near
enough everyone passed even after SSgt Cant changed the
route of the course, ensuring that it finished uphill!

All in all Ex WESSEX SHARPSHOOTER was a very enjoyable
weekend and although it was rumour ed that this was the best
organised MATTs weekend ever, it still had a sting in its tail, when
SSgt Guthrie MBE set off for Bristol in the ammo vehicle, only to
have left the ammo in the bunker and for Cpl Andy Badman to
quote:  “Not only do I have to carry you during the week, now at
weekends as well’ – but that’ s another story!

TA RECRUITS COURSE - by Sig Kyle Burns

TA solider recruit training now consists of 6 weekends down in
Exeter under the Regional Training Team and a further 2 week
course, which for our intake was at the Prince William of
Gloucester Barracks in Grantham Lincolnshire, a 3½ hour journey
by car from Bristol.  

On the first night, Cfn Craig W ookey and I arrived at Grantham
at approximately 2000hrs to be welcomed by our sect comds.  All
the instructors who wer e training and testing us were all very
experienced NCOs, indeed they were in fact regular instructors
from the Infantry School at Catterick, who wer e helping out just
for our intake due to staf f shortages. The usual administration
was squared away on the first night; we wer e allocated our bed,
CBRN, BCD and Weapon Handling revision booklets and most
importantly, our PAYD [pay as you dine] cards. These PAYD cards
were important as they allowed you to claim br eakfast, lunch and
dinner without paying. 

The first day of training started with the PFT 1½ mile run, which
thankfully most recruits were able to pass with pr etty much no
problems. Throughout the day we wer e tested on other basic
subjects such as map reading and BCD which wasn’ t too much
of a problem either due to the good level of training we had
received down at Exeter and at our unit on a Tuesday evening.
During the first week of the course, it was becoming appar ent
that we would spend most of our time r evising and going over the
various MATT training requirements and doing the actual tests
during the second week. 

The other big test that was looming on most r ecruits’ minds was
the CFT.  Prior to the final CFT endurance run, we were given 2
practice runs at 2 miles on separate days, with one being carried
out in the rain and the other in snow. The final CFT on the course
consisted of carrying 15kg for a duration of 4 miles. 

In between all this training, we also had a 2 day and 2 night ex
scheduled.  Unfortunately for our intake on the CMSR, our 2 night
ex was in fact cut short due to heavy snow fall and low
temperatures, which many of you may remember brought the
country to a halt back in February. The weather was so severe,
that one recruit threw in the towel completely and decided the T A
wasn’t for him and 3 other recruits had to be taken back to the
camp due to them showing the early signs of hypothermia.  Most
soldiered on however and with a stag duty of only 30 mins, we
were able to get a semi-good night sleep. Reports fr om our
SNCO indicated that it had in fact r eached minus 6 degrees
during one stage of the night. 

Before heading back to camp following our night ex, we wer e
tested on judging distances, observation and fir e manoeuvres.
Again the fire manoeuvres were made that little bit extra har der
due to the rock solid ground which was fr ozen, but nevertheless
we were under the watchful eyes of staf f that were experts on
such manoeuvres.  

The final week of training really concentrated on giving us
shooting practice at the live range at distances of 25m, 100m and
300m as well as various other shoots on the SAT [Small Arms
Trainer]. This shooting was carried out in dif ferent fire positions
[prone, seating, kneeling and standing].  Getting everyone through
the shooting was a little bit har der, as prior to the CMS(R) not
many recruits had been luckily enough to shoot but we eventually
got there in the end, and again everyone passed by the time we
did our final parade. 

A room, locker and kit inspection was carried out by the RSM,
but again this is no real need for concern if you prepare yourself,
as we were briefed by our NCOs as to what to expect.  Don’ t do
as one bright spark did and buy a brand new set of mess tins
from the NAAFI and hide the dirty ones, as the RSM soon picked
up on this when he found the dirty ones in their locker , hidden at
the back behind their t-shirts. Other strange things that wer e
found during the inspections wer e a bar of soap and a copy of
‘Nuts’, under a recruit’s blanket.  This had the complete r oom and
RSM in stitches.  

During the second week, we were also given talks about the
various options that would be available to us as serving TA
soldiers. These talks included information on the Royal British
Legion, becoming a TA Officer as well as the possibility of joining
the UK Special Forces (Reserves]. With most of our training
behind us and squared away, the next big thing ahead of us was
our final parade, which as a result of the bad weather was held
undercover in the MT hanger,. We spent about a day rehearsing
for the final parade, which we all felt was equally important as it
was our final test before becoming a fully trained TA solider. The
final parade itself was actually supported by the Band of the
Parachute Regiment which made those all important photos that
little more photogenic.  After the final parade we wer e able to
meet up with friends and family in the cookhouse and also say
our farewells to our instructors and friends that we had made on
the course before heading off on our separate ways. 

Sig Kyle Burns on the Range
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All in all the 2 week course was really good fun. The only piece of
advice I would give potential r ecruits is to be pr epared fitness
wise for the PFT and CFT as these 2 were a major headache for
most recruits, when in fact they should be the one thing that
everyone should be good at.  It is the one thing you can work on
alone. All the tests you do on the course ar e the same ones you
do down at Exeter, so there is no real need to worry.  Other
advice would be to take lots of coins for the washing machines
and dryers. There is no need to worry about food either , as the
food supplied by the cookhouse is suf ficient and there was also a
well stocked and r easonable priced NAAFI on camp which
catered for all our needs. Within my sect, we even ordered in
takeaway every night which boosted morale especially as most
nights we would be pr eparing and cleaning our kit until late in the
evening. 

Having completed all the basic training I can now look forwar d to
a 2 week camp in Gibraltar and my trade training in August as
well as getting involved in other weekends away with the Sqn.   I
would just like to end by saying thanks to all the instructors at 39
Sig Regt and at the Regional Training Centre in Exeter for helping
me get through all my basic training. 

57 (CITY & COUNTY OF BRISTOL) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Iain Sainsbury
SSM WO2(SSM) Ben Newby

EXERCISE LYNX WARRIOR III - by Sig Hartfield

For the last few years, our first major ex of the year has been an
infantry tactics based weekend and this year it was due to be in
Caerwent.  Having looked at the weather reports leading up to
the weekend and the snow falling on the Friday after noon, we
were still extremely disappointed to get a text thr ough explaining
that the ex was cancelled due to the danger ous conditions of the
roads and the risk of further snow and ice.  W e were now told
that we should pack for a weekend in the T AC and expect to do
det maintenance and some orders as a build up for our upcoming
annual camp, Ex MARBLE TOR, in Gibraltar.  Due to some people
being snowed in, the choice was given to arrive Friday evening or
Saturday morning. 

The Friday evening parade was taken and we were directed to
the garages to do some maintenance on the dets in pr eparation
for 2nd line inspections the next day .  Bright and early Saturday
morning, immediately after breakfast, we were put on shovel duty
to clear the snow that had fallen the pr evious evening – this broke
into shovelfuls of snow being thr own around the grounds. 

Once this was finished we started to setup our radio dets and
CSTs for testing and inspections. This involved setting up an
Inmarsat satellite dish on the snow cover ed roof so we could get
a signal.  Once the inspections where over, we packed down our
kit and moved to the lectur e room for revision on the orders
process. After tea we where given a briefing on Ex MARBLE TOR.
Once this was finished we went back into the lectur e room where
we were split into 3 groups and were given a full set of pl orders
for a deliberate attack and tasked to pr oduce models and then to
write out a set of sect or ders ready for presentation on Sunday.
Once the orders were written we went to the bar for a social and
pizza was ordered.

On Sunday morning after breakfast, the carefully prepared orders
where given.  Each member of the group presented one heading
of the orders template to the r est of the group, while the OC,
SSM, and Lt Peters observed.  Once the orders were finished
they gave constructive criticism.

Once over, some members of the Sqn had Penman trailer training
while the rest of the Sqn cleaned weapons, having first put
together a 12 x 12 the SQMS had mysteriously found.

All in all it was a very productive weekend. Maintenance and
important inspections wer e completed and we still got a bit of the
training we would have received from the original ex, although

some would have definitely pr eferred to do building clearance
and vehicle patrols while fighting the UOTC acting as enemy.

94 (BERKSHIRE YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Vince Connelly TD
SSM WO2(SSM) Matt Chapman

EXERCISE CASTLE BOWMAN

94 (BY) Sig Sqn got a head start on their impending
Bowmanisation by taking a trip to Gibraltar Barracks, home of the
Royal Engineers. We were taken through the COMBAT planning
system and following this, we had some excellent intr oductory
training on the Land Rover-Based Training Aids, showing us the
full and light Bowman fits. Our (soon to be an Aussie) Tech PSI,
Sgt Mark T urner ran an excellent pub quiz on Saturday night,
although it was a little mor e subdued than Friday night!

EXERCISE CASTLE UZI

The new Bounty Year means we start MATTs again. Friday night
set the tone, with a very complete set of weapon handling tests
by LCpl Hurst . In the morning, it was off to Pirbright camp for a
day of ranges with SSgt Andy Smith and BCDT under LCpl
Bater and Sig Payne , ably assisted by SuT Bowman as the
casualty. The day’s training was rounded out by a very cheeky
CFT under Sgt Searle and LCpl Carter – they were some steep
hills!

Back at Windsor, we turned ourselves around into Mess Kit and
Blues for the Berkshire Yeomanry Old Comrades Association
Dinner. An excellent evening with the old and bold r egaling the
serving members with tales from the olden days. They got to
hear about the current BY due to a broad-ranging speech fr om
the CO, Lt Col Lankaster . The dinner was also a chance to say
goodbye to the old SSM, WO2 Chapman , who is hanging up his
green kit after long and sterling service and there was a chance
to welcome the new SSM, WO2 Dean who proudly donned his
BY mess jacket with its new badge that evening.

The weekend was topped of f with the final MATT for the
weekend, discussing How Far, How Steep, etc. The How Steep
was pointed out to LCpl Carter as a point to note for futur e
CFTs!    

LCpl Seller, Cpl Kane and Sig Willcox writing their Orders
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CO Lt Col SJ McConnell
RSM WO1(RSM) P Coates

The last few months have been busy for the Regt with numer ous
visitors, running the Bde Driving Course, Of ficer/WO training,
winning the NISAAM and Corps SAAM and organising a Staff
Ride to Austwitzch for 30 soldiers fr om the Regt.  On top of this
the Regt is preparing to deploy on Op TOSCA next year.  We
currently have approx 160 volunteers from within our Regt alone
and we will be supplemented by other soldiers fr om NI.

VISIT BY COMD 2 (NC) SIGNALS BRIGADE

Brig Hargr eaves visited Clonaver Park TAC on 24 March 09 to
participate in an action packed pr ogramme.  First he was
whisked off for a working tour ar ound Belfast City Centre
accompanied by the CO, Lt Col McConnell and numerous
Permanent Staff, guided by a local tour guide.  Even the NRPS
staff, some of whom have lived in Belfast for the last 50 years
managed to learn a fact or two! This was topped of by a spin on
the Belfast Eye and yet another bite to eat in a local r estaurant.
Then came the real reason for the visit, the TA Training Evening.
The Comd was able to observe the trg within the Regt and watch
Cpl Burgess at his work mummifying his causalities. After a brief
update by Maj Skinner on our Op TOSCA planning and a brief
on recruiting by Capt Keith Dowell MBE , the Comd kindly
agreed to be our Presenting Officer at a medal parade.  Eight
Volunteer Reserve Service Medal (VRSMs) and 2 clasps were
awarded. The VRSM is only awarded to those soldiers who in a
continuous 10 year period have been efficient in at least 8 of
them, i.e. completed their MATTs and attended an annual camp
each year – this is no easy achievement when juggling a full time
civilian job and a family. The clasp to the VRSM is awarded for a
further 5 years efficient service on top of the VRSM.  After the
Parade we all retired to the JRC for a curry supper – food is a
common theme when the Adjt writes the visit pr ogramme!

PERMANENT STAFF TEAM BUILDING DA Y

What better way to spend the COPF then a day at the Go-Karting
track in Ballymena.  The QM, Maj Wright-Jones kindly agreed to
organise a day of fun for all the Reg, NRPS and FTRS personnel
in the Regt and what was even better was that it cost us very
little! The day started at the indoor race track with lots of friendly
banter as to who would be the eventual winner and who would
be the ultimate ‘Miss Daisy’.  The QM wr ongly had confidence in
his own driving ability and not for the first time, stated that he
would be crowned champion by the end of the day .  

The racing consisted of a number of heats and was very slickly
run. The Ops Maj, Maj Andr ew White seemed to storm ahead

but sadly peaked too early.  The CO, Lt Col McConnell showed
his competitive side and pr oceeded to go for the body count
option.  The eventual winner was Sgt George from Limavady and
the award for the most cautious went to Capt Chris Davis , PSAO
85 Sig Sqn.  After a buffet lunch we went for a tour ar ound
Bushmills Whiskey Distillery, with a bit of arm twisting, a few took
part in the whiskey tasting test.

BRITISH ARMED FORCES MOTORING ASSOCIA TION
(BAFMA) - by Maj I Kyle

The Regimental BAFMA team were again successful in the Armed
Forces Driving Championship Ex ROADMASTER. The ex was
held at Catterick training area and crews representing all 3
Services from the UK and Germany as well as the Dutch Army
took part over the period 14 – 16 November .  Competing against
very strong competition, the team of Maj Ian Kyle , Mr Billy L yle,
Sig Lee Priestly , Sig Kevin McGuinness , Cpl Billy Kane and
OCdt Cooksey (CEUOTC)finished 1st Expert, 1st Royal Signals,
1st Northern Ireland, 1st Scatter and 1st Orienteering. Cpl Billy
Kane and Ocdt Cooksey were part of the CEUOTC team that
won the team prize.

In February the Regt entered Ex SCOTTISH ROVERat
Garelochhead.  Led by Maj Kyle and very ably supported by Cpl
Billy Kane , LCpl Alex Donaldson , Sig Ian Frame , Sig James
Trotter , Cfn Gary Annan , Cfn Matt Holmes , Cfn Kyle Patton ,
Mr Billy L yle and Mr Peter McLean , 3 out of the 5 crews won
awards.  Maj Kyle and Mr Lyle were 6th overall and 1st Northern
Ireland, Cfn Gary Annan and Cfn Kyle Patton (on their first
event) were 3rd Beginner and Sig Ian Frame and Sig James
Trotter were awarded “Spirit of the Event” for r efusing to give up
when lost (several times) and continuing to finish a very
demanding event.

REGIMENTAL SHOOTING TEAM 2009 - by Sgt Gordon

CORPOSC2009 27 – 29 MARCH AND NISAAM2009 3 – 5
APRIL

The CORPSOSC in Pirbright and NISAAM in Ballykinler came
very close together this year, falling on consecutive weekends.
With the focus on retaining our title and status, family and loved
ones had to take a back seat for a few months as our
commitment to the training and competition came first.
Needless to say the hard work paid of f. The newest addition to
the team was Sig Philip Wilson from 69 Sqn Limavady and from

40th (ULSTER) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
BELFAST

The Medal Recipients proudly showing off their VRSMs

The winning unit BAFMA team
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day one, he showed amazing potential.  40 Sig Regt have
produced 6 Best Young Soldier (under 2 years service) in the last
5 years and this year saw Sig Gary Beattie winning the trophy at
CORPSOSC for the second time and Sig Wilson beating him by
3 points to win the title at NISAAM.

The team composition changed this year for both competitions,
calling for some major last minute r e-organisation. There were a
few amendments to PAM20 Competition Shooting thr own in for
good measure and the 500m approach march within 3 mins for
the Henry Whitehead Cup was a shock to most people
especially with body armour on!

The team performed well from the off and throughout the
day, winning 11 of the 13 trophies.  As usual the grand
finale saw our team win the Royal Signals Falling Plate final
again this year.

Congratulations to Sig Darran Alexander who won
Champion Shot at both CORPSOSC and NISAAM, after
missing out last year due to faulty tar gets on the ETR
range!  Sig Beattie wasn’t as lucky this year but still
managed to win the LSW Gun Run and Best Young
Soldier.  We had 5 of the team in the top 6 shoot of f on
Sunday morning and I have to admit I was a bit
disappointed not to fill that 6th place.

Another excellent CORPSOSC under the direction of Maj
Kell and administered by 32 Sig Regt.

The NISAAM competition was my last weekend with the
shooting team and thankfully ended on a high. Apart fr om
putting in some good scor es on the day it was great to
see 40 Sig Regt lifting most of the tr ophies – 11 in total.  A

big thank you to all those who gave up their bounty weekend to
come and shoot on the teams, a good ef fort all round.  

A lot has been achieved over the last few years and I have many
good memories, winning all the tr ophies at CORPSOSC and
NISSAM and making it into the Top 50 at Bisley last year.  Our
strength will be in the training and development of our young
soldiers and with the team now qualified for T ASAM09, maybe
this year 40 Sigl Regt can push 3PWRR and 7Scots into 2nd and
3rd place!  Good Luck Boys!   

Almost a clean sweep again this year at the CORPSOSC!

71st (YEOMANR Y) SIGNAL REGIMENT
BEXLEYHEA TH

CO Lt Col T Allen
RSM WO1(RSM) N Pollitt

REGIMENTAL MANAGEMENT DA Y - by Sgt D Long

A bright sunny March morning in London and where would you
rather be, in green and in work or in civvies and in London?  No
contest really and the first of a series of forthcoming Regimental
Management days aimed at further developing the cohesion of
the Regular, NRPS and PA Tp staff of the Regt had begun. The
staff met up in Wellington Barracks, prior to commencing the
morning tour of military monuments ar ound Hyde and Green
Park. 

The tour started off with the only non-military monument, the Bali
Monument. This was chosen to illustrate why the armed for ces
are currently engaged in war against terror.  The military aspect of
the tour began with both Capts Naylor and Wadley explaining
the Guards Monument in great detail inclusive of the shrapnel
scars suffered during bombing in the WW2.

We then continued on our way covering the Duke of York
Column, the Royal Artillery Monument (Boer War), The Canada
Monument, Commonwealth Monument, W ellington Arch, New
Zealand Monument, a Monument to the now disbanded Machine
Gun Corps, the Wellington Monument, the Australian Monument
and finally finishing the morning tour at the Animals of War
Memorial. 

The morning tour paid tribute to the memory of the contribution
made by soldiers past and pr esent reminding us all of their
sacrifice and of the commitment we made when joining the Army .

Once the morning tour had finished, we adjour ned for a well
earned lunch. The lunch again provided an excellent forum to

discuss Regimental issues in an informal setting.  Issues that
sometime are resolved by the impersonal E-Mail system. We left
lunch truly bonded.

We then moved en masse through the London underground for
the afternoon tour of the Houses of Parliament.  For some it was
the first time they had bought an Under ground ticket which
provided an opportunity for some good humour ed banter. 

Once we arrived at the Houses of Parliament we were met by Mr
Joef f Bolldock who gave us the VIP treatment and fast tracked
us through security.

Mr Bolldock then provided us with both an entertaining and
informative tour of The Houses of Parliament. This was followed
by the opportunity to listen to debates in both Houses which
proved to be informative and entertaining.  It was an opportunity
for all members of staf f to gain an insight in to the workings of
Parliament and its distinguished history .  Many thanks to Mr
Bolldock for providing the perfect end to a very beneficial day for
the Regular, NRPS and PA Tp Members of 71 Sig Regt. 

LONDON DISTRICT ORIENTEERING CHAMPIONSHIP 
- by Sgt R Jopling

On a cold long day in March, members of the Regt pr epared
themselves for glory.  The event they were about to depart upon
would take them far away fr om their loved ones and would mean
a great sacrifice to all involved.  What are we talking about, it’ s
only the London District Orienteering Championship!  With our
Ron Hills at the ready and a crazy assortment of long sleeved
tops we departed for Bar ossa Training area.  Reaching the
staging area was in itself a monumental task of “of f-roading” in
white fleet (don’t tell the MTWO) and then fighting through the
hordes of willing volunteers. 
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The team consisted of the CO, Lt Col Allen , WO1 (RSM) Neil
Pollitt , SSgt Billy Matthews , Sgt Ray Jopling and Cpl Ross
Nugent .  So off we set with the aim to r each as many check
points within 1 hour.  Through dense and marshy land we raced
to find the illusive orange markers, some were very well hidden
(sadistic organisers).  With the 1 hour cut off time approaching we
all made our weary way back to the finishing point, without a
single second lost (those time appr eciation lessons have paid
off!). 

And so came the time to get our scor es.  The prognosis did not
look good, doubt started to cr eep in, would we need to hold our
heads in shame?  All competitors wer e rounded up and the
results for individual prizes announced first, disappointingly (but
unsurprisingly) 71 had no winners.  Finally the runners up for
London District Major unit wer e announced, again no surprises
we received no mention.  With heavy hearts the team were set to
applaud the glorious winners and then sheepishly make a hasty
exit.  The announcement came “….and the winners of the London
District Major Unit Orienteering championship ar e 71st (Yeomanry)
Signal Regiment”.  Applause was loud and the team all looked at
each other, a comment from the crowd was: ”They don’ t look
happy to have won”, when in fact we wer e all showing Signs and
Symptoms of shock.  W e graciously accepted our awar ds and
returned to the Regt as conquering heroes ready for the next task
of taking on the whole Corps at the Corps Orienteering
championship.

47 (MIDDLESEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj MPN Smith
SSM WO2(SSM) M Gilfrin

The tempo has remained high during the last months thr ough a
combination of Sqn and Regt exs, courses, r ecruiting and
adventure training. Congratulations go to Sigs Peter Briton , Attoi
Brown , Wayne Edwar ds, Ben Herbert , Ben Hirsch , Louise
Jeary and Nathan Mayer in passing their RTC courses in
December and January. The Sqn tradition of achieving tr ophies
on courses continued with Sig Herbert getting the top shot
award in January and has quickly joined the Regt shooting team,
where expectations are high. 

Trade training continues to take pr ecedence for the Sqn as we
continue to ensure that all Tps are confident with the equipment
in hand, so more congratulations go to Sigs Anthony Malcomb ,
Rosie Ewbank , Louise Jeary and Attoi Briton for passing their
Class 3 Trade courses in January.

The seniors have been working hard as well and SSgt Paula
Hunter’ s efforts in the Sqn recruiting cell have resulted in over 20
new recruits being attested during the last 2 months. Her ef forts
have paid off both in terms of the Sqn str ength increasing and her
well deserved promotion to SSgt. The expectations ar e that she

will double the numbers of those attested in forthcoming months!
Further congratulations go to SSgt Sophie Spittle for her
promotion which comes well deserved particularly after her har d
work at getting the Sqn Dets up to scratch.

The Sqn’s military training remains exciting as SPSI SSgt Dave
Stedman continues to thr ow diverse and realistic scenarios at the
Tps.  Ex YEOMAN WARRIOR 3 at Longmoor Camp in March saw
Sqn personnel in conjunction with 68 (ICCY) Sig Sqn start military
skills training in preparation for Ex MARBLE TOR in July 2009. 

With a thrilling scenario prepared by Sqn Ops Officer, Capt Alex
Orr , and SSgt Stedman , the green fleet deployment into the field
was a first for many newer soldiers. The ‘friendly platoon’
commanded by Lt Gary Taylor quickly disappeared into the
murky darkness of the Longmoor woods leaving a Sqn CP to be
cammed up by the Sqn Ops team with varying degr ees of
success.  WO2 Dave Lambert and Sgt Ian Lane demonstrated
that they were well trained in draping cam despite a lack of tent
pegs…

A series of realistic Op HERRICK style scenarios kept the ‘friendly
platoon’ busy for the duration of the weekend as they went fr om
situation to situation setting up VCPs, r escuing casualties from
mine strikes and engaging an enemy which consisted of SSgt
Stedman , WO2(SQMS) ‘Chesh’ Cheshir e and Cpl Pat
Coleman. 

The weekend drew to an exciting close when Sqn members
mounted a tunnel asslt on the Longmoor COIN complex to attack
a previously identified enemy position. Lessons wer e clearly
learned by all about moving in confined spaces with Lt Taylor
discovering that being short didn’ t necessary mean it was easier
to crawl through tunnels particularly if taller members of his
platoon were going first!  However, the platoon eventually got to
their assaulting position and mounted a first class attack on the
enemy stronghold causing the Sqn 2IC, Capt Mike Curtis-Rouse
and WO2(SSM) Marc Gilfrin to withdraw tactically when all was
lost.

By the time the weekend was over and the move back to
Uxbridge was almost complete it was clear that all had had
another excellent weekend courtesy of the Sqn Ops team and
we’re looking forward to the next. 

The Sqn was very sad to say goodbye to PSAO Capt David
Gibson at the end of March 2009 as he finished his tenure with
the Sqn after a lengthy period of service.  We wish him the best
for the future and will miss his energy and passion during
everything that he did with the Sqn.  The Sqn is pleased to
welcome the new PSAO, Capt David Naylor and looks forward
to introducing the concept of the Middlesex Y eomanry to him!

WO1 Pollitt, SSgt Matthews, Cpl Nugent, 
Lt Col Allen and Sgt Jopling. 

The London District Major Unit Orienteering champions 2009
Sig Rosie Ewbank and Cpl John Palmer talk with a local at a VCP
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EXERCISE PHOENIX COCKNEY SLIDE 2009 
- by Capt MF Curtis-Rouse

January 2009, saw the annual Regt alpine skiing ex commence.
Twenty personnel from the Regt headed out to Chatel in France
to engage in 5 days of tuition, assessment and excitement. 

On arrival at the self catering chalet, which given the low ceiling
upstairs was clearly built for midgets, the majority of the
personnel decided it was a good time to catch up on some sleep.
This left Capt Alex Orr , the self nominated G4 guru, to sort the
menu out for the week and mor e importantly, the shopping. The
pound v the euro meant that the menu was going to be a little
more simple than some expected, a lack of truf fle oil seemed to
cause much distress…

Whilst the exchange rate was cruel, the snow was being kind,
with a fresh drop of over two metr es literally days before. With the
arrival of the rest of the group, which included the chief instructor ,
WO1(RSM) Neil Pollitt , the training proper could commence.
After kit and ski pass issue, all personnel paraded at the top of
the main ski lift on the first of the 5 training days. T echnically it
should have been quite simple but many people who had
indicated that they could ski seemed to be having some
significant issues with button lifts. 

A quick warm up, led to the ski of f where skiers were allocated a
group according to ability. Under the guidance of the 3
instructors, Lt Olly Gleave from 31 Sig Regt, WO1(RSM) Pollitt
and Sgt Mar cus Harriott from Oxford UOTC, skiers were placed
by how well they could ski down a short Blue. 

The ability of the group dictated the type of ski pass they had,
either large piste area or small. The advanced group under
instruction from Sgt Harriott saw the advance group make tracks
across the mountain in the main ski resort.  A combination of
fearlessness, energy and possibly a lack of self pr eservation
ensured that Sgt Jack Stabler maintained his position at the
front of the group; though this invariably meant that his favour ed
stopping mechanism was falling over! 
The Adjt, Capt Ian Kirk on the other hand found himself to have
an affinity for trees and other green features and much hilarity
ensured as a result. 

Meanwhile the intermediate group worked hard under the
instruction of the RSM and got miles under their skis, despite the
antics of RAO, Maj Billy Swanson who seemed to have a
condition similar to Sgt Stabler with the minor dif ference that he
struggled with the concept of tur ning. This was no impediment to
the rest of his group as they invariably descended en masse
down the piste!  2Lt Alex Taffs chose an outfit based on a ninja
theme and was utterly unmissable

At the same time the beginners group was characterised by Cpl
‘Manny’ Ghandi who spent most of his time either tur ning or
thinking of new ways to make dinner each night, LCpl ‘Crazy’
Crane who’d never skied befor e at all and found the concept of
ski lifts a really fun one, SSgt Paula Hunter who thought that her
prior experiences of skiing with an OTC wer e challenging and
finally the CO Lt Col Allen who was coming to the conclusion
that the Regt skiing party was a menagerie of lunatics…

The progress during the week was excellent due to the patience,
perseverance and good humour of the instructors and the gelling
together of all personnel. The weather was remarkably kind to us
and mild temperatures ensured that the snow was excellent to ski
on. The advanced group refined their skills considerably during
the week. The intermediate group went in leaps and bounds,
literally for many of them, with the majority securing their AP A
awards and equally the beginners group did very well, with LCpl
Crane going from being a complete beginner to trying to keep up
with some of the speed demons in the intermediate gr oup.

The week concluded with pr esentations to LCpl Crane for most
improved skier and best effort shown to SSgt Jacky Morse.
Grateful thanks go to Lt Gleave , WO1(RSM) Pollitt and Sgt

Harriott for acting as instructors and ensuring that the ex was a
success.

68 (ICCY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj JA Evans
SSM WO2(SSM) Healey

EXERCISE SNOW FOX XIV - by Sig Christine Markham

In January 2009, 7 serving (and some former) members of the
Squadron deployed to compete in the annual Inter -Yeomanry
Downhill Ski Championships in the lively resort of Verbier, in
Switzerland.  We only had a day to get our ski legs on (and to find
the best après-ski) before 3 days of intensive lessons began with
the Swiss Ski School.  They took us down r eds and blacks like
The Tortin that none of us would have dar ed do otherwise.  And it
was really hard work!  I was so glad that we could ski within
metres of our chalet door. 

The best days were the Ski Orienteering Day and the Downhill
Slalom Day.  It probably didn’ t help that the competition started
the morning after the night befor e, when the chalet staff had had
their night off and Chef got some of us to muck in because the
CO was coming to visit!  That was the best food we had all week
though – well done LCpl Michael !   Our orienteering teams were
mixed up so that we had good skiers and beginners all together .
The idea was good – but there were some interesting variations.
We had to orienteer up the chairlifts and negotiate our way into
the cable cars with 3 helium balloons, which wasn’ t best.  More
hot air, the guys said, but hey!  They had them too.  OK, so we
didn’ t win, but we didn’ t come last either.  The Slalom was a
closer run thing.  Capt Barker pulled the cat out of the bag and
came in 4th.  And even Maj Evans stormed into 9th place.  The
rest of us seemed to get mor e sedate timings, even though it felt
to us like we were going like the clappers at the time!

Am I going again next year?  You bet I am!

70 (ESSEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj K Humphries
SSM WO2(SSM) R Pieper

With Christmas becoming a distant memory and the first Sqn
maintenance weekend completed, we r eadied ourselves for Ex
PHOENIX TRAINER, the first Regimental weekend of the year.  It
was also the first Regimental ex for our new CO, Lt Col Tim
Allen .  It is true to say that there was a little apprehension from
the troops, particularly when the ex dr ew near and we were
subjected to the worst snow fall in the south east for nearly 20
years!

68 (ICCY) Sig Sqn ski party
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The ex began with all the Sqn’s comms assets making a tactical
deployment to the Cinque Ports Training Area.  This was
conducted after staging thr ough a “rolling replen” set up by 265
Sp Sqn.  

During Saturday there was the chance for some centralised
training for the operators, while the Sqn comd teams got to grips
with some Equipment Care policy under the direction of
SSgt(FofS) Greg Blezar d. It was a good shake out for everyone
and highlighted the areas we need to concentrate on prior to the
next Regimental deployment. 

At the beginning of March, the Sqn carried out its annual military
skills training weekend, Ex ICHABOD VIPER.  This year’s ex was
organised by Sgt Ian Brazier and concentrated mainly on
defensive ops.  Following a round robin of refresher training a pl
harbour was occupied under the dir ection of 2Lt Alex Taffs and
Sgt John Laskey .  A flurry of activity followed, with digging of
shell scrapes, positioning of trip flar es and interesting
entanglements of cam string designed undoubtedly to catch out
the DS (unsuccessfully I might add).  

A MATTS training weekend was completed late in February,
which saw elements of the Sqn deploy to Fingerinhoe Ranges,
Colchester and Harlow TAC.  Pre and post deployment saw Sgt
Dennis Long demonstrating how not to open a Mk IV Manifold
lock on the bunker and had to r esort to asking the Ops Of ficer
and OC for assistance.  Sgt Long has subsequently been booked
on his Mk IV Manifold lock r emedial course in April at Blandford
a.k.a SCLM!

We say goodbye to Maj Julian Picton who has handed the baton
of command to Maj Kirk Humphries .  Maj Picton has moved to
RHQ as the Regimental 2IC so we hope he will look down on us
favourably from his new lofty position!

The DComd 2 (NC) Sig Bde, Col Mark Smith TD visited the Sqn
at Chelmsford TA Centre in March.  This visit was well received
from both sides and culminated in the pr esentation of VRSM
medals to Sgt Jack Stabler and LCpl Tim ‘T ruf fle’ Brayshaw on
completion of 10 years service in the Territorial Army.  Well done
to both! 

Sadly we have had to say goodbye to our civilian admin of ficer,
Margar et Nutbeam who retires from the civil service.  Margaret
has worked in the Sqn of fice for 20 years and has helped
everyone in the Sqn at some point.  She has been totally
committed to her work and always shown immense inter est in the
unit and we know she will keep in touch.  W e all wish Margar et
and her Husband John all the best for a long and happy
retirement as they sail off into the sunset in a canal narrow boat!

265 (KCLY) SP SQN (SHARPSHOOTERS) 

OC Maj A Chur ch
SSM WO2(SSM) A Keeble

Following a successful start to the year, 265 Sp Sqn joined up
with the rest of the Regt on Ex PHOENIX TRAINER4 at the start
of February. The weekend got off to a bad start when the weather
turned against us before we even rolled out of the gates.
However some slick driving skills saw the Sqn r each Park Farm
just before 2300hrs on the Friday.  Meanwhile the advance party
managed to set up the Echelon at St Martin’ s Plain Camp, under
the watchful eye of Capt Andy Chur ch, in order to supply the
Regt with its requirements for the duration – well, one or two
minor things may have got overlooked but who needs hexi-
burners anyway! After near blizzard conditions on Friday night,
the weather steadily improved. The remainder of the ex
progressed without too many dramas and gave a chance for det
comds to enhance their deployment drills, LCpl Jonathan Moor e
in particular showed of f his skill in camming up vehicles.  For the
Reebok crew it was a chance to get some valuable hands on
experience under the guidance of Sgts Georgie Keogh and Ray
Jopling .  Over 100 officers and soldiers tur ned up for the ex, with
265 Sp Sqn providing half of this number.  Morale remained high
and a lot of the soldiers wer e glad to be back out in field
conditions after a long br eak. Our drills were a bit rusty and the
tear down drills need a bit of work but generally it was a good ex
for the Sqn.

The ex finished early on the Sunday morning in order that the
Regt could recover to its various TA Centres and get ready for the
ECI which was due to start the very next day . The hard effort put
in by the Sqn and Regt throughout the year ensured that we
achieved a very well earned “green”. Well done to everyone for
their hard work.

The rest of February provided the Sqn with the opportunity for
individual achievement.  Under the guidance of Capt James
Greenrod, Cpl Martin Car ey and Sig Pippa Horton set off for
the first of many weekends to train for this year’ s Lanyard Trophy.
LCpl Jonathan Moor e and Sig Stuart Hill joined the Regt’s
shooting team.  LCpl Graham Fr ench and Pte Andy Turner
successfully completed their HGV driving course. 

The beginning of March saw the Sqn deploy to Hankley Common
for some special to arm training. WO2(YofS)(V)) Mark Gittins and
SSgt Stuart Ridgwell put Comms Tp thr ough a basic HF ex,
while Sgt Jason Bontoft put the EDs through their paces.
Elsewhere SSgt Kev Har ding led the REME in preparation for Ex
SOUTHERN CRAFTSMAN at the end of April, while Capt Sean
Wardle provided medical training for the r est of the Med Det. The
weekend really showed the diversity of the Sqn and the range of
skills it possesses. 

The month ended with Capt Alex Downing , Cpl Pete Alsop and
Pte Andy Turner joining up with former OC, Maj Keith W rate, at
his new unit, the Royal Devonshire Yeomanry, out on Salisbury

Col Mark Smith TD, DComd 2 (NC) Sig Bde presenting Sgt
Stabler with his VRSM

Maj Julian Picton presenting a grandfather clock gift from the
Regiment to Mrs Margaret Nutbeam
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Plain. They spent a weekend learning anti-ambush drills and
setting ambushes for their infantry counterparts. 

The last couple of months have also seen a plethora of new
recruits walk through the door thanks to some active r ecruiting
led by our PSAO, Capt Steve Slaney , and LCpl Steve Williams .
The books are now full but we still have plenty of people queuing
up to join. This may have something to do with the curr ent
economic climate we find ourselves in, or it could be because the
profile of the TA has been raised due to the number of TA100
events last year and also because of the publicity Reserves
Forces have received due to the number of TA soldiers deploying
on ops overseas.  Either way, 265 Sp Sqn is looking very healthy
at the moment and the futur e looks bright.  

After more than 3 years at the helm, the new training year sees
the current OC, Maj Simon Palmer hand over command to Maj
Andy Chur ch. We wish Maj Palmer , his wife Freda and his
family all the best for his next adventur e and Maj Chur ch all the
best in his new posting. Maj Palmer hands over command of the Squadron to Maj Church

NEWS FROM THE SQUADRONS

1 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (215)

TIDWORTH
OC Maj RDW Rumsey
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Watts

EXERCISE FIRST JUMP AT BRIGADE MAIN HQ
- by Cpl Butler

Ex FIRST JUMP was the first major ex of the year for the Sqn
and the first ex with the new Bde Comd, Brigr Ur ch OBE. It was
designed to test not only ourselves but also the Bde staf f at their
ability to plan ops fr om a deployable HQ in the field.  No plan
survives first contact with the enemy as they say and this was no
exception.  Troubled by heavy snow for the majority of the initial
week and with a few ex location pr oblems, Sabre Tp (Bde Main)
finally rolled out of the garages 3 days later than planned and to a
completely dif ferent location than was originally planned, mostly
due to 3 ‘no go’ r oute recces conducted by the ‘war dodgers’,
Capt Chris Goslin and SSgt Paul Smith .  Once in location, the
usual job began of setting up 1 Mech Bde Main in the field along
with its entire admin infrastructure, which is no small task as well!
This does not just mean setting up a few tents but also clearing
mass amounts of snow to lay r olla-trak flooring, digging a path
for the Staff to walk along and the usual giant cam net!  By this
point after a few hours in, LCpl Mar c Howland was a well and
truly broken man.  In true Sabre Tp fashion everybody took
advantage of his fragile state although in truth no one else saw
the funny side of deploying into snow drifts.

Once the main build was finished the ‘titivation’ began which, as
any member of the Tp will tell you, is a build in itself with
numerous changes being made before the Staff arrived.  Once
they did a few days later, they received the opening brief from the
COS and began working and making even more changes.  From
this point on it was just a case of keeping them comfortable and
as happy as can be in freezing conditions!  It was all about
keeping the gas heaters filled and fixing any faults that occurr ed
with Bowman.  This phase of the ex lasted 5 days during which
time the Tp was getting well practised with Bowman, keeping the
HQ standing in high winds during the night shift, being
reacquainted with the staf f and getting used to how the new Bde
Comd conducted his business.

Once the Comd was happy with putting his staf f through their
paces, ENDEX was called and everyone debriefed.  As you can
imagine this part takes a lot less time to complete than the
beginning with everyone looking forwar d to getting home.  

Despite the conditions this was not such a bad ex and will
definitely stick in all our minds for a long time to come.  W e all
look forward to exs in the summer!

EXERCISE FIRST JUMP AT LIGHT FORWARD HQ
- by Cpl Hedges

After a couple of weeks of hard work preparing our dets for the
long awaited Ex FIRST JUMP, the good old British weather set in
with the worst snow storms to be seen in 18 years.  Although this
temporarily brought Britain and our deployment to a grinding halt,
we eventually got the green light to deploy.

Once in location, the lads set to work in building the Lt Fwd HQ
complex, clearing the snow as they went, usually in the form of
some well aimed snowballs.  Morale was not crushed due the
intense cold and the lads passed the time by building igloos and
also did a little bit of comms!  After a couple of days of settling in
to ‘arctic’ conditions, the sun came come out to allow mor e
accessible conditions on the r oads, although a lot muddier than
usual.  After the Tp had a couple of briefings as to what would be
happening, we all packed up and moved to a new location, this
time happily in a barn, leaving the dreaded cam net to be packed
away for the remainder of the ex!

The plan was for the Armd Radio Rebroadcast Det to set up on
Sidbury Hill as it was still too snowy for the wheeled one to r each
the summit. The Lt Fwd HQ was to move west and set up at
Baden Down farm, in a luxurious cosy little bar n and out of the
harsh cold.

After a couple more days of sitting it out waiting for the snow to
thaw, the wheeled Rebroadcast det finally got the go to move,
which they were longing for.  They were to be co-located with the
armour on top of Sidbury and despite the scepticism of certain
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individuals, the Land Rover had no problems in reaching the top.
It was at this point that the Staf f were pushed forward to operate
from Lt Fwd HQ for the first time in living history and with the
arrival of the new Bde Comd, the HQ became a whirlwind of
activity; culminating in a lot of shell shocked faces and a
significant number of changes to the setup after he left!

Despite the big freeze, cold conditions and fr equent moves, Ex
FIRST JUMP turned out to be a massive success with everyone
enjoying themselves in the uncomfortable conditions.

4 RIFLES INFANTRY SUPPORT TEAM - by Cpl Robinson

After being called into the Tp of fice on a cold February day, LCpl
Lou Roberts , Sig Craig McT aggart and Sig Liam Todd and I
found ourselves detached to 4 RIFLES as an Infantry Support
Team (IST) for their proposed deployment to Afghanistan as the
Election Surge Force for the upcoming Afghan Pr esidential
elections.  Immediately on our arrival into 4 RIFLES, we were
dispersed throughout the BG and were all given different roles. I
found myself embedded in BG Main HQ as part of the CIS Pl,
LCpl Roberts is part of the CO’s Tac HQ and the two Sigs were
placed into the Rifle Coys as part of their individual sigs det.

Our first few weeks have mainly consisted of OPTAG training in
Bulford and Lydd where the range package was very different
from what any of us are used to.  The platoon house, vehicle anti-
ambush and top-cover shoots will stick with us all for some time.
The CIS Pl came away with a very good reputation having beaten
several Rifle Pls’ scores on the platoon house shoot, despite
having fewer numbers and no support weapons!

After completing the
OPTAG package, all of
the IST were sent on a
TACSAT instructor
course and were
immediately employed
to teach our new
found knowledge to
the rest of the 4
RIFLES BG.  This was
done during a cascade
training week in
Bulford, where the
entire BG made their
way through several
stands set up by the
CIS Pl, which included
HF comms, ECM and
TACSAT familiarisation
training.  The team are all very excited at the prospect of this op
tour to Afghanistan, especially given the diverse and fr ont line
roles they may well be employed in.  It is not what any of us
expected when we got posted to 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
(215) but it is exactly what we all joined the Royal Signals to do.

CORPS RUGBY 7s COMPETITION - by LCpl Wheatley

It all started with a Tag Rugby tournament for the Mercury Cup,
the inter-tp sports competition.  In the usual style, teams wer e

confirmed the day befor e and even half of the Sqn football squad
such as Cpl Jonny Hayes , LCpl ‘Catty’ Catson and Sig ‘Snebly’
Timoney were recruited (they were actually fairly good
considering their ‘kissball’ experience).  After a pr olonged wait,
the teams finally turned up and were accounted for.  A briefing by
Cpl ‘Hew’ Morris and LCpl Leigh Wheatley followed to explain
the ‘do’s and don’ ts’ such as general conduct, ‘gobbing of f’ at
the referee and the nature of the ‘no contact rules’ which
obviously got bent for certain personalities!

The competition was played in good rugby spirit with grudge
matches between Sabre Tp and Bengal Tp and SHQ Tp and
Support Tp which was the competition decider . SHQ Tp won with
just a few tries in it. The competition enabled us to select a squad
of players to represent the Sqn in the Corps inter-unit 7s.

And so it was that the selected squad departed for Blandfor d,
somewhat late thanks to WO2(YofS) Cox’ s mess up of the
minibus booking!  After a brief 10 min warm up, the team went on
the pitch against 11 Sig Regt B Team and decisively beat them.
Congratulations and high spirits all r ound, both of which wer e
relatively short lived after a close defeat against 3 (UK) Div HQ &
Sig Regt and being given an absolute thrashing by 10 Sig Regt.

At least we had finished 3rd in our group and therefore went on to
the knock phase where we came up against another very strong
Major unit team; 21 Sig Regt who wer e simply too well drilled for
us and we headed off into The Plate competition. The final match
was against 14 Sig Regt and the team seemed to be back on
form and although we finished with a flourish, we wer e beaten by
a single try!   A great effort by all the team but special mention
has to go to LCpl Leigh Wheatley for pulling the whole team
together and Pte ‘Legs’ Foster , our top try scor er and the only
other person to come away with no r eal injuries despite playing
the entirety of every match.  It was good to get out and compete
and the Sqn maintained its record for entering a team, if at all
possible, in all Corps sporting events.   

Sig ‘Liam’ Todd gives a lesson on
TACSAT to a confused looking member

of 4 RIFLES

The Sqn’s team hiding their injuries well: Cpl ‘JC’ Campbell, LCpl
‘Robbo’ Robertson, SSgt(YofS) ‘Grae’ Wootton, Capt ‘Chris’
Goslin, Cpl ‘Muzzy’ Issitt, Cpl ‘Barny’ Barnstaple, WO2 (YofS)
‘cowhead’ Cox, Pte ‘Fozzy’ Foster, LCpl ‘Leigh’ Wheatley, Sig

‘Carl’ Birtwhistle and Cpl ‘Jonny’ Hayes

4 MECHANIZED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (204)

CATTERICK
A/OC Maj S Richar ds
RSM WO1(RSM) Maylett

Life in Catterick has continued to gather pace as the Sqn hurtles
towards BATUS, closely followed by a rigorous pre-deployment
training package for Afghanistan.  During Mar ch, the Sqn OC,
Maj Paul Raymond Grif fiths , handed the baton to Maj Sally
Richar ds who took the helm after her UOR Procurements role in

Whitehall.  Furthermore, WO2(YofS) Mar cus Pollitt , the Bde
Yeoman, has left the Sqn to serve his final years in the Grenadier
Guards and his replacement WO2(YofS) Greg Cox will be with us
shortly.  WO2(YofS) Chris Alston , the Bowman Yeoman also
leaves the Sqn for Blandford, due to his success on the SSgt’ s
board.  Additional congratulations go to r ecently promoted SSgt
‘Jase’ Hodgkinson who will now slip into the r ole of Messina Tp
SSgt as SSgt Nathan ‘Bar ney’ Beevers moves to 1 Close
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Support Bn REME.  Our best wishes go to those moving on and
a warm welcome to all those arriving.  

EXERCISE MERCURY STRIKE - by LCpl Fraser Cartwright

On 22 February 09, the Sqn deployed to Otterbur n Training Area
on a 5 day live firing ex called Ex MERCURY STRIKE.  As one of
the many exs leading up to our deployment to Afghanistan,
everyone knew it would be hard work but it would also be a
refreshing opportunity to lear n new skills and drills.

The first day began with GPMG training to get everyone
familiarised with the weapons system befor e the later stages of
the ex, where one would be expected to operate it competently –
including in a night shoot.  The remainder of the day was spent
doing weapon handling tests and zer oing personal weapons.
Although these activities seemed slightly dull they wer e obviously
essential as most of the week would be spent doing live firing.

Day 2 commenced with casualty evacuation drills wher e as usual
the DS selected the smallest lad to carry the biggest.  Next ther e
was Fire and Manoeuvre from individual up to sect level.  At this
time we were only going though the basics as the whole ex was
designed to be pr ogressive. This meant that the first 2 days were
fairly easy but that would change as each day got mor e intense,
but also more interesting.

By Day 3, the good stuf f had really started.  We began with a Fire
Team assessment which consisted of a 1.5 mile ‘timed mar ch’
followed by advancing down the range while using live
ammunition.  All I can say is that it was the longest 1.5 miles I’ve
ever done and I’m sure the DS just wanted another laugh.
Despite this, the fire teams put everything they had into the
shoot, and a competitive spirit started to develop.  However it
was LCpl Paul Burgon , one of the Sqn’s PTIs, whose team stood
out as the best.  Strangely, he’d been the one beasting us for the
‘timed march’ and it was obvious he’d enjoyed every minute of it.

The afternoon was spent on sect Fire and Manoeuvre.  Initially we
used blank ammunition as the sect comd got to grips with
making all the decisions. The best one of the day had to be Cpl
Adam Philpotts .  Fresh off his CLM, Cpl Philpotts had all the
best ideas, such as assaulting the enemy position on his own
after leaving the rest of his fire team on the roof of a random
building!

As promised, Day 4 brought on much bigger and better things.  It
started with sect Fir e and Manoeuvre, but this time we would be
using live ammunition.  Like the day befor e, sect comds would
control the fire teams.  All the DS were there for was to make sure
we didn’ t do anything unsafe.  Everything went well… apart fr om
Sig Wynn .  As one of the smallest people in the Sqn, she
managed to find the biggest puddle on the range to get into a fir e
position in and had to be r escued by Sgt Hodgkinson before she
became completely submer ged!

For most of the ex we travelled by minibus to and fr om lessons,
but today the OC had planned something special for us.  W e
travelled to our next lesson in style – in the back of a Chinook!
For a lot of the new lads to the Sqn this was a new experience.

Next we did Vehicle Anti-Ambush Drills.  This lesson was highly
beneficial to the newer lads who had never touched on vehicle
drills before.  Although it had been a long day, it was far from
over – we still had the night shoot to look forwar d to.  With so
much tracer being spat out of the GPMGs, it r eally looked like a
scene from Star Wars.  To add to all this, in the backgr ound you
could see the RA blowing targets up on there own live firing ex.

The final day of the ex came quicker than anyone had
anticipated.  It consisted of a 3 mile Mar ch and Shoot
competition between the 4 sects.  However it was 2 Sect that
won with the infamous Cpl Philpotts as their leader.  After this, it
was time to leave Otterbur n.  It had been a tough 5 days but with
the amount of experience gained, it was a gr eat start for training
for our coming deployment to Afghanistan. 

CHARITY FUN RUN - by Sgt Simon ‘Snickers’ V ickers

On 13 March 09, the Sqn held a Fancy Dress Fun Run in aid of
Comic Relief.  All members taking part had to pay the princely
sum of £1.  The fancy dress was optional but ther e was a prize
for best costume to help tempt people to get in to the spirit of the
occasion.  The special honour of picking the ‘Best Costume’ was
given to the outgoing OC, Maj Paul Grif fiths and was his last act
for the Sqn before leaving us.

There were some superb efforts on the dressing up front,
including 3 Batmen and 1 Robin.  Sig Tony Ryde chose to come
in fishnet tights and a French Maid’s costume, which left a few
people wondering whether he acquir ed it for the event or whether
he has been holding on to it for a while.  Unfortunately ther e
could only be one winner and that went to Cpl Kev Bloy who
turned up as a ‘man eating shark’, complete with legs coming out
of its mouth!

We then carried out the serious business of the run, which for
some strange reason took us past every busy area in Catterick
Garrison.  We used this as an opportunity to try and collect mor e
money with Sig Ryde’ s outfit proving quite popular in raising
funds.  It was not clear whether people paid him out of gener osity
or just so he would move away fr om them quicker!  Overall the

Maj Paul Griffiths hands over command of 204 Signal Squadron
to Maj Sally Richards

A Chinook drops a section near their next objective

Some of the stranger characters of 204 Signal Squadron
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event was a success and we managed to raise £193.84 while
keeping the Sqn’s reputation roughly intact – not bad for a
morning’s exercise.

HARTLEPOOL RUGBY UNION MA TCH - by Sig Ewan Thomas

It was a warm Tuesday night in Hartlepool and the pitch was
muddy and wet.  The crowd had showed up in for ce but the 204
Sqn crowd was severely outnumbered. 

The whistle blew as 204’s rugby team charged towards the
Hartlepool forwards. The ball went back and forwar d for several
times before a Hartlepool halfback slipped thr ough our defence
and scored the only try of the first half.  So at half time we wer e
hardly out of br eath and had only conceded one try .  We were in
good spirits for the second half because of the team’ s fitness
which was better than the Hartlepool side – this was evident in
the way we were able to defend and run the ball in the first half. 

At the start of the second half we wer e determined to scor e but
with the Hartlepool side’ s experience clearly better than us, they
were able to slip through and score once again.  Still unperturbed
by this set back, 204 Sig Sqn dug in and kept firing forwar d, with
the forwards and backs trying everything to get thr ough
Hartlepool’s formidable defence.  Sterling ef forts came from each
and every player, especially Cpl Tony Blackbur n who played his
heart out for the whole match and took a nasty blow to the head
during one of the mauls. 

The finally score was 10 – 0 to Hartlepool but at least we did not
make it easy for them.  I would like to say a big thank you to the
Hartlepool club for hosting this enjoyable contest.  W e left the
ground with our heads held high as we had done very well for our
first game together.   

CORPS RUGBY 7s COMPETITION - by Cpl Adam Philpotts

After the success of the Hartlepool game, we thought why not
give it a go down at Blandfor d with the Corps 7s competition.
With the Sqn as busy as ever and about to deploy to Canada, a
team of elite athletes was finally thrown together. 

With no training, we arrived at Blandfor d ready to take part in
what promised to be a tough competition.  On a windy but dry
Wednesday morning, we began our campaign.  With 2 subs and
7 keen players, our opponents during the gr oup phase were all
major units.  Despite this, the Sqn did r eally well. After the first 3
games, it was obvious that a bit of training would have come in
handy.  The best way to describe it would be – the ‘best
endeavour’ award.  We tried really hard but weren’t quite up to
the standard of everybody else. 

With just 7 people able to play, we were really on the back foot.
Then suddenly it happened – something just clicked and it was
like we’d been playing for years.  Defence lines were being held,
tackles were being made, catches, tur novers, trys and
conversions.  We eventually beat 22 Sig Regt by 24 – 7!  Later, in
a very close game against 216 Sig Sqn we lost in the semi-final.
A good day was had by all and we will be back next year with the
Sqn Rugby team finally up and running and moving in the right
direction. 

A special mention also goes to Sig Josh Padgett .  On beating
pretty much the whole of 11 Sig Regt (B) team and running two
thirds of the pitch, with no-one else to beat to cr oss the try line –
he somehow dropped the ball and caused a ‘knock-on’.  When
asked how he did it, he replied: “It just bobbled out my hand
magically”.  So there you have it, a day of triumph, defeat, and
magic rugby balls.     

7 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (207)

BERGEN - HOHNE

BRITISH ARMY GERMANY FOOTBALL MINOR UNITS CUP
FINAL ON 4 MARCH 2009
207 SIGNAL SQUADRON v 1 MEDICAL REGIMENT 

The final took place in JHQ against 1 Med Regt on a cold and
grey Wednesday afternoon.  Both teams had br ought with them a
small but ardent set of supporters who added extra spice to the
occasion.  An even contest started with Sig Ferguson having an
especially impressive first 5 mins.  He was the left back of
perhaps the slowest and most ‘r obust’ back 4 that had ever
played in a cup final and unfortunately he ran out of stamina.
After a close opening spell that had seen Cpl Simpson , LCpl

Coatsworth and Sig
Wright miss chances, Sig
Burman unfortunately gave
away a penalty which 1
Med Regt converted.  Five
minutes later disaster struck
again as Cpl Simpson
headed into his own net, so
it was 2 – 0 at Half Time.
The second half saw an
early reply from Sig Wright
– tapping in from close
range.  The game remained
a close contest but injuries
to LCpl MacDonald , Cpl
Elston and Cpl Simpson
eventually took their toll and
we were unable to break
down their stubbor n
defence.  Two late mistakes
by our rotund defence
meant the game finished 
4 – 1 to the Med Regt.

OC Maj Gr eenfield
RSM WO1(RSM) Greenwood

EXERCISE OBERSDORF DIAMOND FEB 2009 - by Sig Reed

Thirty four members of the Sqn had the opportunity to participate
in a week’s Alpine Skiing with the novices looking to ear n their
Basic Ski Proficiency (Alpine).  After an early Sunday morning
start, they arrived at the gorgeous town of Oberstdorf which was
covered in 3 feet of snow. Once split down into 2 gr oups, on the
first day it was clearly evident which gr oup had never skied
before. There were several cases of people loosing their sense of
humour, although seeing
Sig Cassells trying to get
on the ‘T’ bar gave some
light relief. On Day 2,
LCpl Wood picked up a
bit too much speed and
piled straight into a fence.
He was unable to travel
any further due to his ski
getting caught, which
also meant that he was
left laying face down in
thick powder gasping for
air!

Cpl Simpson was quite
embarrassed as he slid
most of the way down a
large slope in the prone
position while the locals
laughed and pointed fr om
the overhead cable car.
A brilliant week all round! 

Having fun skiing
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NETBALL TOURNAMENT GUTERSLOH ON 14 MARCH 2009

A mixture of civilian and military personnel met in a cold gym in
Gutersloh on a Saturday morning. The Hohne team consisted of 7
members of the Sig Sqn and one from 2 Med Regt. Despite only
having only one practice as a team on the Thursday befor e the
tournament, they managed to have quite a successful day .  Other
teams from Rheindahlen and Paderborn had clearly trained
together on numerous occasions however but this didn’ t dampen
the Hohne team’s spirits. The first game was really more of a
shake out, giving the team a chance to understand the rules and
attempt to keep up with the pace of the game.  By the thir d and
fourth matches, the team wer e playing a lot better and started to
get some wins under their belt.  With 3 wins and 3 losses, Hohne
came 4th overall. After some more training sessions, the
tournaments due in June and July could be even mor e successful
for the girls of the Sqn. 

EXERCISE ARMADILLO RAT

Alpha Troop - by Lt Si Pierson

On 22 March 2009 there was the first full Sqn deployment since
our return from POTL following TELIC 12.  Ex ARMADILLO RAT
was designed as a “shake out” and subsequent assessment of
the Sqn’s ability to meet CT1 and CT2 criteria as set down by the
Bde.

The week began in horrendous weather conditions with the main
HQ turning into something that mor e resembled a swap than that
of an Armd Bde HQ.  This was much to the disgust of Capt

McMillan who had meticulously placed his
armour only to watch it get tur ned into a
paddling pool. Needless to say , the troops as
always cracked on with the job at hand under
the guidance of their cheery Sqn hierarchy. Of
particular note was SSgt Smith who couldn’ t
seem to wipe the smile of f his face all week
despite the awful conditions. 

After the usual teething problems moving into a
different location and the occasional stand to
initiated  by the ever prowling RSM
Greenwood , the next event was the arrival of
the Bde staff and in particular the new Bde
Comd.  Once the days training was complete,
the staff left, happy with the set up of the HQ.

Overall the week was a success with several
lessons learned and noted. There was a good

feeling that the Sqn is now mor e than ready to take on the
gauntlet of a challenging and immensely busy training year
ahead.  

Alpha Troop say goodbye to Capt McMillan , SSgt Smith , Cpl
Lawson , LCpl Just and LCpl Grice . We welcome Lt Pierson. 

Bravo Troop - by Sig Lowery

The mighty Bravo Tp deployed in the pouring rain to our first
location.  Once set up and happy with the build, everyone
huddled into the main complex in an attempt to dry their clothes!
Day 2 was a Tp training day with a round robin of dif ferent
lessons. Topics from low level comms to the various staf f cells
and the layout of the HQ were taught.  We also had the joy of
RSM Greenwood teaching us Health and Safety and MATTS in
the afternoon – too bad the sun was shining and we wer e indoors
all day!

During the 4 days that we were on ex, we had all 4 seasons of
weather! On 25 March it snowed the entir e day, which luckily for
us was the day we had to tear down and r ebuild the HQ.  Due to
the snow the tent was a lot heavier then normal, so it kept
collapsing and breaking poles – that was good for morale!  In
total it took almost 6 hrs to get the HQ set up in the end. 

On the last day the Bde staf f and new Brig came to visit our HQ
and see how the Signals do ex. When EndEx was called it started
to rain again and by the time we packed up, everyone was
relieved to get back into the warm and dry , despite the ex tur n
around taking until 2100hrs.  Just when we thought we wer e
heading home both Sgt Curtis and Sgt Buckle gave us the good
news that the tent needed to be put up in the garage, thanks for
that!   The troop welcome SSgt Davidson and say farewell to
LCpl Yeomans – enjoy the desert!   

The mighty Football team

The newly formed Netball team 

Cpl Simpson enjoying the snow
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11 LIGHT BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (261)

ALDERSHOT

OC Maj IR Hargr eaves
RSM WO1(RSM) A Morris

A busy period full of exs and inspections!  This month focuses on
the exs we have been involved in, along with the very important
inspections we have had!

EXERCISE GRAND KALAHARI THORN - by LCpl Andr ews

Five of 261s finest operators attached to the HCR BRF left for a 5
week ragging in January, Sgt ‘Col’ Martin , Cpl Richie Andr ews ,
LCpl Rob Galey , LCpl Keith Laughran and Sig ‘Donny’
Donegan .  They landed in South Africa (SA) ready for some
acclimatisation and after being told that everything bites and
most things kill within an hour , we were ready for some
compulsory survival training with the local SA Army , eating live
and cooked bugs, smoking dodgy tobacco and staying well back
from the deadly poisonous Puf f adder.  Then we set off for Ex
EGG.

Ex EGG was supposed to be carried out naked with no water but
because of the 2 medic females who wer e attached, the strip was
off.  So with T-shirt, shorts, boots and camel back we wer e
loaded onto the nice and comfy SA Samels.  As the first foot
touched the vehicle, a spot of rain tur ned into the biggest storm
the bush had seen in months – bearing in mind this was SA
summer.  Dropping of f teams of 2 – 3 people at a time, the
vehicle stopped and Sgt Martin and I dropped of f first, were
given 4 eggs, 2 matches and the smallest piece of striker and we
were off in the rain to find ourselves some shelter.  After 20 mins
of collecting wet wood for a fir e, a familiar voice was heard:
“Richie, Col !” LCpls Galey , Laughr on and Sig Donegan
returned to their mighty leaders with 2 extra matches.  Putting
together some small sticks and r ope the 4 matches in the rain
had to be struck and whose hand was the only one to go up to
attempt to light this puddle – yes me.  Four faces wer e looking at
me shaking with cold and hoping for fir e as the last match went
out, so no fire tonight lads!  So with a laugh, the 5 of us looked at
a watch, swallowed deep and said “Only 13 hours to go, lads”.
Good survival training, thanks for that!

After the wet and wonderful acclimatisation, it was time to get to
the real stuff.  We were put into our sects r eady for a week of
mounted and dismounted training and it was looking good, but
then we were told that there were not enough vehicles for the
Signals – only the signals – so we would enjoy a week of
dismounted tabbing, patr olling and a lot of inf skills and drills.  

The week of the FTX arrived where we could now put all our sect
and individual skills and drills to the test with some blank firing
but unfortunately with no blank r ounds for this week, so the week
started with shouting “bang bang”. The training all came together
with a Sqn ambush, a 4 mile tab with all kit, including body
armour in the hottest hours, followed by 1 hour ambush set up,
no enemy and tab back to the FOB.  

The final ex week was what everybody had been waiting for – live
firing.  It started with a zeroing range, followed quickly by a
mounted and dismounted range.  These ranges, which had been
set up by the PRT, were the best live firing ranges the Army had
to offer.  The terrain, trenches and weather couldn’ t be more like
Afghanistan then Afghanistan itself.  The build up of fir e teams to
sect attacks was immense, one after the other , day after day of
live firing.  It’s what we all join up for, an amazing final ex.  Sect
attack day and the seniors stepped back to let the Cpls take
command, now was my chance to show that we ar e not just all
about comms.  With me as sect comd and Sig Donegan as my
grenadier, we were all over it like a tramp on hot chips, with
Donny being afraid of my voice and a whole attack on our belt
buckles was the hardest attack id done in my car eer.  With the
final debrief, yet again the PRT told us that the Signals had
outdone the experience of the Inf.

The whole ex was rounded off with a 3 day adventure training ex
which took place 4 hrs north at a “kamkeri” with a 24 hour bar
and a number of activities such as white water rafting, quad
biking and safari available. The first naked bar was called!  A well
deserved break from BRF activities especially it only cost us £30
a head.  I’d like to take this opportunity to say welcome back to
BRF Detty number 6, Sig Day , who unfortunately missed South
Africa because he was attending and passing his PTI course with
flying colours.

EXERCISE GRAND PRIX 5 - by Lt Morris

On 21 January, Lt Morris , Sgt Heathcote , LCpl Mansell , Sig
Sullivan and Sig Walsh deployed to Kenya on Ex GRAND PRIX
5.  This was the second GRAND PRIX the Sqn had been involved
with but as well as the HICON element, the above mentioned
were to be attached to 1 R WELSH BG for the ex.  All but Lt
Morris will be attached to 1 R WELSH as part of the Rear Link
Detachment for Op HERRICK 11, so this was the perfect
opportunity to get to know the personalities they will be working
with as well as gaining some experience of the job they will
undertake.  For all of us this was our first experience of Africa and

261’s war faces!

A new friend!   



THE WIRE, JUNE 2009 65

for Sig Sullivan and Sig Walsh this was their first real experience
of the Army.  One day out of Blandford and they found
themselves being shipped of f to Kenya!

The deployment went smoothly and we met up with the Sigs Pl.
Once all the equipment was tried and tested, we deployed out
into the FOB to set up the BG HQ.  Setting this up was so much
simpler and quicker than a Bde HQ, a few tents and a
comparatively small amount of Bowman and we wer e up and
running.  

The first week was mainly facilitating low level coy/pl training,
which was perfect for Sig Sullivan and Sig Walsh to learn the
ropes before the HQ got busy on the FTX.  Even the quiet period
provided a steep learning curve for them, but they thr ew
themselves into absorbing as much information and experience
as possible.  Sig Sullivan was having so much fun he of fered to
take on any extra stag on the radios!  Sgt Heathcote and LCpl
Mansell used their vast experience to ensure comms remained
robust and often found their knowledge heavily r elied upon.

The Bde FTX came along, which saw the FOB move location.
Once again the BG HQ collapsed in record time and the convoy
set off tactically to the new site.  On r oute an “incident” for ced
the convoy to debus and adopt all r ound defence.  While waiting
for the incident to be dealt with, Lt Morris nearly found herself
run over by a heard of zebras!!

Once everything was cleared up and the zebras had gone home
for tea, the convoy carried on to the new location wher e the hard
work began!  The pace of life stepped up a gear, IDF attacks
were frequent and we all got a taste of life in a BG HQ on ops.
One op required mobile comms, so Sigs Sullivan and Walsh
found themselves accompanying HQ Tac.  While running around
in the heat of the battle Sig Walsh was wondering why comms

were particularly bad.  It wasn’ t until it was pointed out, that he
realised the ‘bad comms’ wer e because he had lost the antenna.
I don’t think he will be making that mistake again!

The final attack came along and all 4 soldiers joined in as
stretcher carriers and ammunition runners; a good bit of phys at
high altitude never hurt anyone!!

Throughout the whole ex, Lt Morris worked closely along side
the Ops team, gaining valuable experience of life in a BG HQ.
She was involved in every planning cycle which gave an
extremely useful insight to planned ops on tour .  

Once back at NSG, everyone managed to get a decent shower
and good night’ s sleep in a proper bed – I think this could
possibly have been the best day of the entir e 6 weeks!  Before
flying back to the UK we managed to get a spot of adventur e
training at Lake Nervasha.  Activities included climbing a volcano
crater, horse riding and mountain biking along the Kenyan r oads.
Most people would agr ee that this got the adr enaline pumping!

After a relaxing few days, we headed down to Nair obi to get our
flights home.  A quick stop of f in Egypt to swap cabin staf f was a
nice end to the 6 long weeks and the view of the Nile and a few
pyramids from the air was amazing.  Everyone on the ex enjoyed
themselves and came back with far mor e experience than they
went with – a worthwhile ex all round.  

Once GRAND PRIX personnel arrived back in the UK, another
group of 261 personnel deployed straight out on GRAND PRIX 6.
Unfortunately this time of year is known as the rainy season so I
hope they packed their Gortex!  The HICON group will be
providing the same essential elements for 1 GREN GDS to ensure
a smooth running ex.  Afterwards they too will enjoy a spot of
adventure training as they attempt to climb Mount Kenya!   

16 AIR ASSAUL T BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (216)

COLCHESTER

OC Maj RJ Andeerton-Br own
RSM WO1(RSM) M Brown

OPERATIONAL STAFF WORK EXERCISE - by LCpl McDonald

The mission of 216 (Para) Sig Sqn is to provide command
support to HQ 16 Air Assault Brigade in or der to enable the
Comd and his Staff to command the Bde ef fectively.  Bravo Tp’s
role is to provide the Bde Main HQ, infrastructur e and life

support.  On Sun 16 March, the Tp deployed and began the epic
build that is Bde MAIN. The tentage we use comes in several
thousands of pieces and takes appr oximately 9 years to build.
Luckily the weather was beautiful and we managed to cut the
build down to just that one day!

B Tp started early the next day with the focus on laying out the
comms required. This was controlled by the newly appointed
Complex Cpl, Jimmy Machin .  The comms required included HF
and VHF voice comms between MAIN and TAC Lt, along with
ComBAT terminals to be used by the some of the Bde staf f for
the first time.  All comms systems wer e in and working by close
of play ready for the Bde Staff’s arrival the following mor ning.

Once the Staff Officers deployed B Tp went into a shift r outine
with Cpl Machin heading up the day shift and Cpl Pete Ratclif fe
heading the night shift.  We were also using this time to teach the
more inexperienced Sigs about the roles and responsibilities of
the HQ, alongside concurrent trade training.  

The ex lasted for 5 days and was a success for B Tp with the
Staff Officers walking away fully confident that the Tp could
provide the facilities they needed to operate.  W e started the tear
down on Thursday mor ning with the plan being to be finished and

back in camp by 1600hrs. However with the pr omise of a long
weekend raising morale, the entire complex was tor n down and
packed away before midday.  On return to camp, we conducted a
through turn around before the OC Sqn and most of SHQ
descended for an inspection.  All went well and the lads got the
long weekend as promised with a late start thr own in for good
measure.  With the lads planning a night down town, ‘Main T roop,
Main effort’ was heard echoing from SSgt ‘Robbo’ Robertson’ s
office as we left for the block.

WINTER MOUNTAINEERING PROFICIENCY COURSE 
- by Capt Rob Harris

216 (Para) Sig Sqn intend to become the first British Military Unit
to summit Margherita Peak in the Ruwenzori Mountains, Uganda.
The mountain is the 3rd highest in Africa and by far the most
technical, requiring climbing above the snow line, cr ossing
glaciers and culminating in a rock climb. In or der to qualify

Cpl Mackie, Capt Harris, LCpl Robertson and Sig Douglas escape
the elements in an igloo
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expedition members to work in this envir onment, it was
necessary to complete the Winter Mountaineering Pr oficiency
Course, a week long course in Scotland getting used to operating
with crampons and ice axes, and a short expedition involving a
night in a snow hole.

The team left bright and early on a Sunday morning, with a mere
12 hrs to endure in the 60mph restricted minibus.  Finally, after
arriving in Ballachulish, we settled into the dormitory and got the
evening brief ready for the first day on the hills.  Day 1 was a
gentle break-in with a ski lift up to the snow line which matched
Cpl Bart Dunseith’ s idea of a perfect day’s mountaineering.  We
covered a series of lessons including measuring the avalanche
risk, emergency shelters and ice axe arrests. 

Day 2 was spent consolidating the skills fr om Day 1, as well as
using avalanche search beacons, dual purposes devices that act
as both the beacon and the search device; these would be
especially important during our night in the snow hole in case
they collapsed.  Days 3 and 4 were the expedition over in the
Cairngorms. Right on cue the weather which had been perfect
suddenly took a tur n for the worse; visibility dr opped and the hail
came pelting in – not only that, but our much loved ski-lifts wer e
nowhere to be seen and so we had to do all the har d work
ourselves. Once up in the mountains above the snow line, we
headed for a spot where our instructor was confident would be
good for snow holing.  He found a very good spot – so good that
he found his hole from a course the previous week and was in
and comfortable in about 30 mins.  Cpl Jim Mackie , LCpl
‘Robbo’ Robertson and Sig ‘Dougie’ Douglas also struck it
lucky, finding an old hole and having a good setup within an hour
or two.  The rest of us slogged it out for 4 hrs, digging fr om
scratch, and managed to finish of f just in time for dusk.  Coming
back off the mountain the next day, the weather was equally as
bad and the original route had to be cut short due to high winds
and low visibility. We finally made it back down, with just enough
time for a brew before heading back to Ballachulish.  

Friday was a shorter day where we practised some micr o-
navigation and learnt some new tips as well as practising pacing,
timings and bearings.  After tur ning our kit around and the final
course debrief, we started the long jour ney back to Colchester.
However before we could get all the way back, we had to make a
compulsory stop for driver’ s hours, which by happy coincidence
timed perfectly with York, and 2 Sig Regt which gave an ideal
opportunity for some light r efreshments and a break from the long
journey after a very arduous week.

The team leave for Uganda on the 14 May 09 and aim to reach
the 5109m summit in the early hours of 22 May 09.

EXERCISE SNOW WARRIOR - by Cpl Armstrong

During our post operational r ecuperation the Sqn has laid on
plenty of opportunities to go away and do a wide variety of
adventurous training.  Four members from Alpha Tp were
fortunate enough to go to Bavaria to conduct both Basic and

Advanced Skiing Proficiency. The training was set over 2 weeks
towards the end of the skiing season.  We arrived at the Drei
Muhlen lodge at approx 0800hrs to see the whole village dressed
in fresh, inviting snow and after a day of kit issue and death by
PowerPoint we were ready to hit the slopes.

Both Sig Gaz Keighley and I were in Group 4, lucky enough to
have another Sqn member Cpl Stu Terrell as our instructor. After
a few days of snow ploughing, we wer e itching to get onto the
bigger slopes!  After a few dramas on the T-bar lifts, the gr oup
were soon smashing the big slopes both on and of f piste, the
latter resulting in more crashes!

LCpl Mark Underhill was having just as much fun watching the
members of his Group hit the deck but was also smashing the
bigger, steeper slopes.  LCpl Abdulr ehman was the only one
from the Sqn doing the Advanced Ski Pr oficiency, which he took
in his stride, starting the 2 weeks at the top of the r esort and also
venturing south into Austria.  The Group also completed the Ski
Tour Proficiency where their fitness took them to the summits of
some very demanding peaks.

We all gained some very useful qualifications and are very
interested in bettering ourselves to ear n that next level and
getting back on the slopes!

EXERCISE CHARLIE’S EAGLE - by Sig Kimpton

Ex CHARLIE’S EAGLEwas a 2 weeks comms ex designed and
run by the Cpls from C Tp. The purpose of the ex was to train
and refresh the whole Tp on both HF and VHF comms for futur e
Rear Link Detachments (RLDs) along with Radio Rebroadcast
(RRB) capabilities.

During the first week, I was part of a team lear ning about and
then testing VHF RRBs within the Colchester area. This started
from basics in the garages, on how to set up both man pack and
vehicle RRBs.  As the week progressed, the tasks became more
in depth and by the end of the week, we wer e confidently moving
throughout the local area with 5 dets, setting up and br eaking
RRB comms with ease.

In the second week, I deployed to Thor ney Island, along with Cpl
‘DKK’ Mitchell , Cpl ‘Per cy’ Pur cell , LCpl ‘W oody’ W oods and
Sig ‘Ibkiss’ Ibbetson . This was one of 3 HF dets. The 2nd was in
Colchester and the 3rd in York. This allowed dif ferent distances
over which to test HF comms.

The HF testing consisted of serials which included, establishing
comms with the other two HF dets, fr equency changes, power
changes, different antennas and antenna elevation.  Within no
time at all, my forgotten trade skills came back to me and I
moved through the serials confidently.

All members of C Tp rotated through the 2 dif ferent weeks of
training and so everyone got the chance to r elive the glory days
of basic training in Blandfor d.  It was also a chance for the AS
Ops amongst us to consolidate their Bowman Skills and get up to
speed with the RS and CS Ops.

The team enjoying the Scottish weather

Peak Performance – Sig Keighley, Cpl Terrell and Cpl Armstrong
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I found the 2 week ex a fantastic opportunity to further my trade
skills – not forgetting to mention a fantastic opportunity to
discover Portsmouth’ s nightlife, and I now look forwar d to the
next training package.

FOOTBALL TOUR 22 MARCH – 2 APRIL 09
- by Sig Lowden, Sig Harwood and Sig Lawr ence

At the end of March, the Sqn football team deployed on a tour
around the country participating in training pr ograms and guided
tours of various football stadiums.

This football tour was aimed at team bonding and training to
promote a stronger ethos and sense of team spirit and also as
recuperation for most of the players r eturning from a very
demanding tour of Helmand Pr ovince, Afghanistan.

We had a guided tour of York City FC, Glasgow Rangers FC,
Hampden Park – home of the Scottish national football team.
Preston North End FC, Liverpool FC, Accrington Stanley FC and
finally Everton FC.  Throughout each tour we wer e given a brief
history on every club and also an in depth look at the facilities
within the stadium.

Aside from the tours, we were fortunate enough to be given the
opportunity to be coached by some very experienced first team
coaches of York City, Preston North End, Accrington Stanley, and
Coventry City, with manager Chris Coleman personally taking us
for an hour long training session at their brand new training
complex.  We also watched the first team train and enjoyed a
meal in the ‘Blues’ restaurant.  We were made to feel very
welcome by all the clubs, especially Coventry City and being
given the opportunity to train under Chris Coleman was a great
experience.

During the tour we played a friendly match against RAF Kinloss,
where we dominated the match winning 6 – 2, with goals coming
from LCpl Kirkham , Sig Lowden and LCpl Barr ett . The team
put on an excellent performance with man of the match going to
Sig Harwood , and donkey award given to LCpl Glancy .

After playing our match we attended a Highland League match
between Forres Mechanics and Lossiemouth.  Half time
entertainment was provided by 3 players from the Sqn and RAF
Kinloss with 2 young fans completing the 5 for a penalty
shootout.  The Sqn triumphed in a sudden death victory .

As well as the football aspect of the tour , we took the opportunity
to participate in a team bonding exer cise of white water rafting.
Overall it was a very successful ex, with some members of the

team enjoying it more than others thanks to the traditional
Scottish weather.  The tour wasn’t all work and no play as every
night we enjoyed social nights out, building team spirit – with the
exception of a few older members of the team who couldn’ t
handle the pace…

Overall the team has benefited greatly from the experience of
professional coaching, which has made us a str onger unit. Our
thanks go to SSgt Fraser for organising an enjoyable and
worthwhile tour.   A lot of hard work went into the or ganisation
and thanks also to Concave Sports for their considerable
generosity in supplying the Sqn team with a strip and boots.

BATTLE OF THE RHINE COMMERATIVE DINNER
- by Sig Parker

Lt Col Robbie Lang who took part in the Battle of the Rhine
whilst serving with the Sqn during the war and then latterly in his
career as QM, recently passed away.  In his will, he very
generously gifted the Sqn £5000 to hold an All Ranks party to
commemorate the Rhine Crossing.

The Rhine Crossing (Op VARSITY) was the biggest and most
successful airborne op in history and it marked the beginning of
the end for Germany.  The plan was to drop 2 AB Divs, the British
6th AB Div and US 17 AB Div by parachute and glider behind the
German lines near Wesel. Their primary objectives were to
capture key territory and generally disrupt German defences to
aid the advance of the Allied ground forces.

SSgt Robertson was tasked to organise a Sqn function in the
Sgts Mess. The meal we had was awesome, a proper 4 course
meal and a real eye opener for what goes on in the Messes for
those of us who had not had not been in one befor e.  After the
meal a presentation about the Battle of the Rhine was given by
me as one of the most recent Sqn members to pass P Coy and
thankfully all went well, with the Sqn now educated on the Op.

In attendance at the meal were some of Lt Col Lang’ s former
comrades and so after the meal, Brig Grif fin delivered a speech
about Lt Col Lang , telling us what serving with the Sqn and
being Airborne had meant to him.  From all accounts, it seems
that although the people in the Sqn have changed over the years,
the ethos and attitude of its members r emain the same – much of
which can be attributed to Lt Col Lang .

We also used the dinner as an occasion to say a few goodbyes,
most notably WO1(RSM) MA Br own , who stood in fr ont of the
Sqn for the last time as the RSM and was later carried out of the
Mess, using his (helmeted) head to open the doors on the way
out!  He then returned about half an hour later after being hosted
by the Sqn Officers and guests in the Officers Mess as Capt
Brown .  

The Sqn Team at Hampden Park with Scotland Manager George Burley

SSgt Robertson and Cpl Corbett during the meal  
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19 LIGHT BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (209)

LISBURN
OC Maj Jules Hill
RSM WO1(RSM) Paul Jor dan

After what seems like an eternity of special-to-arm training,
ranges, kit checks, OET shuffling and the mission rehearsal
exercise conducted on a snowy Salisbury Plain we have finally
touched down in Afghanistan.  

The HQ in Lashkar Gah is certainly bustling amid a fresh influx of
19 Lt Bde staff and the rapid extraction of 3 Cdo Bde in
preparation for Bde Transition of Authority later this month.  The
food here is reputedly the best in theatr e and we would be hard
pressed to disagree.  Nonetheless, the collective fitness of the
Sqn has improved already, with most going to the gym or
completing a few laps of the HLS on a daily basis.  Ther e is an
abundance of rowing machines, bikes and tr eadmills to ensure
that there are no excuses!  

There is plenty of work here – an ORBAT stretching 350km across
Helmand and roles and responsibilities with similar scale.  The
RLD troops were established in their respective AOs some time
before the BGs arrived and they have been keeping themselves
occupied putting their training into practice.  3 Cdo Bde’ s Comms
Sqn put a great deal of effort into establishing a Comd HF Net
that is all-informed.  However, as the summer progresses it is
likely that we will see some degradation.  Fortunately we have the
knowledge and most importantly dogged perseverance of
WO2(YofS) Danny Robinson to ensure we maintain the best
possible network. That’ s if he doesn’t fall out of the sangar again!

At Camp Bastion, we have another large group of operators,
techs and support trade personnel who ar e  variously tasked with
the Task Force Distribution Agency, IRT, FRT and general support.
It should be noted that this is the only place in the pr ovince with
a Pizza Hut!  They are corralled by SSgt Chris Noviss and
SSgt(YofS) Lee Johns .

The Forward Operating Bases across the
province are of varying size and substance.
Letters and parcels from friends and family are
high on the list of morale boosters.  W e try and
send some goodies to them as often as
possible from the numerous goodwill packages
that are sent by well-wishers back in Blighty .

The Sqn would also like to welcome Capt Tony
Cannifor d, the new Welfare and Admin Officer.
He arrived just in time for a swift familiarisation
brief from the OC and is now providing a
superb service to the soldiers here and equally
to the families and those who r emain on rear
party.  He is ably assisted by SSgts Kenny
Irwin and Samantha Brittain .  The rear party is
planning a number of activities and trips to
ensure we keep everybody informed and
entertained while the Sqn is deployed.
Hopefully they won’ t have too much fun or they may suggest we
stay here a little longer!

MAIN TROOP - by Lt Jon Sillito

Main Tp are now fully established in Task Force Helmand HQ
after taking over from 3 Cdo Bde.  The Tp has been employed
maintaining the Bde nets and pr oviding cover on the sangars for
Lashkar Gah Ops Coy.  Prior to moving into Lash, the RSOI
package in Camp Bastion pr epared us all thoroughly for the
upcoming 6 months – a whole day of Op BARMA training pr oving
particularly interesting, especially for those with fair skin.  A top
cover shoot proved how dif ficult it is to engage tar gets from a

moving vehicle, especially when of f road.  The weather so far has
been mixed, with extended br onzing sessions punctuated by
showers, turning the hard pack into muddy puddles.  Lash is
surprisingly comfortable for a small camp, containing an EFI and
some internet terminals.  Highlights of the tour so far include fr ee
stuff procured by writing letters, including the girls’ ‘Nuts’ vests,
run-bathing on the HLS, the prison toilets in the accommodation
and the unnecessary nudity that 3 Cdo Bde pr ovided every
morning in the ablutions.

REAR LINK DETACHMENTS - by Capt Rea

The Rear Link Detachments (RLDs) are spread to the four cor ners
of Helmand Province and are providing close comms support to
the ground units.  We have 65 soldiers from the Sqn attached to
each of the ‘ground holding’ BGs, the MASTIFF and Armd Inf
Coys, the Viking Group and the Operational Mentoring and
Liaison Teams (OMLT) and the Bde Recce Force (BRF), to name
but a few.  

During pre-deployment training and Special to
Arm training, the members of the RLDs
deployed on various demanding exs and spent
a great deal of time embedding within the Sigs
Pls.  This was an excellent opportunity for the
guys (and girls) to get to know the units they
would be deploying with.  Of particular note
was a dinner night held at the WOs and Sgts
Mess of the 1st Bn Welsh Guards, that resulted
in an interesting story involving Sgt ‘Jack’
Hawkins and a bowtie....

Now well and truly settled in theatr e, the RLDs
have been busy working in Patrol Base (PB)
and Forward Operating Base (FOB) Ops
rooms, providing comms for foot and vehicle
patrols and maintaining comms equipment as
well as taking their turns at sangar duty.  Some
of their tales so far are as follows: 

BG (S) - by Sgt ‘Doc’ Foster

After what seems like a very long period of build up and pr e-
deployment with our Sqn and BG (The Light Dragoons), the BG(S)
RLD for Herrick 10 is now fully in place within the Garmsir ar ea of
Southern Helmand.

After arriving at Bastion and completing our RSOI and ITT
packages, the det split and travelled to FOBs DELHI and DWYER.
LCpls Mark T ownley and Glen Carrigan , the Formation Recce
Sqn operators, and Sig ‘Robbo’ Robinson arrived at DWYER
expecting bashas and rations and wer e pleasantly surprised to
find purpose built cots and an American cookhouse ther e,

No food shortages at Lashkar Gah!

Foreman Mutheran on sangar duty  
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something they never fail to remind the rest of us about!  DELHI,
on the other hand, is basic in the extr eme.  Solar showers, WAG
bags and Spam are order of the day.

Following a quick handover fr om the 3 Cdo Bde Comms Sqn,
LCpl Ryan Batchelor and Sig Rachel Jones immediately
deployed to the Patr ol Base (PB) line working as Coy Sigs for B
Coy 1 RIFLES.  The work for them has come thick and fast with
foot and vehicle patr ols around the ‘Green Zone’, MOG patrols
into the southern desert and all the other tasks that fall to any
attached Royal Signals Operator.

Not to be outdone, I have been running ar ound the AO like a
madman, taking part in foot and vehicle patr ols to the PBs and
FOB DWYER, helping with CO’s Tac and supporting various
Counter IED Ops in the area. The area is busy with enemy activity
and slick drills are required.

The Americans are slowly but surely arriving at DELHI but sadly
not bringing any facilities with them. They ar e even using our
cook tent which must be a bit of a shock for them.  They ar e
good for blagging MREs of f however.  Anything to spice up the
menu a bit!

FOB DWYER - by LCpl Townley

After receiving our guided tour fr om the Sigs Det who were
leaving, we (LCpls Mark T ownley and Glen Carrigan ) soon
realised that DWYER was actually a really good place to be. It
has a cookhouse, a good gym and laundry , via the ICAT (a white
civilian helicopter) and half decent ablutions.  This was much
better than expected as in the last photos I saw of the FOB, the
accommodation was simply a tent dug into the gr ound! 

It also houses A Sqn of 1st QDG, who will shortly be r eplaced by
the LD. The Sqn has two Tps carrying out for ce protection duties
for DWYER and the new American ‘super’ FOB, FOB Dwyer 2. It
also has two Tps carrying out deliberate ops in the Garmsir ar ea,
using the formidable Jackal. 

The facilities are slowly becoming mor e comfortable, possibly due
to the increase in budget, courtesy of the Americans. The
accommodation is basic and dusty but luckily is air conditioned.
The welfare facilities are plentiful with time for Op ‘Massive’ and
Op ‘Bronze’ – assuming there’s no sandstorm blowing thr ough
that is!

BG (CS) - by Cpl ‘Nige’ Mansell

After RSOI, the first couple of days in Camp BASTION with the
BG consisted of HO/TO.  The 209 Sig Sqn RLD were thrown in at
the deep end of the very busy and eventful AO called Nad-e-Ali.

This area is renowned for having a lot of enemy activity and ther e
was no exception made for us newcomers.  The first person fr om
the RLD to deploy ‘out of the wir e’ was Sgt ‘Jack’ Hawkins who
was providing comms support to a Combat Logistics Patr ol (CLP)
and was contacted on the way back fr om a PB to BASTION. 

LCpl De Gabriele from 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt has been out
on the ground with the Poppy Eradication For ce (PEF) and doing
an excellent job as well as enjoying the American hospitality .  The
rest of the RLD, Cpl ‘Nige’ Mansell , Sigs Jamie W alker , Danny
‘Scouse’ T aylor and Keith ‘Beef ’ Fraser arrived and started to
get into a routine on a very busy net before moving forward to
their final destinations.  Sig Fraser has now gone forth befor e the
1 WG BG complete their RIP in the near future.  Cpl Mark ‘Jack’
Winder has managed to get himself on a Class 1 conversion and
is now returning to the UK before returning to BG (CS).  He has
assured us that he will be ‘dry’ for the whole time out of
sympathy.  We’ll see!

BG (C) - by Sgt ‘Tubby Tommy’ Hanks

As soon as the RLD arrived in theatre and before we’d even had
time to unpack, we wer e told we were to provide 2 operators for
an op with 42 Cdo that was starting in 48 hrs!  The 2 operators,
LCpl ‘Tack’ McArthur and Sig ‘Dave’ Scott deployed with the
Danish Tank Coy and 42 Cdo Fwd TAC while the rest of us
prepared to be transported to FOB PRICE to take over fr om our
RM counterparts.  We were full of questions and queries as we
hadn’t really had any dealings or many details about the job.
Once we had been introduced to the team and had hear d the
stories, we were taken over to the Tactical Operations Cell (TOC)
to start the HO/TO and be intr oduced to the Danish for the first
time.

Cpl ‘Br et’ Verth and Sig ‘Chez’ Harrison then deployed to FOB
ARMADILLO to take over the comms platform wher e they would
be based.  They reported a good HO/TO and have now been
involved in many patrols and op.   Sig ‘Rudders’ Rudkins
deployed down to the district command and contr ol centre to be
attached to the Danish Forward Recce Pl, where he has been
involved in clearing routes and securing compounds for futur e
ops.  He is regarded as a great asset to the team and enjoying
his time down there immensely. 

During our first couple of weeks we have been very busy and
involved in many ops varying from a Joint ANA, ANSF, ANP and
ISAF op that was a great success and a 5 day op in the ‘Gr een
Zone’ to clear enemy forces from the area surrounding the
Barakzai area.  LCpl Ritchie Plail , Sigs Gatr ell , Neil Dawson
and Dave Scott continue to enjoy every day of their first tour and
relish every new experience.  We look forward to the tasks that lie
in front of us and continue to be very busy .  

OTHER UNITS

CISTAT
SENNELAGER

OC Capt P Emsen
YofS SSgt Webster

EXERCISE CISTAT BLIZZARD - by Sig ‘Eddie’ Murray

Ex CISTAT BLIZZARD took place between 15 and 22 February
2009 in Zell Am See, Austria. The 8 members of LWCTG(G) who
participated on the ex wer e of mixed ability, with some whom had
never even skied before.

On arrival we settled in to our accommodation and under the
instruction of our OC , Capt Pete Emsen , we quickly familiarised

ourselves with the local “Container” bar , which can only be
described as a garden shed.  After 2 beers, we were back at the
lodge in bed, waiting the following day’ s skiing.

On the Monday morning, we sent Sgt Wayne Poland REME and
LCpl Phil Cox packing for their first of 2 days at the Ski School, a
proud moment for us all, while the r est of the group had a free
ski, exploring the depths of the Schmittenhohe.  

It was a shaky first couple of days for some of the guys, who
were getting used to the racing skis that SSgt(YofS) Chris
Webster had borrowed from another unit.
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On the Wednesday, the group was split into 2; the 1st gr oup who
were intermediate skiers went of f under command of SSgt
Webster and having just passed my Ski Instructors Course, I was
lucky enough to take the 2nd gr oup and try to pr ogress them
further in their skiing ability.  I was quickly brought back down to
earth with a thump as I stood watching LCpl Cox , hurtling down
the Blue slope in the snow plough, which was made even mor e
embarrassing when a group of German youths on chair lifts
simultaneously started shouting “Hey Mr Plough”.  Unfortunately
for LCpl Cox this nickname has remained with him since.

As the remainder of the week unravelled, there were many more
funny moments. Sig Jimmy Campbell was on the receiving end
of most.  At the top of the summit, having alr eady spent a
morning queuing for the Gondola lift, Sig Campbell was
bemused as to why his boots would not go into his ski binding.  I
quickly pointed out that he was wearing the wr ong boots, which
wasn’t as amusing for WO2 Smith back down at the lodge.
Towards the end of the week, Sig Campbell decided he was the
new Herman Maier and overtook the pack while taking the
wrong turn skiing into Zell Am See.  He later returned to the
lodge, with the comment: “That was the worst 3 hours of my life”
– having tackled a steep, heavily rutted Black slope.

However, undoubtedly the highlight of the week for me and Capt
Emsen , was watching the YofS showing off by venturing of f piste
and attacking some bumps when he suddenly flew out of his
bindings and hurtled face first into the powder – this was
extremely funny, but I must say that this was the only time the
YofS “dobbed” and everyone else had quite a few , especially Sig
Campbell . He decided to “dobb” in some thigh deep snow and
lost his ski for around 20 mins.  Luckily he had just completed Ex
SNOW WARRIOR so he had learned the procedures for when this
happens.  

Towards the latter end of the week, we spent a day skiing in
Kaprun, where the Corps Ski Camp and Championships ar e held.
It was an enjoyable day spent carving the Glacier.

Overall it was a fantastic week for all and without doubt the best
adventure training I’ve done since being in the Army. This has left
CISTAT focused on entering a team into the Corps Skiing
Championships, in an effort to establish ourselves on the map.

INTERNATIONAL JUNGLE W ARFARE INSTRUCTORS
COURSE BELIZE - by LCpl Jim Hillis

Back in November I was asked if I would like to go to Belize to be
part of the admin team on the Inter national Jungle Warfare
Instructors Course (IJWAC).  Of course the opportunity to visit
Central America was too good to miss, so I jumped at the
chance.  On 11 January 09, I made my way up to 1(UK) Armd Div
HQ & Sig Regt in Herford to meet up with another 3 soldiers, Cpl
Mick Ramshaw , Cpl ‘Gr om’ W allace and LCpl Ian Oates . 

Our trip started with a move to Eindhoven airbase for our flight to
Belize with the Dutch Marines, who wher e taking part on the
course.  After a very long flight on a not so comfortable T ri-Star,
we finally arrived in Belize International airport.  On arrival, things
became clearer as to what we were going to do out ther e. Three
personnel were to man a safety net, working 2 hrs on and 12 of f
while I was tasked to work with the CQMS doing all the driving.
This job has its pros and cons, as anyone who has been to
Belize, and especially into the jungle, will know how bad the
roads really are. 

After 3 days at Price Barracks, we made the move into the jungle
for the first 8 day phase of the course, wher e all the augmentees
had to do the jungle survival package.  On this we lear ned how to
find food and water amongst the tr ees and also how to build a
survival shelter. After the first 8 day ex we moved back into camp
for a couple of admin days, wher e a trip or two to the legendary
“Rose Garden” took place and also a day trip to San Pedr o where
we went snorkelling next to the r eef and  got badly sun bur nt. 

We then moved back into the tr ees for another 18 days for the
main live firing, river ops and ex.  When not required, our days
were taken up by sun bathing and swimming naked at Gr ock
Bridge among the American tourists – who pay a lot of money to
see the jungle! 

Once the ex was finished, we were granted some R&R, so all the
Sigs guys and I decided to go to Mexico for a bit of Cancun
action.  Four nights with the Canadian spring br eak going on was
very hard work with nights out to coco bongos and other clubs.
Cpl Wallace and I even went scuba diving.

Overall, the ex was worth volunteering for and although the jungle
environment is hard to work in, no soldier should ever tur n the
opportunity down.   

WO2 Smith, Sig Murray and SSgt Webster enjoying the skiing

DE&S - CYPRUS COMMUNICA TIONS UNIT

\OC Maj M McCorry
USM WO2(SSM) Tresidder

CYPSAAM 2009 - by Sgt Simpson

Training began for the CypSAAM team in early March with a 4
day package designed to intr oduce firers to the SUSAT and
familiarise them with the competition matches they would attempt
during the competition.  Fir ers came from the 3 dif ferent locations
within CCU area of responsibility: Episkopi, Akr otiri and Dhekelia.
There was enough interest to enter 2 x 5 man teams into the
competition and so gave birth to Mer cury’s Marksmen and the
Scaley Snipers.

The competition started on Tuesday 31 March at Akrotiri Range
complex.  Three matches were planned for that day: 2, 6 and 7;
2 and 7 would be fired on the ETR and 6 on the MMTR.
Concurrently Match 11, the pistol match, was being fir ed as an
individual cup on the zero range within the complex.

The Scaley Snipers proved to be formidable fr om an early stage.
The scores for the different matches were coming in thick and
fast and the consistency of the scor es proved to be significant on
the overall standings.  SSgt Cooper , Sgt Sankey and Sig
Hopkins showed their capabilities with a rifle fr om an early stage.
The remaining members of the team were the USM, WO2
Tresidder and Sig Overs who both pr oved they were also more
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than capable with a rifle, although playing catch up with the
better shots.

By the end of the first day’ s shooting, the Scaley Snipers were
sitting in 2nd position.  The following day saw us travel to the
other end of the island, Dhekelia ranges, where the remaining
matches would take place.  The Scaley Snipers started the day
with the CBF’s Battle March (Match 28), a 2 mile tab followed by
a short run down the range.  Once all of the teams had fir ed, the
Scaley Snipers finished 2nd overall; this being a separate team
event.  The Scaley Snipers also finished 2nd in Match 34, the
Team Combat Snap event, which saw members negotiate
obstacles before attempting the target engagement phase of the
match.

Mercury’s Marksmen weren’t doing that well at this stage as a
team but individuals wer e producing the goods; SSgt Fisher
proved his worth as a marksman and also showed his
stubbor nness.  Falling apart at the seams, he still insisted on
running in the battle march and refused a lift up to the start point
once the match had finished for fear of being rinsed for getting in
the jack wagon.  SSgt Farr ow on the other hand had very kindly
volunteered his day sack for a touch of gr ound force re-
modelling, I’m not sur e he was as pleased as the other team
members at the result.

The team events finished the individual matches continued in the
form of Matches 3 and 4.  The day was warming up by this point
and attention spans were waning a little, resulting in scores being
less than people could have achieved perhaps.  The scor es
however were good enough from 3 members of the contingent to
finish within the top 12 fir ers.  SSgt Cooper , Sgt Sankey and Sig
Hopkins all qualified to fire in Match 8; this match would finalise
the top 12 firers with the combined scor e for the competition and
Match 8.  SSgt Cooper was on the top of the list going into the
final match but unfortunately was r educed to 3rd after the final
scores came in.  First place went to Cpl Figge from JSSU and
2nd went to Sgt Br own of 62 Engrs from Dhekelia.

SSgt Cooper , Sgt Sankey and Sig Hopkins have all qualified for
CENTSAAM to be held at Bisley this year.  HQ BFC will be
conducting training for all of those fir ers who have qualified for
Bisley and if the training is as good as it was last year, the Unit
could find mor e members firing for their place in the Army 100.

EPISKOPI TROOP - by Sig Overs

Tp OC Lt Dusty Miller
Tp SSgt SSgt Ian Farr ow

Manpower has been at an all time low in Episkopi Tp this month
with a maximum of 9 guys on the gr ound. The Faults and SWS
Sections are busy as ever with a constant flow of Faults and an
ever growing SWS backlog to deal with.  Pr oject Welchman is
also ongoing headed by Cpl Ritchie Barlow . This is the
implementation of DII in Cyprus – that we all love to work on.

Congratulations to Sig Daisy Dougherty for winning her category
of the Paphos Marathon on 28 Mar ch. Well done especially on
getting your article in the Cyprus Lion, Lifestyle magazine and
now The Wire for your efforts. The Tp will be enjoying the beers!

The Tp OC, Lt Mark Miller has now left for a 4 month tour of
Iraq, working for the Synergy installation team.  All the best and
return safe for your leaving do!  Also a fond farewell goes to Cpl
Gaz Coy who has gone on a 4 month tour in the Falkland Islands
prior to his posting to 10 Sig Regt at Corsham.

We have recently had a new Tech Sgt arrival to the Tp which
brings back a good sour ce for typical ‘Tele Mech’ Alpha-trade
tactics.  Sgt Graeme Le May arrived with high expectations
when he received his 2nd career posting to Sunny Cyprus – he
came straight from his Class 1 at Blandford to a barrage of
welcoming abuse.  We Installation Techs like to welcome the
Engineers!  Finally Sig ‘Billy’ Elliot has also returned from his 4
month tour of the Falkland Islands – he seems the same except

when driving he keeps halting and claiming he is seeing geese
crossing

AKROTIRI TROOP - by Sig Harrison

Tp OC Capt Watson
Tp SSgt SSgt Cooper

It has been a busy month for Akrotiri Tp with a lot going on with
jobs, training, competitions and new arrivals.  W e have
undertaken a big cable diversion job due to the development of
the Akrotiri Health Care Facility.   The construction site has been
placed right on a vital comms r oute which was supplying the med
centre and surrounding buildings.  With all building work
suspended until we upr ooted the cables, we wer e required to
work long days often until 1630hrs in the scor ching heat.  What
made it worse is that the main bulk of the work had to be
completed at the same time as CYPSAAM training, which meant
shooting all day from 0700hrs and then pulling new cable fr om
1200hrs; long hours but a good graft.  All buildings ar e now up
and running and the development of the Health Facility is in full
swing.

CYPSAAM has been a big thing for us this month; which involved
a training week. All the training paid of f with some good shooting
from the Tp as a whole.  Our firers consisted of Sig Peters , Sig
Maler ek with Sig Hopkins and SSgt Cooper .  LCpl Har dy did
not miss out all together as he pr ovided admin support for the
week. 

We’ve had other good achievements this month with SSgt
Cooper finishing 1st overall in the veterans’ category and 2nd
overall male in the Cyprus Services Orienteering League.

A few new arrivals this month and just one new face: Cpl Gerry
Devlin .  LCpl Reeves has just completed his Class 1 Course in
Blandford.  Quick mention of Cpl AVM on missing his flight and
pulling out of MAPRIC training due to brain overload.

DHEKELIA TROOP - by Sig Van Zyl

Tp OC Capt Moody
Tp SSgt SSgt Fisher

Over the last few weeks we’ve said farewell to some of the lads:
Sgt Sutclif fe, LCpl Matthews and Mr MacDougall .  We wish
them the best for the futur e.  Congratulations to Cpl Marsh for
being accepted on the Blandfor d recruitment team – soon to be
leaving, but not yet.  Sig Loney has also left, albeit temporarily,
for a 4 month tour of JCUFI.

We also want to welcome 2 new arrivals to the CCU family;
Clair e Foster and Nicola Mur ney have just had new borns.
Much to his disgust, Cpl Foster had to ring the bell again (and

A few of the better dr essed Troop members   
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once more big lad!). We also welcome LCpl Watt back from the
JCUFI.

As is tradition, all arrivals and departures are celebrated in the
CCU Dhekelia way. With new arrival LCpl Matthews taking part,
and Sig Downey who went on leave evading with grace.  It was
an eventful evening with a few well picked fancy dr ess outfits.  

As weather picks up, the cr oss country season has drawn to a
close with CCU the winners of the Island Minor Units Cr oss
Country league.  Many thanks to all participants but particular
thanks must go to Cpl Mur ney for leading the team so finely and
to Sig Downey whose performances have really stood out from
the crowd – 7.30 PFT my foot!  

Also well done to everybody involved in the CYPSAAM.  One ‘A’
team member, Sgt Sankey ,   finished runner up in 5 categories!
The ‘B’ team of SSgt Fisher , LCpl Danby , and Sig Downey
performed brilliantly to defeat the ‘A ’ team in the falling plate (who
would’ve thought the B team could snatch it away?)

Congratulations must also go to Sgt Poole for passing the Ocean
Diver course and to LCpl Matthews for the SMP course.  Well

done to FofS Floyd and Sgt Sankey on completing their BCDT
qualification and to Cpls Barritt and Marsh who have passed
their RMQ.    

Cpl Foster - what a legend – ringing the bell again!

JOINT SER VICE SIGNAL UNIT (CYPRUS)

CO Lt Col MS Dooley
RSM WO1(RSM) Fleming

JSSU personnel have won a brace of trophies in the last couple
of months in several disciplines.  The female cross country team
won the Cyprus league, with the men coming in runners-up; the
unit scored highly in the CYPSAAM, described below; and JSSU
also won the Island Orienteering League Major Unit prize, winning
3 individual honours in addition.  Capt Whillis won the Island
Orienteering Championship, and the M21 prize in the league,
while Sally Oliver finished 2nd female in the league.  Individuals
also won honours in the recent Paphos half marathon and 10km
races.  The Cyprus Cycle Challenge again went off without a
hitch, with 44 competitors tackling a 535km r oute with some stif f
climbs even on the ‘downhill’ day .  We’ll soon doubtless be taking
swimming prizes too, with the completion in the coming months
of an exceptional new pool complex to rival anything on the
island.  That all this is achieved against a backdrop of 24 hr
working in support of curr ent ops is testament to the har d work
put in by so many of the Unit’ s personnel.

CYPRUS FORCES FATHER RECEIVES AWARD ON SAME
HONOURS LIST AS SON.

A father and son have both been awarded commendations in the
2009 Birthday Honours List for their actions on ops in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Maj David Wilson of JSSU (Cyprus) was awarded the Queen’s
Commendation for Valuable Service (QCVS) for his work in Basra
on Op TELIC 11, while his son, Pte Tom Wilson of 2nd Bn, Para
Regt, was Mentioned in Dispatches (MiD) for his actions in
Helmand Province, Afghanistan.

Maj Wilson was the QM of the Contingency Operating Base, or
COB in Basra between February and August 2008.  He was
responsible for feeding, watering, clothing and housing the entir e
population of the base for this period.  The CO of the Support
Unit COB, Lt Col Perkins , described Maj Wilson’ s astonishing
power to drive himself, which r endered ‘the improbable within
easy reach’.  His performance was consider ed ‘a tour de for ce
and a triumph’.  Maj Wilson’ s finest hour came as he overcame
incessant difficulties to pr ovide sharp-end logistical support to Op
CHARGE OF THE KNIGHTS in March 2008.  His part in the op
was described as an absolute success: everything appear ed

when and where needed.  Considered by his chain of command
as ‘easily the most effective logistics of ficer in the Op TELIC 11
theatre’, his achievement was made all the more impressive in
that he worked without the support of an RQMS or any logistics-
trained SNCOs in his dept.  Comd Force Support in Basra at the
time of Maj Wilson’ s tenure, Col AR Br own , succinctly
summarised Maj Wilson’ s achievement : “Just as all seemed
about to fail he would arrive with an answer .”  Maj Wilson now
commands HQ Sqn, JSSU (Cyprus) in Ayios Nikolaos.

Maj Wilson’ s son, Pte Tom Wilson , was MiD for his bravery in
Helmand Province between Easter and October 2008.  Pte
Wilson who had only recently joined the Army in January 2006,
acted as a machine gunner and team medic in 4 Pl, B Coy, 2 Bn,
Para Regt.  On what was to be a testing first op tour , he was
based in FOB INKERMAN in the Upper Sangin Valley.  One of 250
soldiers in the austere and remote base, his coy was the first to
occupy the location for a full 6 month tour during the summer
months when the Taliban have traditionally been at their most
aggressive.  MOD estimates concluded that ther e was an 80 per
cent chance of a contact on any one patr ol.  “Soldiers have
proven in ops like this that they are as good as any of their
forebears”, remarked Maj Wilson , who was able to greet Tom’s
return with his wife Barbara , during the decompr ession package
in Cyprus in October 2008.

In a year of gritty op commitments acr oss the Armed Forces, for
2 honours to be celebrated by one family clearly r epresents an
exceptional achievement on the part of both men.  “All in all, it’ s
been a bloody good year”’ concluded Maj Wilson .

Maj Dave Wilson and his son, Pte Tom Wilson – both on the 2009
Birthday Honours List  
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CYPSAAM

Combat Support arms picked up all the honours at the Cyprus
SAAM in early April, with JSSU, the Cyprus Communications Unit
and 62 (Cyprus) Sp Sqn RE vying for best team in a competition
that mirrors the Bisley SAAM.  Shining individual performances
from Cpl Figge (who won Champion at Arms and the pistol
CQB), SAC Huckstepp (Best Individual in B Class) and CplWhite
(3rd in pistol CQB) were complemented by a team victory in the
Combat Snap.  JSSU were 3rd overall in the competition, with the
infantry nowhere to be seen.

JSSU (CYPRUS) SUPERSTARS EVENT AT TROODOS

Four teams battled for supr emacy in the inaugural JSSU (Cyp)
Unit Superstars event hosted at Troodos by Golf Sect on Monday
6 April.  The challenges undertaken by each team of 6 were the
notorious ‘Seven Sisters’ hill run, mountain biking ar ound the
Hog’s Back Route, a 5km row, a Krypton factor type physical and
mental challenge, an orienteering/word search combination and
the Iron Soldier challenge that will be familiar to any Soccer am
viewer – and it’s a lot harder than it looks!

Two teams of equal ability fr om 1 Sqn were placed alongside 1
team each from 2 and HQ Sqns.  1 Sqn ‘B’ got of f to a flying start
on the Iron Soldier, with SAC Davis smashing the competition
with a time of 2 mins 38 seconds.  It was her e that the first
effects of altitude became appar ent, with all competitors
complaining of the tunnel vision symptoms of hypoxia.  The
medic was soon busy doling out oxygen.  The next event, the
Hog’s Back mountain bike race, was won by WO2(SSM) Page for
1 Sqn ‘A’.  Concurrently, the 4 competitors on the 5km r ow were
getting stuck in, with Sgt Gray (1 Sqn A team) seeing off a strong
challenge from LCpl Blandfor d to win one of the hardest events.

Another deceptively challenging event was the Seven Sisters, a
2.8km hill run up the road from Platres to Troodos Camp which
took in over 1000 feet of ascent.  The field for this challenge was
of exceptional quality , featuring runners who came in the top 10
of the recent Cyprus Inter-Services Cross Country.  First in was
Cpl Laf for d of 1 Sqn in 12 mins with the other runners: Cpl
Beedles , SAC Huckstepp and Cpl Lemon in immediate pursuit.
The orienteering had a twist, as within 30 mins the competitors
had to locate 5 contr ols and then form as many words as
possible from the 10 letters located at the checkpoints.  Cyprus
orienteering champion Capt Whillis won the event with a time of
10 min 58 secs and 118 words.  Finally, the Krypton factor
challenge was won by Mrs Lemon who proved a whizz, not only
at pushing through a serious gym test but then assembling a
complex jigsaw befor e catching her breath.  SAC Carol
Baddeley of 1 Sqn A team was a close 2nd.

1 Sqn ‘A’ team led into the final event, a 6 x 1400m r elay from the
lowest to highest point on T roodos Station.  The fatigue of the
morning told – no matter how slowly competitors chose to run up
the hill, a serious oxygen debt built up.  2 Sqn finished str ongly,
winning the race by several hundred metres.  HQ Sqn were
second, and deserve extra credit as Cpl Lemon and team

captain, Cpl Worboyes ran twice due to injuries sustained earlier
by other team members.  The two1 Sqn teams, drained by their
previous exertions, brought up the rear in a tightly contested
finish.

The overall results saw 1 Sqn ‘A’ and HQ Sqn tie for first place,
with 1 Sqn being given victory by virtue of their first place finish in
4 of the 7 events.  The unit 2IC, Sqn Ldr Chapman , presented
the trophy to a tired Cpl Ward, and gave a well deserved vote of
thanks to Sgt Robson and the members of Golf Sect for a
superbly run event.  Troodos Superstars will run annually and
competitors fr om units across the Island will be invited to
compete, to make full use of the excellent facilities available.

JSSU CYPRUS PAPHOS MARATHON - by CPO Nobby Clarke

In November 2008, Cpl Adam Fear ran/walked the Amathunta
half marathon in Cyprus wearing CS95, combat boots and
carrying a bergen weighing 15kg (the required rig for conducting
the Army Compulsory Fitness Test, the BCFT).  Having destroyed
his feet in this relatively short distance, he decided that it would
be yet more fun if he completed the Paphos marathon in the
same attire.  Having decided upon this course of action, he asked
for volunteers from all three Services to make up a tri-Service
team that would be willing to tab (army terminology for walking)
the distance.  As a RN CPO (CT), I realised that anything the
Army could do, I could do better and with mor e style and so I
along with 8 others (7 Army and 1 RAF Cpl) decided to pick up
the gauntlet that had been thr own down.  After 12 weeks training,
though less in some cases, the day of the race arrived and we
lined up on the start line, 26 miles from Paphos.  The sun was
beating down, the wind was blowing a gale in our faces and the
start was at the bottom of a hill.  In short, it was everything that a
naval athlete dreams of.

After only 1km (Cyprus is in Europe, so all measurements were in
metres which meant that we had 42000 of the little blighters to
cover), it was clear that the team of 10 wer e not going to stay
together.  The racing snake form of Cap Paul Whillis was already
making some serious headway through the rest of the runners.
CPO Clarke in 2nd place maintained a healthy distance away
from the rest of the pack with the other 8 keeping within r eaching
distance of each other.  At the halfway point, the pack had spr ead
out even further and at 26km we suf fered our first and only
casualty, Cpl Paul Car dall whose feet had ‘exploded’ at 10km
but he had managed to soldier on (no pun intended) for a further
16km before succumbing to the pain. The constant headwind did
nothing to aid our daring servicemen’ s progress but we battled
on. The remaining competitors continued valiantly to the end with
no further problems encountered and were welcomed in by other
members of JSSU who had taken part in the half Marathon and
the 10km run.  Everybody who finished got in between 4 hrs 30
mins and 6 hrs 10 mins, by which time some pr etty determined
Cypriots were trying to dismantle the finish post and go home.

This was an incredibly rewarding challenge to take part in and
one that I would definitely r ecommend to others. Personally, I
would rather shave my eyeballs than do another marathon but I
will gladly donate to someone else’ s chosen charity.

We chose ‘Help for Heroes’ as we have several members of the
unit who have received treatment from Headley Court and we

JSSU Soldier on the range

Cpl Lafford Win the 7 Sisters Hill Run
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have quite a large proportion of the RAF Regt either deployed at
the moment or about to go on ops.

Capt Paul WO1 Jim Reeves
CPO(CT) Nobby Clarke RN Sgt Robbo Robson 
Sgt Paul Bone Cpl Kai Phillips
Cpl Paul Car dall Cpl Ads Fear
Cpl Lee Halsall Cpl Steve Jones RAF

Additionally, JSSU runners won 5 trophies in the Paphos 10km
and half marathon races on Sunday 15 March.  The CO, Lt Col
Mike Dooley won the 40-44 male half marathon age category in
1:17:59, finishing 3rd overall, while Cpl Rebekah Lincoln was
2nd female to finish in 1:36:28.  WO2(SSM) Pam Mitchell
finished 3rd in the 35-39 female category in 1:49:16, followed by
Jen Gellini who was 2nd in her age category with a time of
1:59:28.  Cpl Pat Lockyer also finished 3rd in his age category in
the 10km race.

AY NIK SADDLE CLUB SPRING SHOW - by Jess Walker

On Saturday 14 March, Ay Nik Saddle Club held a Spring Show
and Open Day, including a Show Jumping competition between
riders from Dhekelia Saddle Club, a local club, Maria and Sandy’s
and 6 riders, including 2 military who r epresented Ay Nik. 

The show was organised to advertise the re-launch of the Club,
including a name change from Famagusta Saddle Club to Ayios
Nikolaos Saddle Club. This change has been made to
reinvigorate and reflect the energy of the current members who
have helped turn a struggling organisation into a successful and
busy enterprise.  As well as a name change, a new logo has been
designed and club colours of scarlet and gold chosen to r eflect
the local area.

The Spring Show was a very successful event and was strongly
supported by the JSSU community with over 100 people visiting
the club during the course of the day .   The Show Jumping
competition was a good display of the Saddle Club’ s facilities and
took place between 11am and 4pm with a br eak for horses and
riders at lunchtime. There were 4 classes so that riders of all
abilities could take part.  We were also lucky enough to have an
experienced equestrian, Sue Montavani who was kind enough to
judge the competition.  Sue has been judging at competitions on
the Island for many years and was a member of Dhekelia Saddle
Club for over 25 years.  As such she has a good knowledge of all
the military Saddle Clubs on Island and was pleased to see our
club so active again. 

As well as the Show Jumping, there was plenty for visitors to do
on the day; we had stalls from CAMEO, the PRI shop and
Tracey’s jewellery, face painting, various games and a fantastic
BBQ courtesy of LCpl Miller who went on to entertain everyone
by clowning around after having his face painted!

Another visitor was Phil Matthews , manager of Famagusta
Saddle Club between 1991 and 1994, when it was still a military

organisation. Phil was very pleased to be returning to the club
and has asked to be invited to futur e events as he still feels a
strong connection.  Although the club and many of the horses
have changed since he was in charge the structure of the club
has not changed much and he enjoyed looking thr ough some old
photograph albums, r eminiscing and catching up with some old
compatriots with whom he had served.

There has been a Saddle Club at Ay Nik since the 1960s and up
until recently it was a military club with managers being supplied
by cavalry units. Since 2002, the club has been kept going by
willing volunteers and a succession of managers, r eliant on
available knowledge and skills which has at times been dif ficult
due to the transitory natur e of the families posted here.  Currently
we are lucky enough to have an excellent group of members and
have a chief instructor who has over 20 years of equestrian
experience and is resident on the Island, which should ensur e
some continuity for the for eseeable future.

Lt Col Dooley was kind enough to take time fr om a hectic
schedule to visit the Saddle Club, catching the last moments of
the competition befor e being given an impromptu tour of the
yard. This was followed by a few wor ds of thanks to everyone
and the presentation rosettes and prizes to the competitors
before the raffle. The CO’s visit brought to a close a very busy,
exciting and successful day . 

CYPRUS INTER SERVICES CROSS COUNTRY
- by WO2 Jeffs and Cpl Lincoln

The JSSU cross country team had yet another excellent year.
Race 1, hosted at Episkopi, was the biggest test of the season.
The hills were almost vertical and there were very few flats but
the JSSU male and female teams plodded on. The 2nd race of
the season, hosted at Ay Nik, had a great number of runners
turning out, making the JSSU team str onger then ever.  Just the
luck of Ay Nik, the heat was turned up making the course hotter
then ever and the tracks blindingly white. The season went on
with races hosted by all the competing teams. The courses have
been a testing 6 miles both for males and females. 2 Lancs won
the Major Units from JSSU (Cyp) who were close rivals
throughout the season. The team rivalry was mirrored
individually by Capt Stephen (2 Lancs) who won the individual
race narrowly beating Lt Col Dooley (JSSU Cyp). In the female
competition, JSSU (Cyp) clearly won the team event led by their
captain Cpl Becky Lincoln . Despite injury, Sgt Antoniou (DSU)
fought on bravely to bar ely win the female individual prize from
Becky .  Other prize winners included WO2(SSM) Mitchell , Cpl
Kirk Donaldson , Mrs Jen Gellini and Mr Chris W elch .

The season culminated with the Inter-Services race, also held at
Ay Nik. One hundred and twenty runners took part fr om across

JSSU tabbers at Aphrodite’ s Rock before starting the marathon

Cpl Robson jumping
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the Island over an exciting 5.5 mile course with mud flats, climbs
up escarpments and sections over indistinguishable bundu.  The
race results were clear with both the male and female tr ophies
being won by the Army for the 3r d year running.  

This season saw a large increase in civilian runners competing
alongside the military in both the male and female league.  With
the unit entering extra events like the Cyprus Inter national 4 day
challenge and the Paphos marathon, hopefully this will continue
into next season. 

The end of the season always sees the end of many postings. For
those that are leaving, all the best in your new league and for the
people that will still be her e for next season keep training.         Start of the Cyprus Inter-Services Cross Country  

JOINT SER VICE SIGNAL UNIT (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj Dennis W eir MBE
PSAWO WO1 John Farr ell

The period from Christmas to date has been a relatively quiet
time for the majority of JSSU(V); perhaps not so quiet for our 5
personnel who have been deployed on mobilization or op FTRS
contracts, but even those deployments ar e slowly coming to an
end and we look forwar d to having CPO Spider Kelly , WO1 Ted
Roberts , WO1 Mark Jor dan, WO1 Jock Robertson , WO2 Bob
Wright and WO2 Steve Miller back with us at our monthly
training weekends.  I am sure they will have many war stories to
tell us over a beer.

The most recent unit highlight has been our traditional
participation in the Lincoln10km Run, an annual event in which
members of JSSU(V) raise money for the Y Services Branch,
Royal British Legion contribution to the Poppy Appeal.  As in
previous years, we had ‘runners’ and ‘bucketeers’, the former
raising money through sponsorship and the latter appealing to
the generosity of the many spectators along the r oute of the run.
Our picture shows the ‘runners’ Maj Dennis W eir , WO2 Loz Hill ,
Jt Tertia Ritchie and the ‘bucketeers’ Lt Col Monty Mountfor d,
WO1 Mick Davies , WO2 Killer Armstr ong and WO1 Marina
Neighbour . WO1 Mark Gould was just a tad late tur ning up, so
missed his opportunity to appear in the photo.

We were particularly delighted and indeed honour ed to have the
participation of our Comd CVHQ, Lt Col Mountfor d, on this
year’s run.  Many ‘Wire’ readers will remember Col Monty from
his time in the Corps and will no doubt be willing to for give him
for his defection to the Int Corps.  At the time of writing the final

total of money raised had not been established but we ar e
confident that it will be in excess of £1300 pounds.

With our fund raising efforts behind us, we now look forwar d to
the next major event of 2009 which will be our Annual Camp at
JSSU(Digby) in September.  We have ambitious plans for this
camp and we are confident we will be r eporting a highly
successful fulfilment of those plans when we next appear in The
Wire.

The Unit continues to flourish and r ecruiting, particularly into our
RNR element, is going well.  We are gradually approaching our
total establishment, so any readers who are thinking of joining us
when they leave the Regulars, should submit their applications
sooner rather than later.      

The JSSU(V) team line up for the start of the race

SPORT

EXERCISE MERCUR Y GLACIER XII

- by Capt Emma Cameron

Ex MERCURY GLACIER XIIwas the 2008 Royal Signals Winter
Sports training camp and championships.  It was held once again
in Zell-am-See, Austria over the period 15 November to 13
December 2008.

The camp is run over 4 weeks and units have the option to attend
4, 3 or just 2 weeks if work commitments ar e high.  However
attendance this year was excellent with 62 soldiers attending the
full 4 weeks.  We had a total of 83 competitors in the
Championships representing 15 different units from across the

Corps, both Regular and Territorial.  And for the first time this
year we had an adaptive skier on the camp, Sgt Mick Br ennan
from 30 Sig Regt who was a forerunner for the races in his
monoski.

The conditions were once again excellent and the month began
with training on the Kitzsteinhor n Glacier at 3000m.  Although the
winds can be strong and rather cold – minus 24 wind chill – the
training pistes are excellent for all abilities from beginner to the
more experienced racer.  The training week starts with the
beginners having lessons from the off and the more experienced
have a morning to get their ‘ski legs’ back befor e a ski off is
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conducted and then you ar e split into ability gr oups.  Once this
has been decided, the training begins and for those of you who
may think it is an easy 4 weeks, think again; the training is really
intense.  The teams are on the first lift in the mor nings and train
hard until mid after noon; the training begins with technique and
various exercises building up to training in the gates, both slalom
and giant slalom.  For some the learning curve is as steep as the
slopes themselves but befor e long even the beginners are looking
like professionals thanks to the high standar d of instruction on
the camp.

We were fortunate enough to have excellent snowfall this year,
enabling us to move to the slightly warmer climes of the
Schmittenhoe Mountain midway thr ough the second week;
putting a smile, and some sun, on everyone’s face.

On the last day of the third week, adrenalin is high as the soldiers
compete, in what is for many , their first ever alpine downhill race,
the seeding giant slalom.  This race sorts out the pecking or der of
the racers with everyone pushing for a place in the top 15.  The
following week the racing gets serious with the team and
individual competition in Slalom and Giant Slalom.  It is a
fantastic atmospher e with the experienced races all competing
for the top spot, to the beginners smiling when they make it over
the finish line!  This year one particular beginner showed
outstanding potential for the futur e when Sig Kier on Mulholland
proved he was a natural at racing.  He began the championships
seeding at position 71, however he finished the championships
seeded 18th!  An excellent performance enabling him to win Best
Novice Skier and Most Impr oved Skier.

The Corps Camp is over for another year, and once again we had
excellent snow and a fantastic competition.  W e all returned
safely home except one, Lt Charlotte Pitstra – she was taken
from us too early.  Nevertheless she fell where she belonged and
loved being, on the piste.  A fantastic girl and a talented skier ,
always bouncing around with a smile on her face; whether it was
on the slopes, enjoying après ski, in the field with cam cr eam on,
or commanding her tr oop.  She will be sadly missed but fondly
remembered.  Sleep well Charlotte , we shall meet again, just not
yet.  I’ll miss you along with so many others.

The dates for the 2009 training camp and championships – Ex
MERCURY GLACIER XIII are 14 November – 12 December.  We
are currently looking for instructors for this year’ s camp, you do
not need race experience, so if you are interested please contact
WO2(RQMS) Andy Dawson on Mil: 95471 7002.  For all other
enquiries about the ex please contact Capt Emma Camer on on
Mil: 94371 2041.

The full results of the Corps Championships ar e printed on the
inside back cover of this magazine.  

Sgt Brennan shows off in his monoski!  

The instructors and officials strike a pose for the camera!

Sig Mulholland proves even the novices can take gates! 

Lt Charlotte Pitstra shows off her skill winning the Slalom  
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BARBADOS TOUR 1- 16 FEBRUAR Y 2009

Finally the months of planning were over and the squad (minus
the Chairman and the Skipper) met at 30 Sig Regt for an initial
tour brief and some team bonding in the bar .  The law was laid
down, all the ‘Gucci’ Gray-Nicolls equipment was issued and the
anticipation was high but first of all we had to make the coach
journey at 0300hrs the next morning to Gatwick.  What an epic it
was to get everyone on the coach but eventually we set of f 45
mins later but we were all accounted for.  At the airport we met
up with the Chairman, Lt Col Roddy Nicholson and the Skipper,
Cpl Keith For d, who had just returned from Iraq the previous day,
in anticipation of the 8 hr flight to Barbados.  Soon we wer e
touching down at Grantley Adams Airport, Barbados and we wer e
greeted by 35 degree heat. Incidentally, the snow had already
arrived in the UK.

We were then quickly taken to the splendid surr oundings of the
Allamanda Beach Hotel, Rockley and the guys quickly became
acquainted with Banks beer and we r eceived an itinerary brief
from our island rep, Don Gooding about fixtures, transport
timings and what to expect.

The rust was evident during the first few practice sessions at
Dover Cricket field but at least it gave us the opportunity to gain
some much needed game time and importantly , in the heat.  It
was during these sessions that we wer e introduced to the
Caribbean ethos on cricketing life with the tracks r esembling the
take off ramp of HMS Ark Royal, grass isn’t required, straw and
loam mixed with water and a heavy roller leaves something that
Tony Hawks could score points on!  Secondly, everyone in
Barbados has an opinion on cricket, even those passing by in
cars stop to of fer their encouragement, good or bad.  In fact the
only thing a Bajan likes to see more than a 6 going into Cow
Corner is the death rattle of the stumps fr om quick bowlers.

Suddenly, after 2 days of training, we were ready for the first
game against the Police Force at Queens Park. During the warm
up, Sgt Kym Homewood was fined for asking a local policeman
how to tune his ancient radio in – Royal Signals at its best!  In
typical fashion Fordy won the toss and put the Police into bat

and we had the dream start with a wicket for Dave ‘Widey’
Wade.  After a decent opening spell between Wadey and Sgt
Dave Hudson , wickets fell at a decent rate but the Police rallied.
Tight bowling by SSgt Steve Hole and SSgt Steve Fox and
some superb fielding by Sig Jit Rai ensured we kept it tight with
the Police reeling at 85 for 5.  In typical fashion, WO2 Rossy
Thubr on came into the attack and it wasn’ t long before he was
launched over mid-wicket for a huge 6 endangering the bus
depot some 120m away!  A spot of déjà-vu since the same thing
happened on the previous tour in 1999 – giving everyone a laugh
at his expense.  Eventually the Police made 195 in 35 overs.

Our reply saw us lose both openers for 2 runs but the Police
bowled as many wides as Wadey and our score was 37 for 2
after 4 overs.  Enter the man of the match Mr Billy Williams .
After the disappointment of the net session, Billy looked in good
touch from the word go.  Both he and Fordy got us back in the
game and an excellent partnership between Billy (97 not out) and
WO2 Nick Palmer (28) saw us set up for a tense finish but a
timely 6 off the penultimate over by Billy left us in a good position
and we won the match with 4 balls to spar e.

An excellent match against good opposition had left RSCC
drawing first blood on the Island.  After a small pr esentation, we
retired for some well earned R&R in the form of Rum and Coke.
Unfortunately this tur ned out to be the best performance on the
Island from RSCC.

After a couple of days rest we entered the 2nd game against the
North Stars CC.  Although the Island is roughly the same size as
the Isle of White, it still took us over an hour to travel to the
scenic parish of St Andrew. On arrival at Crab Hill, a number of
things went wrong, Cpl Joe Binder was injured during the warm-
up leaving an unchanged side and in the first few overs the
Skipper failed to hurdle the 2 in high boundary rope and went
over badly – nice one Fordy.

With this sort of form and luck, we succumbed to a defeat by a
margin of 110 runs.  Good performances fr om Holey with the ball
(2 for 33) and the Skipper, who managed to limp to 35, wer e not
enough on a blisteringly hot day, after 6 catches were put down.
To put it into context though, this was also the day England got
stuffed in Jamaica.

Time to lick our wounds the best way possible and so we
embarked the following mor ning on a catamaran cruise up the
coast, in search of the endangered Green Turtles.  This wonderful
trip turned into an experience for all, but none mor e so than Cpl
Ray Harrison . In the first 5 mins, he had managed to lose his
wide brimmed hat overboar d, last seen heading to Trinidad.  After
snorkelling without a T-Shirt, he started to r esemble the colour of
Hellboy. 

Our 3rd and 4th games against Conrad Hunte CC and Banks
Breweries Sports Club followed similar patter ns; there were some
good individual performances but overall a certain degr ee of
rustiness and no luck in the field cost us.  At Conrad Hunte,
Holey scored 58 and Rossy picked up 3 wickets in a game that
was easily winnable yet we managed to contrive to lose by 18
runs.  

The 4th game against Banks Breweries found us facing our
toughest opponents to date, a very str ong Banks side with
excellent cricketers, including two national players.  For the first
time on the tour our bowling attack all chipped in with good
probing lines started by Joe and Wadey.  Rossy , Dave and Ray
all got into the action and wer e backed up by some superb
fielding including a swan like, one handed diving catch fr om the
Skipper leading the way.  Banks still managed to amass 209 all
out, which shows the quality of the cricket that was played.

CORPS CRICKET

The RSCC on display at the Kensington Oval.  Sgt Kym
Homewood, Cpl Joe Binder , LCpl Dave Wade, Now Mr Billy

Williams, SSgt Steve Hole, LCpl Warren Deeming, Lt Col Roddy
Nicholson, WO2 Nick Palmer, Sgt Dave Hudson, Cpl Keith Ford,

SSgt Steve Fox, WO2 Ross Thubron, Sig Jit Rai, Cpl Ray
Harrison 
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Our reply was led by Holey (42) and a superb knock of 72 by
Nick Palmer .  Chasing nearly 7 an over it was a difficult task
against some excellent pace bowling.  Yet again we fell
agonisingly close and pushed a str ong team all the way.  In
customary fashion we retired to the bar area for refreshments in
the form of…. rum and coke, even at the home of Banks Beer it
was unavoidable.

Our final game of the tour led us to the home of the Barbados
Defence Force (BDF) at Paragon.  With a semblance of a return to
form, we anticipated a good match against a very well or ganised
side.  We won the toss and the Skipper decided to bat first.
Holey again lead the way with 78 and both Billy (29) and Fordy
(43) chipped in to take the total to 207.

Unlike the previous game, the bowling was not up to its usual
standard and while everyone started well, wickets did not fall
against very technically adept batsmen.  While they lacked the
power of some of the earlier batsmen we had faced on the tour ,
they were again extremely proficient on a decent track and
quickish outfield.  Even LCpl Warren Deeming got stuck into the
action but with little success.  Finally the BDF wrapped the game
up with a couple of overs to spar e.

It was a frustrating end to another competitive match we so
wanted to win.  After the usual pr esentation, we travelled back to
the hotel for a quick change and then we wer e kindly hosted by
the BDF at St Annes Fort.  With the WAGs in tow, a terrific
evening was enjoyed by all. Some excellent entertainment was
provided by our part time photographer and mascot for the tour
Jack Fox and saw the chance for the Corps to be r e-acquainted
with an old friend, retired Maj Maxi Springer who was incredibly
proud to see the RSCC touring his native Barbados.  After the
formal presentations were made, we eventually boarded the
coach and headed our way home.  

With the end of the tour in sight it was time to r eflect on the
lessons learned.  Although we lost 4 out of 5 matches, 3 wer e
very close and with a bit mor e luck the results could have been
reversed.  With 4 of the Corps’ superstars‘, Messrs Senneck ,
Winfield , Houghton and Jackson absent for the tour had meant
we really were up against it.  Still I am confident that the RSCC in
an English summer would have won all 5 games – I guess we’ll
just have to right that wr ong sometime in the futur e!  No doubt
the benefit gained from this experience for all is immeasurable
and we look forward to the 2009 season.  The tour also saw
Corps colours pr esented to 2 of the RSCC stalwarts in SSgt
Steve Fox and Sgt Dave Hudson after many years of high
quality contribution – well done guys and what better place to
present their awards than at the legendary Kensington Oval in
front of the Sir Garfield Sobers stand.  

Overall the tour was a huge success and provided a fantastic
opportunity to play cricket in one of the finest envir onments
available.  The island, the people and everything it has to of fer
were a privilege to experience and the next generation of Corps
players are encouraged to come forwar d to ensure there is a
chance this tour may be repeated in the future.  This truly does
highlight the fun side of Army life and pr oves sport still remains a
key factor in the Corps.

We now turn our focus back to the main business of winning
back the famous Grouse trophy in 2009 but with an ageing
squad, we must captur e those budding stars that ar e hidden
away in units.  All cricket of ficers and potential players who ar e
interested in playing for the RSCC are strongly encouraged to
make themselves known to the secr etary and hopefully they can
experience Barbados in the futur e.  For further information,
contact: 

WO2(YofS) RossThubr on  
34 Sig Regt
Tel: 94714 4034
Fax: 94714 4076
34SR-RHQ-YofS
34SR-RHQ-YofS@mod.uk
Rossthubron@hotmail.co.uk

RSCC BARBADOS TOUR - FIXTURES AND RESUL TS

SSgt Steve Fox receiving Corps colours from the Chairman

Sgt Dave Hudson receiving Corps colours from the Chairman

Date Opponents Venue First
Innings

Second
Innings

Result

a b c d e f

04 Feb Police Weymouth
Police 195

all out
RSCC 

197 for 6
RSCC win

by 5 wickets

07 Feb North Stars Crab Hill
North Stars
237 for 6

RSCC 
128 all out

North Stars
win by 110

runs

09 Feb
Conrad

Hunt
St Lucy

Conrad Hunt
183 for 7

RSCC 
165 all out

Conrad Hunt
win by 18

runs

11 Feb Banks
Brewery

Rec
Banks 209 

all out
RSCC 

195 all out
Banks win
by 14 runs

13 Feb BDF Paragon
RSCC 

207 for 7
BDF 

210 for 4
BDF win by
6 wickets
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Bowling A verages Batting A verages

Name Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Average S/R Best

a b c d e f g h

Thubr on 30 4 174 11 15.82 16.36 6-0-41-3

Wade 35 2 136 5 27.20 42.00 7-0-42-2

Fox 7 0 58 2 29.00 21.00 3-0-30-2

Hole 21 0 118 4 29.50 31.50 6-0-33-2

Binder 18 0 93 3 31.00 36.00 7-0-41-2

Jitendra 11 0 65 2 32.50 33.00 4-0-31-2

Hudson 15 0 99 3 33.00 30.00 3-0-36-2

Harrison 28 2 184 4 46.00 42.00 6-1-22-1

Name Inns NO Runs Average HS
a b c d e f

Williams 5 1 194 48.50 97*

Hole 5 0 184 36.80 78

Binder 3 2 28 28.00 14

Palmer 5 0 118 23.60 72

Ford 5 0 103 20.60 43

Wade 5 1 40 10.00 15

Fox 5 0 41 8.20 15

Thubr on 3 0 16 5.33 11

Harrison 3 0 15 5.00 10

Deeming 3 1 9 4.50 5

Jitendra 5 1 17 4.25 10

Hudson 2 1 3 3.00 2*

THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIA TION

General Secr etary and T reasur er: Lt Col (Retd) CP Conlon
Assistant General Secr etary: Maj (Retd) IN Gr eig

Welfar e Secr etary: Miss L Rowley
Membership Secr etary: Mr PJ Cuckow

Patr on: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals

Chairman: Brig NF W ood

Association Office
RHQ Royal Signals
Blandford Camp
Blandford Forum
Dorset 
DT11 8RH
www.royalsignlalsassociation.co.uk

Welfare Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2089

Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089
Email: welfare@royalsignals.mod.uk

Membership Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090

Tel (civ) 01258 482090
Email: rsa@royalsignals.mod.uk

Lt Col (Retd) Carl Conlon
Tel: 01258 482081

Maj (Retd) Ian Greig
Tel: 01258 482082

Mr Peter Cuckow
Tel: 01258 482090

Branch news .  Following the sad passing of Jess Weir , Mr
Barrie W alker has been elected as Chairman of the Poole
Branch. Mr Roy Barfoot has been elected Hon Chairman
Bedford Branch.  My belated congratulations to Cyril Cooke on
his well deserved election as President of our Darlington Branch.
Prior to this, Cyril had been the Branch Secretary for over 30
years. Whilst serving, Cyril was one us ‘old br eed’ of Supt Clerks
–many will remember that the Corps lost this trade to the AG
Corps in 1993. Following their AGM, the West Wales Branch has
elected Mrs Linda Davies as Hon Secretary to succeed Bert
Colderick .  Linda can be contacted at: 01554-776493. The
Swindon Branch has changed the venue for its monthly meetings.
Please get in touch with Secretary, Peter Howells for details on;
01793-643 735.

Central Committee Appointments .  Col Ian Thomson ,
Southport Branch, has been appointed as Ar ea 2 Representative
to succeed Maj Brian Ivison .  Lt Col Jim Ross, Dorset Branch
succeeds Maj Bob McLar en as Area 5 Representative.

Reunion 2010 .  Due to a clash with the so called “Armed For ces
Day”, it has been decided to bring forwar d the date for the 2010
RSA Reunion to 19/20 June.  All subsequent reunions will
similarly be effected. The date for this year’s event remains as
27/28 June 2009.

New Life Members . A warm welcome is extended to the
following members enroled since the last issue of The Wire:-

Rank/Name Service Branch/unit
LCpl Ken Fear ns 1947-49 Sale Branch
Cpl Paul(Ted) Stuart 1979-94
WO2 George Ralph 1965-90
Sgt Paul Jones 1984-03
Cpl Adrian W all 1988-98
Cpl Steve Thomas 1979-89
Cpl Gerald Reeve 1946-49
LCpl Scott Mauchlen 1983-88
SSgt Chris Holmes 1980-04
Sgt Karl T urner 1993-09
Maj Jenny Bowes 1993-date
LCpl John Bryson 1968-72
Maj Bob T aylor 1972-09 16 Sig Regt
Sgt Frank Delaney 1976-96 Sheffield Br
Cpl Billy W oodhouse 1960-63 Chesterfield Br
Sig Brian W alters 1955-58
Cpl David Seeley 1974-93
WO1 Martin Murray 1988-date  3 Div Sig Regt
Sgt Damen Gauchi 1996-09 HQ DISC
LCpl Alan Holland 1973-86
SSgt Duncan Hunter 1988-date  14 Sig Regt
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LCpl Kirsty Bage 2003-09
LCpl Leon Middleton 1987-99
Sgt Ken Murray 1964-87
LCpl Roy (Titch) Lee 1975-86
Cpl Si Wooldridge 1986-94
Sgt Kevin T remain 1975-89
Cpl Andy Anderton 1983-08
Sig Terry Barr ow 1951-53
Sig Patrick Clif for d 1949-73 Dorset Branch
Cpl Rod Adamson 1947-49
Sig Archie Walker -Br own 1940-46 Edinburgh Branch
Sig Elizabeth Owen 2007-08
WO1 Mark Hopkins 1987-date
Cpl Mar cus Kershaw 1997-date
Cpl Chris Quine 1957-59
Sig Chris W oodman 1949-51
Sig Nadine Lilley(Hayles ) 1991-98
WO1 Spencer Or d 1987-09
Cpl Don Kerby 1946-48
Cpl Lee Mason 1997-07
Sig Darr en Garton 1989-95
SSgt Dave McCulloch 1983-05
WO2 Jase Nicholls 1992-date  RSS Blandford
Sig Brian McIlwraith 1972-78
Cpl Mac McClory 1992-97
Sig Stuart W ebb 1993-97
LCpl Peter Jack 1976-90
Sgt Baz Roberts 1984-98
Sig Andr ew McKeown 2002-08
WO1 Malcolm Smart MBE 1959-78 Royal Hospital Chelsea
Sgt Mark Bell 1980-93
WO1 Mick Concepcion 1985-09
Sgt Andr ew Pear ce 1979-95
Cpl Ian Thompson 1979-89
Cpl Ross Barry 1998-08
LCpl Brian Priestley 1975-86
Sig Jon Finney 1992-00
Sgt Lee Tinsell 1988-02
SSgt Ken Bryan 1993-date  Manchester Branch
LCpl Karin Cochrane 2006-date  Manchester Branch
Sig Joanne Gradwell 2007-date  Manchester Branch
Cpl Stuart Gr een 1994-date  Manchester Branch
SSgt Mike Hanna 1994-date  Manchester Branch
Sig Vicki Howar d 2006-date  Manchester Branch
Sig Jim McV ean 2008-date  Manchester Branch
LCpl John McV ean 2006-date  Manchester Branch
Sgt Martyn Porter 1984-date  Manchester Branch
LCpl Adam Southworth 2006-date  Manchester Branch
Cpl Mark Sowden 1986-date  Manchester Branch
LCpl Peter W alsh 2000-date  Manchester Branch
WO2 Kevin Westall 1983-date  Manchester Branch
Sgt Eric Calvert 1971-93
Sig Alan Fulfor d 1954-56
LCpl Peter Gr eaves 1976-83 Darlington Branch
Cpl Jason Hooper 1985-09
WO1 Dick Lee 1969-08 Bristol Branch   

R Waldr on £10.00
N Pullman £50.00
Neville L yons £50.00
Dennis Hill £10.00
Bournemouth Branch RSA in memory of 
Mr J Flooks £10.00
Col JWW Cock £50.00
From the sale of amateur radio equipment
of the late Maj Ray W ebb £428.25
Mr AKM Bristow £100.00
Col GAW Hickman in memory of 
Maj Gen AC Birtwistle CB CBE DL £50.00
Jack Anderson in memory of 
Barrie Hickling £20.00
Maj Gen AA Anderson £100.00
Lt Col CN Lightfoot in memory of 
Maj Gen AC Birtwistle CB CBE DL £25.00
Maj Dewi T rehar ne in memory of 
Bill Bar nes, Pat Laf ferty and Maj Gen Birtwistle £50.00
Julian Gibson-W att in memory of 
Edgar Harrison £30.00
Manchester Branch RSA £100.00
Reading Branch RSA £200.00
Lincoln Branch RSA £50.00
Peter Mathews £10.00
Mr & Mrs R L Gasson in memory of 
Len (Tubby) Gasson £50.00
Mr & Mrs P Clark in memory of 
Len (Tubby) Gasson . £15.00 

DONATIONS

Derrik Wilson (56 Div Sigs Assn) £12.00
Poole Branch RSA in memory of 
Lt Col (Retd) Jess W eir £100.00
Tim Bushell in memory of 
Malcolm McKinlay £50.00
James Humble £10.00
S Clout £10.00
Bedford Branch RSA in memory of
Maj Joe Cr ocker and Harry Dalziel £50.00
Bedford Branch RSA £50.00
The Revd George Paton £50.00
Donations totalling in memory of 
Mr William Kent £765.10

ALDERSHOT BRANCH

In February members attended the theatre at Sonning Mill near
Reading, where we had dinner followed by a very enjoyable
presentation of an Alan Ayckbourn comedy.  In March the
highlight was a talk by our own Neville L yons , until recently our
newsletter editor and a staunch member of our committee for
some years past.  As his name suggests, although not having
been in any way involved in the business, he has a distant family
connection which has lead him to investigate the history of the
famous Joe Lyons Corner House.  Neville presented us with a
detailed and amusing account of the beginning and pr ogress of
the famous firm of “Joe L yons” throughout the years.  For a
century it had become a household name.  Neville’ s excellent
talk was accompanied by colourful slides and followed by a
buffet furnished by the Sgts Mess of Duchess of Kent Barracks,
our hosts for the evening.   

BATH BRANCH

President Lt Col (Rtd) Geof f Oakley
Chairman Lt Col (Rtd) Eddie Pickup

The Branch celebrated their 60th Anniversary by holding a formal
lunch in the Sgts Mess 21 Sig Regt on Saturday 14 March 2009;
51 members and guests sat down to lunch.  All guests wer e
greeted at the door by the Branch Standar d Bearer Alun Stewart
and a lance party provided by 21 Sig Regt. The guests included
Brig Nigel W ood and his wife Wendy , who drove down from
Selby that morning and were returning to another function at the
Rotherham Branch that same evening.  What dedication to the
cause and indeed what stamina.  Our other guests wer e Brig
David Hargr eaves, Comd 2 Sig Bde, who has always given the
Branch unstinting support, the CO 21 Sig Regt, Lt Col Graham
Addley with his wife and the RSM, WO1 Tony Mcbean together
with his wife Clair e.  Without the support of the Regt and in
particular the RSM and the support of the Sgts Mess, the Branch
would not be able to exist.  Lt Col Sara Copley , the CO and the
RSM, WO1 Kenny Rayson of 10 Sig Regt together with wife
Angela and Sara’s soon to be husband Dominic also attended.
Again 10 Sig Regt gives tremendous support to the Branch and
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we are most grateful.  Geoff Oakley and Eddie Pickup between
them managed to get all the ingr edients together for a successful
event, the weather was fine, the food was excellent and the
company outstanding.  Everyone enjoyed the occasion which
was further enhanced by the excellent playing of the Midsomer
Norton and Radstock Silver Band. If any PMC is looking for a
band for a Regimental Dinner, they come with a high
recommendation from the Bath Branch.  Many of the members
were seen to be dancing to the tunes of the 40s after the dinner .
Patricia Edridge , Eric Sambell , Robert Ballinger , Doreen
Smith , Dominica Allen and Rosemary V ale, to name but a few,
were some of the attending members.  I cannot truthfully say that
I saw them dance, but I am sure they were there in spirit.

It was interesting to note that the first Dinner held in December
1949 was charged at 12s/6d per head and this was thought to be
far too expensive; the following year’ s charge was reduced to
5s/0d per head.  The band cost a total of £5.00 and this also paid
for their refreshments and drinks. The Secretary tried to get the
same deal with the Midsomer Norton and Radstock Silver Band
but for some reason they were not interested.  It is also an
interesting fact, that at the first AGM it was r eported there were
32 active members, today ther e are 31 so not a great deal of
change over 60 years.  Some may be so unkind as to suggest
that the members are in actual fact, the same ones that joined
those many years ago. 

On Saturday 18 April it was a change of venue, as the Branch
went to the Of ficers Mess in Basil Hill Barracks for a curry lunch.
Unfortunately Geoff Oakley was unable to attend due to illness;
he is now recovering well and should be fully back in har ness
soon. 

Sadly we have to report the death of Audr ey Stevens , who
although a member of the WRAC, served with the Corps during
the war years. She was a loyal supporter of the RSA as well as
the WRAC Association. Audr ey relied entirely on public transport

to get from A to B, anybody who knows the jour ney from Bristol
to Colerne (21 Sig Regt) will understand the extraordinary lengths
that Audr ey went to when she attended a function. This she did
regularly by a young lady of some 82 years. Audr ey will be sorely
missed by the Branch.

Like most other Branches our membership is becoming mor e
grey and wrinkly, we are in great need of fresh blood. So if you
are in the Bath and District area we would love to hear from you.
Finally we would like to wish 21 Sig Regt well in their forthcoming
stint on public duties.  W e know they will do the Corps pr oud.  

Alun Stewart greets the guests

Geoff and Anne Oakley

BRISTOL BRANCH

Chairman Mr Chick Cheetham
Secretary Mrs Jayne T uck

Although it has been some time since we last made an entry in
The Wire, we are still very much “alive and kicking” her e in the
West Country!   We currently have 37 members, many of whom
regularly attend our monthly meetings and events. 

On 20 May 2008, a trip was organised for members to attend
Dedication of the Corps Memorial at the National Arbor etum.  Our
Secretary, Jayne Tuck , and Treasurer, Kerri Hill , were delighted
to have the opportunity to meet our Colonel-in-Chief.  This was a
most enjoyable day and we hope to arrange a further visit to the
Arboretum for those who wer e unable to attend.  Special thanks
to our host unit, 39 (Skinners) Sig Regt and their MTWO, WO2
Dennis Grif fiths , for their help in organising the transport. 

In June, one of our members, John W ard, organised an evening
visit to the Bristol Blue Glass factory wher e several members tried
their hand at glass blowing.  This was both an informative and
very enjoyable evening and we plan to arrange visits to other
local places of interest over the coming year.  Many thanks to
John for his efforts.

We held our second Cheese & Wine Party in September, which
everyone enjoyed, including our guests from the REME
Association.  Once again, a “Dutch Auction” was held at the end
of the evening.  This is now becoming a very popular annual
event!

Our Annual Dinner in October was held at our home location at
Horfield TA Centre.  Our guest was the recently appointed RSM
of 39 Sig Regt, WO1 Simon Lithgow .  The consensus was that
everyone had a very enjoyable evening.

Various members attended the Remembrance Day Parade at the
Cenotaph in Bristol City Centr e, where our member, John Block ,
laid a wreath on behalf of the Branch.  We were again invited by
39 Sig Regt to join them for a very enjoyable curry lunch

The visit to the Bristol Blue Glass factory
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afterwards.  Sincere thanks to the Regt for all their help, support
and friendship during the year.    

We are delighted that our staunch member , Mr Jack Fryer , has
been awarded his 50 year badge.  Unfortunately, ill health has
forced Jack’ s absence from recent meetings and the
postponement of our planned pr esentation.  Instead, we arranged
a surprise visit to Jack’ s home where Capt Phil Smith presented
the award.  Jack’ s wife, June and members of their immediate
family were also present, and Jack was greatly touched by the
occasion.  Our congratulations go to Jack on this well deserved
and prestigious award.

All serving members, or ex-members, of the Corps ar e welcome
to join us at our meetings, which ar e held on the last Thursday of
the month at Horfield TA Centre, Bristol BS7 OXL.  Please call
Chick on 01179 791081 or Jayne on 01454 610606 for more
details.   Certa Cito …                

In the background of the photograph, our new Pr esident, Cyril
Cooke , can be seen in relaxed mode, no doubt thinking about his
speech for our next formal function.   

COTSWOLD BRANCH

Chairman Ray Woolley
Hon Sec Jean Woolley

On a cold blustery after noon at Cheltenham Cemetery on
Thursday 12 February ex-service Branches from the Cheltenham
Council of Old Comrades Association (of which we ar e one)
assembled for the funeral of Cheltonian Cpl Danny Nield. With
us were many other associations who had gather ed to await the
arrival of the cortège

Danny was a member of the 1st Rifles and was killed while on
patrol in Afghanistan. Nineteen Standards were paraded and the
Old Comrades Platoon joined by many ex-servicemen, including
the RSA Cotswold Branch members ensured that this sad
occasion would r eceive the respect it deserved.  So many family,
friends and comrades attended the Full Military Funeral that the
service had to be broadcast outside the chur ch

On Tuesday 14 April, 20 Members including Associate Members
attended the Branch AGM at the Victory Club in Cheltenham.
Among the many items on the agenda were recruitment to the
Branch and it was generally agreed that this was not a local
problem. The Hon Sec, Jean Woolley said that over the 12
month period, ther e had been 16 referrals of whom 2 had joined
the Branch as Life Members and 1 as Associate Member.  Our
Annual Branch Dinner may, this year, be held in September
instead of November.  Many of our members live far away and
are reluctant to jour ney far in winter weather. The Committee of 5
was re-elected by a show of hands. The evening ended with a
raffle and buffet.

DARLINGTON BRANCH

Chairman Ron Botham
Secretary Ray Jef fery

NEW PRESIDENT FOR DARLINGTON BRANCH

After 9 years in the post of President, Maj (Retd) Bob T odd
stood down at our AGM in February .   Bob had been ill during the
last 12 months, but r esolutely continued in post during his
convalescence.   However, he has decided to stand down and let
someone else take up the reins.   Bob has fully supported the
Branch, presiding over formal dinners, where he has been known
to provide humorous speeches and generally ensuring that the
Branch maintained high standards.

Accordingly the Secretary, Ray Jef fery , presented Bob with a
suitably engraved crystal timepiece at our r ecent Branch meeting,
in recognition of his support.

Ray Jeffery presents retiring President, Maj (Retd) Bob Todd with
a crystal clock to mark his contribution to the Branch

LEEDS BRANCH

Chairman Capt Angus T urner
Secretary Trevor Smith

The Branch meets at Carlton Barracks, Leeds, where 49 Sig Sqn
(V) is based, and gains much from a close relationship with the
Sqn.

An active social programme includes monthly Sunday lunches
(except when the Sec is on holiday!) and an Annual Dinner, where
numbers have to be restricted to 60 to allow dining in style within
the available space.    

EXMOUTH BRANCH

Exmouth Branch opened their lunch meetings with a r eturn trip to
the ever popular Nutwell Lodge in February. This visit was then
followed in March by a trip to see the Classical Spectacular at
the Royal Albert Hall, a superb show that was enjoyed by
members, despite the long jour ney by coach. April started with a
trip by train to Paignton wher e we were met by members of
Torbay Branch. This splendid horde then adjourned to the Inn on
the Green for a grand lunch and the obligatory photo shoot.

Plans for next month include: 2nd May lunch at Sidmouth Golf
Club and on 13th May another meet up with Torbay members at
The Smugglers Inn, Dawlish; this one being arranged by the
Torbay Branch.

The Exmouth and Torbay Branches meet up for lunch
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The Sunday lunches are successful, not only as social events but
also as fund-raisers, thanks to the ef forts of an active committee,
particularly our Treasurer, Mrs Margar et Egan .  Sums raised
support the Annual Dinner and also allow the Branch to make
significant donations to charity .  Recent beneficiaries have
included the Army Benevolent Fund, The Candlelighters and
Yorkshire Air Ambulance.

The Branch was also represented at the Dedication of the Corps
Memorial at the National Arboretum when Branch Standard
Bearer, Ken Naylor , was on duty supported by our Branch
President, Vice Chairman and 3 of our ladies.

Other social activities have included a visit to Eden Camp (a
WW2 museum in Yorkshire), our Standard Bearer being on
parade.

On Remembrance Day, the Branch joined the serving members of
49 Sqn and other units for a service at Leeds Parish Church.  Our
Standard Bearer being on parade yet again.   

Chairman: Gwyn Phillips
Secretary: Linda Davies
Treasurer: Andy Price

During the evening Gwyn Phillips welcomed 3 new members.
Two had travelled from Brawdy; they were WO2 Mark Collins
and SSgt Lee Punyer , both being Life Members. The other
member was Ivor Anderson who joined us as an Associate
Member.  All 3 new members took an active part in the voting
and business discussions. It was a pleasure to have them with
us.

The meeting was followed by light refreshments prepared by 4
of our ladies, namely Janet , Lorraine , Linda and Cynthia . Well
done ladies, a fantastic spread. I’m sure the boys from Brawdy
were glad they came even if it was only for the food.

We hope to work very closely with 14 Sig Regt at Brawdy and
they are all welcome to join us at any time. May we wish you all
good luck in your work at home or abr oad. We are very proud of
you.  

ROTHERHAM BRANCH

Chairman Colin Shaw
Secretary Keith Bates

At the April meeting of the RSA Rotherham Branch, 2 members
the secretary/treasurer Keith Bates and Minute Secretary/BIM,
for Rotherham and Sheffield Branches were awarded Honour
Membership of the Royal Signals Association.

Keith Bates and Keith Cleary with the Chairman, Colin Shaw
(centre)

WEST LONDON BRANCH

At our AGM in March, we welcomed Norman Pear ce, who
became our new Standard Bearer and was ceremoniously
presented with the Standard by our Chairman, Maj Ron Miller .
We are sure Norman will do us proud!  On this occasion a fish ‘n’
chip supper was generously provided by the Branch and ably
organised by Sheila Ruf f, our Fish & Chip Lady.  Pat Miller once
again ran a raffle, which helps to swell the cof fers and provide the
vittles.

WEST WALES BRANCH

254 OLD BOYS ASSOCIA TION

During late February and early March, members of the Catterick
Old Boys Association gathered to say farewell to 3 dear friends
before meeting for the annual Droxford Dinner on Saturday, 14
March.

On the afternoon of Tuesday 24 February, we attended the funeral
service of Jess Weir at Broadstone where Jim Braid paraded the
254 OBA Standard.  Clive Thompson , a staunch supporter of the
Association, died very suddenly and unexpectedly on 23
February. His funeral service in Shaftesbury on Friday 13 March
was again attended by a good number of Catterick and Harr ogate
ex-boys.  Pat Sowar d, one of his pall bearers, read the first
tribute, Brian O’Connor read the lesson in church, and Maur een
Sowar d read the lesson at the crematorium later.

The following day a thanksgiving service was held for the life of
Caryl Baker , wife of Norman Baker , a permanent staff instructor
in Boy’s Sqn, in the little church in Winterbourne Stickland. The
church was packed to capacity and again old boys wer e well
represented with Brian Fisher and Mavis , John and Brenda
Radfor d, Pat and Maur een Sowar d, Peter West and Jim
Jenkins in the congregation.  After a very moving service and
refreshments in the nearby Crown Hotel those attending the
Droxford Dinner made their various ways there.

With these farewells and sickness amongst our members,
attendance was down to 21 but mein host, ex-Harr ogate Boy
RSM Brian Lay did us proud as always with a wide ranging
choice of food. Pat Sowar d welcomed those pr esent, mentioning
particularly Auriol  Bussell , accompanied by her ef fervescent
grandaughter, Mandy , Joyce Barr ett and Keith Munday who
had driven his parents, Lou and Jean Munday to the dinner.  We
were pleased to see John and Catherine Boiling again and they
and Peter West spent much of the evening catching up on old
times. Jim Braid brought the Standard from its home in Essex
and it presided over the dinner.

After dinner the DVD of the dedication of the RSA Memorial at the
National Memorial Arboretum was shown but someone (an ex-
RSM Boy perhaps?) had tampered with the entertainment system
and so we had to view it without the benefit of sound!

This will be our last meeting at the Upland Park Hotel as planning
applications have been submitted to cr eate a retirement home on
the site.  We are actively looking for a new meeting place and ‘the
regulars’ will be informed as soon as a suitable venue has been
found.  In the meantime our thanks to Brian Lay and all the staff
at the Upland Park for their hospitality over the years and best
wishes for the future.   

Chairman Gwyn Phillips
Secretary: Linda Davies

At the West Wales Branch AGM on 12 March 2009, the following
were elected as branch officers:
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LAST POST

Name and Rank Served Years Died
Allen - Lt JA W Allen 1942/48 16/04/2009
Angus - WO2 R Angus ????/?? 20/04/2009
Baker - Maj J Baker 1939/69 18/02/2008
Ball - Lt Col LF Ball 1940/70 10/03/2009
Barrimor e - Sig AG Barrimor e

1946/48 12/07/2008
Beckett - LCpl CA Beckett 2005/09 14/02/2009
Bell - Sgt N Bell 1944/47 03/04/2009
Belton - Sig WS Belton 1944/09 03/02/2009
Birtwistle - Maj Gen AC Birtwistle CB CBE DL

1947/83 18/03/2009
Burbidge - Sig REJ Burbidge

1950/52 01/03/2009
Cannadine - Cpl RJ Cannadine 

1947/52 09/03/2009
Claf fey - WO1 BPJ Claf fey 1963/85 ??/12/2005
Connor - Maj FJ Connor 1980/09 29/03/2009
Crook - Sig M Cr ook 1942/46 ??/03/2009
Croot - Cpl D Cr oot 1963/70 21/03/2009
Crouch - Sig SC Cr ouch 1939/46 ??/01/2009
Curtis - Lt Col GNA Curtis 1939/46 05/04/2009
Degei - S Degei 1961/67 ??/02/2009
Dicker - Col GSH Dicker CBE TD DL

1940/65 20/04/2009
Downey - Capt GN Downey 1964/93 14/04/2009
Ellis - Sig E Ellis 1943/45 ??/??/2006
Eve -  2Lt HM Eve 1947/48 ??/09/2008
Forr est - Sig PH Forr est 1939/43 ??/??/2007
Fraser - WO B Fraser ????/?? 08/04/2009
Froud - WO1 FTB Fr oud 1927/55 09/03/2009
Ginty - Cpl DC Ginty 2001/09 14/02/2009
Gleadon - Sig N Gleadon 1946/49 ??/??/2009
Gray - Brig TIG Gray 1941/73 30/03/2009
Green - Sig R Gr een 1951/56 18/12/2008
Green - LCpl VB Gr een 1984/88 04/02/2009
Green - WO1 M Gr een 1964/86 03/02/2009
Grigsby - Maj JE Grigsby 1945/85 05/04/2009
Gully - Maj H Gully 1933/62 06/04/2008
Halton - Maj ED Halton 1937/49 17/11/2008
Haughie - Capt GG Haughie

1962/88 20/05/2008
Hodge - Sig NH Hodge 1944/47 15/02/2009
Holland - Maj CG Holland 1939/70 06/04/2008
Houldsworth - Cpl JC Houldsworth

1939/46 26/11/2008
Hunt - Sgt BR Hunt 1951/63 ??/01/2008
Hutley - Maj R W Huntley 1943/78 29/03/2009
Illingworth - Lt Col IHA Illingworth

1939/68 27/11/2004
Kelly - WR Kelly ????/?? 30/03/2009
Luton - Cpl JW Luton 2002/09 14/02/2009
McGillicuddy - D Mcgillicuddy

1964/78 ??/??/2003
Patch - WO2 DW Patch 1953/76 07/03/2009
Pierpoint - Sig F Pierpoint 1963/71 11/03/2009
Piper - Sig W AC Piper 1940/47 18/02/2009
Prockter - Maj E Pr ockter 1939/77 03/03/2009
Str eeting - SSgt JA Str eeting BEM

1970/92 04/05/2009
Thomas - Col DR W Thomas MBE

1938/66 05/03/2009
Turnbull - Sig AG T urnbull 1955/57 15/03/2009
Vail - Sgt DG V ail 1947/52 01/04/2009
Venables - WE V enables ????/?? ??/04/2009
Walker - Sgt E W alker 1942/54 22/03/2009
Wilson - Cpl FG W ilson 1959/?? 30/03/2009
Woodray - Sgt KR W oodray 1984/08 20/03/2009
Worrall - Sig BS W orrall 1999/09 17/03/2009
Wotton - Lt Col GH W otton 1938/63 06/03/2009

BIRTWISTLE - Maj Gen AC Birtwistle CB CBE DL MA died 18
March 2009. 
The Eulogy given by Brig (Retd) Nigel W ood at the funeral.

Soldier, sportsman, scholar and family
man – Archie , as we all knew him, was
a man who lived life to the full and
enlivened the lives of everyone with
whom he came in contact.  The
large number of people from all
walks of life who are here today
bear witness to the high regard in
which this remarkable man was
held.

He was born in Northwich in
Cheshire in August 1927, the
fourth of five childr en and soon
began to show his scholarly abilities,
going to the local Grammar School,
where he went on to be head boy.
Rugby was the school sport, but somehow
Archie managed to get a trial for Bur nley Football Club – only to
get into trouble when he got home for being of fered terms by the
Club.   Grammar school lads in Cheshire didn’t play with a round
ball!  Although rugby remained his passion throughout his life, he
was a lifelong supporter of Manchester City Football Club – but I
suppose there is no accounting for taste!

At the age of 17, he volunteered for the so-called Y Scheme of
the Royal Navy and reported to HMS King Arthur only to be
discharged after a few weeks as “r eported in error”.  History
doesn’t relate the error, but I like to think that it was the Army’ s
superior showing on the rugby field that made him see the err or
of his ways, for he was taken on by the Army as an engineering
cadet and commissioned into the Royal Corps of Signals in 1949.

He soon saw active service when he was posted to Kor ea in 1951
as the Adjt of the 1st Commonwealth Div Sig Regt, wher e he was
Mentioned in Dispatches.  He maintained a close r elationship with
the British Korean War Veterans throughout his life and served as
President of their Association for 8 years or so.  Appar ently
amongst the trophies he brought back fr om Korea was a string of
pearls which he lent to his niece, Judith , until “someone special
came along”.

Well sure enough someone very special did come along.  He met
Sylvia at the wedding of Taffy Curl (a fellow officer in the Corps)
and he and Sylvia were married at this very church in 1956.  And
so began a love affair with his “Treasure”, as he called her, which
lasted more than 50 years.  She was his rock and inspiration in all
that was to come – and she still has that string of pearls! 

The scholarly side of Archie now came to the for e.  He had
gained a place at Cambridge University to r ead Mechanical
Sciences and in 1956 he went up to St John’ s College.  No doubt
he availed himself fully of the sporting and social side of
undergraduate life, developing his taste for good beer on the way .
As a mature student aged 29, he was deemed too old to play
rugby for the University in those days – obviously the rules for the
boat race, at least, have changed over the years.

In 1959 he graduated with honours and then r eturned to Army life
with tours in the UK and Germany, where his technical ability was
recognised, as he was put in charge of the first unit to bring the
revolutionary trunk communications system known as BRUIN into
service.  In fact he saw this system thr ough its entire Service life
as it was not replaced by the computer based system,
PTARMIGAN, until the last years of his own active service.  His
rise to stardom continued in the latter part of the 1960s when he
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was given command of 7 Sig Regt in Germany – no surprise there
since it was regarded not only as the most technical r egiment in
the Corps at the time, but also was the Mecca for rugby players –
being amongst the top r egiments in the Army for that sport.

Promotion followed after command and he found himself in the
Ministry of Defence responsible for the project developing a new
battlefield computer system, W AVELL, but within another couple
of years he was back in Germany in 1973, this time as the Brig
responsible for all signals units in 1st British Corps and wher e our
own paths crossed for the first time as I was Adjt of 4 Div HQ &
Sig Regt in Germany until the end of that year.

Archie returned to England in 1975 and took up the appointment
of Deputy Commandant of the Royal Military College of Science
at Shrivenham, where he was able to exert not only his technical
talents but also indulge his passion for sport – coaching the
rugby team and playing cricket in the summer and developing his
horticultural skills in the garden.  His family had always been the
centre of his life, so now his 3 childr en Mark , Robin and Fiona
could enjoy the warmth and love of what can only be described
as genteel county living in Wiltshire.  Here was a father who could
pick them up after attending Swindon T own football matches or
pop concerts in the middle of the night or even pr ovide transport
for a disco that the boys ran – I’m sur e Archie revelled in it all.

In 1979 he was promoted to Maj Gen and took up the
appointment of Chief Signals Of ficer, British Army of the Rhine
and moved back to Germany, but this was a short tour as just
over a year later he was appointed Signal Officer in Chief and had
to return to London.  He retired from active service in 1983,
whereupon he became a Col Comdt of the Corps and Hon Col of
the Durham Army Cadet Force before being appointed Master of
Signals in 1990, from which he retired in 1997.  His outstanding
service was recognised by his appointment as an Of ficer of the
Order of the British Empire in 1971, a Commander of that Order
in 1976 and a Commander of the Order of the Bath in 1982.  

In civilian life he became a consultant to Plessey Defence
Systems who were the main contractor supplying the Ptarmigan
comms system to the Army and he also advised the DTI on the
future use of the radio spectrum at a time when mobile
telephones were starting to become a part of everyday life.

I got to know Archie as a personal friend from the time he
became Master of Signals.  He was renowned for his energy in
visiting every part of the Corps, often accompanying Princess
Anne, our Colonel in Chief.  Everywhere he went his compassion
and care shone through – his support and advice for those in
senior positions; his wor ds of encouragement to young soldiers;
his words of comfort to those ber eaved.   A highlight of his time
was the celebration of 75th Anniversary of the Corps in 1995
when we were joined by senior representatives of Allied Signal
Corps from around the world.  I recall one event when we took
our guests to see the Ceremony of Keys at the Tower of London,
where a contingent of Ghurkha Signallers were forming the guard.
I was standing near Archie when the guard challenged the
bearers of the keys with a distinct Ghurkha accent, wher eupon an
American civilian standing behind us said in a loud whisper to his
friend “My God, Elmer, the Brits have now got the Japs to guar d
the Tower of London for them”.  Archie’ s retort was unprintable.

Shortly after I took up the appointment of Signal Of ficer in Chief
in 1995, we found ourselves on a visit with our wives and a
handful of former British of ficers to attend an Indian Army Signal
Corps reunion for a week or so in India.  Archie’ s stamina was
prodigious.  The visit involved two 18 hour long train jour neys,
several parades, ceremonies and formal evening functions yet he
always ready to take part in everything.  One evening a function
was being held at a lakeside where a dance floor had been set
out on a pontoon.  The band struck up the first dance number
and we began to fill the dance floor , but the pontoon began to
sink under our weight.  Hastily abandoning ship we gather ed on
the lakeside, and realising that something would have to be done
to by way of further entertainment, Archie announced that the
British officers would now sing for their hosts.  So, accompanied

by the 50 piece band of the Indian Army Signals, Archie led us in
renditions of “Roll out the Barr el”, “White Clif fs of Dover” and so
on and of course “Ilkley Moor”.  He knew all the wor ds of course,
but more surprisingly so did our hosts and the band seemed to
know all the music as well! 

I have mentioned Archie’ s sporting prowess and his memory will
live on in the Corps with the annual award of the Birtwistle
Pennant to the units that have achieved most at sports.  I
remember the pride with which he pr esented the pennant to his
old Regt, when I was in command of it in the mid 1980s.  His
reputation in the rugby world was legendary and I know that
many of his rugby fraternity are here today.  In his younger years
he played for Plymouth Albion and r epresented the Army.  In later
years he was Chairman of Army Rugby Union and regularly went
to inter service tour naments, particularly the Army v Navy match
at Twickenham.  

Since retiring from Army life, Archie was very active in the local
community and he was well known for his work with
organisations such as the local Civic Society . He was Hon Col of
34 (N) Sig Regt (V) from 1990 to 1998 and appointed a Deputy
Lieutenant of the County in 1991.  He was a Councillor and then
Chairman of the Romanby Parish Council, taking a particular
interest in protecting the Village Green. He even devoted some of
his time to winding up the local W ar Memorial Clock, ensuring its
accurate time keeping by using old pennies to slow it down or
speed it up – no wasted coinage in this part of Y orkshire!  His
bee-keeping became of gr eat renown and he became Chairman
of the local Beekeeping Association.  Birtwistle honey graced
tables up and down the country for many a year .

His family had always remained the centre of his life.  He liked
nothing better than to take dogs, family members and even
unsuspecting visitors on long walks acr oss the Yorkshire Moors –
often leaving them trailing in his wake!  The last few years,
however, have been difficult for the family as they struggled to
come to terms with the onset of Archie’ s Alzheimer’s.  Sylvia ,
assisted by her brother Fraser and all members of this very close
knit family, has been the real “Treasure” in caring for Archie in the
steady decline which dimmed that bright shining light of his
personality.  Our deepest sympathy at your loss go to you Sylvia ,
to Mark , Robin and Fiona , to your 7 grandchildr en William ,
Simon , Caroline , Charlotte , Olivia , Fraser and Jeremy, together
with other members of Archie’ s family.

Archie was someone who touched so many lives.  Wher ever I go
now in my capacity as Chairman of the Royal Signals Association
I am asked about him.  It will be my very sad duty tomorr ow at
our Annual General Meeting to report of his departur e. I know that
all members of the Association would wish to add their sympathy
and I am sure that very many will wish to be pr esent at his
memorial service.  

I make no apologies for the length of my addr ess this afternoon.
A life of such distinction r equires a full account.  We may have
lost a shining example, but our lives have been made the richer
by being able to call Archie our comrade and our friend.  So I
close by saluting someone in whose footsteps I have been pr oud
to follow, with words from St Matthew’ s Gospel: 

“Well done thou good and trusty servant”.            

GREEN – WO1 Mick Gr een died 3 February 2009.

It is with very great sadness that the family and close friends of
WO1 Mick Gr een must announce his death in Dannenberg
Hospital, Lower Saxony, on 3 February of this year.

Mick joined the Corps as a Spec Op in 1964 and served his first
tour in 9 Sig Regt where he made his name in a whole range of
sporting and social activities but will be best r emembered for his
prowess on the rugby pitch. 

In 1967, due to a ‘misunderstanding’ over a security issue, Mick
returned briefly to Catterick to r etrain as a Tg Op, but on the very
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last day of that training course, the ‘misunderstanding’ was
rectified and he was soon on his way, as a Spec Op, to 225 Sig
Sqn in Langeleben on the Inner German Border.

After less than a year in Langeleben, Mick returned to the UK to
attend a long Russian course which he successfully completed,
before returning to Langeleben, as a ‘Voice Op’.  There was of
course no such trade as ‘Voice Op’ and so Mick remained a
‘Spec Op with a language’ until the intr oduction of the OPEW
trade in 1972.  Having formally re-mustered to OPEW, Mick’ s fate
was sealed, so to speak, and he would spend the next 14 years
of his career alternating between 13 Sig Regt and later 14 Sig
Regt, serving in Langeleben, Berlin, Gross Gusborn, Langeleben
again, Birgelin, Gross Gusborn again, before finishing his career
in Celle.  During this time he rose through the ranks from Sig to
WO1.  He was still unable to escape when he finally retired,
because having elected to stay in Germany at the end of his
service, he quickly found employment at H Tp in Gr oss Gusborn,
as the storeman/janitor for the site.

Throughout his very successful car eer in the Corps, Mick can
best be described as ‘everybody’ s best friend’.  He was the
strongest, most sensible and most down-to-earth member of a
generation of slightly ‘wobbly’ Royal Signals and Int Corps
linguists and as such, was alternately respected, feared and loved
by all his colleagues.  Mick was the man that everyone could rely
on, no matter what the natur e of the latest scrape might be.  It
will come as no surprise to lear n that almost 80 of his former
linguist friends gathered at a wake in Cheltenham on 6 March to
wish him farewell.

Mick met and married his wife Lynda during his Russian course
in 1969.  They remained together in Germany throughout the 70s
and were blessed with 2 fine childr en, Scott and Sian.  In the
early 80s Mick and Lynda elected to go their separate ways.
Mick was keen to stay in Germany and Lynda was keen to begin
a new career in teaching.  They did, however, always remain firm
friends and Lynda and the children were at his bedside when he
died, as was his second partner, Christa , with whom he had
formed a relationship in Dannenberg, after the end of his marriage
to Lynda .  

Mick had been suffering from a rare form of blood cancer for
many years, but being the unselfish man he was, he had kept this
to himself so as not to be a bur den on his friends and family.  By
the end of his life, his illness had robbed him of much of his
stature and strength, so it may perhaps be consider ed a blessing
that he is now at peace.   

DOWNIE – Maj Anne Downie died 31 December 2008.

Anne Downie was born in Edinburgh on 3
May 1962.  She was educated at South
Morningside Primary and Borough
Muir schools. From an early age,
she was determined to lead an
active life and joined the Royal
Navy Reserve at 17 years of age
and served until 2004, during
which time she was posted for 2
years to Hong Kong as a
Communications Of ficer. Anne
joined 35 (South Midland) Sig
Regt (V), 48 (City of Birmingham)
Sig Sqn (V) as the Second-in-
Command in December 2006.

She was then appointed OC 95
(Shropshire Yeomanry) Sig Sqn at
Shrewsbury, Shropshire in August 2007.
She thoroughly enjoyed her time with the Sqn and took part in all
aspects of the Shropshire Yeomanry, as well as the Sqn’s training
and social life.

Anne loved the outdoor life and took part in numer ous
adventurous training activities, including sailing, skiing and

general mountaineering. She attended numerous expeditions,
culminating in October 2008, with the Royal Signals Ex
MIDNIGHT SUN in Greenland. Anne lived her life to the full and
never missed an opportunity to enjoy it.   

Grif fiths - Maj William Emrys Grif fiths TD died 15 October
2008.

My father, William Emrys Grif fiths , was a
member of the Corps (interleaved with
service with the Para Regt) from 1943
until 1989 in a Regular, TA and latterly
ACF capacity.  Sadly he passed away
several months ago at the age of 84,
after a long period of illness.  He
was born in Aberavon in South
Wales and after initially attending
Cardiff University joined the Army in
1943, shortly after his 19th birthday .
He did his basic training at Dering
lines in Brecon and then on selection
for the Corps completed his Signals
trade training as an Operator Wireless
and Line at Catterick.  He then joined
52nd (Lowland) Div Sig Regt and served with
them from 1943 to 1945.  He undertook mountain warfar e training
in Scotland in 1943/44; the 52nd being the only Div to bear the
appellation ‘Mountain’ in the British Army .  He landed in Europe
after D Day as part of 157 Inf Bde Gp and was part of the Div
when it then converted to an air portable r ole and was stood to
for flying into Arnhem as a part of Op Market Garden. Attached to
6 HLI, he then served with the Div in the fighting thr ough Holland
and into Germany during which time he was wounded.  After all
their training in mountain and air landing techniques, the Div
fought In Holland below sea level using amphibious vehicles! 

After the War, he was commissioned and joined 3 GHQ Sig Regt
in Egypt in the Canal Zone from 1947 to 1950, where he worked
alongside signals personnel from the German Afrika Korps who
were still held in POW camps pending repatriation.  On leaving
the Regulars in 1950, he was a regimental signals officer in 16 Bn
The Para Regt (TA) and then went back to the Corps at the RHQ
of 53rd (Welsh) Div Sig Regt, part of 53rd (Welsh) Div (TA) at the
(now demolished) Drill Hall at Park Street in Cardiff. Then from
1967 to 1989 he was with the Royal Signals ACF as a Det Comd
initially at Park Street, where I myself remember many happy
nights as Dad would take me along, at age 7, kitted out in a
miniature Royal Signals uniform as the detachment ‘mascot’ –
quite how they got all those Bedfor d RL signals wagons and
Austin Champs into what seemed to be such a small space I’ll
never know!  On the closure of Park Street and as a result the
loss of the Royal Signals ACF Det, he re-badged to serve with the
Royal Regiment of Wales ACF in Cardiff at Maindy Barracks and
then Bridgend at the old (again, now demolished) Quarella Road
Drill Hall. Many of the cadets who he commanded went into the
Regular Army and particularly the Corps and he was always very
proud of this.  In his life outside the military , he worked in local
government. On retiring (reluctantly) from the ACF at 65, after
some 50 plus years of service as he was in the Cadets before
joining the Army, he was busy with the local Royal British Legion
as well as The Parachute Regiment Association.  He spent many
cold and windy autumn after noons selling poppies in the local
town centre, as well as attending Remembrance events in the UK
and Europe. He had a particular affinity with the people of the
Netherlands where he had many friends and even learned Dutch.
As a child, he always regaled and enthralled me with his stories,
especially of wartime days.  Dad had been ill for a number of
years and though he had an iron constitution, eventually during
another stay in hospital, it all was too much for him and he
passed away.  At his funeral the family were pleased to see
former comrades who had served with him at dif ferent times and
he left his final parade to the strains of the slow mar ch of the
Corps. He was always immensely proud of the Royal Corps of
Signals and of having served in it.  My dear Mum who he met
whilst in the TA in the 1950s pre-deceased him, but his memory
will be carried on by me, my sister and his 3 grandchildr en.
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SULEMAN – Brig Muhammad Suleman died 21 December
2008.

SOinC Pakistan Signal Corps – 10 December 1955 to 9
November 1962 

The most beautiful and the rarest thing in
the world is a complete human life,
unmarred, unified by intelligent purpose
and uninterrupted accomplishment,
blessed by great talent employed in
the worthiest activities, with a
deserving fame never dimmed and
always growing. Such a rarely
beautiful life was that of Brig
Suleman . 

Brig Muhammad Suleman was
born on 2 November 1918 (as
recorded in official documents but
from other evidence the corr ect date is
perhaps 1916) in a village Mehra Sangal
about 22 miles from Rawalpindi. The
circumstances of his birth wer e fortunate. His
father was a soldier of WW1 days and could af ford to support his
family but Suleman was able to earn a scholarship, which carried
him through with his studies without any dif ficulty.  He passed
Matric examination from DB High School Kallar Sayedian in 1934. 

He joined the Army in the Boy’s Company of The Indian Signals
Corps in April 1934 and soon pr oved to be a man of exceptional
qualities by dint of sheer hard work.  He was selected to attend
Kitchener College Nowgong in 1938 as a prospective candidate
for Indian Military Academy (IMA) which he joined in August 1940.
He passed out on 1 October 1941 with flying colours, 4th in the
order of merit.  He was first commissioned in 4/15 Punjab Regt,
now 12 Punjab Regt and has the distinction of being its first
Muslim officer.  On 13 March 1942, he was transferred back to
the Indian Signals Corps at his own request but always fondly
remembered his days with 4/15 Punjab.  Befor e leaving for Burma
in April 1942 he served with Peshawar District Signals. 

He saw action in Burma during WW2 and was Mentioned in
Despatches for gallant and distinguished service in December
1943.  On return from Burma, he took up the appointment of 2IC
of 4 Indian Division Signals. In April 1946 he was appointed as
GSO2 at the Signals Directorate, GHQ India.  Later, at the time of
Independence of Pakistan, he was the only Muslim of ficer on the
Staff of Supreme Commander HQ New Delhi – his British
colleagues often called him SOinC Pakistan. In view of the
situation while in New Delhi at the time of Partition of India, he
along with some other Muslim of ficers met Quaid-e-Azam to of fer
their services in the creation of Pakistan.  Quaid advised them to
keep away from politics and concentrate on their job! 

On arriving in Pakistan, he was amongst the first few of ficers to
establish the Signals Directorate at GHQ Rawalpindi.  In July
1950 he took the command of 12 Division Signals and was then
selected to attend Command and Staf f College Quetta in 1951.
He was appointed as Chief Signal Officer (CSO) of the only Corps
at that time in January 1952.  After a short spell of being
Commandant Signal Training Centre from September to
December 1955, he was selected to lead the Corps of Signals at
the age of 37.  He was the first of ficer to be promoted to the rank
of a Brig in the entire Khauta Tehsil of Rawalpindi District!  He
remained SOinC and Director of Signals from 10 December 1955
to 9 November 1962.

On relinquishing the appointment of SOinC, he was entrusted
with the command of two Inf Bdes in succession, a Sector in
Azad Kashmir and the only Para Bde.  This was a rare distinction
for any Signals Officer.  He also commanded two Sub Ar eas
before retiring from service on 6 August 1966. 

Brig Suleman was a self made man who had an exemplary life
marked by continuous and sustained self- development which

lifted him from a modest beginning to the summit of the Corps.
He not only maintained the pace of pr ogress of the Corps set by
his predecessor but had also succeeded in accelerating it to a
very high pedestal.  In its formative years, the Corps had
undergone a complete metamorphosis during his tenur e and had
achieved true maturity, stability and cohesion thr ough his
devotion, zeal and unstinted ef forts.  He never missed Corps
functions be it in Rawalpindi or Kohat.

In June 1995, Brig Suleman was invited to participate in the 75th
Anniversary celebrations of The Royal Signals. The veteran
officers from India, Pakistan and Britain attended the
celebrations. Lt Gen Raj Batra , Brig Harry Chukerbutti and Brig
Suleman were the only officers who had served in pre-
independence days with their old British friends Maj Gen RJ
Moberly and Maj Gen DR Horsfield .

Soon after his 90th birthday he left this mortal world to meet the
creator; may He bless his soul. He lived a life that speaks
volumes about his honesty, integrity, humility and
straightforwardness.  He always kept himself above board.  He
was a religious man, a humble human being, a great father, a
sincere friend and a true Pakistani.  His personality displayed a
unique trait, he was a friend to all, young and old alike (Abaji for
everyone), always ready to reach out with a helping hand. We will
always miss him. Let’s pray to Allah to bless his soul and grant
him the best of heavens. 
To Allah we belong and to Him we r eturn.

Begum Zubaida Suleman left this mortal world for eter nal peace
on 22 July 1986.  

THOMPSON – WO1(FofS) Clive Arthur Thompson died 23
February 2009.

Clive Thompson enlisted at Maidstone
and joined Boys’ Sqn in Catterick in
September 1947, at the age of 14½.
He moved to Harrogate with the
Sqn a year later and rose to the
rank of Boy Cpl.  After training as
a Line Mechanic, he was posted
to No 1 Maintenance team at
Woolwich where he spent time at
the Post Office Research
Establishment at Dollis Hill with a
small equipment development
team. The team moved to Accra,
on what was then the Gold Coast,
to test the equipment over the
COMCAN link to the UK.

He returned to the UK with the team in July 1956 and in October
1958, was posted to 90 Sig Regt, Colchester (later r e-numbered
30), to 8 Sig Regt as an instructor and to the School of Signals on
No 16 FofS Course. This was followed by tours to 18 Sig Regt in
Singapore, 228 Sig Sqn in SHAPE and to the cadre of the School
of Signals, Blandford, where he was promoted to WO2.  He
finished his Army career with 14 Sig Regt where he was
promoted to WO1 and left the Army in September 1973, having
served for 26 years.  His CO wrote that: “He is able to complete
difficult and unusual tasks with much initiative.”

Following his discharge from the Army he continued to work in
the telecommunications industry taking jobs in the Far East and
UK finishing his civilian career with the Plessey Company at
Templecombe.  A typical ex-boy he was unable to r etire totally
and he offered his services to the local primary school wher e his
expertise and enthusiasm inspired the young children and where
he served as school governor. He also offered his services to the
Corps Museum at Blandfor d, where he manned the Museum at
weekends for several years. He was ‘found’ by the Catterick Old
Boys Association and from then on was a staunch supporter ,
attending reunions at Derby and Droxford and on the small
committee that or ganised the champagne reception, in 2007, to
celebrate the 60th anniversary of his intake joining the army.
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In September 1956 he married Jane and they had 3 children,
Jacki , Paul and Katherine . We offer our sincere condolences to
Jane , his children and grandchildren.

Lt Col (Retd) Pat Sowar d writes: “I joined Boys’ Sqn 5 months
after Clive and we passed out from Harrogate together, went
together to Catterick for trade training and met up again in W est
Africa.  We went our separate ways for a while until we met again
in 8 Sig Regt where we were both on the cadr e.  Here Clive was
our best man when I married Maur een and she and Jane
instantly became good friends. W e served together again in 18
Sig Regt where another ex-boy, George Punnett , who was with
us in West Africa and then serving at RAF Tengah, introduced us
to the RAF Tengah Yacht Club.  Here I had a sampan with
outboard motor and we used to go of f together for picnics on
secluded beaches with the childr en.

Clive had a knack of making friends and St Peter’ s Church,
Shaftesbury was well filled with friends who had travelled long
distances to say farewell at his funeral on Friday 13 March. Many
ex-boys from both Catterick and Harr ogate were in attendance
and I was honoured to be asked to be a pallbear er together with
his son Paul, who had served in the RAF, and son-in-law Bob ,
who had served in the REME.  Brian O’Connor read the lesson in
church and Maur een read the lesson later at the crematorium.
Farewell my old friend. We will remember you.   

PATCH – WO2 David William Patch died 7 March 2009.

Dave was Guernsey-born and during the
German Occupation, he was evacuated to
England. That generated a feeling of
wander-lust so, in 1953 at the age of 14, he
joined Boy Service at Beverley. He made
long-term friends ther e and until last year
greatly enjoyed meeting them at Beverley
Ex-Boys Reunions and recalling their many
escapades. 

He went on to serve in the Corps with 28
Bde Sig Sqn, FARELF, 619 Sig Tp in
Bielefeld, 252 Sig Sqn, 3 Div Sig Regt and
16 Sig Regt in Krefeld.  In1970 it was back
to the Far East to 249 Sig Sqn for 2 years
before a return to Germany for 5 years with
2 Div Sig Regt.  He ended his career in 1977
at l0 Sig Regt. 

In Germany, he met and married Brigitta and they spent 15
wonderful years travelling the world and when he ended his
service with the rank of WO2, they returned to his beloved
Guernsey. Unfortunately, things didn’ t work out, so they finally
separated, but remained good friends. 

Dave was fortunate in finding love again and he married Irene
and his combined families ther efore comprised daughters, Susi,
Melanie , Tina and Julie and sons Paul and Graham , plus 8
grandchildren.  He and Irene began their honeymoon at the home
of a Dutch couple, Cor and Annemarie Quint , with whom Dave
had made good friends whilst serving in Germany . Twenty-five
years later they celebrated their silver wedding with them. 

Dave and Irene ran a provision shop in Guernsey for some years
but this involved long hours and a lot of har d work with little fr ee
time and Irene’s ill-health finally caused them to give up the
business. They decided to enjoy retirement by going on cruises.
During his last few years, Dave divided his time between his
families in Guernsey and Corby, Northamptonshire.  He had been
suffering from emphysema for some time and, having been very
fit all his life, found it dif ficult to accept being ill. When this made
travelling difficult he decided to live permanently in Guer nsey but
soon after returning, unexpectedly and with gr eat sadness to
many, he died in his sleep. 

His family describe him as someone who was honest, straight-
talking and didn’ t suffer fools gladly – a fine, upstanding, kind,
loving, and fun-loving man, who made everyone feel special even
when suffering from his illness. 

The respect in which he was held is evident fr om the fact that the
President of the Beverley Ex-Boys Association Lt Col (Retd) Alan
Davis and its Secretary Tony Hull , made a special visit to
Guernsey to attend the funeral, as did the Dutch family . 

VAIL - Denis (Bill) Gilbert V ail died 1 April 2009.

Denis Vail was born at 33 Richmond Grove,
Surbiton on 16 February 1929, the eldest
child of Gilbert and Bessie Vail .  As a
boy he attended Christchur ch School
and Hollyfield Road School.  As a
young man, he did not wait to be
called up for National Service but
joined the Royal Signals in which he
served for 6 years attaining the rank
of Sgt.  He spent time in occupied
Germany and after leaving the
Regular Army joined the Royal Army
Reserve. Subsequently he was called
up to serve in the Suez Crises for 6
months in 1956. 

Denis returned to civilian life and lived in
Surbiton prior to marrying Betty Drake in 1955. The couple lived
in Deer Park Gardens, Mitcham for some 25 years. 

Following in his father’s footsteps he was a member of the St
John Ambulance, Wimbledon Division, in which he served during
the 1960s.  He had a number of jobs including working as a
grocer for Sainsbury’s, a manager for Home & Colonial, an
insurance agent and a salesman for Brooke Bond Tea.  But for
most of his working life he was a postman in the Str eatham area.
He was an active member of the Streatham Postmans’ Social
Club, a member of the Royal British Legion and the Royal Signals
Association.

Denis and Betty divorced in 1983 but remained friends.
Following the divorce, Denis moved to Tulse Hill.  After his
retirement from the Post Office he returned to Surbiton living in
Moray House in Adelaide Road.  His time was spend working part
time for the Corps of Commissionair es, angling, sea fishing and
visiting his friends at Surbiton Royal British Legion.  It was at the
Legion Club that he made contact with many of his old school
friends.

Bill was known for being generous to his friends and family and
to good causes. He had an interest in technology, science,
mathematics, local history and natur e.  He also had a gallows
sense of humour and would have thought it amusing that he died
on April Fools Day!

He is survived by his younger sisters Doreen and Tina and his
two sons Ray and Andy . 

MISCELLANEOUS
STORIES

From: Lorna Caitens (0131 666 9961)
Communications Assistant
Erskine Edinburgh Home
468 Gilmerton Road
Edinburgh
EH17 7SA
Email: lorna.caitens@erskine.org.uk

Dear Sir

My name is Lor na Caitens and I am a Communications Officer
for the veterans’ charity Erskine, based at its Edinbur gh Home in
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Gilmerton.  Last week we had the pleasure of a visit from the
Edinburgh Branch of the Royal Signals Association who came
along with their Standard to present to a Royal Signals veteran
Archie Br own .  Archie has been affiliated with the Edinburgh
Branch for 6 years and they are in the process of making him a
Lifetime Member, pending the of ficial seal of approval from
Blandford. 

Mr Br own has been a resident at the Erskine Edinburgh Care
home since 2004 and during WW2 served as a Signaller and Gen
Montgomery’s personal messenger.

As a young signaller, Archie Br own , was Gen Montgomery’ s
personal messenger and a close confidant during the Second
World War.  Through the battles of El Alamein, Malta and Monte
Cassino, he bravely put his life on the line each day to ensure
that Regts received their orders from their higher command.  Gen
Montgomery was not in favour of wir eless coverage during their
battles in North Africa and Europe and had opted for periods of
radio silence.  To this day Edinburgh-bor n Archie , now aged 94,
can still recall the bitter memories of the conflicts which ensued.
He had been sent to the Middle East after transferring to the
Royal Signals.  Archie from the city’s Boroughmuir had originally
volunteered for the RA at just 22 years of age, but soon found
himself by Monty’ s side.  Despite the painful reminders of the
war, it was his service for one of the British Army’ s most colourful
characters that Archie is proud of.

He said: “It was a bitter experience.  El Alamein was horrific. We
took 88,000 prisoners in one battle.  I served with Montgomery
until he said his goodbyes on the HMS Bulolo. I could not have
devoted myself to any one other than Monty and the result was I
got to like the old boy - he was r eally genuine.

Throughout my service, and until this day , I was under the Official
Secrets Act. This was important because we saw and hear d
everything that went on.  I never betrayed his trust because I
considered it a privilege and honour to even be by his side.”

Now in 2009, Archie leads a quieter life as one of 40 residents at
the Erskine Edinburgh Home, in Gilmerton – one of 5 care homes
run by veterans’ charity Erskine across Scotland.  He has never
forgotten his Royal Signals roots and proudly wears his service
medals at every opportunity .  At the age of 94, he is the oldest
member of the Edinburgh Branch of the Royal Signals
Association, which reformed 6 years ago after disbanding in the
1970s.

This month President, Ian Green and Standard Bearer Norrie
Bishop brought one of the Association’ s most treasured
possessions for Archie to see and proudly hold – its Standard. As
it is more than 50 years old, the Standard can only be handled by
gloves.  Archie was also presented with a cap badge for his
beret to his affiliation to the Royal Signals.

Archie said: “The flag has been displayed in the Erskine
Edinburgh Home and that’s very important to me.  It goes back

quite a while and I am glad the Association br ought it to my
attention.  President, Ian Green and Standard Bearer, Norrie
Bishop were the first people to appr oach me and ask me if I
would like to join the Royal Signals Association in Edinbur gh.
I dedicated my life to Monty and the Royal Signals and bringing
the flag to the Erskine Edinburgh Home is the finale for me.”
Norrie said: “It is a privilege to come acr oss and see Archie and
get him talking about his war escapades – it’ s really interesting.
To put it mildly he r eally is a remarkable man.”

Standard Bearer Norrie Bishop, Archie Brown aged 94 and
Edinburgh Branch President, Ian Green

- by The Great Alphonse at Eighty

BEGONE DULL CARE.

There is nothing the matter with me, 
We’re as healthy as old men can be.
We’ve arthritis in all of our knees, 
When we speak we talk with a wheeze.
Our pulse is weak, our blood is thin
But we’re awfully well for the shape that we’re in.

The supports that we’ve got for our feet,
Make us able to walk down the str eet.
Our sleep is denied every night,
But in the morning we find we’re alright.
Our memory’s failing, our heads in a spin
But we’re awfully well for the shape that we’re in.

The reason is simple as our tale I unfold,
It’s because our generation are all growing old,
We would rather just say, “I’m fine” with a grin
Than reveal to each other the real shape we’re in.
I guess we all know that our youth is all spent,
Our “get up and go” just got up and went.

‘Old age is golden’, we’ve all hear d it said,
But sometimes we wonder as we get into bed
With our ears in the drawer, our teeth in a cup,
And our eyes on the table, until we wake up.
Before sleep overtakes us we say to one’s self,
“Is there anything else I can put on the shelf?”

So we get up each mor ning and dust of f our wits,
We pick up the Telegraph and read the obits,
If our names are not mentioned, we know we’re not dead,
So we fry a ‘Full English’ and go back to bed.
Remembering some of the sights that we’ve seen
And all the great places our “get up” has been.   

Lt Col (Retd) JA Philips, Lt Col (Retd) A Alfred MBE, Lt Col (Retd)
T Cran, Maj (Retd) P Todd and Maj (Retd) V Prees.  Total service

in the Corps – 190 years

JENNIFER SIGNS UP TO BE ‘ONE OF THE BOYS’
- by Louise Martin, Cambridge News

While the lives of many teenage girls revolve around boys, clothes
and clubbing, Jennifer L yons-Negus is more concerned with
dodging Taliban gunfire in the stifling heat of the Afghan desert.
The 19 year old from Cambridge has completed a 7 month tour
of duty in Afghanistan and she’s itching to get back out ther e.  “I
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couldn’ t wait to go to Afghanistan,” admits Jennifer . “I tried so
hard to get on the tour . 

Influenced by her brother who is also in the Army, Jennifer went
to the Cambridge Army Recruiting Of fice to find out how she
could serve her country after completing her GCSEs at Bottisham
Village College.  “I was lucky and got straight in.  Once I had
been selected I went to Harrogate Foundation College, where I
did my training.”

After her training, Jennifer became a Communications Operator
with the Royal Corps of Signals and was posted to 16 Sig Regt in
Elmpt, Germany. “I asked to go to Germany because I wanted to
go to a dif ferent country and live in a dif ferent environment,” she
explains.  Jennifer was in the Army for just 6 months befor e she
went on ops in Afghanistan.

“I went in February last year until September,” she says. “I was in
Leconfield where I learned to drive the trucks, when I hear d about
the tour and I rang up to make sur e I was on the list to go, as
some people stay behind to back up the unit and I didn’ t want to
miss out.  But I had already been put on the list.  It’ s the whole
idea of the Army to go out ther e – that’s what I signed up for.”

While in Afghanistan, Jennifer was based at Camp Bastion, the
main British military base in the country and at 4 miles long and 2
miles wide, it is the largest British overseas military camp to have
been built in more than 60 years.

“The heat was really intense,” recalls Jennifer . “It reached 50
degrees and sometimes the air conditioning would br eak. That
was the point when you started cracking.  I did shift work, 12
hours on 12 hours off and I worked in the Commcen – the
communications centr e – and dealt with the aero meds, the
evacuation orders for the casualties suffered and the orders for
supplies.  I also logged the faults of any signals kit or computer in
the camp and tried to get it fixed.”

Part of Jennifer’ s job while in Afghanistan was to communicate
with the Forward Observation Bases (FOBs), which are where the
Infantry are based in the fighting zones.  She was required to set
up and test signals equipment to ensur e there was always
constant communication with the FOBs. Jennifer admits that
flying in and out of the FOBs by chopper and running into the
sand to the sound of gunfir e can be pretty scary, but she says
that she soon got used to the way of life on tour and it was easy
to keep in touch with friends and family back home.

Jennifer is proof that the Army is not just for the boys. She says:
“Since joining the Army in 2005, I have travelled to places and
done things that people never get to see or do. Army life is a
great choice for men and women.  Some of the girls ar e petrified
of heights and love clothes, but it makes no dif ference what you
like or what you feel – there are so many different jobs.  We’ve
got a lot of girls in our unit – we get tr eated the same as the men
and we are equally as competitive.”  

“Putting you thr ough” the call was answer ed immediately.
“CIGS”
“Signalmaster Milan here, Sir,” I squeaked and delivered my
message.
“I’ll deal with it.” came the r eply.

End of conversation. How very simple things wer e in those days!

From:  Mrs J Knight

Some months after the end of the Second W orld War, as a young
ATS Signals Officer, I was in the 14 L of C Signal Regt in Milan.
One day a very worried Maj in the 4th Hussars came into the
Signal Office.  He was carrying a small holdall.  He said he was
Aide to Col Warden, Mr Chur chill’ s nom-de-plume, who had
been staying at the Villa Rosa, Gen Alexander’ s villa on Lake
Como. The Maj had just the Col of f to Cannes.  Inadvertently he
had left the bag on the airport runway and it contained all his
French currency, so the PM would be landing on the Fr ench
Riviera without funds.

I lifted my telephone and said:  “W ar Office.”
The operator (one of my own girls) put me through on our direct
line.
“War Office” came the r eply.
“Chief of the Imperial General Staff, please,” I said.

THE M62 COACH BOMBING – 35 YEARS ON.

On 4 February 09, Capt Tomo Thompson and WO1 Pete
Beedle from 38 Sig Regt attended Hartshead Moor Services for a
ceremony to rededicate a memorial to the victims of the 1974
M62 Coach Bombing.  We had no idea of the size and nature of
the ceremony and were truly stunned to find what appear ed to be
every ex-service man and woman from the North West of England
gathered at the motorway services. Shortly befor e taking our
seats at the beginning of the cer emony I saw and then chatted to
a Royal Signals Sgt and asked him what had brought him to
Hartshead that day and what his connection was with the events
in 1974.

I am very grateful that Sgt Dave ‘Robbo’ Robinson took the time
to talk to me on the day and that he also took the time to pen the
following article:

“Thirty five years ago I was a 20 year old LCpl serving with 2RRF
stationed in Alma Barracks, Catterick and on the night of the 3/4
February, I was travelling back to Catterick fr om Manchester by
bus after a weekend leave.

In the early hours of 4 February 1974, a bomb exploded in the
rear luggage compartment of the bus, killing 12 people: 2
Gunners, 3 Signallers, 4 Fusiliers and the wife and 2 young
children of Cpl Clif for d Houghton , B Coy, 2RRF, who was one of
the Fusiliers killed. 

I was sitting on the last intact seat. The guy next to me and the
guy to my rear died but I walked away with a couple of minor
lacerations and some hearing loss.  Obviously, my lucky day.

My battalion had completed 4 tours in Norther n Ireland up to that
point and we had only got back fr om our last tour in October
1973, including Op MOTORMAN in July 1972, so the last thing
we were expecting was to be attacked back in mainland UK.  W e
were wrong.

I was asleep, leaning against my kitbag, when the bomb
exploded and don’ t remember hearing anything, but I’ve since
been told that this is very common when you ar e very close to an
explosion.  All I heard was the scream of tortured metal being
dragged along the carriageway as the bus slowly came to a halt
on the hard shoulder.  Because of the smell, I thought that we
had been hit by a rocket fired from the embankment and I was
expecting either the bus to instantly go up in flames or for a
further RPG attack or small arms fire.  Fortunately, neither
happened.

My memories of the night are fragmented and disjointed.  I
remember going into the bus and with others, helping a couple of

Capt Thompson and WO1(SVWO) Beedle at M62 rededication  
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the injured out onto the grass. I remember a civilian Doctor
arriving, who had been travelling up the motorway towar ds Leeds
and him treating the wounded.  Also a lady who had stopped was
handing out cups of hot sweet tea fr om a thermos flask. I
remember talking to Clif f Houghton , who was lying fatally injured
in the wreckage, he was conscious but in no pain whatsoever .  I
remember the emergency services arriving and slowly some order
beginning to appear in the chaos.

I eventually recovered my specs, which I had lost in the
explosion, and then the scene took on sharper and clear er
images, all of which will remain with me for the rest of my life,
especially when the Fire Brigade floodlit the scene for the medics
that had arrived.

We were eventually ferried back to the westbound services at
Hartshead Moor, which was to be used as an emergency casualty
clearing station.  We were patched up, interviewed by the W est
Yorkshire Police and sometime on Monday, we arrived back at
Catterick.  I saw my Unit Medical Of ficer, Capt Gr eaves and was
given the traditional 2 boiled sweets and a sticking plaster .  I was,
surprisingly, given a week’s leave (only because my Mum rang the
Col and gave him some earache, I think).  Some of the others
were just given a shouting at for being late, mar ched off to the
QM’s Stores and re-issued kit (they were billed, of course) and
started work straight away .

The plaque, which had originally been inside the service station
building was moved largely due to Mo Norton , the sister of Bdr
Terry Grif fin who campaigned for it to be placed in a mor e
dignified setting.  It is on a marble plinth, in a gar den of
remembrance, together with a young oak tr ee, which with luck,
will be there long after we have all shrugged off this mortal coil.
The turnout was immense.  Hundreds of ex-service personnel
and large numbers of the British Legion wer e there in force. There
was a military band, a bugler, a piper, reps from all the Regts and
Corps affected, civil and military dignitaries, together with family
and friends of the dead, as well as a handful of the survivors.
Roland Handley , who was driving the bus when it exploded,
said: “I never imagined there would be so many here. The turnout
today is unbelievable.”

It was a very emotional, solemn and dignified cer emony, as all
who were present would agree. Sir Norman Bettison , Chief
Constable of West Yorkshire Police, said: ‘The Troubles, as they
were and are euphemistically called, cost the lives of military
personnel and civilians in Northern Ireland and on England’s
shores. Many soldiers died with their rifle in their hands. These
soldiers died with their childr en in their arms and their families by
their sides.’

Anyway, how did a Fusilier end up writing this piece for The Wire?

Sometime in 1974 I transferred to the RMP and completed the
bulk of my service with them, even joining the RMP TA in
Manchester in 1985.  Fourteen years later in 1999, the
Manchester Detachment closed down under a Strategic Defence
Review and as I was a Regimental Signals Instructor, I joined 879
Tp, 93 Sig Sqn ,38 Sig Regt (then 37 Sig Regt) – I’ve had more
cap badges than Monty!  In 2004, still badged Royal Signals, I
moved over to the TA Sp Pl of Manchester and Salford UOTC, in
the same building as 879 Tp, after they told me that I could serve
with them until I’m 60.  They will have to carry me out feet first,
methinks.  I am currently the RSI of Manchester and Salford
UOTC.

I’ve spent most of my service stood between two sets of people
who wanted to kill each other , whether they were divided by
politics, religion or both, but in the end, they can only be br ought
together by talking to each other and not attempting to kill each
other.

Next time you’re passing the westbound services at Hartshead
Moor on the M62, you might want to stop, have a cof fee and give
a silent thought by the oak tr ee.”
‘Lest we forget.’  

From: Jack Mount (Royal Signals 1939 - 1947)
[mount.devon@talktalk.net]
Culmington House, 
Paradise Lawn, 
SOUTH MOLTON, 
Devon. EX36 3DJ 
Telephone: 01769 579 369 

Dear Sir

70th ANNIVERSARY OF OUTBREAK OF
WORLD WAR 2

The 3rd September 2009 will be a
significant day for men and women who
served in the Forces during the Second
World War.  For those, who like me, were
Regular or Territorial soldiers in the early
days of the war, the day will bring
poignant as well as happy memories.
Many who survived to take part in the
Victory Parade have since joined the ones
who did not.

While we have lost much of the freedom for
which we fought and some ar e struggling to
cope with today’ s problems, we can still be
proud of what we did, and join together to
celebrate our anniversary.  In the absence of
any official recognition of the day, I would like
to help to organise a “Get-Together” of
Royal Signals veterans who were in
training at Catterick in September 1939. 

Amongst them were Roland Bricknell ,
George Cook , ‘Judy’ Garland , ‘Fun’
Lindsay and me.  No parades, no salutes,
a few drinks, much talking, and perhaps a
meal.  As near to the camp as we dare go.
Who knows - we might be invited in! 
Please contact me with your ideas, and tell
anyone who has lost his specs, or can’ t afford
The Wire!   

Yours...   

CORRESPONDENCE

From: Andy McLagan [mailto:thespike243@googlemail.com] 
30 Trefoil Drive
Harrogate
North Yorkshire. HG3 2WB
07889 109772

Dear Sir

I’m wondering if you could help me.  I’m trying to get hold of a
copy of my Pass Off video. My copy was inadvertently thr own out
during a spring clean and I’m devastated!! 

I was at Iron Tp, 3 Sqn, 11 Sig Regt at Catterick from July 1990
to June 1991.  At that time the Tp passed of f with another Junior
Leader Tp (possibly Kohima Tp) and an Adult Tp.

If any one can assist me in getting hold of a copy of the video of
the pass off parade, I’d be eter nally grateful and would reimburse
any costs etc in obtaining a copy .

Your assistance in this matter will be gr eatly appreciated 

Yours…    

George Cook 1940

Jack Mount 1940
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From: Lt Col PEJ Dr ew
CO 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt

I thought that you might like to know that the Corps was well
represented at the Tri-Service Ice Sports competition.

3DSR provided the 2 drivers, Cpls Jackie Gunn and Paula
Walker for the female team who won the competition, while Capt
Belinda Robson of 33 Sig Regt was brake woman for the 3r d
team.  3 Div HQ & Sig Regt also provided the 4th placed male
skeleton competitor , Cpl Dave Manning , who the previous week
had won the Army Championships.

I went to Sestriere with my RSM to give some moral support to
the crew and managed a trip down the run in a four -man
bobsleigh.  The Ice Camp was extremely professionally run and
having experienced at first hand the death defying experience of
reaching 124kph on ice, I can honestly say that this is a gr eat
sport and one that many in the Corps could do well at.

You may also wish to note that Cpls Gunn and Walker are both
battling for places in the GB Olympic team and stand a good
chance of making it to Vancouver next year.

Certa Cito

Yours…  

From: Martin Skipworth
Museum Researcher
Mil Ext: 94371 2413  Civil: 01258 482413

YOUR MUSEUM NEEDS YOUR HELP!

MAJ RN DODDS MBE MC DCM MM 

We have recently learned of this of ficer who served throughout
WW2 and was awarded an MC in the early months of the War or
possibly during the inter -war years 1919 – 1939. 

We have very little to go on.  We know he served in the Royal
Engineers Signal Service during World War I when he was
awarded a MM in 1916 and a DCM in 1917. He was
commissioned in 1939 just befor e the outbreak of WW2 and
awarded the MBE in1943 for Gallantry but we do not know
whether he was a recalled reservist or had served continuously
between the Wars.  He retired from the Active List in 1946 or
1947. 

If any reader knows anything about this of ficer, his service history
and in particular the cir cumstances surrounding the award of the
MC or his other decorations, please get in touch with me or the
Curator, the Royal Signals Museum on the number above. 

Yours...       

ADVERTISEMENTS

93 (EAST LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

1969 to 2009

40 Years of T erritorial Army Signalling in the North W est of
England

A very special 40th Anniversary Dinner Night will be held on Saturday 24th
October 2009. 

This will be preceded by an Anniversary Evensong in Blackburn Cathedral 
on Sunday 27th September2009 commencing at 4pm.

These events are open to all current and former members.  
If you are one of the many people who helped make 93 Signal Squadron what it is
today then come along and join in with the celebrations, renew old acquaintances

and make new ones too.

Anyone wishing to attend should contact the unit with yourdetails as follows:

Telephone: 01254 262444 and ask forthe PSAO 
or

Email: 38sr-93-psao@mod.uk  
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Boxing Courage

THE ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2008

The Royal Corps of Signals Photographic Competition 2008 was
sponsored by the Corps Heritage Committee with the aim of
collating as much media of the Royal Corps as possible.  The
competition only accepted entries in a digital format and ceased
to accept entries on 31 December 2008. 

The competition was br oken down in to 6 categories: Royals
Signals on Operations; Royal Signals on Exercise; Royals Signals
Equipment; Royal Signals Training; Royal Signals – Best Video
Footage and Royal Signals at Play.

The competition was judged by Lt Col Spiers , QM Blandford
Garrison Support Unit and Capt Cr ouch , Adjt 11 Sig Regt. Each
winning entry will receive a prize of £50.

ROYAL SIGNALS ON OPERATIONS

The winner of this category is to be the best digital image that
depicts Royals Signals on Operations.  The judges did not see
any images that fulfilled the criteria and ther efore did not award a
prize.

ROYAL SIGNALS ON EXERCISE

The winner of this category is the best digital image that depicts
Royals Signals on Exercise.

The winning entry is titled ‘The Mast’ and was enter ed by LCpl
DG Rennie of 2 (City of Dundee) Sig Sqn.  It depicts Sigs Smith
and Guthrie erecting a mast at Warcop in 2008.

ROYAL SIGNALS EQUIPMENT

The winner of this category is to be the best digital image that
depicts Royals Signals Equipment.  The image should include
humans or hardware.

The winning entry is titled ‘Aerostat Confirmation’ and was

entered by LCpl DG Rennie of 2 (City of Dundee) Sig Sqn. It
depicts an Aerostat at Warcrop.

ROYAL SIGNALS TRAINING

The winner of this category is to be the best digital image that
depicts Royals Signals Training.  

The winning entry is titled ‘JCLM Practical Leadership
Development Training’ and was entered by Mr R Butler who is an
SIO at Blandford Garrison Gymnasium.  It depicts a Junior
Command Leadership and Management Lesson at Blandfor d
Camp.

ROYAL SIGNALS BEST VIDEO FOOTAGE

The winner of this category is to be the best video clip of no mor e
than 45 seconds depicting Royal Signals activities.  No entries
were received in this category.

ROYALS SIGNALS AT PLAY

The winner of this category is to be the best single digital image
that depicts Royals Signals at play.  The Image is to capture
activities such as Sport and Adventur ous Training.  

The winning entry is titled ‘Boxing Courage’ and was enter ed by
Mr R Butler who is an SIO at Blandford Garrison Gymnasium.  It
depicts two fighters in the 11 Sig Regt Boxing pr eliminaries at
Blandford Camp.  

BEST ENTRY

An additional prize of £50 is to be awar ded to the best overall
entry of the competition.  The judges selected ‘The Mast’ by LCpl
DG Rennie of 2 (City of Dundee) Sig Sqn.

All winning entrants will be contacted to arrange delivery of their
prizes.
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The Mast
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Aerostat Confirmation

JCLM Practical Leadership Development Training



Race Position Unit Name

Novice GS 1st 11 Sig Regt Sig Mulholland

2nd 1 Mech Bde & 215 Sig Sqn Sig McTaggart

Junior GS 1st 16 Sig Regt Sig Nash

2nd 11 Sig Regt Sig Mulholland

Veteran GS 1st 2 Sig Regt Sig Findlay

2nd 14 (EW) Sig Regt SSgt Lean

Female GS 1st 21 (AS) Sig Regt Maj Bryan

2nd 1 (UK) ADSR Lt Pitstra

3rd 7 Sig Regt Sgt Hopkinson

Individual GS 1st 1 (UK) ADSR LCpl Penn

2nd    10 Sig Regt Cpl Howe

3rd 14 (EW) Sig Regt Sgt Dransfield

TA Team GS 1st 32 Sig Regt

Team GS 1st 10 Sig Regt

2nd 1 (UK) ADSR

3rd 14 (EW) Sig Regt

Novice SL 1st 1 Mech Bde & 215 Sig Sqn Sig McTaggart

2nd 11 Sig Regt Sig Glasgow

Junior SL 1st 16 Sig Regt Sig Nash

2nd 7 Sig Regt Sig Gooch-Hatton

Veteran SL 1st  2 Sig Regt Sgt Findlay

2nd 32 Sig Regt Maj Payne

Female SL 1st 1 (UK) ADSR Lt Pitstra

2nd 21 (AS) Sig Regt Maj Bryan

3rd 7 Sig Regt Sgt Hopkinson

Individual SL 1st 1 Mech Bde & 215 Sig Sqn LCpl Triplett

2nd 21 (AS) Sig Regt Cpl Day

3rd 1 (UK) ADSR LCpl Penn

TA Team SL 1st  32 Sig Regt

Team SL 1st 10 Sig Regt

2nd 21 (AS) Sig Regt

3rd 14 (EW) Sig Regt

Novice Combination 1st 11 Sig Regt Sig Mulholland

2nd 1 Mech Bde & 215 Sig Sqn Sig McTaggart

Junior Combination 1st 16 Sig Regt Sig Nash

2nd 11 Sig Regt Sig Mulholland

Veteran Combination 1st 2 Sig Regt Sgt Findlay

2nd 14 (EW) Sig Regt SSgt Lean

Female Combination 1st 21 (AS) Sig Regt Maj Bryan

2nd 1 (UK) ADSR Lt Pitstra

3rd 7 Sig Regt Sgt Hopkinson

Corps Champion 1st 1 (UK) ADSR LCpl Penn

2nd 1 Mech Bde & 215 Sig Sqn LCpl Triplett

3rd 10 Sig Regt Cpl Howe

TA Team Combination 1st 32 Sig Regt

Team Combination 1st 10 Sig Regt

2nd 14 (EW) Sig Regt

3rd 21 (AS) Sig Regt

Most Improved Skier 11 Sig Regt Sig Mulholland

Best Team Spirit 11 Sig Regt

Wooden Spoon 16 Sig Regt Sig NG

The results for the 2008 Royal Signals Championships are:




