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HONOURS AND AWARDS

We congratulate the following Royal Signals personnel who received Honours
in the New Year’s Honours List

Members of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE)

Capt S King

Maj JC Maynard

Queen’s Voluntary Reserve Medal (QVRM)

Col SJ Potter TD 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE WIRE TO THE CORPS

The distribution of The Wire to the Regular and Territorial Corps has not changed through several
reorganisations and changes in the structure of the Corps.  It is appropriate that after the major

restructuring of the Territorial Army, the way we distribute each edition should be reviewed.  I believe
that some changes are almost self evident and I have made the first step in the distribution of the

February 2010 edition.  

For the TA Sig Regts in 2 (NC) Sig Bde, I have increased the total number of copies being sent to
each Regt, allowing 30 for the RHQ and Sp Sqn where they are located at the same address, and
20 for each Sqn at their individual TACs.  They will be sent from Blandford direct to the TACs which

should relieve RHQs from the task of further dissemination of copies to distant addresses.

If this is successful, I am open to requests from Regular Regts to do the same thing and send 20
copies of each edition direct to their sub-units addresses.  This means that in future, RHQs would
not be post boxes for the distribution of the magazine.  Currently there is no standard number of

copies sent to Regts.  

I am considering a simpler system which would send a standard 50 copies of the magazine 
to every Regular and TA Regt.  If there are Sqns based away from RHQ, 

then 30 copies will go to RHQ and a separate delivery of 20 per Sqn will be despatched 
from Blandford.  

I am open to requests for more than 50 copies where Regts are larger than average.  Each
independent Sqn will receive 25 copies.  Feedback from units on this proposal would be

appreciated.

This is a first step in what will be a series of adjustments to the various quantities, address lists,
labels and despatch notices.  It would be naïve to expect that there will be no errors 

or omissions in the initial stages but we will try to get it right.  I can only ask you to be patient and
where we have made a mistake, then please advise me.  The result should be a fairer 

distribution of The Wire from Blandford direct to units saving time and effort in Regts and 
ensuring that the serving Corps has a chance to see their magazine in a timely fashion.  
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Sgt Richard Simpson from 226 Sig Sqn (EW) on Mount Shisha
Pangma where he provided the team Broadband Internet and E-mail
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and the essential mountain radio safety.  (See Page 25 ) 
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POINTS FROM THE EDITOR

2010 has started well with an embarrassment of submissions
and a good account of the Corps’ activities leading up to
Christmas.  It was with gr eat reluctance that I had to cut several
items completely and make significant cuts to some articles so
that I could limit the pages to the 96 maximum we curr ently work
to.  

The decision about what to cut is always a fine balance and with
so many good operational items and inter esting and important
stories about adventure training, fund raising and conventional
training, my judgement cannot be perfect.  I am trying to pr esent
the life of the Corps thr ough your words and pictur es not only for
your personal interest but as part of the ar chive of Corps history.

I am constantly being asked for information about the past,
about names and places and in conjunction with the Museum
Archives, I try to help where I can.  To this end, I make some
editorial decisions now based on my own assessment of the
importance of articles in the br oader spectrum of the Corps
history.  I apologise to future generations if I don’t get the
balance right.

This is my penultimate edition of The Wire as Editor and I look
forward to making April 2010 the best so far .  Send in your best
photographs and articles and I can leave my desk with the
knowledge that the April Wire was the best yet .

Editor

Lt Col (Retd) Alan Wallace
Tel: 01258 485249

Deputy Editor

Mrs Amy Petersen
Tel: 01258 485248

Welfare

Mrs Linda Sizeland
Tel: 01258 482089

Accounts / Subscriptions

Mrs Sharon Sterne
Tel: 01258 482087

Contributors
Deadline for The Wire : 15th February for publication in the April.

15th April for publication in the June.
15th June for publication in the August.
15th August for publication in the October .
15th October for publication in the December .
10th December for publication in the February .

Please refer to Guidelines for Contributors .
http://www .army .mod.uk/r oyalsignals/heritage/1311.aspx
Subscribers
All enquiries regarding subscriptions and changes of addr ess of The Wire should be made to:
01258 482087 or 94371 2087 (mil) or CorpsAccounts@r oyalsignals.mod.uk . Remittances
should be made payable to Royal Signals Benevolent Fund

BACK COVER
LCpl Mallia, who was the first fr om the new 907 Tp to ride in the
Mounted Detachment in the Lor d Mayor’s Show, with her trusty
steed.  Photo copyright Astrid Harrison
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MOVEMENTS
Name and Rank Unit to which posted

AUGUST 2009
Maj A Balsdon ………… Exchange  Offr – Canada

OCTOBER 2009
Maj S Brant ………… Temp DES

NOVEMBER 2009
Maj M Godwin ………… JSSU (Cyp) – HQ Trg
Lt CG Jones ………… HQ 52 Inf Bde - 258 Sqn

DECEMBER 2009
Lt Col GL Benson ………… DGHR & CS  - CIOJ6
Maj DTH Wilson ………… MSSG J7 Trg/Doctrine
Capt MS Bentley ………… DES
2Lt ETT Adams ………… 7 Sig Regt
2Lt AR Cave ………… 22 Sig Regt - 248 Sqn
2Lt AP Fair clough …………  14 Sig Regt (EW)
2Lt J Lorains ………… 16 Sig Regt - 230 Sqn
2Lt RM Miller ………… 21 Sig Regt(AS)- 244 Sqn 
2Lt NRM Perkins ………… 16 Sig Regt - 255 Sqn
2Lt DE Tope ………… 21 Sig Regt(AS)- 220 Sqn 
2Lt AJ W alczak ………… 3 (UK) Div - 202 Sig Sqn

JANUAR Y 2010
Lt Col RC Cory ………… HQ SOINC(A) CSD Apps
Lt Col SJ Morgan ………… NI Sp Bn

Name and Rank Unit to which posted

A/Lt Col GO Y eomans ………… NATO – NCISS
Capt C Batley ………… HQ Dhekelia Gar
Capt AJ Davis .............. 38 Sig Regt (V) RHQ
Capt MR Flather ………… JFCIS(I)
Capt MG Hill ………… 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
Capt M McDonald ………… 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
Lt G Ashman ………… 1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
Lt JT Howie ………… ATC(P) 2 Regt
Lt AC Mcphun ………… Language Trg - DSL
Lt JJ Sillito ………… AFC(H)

FEBRUARY 2010
A/Maj KRJ Smith ………… 21 Sig Regt(AS) - 43 Sqn 
Capt NL George ………… HQ SOinC(A) CSD Ntwks
Capt IG Thompson .............. Op Lansbury
A/Capt PR Crawley ………… Off Cdt Sch
A/Capt NJ T aylor ………… Off Cdt Sch

MARCH 2010
Maj P Whitehouse ………… 71(Y) Sig Regt (V)

APRIL 2010
Capt L Potter ………… HQ UKTF
Lt ES Vickers .............. HQ SOinC(A) RHQ

MAY 2010
Capt EL Camer on ………… JAG  

NEWS FROM BLANDFORD

HORSE RIDING AT POUND COTTAGE RIDING CENTRE 

HORSING AROUND - by Cpl Stu Stedman

It was a frosty morning in December and once again members
from the Royal Signals Motorcycle Display Team climbed aboard
their luxurious coach.  Mor e of a misfits rather than a display
team this time and instead of heading of f to perform for the
public, we where heading off to do some horse riding at Pound
Cottage Riding Centre near Blandford.

The day, organised by LCpl Adam Huber , consisted of the Team
having to creosote some of the yard buildings at the riding centr e
and in return, we would go out on a hack and have some time in
the indoor arena on horse back.

We were split into 2 groups with the first gr oup heading out on
horses at the start of the day while the r est of us started
creosoting the buildings.  This was not the most pleasant of tasks
and people still have clothes wr eaking of creosote today.  When
the first group got back, it was our tur n to climb on the horses
and head out into the wilds.

LCpl James Cotterill found out very fast that horses like to move
or they get bored and also found out that they do not have
mechanical brakes.  Once or twice this left him giving everyone a
rodeo show cowboy style!  Out in the wilds we wer e plodding

along with the pace being quickened at various tracks thr ough
the woods.  You could hear the team coming miles away with
cries of laughter and pain, as we were trying to get to grips with
trotting!  Cpl Dan Ascott however had a very serious face on,
this was probably due to his experience as a show jumper , but he
seemed to be struggling like the r est of us.  Another quiet
member of the group was LCpl Dan Hale .  He has a fear of
horses but managed to get on the thing but had to be led r ound
the route by a lead rope and one of the centr e staff.

We returned to the stables and carried on with some cr eosoting
and later in the afternoon we were back on the horses in the
indoor arena trying to learn some more basic control.  Again there
was more laughter as LCpl Cotterill was all arms and legs as the
horse launched into a canter!

All in all it was a very enjoyable day and the riding centre was
more than happy with the amount of work we had done.  In true
White Helmets style, the coach ride home was filled with talk
about buying horses and taking it up pr ofessionally!  We certainly
can “talk” a good horse ride!

ON THE WILD SIDE - by Sig Kyle Wakeham

So the White Helmets decided to do some cr eosoting and in
return we would get a few hours out riding horses!  Should be
interesting! 
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Comd   Brig AG Hill
Dep Comd Gp Capt Devlin
COS Maj I Blower MBE
DCOS Maj M Schofield

HAIL AND FAREWELL

Since the summer, the HQ has seen a number of key personnel
changes and an expansion of the HQ ORBAT.  Brig Jake
Thackray has relinquished comd of the bridge for an industrial
attachment with BT and Fujitsu.  We also bade farewell to Maj
‘Blod’ Godwin who has departed to CSDC in Blandfor d involved
in the implementation of FALCON; Maj (TOT) Yam Rana who
departed to 22 Sig Regt to enjoy the fruits of Maj Godwin’ s
labours; Maj Tom Moran departed to Staf f College at
Shrivenham and Flt Lt Russ Bar nes has departed to pastur es

new at RAF Odiham.  The HQ wishes you all the very best in your
new postings and continued success in your car eers.

The following have been welcomed into the HQ: assuming contr ol
of the tiller is the new Comd, Brig Alan Hill, who joins from
Theatre Tps, Maj Chris Dr ew as SO2 Log Sp, Maj ‘W ally’
Taylor -Wallace as SO2 Programmes, Capt Daz Collins as SO3
Ops/Cts, Capt Jim Heaney as the new Bde BEME and
SSgt(FofS) Si Hurst as the new Bde FofS.  All are wished a
happy and successful time with the HQ in Donnington.  

VISIT OF COMD FIELD ARMY – 22 OCTOBER 09

On 22 October, the Comd and HQ staf f hosted the visit of the
Comd Fd Army (CFA), Lt Gen White-Spunner CBE . Each of the
Bde’s subordinate Regts and organisations were tasked to

NEWS FROM FORMA TIONS

11 SIGNAL BRIGADE
DONNINGTON

The day started with a few brief instructions of who
was in what group and also a few pointers and
warnings – one in particular was to not try any stunts
as these four legged things are not bikes! The first
group was issued their horses and the other gr oup
issued their paint brushes.  Only a few of us had
ridden horses before so this was to be a new and
adventurous experience for many.

The first group all formed up in the yard with their
horses, with not a clue what to do.  Some of the
horses were doing as they pleased with Cpl Fozzie
Forster on a very anti-social horse!  We set off for a
relaxed ride around the woods with the odd drama
now and then such as LCpl Gaz Rigg’ s horse
deciding to test out the electric fence, sending itself
and Gaz jumping a few feet in the air!  Eventually we
returned to the yard with most people in one piece
with the exception being LCpl Rigg , but luckily for
him, he already has kids.  We changed over and it
was time for the second gr oup to take the reins!

With the second group back, we continued the main task of the
day creosoting the stables.  As we thought the riding was finished
for the day, it was a nice surprise when we were told we would
be going into the indoor ar ena and trying out some cantering –
running in horse terms.  The old saying ‘don’ t try to run befor e
you can walk’ springs to mind.  This was a massive thing for us
but we had to give it a go and I’m glad to say that everyone that
tried absolutely loved it.

It was a great day at the stables and everyone enjoyed
themselves thoroughly.  Everyone is still in one piece and most
would love to do something similar again in the futur e.

CONSERVATION WORK AT KINGSTON LACY ESTATE 
9 DECEMBER 2009 - by LCpl Dan Hale

As the busy season has drawn to a close for The White Helmets,
the Team took the opportunity to help a local charity . The National
Trust estate at Kingston Lacy near Wimbor ne has an 8000 acre
estate that requires non stop maintenance.

Cpl ‘Ed’ Lewis an avid National Trust member knew of Kingston
Lacy, an elegant 16th century country estate consisting of
beautiful natural woodland and gar dens.  The estate is so big that
it is heavily reliant on public financial and voluntary support to

keep it maintained and that’ s where
we came in.  Cpl Lewis found 10
volunteers from the Team, many
pressed, and set off to Kingston
Lacy.

The day started with a cup of cof fee
and an introduction to the history of
the house and gardens, followed by
a quick tour.  After which we were all
keen to get stuck in and do our bit.
In no time at all, the 100 bamboo
plants and 20 beech trees were all
planted in conditions that could only
be likened to the Somme!  The
garden staff were so taken aback by
the work done, they had to find mor e
for us to do.  So they found us a
substantial amount of logs that
required cutting!  Our 5 hours work
equated to 5 days work for the

gardening team, which consists of 4 full time staf f!  Lucky for us
the weather couldn’ t have been better; everyone was smiling, and
a first-class day was had for all.  Thanks to Cpl Lewis for
arranging the day and we would look forwar d to doing many
more.  

LCpl ‘Gaz’ Rigg found his vocation

Sarah with Sig Brown in the wheelbarrow
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provide key capabilities to demonstrate the br oad range of
systems and associated tasks that the Bde supports.  All units
set up their demonstrations in the early part of the week and wer e
subjected to detailed scrutiny fr om all the HQ staff with the
appropriate recommendations and rectifications taken on boar d.

The Bde Comd met CFA at the prearranged HLS after the
Comd’s driver for the day, Cpl Andy Kelly , used his ‘extensive’
Landing Point Commander training and experience to bring the
helo in unscathed.  A superb curry lunch pr eceded a full brief on
the current status and future intentions of the Bde with particular

The Comd Field Army during his visit to 11 Sig Bde on 22 October

emphasis on the establishment as the Campaign Sig Bde.
Suitably briefed and impr essed, CFA had the chance to peruse
the stands provided by each of the units and headed up by each
unit’s CO and crewed by experienced personnel.  During this
time, he was able to get a realistic view from the coalface.  The
CFA departed shortly after completion of the demonstrations with
a very high regard for the Bde and its units and personnel. The
HQ would like to take this opportunity to thank all who took part
and made it a highly successful visit.

VISIT OF COMMANDER IN CHIEF LAND FORCES 
– 19 NOVEMBER 09

The CFA’s visit provided a suitable pre-cursor for the visit of the
Commander in Chief Land Forces, Gen Sir Peter W all KCB CBE
on 19 November.  The CinC was received and briefed by the Bde
Comd, the COS and the DCOS before being given the chance to
view the assets the Bde has responsibility for.

In a similar vein to the previous visit, 2, 14 and 30 Sig Regts with
the USSO provided their streamlined and well versed stands to
demonstrate the wide ranging capabilities and support
mechanisms that 11 Sig Bde pr ovides to the Field Army.  After a
considerable time spent r ound the stands, the CinC was left with
little doubt as to the importance and pr ofessionalism of the Bde
and its units and the futur e challenges that the Campaign Sig Bde
era will present to us all.     

NEWS FROM THE REGIMENTS

1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION 
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT

HERFORD

CO Lt Col F Hargr eaves OBE
RSM WO1(RSM) Dunbar

JFCIS/JT NETCEN – KANDAHAR - by Cpl ‘Gabbs’ Gabbidon

JFCIS has been an all go, non stop job since our arrival in August
2009.  It can be best described as being split into 3 main depts:
the SQMS dept headed by SSgt Gaz Welch , the TDA headed by
Sgt Mick W all and then the main HQ element headed by Gp
Capt Simon Richar dson .

The tour has been extremely busy so far with many of us putting
in the hours needed to ensure that all of the jobs and tasks ar e
carried out.  When doing this though, we ar e constantly reminded
by the CO, Lt Col Fr ed Hargr eaves OBE, that it is a marathon
and not a sprint.

With all the work that goes on, we have managed to find time for
sports and social gatherings that get a vast majority of the unit
together.  Whether it’s Hockey on the Boardwalk with all the
pads, complete with our issued pr otective goggles or quite simply
football in the sports hall to a pizza night watching Rugby or a
film in the Oasis2, we manage to get together to let our hair
down.  At one point we had managed to liaise with the Canadians
to borrow their equipment, so that we could utilise the hockey
pitch.  Using all the padding available, we attempted to play this
style of hockey which was a first for most, including Maj Billy
Cardwell and Capt Rob Price who were the goalkeepers with all
the extra padding.  But by all account this padding worked
against the volley of attacks that wer e aimed at goal.  Even if only
for a short period of time we can for get that we’r e in the middle
of Afghanistan.

The JFCIS ‘Mean Machine’

With well over half the tour done now , morale is at different levels.
People looking forward to R&R are extremely happy and those
that have come back are not but with Christmas looming ther e’s a
little buzz about the place.

Capt Rob Price has received an astonishing 37 welfare parcels
from his friends and family back in the UK and subsequently
passed them onto the soldiers in the FOBS ensuring that
everyone gets a little bit of home during the festive period.

Decorations have started going up too.  Capt Nelson Reynolds
received a parcel full of decorations so took 10 mins out of his
unbelievably busy schedule to decorate his desk, but slowly and
surely, more and more decorations are going up to make the HQ
look as festive as possible.  Even the TDA, LCpl Rach T urvey
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and I have decorated the outside as well as the inside to try and
get in the festive mood.

So with the end of tour date getting ever closer , we are now
gritting our teeth and pushing on thr ough.  Once we have got
through the Christmas period and 2010 is upon us, we will have a
mere 4 weeks until 16 Sig Regt arrive to start the Relief In Place.

If the tour continues at the pace that it has so far , we will be at
the end of our tour in no time.  With everyone looking forwar d to
getting back to family and friends back in Germany and UK, this
can not come soon enough.

DEPLOYABLE TROOP - by Sgt Conley

OC Lt Flavelle
SSgt SSgt Conley

Deployable Tp is one of the most versatile organisations in the
whole of Afghanistan.  It is a 31 strong team and the Orbat of the
Tp is broken down as follows:-

1 x Tp HQ
1 x Technical Support Team (TST)
4 x System Support Team (SST)
1 x Line Team 

Our primary role is to provide 1st line assistance to deployed
NATO elements with a host of information systems in various
FOB locations, via what is known as a System Support Team.
We are currently supporting numer ous British and Multi-National
BGs/Bdes all with very dif ferent roles and missions.  These SSTs
are regarded as a vital commodity to the staf f, proving time and
time again the importance of having a pr esence on the ground
that can effectively maintain comms and swiftly r estore comms,
should the need arise. 

The TST is a KAF based element of the Tp which has a very
different role to deliver.  The TST support’s a 650 strong HQ,
providing technical assistance for all things visual, audio and
radio.  This ranges from installing televisions, to setting up P A
systems, to fault rectification on TACSAT systems along with
providing the SSTs with key technical assistance.  Including mor e
recently, getting involved in the setting up of crucial VTCs on
behalf of numerous VIPs.

All elements of the Tp have been enduring a very busy period
recently.  There has been lots of movement of tr oops and
equipment around theatre, ably managed by Cpl Joe Hewes ,
and this coupled with a gr eater percentage of fast balls has seen
the Tp firmly kept on its toes.  It is hoped that this will die down
in the run up to Christmas so we can all have a well deserved
break to be able to enjoy the pending festivities. 

As we push in to a new phase of the op, this is likely to see
significant changes to the r ole and structure of the Tp.
Decommissioning Plans have been received, with more to follow
in the very near future, which means less of a foot on the gr ound
as the troops draw in ready to embark on new challenges.  

The new role of the Tp will be an interesting task joining our
Canadian friends on the CIS Tp Service at the forefront of
customer facing, especially so as we will be supporting a Brit
Comd HQ.   Don’t be alarmed though, the Tp will pave the way
for its successors in true Royal Signals style.  

All that is left for me to say is to wish all members of the Corps
and their families a very Merry Christmas wherever you maybe
and a safe and successful New Year. 

BASTION ICS SIGNAL TROOP

OVER THE HILL AND PICKING UP SPEED - by Cpl Chris Lord

According to the “Chuf f Charts”, we are over the half way point
although some would say it feels like we should be a lot closer to

the end of tour.  We are well and truly settled into the life and
routine of Camp Bastion so a feeling of Gr oundhog Day has
descended upon us.  Quite often we ar e not sure what day it is,
as believe it or not, we don’ t knock of f come Friday afternoon.
Although trying to get thr ough to Sgt Mick W all , Cpl ‘Gabby’
Gabbidon or LCpl Rach T urvey in the KAF Crypto cell can be a
bit hit and miss the after 1600hrs and at the weekend.  Their
‘Flexi-time’ r outine can be quite flexible.  

In an attempt to combat this, anything out of the norm can be the
highlight of the week, with a chance to leave camp and visit one
of the FOBs seen as the Holy Grail of ‘jollies’.  Although the
opportunities to leave are fairly frequent, unfortunately only a
select few with the corr ect skill set are able to deploy.  LCpl
Scotty Condr on seems to be getting the most fr equent flyer
miles visiting pretty much every location available. For the rest of
us not trained in the dark arts of IS or soldering we must wait for
the chance for a crypto run.  

The mail is arriving thick and fast, normally in 2 batches.  Batch 1
being a delivery from the SOS (Support our Soldiers) who send
out regularly to the Sqn with items kindly donated by the public.
Sgt Mick Garry seems to be getting mor e than most – his reply
letters must really be tugging at the heart strings of the public.
Batch 2 is for LCpl ‘Geor die’ Payne whose family have managed
to keep him supplied with a par cel every day since he deployed.
Rumour has it the amount of mail he has received put such a
strain on the postal system that it caused the r ecent strike.

FOB TROOP

The lads of FOB Tp have continued their hard work spread
across the various BG HQs of Helmand.  The workload remains
high and manning is tight due to R&R, but morale r emains high
and people are thanking their lucky stars that they ar e not stuck
back in Camp Bastion and not seeing the mor e interesting side of
Op HERRICK.  

In Shawqat, LCpl Coughlan has become very friendly with the
locals and has helped the lads out on the gr ound once again.
With his knowledge of his trade going to gr eat use both in
Shawqat and the Check Points, he is able to supply everyone
with enough power and morale to last 24 hrs a day . The lads on
the ground were also thankful for the fact he had done the decent
thing and shaved off his moustache.  LCpl Plummer has taken
all the cross training to his full advantage and has now tur ned,
like Jean-Claude V an Damm , into the Universal Soldier.  Be it a
Tech, ED or even a Medic problem LCpl Plummer is just glad to
help out. The Infantry’s 12m antenna that he knocked down the
other day was back up, in and working so quickly that nobody
noticed. 

In Musa Qal’eh, Sgt Kurt ‘Ranger’ Molden, not wanting to be
out done by LCpl Dr ew Brabbs ’ recent trip to PB Woqab, went
out himself to the base to work on some IS kit.  Unfortunately for
him, his only means to get there was via the Pl foot patrol. The
ensuing 3km took them 2½ hrs.  Even worse, the return 3km at
the end of his little trip took them in excess of 4 hrs.  ‘ Ranger ’
insists that he was nowhere near the map at the time.

The Shawqat team 
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SSgt Butler and his team enjoy a rare moment of sunshine

There has been plenty of movement in and out of the FOB
locations, with people coming and going on R&R, and other
changes being necessitated by the need to spr ead resources
further and thinner.  Sangin has said goodbye to Cpl Trevor
Carter , who has moved onto PB2 in Babaji.  He has been a big
loss to the team there, with the loss of the colossal number of
goodie boxes he was receiving on a daily basis hitting them har d!
The void has been partially filled by the influx of charity par cels
coming in for Christmas.  Sangin’ s biggest contributor seems to
be the ‘Texas Roadhouse Line Dancers Club’ from Liverpool.  If
they are looking for volunteers, then the det ar e sorry to
disappoint them.  Their diaries for Thursday nights ar e full.  

OPS SUPPORT GROUP

CO Maj NR Coatsworth
RSM WO1(ARSM) Wilson

HQ SQUADRON

OC Maj RP Manning RHD/G
SSM WO2(SSM) S Barrie

EXERCISE CAVALRY CHARGE 2009 – A DS REVIEW 
- by Sgt G Collins

Ex CAVALRY CHARGE was a combined HQ and 211 Sig Sqn
LFTT ex at Haltern Training Area conducted over the first 2 weeks
of November.  The soldiers were divided into sects with each
attending one of the 2 identical 5 day training packages.

Following a Monday of Grouping and Zeroing and Annual Combat
Marksmanship Test, the students were ready to continue onto
TLFTT on the live firing areas.  Each group were to be split in half,
with Range 3 and 4 running concurrent ranges for the remainder
of the week.

The range team on Range 4 contained a wealth of experience,
mainly due to WO1(ARSM) Wilson being present, along with
something that resembled a dead slug camouflaged in Arctics,
growing above his top lip – he claimed it was for ‘charity’!  The
RCO, Sgt Gaz Collins along with SSgt Andy Humble , Sgt
‘Provo’ Pear ce, Cpl Jim Bradfor d and Cpl Dr ew Connor made
up the remainder of the ‘crew’.

Dressed in silly hats and florescent vests, our aim for the next 4
days was to get the guys up to a standar d where we were able to
conduct a Section CASEVAC under fire by the Friday
morning……safely!  The group we had during Week 1 worked
extremely well and the starting standard was surprisingly high,
although at times some seemed mor e intent on getting the fir e in
the range hut working, rather than concentrating on the job in
hand.  Any fool can be cold I suppose.  By Thursday after noon,
having moved from IBSR and individual movement, through pairs
and fire team advance and withdrawal, we wer e happy that the
guys were capable of conducting the CASEVAC. 

Friday morning came, following a night of torr ential rain, and the
guys were in good spirits ready to tackle their final range.  The
rehearsals were complete, Sect SOPs clear, and off we went.  All
was going swimmingly, until the simulated IDF and the
introduction of the sect casualty .  “He’s too heavy”, “I can’ t carry
him”, and “Who ate all the pies?” wer e just some of the excuses
to be heard by the range team with still 300m to go to the safe
area.  That said, all in all, our aim was achieved, lessons were
certainly learned and the soldiers worked har der than some of
them will have done for some time.

Week 2 was also a success, and the range team seemed happy
to declare them capable of conducting our culmination ex on the
Friday morning.  These two sects were forced to work a little
harder due to the lack of manpower , but by the second run, they
had cracked it, the casualty was safe and sound, and the enemy
had been well and truly suppr essed.

A big well done to both gr oups who worked on my range and
maintained their enthusiasm for the entire week, and certainly
seemed to enjoy the experience which was, for most, the first
time on a field firing area.  I was impressed with the cohesion of
the sects after such a short space of time, although if any mor e
of the little cherubs had lost their ear defence, I think the range
staff would have ended up taping them to their heads!

EXERCISE CAVALRY CHARGE 2009 – A SOLDIER’S REVIEW 
- by Sig Roberts

Sling, Webbing, Boots, Haribo, Sense of humour , More Haribo, oh
and a rifle – we’re off to Battle Camp.  On Sunday 9 November
2009, 4 sects from 1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt went to take
part in a range package held at the best ranges in BFG – Haltern.
It sounds grim I know but stay with me!  W e arrived there as it
was getting dark, after taking part in Remembrance Day activities,
and having received a brief from WO1(ARSM) Wilson , it was off
to bed.  Brews, banter and sect bonding in the accommodation
followed, then an early night. 

Monday’s weather wasn’t too bad, and morale was quite high as
people zeroed then smashed fifty five rounds into figure 11 and
12 targets, and for an unlucky few a gr eat deal more brass was
spent. With iron-sights and SUSATs now ready, we cleaned our
weapons and prepared for the real stuff.

The next morning everyone was excited including the DS as we
boarded minibuses bound for the ranges. Now a range is a range
with bun lines, grass, mud, much loved thor ns etc, but for the
lucky few on Range 3, we were fortunate enough to encounter a
never before seen green slime as well!   After the safety brief and
clearance onto the range, we jumped straight into the good stuf f.
Over the next 4 days we covered single and pairs fire and
manoeuvre, then fire-teams and sect attack and withdrawal drills.
First dry with mark one voice boxes practising our drills until the
safety staff were happy to let us loose on the range, then with live
rounds and tracer thrown into the mix.  Good har d graft. 

The team at Musa Qal’eh just happy to be there!
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The atmosphere was brilliant the whole week, with MATT training
happening in the evenings and GPMG training running all day for
first timers. The pace of the training was br oken only once when
Sig Haslam unfortunately fell and broke his ankle in an
undignified manner.  He is a lineman by trade but could have
passed off as a technician with his outburst of af fection towar d
SSgt Tiplady and the constant request to hold his hand for
comfort.  But not for long as we jumped straight back into the
training without giving the past hour any thought.  Momentum,
aggression, and lots of oil all made for a gr eat week, with a lot
being learned through practising everything thor oughly and
constant de-briefs fr om DS, so we could iron out the few minor
hiccups.  Well that along with constant BnB – the new ‘NA TO
recognised’ acronym for brews and banter – Sig Tom Pickar ds’
daily raps and the all important photos!  All in all a gr eat week
and very educational, particularly the phrase ‘Rate of fir e’ and
SSgt Butler’ s particular favourite catchphrase of the decade:
“I’m up, he’ s seen me, I’m down”. 

The week’s culmination came with a sect level attack, complete
with flanking grenadier, GPMG fire support, a lot of smoke, and
even more 5.56 with tracer, leading onto a challenging yet
rewarding CASEVAC of the Sect Comd and tactical withdrawal
under IDF and Cpl Howells hidden Demolitions.  Weapon
cleaning and an open armoury was all that was needed to end a
brilliant week. 

211 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj JO Lambeth
SSM WO2 JCW Baxter

ALAMEIN TROOP 

OC 2Lt KG Hudson
SSgt SSgt MJ Tiplady

Alamein Tp would like to welcome 2Lt Ker n Hudson and SSgt
Mike Tiplady , along with new arrivals Cpl Dave Timmis and
LCpl ‘Dorris’ Day .  Rejoining the Tp is Sig Nathan Shone , back
from providing support to the Inter national Jungle Warfare
Advisors’ Course in Belize.  The Tp bids a fond farewell to Lt
Caren van der Merwe , who has now deployed on HERRICK, and
also to SSgt Robinson , Cpl ‘H’ Her non , LCpl Jor dan Stead , Sig
Craig McW alters , Sig ‘Dickie’ Lightowlers and Sig Matt Inns,
all of whom will be missed.  Congratulations go to LCpl ‘Stu’
Blakeley , Sig ‘Dickie’ Lightowlers and Sig ‘Bob’ Innes for their
success in coming of f the latest promotions board.  Also
congratulations to Cpl Gaz Bamfor d on his achievement in
successfully completing the Potential Y ofS Course at Blandford.  

The Tp now looks forward to a busy period supporting the
adoption of Cormorant and also pr eparing for the Div Ex FLYING
RHINO.

ALMA TROOP

OC 2Lt S McNeillie
SSgt SSgt P Smith

This is the first time Alma Tp has been mentioned in The Wire as
a part of 211 Sig Sqn.  Alma Tp was reconstructed due to the
Regt deploying on Op HERRICK 11 and it mainly consists of
those left out of battle and theatr e reserves. 

We would like to congratulate Sgt ‘RAJ’ Malcolm on his
promotion and his recent posting to 16 Sig Regt, wher e he will be
volunteering his services to be the next Provost Sgt.  Other
congratulations go to Sig Wilson , picking up his first stripe earlier
in the autumn.

Alma would also like to welcome Sgt ‘Chalky’ Chalk joining us
from 2 Sig Regt, Sgt ‘Ginge’ Graham joining his first Royal
Signals unit coming from 4 SCOTS, Cpl Ever ett and Cpl
Sidor owicz both from 102 Log Bde and finally the first female in
Alma Tp, LCpl L yle posted to us fr om 7 Sig Regt. 

The whole Tp both new and old, have a big task ahead of them.
We are currently preparing to receive Cormorant into the Regt
and have the task of getting to grips with the new equipment
from February 2010 before deploying on ex at the end of April.

HERFORD STATION CHRISTMAS FAYRE - by 2Lt S McNeillie

This year was a first for the Regt and for the town of Herfor d; the
annual Herford Station Christmas Fayre was held in conjunction
with the Deutches Rotes Kreuz (German Red Cross).  This was a
great opportunity for Anglo-German r elations and gave the
members of Herford Station a chance to visit a miniatur e
traditional German Market with a ‘very British theme’.  

The Christmas Fayre was bigger and better than ever befor e and
had to be spread over Friday and Saturday 27/28 November.  It
was opened by the Regt 2IC Maj Coatsworth and the Herford
Mayor; there were hundreds of dif ferent items for sale on the
Christmas stalls, varying from handmade Christmas decorations
to homemade hampers.   Entertainment was pr ovided by the
Lister School Children’s Choir, Herford Brass Band and a local
Russian Choir, which got everybody in the Christmas spirit –
failing that there was plenty of Glühwein on sale!

Sgt ‘Chalky’ Chalk searched all his contacts and managed to get
hold of Santa Claus, his grotto and 2 of his helpers in for the
weekend.  Unfortunately Santa didn’ t get his Reindeer BFGd in
the allotted 30 days, so Sig Poulter managed to rustle up 2
goats and 4 rabbits fr om Tier Park to tow his sleigh.  It all started
to feel a bit like Noah’s Ark when the Herford Stables Club
brought 2 ponies for the childr en to ride.  After an afternoon of
temper tantrums, a sign had to be made;
“No Childr en over 5’3,  No Par ents and definitely no-one with
3 pips or mor e.”

The Master Chef, SSgt Carver did the Regt proud again with the
food that the RLC pr ovided, bringing a British flavour to the
German Christmas Fayre.  Overall it was a great event this year,
enjoyed by all who took part.  W ell… until the heavens opened
with sheets of hail stones and fork lightning which r eally stopped
play on the final evening!

MONS TROOP

OC 2Lt R Painter
SSgt SSgt J Butler

Mons Tp wishes to welcomed the following people: Cpl Al
Godley and LCpl Bennet both from 201 Sig Sqn, Cpl Hepworth ,
Cpl Birkett , Cpl Drysdale and also LCpl Maddon , who is on his
second tour of the Mighty Mons, fr om 2 Sig Regt.  We would like
to congratulate LCpls Br ookes and LCpl Gibbons on their
promotion to LCpl and to Sig Tweddle for being selected for
promotion.

November was a busy month with people deploying on Op
HERRICK, and the inevitable postings in and out.  Cpl Godley
has now deployed to Afghanistan and LCpl Bennet has been
posted to 14 Sig Regt.  The Tp also deployed 6 members for a
flying visit to the Czech Republic to carry out a r ecce for Ex
FLYING RHINO 10, coming up next year.  

We also said farewell to Cpl Chris Bonnar , who is leaving the
Army hopefully to join the Police.  We wish him, Nicola and their
children, Luke and Lyndsey all the best for the futur e.

MINDEN TROOP

OC 2Lt R Bonner
SSgt SSgt Tony Raby

There have been a lot of changes in Minden Tp recently – the
most obvious one being the welcome and timely arrival of a r eal
Tp Comd, much to Staf f Rabys’ relief.   2Lt Bonner , who has
joined the Tp fresh from her Tp Comd’s course, is to take the
helm of a very busy support Tp.
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2nd SIGNAL REGIMENT 
YORK

We have had to say some recent farewells to a few members of
the troop.  SSgt(SQMS) Steve Kerr and his family are off to 7 Sig
Regt, where he is waiting to hear whether another SQMS post will
follow!  Cpl Ryan Jones departed in September, posted to ATR
Pirbright.  Sig Hunter left us for the challenges of 1 Sqn.   And
finally, LCpl Col Stephenson is trying to prove technicians are
intelligent by transferring to the Int Corps (good luck slimer). 

The Tp has swelled to 50 plus with the arrival of SSgt(SQMS)
Trev Evans , who joins team green after working with the TA.
Cpls ‘Chalky’ White and Armor Rai slip into the MT.  The

engineer sect welcomes LCpls Allan , Whyte , Tann, Harle ,
Parker and ‘Shakey’ Gough .  Cpl Sim takes over as the daddy
of the Gene Bay to ease the stress of LCpl ‘Baggage’ Anderson .

It is maybe just as well the Tp has grown, with the pace that
Bowman is progressing and with the introduction of Cormorant to
the Regt, the Tp has got its foot flat to the floor .  After a welcome
break over Christmas, we will be shifting focus onto the
preparation for Ex FLYING RHINO next year where we’ll be
hammering most comms systems to the max in the Czech
Republic.  

CO Lt Col AR Knott MBE
RSM WO1(RSM) Combe

The Regt has continued to steam along at full speed into the New
Year bracing itself for the challenges that the next few months will
throw its way.  After a successful tenure as the high readiness
Regt and as the providers of strategic comms in Iraq and Kuwait,
the main effort has now switched fir e to preparing for future ops
in Afghanistan; as well as supporting deploying units in their
mission rehearsal exs.  As the first fully-fledged Campaign Sig
Regt to step into the Op HERRICK rotation, every dept has had
its part to play in ensuring that the r e-rolling of the Regt takes
place in the most ef fective manner and that each and every
soldier is fully prepared for ops when they step of f the runway in
Camp Bastion or Kandahar later this year.  A huge amount of
planning and training is taking place to ensur e that this happens
and that the Regt’s residual duties such as manning the Senior
British Military Advisor’ s Signals Det in Florida, and the standing
commitments in York are also attended to.

In this month’s The Wire notes, soldiers currently deployed or
recently returned from ops in the USA and Qatar give us an
update on their recent activities.  We also hear from those that
have been keeping themselves busy raising money for charity, or
pushing themselves beyond their comfort zone on adventur ous
training.  We also hear from the Regt’s very own rock star,
SSgt(FofS (IS)) Tennick .  All proof that it’ s not all work from the
men and women with the cr oss-keys on their arm.

EXERCISE NORTHERN EAGLE - by Sig Stirling

With 219 Sig Sqn having been on high readiness for the entire
year, the handing over of the two ICS Dets shortly befor e
Christmas gave us a brief window in which to get some
adventurous training in before we all went on leave.  The fact that
this window was in the middle of winter and that the training
location was in North Wales meant that rain and cold weather
were always going to make things challenging.  This didn’ t deter
us, as a week in the mountains was always going to be mor e fun
that a week in the garages.

We left York knowing that it may not be the best time of year for
such a trip but none the less still in high spirits and looking
forward for the excuse to have some time away fr om work if
nothing else.  After the first day of activities we lear nt it was going
to be more than that!

We were split down into gr oups on arrival at Capel Curig Training
Camp before being shown to our luxury 12-man suites complete
with rubberised mattr esses and clanking radiators.  Each group
would complete a dif ferent activity each day; hill walking,
kayaking, mountain biking and r ock climbing.  Each of the
activities was enjoyable and pushed people way beyond their
comfort zone thr ough fear of heights, water, navigation and the
unfavourable weather conditions.

The hill walking was along some interesting and at times
challenging routes in the Snowdonia countryside, with the snow

already visible on the mountain tops and day by day appearing
further down the summits.  Cpl Dibbert was at the helm, but
ensured that all the groups did their fair share of navigation. The
bitter Welsh weather claimed its first casualty less than a couple
of hours into the first tr ek with LCpl Williams under-estimating
how much warm kit he needed and he needed to be r emoved
from the mountain on the verge of coming down with exposur e.
Sig Stokes tried the “as the cr ow flies” appr oach to the peak,
ignoring the tightly packed contours which didn’ t go well for
himself or his group.  It was all in all a good experience and
everyone learned something.

Kayaking was an emotional experience with the water feeling
impossibly cold.  It was made slightly mor e bearable knowing
that our Tp Sgt and Kayaking instructor , Sgt Glennar d, would be
getting himself wet and fr eezing every day of the week.  After a
few capsize drills and T-rescues we had a bunch of budding 1-
Stars.  Sig Holdsworth made his group’s day by being caught on
camera in utter panic during a capsize drill.  Everyone moaned
whilst anticipating kayaking but concurr ed it had been enjoyable
once they were warm and out the water.

We were lucky enough to have one day of the week out of the
miserable weather and able to do some indoor r ock climbing with
2Lt Wall .  This tested people with a fear of heights and r einforced
some new skills in people who hadn’ t climbed befor e. The
bravest of all being Sig Woolley who, despite losing a scab of f
his knee and nearly being airlifted to A and E, carried on climbing.

The most physically demanding of the activities was the mountain
biking which afterwar ds left people with sor e arms and preferring
standing up to sitting down.  It was one of the most popular
activities but also had the most upsets with the likes of LCpl
Keen taking a dive on a flat bridge and LCpl Mutambisi deciding
brakes weren’t needed on downhill sections, as he showed us his
own brand of downhill r odeo.  Each group also received
complimentary Welsh lessons from the instructor, Capt Johns .
All of the groups managed to negotiate the hair -raising downhill
sections of the Marin Trail relatively unscathed, which was quite

Sig Holdsworth is not a happy man as Sgt Glennard introduces
him to capsize drills
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an achievement.  However, Sig Iles still managed to end up in
hospital after almost removing his ear with a face plant in a car
park while the rest of the group were having their lunch.  Despite
all the falls it was one of the most challenging, enjoyable and
testing activities.  All in all it was a successful trip giving us plenty
of stories to tell and we did manage to have a few drinks along
the way.

MORPHEUS RISING

Forget ‘The Soldiers’, 2 Sig Regt have their very own chart
topping performer in the shape of SSgt(FofS (IS)) Tennick .  His
band ‘Morpheus Rising’ experienced success beyond their
wildest expectations r ecently when they released their charity
single ‘Fighting Man’ to raise money for ‘Help for Her oes’ and the
Poppy Appeal.  They charted within the top 5 of the Amazon UK
CD Singles Chart and were briefly the highest selling single on
iTunes. 

The media have been extremely interested and the band has
featured in the Daily Star, the Northern Echo and the York Press
as well as appearing in several interviews on BBC Radio York and
numerous other radio stations. The band’ s video was also shown
on BBC’s Look North programme.

‘Fighting Man’ is the second single the band have r eleased in aid
of charities supporting the serving and ex-serving community .

Their first, ‘An Ordinary
Man’, released in October
2008 (the same day as
the X Factor single)
received a moving
response from the
general public, raising a
large sum for ‘Help for
Heroes’, and had over
2500 hits on the
accompanying YouTube
video in its first week.
This is a great
achievement for an
unsigned, independent
group.

SSgt (FofS (IS)) Tennick ,
whose day job is as FofS
IS for 246 (Gurkha) Sig
Sqn, is the singer and
song writer for the band,
and has used his
experiences on ops as
inspiration for his writing.

The single ‘Fighting Man’ was released on 2 November 2009 and
can be downloaded fr om all major online stores including iTunes,
Napster, Rhapsody and HMV Online.  The CD is available to order
at Amazon.co.uk.  All proceeds go to service charities.

DEPLOYING FORWARD TO QATAR 
- by Cpl Kirby and LCpl Jeffries

When the SBMA staff move forward from Tampa to Qatar, a Det
deploys from York to support them.  Although Qatar is not quite
as glamorous as Florida, it is still a month in the sun!  In 2009 the
SBMA Fwd activation was supported by Phoenix Tp, 219 Sig
Sqn.

On arrival in Qatar there was time for some acclimatisation befor e
the staff arrived and a little down time was had.  Whilst SSgt
Sweeney , Sgt Louden , Cpl Kirby and Cpl Field enjoyed the
pool and the Qatari sunshine, LCpl Jef fries and Sig Iles spent
hours on the free WIFI and trying to ‘get massive’ in the gym.

Shortly into the deployment it became clear that a month away
was going to tur n into 3 months. This was so that the SBMA cell
could be moved to Al Udied Airbase and the RAF, who were due
to take on the task, could be supported in adopting their new
role.

The news that we would be moving fr om the luxury of Camp As
Saleyah was a bit of a blow to morale as our food would no
longer be freshly prepared before our eyes and the jacuzzi would
be left behind.  However, facilities at our new base were still far
from inadequate.  The Americans provided us with ensuites,
internet in the rooms, kitchens, TV rooms and games rooms, all
as standard. The external facilities were also excellent. 

As the deadline date for full comms to be in and working dr ew
closer and closer, we upped the hours and worked har d and
eventually everything fell into place well within time.  After full
operating capability was achieved and the staf f arrived, we finally
got into a routine. SSgt Sweeney , Sgt Louden , Cpl Field and
Cpl Kirby provided the real life and comms support for the staf f
officers throughout the day time, while LCpl Jef fries and Sig Iles
became stuck in what can only be described as Gr oundhog Day
on the night shift. 

By this stage in the deployment, all of us wer e feeling battle
fatigued and were looking forward to finishing the tour and
getting back to our families.  That is apart fr om Cpl Kirby who
somehow managed to get himself sent home a week early due to
his imminent departure out to Tampa!

Towards the end of the tour we r eceived a welcome visit from
Capt Johns and WO2(FofS) Walker .  We received an in-depth
brief from them outlining the next 12 months of tasks which
included Op HERRICK and what our jobs would be.  W e found
this very beneficial as we had many blanks to fill in our minds,
having been away from the Regt for so long.

All in all the tour has been a success and morale has been sky
high with the Det personnel bonding well and getting the job
done efficiently.  We look forward to getting home and having
some time off.  

COAST TO COAST - by Cpl Brown

As winter was approaching 11 members of Falcon Tp decided
that they should get outdoors for a week, and enjoy themselves
prior to a busy 2010 which will see us heading to Afghanistan.  It
was therefore decided that we would challenge ourselves and
raise some money for ‘Help for Heroes’ by walking acr oss the
roof of England from Whitehaven in Cumbria to Newcastle upon
Tyne; a total distance of 136 miles.

The 11 members of theTp; Sgt Bates , Cpl Br own , LCpl McWhir ,
LCpl Boothman , LCpl  Ashfield , Sig Henderson , Sig
Drummond , Sig Milady , Sig Blackbur n, Sig Winson and Sig
Holdcr oft , departed York early on a cold November mor ning for a

Cpl John, Sig Stirling, LCpl Williams, Sig Milady and Sig
Holdsworth take a break from the Marin Trail above Betws-y-Coed

SSgt(FofS (IS)) Tennick performing
with Morpheus Rising
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3 hour sleep-a-thon in the minibus prior to arriving in Whitehaven.
Thankfully, Cpl Dibbert , who would pr ove to be our admin
saviour throughout the week managed to stay awake while he
was driving. 

After arriving in Whitehaven harbour and the customary touch of
the water on the west coast we set of f.  We aimed to walk a total
of 30 miles a day which was the pace needed to complete the
walk by Friday afternoon.  The first day was going to plan until at
the 29 mile point when the daylight had gone and the rain was
coming down har d, there was no bridge to cr oss at our intended
crossing point.  Morale at this point was not high as we had an
extra 2 mile detour to complete Day 1.  Eventually we arrived at
the Youth Hostel in Keswick and an early night was well
deserved. 

The rain was a constant theme during the week but this was not
going to slow us down or dampen our spirits, as a total of
£3075.00 was already raised for the event through a street
collection in York City centre before setting off.  With this in mind
and many family and friends having sponsor ed us, there was no
weather or injury that was going to stop us now . 

Day 3 saw the big climb up to the Hartside café, the highest point
on the route.  With Cpl Br own misleading the team on his
morning brief as to the whereabouts of the highest point in
relation to the admin stop, LCpl McWhir was extremely happy to
find out that the café was in fact the top and not the half way
point as she believed when she arrived.

‘Its all down hill fr om here’ was the phrase Cpl Br own used for
the next 2 days as motivation, which wasn’ t far from the truth.
Day 4 saw Maj Clixby and WO2(SSM) Fadzilah join us for the
day, the only day which was dry for the entir e event.  The SSM
clearly booked the weather!  This day was to finish just outside
Newcastle City centre which left morale pretty high, as we now
knew we had only 17 miles to go thr ough the quay side and
along the River Tyne to Tynemouth Castle.  By lunch time on
Friday, we had finally arrived at Tynemouth Castle some 136 miles
from Whitehaven and touched the water on the east coast.
Everyone was happy to see Cpl Dibbert with the minibus ready
and waiting for us to start the sleep-a-thon back to Y ork!  

The following few days were filled with rest and sponsorship
collections which eventually gave us a grand total of over £5000.
Anyone still wishing to contribute can do so by visiting:
http://www .justgiving.com/FTroopC2C

EXERCISE CHIMERA WARRIOR - by Lt Park

219 Sig Sqn deployed to Ripon camp in the middle of December
for an extremely cold and arduous battle camp as the first step in
preparing the Sqn for future ops in Afghanistan.  With Sgt Smith
running most of the training, the ex was sur e to be green and
keen due to his infantry backgr ound. 

The ex took the form of a remind and revise day of basic military
skills and field craft followed by a 2 day patr olling competition.
Upon arrival, the Sqn was broken down into 4 teams who
immediately took on a very competitive attitude.  Day 1 consisted
of lessons in BCDT, map reading, range skills and various
command tasks.

That evening all the teams deployed to their start points for the
beginning of the competition stage.  After a bitterly cold night
with frost forming on many a basher and Cpl French nearly
freezing to death with his jungle dos bag, the patr olling began.
Each team had to pass through a variety of stands including mor e
gruelling command tasks, tar get indication golf, military history
and observation.  On completion of the final stands, they all
headed into a combined harbour to await the much anticipated
final day.  Unfortunately for them, the teams did not have it that
easy as Sgt Br own had devised a cunning night navigation that
took most teams the best part of 3 hrs to complete.

A lot of rumours had been cir culating about the final race and,
after having watched the Gurkha Engineers being run ragged
around the area, a lot of the teams were nervous.  As time
passed, the teams began to assume that the final task had been
cancelled and then Cpl Cummings screamed at the top of her
voice about a nearby explosion involving a variety of casualties.
Almost immediately all teams sprang into action to tr eat the
casualty before having to extract them to the near est aid post.  

The final activity to settle the scor es for the competition was a
mass stalk over 2km to a nearby OP.  LCpl Williams seemed to
have already attended sniper school as he managed to get within
100m of the OP and fire off 2 successful shots.

That evening a curry and social was enjoyed by all troops
involved in the ex and the results were announced with LCpl
Boothman’ s team from Falcon Tp taking home 1st place.

EXERCISE NORTHERN FUNDRAISER 
- by Cpl Eden and LCpl Evans

Twenty soldiers from 214 Sig Sqn recently tackled the 40 mile
Lyke Wake Walk across the North Yorkshire Moors to raise funds

for the city’s St Leonard’s Hospice.

Starting from Osmotherly, the group tabbed east acr oss
the Moors to Ravenscar coming in well under the 24 hr
target they had set themselves. They managed to
collect several hundred pounds for the hospice, which
provides free support to families requiring care in the
York area.

One of the organisers, Cpl Eden , said ‘many of us in the
area have had relatives and friends who have been
cared for by St Leonard’s, and we know what a good
job the Hospice does. We are keen to raise as much as
possible on the walk for such a gr eat cause.”

Janet Morley , Director of Fundraising at St Leonard’s
Hospice, says, “It’ s really good to know that the Army is
behind the Hospice! We are very grateful to Cpl Eden
and his colleagues for tackling this challenge.”

FofS Read was team leader and started by giving an
almost full set of orders on the days walk, weather, who

was taking what leg, ground etc (far too much info to list), then
proceeded to get on the transport.  Once at the start we had a
group photo and set of f into the fog which had limited visibility to
400m.  I assured all that the weather report I had got that
morning said it would clear by early after noon – yeah right, never
trust the weatherman! 

By late afternoon we were at the half way point for a well
deserved rest.  The pub had been warned off that a group of
hungry squaddies were inbound for a hearty meal and had
prepared accordingly.  Cpl Barker guided us to the admin point
so we could dump day sacks and change socks befor e our huge

Cpl Brown and the rest of the Coast to Coast walkers present a cheque for
£5153.40 for ‘Help for Heroes’ 
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feed. With stomachs filled, water r eplenished and a quick map
recce, it was of f into the fog filled night for the 2nd half.

With visibility down to about 10m it was slow going.  As paths
turned to open moor, we eventually came across a little stream.
Cpl Moran was convinced we should handrail this and it would
bring us back to the path on the map.  W e headed off on our new
bearing and within metres Cpl Moran was up to his thighs in a
bog to the amusement of the r est of us.  We decided to continue
along and one by one we sank knee, thigh and waist deep into
the bog. With morale now at an all time low , we continued to the
first check point.  On and on thr ough the night, we eventually
came to the penultimate check point wher e Cpl Cor nfield and
LCpl Clarke were our chefs and prepared some well welcomed
bacon butties for us all.

We all headed for the mast marking the finish with aching
muscles and burning feet.  We made it to the end and with a final
photo at the marker stone of the walk, we headed back to the
transport for the trip home. This is the point wher e I cannot
comment as I was sleeping for the whole jour ney as was
everyone else was.  The Sqn are still raising money for the
hospice, and any donations are more than welcome and can be
made at www.justgiving.com/214signalsqn .

2 SIGNAL REGIMENT BADMINTON TEAM - by Sig Gyan Rai

Despite a busy schedule, the Regt have managed to put together
a team of young and enthusiastic sportsmen to participate in
various badminton competitions thr oughout the year. First, we
competed in the Royal Signals Championship in October at 21
Sig Regt at Colerne.  We were surprised by our level of success,
as we had barely had an opportunity to train for the event.  Sig
Bijay Gurung was the Plate Individual Winner and LCpl Deepak
Rai came runner-up in the novice category .

As a result of our performance at Coler ne, we were invited to
compete in the Army Championship which was held in Grantham
in November.  Our team did extremely well here with Sig Gyan
Rai winning the Individual Plate and Cpl Uttam Rai running out
as the winner of the novice competition.  The Best Newcomer
award also went to Cpl Uttam Rai who has proved something of
a natural at the sport.  However, the 2 most important things that
we gained from these events were experience and the fun we
had.  Finally, on behalf of the team, I would like to thank Capt
Hebindra Pun for managing the team.

ISLAND TROOP TACKLE BEN NEVIS - by Sig Sanjeep

Ex NORTHERN CHISO HAWA KHANE 09 was an outdoor
expedition to Scotland for Island Tp, 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn. The ex
took place in October near Fort William. The main aim was to
boost team bonding and mountaineering skills within the Tp by
climbing the highest peak of the British Isles, Ben Nevis. 

Ben Nevis is located at the wester n end of the Grampian
Mountains in the Lochaber area of Scotland, close to the town of
Fort William.  It attracts an estimated 100,000 ascents a year.  It
is one of the most famous peaks in Britain and is steeped in
history. The word ‘Ben Nevis’ is translated fr om the Gaelic which
means ‘Mountain of Heaven’.

Under the command of Tp OC, Capt Hebindra Pun , 17
personnel from Island Tp set off for Fort William. It was an awfully
long 8 hrs drive to reach the destination but everyone was
excited and enjoyed the eye-catching scenery of the graceful
Scottish countryside.  W e were accommodated in 2 cottages
located in the isolated and beautiful surr oundings of Glen Nevis,
8km to the south-west of Fort William.  Although ther e were no
electricity or gas supplies in the cottages, we had br ought our
own 2kw generators which pr ovided lights and also enabled us to
cook in the cottages.  Under the dir ection of SSgt Bom , Cpl
Tanka organised some excellent admin support and delicious
food during the ex. 

On the day of the ascent, the tr oops were split into 2 groups to
climb the peak.  The 1st group was led by instructors SSgt Bom
and LCpl Robin and the 2nd group was led by Capt Hebindra
and Sgt Laxman .  The climbing route was divided into 5 legs and
we were nominated to lead each leg to develop our navigational
skills.  At 0900hrs our journey began from the car park of Ben
Nevis information centre.  Everyone was very excited and was
fully prepared to conquer the summit.  However , it was not a
good start because the weather was not in our favour .  To our
surprise, the mountain track was not that dif ficult but it was very
scary because of the adverse weather conditions.  The angry
wind wanted to blow us away , the rain was falling heavily and the
cold was desperate to feel our bones but everyone was
determined to face the challenge. 

Finally, in 3 hrs 21 mins we reached Britain’s highest summit.  It
was the most delightful moment ever for everyone and at the
same time it was an immensely harsh experience.  The weather at
the summit was below fr eezing.  Everyone was shivering and our
fingers and toes were numb with cold. It was a painful challenge
for any climber but SSgt Bom astonished everyone by changing
his clothes from top to bottom ignoring the fr eezing cold. 

On the way down, SSgt Bom and LCpl Dipak decided to run all
the way and reached the bottom in 1 hr and 20 mins.  The r est of
us walked down sensibly, picking up rubbish on the way in or der
to do our bit for the envir onment.  That evening we visited the
local town and explor ed a few pubs in Fort William. 

On the final day we headed back to York leaving behind the
tempting beauty of Ben Nevis.  I would like to thank our Tp OC
for organising such a memorable expedition for us.  Our thanks
must go to Sgt Gar nett as well for taking quality pictur es during
the trip.  

2 Signal Regiment Badminton Team with their winners trophies

A group photograph taken during the Troop expedition in
Scotland
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CO Lt Col PEJ Dr ew
RSM WO1(RSM) A Torrington

SUPPORT (THE SOMME) SQUADRON

OC Maj DG Skimming
SSM WO2(SSM) D Cartledge

EXERCISE IRON SOMME - by WO2(FofS IS) Laye

On Monday 2 November 09, the advance party of Sp Sqn
deployed to Capel Curig for a week’ s fun and games on the hills,
mountain bike routes and climbing areas of Snowdonia National
Park.  In true fashion it pumped it down for 4 days straight.  Forty
five lucky troops from the Sqn deployed the following mor ning to
be met with the same glorious weather which the advance party
had encountered the previous day.

Not to be disheartened and spurr ed on by the sight of the
instructors wearing shorts and flip-flops in horizontal rain,
equipment was issued, pr e-training delivered and after a
reasonable night’s sleep on a rickety bed, activities started the
following mor ning.

A 20km route had been selected by the Adventur e Training WO,
WO2 Kerr Laye , encompassing the 2 fantastic peaks of Moel
Siabod (Scabby Hill) and Foel Goch.  While on Moel Siabod we
were above the mist and fog and it was raining that bad it felt like
it was raining upwards rather than down.  The SSM, WO2 Deano
Cartledge prepped well for the day, carefully wrapping his map in
cling-film and stowing his compass in an accessible location. 

Sig ‘Sick Note’ Isaacs exclaimed: “It was a mixtur e of fun, hard
work, torment and r elief!  The relief happened more to the end of
the long journey” – at least he managed one day’s training. 

Sig Steadman takes over the story.  On Wednesday morning I
was lucky as I had the opportunity to visit one of the UK’ s best
indoor climbing centr es in Snowdonia.  The fact that it was
indoors was a bonus as most of those hill walking wer e as wet as
an otters pocket after 10 mins on the hill.  Our instructors for the
day were WO2(FofS (IS)) Laye and Cpl ‘Damo’ Stacey .  The
must be really qualified I thought, as they had ropes, equipment
and bags of powder hanging fr om their harnesses – I was most
impressed.

There was a wide difference
in ability with some people
resembling spider man,
whilst others were suffering
from vertigo standing on the
floor.  In the afternoon it was
time to brave the elements
and conduct a bit of
abseiling, or what our
instructors called ‘Gettin of f
Crag with a bit of r ope’.  It
was finally my turn; I was
called forward by the
instructors, clipped in and
then got to see my fate for
the first time.

As I looked over the edge I saw a massive 120ft drop and an
enormous river with a set of rapids at the bottom, my legs began
to shake uncontrollably as WO1(RSM) Torrington started to belt
out his best Elvis impression, which everyone found amusing
apart from me.

It was great to get out of the of fice for a few days for some
quality, arduous and definitely adventur ous training.  Just wish
the weather had been slightly better.  In true Welsh fashion it
rained, rained and rained some more.  As we lined up to leave,
the sun came out and we gave a wry smile to ourselves.  Next
time the mountain biking will be for me.  

MT TROOP

EXERCISE RED TRICORN

With another busy year almost behind us it was time for the Regt
to roll out of Camp one last time.  Sp Sqn wer e to deploy to Old
Carter Barracks (OCB) and establish CP3 and life support for
both Regimental personnel and the Div Staf f.  There was no
excuse for any one to get lost en r oute to the ex area, as it’s
pretty much Tac signed in from the camp entrance – that’ s just
how far we had to travel). 

The ex started in pretty much the same way as every other.
Vehicle line-ups, pre-inspections and then the initial r oll out from
Picton Barracks.  Five mins later we were there.  With the rain
falling Sgt John Ross decided to change his tyr es to
intermediates in a bid to impr ove the traction on his J-Cab; his
first week in the unit and he was thrilled to be the most sought-
after member of the Regt, buzzing around OCB with a variety of
loads on the forks.  As the rain continued to fall, Sig ‘Sick Note’
Isaacs went man down, with a BMI of -15 he started to feel the
cold, and so it was decided to wrap him in cotton wool for the
remainder of the day.

After the initial build phase was complete it was then down to the
fine tuning of what can only be classed as the periphery , i.e. the
other stuff.  First erecting of a bike tent (9’x9’) for the of ficers
living on the patch and then the prayer tent, which had to be
correctly aligned to Mecca (not the Bingo Hall) which was no
mean feat as our OS maps didn’ t quite reach that far.  The aim of
the prayer tent was to pr ovide a place of worship for a number of
visiting troops from Middle Eastern countries.  

As part of the Land Command Power Demonstration (LCPD), we
were given the opportunity to trial the new Shower/T oilet facilities
designed to be used at FOBs on Op HERRICK.  What a treat we
all thought, that was until it ran out of water at appr ox 0700hrs
with 4 of our soldiers showering and in mid-lather .  It was quite
comical to see the 4 of them looking like they’d been thr own out
of a foam party, before rinsing themselves off with a 20 litre jerry
can of cold water. 

As the ex continued, everyone established normal routine and all
was well.  That was until Sig Reid of 206 Sig Sqn, came rushing
into CP3 screaming ‘Fire Fire Fire’!  Without a care for their own
personal safety WO2(MTWO) Manley and WO2(SSM) Scarrott
rushed to the scene of the fir e, armed with an extinguisher each.
In typical Red Adair fashion the fire was extinguished and the 2
heroes stood around signing autographs and posing for photos –
not for public r elease!

202 ARMOURED SQUADRON

OC Maj M Parke
SSM WO2(SSM) W Scarrott

EXERCISE IRON CHASM – USA NOVEMBER 2009
- by Cpl Manning

Ex IRON CHASM was an expedition to the Grand Canyon,
Arizona, USA.  The main aim was to descend the 1438m (4718ft)

3r d (UNITED KINGDOM) DIVISION 
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT

BULFORD

Sig Steadman prepares to “get off
crag with a bit of rope”
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down to the bottom of the Grand Canyon and to explor e the
surrounding area.  The trekking involved would give the 8
members of the team the opportunity to pr omote leadership,
physical and mental stamina, teamwork and navigational
skills……..and of course, the chance to witness the beautiful
scenery that the Canyon has to of fer.

We departed from Bulford after all the necessary admin and
documents checks wer e completed and headed for Heathr ow.
Once our bags were checked in, we found ourselves a café and
had our last English breakfast for the next 2 weeks.  After a
turbulent 8 hr flight, we appr oached the spectacular lights of Las
Vegas, which in the dead of night stood out against the blackness
of the surrounding desert.  We touched down at Las Vegas airport
and collected our hir e vehicle which SSgt Thisby had the
privilege of driving for the next 3 hrs along the famous Route 66
to Flagstaff.  This is a historic town situated at the foot of the San
Francisco Peaks.  When we arrived, in the early hours of the
morning we located our accommodation, a USAF r ecreational
camp called Fort Tuthill.  The next day we decided to explor e
Flagstaff and the surrounding area and to gather information for
our trek into the Grand Canyon.  We began at the Flagstaff
information centre, which was also the town’ s train station.  While
there, we were amazed when a train came through and we
counted 64 freight carriages; it took 4 mins to pass thr ough the
station.  We visited the Lowell Observatory which was very
educational.  Lt Hick thoroughly enjoyed the guided tour ,
especially the riveting presentation, all about the vastness of the
universe, which we had to sit thr ough.  Sig Rew took special
interest in the fact that the observatory was home to the
discovery of the planet Pluto and that he could see the moons of
Jupiter through a telescope. 

We left Flagstaff thoroughly educated and began our jour ney to
the Grand Canyon.  This took us 100 miles North along Route
180.  Once we reached the Grand Canyon National Park we
located our camp site and pitched our tents r eady for the cold
night ahead, but not befor e Sig Berritt cooked (I use the term
loosely) us a BBQ.  After eating, we had planned to attend a
briefing on the geology of the Canyon only to find out that it had
been cancelled and replaced by a presentation about how the
wildlife in the local area manages to survive.  If it weren’t for the
highly animated delivery by Park Ranger, Lori we would have
surely fallen asleep.  LCpl Pankhurst wasn’t impressed though
as he was caught snoozing.

Prior to descending into the Grand Canyon the gr oup prepared
well by carrying out two 1 day walks to ensur e all members were
acclimatised corr ectly and their bergens weighing in excess of
25kgs were packed correctly.  One of our walks consisted of
walking a 12 mile stretch of the South Rim from the Hermit lodge
to the Yavapai Point.  The next morning we began our descent at
Mather Point which was at a height of 7120ft (2170m).  With the
visual impact of the landscape catching our attention, the
majority of the trek down was spent taking pictur es.  Not least of
all was LCpl Deans , who kept getting left behind  due to his
constant pausing, which he said was to take pictur es on his
camera-phone, but we suspected otherwise.  Ir onically, this was
time wasted for him as he would later lose his phone!  It took us
roughly 4 hours to reach the bottom.  This was an hour ahead of

schedule which was impr essive due to the 72oF/20oC heat and
no shelter from the desert sun, not to mention the 45lb packs
some of us were carrying.  Once we reached the bottom we wer e
met by the Colorado River and our camp site for that evening,
Phantom Ranch.

With minimal facilities at the bottom of the canyon, the only place
to get food was char ging over the odds for it – luckily we had
packed plenty of rations which we pur chased in Flagstaff.  Sig
Berritt however managed to temporarily lose his rations with a
little help from us.  We wanted to see if he’d br eak and pay the
$50 for a meal.  The funny part was that when I of fered him some
of my rations, giving him his own back, he didn’ t even notice they
were his.  The next morning we packed our kit and set of on the
Bright Angel Trail back up the canyon, a climb of 1438m,
stopping at Indian Garden to refill our water and for a bite to eat.

Along the way we came across many tourist hikers from different
parts of the world, and a stray goat.

We finally reach the top around mid-after noon where we grabbed
a large dinner and headed back to our campsite at the Mather
Campground for some much needed r est.  The following day we
set off South towards Route 66 and headed West towards Lake
Mead, where we camped for the next 2 days.  This allowed us to
visit the Hoover Dam.  We took the guided tour of the Dam which
captivated us due to it being an amazing feat of engineering, all
except LCpl Randall who was only interested in the fact that the
Dam was still standing despite being destr oyed in the first
Transformers movie.  

With the expedition almost over , all that was left was to spend 2
days R&R in Las Vegas at the MGM Grand – where LCpl Deans
lost his phone!  A big thank you goes to the Royal Signals Fund
and Berlin Memorial for providing the expedition with grants.
Finally, thank you to Lt Hick for organising “probably the best
expedition in the world”.

EXERCISE JUNIOR LEADER - by LCpl Gibbons

I was recently given the opportunity to take part on Ex JUNIOR
LEADER.  Its purpose was to help improve the leadership and
combat skills of Signallers.  Being a Royal Signals soldier I feel
it’s important to keep on top of basic infantry skills, as working in
a mainstream Signals unit, you don’ t often get the chance to.

Ex JUNIOR LEADER was 7 days long and split in to 2 phases.
The first, a patrol based phase with lessons given on the or ders
process, patrol techniques and methods, sect attacks and
personal combat skills within them.  All with a cheeky night
navigation and a comd task day thr own in just for fun.  The
second phase lasting for 4 days, combined everything we had
been taught into practice.  Every one was given the opportunity
to take all roles within the sect and all sects r otated through
certain inf based roles.  These included being the QRF, sect
patrols and manning defensive positions at a secur e location.
Nobody enjoyed being in the defensive position, as you often
heard the dreaded words “hey mate its your stag”.  When not
being woken for stags, the DS would find other opportunities to
disturb our sleep.  The sounds of paralumes, mini flar es, 5.56
being laid down and the shouting of stand to, often dragged us
out of our sleeping bags. 

Overall this ex was hard work and meant long hours.  I managed
to take a lot on boar d and brush up on what I had alr eady learnt.
It will be a great help for future reference as I work my way up to
my next rank.

EXERCISE RED TRICORN 09/02 - by LCpl Earl-Pickup

Alpha Tp deployed on Ex RED TRICORN 09/02 in October 2009.
This was a 2 week ex for most of the Sq, but for us it included
the Land and Combat Power Demonstration.  The first week of
the ex was spent moving the Armd Fwd HQ.  This was a new and
challenging experience for most of the Tp, as this was the first
time we had deployed with this HQ for nearly a year and it was
the first time with the newly fitted Bulldogs.  W e were soon in the
thick of it putting up and tearing down the D RASH and generally
just getting muddy .

There were a few talking point after this ex. First was when one
of the vehicle comds under -estimated the depth of a ‘puddle’
which soon tur ned out to be small lake, leaving the driver soaked
from the neck down following the deluge of muddy water into the
driver’s compartment.  Fortunately the comd, Capt Matt Cox ,
was only left with only 2 wet legs. The 2 other talking points
were when 2 personnel from Alpha Tp fell off the top of the armd
vehicles, with one being evacuated by ambulance with a possible
broken back. Fortunately, they were not hurt badly but the Sqn
wishes them a speedy recovery from their injuries.

On Friday of the first week we moved into Carter Barracks to set
up for the Land and Combat Power Demonstration.  This was a
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long day as everything had to be cleaned inside and out so it
looked liked it had not been on ex and Alpha Tp wer e more than
thankful for the help received from Overloon Tp. Finally after
everything was finished, we then headed back to camp to hand in
weapons and head off home for a well earned rest for the
weekend.

We were then back in early on Monday mor ning to deploy back
down to Carter Barracks and add the finishing touches to the
complex, run through rehearsals for the rest of the week and
commence the briefing phase.  Through the week we had various
personnel from Armed Forces around the world, including our
own. Alpha Tp, myself included, had the job of briefing these
personnel on the Bowman equipment that was in the back of
each of the staff vehicles.  Finally the visitors would head inside
the complex and receive briefings on the laydown of the Armd
Fwd and its day to day running. 

206 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj LC W esterman
SSM WO2(SSM) M Witham

EXERCISE AQUA RHINO - by LCpl Doust

The week commencing 26 October 2009 was obviously a quiet
week for 206 Sig Sqn, as it was decided we could br eak our
usual maintenance routine and head off to sunny Wales for some
adventurous training.  In true military style, of course, the week
required a codename and since the majority of those attending
were to be involved in water based activities, it was decided that
Ex AQUA RHINO would fit the bill.  It’s an exercise, see – in the
water – and we are Rhino Sqn. Clever, eh?

Initial planning was conducted by Sgt Danny Bailes , who
unfortunately was unable to attend the week, after being pulled
away at the last minute on a course.  It was Sgt Neil Cansfied ,
therefore, who stepped up to the challenge of finalising the finer
details and keeping the troops happy and disciplined during the
week.  Lt Cyrus Karumba would join him as the Of ficer in
Charge.  Ex AQUA RHINO provided many of us with the
opportunity to gain some adventur e training qualifications and get
our first foot on the instructional ladder .  On offer was the Kayak
Foundation Course (KFC – but not the chicken variety!), Summer
Mountain Proficiency (did anyone check the date?  It was
freezing!) and OCF (something to do with canoes).  I’m not a
great swimmer.  I hold the World Record for fastest to the bottom
of the pool and have several times been voted “Soldier Most
Likely to Drown”...  ther efore, I decided that mountaineering
would probably be my best option!

Arriving on Sunday 25 October for an intr oductory drink, we
decided it would be rude to not at least sample the local
hostelries and compare the local food and ales, and of course
watch the X-Factor results!  While the majority of us suffered no ill
effects, I believe that Sig Reid had one of those “r ough pnts” we
all experience from time to time.  Festivities aside, the r emainder
of the week provided a learning experience for us all.  While many
of us had partaken in the activities on some scale in the past, the
general feel of the courses run were that we were being prepared
as potential instructors.  So not only wer e we being taught how to
ascend steep slopes, map read, stay afloat, recover from
capsizing and more, we were being taught the whys and
wherefores we would need to know if we wer e to pass that
knowledge on in futur e.

The days were long, and definitely tiring, but not without their
share of fun.  The evenings were not neglected either, with Lt
Karumba indulging his favourite sport with Sgt Cansfield and
laying on basketball mini-tour naments as a warm-up to the nights
out.  No course would be complete without an end of course
BBQ.  Unfortunately, BBQ facilities were not available to us at
Capel Curig and since none of us actually carry a Food Handling
Certificate, we indulged in a pizza night instead – all paid for
through Sqn Funds and very gratefully received!

Adventure training as we all know can be a very rewarding
experience; the added bonus of r eceiving a qualification from it
while having a lot of fun on the way just made the week all the
more enjoyable.  I’m sure I’m not alone in extending my thanks to
Sgt Cansfield and his admin team for ensuring the week went so
smoothly, and more importantly to the instructors for ensuring
that I didn’ t fall off Snowdon and Cpl Houlker -Gor don didn’ t
drown!

EXERCISE ROVING RHINO - by Capt ‘Jimbo’ McMillan

Week 1 commenced with many r equiring refresher lessons on
subjects such as voice pr ocedure, cam and concealment and
antenna and propagation.  This was especially helpful for those
EDs amongst us who are mostly strangers to the concept of
comms.  Having said that, some wer e putting the operators to
shame on kit such as UDTs.  When going through the terminal
initialisation training, Sig Dawson showed a particular aptitude
for Bowman Data terminal working.

The EDs continued to impress in the antenna field when erecting
masts that was until their PU 12 collapsed, of course!  With only a
couple of small interruptions during the theory phase, all went
well and everyone was a little wiser.  On Week 2, the ex phase
was about to begin and on Monday mor ning Normandy Tp got
straight to work pr eparing the dets for ex.  Unusually only a few
very minor faults were detected on the PACEX and it appeared
that for once, Bowman was actually working first time with no
major dramas!

With trailers ready and kit packed with ‘super noodles’ and
sweets, we were ready on Wednesday to deploy out to ourThe Mountaineers after conquering Snowdon

Maj Westerman and members of 206 Signal Squadron



CO Lt Col NJ Makepeace 
RSM WO1(RSM) M McDonald

With Christmas fast approaching 7 Sig Regt has been busy
involving itself in the seasonal festivities, there have been balls,
fetes, and carol services, as well as numerous farewell
celebrations as the Regt prepares to bid farewell to a number of
key personalities.  After 2 years in command of the Regt, Lt Col
Neil Makepeace is due to depart for the USA to assume the r ole
SO1 C4 ISR within the British Defence Staff, Washington.
WO1(RSM) Michael McDonald , soon to be Capt is also due to
depart imminently and will take over as Welfare Officer at 3 (UK)
Div HQ & Sig Regt.  Further congratulations go to WO1(FofS)
Ceasar who also came off the LEOC Board in October,
WO2(YofS) Tharby , WO2(FofS) Stokoe and WO2(FofS(IS))
Cupper who recently came off the WO2 promotion board, and
finally Maj now Lt Col Rawlinson .

229 (BERLIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj DW Rawlinson RA SIGNALS
SSM WO2(SSM) J Love

The Sqn has welcomed in a number of new personalities as well
as bidding farewell to some old faces.  Capt Sal Lifton and Lt
Tony Graham have departed Elmpt for ATR Pirbright and 10 Sig
Regt respectively.  The Sqn has welcomed in Capt Tom
Robinson who takes over as Brandenburg Tp OC and 2Lt Tom
Roberts as Wilmersdorf Tp OC, both arriving just in time to hit
the silly season in full swing.

Newly promoted Lt Col Dar cy Rawlinson is also due to depart
for sunnier climates early in the new year, where he will take up
post as SO1 Force Generation.  In line with 229 Sig
Sqn tradition, he will be r eplaced by a fellow
Australian, Maj Smith , who we look forwar d to
welcoming to the Sqn.

With Christmas fast approaching the final few weeks
have been filled with mess functions and most
importantly our Sqn function. This saw us out in for ce
at the De Hotel Oranjerie in Roermond for a buffet, a
disco and hypnosis show .

BRANDENBURG TROOP

OC Capt T Robinson
SSgt SSgt R Green

ROYAL SIGNALS FEMALE CORPS FOOTBALL
TRIALS - by LCpl Rodway

This year’s Royal Signals Female Corps Football
Trials saw the best turn out for several seasons with
LCpl Rodway and Sigs Dewhurst , Gooch-Hatton and
Maughan travelling from 7 Sig Regt to be amongst ar ound 20
girls from across the Corps. The week long training package
consisted of 4 days of twice daily training and culminated in a
league match on the Friday against RLC. 

Knowing from previous seasons we had a long week ahead of us.
We trained hard concentrating on contr ol, passing and tactics
along with cardio-vascular to get us up to match fit for Friday’ s

game and the rest of the season.  Due to Wednesday nights
‘team bonding session’ ther e were many sore heads on Thursday
morning and to our surprise we had a long and tiring training
session ahead of us.  Coaches WO2 Foster and WO1(RSM) A
McBean stepped aside and called in WO2 Kidd and WO2
Buchanan , who also coach the Royal Signals Male Corps
Football Team, to take us for training. 

Friday’s game eventually arrived and nerves were running high
through the team. Feeling a little confident at the start that we
could possibly get a point out of the game, our confidence was
soon left a little wanting after the visitors scor ed in the 8th
minute.  We then knew how the rest of the game was going to go
as the RLC really were on top form. Finally in the 2nd half, Sig
Miller from 21 Sig Regt scored but despite all the hard work we
lost 10 – 1.  We are now looking forwar d to our next game in
December against RA.

CHARLOTTENBURG TROOP

OC Lt LJ Exell
SSgt SSgt A Gleadall

EXERCISE ARRCADE FUSION CAOC 2 DEPLOYMENT
- Sigs Morgan and Joseph

For Charlottenburg Tp and a few other added extras, Ex
ARRCADE FUSION took place at a Luftwaffe Camp just outside
the tiny town of Uedem.  Our main ef fort was to pr ovide ICS
services to the staff of the Combined Air Operations Centr e
(CAOC) who would be located in Uedem for the duration of the
ex providing information back to the Staf f at ARRC MAIN about
air assets and their availability and capabilities. 

We left Elmpt Station and headed for Uedem late on a Friday
morning, so morale was always going to be high! The camp was
small and the accommodation not quite up to 5 star standar ds,
but inevitably better than sleeping in a field. Upon initial arrival we
set about establishing the server tent, stor es tent, the CP and
most importantly the cook’ s tent, the set up spilt over into
Saturday when we began to actually establish comms. This was
achieved without any dramas at all for the MS and NS systems
and even the TACSAT. However, we were left struggling to
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various locations in our small groups.  Once in location, teams
began at once setting up masts and cam nets.  Within a few
short hours all stations were up and running with all nets in and
working!  With comms having been established surprisingly early ,
teams then settled in with a br ew for the following night.  Mor ning
arrived and with moral high and comms having had minimal

problems overnight, everyone was poised and ready to tear down
the second ‘ENDEX’ was called.

By 1600hrs, all call signs were back in barracks and tur ning
round their vehicles ready to knock of f after a very successful 2
weeks over all. 

7th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

Charlottenburg Troop at the CAOC



EXERCISE DIAMOND ALGAU BACKSTOP 2 
2 – 12 OCTOBER 09 - by LCpl Hatch

This was the first opportunity for the Sqn to indulge itself in some
adventurous training for a long time.  With pr e-deployment
training and the subsequent HERRICK tour this summer many
soldiers were keen to spend some time in the Bavarian Alps. The
10 day expedition was split into 2 packages with 15 soldiers
travelling to Bavaria for 5 days and then swapping over with
another 15 from the Sqn. The ex was run from the Alpine Training
Centre in Wertach, Dreimuhlen Lodge. 

After a particularly lengthy drive down, we wer e kitted up and
broken down into gr oups that would go hill walking and r ock
climbing and then swap over later in the week.  The first day of
training saw the hill walkers taking in some impr essive views from
some high peaks and with clear skies made the slog up the
mountains worthwhile.  The climbs wer e also made a little more
interesting with some snow on the gr ound, but thankfully not
enough to warrant ropes and ice axes.  Those not hill walking
were on the indoor wall in Oberstdorf lear ning how to belay each
other and getting a feel for heights.  It was soon discover ed that
Sig ‘Webby’ W ebster had no head for heights and was not
comfortable going 2m of f of the ground!

The first day of walking for our gr oup was a day of severe
weather and due to the high winds and heavy snowfall above
1000m, the MLT instructors deemed it ‘risky’ to ventur e out on
the mountains, instead opting to take us on a 14km gor ge walk.
The gorge of Brietach Klamm is one of the most impr essive in the
area and in places over 50m deep.  The final day of the first
week’s training allowed us to make a choice as to whether we
wanted to hill walk or r ock climb.  I chose to go walking and we
did an impressive ridge walk that overlooked the town of
Oberstdorf.  Overall it was a very good week away and it was a
good chance for the Sqn to r elax and chat after the mayhem of
reconstitution.  Dreimuhlen Lodge provided excellent facilities for
us and made the week far more enjoyable with the very sociable
bar located there.

BATTLE CAMP SENNELAGER 18 - 23 OCTOBER 09
- by Sig Hatchard

The Sqn battle camp was aimed at completing the MA TTs
package whilst trying to avoid the usual mundane lectur es and
assessments.  On arriving at Normandy Barracks, the Sqn went
straight into a PFT, setting the tone for the week’ s training. 

Days 1 and 2 were occupied with navigation training, WHT, BCDT
and CBRN.  Cpl Car d’s CBRN lesson was particularly amusing,
getting the Sqn to do his little dance r outine to help remember
the chemical safety rule.  This was coupled with everyone getting
covered with Fuller’s Earth when carrying out the immediate
decontamination drills, the OC and Sqn 2IC took particular joy in
covering each other.  Sgt Bickfor d had planned to assess the
soldiers’ navigation, BCDT and CBRN skills on the Day 2 by
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Members of 231 Signal Squadron on Ex Diamond Alga Backstop

establish comms on Bowman acr oss the 150km distance
between ourselves and the 7 Sig Regt personnel located at MAIN
and TAC up in Sennelager. Due to our location and the hills and
valleys separating us the Det, consisting of Sig Morgan and Sig
Joseph , spent many an hour working thr ough frequencies, masts
and real estate. Eventually with a lot of hard work and persistence
comms were eventually established on Bowman.

Once everything was set up it was a case of keeping ourselves
entertained and out of tr ouble until the Staff arrived and the main
ex phase began. Cpl Billy Austin contributed to the
entertainment significantly by managing to smash his head on the
corner of a whiteboard and screaming about it like a small child.
Cpl Louis Simpkins was more concerned about the state of his
immaculately presented whiteboards. 

The main ex phase passed by without any pr oblems and happily
all the Staff Officers being very content with the level of service
provided to them thr oughout, another successful job done.

WILMERSDORF TROOP

OC 2Lt J Roberts
SSgt SSgt R Johnston

7 SIG REGT v 1 PWRR – THE ARMY CUP - by Sig Cormack

The date was Wednesday 26 November when 7 Sig Regt Football
Team set off to play 1 PWRR in the first round of the Army Cup.
We had recently been told that the r esult of the match would also
count towar ds points in the league, so there was double the
normal pressure to perform to the standar d we have proven we
are capable of.  So on the day of the game we all tur ned up
raring to go, uniformly dr essed in our Regimental tracksuits.  That
was everyone except for our manager, WO2(YofS) Kev Tharby
who decided to tur n up instead looking dapper in his suit and
cowboy boots!

The match kicked of f at 1400hrs with 7 Sig Regt starting off the
better of the sides; this was pr oven when we scored a long range
screamer soon on in the first half.  Unfortunately 1 PWRR
equalised just before half time due to a poorly defended cor ner
and the goal was headed home by possibly the smallest player
on the pitch!  With the sides drawn for most of the second half 7
Sig Regt went on to receive 2 yellow cards; Sig Mark Williams
for a horrendous last ditch challenge and LCpl Bailey for his
continual questioning of the r eferee’s somewhat contr oversial
decisions.  

The game finally ended up with 1 PWRR 2 – 1 winners but
despite the loss, heads were held high and ever more eager to
win the next game.

231 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj PRD Muir
WO2 WO2(SSM) B Randerson

It’s been a turbulent couple of months for the Sqn coming back
off of POTL and getting into an operating rhythm.  As always
tasks come in thick and fast and the Sqn For eman, WO2(FofS)
Stokoe took the lead on equipment being handed over with
Quebec, Oscar and Radio Tps servicing and inspecting r eclaimed
vehicle fleets.  Coupled with this we had a lar ge number of
soldiers leaving, having extended for the op tour or due posting.
We wish them all the best in their futur e posts. However none of
this would slow the momentum of the Sqn conducting training
and planning exs.  With the Regt undertaking the NATO Reaction
Force (NRF) commitment we need to have soldiers up to date
with their MATTs, as well as be trained to man Recce Comms
Liaison packs for the soldiers on 48 hrs notice to move.  With this
in mind a battle camp was planned to cover the MA TTs as well as
get the lads back out in the field.  Also with diminished ARRC
commitments, it’ s the OC’s direction that adventur e training is to
feature on the programme and that in the next 12 months,
soldiers will be conducting car eer and trade enhancing courses.



provide comms support to 14 Tpt Sqn RLC, enjoy a very
successful (if hazily remembered) Christmas bash, and complete
the Regimental Board of Officers.

There are few days left till Christmas now , and all are looking
forward to enjoying the ‘silly season’ wher e much partying,
frolicking and ‘sporting’ will sur ely ensue!

EXERCISE ARRCADE FUSION 2009 - by Sig Field

Ex ARRCADE FUSION is an annual ex which 7 Sig Regt is part
of, alongside 14 Tpt Sqn RLC, under ARRC Sp Bn.  The point of
the ex is to be able to set up a main HQ for the staf f officers to
work from in any deployments.

Arriving weeks before the start of the staf f ex, 232 Sig Sqn’s
priority was to get comms in and IS infrastructur e set up.  This
was no easy task due to the vast size of the build – the biggest
ever for a Fusion ex!  The Sqn split itself down into its r espective
trade groups and began to unpack the kit in or der to prepare it
and ready the HQ for the installation of systems and cables.  The
Communication System Operators doubled up as Floor W alkers,
digging in to any jobs that needed to be done – ther e being no
job too big or too small for these guys!

When everything was unpacked and installed we wer e finally
ready for the staff officers – although you can never really be
ready for them!  When they arrived, they would find their cells and
then their seats and wait to be given user names and passwords
so they could begin their work.  It’ s at this stage that the Floor
Walkers really come into play and the faults rush in.  When a fault
occurs, for example “Why is this laminator not printing my
work?”, we would try and r ectify the problem.  However, if we
could not fix it then it would have to be passed on to the IS
Engineers or Telemechs to look into it further .  In cases such as
this though, we would simply explain to the Staf f Officer that it
was not in fact a printer – generally they were not best pleased!

There were many other ongoing backgr ound tasks such as the
setting up and running of confer ence calls and assisting the
ARRC comd team with comms support.  When Staf f Officers
required a conference call they would arrange it thr ough Sig
Raven who would set it up for them. These confer ence calls
ensured that comds could stay in contact with each other and
also those under their comd ar ound main HQ and in various other
locations.

Another major task was the setting up and running of the VTC
video conferences whereby the main Staff Officers such as
COMARRC and other senior officers could communicate to each
other from different locations.  To test the VTC, all available 232
Sqn personnel were brought in to tell jokes (all highly unprintable!)
over the system to make sure the links stayed up and voice
quality was up to scratch.  Lt Lor d also gave us a screen
performance with his hand puppet to test the pictur e quality!  All
in all though Ex ARRCADE FUSION has proved to be another
great success, mainly due the hard work and dedication of those
in 232 Sig Sqn!
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LCpl Eaton in the early stages of the HQ build

running battle lanes.  Cpl Howells took great delight in thrashing
the lads through his CBRN stand, where a patrol came under
chemical bombardment and had to extract.  Naturally in the
chaos, a chemical casualty was sustained and had to be carried
out by the patr ol.  The BCDT stand saw WO2(YofS) Tharby
playing the shock casualty and he ran about during the contact
while the patrol was trying to save lives.  This was not particularly
helpful when trying to seal a sucking chest wound or help out a
catastrophic bleed victim. 

The final 2 days were spent on the ranges which pr ovided much
amusement watching people trying to initially gr oup and zero then
try firing from different positions.  The main aim was to get the
Sqn to complete the APWT and this would take some time with
the coaching and assistance necessary.  LCpl Lalor turned out to
be a dead eye shot, however 2Lt ‘Car nage’ Car negie couldn’ t
hit the side of a barn and had to re-shoot at 200m and 300m
ranges on the assessment shoot.  When we returned from the
ranges all our kit had to be tur ned around, rifles cleaned and
bags packed for r eturning to Javelin Barracks early in the
morning to complete the AFT back in Elmpt.

EXERCISE BOWMAN STRIKE 9 – 27 NOVEMBER 09 
- by Cpl Wideman

Upon returning from POTL in October, the Sqn was tasked with
organising and running an in-house pilot Bowman Advanced
Signaller course.  WO2(YofS) Tharby was the course co-
ordinator and nominated Cpl ‘Dodge’ Coppack , Cpl ‘Pete’
Wideman , LCpl ‘Coco’ Cocozza and LCpl ‘Kev’ George to plan
and instruct the course – this would eventually lead to them being
referred to as the ‘Bowman 4’.  With the course planned to start
on 9 November, we had 4 weeks to plan and pr epare.  This
included writing the 3 week timetable, getting 6 Bowman Dets
fully serviced and prepared for use, as well as removing the roof
of one Det to use as an indoor demo wagon. 

As the course date inexorably appr oached, the material was
coming together and having gone thr ough half the local forest
photocopying booklets and hand outs, we wer e ready to deliver
the Bowman training.  We had 13 students from the Sqn and
initially took them thr ough the basics going over voice comms on
VHF and HF, both secure and insecure, before progressing on to
HCDR and data comms and introducing COMBAT to complete
the data package.  The initial lessons comprised power -point
delivery, however we were keen to get the lads around the
vehicles and getting hands on the equipment wher e they would
learn more.  In some cases this was to the detriment of the
equipment working and functioning as LCpl ‘Tommo’ Thomas
had an uncanny knack at breaking everything he touched.  Sig
‘Hatch’ Hatchar d had very little luck getting Bowman to work for
him and frequently blamed the equipment, however on further
investigation it was discover ed that operator error was the issue. 

By the end of the second week the instructors wer e happy that
they had taught what the students needed to know and that they
had taken it on board. This would lead into the thir d week
comprising of confirmatory training followed by an assessment on
the Thursday. The assessment went well with few hiccups and at
the end we had 13 Advance Bowman Signaller trained soldiers.
With positive feedback fr om the students, it is planned that
another Bowman course will be run in February 2010 to take
more members of the Sqn through training.  However the
Bowman 4 will drop to 3 with LCpl Cocozza being posted on to
7 Armd Bde, so we wish him and his wife all the best at their
future posting.

232 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj C Russell 
SSM WO2(SSM) B Revell

Back into the swing of things after the post HERRICK r egimental
reorganisation, 232 Sqn got straight into business with the setting
up and running of Main HQ for Ex ARRCADE FUSION 2009.  In
conjunction with this demanding task, the Sqn also managed to
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SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj R Pye
SSM WO2(SSM) S Reynolds

Since the reconstitution of the Sqn post Op Herrick, ther e has
been no lull in the work rate.  We leapt into the ex season and are
now well into the Christmas season, with the added bonus of a
Board of Officers in December just to make Maj McNaught and
Capt Smith’ s worlds a little busier.  The Sqn Christmas function
was a night that ran like any other G4 activity , nothing to chance,
plenty of beer on the tables, wine and enough good food for all.
Dress for the evening was relaxed or as relaxed as a Sqn full of
grumpy LE Officers would allow.  Some of the ladies, Sig
Pheasant , LCpl Swift , LCpl Holland , Sig Tosh and others turned
up in ball gowns which certainly added a bit of colour to the
evening, however all photographs remain under lock and key.  It
was an excellent night and one that r eally had a great
atmosphere, even WO2(SSM) Reynolds was pleased as a size
11 in-tray was not required. 

REMEMBRANCE DA Y PARADE - by SSgt Munroe

Continuing with tradition Sp Sqn marked Remembrance Sunday
by conducting a parade at the Rheinber g Commonwealth War
Cemetery.  The other 2 Services were represented on the day by
Mrs Pye (WRNS) and Sqn Ldr Pollock (RAF).  We also wish to
extend our thanks to Mr Francis , who represented the Royal
British Legion on the day.

The parade commenced with a short intr oduction by Capt
Angove followed by the r eciting of Flanders Fields and Soldiers
by Sgt Bailey and Cpl Firbank respectively.  The final verse was
delivered by WO2(SSM) Reynolds followed by all in attendance
observing a 2 minute silence. 

Following the parade, soldiers and guests wer e invited to place
RBL crosses and poppies on the graves of our fallen comrades
and take some time to reflect on their sacrifices.  To highlight the
relevance of this parade, especially in today’s climate, the framed
Rolls of Honour listing the names to date of those who have fallen
in Iraq and Afghanistan were also displayed with the wr eaths.

The ceremony concluded with WO2(SSM) Stu Reynolds raising a
toast to the fallen, in which he was joined by all personnel on
parade and their families. The day culminated in a curry lunch in
the Regimental bar where the OC took the opportunity to meet
some of the families for the first time since much of the Sqn’ s
returned from Afghanistan.

COMMANDING OFFICER’S CHRISTMAS CHALLENGE 
- by Capt John Nixon

The start of the last week in work prior to the Christmas and New
Year Stand-down is traditionally the time when the r egimental
personnel come together for the mandatory pr esentations,
Christmas Carol Service, Bone of Contention and the Soldiers’
Christmas Lunch. However, the CO thought it would be a gr eat
idea to begin this week with his own challenge. The idea being
that after a weekend of festive functions it would be the ideal way The ‘Regiment Ops Orphans’ – individual team winners in the CO’s

Challenge

18

Support Squadron on parade at Rheinberg War Cemetery on
Remembrance Sunday

to start the working week. This challenge would be a PES neutral
event which all personnel (regardless of physical ability) could
take part in and score points for their respective Sqns, which in
turn would score towards the CO’s Inter-Sqn Competition.

So on Monday 7 December at 0750hrs the everyone paraded at
the gymnasium in various states of fancy dr ess and sports kit to
take part in the event. This took the form of a Christmas themed
orienteering event across Javelin Barracks, where teams of 8
would navigate using a map and a series of cryptic clues to
answer festive questions that wer e posed at the 12 checkpoints.
This in turn would provide a series of letters which in tur n would
form a Christmas phrase which had to be solved in or der to score
for your Sqn.  All of this while joined together on a bungee r ope
so that they had to run in a gr oup.  Unfortunately for the
‘Regimental Ops Orphans’, no one in Sp Sqn thought to include
us in a team and therefore Maj Phil Day , Ops Officer, Capt (Tfc
Offr) John Nixon, Capt (TOT) Steve Ruxton and WO1(YofS)
Tom Anscomb made up their own team of 4 for the event.
Following the brief from WO2(QMSI) Mark Galley , the masses
gathered on the sports pitches for the start of the event. This was
duly signalled and regimental personnel dashed off in various
directions to the checkpoints that wer e dotted around camp.

Some teams set off at a blistering pace with the Comd T eams of
both 231 and 232 Sig Sqns, led by Majs Phil Muir and Colin
Russell respectively, vying to get ahead of each other and ear n
more points for their respective Sqns. This however, was not the
thought process for 229 (Berlin) Sig Sqn and Sp Sqn who thought
it would be simply better to get r ound and not worry too much
about the pace or the time it would take.

So a number of Santa Clauses, elves, Christmas trees and
numerous other costume clad personnel set of f for, on average, a
7 mile run/walk.  After a little over an hour the teams began to
arrive back at the gymnasium where refreshments in the form of
glûhwein and mince pies were provided by the QMSI and his
staff.  All teams were back at the gym within the 3 hr time frame
that the gym staf f had estimated (even for those that were
geographically embarrassed on a number of occasions).  Some
were looking a lot fresher than others at the end of competition
but these were generally those that only enter the gymnasium to
conduct a Boar d of Officers!  After working out the scor es, it was
time for the prize giving by Lt Col Neil Makepeace which began
with a prize for the best fancy dr ess costume.  This was
presented to WO2(RAOWO) Mark Cussons , whose Polar Bear
costume was both very white at the start and end of the run but
also must have been very warm.  The team prize for the quickest
time and the correct answer went to the ‘Regiment Ops Orphans’
who with their average age of 41 showed a lot of the younger
members of the Regt not only how to run but to navigate too!
Who said that officers could not map r ead?  Finally, the winning
Sqn was announced and much to the delight of Maj Phil Muir ,
231 Sig Sqn (or 231 Independent Sig Regt) were announced as
this year’s winners.  Step forward LCpl Jobling to collect the
trophy from the CO and a round of applause from all those
present.  That was the end of the CO’s challenge for this year, but
one final thought to the or ganisers of next year’s event..... please
do not organise it for the morning after the Cpls Club Christmas
function!  
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10th SIGNAL REGIMENT
CORSHAM

CO Lt Col SL Copley
RSM WO1(RSM) AN Watkins

Once again there have been many changes within the RHQ, with
more to come.  The Regt 2IC, Maj Paul Smith has taken up his
new position as SO1(W) Fielding Ops/Plans BATCIS IPT and Maj
Granville Yeomans has moved on with his deserved pr omotion
to take on the post of Chief Training Branch at the NATO School
in Latina.  The London Ops Officer, Maj Adam Shakespear e has
relocated to RHQ and can now br eathe a sigh of relief with the
last of the state events having taken place.  A successful visit to
the Regt by the SOinC(A) culminated in a dinner night held in the
Aldershot Garrison Officers Mess, with a big thank you to the
mess manageress and her staff for an enjoyable evening.  The
year has ended with the Sqns getting thr ough their Regimental
Evaluation Days (RED) which also included the official opening of
225 Sig Sqn’s new SHQ.

On the sporting front, Cpl Louise Bond completed the Ultra
Marathon, which consisted of 3 marathons over a 3-day period.
WO2(RQMS) Abbott represented the Corps in Water Polo in the
recent Inter-Corps Championships. 

251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj AK Crapper
SSM WO2(SSM) Gronn

EXERCISE BORDERS FIST - by Cpl Cole and Cpl Veall

At the beginning of October elements of the Sqn wer e deployed
in support of the Technical Response Force (TRF) annual ex – Ex
BORDERS FIST.  The TRF test their IED response over a large
area, which led to dets going as far north as Edinbur gh.  The
Bantam satellite had to be put on top of a high building as this
was the only place we could get the shot in.  As well as deploying
Tyndale, the Sqn’s newly formed Agile Node dets had the added
task of proving their airmobile capability and with the gale for ce
winds, it made the trip up north a particularly hair -raising one.
Agile Node 1, Cpl Cole and Sig Stewart and Agile Node 2, Cpl
Russell and LCpl Felters waited in the rain for appr oximately 1
hr for the Merlin pickup.  After getting dr opped of f in random
fields in Scotland, Node 1 completed its setup in Police Silver
HQ, while Node 2 remained outside in the elements on a Scottish
hillside doing what they do best – getting the comms in and
bleating about the rain.

Agile Node 3, LCpl Thomas and Sig Bignell , and Agile Node 4,
Cpl Nowell and LCpl Webster , had no problems with their Puma
pickup, although they wer e also dropped of f in remote fields in
Scotland.  Node 3 deployed to Police Silver (co-located with
Node 1), where the police started belt-feeding them Mars bars.
Node 4 found themselves setting up in a police caravan, in a far
better condition than Node 2.

All in all, the ex was a success; the airmobile capability was
proven and once again the Agile Node dets worked beyond most
expectations.

EXERCISE MERCURY DAGGER - by LCpl Looker

After a busy summer period things started to calm down for 638
(L) Tp.  We packed away our ceremonial kit and were back in the
garages where our main role was to keep our IRT dets up to
scratch.  However befor e we knew it, it was time for Ex
MERCURY DAGGER which is the training week to start off our
ceremonial period.  We got our No1 dress out of the cupboar d
and blew the dust of f our boots ready for the OC’s inspection.
The first event was the State Visit of India which took place in
Windsor.  The event went pretty smoothly without any pr oblems
on our side.  Well done to all the half coy operators who lined the
street and stood in position for the duration of the visit; this is
never an easy task and when in the public eye the slightest
movement does not go unnoticed.  W e are now into the winter
ceremonial period and doing our r ecces and rehearsals for
upcoming events, such as the State Opening of Parliament,
Remembrance Day and the Lord Mayor’s show.  Congratulations
should go to LCpl Jolley who successfully completed his PTI
course recently.  He now has the ability to inflict pain on us at
least 3 times a week in Sqn PT!

A NEW PERSPECTIVE - by Sig Wrobel

Being new in 638 Tp has been an exciting and new adventure.
My first ceremonial duty was the State Visit of India at Windsor.
As I don’t yet have all my ceremonial uniform, my role was fitting
the Senior Officers and VIPs in the Officers Mess at Victoria
Barracks.  My highlight was a brief chat with Gen Sir Richar d
Dannett ! The event ran smoothly with the gun salute firing on
time. 

Our second event of the season was Remembrance Sunday, a
sombre day and one where the precise timing of the gun fir e is
crucial.  All went well with the sound of the gun fir e and Big Ben
reaching the Cenotaph at exactly the same time.  Cpl Paul Jones
even managed a starring role on Sky News. Setting up the Bantam satellite

The SQMS and Lt Graham at Victoria Tower for the State Opening
of Parliament



quality navigating adding a further 5km to the course!  This was
all in preparation for the main event – the night nav.  With the
visibility at near zero and horizontal rain, the sect surprisingly got
round the course with no major pr oblems or loss of personnel. 

On Day 2 there where 3 stands to complete and as with the
navigation ex from the previous day, all had points to be scor ed
towards the sect competition.  The BCD stand was first and all
went well.  A particular mention should go to LCpl Rutter whose
performance as a casualty was outstanding, spitting blood in the
face of anyone who of fered aid – his award for ‘best casualty’ is
surely in the bag.  The performances over the mine stand and the
observation stand could have been better and left the sect in last
place in the competition.

Day 3 was the start of sect attacks and comd appointments wer e
given out to all ranks to give everyone a chance to gain
experience in more responsible positions.  The sects carried out
their attacks with incr easing success as the day progressed and
experience gained.

Day 4 was a continuation of sect attacks with the aim to build up
to pl attacks.  The sects moved on a r ound robin basis and
patrolled and attacked 3 dif ferent locations.  Although lacking in
the previous stands, 3 Sect proved that they where worth their
weight in gold when it came to gr enades, shooting and running at
the enemy! 

Day 5 was a beautiful Saturday morning in Wales – by local Welsh
standards that is.  What could be better than orienteering in a
lovely marsh with plenty of rain?  There were mixed results for 3
Sect again, some of the so called faster members becoming
directionally challenged.  Two of the 5 teams completed the full
course with the other 3 struggling with low morale and
questioning whether or not the markers wer e in the correct place.
A number of teddies were certainly lost!  It was also noted that
LCpl ‘Pabs’ Paterson obviously enjoyed the cooling ef fect of the
Welsh waterways, having decided to go swimming on 3
consecutive days.  The afternoon was set at a much steadier
pace with a visit and history lesson, to the museum of The Royal
Welsh.

Day 7 was the start of pl attacks.  The mor ning consisted of walk
through - talk thr ough and slow time practice followed in the
afternoon by a full pl attack.  Due to all the training leading up to
the attack, it almost went without any pr oblems and was a great
success.  Once debriefed we wer e to return to the admin area, a
simple task to undertake but unfortunately Cpl ‘Gus’ Lambert
failed miserably to navigate a small stream crossing and
managed to spend the rest of the ex in plaster!  Due to the sect
comd’s mishap the comd positions had to change.  LCpl ‘Alfie’
Moon took over the sect with LCpl Thomas as the 2IC.
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“If we lie down, maybe they won’ t notice we’ve gone!”

A final mention has to go to Sig Ricki Abbott who is also
enjoying his first season of ceremonials.  While assisting with the
car calling for a diplomatic dinner at Buckingham Palace, he
managed to mistake the orange emergency cord for a light switch
setting off the disabled alarm in the toilets in the Grand Entrance!

A final farewell goes to Mavis .  Not only was she a brilliant clerk,
she was also the agony aunt for the Sqn and will be truly missed.
Sadly she has now retired and is not a character to be easily
replaced!  The Sqn wish her well in her next adventure.

243 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj N Smikle
SSM WO2(SSM) Alfor d

SNOWDONIA MOUNTAIN MARATHON

On a wet and windy autumnal Welsh day, 7 members of the Regt
competed in what is af fectionately known as the hardest
marathon in Europe.  After the first 4 miles uphill, the runners’
only consolation was that their tears would keep the leaves down.
The team comprised SSgt(FofS) Louis Cleary , SSgt Ber nie
Lovick , Cpl Nick Cole , Cpl Tom Gibson , Cpl Willie Hayes , Cpl
Lenny Lawr ence and Sig Chris Mer edith . Thanks to duty
wheels, SSgt(FofS(IS)) Neil Tarry who provided emotional
support and emergency cramp stretching.  The event was
organised in aid of the Army Benevolent Fund and raised over
£1100.  Sticking with the charitable theme, Friday 20 November
saw Children in Need come round again.  This was a great
excuse to once again don our fancy dr ess and take up the call of
the jangly bucket.  Thanks to the following Sqn members who
unashamedly dressed up for the event: Cpl Lenny Lawr ence as
Wolverine, LCpl Kerry Graham as a fairy, LCpl Graham Mudd
as Wonder Woman and LCpl Ross May as Bruno/Pudsey Bear.
The Sqn raised £1056 for a very worthy cause.  A big thank you
for all who donated at HQ Land For ces

Congratulations go to Cpl Simon Crabtr ee and his wife Sam on
the birth of their son Logan . We wish you all well.

241 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj S Ing
SSM WO2(SSM) P Belcher

EXERCISE SCORPIAN GUARD – 3 SECTION REPORT 

The aim of Ex SCORPIAN GUARD was to train Sqn personnel in
sect and pl attacks and, due to some new qualifications among
the Sqn senior ranks, urban ops was also to be taught.  The Sqn
deployed to SENTA on Monday afternoon leaving behind their
warm and cosy accommodation to stay at the 5 star luxury that is
Sennybridge Camp. 

Day 1 consisted of a navigation refresher followed swiftly by a
10km tactical navigation ex, with the tactical element and some

CinC Land Forces, Gen Wall KCB CBE donating to Bruno Bear
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Days 8 and 9 gave the seniors the chance to educate the pl on all
of their new found knowledge and so we began the urban ops
phase.  The sect performed well with the new comd chain
working well and everyone enjoying the chance of lear ning
something new.

Day 10 was the final attack which consisted of 2 parts: The early
morning was a house clearance followed in the after noon by the
pl advancing to contact and clearing an ar ea.  The morning
started at 0400hrs, the pl wer e dropped of f near the location of
the enemy house and were tasked to make their appr oach.  There
were a couple of obstacles between the tr oops and their
objective which they cr ossed without any moaning whatsoever .
With morale at such a high, the troops managed to take the
building with lightning speed.  Once clear ed, the troops moved
off to an admin area where they waited to receive their next set of
orders. 

The troops were raring to go after their recent success and
received their brief and set about the next task.  The attack was a
little less successful than the house clearance in the mor ning and
ended with the OC, Maj Ing throwing his hands up in despair
after 3 of the 6 enemy positions wer e cleared.  With the attacks
completed-ish a hush fell over the exer cising troops, the
expectation was palpable for all to see.  Fr om over the hills and
through the valleys, the faint cry could be hear d, getting louder
and louder as it passed the lips of the DS.  We heard those
beautiful and immortal wor ds that send a deep sense of relief
through all soldiers everywhere “End Ex”! After a slow start 3
Sect rallied towards the end of the ex and came in a respectable
joint 2nd.   

R5 SURGE TO OP HERRICK - by Sig Knight

On 28 September, a surge team headed up by Sgt Richar ds
deployed to Afghanistan on Op HERRICK 11.  After flying to
Kandahar initially on a Tri-star flight, we then wer e put up in
transit accommodation for 24 hrs, wher e we were issued Osprey
body armour and other supplies necessary for our tour .  Our
onward journey took us to Kabul Afghanistan Inter national Airport
(KAIA) where our project was located.  When we had gather ed all
of our kit and belongings, we wer e shipped onto an Armoured
Personnel Carrier (APC).  We had to do a small road move in
convoy so we could get to a smaller camp, Camp Souter , where
we carried out our RSOI package, after which it was back to
KAIA and straight into the project.

The task was to build a UK NER as part of the 5* HQ and provide
secure links to the main NATO NER.  After deciding the plan of
action, we got to work on building the NER.  As it was a very
small area, space was very tight within the team and it didn’ t help
that a handful of Philippino contractors wer e also working in the
same area.  However, the project started to take shape quite
quickly and after the first day , all of the large comms cabinets
were in place and on plinths.  

Over the next few weeks we ran various cables to dif ferent areas
of the HQ.  The plan did seem to change on occasions so we had
to retrace our footsteps on a number of occasions.  After the
majority of the project had been completed ther e was a dip in
work load, so half of the 6 man team wer e deployed to Camp
Bastion where there were other small jobs which needed sorting
out.  Meanwhile the other half finished of f smaller jobs at KAIA,
which included installing another lar ge 42 ‘U’ cabinet in another
area of the camp.  

The 5 weeks were soon up and the project was complete to a
very high standard, at which point we all met up back at Camp
Bastion.

The last few days were long and hard as there was a lot of work
to do in Camp Bastion, but we had to be back in the UK so on
Friday 13 November we flew back to the UK.  Needless to say
the flight was delayed by a fair few hours which wasn’ t the best
end to the surge, but the job was complete and everyone was
back in time for mid-November .

225 SIGNAL SQUADRON (ECM(FP))

OC Maj BM Bingham MBE
SSM WO2(SSM) SD Kenny

BATTLECAMP - by Capt A Kelly

For this year’s battle camp, the Sqn decided that something
different was in order and so deployed to Barry Buddon in
Scotland.  We were all looking forward to the wind and rain,
which by a miracle never appeared!  The OC, with his many
connections managed to get a team in to teach us Survival,
Evasion, Resistance and Extraction.  None us knew what to
expect when we left the safety of camp to live in our field
location.  We arrived and were stripped of all our kit except the
clothes on our backs and a survival tin.  We were then shown
how to build shelters fr om the land and told to “crack on”.
Splitting into our gr oups and building the shelters that would be
our homes for the next week, you have never seen a wood
stripped so fast of anything useful as we fought between the
groups to finish befor e dusk.  There were a few heart attacks
when we received our first rations of the ex and told it was 1 box
between 7.   A few of the ‘shadier’ characters decided to
improvise and paid a visit to the farmer’ s field!  During the ex, we
continued to lear n more about survival including making our own
clothes, weapons, traps and how to skin and gut animals, which
just turned into a blood bath – imagine the film ‘Saw’ and you
won’t be far off!  

During the night we carried out night patr ols and navigation, all
leading up to the final task: Escape and Evasion.  We were
released into the wild and given timings and a location for the
agent meets.  With a long wait between timings the gr oups tried
to find good places to sleep and stay warm.  One gr oup, led by
Sgt Andy Br own with Cpl Jay Gillar d, decided to ask a farmer if
they could stay in his bar n.   After this, the farmer lied to the
hunter force and let the guys stay in his front room, made a fire
and gave them drinks and sandwiches – survival of the fittest?
We think it’s survival of the most charming!  On Endex we moved
back to Barry Buddon to tur n around our kit and enjoy a
cultural/relaxing visit to Edinburgh before the range phase.  

Well I didn’t like Watership Down anyway!



furniture company.  This action was quoted by Air Chief
Marshall Leigh-Mallory as ‘The finest feat of airmanship of the
entire war’. 

CHARITY DAY – 28 NOVEMBER 09

Over 90 trainee soldiers from 2 Sqn gave up their Saturday to
man either running, rowing or cross training machines to
complete the gruelling challenge, which saw them complete over
1200km in 9 hrs, the equivalent of travelling from Blandford to the
Isle of Unst in the Shetland Islands.  This took place at various
locations across Blandford Forum, including Morrisons and
Somerfields supermarkets and at Blandfor d Market.

Cpl Ben Carter said: “We really wanted to engage positively with
the local community; do something to impr ove the quality of life
for these children and also raise some money for the Army
Benevolent Fund. The money generously donated by the people
of Dorset will go a long way to impr oving life for the childr en and
soldiers who really need it.”

A small team of soldiers also deployed to the Blandfor d
Opportunity Groups building to carry out some impr ovements to
the Group’s headquarters. This included renovation of the local
environment and some minor maintenance work to ensur e the
children continued to have a safe and clean environment to play
in.  Some of the money raised will also go towar ds purchasing a
touch screen computer and relaxation equipment designed for
those with special needs, with the r emainder being donated to
the Army Benevolent Fund.  In total, more than £2,500 was
raised.

OC 2 Sqn, Maj Andy Wilson , said: “This event shows that even
during the economic downtur n, people are still willing to support
not only our soldiers but disadvantaged people within the local
community – that’s a real testament to the generosity and spirit of
the people of Dorset.”  

3 (HARROGATE) SQUADRON 

OC Maj Emma Bruce
SSM WO2(SSM) Rob Luke

SWANAGE REMEMBRANCE PARADE 2009 - by Sig Dickinson

The morning of 8 November was cloudy and gr ey as we boarded
the coaches for the Swanage Remembrance Parade. This was to
be my first major parade with 3 Sqn at 11 Sig Regt and I was
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Charity Day in Blandford

11th SIGNAL REGIMENT
BLANDFORD

CO Lt Col JAL V osper
RSM WO1(RSM) Mickey Y endell

2 (CATTERICK) SQUADRON 

OC Maj Andy Wilson
SSM WO2(SSM) Al Fraser

EXERICISE CATTERICK DEFENCE 

On 20 November, members of 2 Sqn deployed to Bramley
Training Area for a military skills weekend.  It was a chance for
the Phase 2 soldiers to revise skills and learn new ones alongside
up-graders acting as the sect comds.

Deploying late on Friday, the ex opening address on arrival was
given by SSgt Neil Grainger .  They were then swiftly split down
into 3 pls with Sgt Nar esh, Cpl Bishwa and Cpl Ben Carter as
the Pl Sgts and LCpl Matty Elliott’ s sect plus as enemy.  The pls
then left for their first locations with 1 Pl going to the FOB led by
Sgt Nar esh, and 2 and 3 Pls to the Echelon hangar.  The troops
would spend their next 13 hrs ther e conducting various ops and
missions given to them by Capt Jim Boyden in the FOB and Lt
Laurence Willmor e in the Echelon hangar.

Over the course of the weekend the tr oops were getting tested to
the limits, constantly conducting patr ols, VCPs, occupying a FOB,
ambushing the enemy and resupply missions.  End Ex was called
at 1230hrs on Sunday to the delight of the tr oops, who had
shown that they could operate under str ess and fatigue.

EXERCISE CATTERICK OVERLORD 12 – 17 OCTOBER 2009 
- by Cpl Mark Towers

It was D-Day plus 65 years and 4 months as Rhino Tp personnel
set off in the early hours of 12 October to start the Battlefield T our
of the Normandy Beaches.   After cir cling the Town Hall in the
small town of Dunkirk 15 times in search of the evacuation
beaches, we decided to thr ow the Google route card out the
window and use the sun as our primary navigational aid.  

After a 4 hr journey with the Mini buses being r estricted to
59mph, the lead driver woke up to find that he had finally arrived
at Caen in Normandy.  The following days spent visiting the
battlefields of Normandy flew by; all enjoyed the Museums and
the 360 degree cinema in Arromanches.  It was at the Merville
Gun Battery while standing in front of a USAAF twin engine
Dakota that Sig Graham asked ‘What is that?’  She was quickly
informed by the group leader that it was an aeroplane, and she
replied: ‘Oh right’. 

We took the opportunity to pay our r espects to the fallen at the
CWGC Cemetery at Ranville and the massive American
Normandy cemetery with a short wr eath laying ceremony and
silence. There wasn’t one of the group left untouched at the sight
of the hundreds of well preserved white crosses of the Allied war
dead.  All were lost for words as we walked down the short track
down to Omaha Beach which was better known as ‘Bloody
Omaha.’  It was here that the heaviest casualties were lost
causing the swell across the length of the 5 mile beach to tur n
blood red.

We were made very welcome while visiting the little Gondr ee Café
at Pegasus Bridge by Arlette Gondr ee, a member of the first
family to be liberated in the whole of Eur ope on the eve of 5/6
June 1944.  Madam Gondr ee’s memories of the Liberation are
vivid.  She was just a young girl of 4 when the Oxfor d and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry landed at Pegasus Bridge in 3
fragile wooded Horsa Gliders manufactur ed by an English
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both nervous and excited as we arrived in Swanage, a place that
has seen a lot of fund raising by 3 Sqn over the past 12 months.
This made the parade somehow even more meaningful for us.

Just before the parade marched off, I was selected to place the
wreath on the memorial as I was the youngest member of the
Sqn present. This added an edge to my nerves, but also made
me proud to be able to r epresent everyone in this way.

The band struck up and we mar ched off.   Being my first time in
Swanage, I was really surprised by the turnout despite rain and
near-freezing temperatures; there were people lining the streets
the whole length of the parade.  The support we r eceived as we
marched gave me a feeling of pride that I’d not experienced since
passing off the square at the end of basic training – even more so
in a way because of the history and meaning behind
Remembrance. 

The church service and parade both went well but seemed to fly
by and before I knew it I was placing the wr eath on the memorial
in front of the town’ s representatives.  Shortly after the wreath
laying, the Sqn formed up on the r oad and marched up to the
Royal British Legion where we were given sausage and chips with
a free drink.  It was nice to meet the Veterans and staff within the
Royal British Legion as they commended our ef forts for such a
good day in recognition for them.

RACE TO RUDESHIEM AM RHEIN

On Saturday 7 November, both Ulster and Lightning Troops were
on a mission to cover over 860km by means of r owing, cycling
and running.

It was bitterly cold at 0800hrs in the mor ning and by the time we
arrived in Swanage getting changed into PT shorts and T-shirt
was not ideal, but it didn’ t take long to warm up when we r ealised
what was to come.

Both Tps were issued their equipment but unfortunately after only
10 mins it was looking like curtains for Ulster Tp because one of
the exercise bikes didn’ t seem to work.  After pushing various
buttons and waiting a while, it surprisingly started doing its job.

So the race was on between both the Tps.  Lighting had an early
lead of a whopping 10km.  We, as Ulster Tp had a keen team.
Without any hiccups we ploughed on, switching on and of f the
exercise bike and rowing machine to get maximum output fr om
each member of our team. Having an experienced rower in the
party, Sig Wilson , meant we never fell short on the rowing
machine.  Sometimes we would nip into the admin tent and
check to see our progress against the other Tp.

After an hour of hard work we gained a couple of kms over
Lightning Tp and this boosted the team morale, especially after
the poor start due to the faulty equipment.  Each of us worked
hard on the exercise bike, but it wasn’ t until the 2nd hour that we
started developing transition techniques, which made all the
difference.  It was almost like a Formula 1 pit stop, in the way we
would all gather round a machine during a change to assist in
clipping feet in and keep the cor d pulled on the rowing machine.
The team work was there all the time, everyone mucked in
equally.  It was my turn to go on a run with 15 other people fr om
Ulster Tp.  After working hard on the exercise bike and rowing
machine for what seemed like hours, our legs wer en’t in the ideal
state for a 6km run.  However we stuck together at a steady pace
despite all of us experiencing some form of mild cramp in our
legs at some stage. 

Hours passed….I remember when we hit 140km out of 860km, it
felt like an eternity!  And when the team noticed the challenge
that lay before them, it finally hit home, and there was an element
of silence in the tent for a while. The competitive spirit between
the Tps carried on throughout the after noon. The OC Sqn, Maj
Jones was cheering us on whilst the new OC Sqn, Maj Bruce
was getting stuck into the event and having a go. Cpl Craig
Gardner of Lightning Tp and Cpl Gaz Lower of Ulster Tp were
switching between both admin tents making sur e we were all
okay, as well as cheering on their own teams.  The day passed
surprisingly quickly for us all and by the time it hit 1500hrs, we
had covered nearly 600km. Ulster Tp had overtaken Lightning Tp!

We finally got to 800km, with a fr esh 6km lead over Lightening
Troop!  In the last 30 mins we all pulled together for one last
push, for Ulster Tp!  There was a wait before the scores would be
announced as people finished on the equipment.  It was
announced; Ulster Tp had a lead over Lightning by 7km at the
end of an 860km race! Victory was snatched. The OC Sqn
awarded the trophy to Ulster Tp and congratulated the teams on
their grand efforts for the day not only to raise money for charity ,
but their spirit and motivation that was involved. The coach
journey back to the barracks was very quiet…everyone was so
tired, but probably one the best Saturdays we had experienced in
a long time!  

3 Squadron at the war memorial in Swanage after the wreath laying

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT 
(ELECTRONIC W ARFARE)

HAVERFORDWEST

CO Lt Col TJ Carmichael
RSM WO1(RSM) G Topps

223 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj A Bowman
SSM WO2(SSM) R Howe

AN OVERVIEW - by Capt Hooker

223 Sig Sqn (EW), stood-up specifically for Op HERRICK 11, is
now nearly 3 months into its 6½ month stint her e in Afghanistan.

We have come an extremely long way since those cold days in
January when the Sqn first started to come together , through the
CT2 level exs and Bde MRX, to where we are today, providing
first-rate EW sp to 11 Lt Bde.  As I write, we have EW dets
spread across Helmand Province in various Forward Operating
(FOB) and Patrol Bases (PB), as well as the ‘hubs’ of British
Forces’ activity, Lashkar Gah and Camp Bastion.

The men and women of the Sqn are all performing well, whether
suffering the austerity of constant patr olling with the Bde Recce
Force, roughing it in the PBs in the Green Zone, or keeping
everything together in the relative luxury of the Echelon at Camp
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Bastion or the Bde EW Coordination Cell (BEWCC) at Lashkar
Gah.  The BEWCC itself is ticking over nicely; our Australian Ops
WO, WO2 ‘Tolerant Mick’ Barling is keeping a grip of the day-
to-day stuf f and the operators, while Ops Of ficer Capt Danny
O’Neill gazes to the future with his wealth of EW experience.  The
Int side of things is mor e than ably handled by Balkans veteran,
WO1 ‘Mister’ Wilson , with his team of analysts.  At the echelon,
Lt Si Tucker and WO2(SSM) ‘Tactical Rob’ Howe ensure that
the teams on the ground have everything they need to operate,
and are launched ready for their various missions.

AN EW SYS OP’S PERSPECTIVE - by Sgt Blockley

After a very busy summer of PDT (or Mission Specific Training as
it is now called), the Sqn now find themselves nearly 3 months
into Op HERRICK 11.  The Sqn itself is made up of a number of
different cap badges, trades and even RAF.  Each has been given
the task of providing EW sp to 11 Lt Bde and its various BGs, so
to concentrate on one specific trade would be dif ficult, as each of
the deployed personnel are classed as EW operators.  EW
operators can find themselves deployed anywher e and attached
to anyone.  Providing sp to wher ever it is needed, means each
operator will no doubt see their shar e of action.

Six months of TABs, CFTs and ACFTs do seem to be worthwhile
after all; the apparently ‘light’ EW kit along with food, water and
ammo is always a highlight when deployed on foot.  One event in
particular from my det sticks out.   A supposedly 2 hr foot patr ol
turned into a 14 hrs, coming under contact every time the patr ol
moved!  It was made even better when the operator had to run
back and pick up the interpr eter’s day sack – he had ditched it
when under contact!

Any tour can be boring, exciting and frustrating all at the same
time; an EW tour is no exception, with an operator often finding
himself in cramped conditions, listening to white noise with only
an interpreter to talk to.  But ther e is a big responsibility on the
operators, some of whom ar e on their first tour, straight out of
training.  Coy and BG Comds look at any operator , regardless of
rank, to be the subject matter expert, looking for advice and sp.
In some cases deployed personnel have had to put their other
skills into practice; so far , an EW operator found herself marking a
HLS for a MEDEVAC, operators have had to clear routes for
vehicle patrols and one operator had to fir e a warning shot!  

The majority of the Sqn were also trained as team medics and,
due to the current climate, the lessons learnt were undoubtedly
going to be put into use.  Unfortunately this has happened on
some occasions with personnel having to deal with various
incidents around their AO.  We are right where we are supposed
to be though – in the thick of it.

So far, each det continues to pr oduce the goods and this will
surely continue, with the Sqn now settled into their r oles.  No
doubt when the new Sqn arrives in theatr e, 223 will pass on their
stories … exaggerated of course!

A WEEK IN THE TOUR OF A CS OP AT FOB NOLAY 
- by Sgt ‘Jay’ Jennings

It should be noted, that of the 65 people curr ently deployed with
the Sqn, we have 4 Officers, 11 Int Corps, 3 RAF, a smattering of
Royal Signals support trades, and then the operators.  W e have
15 EW Sys Ops and a massive 21 CS Ops, with the majority
deployed as LEWTs.  As Ptarmigan was once invaluable for the
Corps, CS Ops have now become as valuable for the Helmand
EW Sqn. 

When first looking at the EW equipment as a CS Op, one
generally sees something that wouldn’ t look out of place on a
Tech Workshop bench; the Delfin ‘land-mine’ antenna and
something that would fit nicely in the fr ont of an illegal taxi, the
ICOM scanner.  However, with constant twiddling and tweaking
we all embrace the new equipment and start operating.  EW is a
bit of a strange beast for a CS Op as we generally communicate
in duplex, but with all the wiggly lines and exotic languages, it

does take some time to get used to.  But alas we ar e here and
operating well!

Since the deployment, it has become appar ent that it seems to
matter less about what trade you ar e and we have really pulled
together for the overall good.  We have had a CS Op dragging in
excess of 60kg of Scarus kit, within a few hundr ed meters of the
Musa Qal’eh FLET.  We have seen young EW Sys Ops marking a
HLS and talking Medical Emergency Response Team aircraft in,
LCpl ‘Laura LEWT’ Gormley . LCpl Neil Bloyce , a CS Op, has
taken a lead from his wife, Comms Sys Eng LCpl Sarah Bloyce
and is occasionally seen soldering heads onto cables, not to
mention the fact that his wife has had to endur e Sgt Lacey’ s
sunbathing antics.  We have had a young officer on a MOG patrol
and CS Ops stagging-on in sangars; even the RAF deployed with
us have been on Combat Logistic Patr ols.  At Lashkar Gah
everyone below the rank of Lt Col is taking their tur n in the
sangar as well.

Overall, Sqn chatter suggests that the tour is going well with
everyone giving their best and bringing something to the party ,
regardless of cap badge or trade.

LOST IN INTERPRETATION - by LCpl Cooper Int Corps

As wonderful as we all are at our own, and indeed each other’ s,
jobs within 223 Sig Sqn, it is a stone cold fact that we could not
achieve what we are doing during our deployment to Helmand
province on Op HERRICK 11 without the assistance of our tame
Afghans - the ‘terps’.

Although many within the Armed Forces might believe that as a
trained linguist, I should be mor e than capable of dealing with
whatever tongue the target is talking in, the truth is that ther e is
no substitute for a native speaker when it comes to dealing with
what we intercept on a daily basis.  These native speakers also
have the edge over our military Pashto linguists (I’m sorry Cpl
Jones , but I’m afraid it’ s true) as they are able to give us an
invaluable understanding we otherwise wouldn’ t have.

That said, working with Afghan interpr eters is not without its
challenges.  Cultural sensitivities abound, especially with r egard
to religious matters and as such, what would seem otherwise
harmless banter amongst the lads can often unwittingly of fend
the terps, although often they ar e careful not to show it, as they
realise that rarely has any offence been meant.

The terps are just as valuable a bit of kit for any good EW
operator, if not more so, than any of the varied machines, comms
kit and robots (I wish) that we deploy with.  As ever, the old
adage rings true: ‘Look after your kit and your kit will look after
you’.  However, it should be noted that as yet their NSN has not
been found and I would caution against looking too har d for it on
their person, lest you invite an unwelcome visit during the quiet
hours of a Thursday night (for more details, ask LCpl Graham ).
Spare parts are notoriously hard to source as well, although I’m
sure that given the right contacts in Iran or Pakistan, not
impossible.

One area of concern before we deployed was that of the terps’
potential reaction to being placed under the jurisdiction of the
fairer sex.  In truth, this is a problem that has yet to r ear its ugly
head for our Sqn, as the majority of our terps seem to be the
better educated and, dar e I say it, the more enlightened of our
Afghan brethren. That said, they still feel it acceptable to vote for
someone as President solely on the basis of ethnicity .

In conclusion, although working with terps has br ought its fair
share of frustration, the added value that they bring to the party
makes them worth their weight in gold to us (which is,
incidentally, only slightly less than we pay them for their ef forts).
From the ‘terpinator’ I encounter ed in Musa Qal’eh (where we
knew we were in charge of him because he told us we could be)
to the mild mannered, almost overly subservient ways of some of
our newer recruits, each and every one of them is glad to work
alongside ISAF and the ANSF to help build a brighter tomorr ow
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for their country (apart from the terp who was MEDEVACed from
Kajaki with depression, but you can’ t please all of the people all
of the time). 

226 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj B Fitch
SSM WO2(SSM) D Mor decai

SHISHA PANGMA EXPEDITION 
- by Capt Marcham and Sgt Simpson

You may recall that Sgt Richar d Simpson from 226 Sig Sqn,
embarked on an expedition to ski-mountaineer Shisha Pangma in
Tibet in order to celebrate the Army Mountaineering Association’ s
50th anniversary.  Mount Shisha Pangma is the world’ s 14th
highest mountain and lies wholly in Tibet.  To ski-mountaineer it
would have been a British first.  As well as a part of the climbing
team, Sgt Simpson was the Power and Communications
Manager.  He provided the team Broadband Internet and E-mail
access, telephone and text messaging services, mobile satcoms
and the essential mountain radio safety comms.  The following is
Sgt Simpson’ s summary of the expedition.

The first 3 weeks were spent acclimatising and conducting an
80km trek up the Langtang Valley in Nepal, reaching an altitude of
4500m.  The team of 18 endured high day time temperatur es and
humidity, monsoon rainfall, mild altitude sickness, stomach bugs
and leeches throughout the trek.  A treacherous 4 day journey
took us into China and Tibet, eventually reaching Base Camp at
5000m.  After a couple of day’s further acclimatisation, we went
on to Advanced Base Camp, an exhausting 18km tr ek to an
altitude of 5600m.  Here we spent just over a month setting up
the higher camps and beginning our summit attempts.
Throughout the expedition the weather worsened, high winds and
2m of snow fell within a few days.  Tents were ripped apart,
collapsed with the weight of the snow (once with myself inside at
the time) and equipment was buried.  All this led to us being
stranded at 6400m for up to 48hrs in fr eezing temperatures.  
The sheer amount of snow made the mountain lethal with a high
avalanche risk, and so we could go no higher than 7000m.
However to ski down fr om that altitude is a fantastic feat that very
few people have ever achieved.  There were some injuries but it
could have been much worse despite team members crashing
through ice pools, acute mountain sickness, a br oken leg, and
myself skiing into a hidden cr evasse.  Other civilian expeditions
needed help with their comms systems and we also r escued a
small team of Sherpas who had been missing.  Befor e returning
to the UK we spent 5 days r ecuperating in Kathmandu.  While I
was there, I stood on some scales and I realised that I had lost
10% of my body weight!  However , I had gained incredible
experiences and great friends throughout the expedition. 

For his hard work in ensuring that the expedition maintained
comms throughout, Sgt Simpson was awarded a GOC’s
commendation.  The citation r eads:

Sergeant Simpson’ s role in the Army Mountaineering
Association’s 50th Anniversary expedition to Shisha Pangma was
critical in investigating, sourcing and providing lifesaving
communication and power systems.  The robust communication
system that Sergeant Simpson developed and deployed enabled
onward evacuation throughout T ibet and Nepal to be effectively
coordinated, thus pr eventing further deterioration of casualties.
Sergeant Simpson demonstrated that his commitment, selfless
hard work and dedication which was above the call of duty . 
I commend Sergeant Simpson for his outstanding
professionalism and devotion to duty, and have directed that an
appropriate entry be made in his Service Record.

This epic journey can be seen on Armynet – Army Mountaineering
Association website with photos, video footage and mountain
blogs. 

237 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj W Holbr ook
SSM WO2(SSM) M Fairclough

WEMBLEY - by Cpl Britton

It has been a very busy time of late for 237 Sig Sqn as we build
up to Op HERRICK 12.  It is very unusual for any spare time to be
found to participate in any sporting events, but Sgt Andy
Lonsdale , Cpl Britton , Cpl Morris , LCpl Gratton and LCpl Watt
were lucky enough to participate in this year’ s NFL match Tampa
Bay v New England Patriots as flag bearers.

This event is held annually at Wembley on the last weekend of
October.  It consisted of an early start but on arriving, we wer e
very quickly into the swing of things.  W e were located in the
press room which was only 3 doors down fr om the Tampa Bay
cheerleaders and 2 from Calvin Harris .  We had several practices
throughout the day, but eventually we had to walk out onto the
pitch with 80,000 people watching and an estimated 100 million
people watching on TV.  While on the pitch, we were lucky
enough to have a live show from Calvin Harris with the
cheerleaders dancing around us, and then we moved on to the
national anthem of America sung by Toni Braxton and then a
rendition of ‘God Save The Queen’ sung by Katherine Jenkins .
We then finished by watching the match fr om our front row seats.

CFX - by Cpl Britton

This was the first opportunity for 237 Sig Sqn to work with 4
Mech Bde and the various BGs within it which we will be
supporting on Op HERRICK 12.  We were tasked with providing
one robust LEWT to support the Inf BGs each week for 5 weeks.
I was employed as the det comd for the first LEWT team with

LCpl Bloyce, Sgt Lacey, Cpl Tucker and LCpl Reed, with interpreter at
Kajaki 

LCpl Gratton practises how to hold his flag
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LCpl Campbell , LCpl Markowitz , LCpl Cr ozier and Sig
Manning .  We had to set up 3 mobile patr ols with various
manning and capabilities dependant on our r ole.  Our first stand
was called ‘The Green Zone’, which consisted of a 3 mile tactical
patrol through rivers, forests and mud baths while completing our
3 compound clearances.

Our second stand was Shine Kala.  This had 2 stages; the first
was a strike op, and the second was a clearance patr ol both
consisting of various simulated Taliban attacks leading to our
patrol taking casualties and requiring medical assistance.
Fortunately nobody got injur ed apart from LCpl Campbell who
had to go to hospital due to his finger swelling up, but he was
back on his feet the next day.

And finally our last stand was called Mektila.  This is wher e our
LEWTs would call home for the next 5 weeks; deploying fr om this
location as well as working within it.  This stand consisted of a
clearance patrol into a demo village with various attack and
LEWT scenarios which found LCpl Pawelcyzk left to defend an
ANA compound on his own in Week 2.  The CFXs have been a
tough, yet extremely rewarding set of exs that have enabled the
BGs to get to know us and our capability .  Now all that remains is
the real thing!

HYTHE RANGES - by LCpl Kerr

After an 8 hr coach journey and a bucket of KFC, we arrived at St
Martin’s Plain camp and we were up early the next day and were
taken to the ranges.  After being split up into ability gr oups, we
then started rotating through the range serials which included
IBSR, CASEVAC, moving targets, sect defence and patr ol
scenarios.  After some night shooting, we r eturned to the
accommodation at 2300hrs to get some well ear ned sleep.

Day 2 consisted of the same range scenario but was oriented
towards the people who had not been thr ough Day 1.  On the
final day the ranges were made progressively more challenging,
particularly the CASEVAC which proved to be emotional for all
involved and many headless teddies were thrown in the cor ner.
While many were working hard on the ranges, others took it upon
themselves to do other activities, e.g. LCpl Glen W att who had a
mud bath while under fir e and Cpl Mike Galyer and Cpl Jay
Jones decided to have a muf fin eating challenge!  Unsurprisingly,
Cpl Jones won by eating a total of 12 muf fins with no fluids to
help.

Apart from the disappointment of not having vehicles or .50
calibre machine guns, the ranges were progressive and
challenging and will serve us well as we come towar ds the end of
our MST package.

245 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj M Crinnion
SSM WO2(SSM) P Jenkinson

NORMALISATION - by LCpl Langford

On the Sqn’s return from Op HERRICK 10, the soldiers of 245 Sig
Sqn prepared themselves for their medal parade in St David’s,
Pembrokeshire.  The preparations went well with the SSM, WO2
Phil Jenkinson, enjoying the chance to make sure his soldiers
had squared away those long sidebur ns and haircuts.  With the
SSM catching up with his paperwork, he entrusted Cpl Paul
Levin to get the Sqn’s drill up to scratch.  Cpl Levin took his role
seriously and was scarily over enthusiastic, much to the surprise
(and despair) of the junior ranks!  His persistence clearly paid off
in the final practices with the SSM and Sqn OC, Maj Mark
Crinnion, luckily not losing as much hair as first anticipated –
maybe a good thing given their advancing years.  With
preparations and practices finally over, the Sqn looked forwar d to
its big moment.  Anxieties wer e not helped however, with the
tremendous turn out by the people of St David’ s and family
members taking many by surprise. 

Sensing the tension in the Sqn, the OC decided he would try to
relieve some of the nerves by telling them not to worry about
mistakes, as he would be the first to make them!  This tur ned out
to be true, when the OC tur ned the parade to face a lovely beige
wall instead of the Mayor of St David’ s!  Being the switched on
leader we now know him to be, he quickly about tur ned the
squad to face the Mayor and the people of St David’ s, so the
parade could continue. The medals wer e presented by the Mayor
herself without any complications, with the exception of Lt Chris
Collier whose medal fell off.  This seriously worried everyone else
as he was responsible for securing the rest of the Sqns’ medals.
Thankfully he did not make the same mistake and everyone else
went home with scratch fr ee medals.

During our normalization, the new Sqn OC carried out interviews
and met some of the new additions to the Sqn.  W e welcome
SSgt Chacksfield from 37 Sig Regt, Cpl Bennett from 1 Armd
Div HQ & Sig Regt and finally Sig Wood who has just passed his
EW Sys Op course at DISC Chicksands.

After the parade the majority of the Sqn went onto POTL.  This
seemed to be an enjoyable time for all with several members
seeking the delights of the attractions abr oad.  A large group of
people went to Vegas, nicknamed the Vegas 11, organized by Cpl
Dave Roderick .  While other members decided on the European
option, going for Spain, Portugal, Italy to name just a few .  The
Sqn also did extremely well with the promotions of some of its
Sigs, with congratulations going to the following personnel for
being selected: Sig Kieran Cocks , Sig James Haxell , Sig Nick
Matthews , Sig Tara McGlade , Sig Luke Mortimer and Sig
Danny Nash .  Upon return from POTL, McGlade , Mortimer and
Nash were allowed to wear the LCpl tapes.  However all still have
the PNCO cadre to enjoy after Christmas!

Having returned from POTL, LCpl Danny Nash and the Sqn 2IC,
Capt Tom Gar dner , received the great news that they were to be
awarded the Royal Signal Institute Silver Medal Award for their
performance on Op HERRICK 10.  They were lucky enough to be
sent to stay in a 4* Hotel in London to attend the Royal Signals
Institute Annual Dinner and were presented their awards by the
Chief of the Defence Staff.  Congratulations go to both of them
for their achievements.

Despite the good news of new arrivals and pr omotions, the Sqn
is set to lose some of its personnel after the Christmas leave
period.  Cpl Jan Annes will be returning to Germany whilst Cpl
Steve Nixon and Cpl Richie Parr are posted to Digby and
Bulford.  LCpl Mortimer and Sigs Cocks and Haxell are to be
posted to 21 Sig Regt near Bath and Sig Matthews is to be
posted to 22 Sig Regt.  These are further to the recent departures
of Sgt Steve Taylor and LCpl Lou Dann who have moved on to
EOD and Cpl Alex Blake , who has been posted to Cyprus.  W eThe 237 Fox getting involved in the pre-tour range package
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also say goodbye to Cpl ‘Rusty’ Russell , Sgt Martyn Gerar d,
Cpl ‘W righty’ W right and LCpl ‘Dorris’ Day .  Each of them have
been a great asset whilst in the Sqn and we wish them good luck
in their new postings realizing our loss is another Regt’s gain.  

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj C Kidd
SSM WO2(SSM) M Collins

EXERCISE HEROES RIDE 2009 - by Sgt Campbell

The concept was simple, the LAD would or ganise a charity event
involving as many Regimental personnel as possible in the run up
to Christmas.  The aims were to raise money for the ‘Help for
Heroes’ campaign, the childr en’s ward at Withybush Hospital in
Haverfordwest and also to pr omote the Regt within the local
community.

As 245 Sig Sqn had just returned from Afghanistan and 223 Sig
Sqn were now on tour, it was decided that the fundraising event
would take the form of a simulated cycle ride fr om Haverfordwest
to Lashkar Gah, the capital of Helmand Province, a distance of
5923.77km.  This would be achieved using 9 stationary exer cise
cycles with Regimental personnel riding in 1 hr shifts over 3 days.
The ideal venue for the event was found when Morrisons Stor e in
Haverfordwest, kindly gave permission for us to use their
entrance foyer exclusively from 0800hrs till 2000hrs, between the
30th November and 2nd December.  With all the elements now in
place, it was now just a case of ensuring that the pedals started
turning at 0800hrs on 30 November and to keep them tur ning till
the target distance was achieved.  If the chance to raise money
for 2 worthy causes was not enough to motivate the riders, ther e
would also be prizes for the best individual rider and also for the
best team of 9 riders. This was sure to bring out the competitive
spirit that lies within all soldiers.

As 245 Sig Sqn had just returned from Afghanistan, it seemed
fitting that they should start the event.  After initial panic,
everything was set up and the cycling commenced on schedule
at 0800hrs.  It was decided that riders would cycle for exactly 55
mins. This would allow another 5 mins for distances to be
recorded and for the next gr oup of riders to get r eady for the next
shift.  As expected, competition for the coveted title of “Best
Rider” was fierce, with several riders, including the CO and
Regimental 2IC, clocking distances of over 30km in 55 mins. The
target distance for each day was 2000km but this was soon
passed and the final distance
covered in Day 1 was
2820.54km – almost halfway to
Afghanistan after the first day!

As Day 2 dawned, it was the
turn of Sp and Ops Sqns to
test their cycling mettle.  W e
knew things were getting
serious when Sgt Martin
Cope arrived in his full Army
Cycling rig, ready to start at
0800hrs.  Sgt Cope went on
to clock up a commendable
39.5km, which remained
unbeaten for the remainder of
the event.  The best team
effort was also set on Day 2
with MT Tp, with a little help
from the LAD, riding a
combined distance of 270.5km
in 55 mins.  Total distance for
the day was 2797.34km.  This
left less than 306km to be
covered in the third and final
day.

226 Sqn took up the r eins for
the final day and the target

distance for the event of 5923.77km was passed by 1000hrs.
The riders didn’t stop there though, cycling on until 1400hrs,
albeit at a slightly less frantic pace.  A small team of volunteers
remained behind to carry on collecting donations fr om members
of the public until 1800hrs.  Total distance for the day was
1252.25km and the overall distance cover ed was an incredible
6869.13km.

Throughout the event, a large amount of ‘Help for Her oes’
merchandise was sold and donations wer e also collected from
Morrisons shoppers as they entered and left the store.  In total,
thanks to the generosity of Haverfordwest residents, an amazing
£9,903.67 was raised for 2 worthy causes over the 3 days.
Special thanks must go to the Manager of Morrisons Stor e in
Haverfordwest, Mr Tony Bur ns, for allowing us the use of the
store in order to carry out the challenge and also for allowing us
to use staff facilities, including the canteen, for the duration of the
challenge.  I’m sure many of the riders and support staf f
appreciated their full English breakfasts at £1.22 a time – every
cloud has a silver lining.  

Sgt Billy Campbell and Sgt Gordon Lewis hand over the cheque
for £4,500 for ‘Help for Heroes’

Ex HEROES RIDE organisers with a £4,500 cheque for Withybush Hospital
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CO Lt Col A M Fallows
RSM WO1(RSM) G Sinclair

16 Sig Regt is now fully focussed on deploying to Afghanistan.
As this issue hits your doormat or br ew room, the Christmas
break will be just a memory for our soldiers doing their final
confirmatory exs in order to deploy in February.  Over the last
couple of months the Regt has conducted a vast amount of pr e-
deployment and special-to-arm training, some of which is
featured below.  We have also taken the time to have plenty of
fun.  The Christmas season is a great chance to relax and spend
time with comrades, friends and family befor e we head off out the
door in the New Year.

When we do go, 252 Sig Sqn will be in Germany waving us
goodbye but they won’ t be here to welcome us home in
September, as they are moving over to 22 Sig Regt and
Innsworth with HQ ARRC, so we will be bidding them goodbye in
the next issue.

The Regt also recently said a goodbye to the Adjt, Capt L yndsey
Grif fiths .  She will be sorely missed by RHQ, the soldiers she
worked tirelessly for, as well as the Officers Mess Bar where the
profits have taken a nosedive.  She moves on to pass on her
values and standards to a new generation of of ficers, instructing
at RMA Sandhurst, and is replaced by Capt Pete W right .

230 (MALAYA) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj HJ Scott
SSM WO2(SSM) DR Wheeler

Recent months have been dominated by the plethora of essential
special-to-arm training courses r equired to prepare Sqn
personnel for our fast appr oaching deployment to Afghanistan.
As the preparations reach top speed, there have still been a
number of opportunities for members of the Sqn to take part in
other activities.  Sqn 2IC, Capt Chris Moody represented the
Regt in the Corps Cross Country Championships at Blandfor d,
finishing with a very good time in 19th position.  Meanwhile LCpl
Nicola Chadwick , LCpl Khemkumar Gurung and 2Lt Sam
O’Toole represented the Royal Signals at the Inter-Corps
Basketball Championships.  LCpl Chadwick and the Ladies
Basketball Team fought hard, narrowly missing out on a place in
the final but showed by far the most team spirit at the
competition.

Also of note was the 230 Sig Sqn Christmas Party.  The event
served as both a marker of how close the Sqn has become since
16 Sig Regt’s reconstitution following summer leave, and also
gave us chance to continue to bond in a mor e
social environment.  There were plenty of
happy faces after the Raffle, particularly LCpl
Steven Marsh who walked away with a
Nintendo Wii! Whilst the early part of the
evening was noticeably dominated by the
action at the roulette wheel, this inevitably
gave way to all manner of activity on the
dance floor, with the dancing obviously
proving to be of varying standar ds!   A
massive thank you goes out from the Sqn to
Sgt Christian Perry and his committee,
whose sterling efforts in organising the event
resulted in a superb evening enjoyed by
everyone who attended.  

Having immersed ourselves in all manner of
comms training, our Operational Shooting
Package at Sennelager Camp gave us the

opportunity to r evisit our military skills.  A number of Sqn
personnel were using many of the weapon systems available on
the package for the first time, but steady and encouraging
progress was made throughout the week.  A thor ough and
comprehensive range package, the troops initially undertook a
Fire Team Assessment, the weight of the Osprey Body Armour

leading to a little extra perspiration on the
2 mile run element. Sqn personnel then
revised and consolidated their Fire and
Movement skills and drills fr om an
individual level up to sect str ength,
showing great enthusiasm along the way.
They later had the opportunity to move
onto some more advanced weapons
systems, including GPMG, HMG and the
hugely popular Grenade Machine Gun
(GMG) which every soldier, senior and
officer alike was keen to get their hands
on.  Key areas for improvement are Top
Cover shooting accuracy – a few of the
Fig 11 targets felt pretty safe sat on the
hills of the range as the SNATCH Land
Rovers rumbled past and Grenade
Throwing, although Sig Br own throws a
mean Red Phosphorus grenade.      

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

Sig Brown deciding which bit to throw on the
grenade range

SSM Wheeler takes aim on the Grenade Machine Gun

Sgt Thomas on the Pistol range

28
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When we return in early January, we face our Confirmatory Ex
which will serve both to test our skills and cohesion at this point
and to rehearse the Regt for the genuine article.  Shortly after any
last pre-deployment leave, the Sqn will then br eak down and
deploy in its constituent parts of SHQ, Bastion ICS T roop,
Lashkar Gar Tp and FOB Tp.  Then the real action begins, as we
deploy on Op HERRICK 12.  We look forward to the challenge.     

252 (HONG KONG) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj S Steven
SSM WO2(SSM) A Watson

Whilst the rest of the Regt has been gearing up for Afghanistan
next year, 252 Sig Sqn have been running the show with our sp
to HQ ARRC.  The biggest deployable HQ that the British Army
supports has continued with its biggest ex of the year – as well
as preparing to move from Germany back over to Innsworth in
the UK – and 252 Sig Sqn have been running the comms network
for the ARRC and working franticly to pr epare our soldiers and
equipment for the move.

Ex ARRCADE FUSION was extremely successful for the Sqn this
year.  The team are now slickly drilled, and we spent over 6
weeks running the System Control Point (SCP(R)) 24 hrs a day
during the PACEX, Setup and ex itself.  

As is always the case, 252 Sig Sqn will have to move early to get
the comms in befor e the staff arrive.   As you read this, 252 Sig
Sqn will be re-subordinating under the command of 22 Sig Regt,
and in late March will start uninstalling, moving and r e-
commissioning the IS kit in Innsworth.  

Changes within the Sqn include the loss of the long serving and
long suffering pair Cpl Don Howe and Cpl ‘Boots’ Y oung , and
we wish them the best of fortune on their Class 1 Course.  Our
hard-working Sqn Clerk, LCpl Gayle Astley , is off to exciting jobs
in her new unit and finally Sig Hughes has picked up a promotion
for his work with the SQMS and will be of f to a new job soon.

252 Sig Sqn welcomes in 2Lt Kate Apps to take over Kowloon
Tp, and as the Sqn’s only Young Officer (the other Tp Comds are
a Capt Tfc(IS) and a WO1), she can look forward to taking on all
of the ‘fun’ duties that come 252 Sig Sqn’ s way.  SSgt Pagett
has finally seen the light and upgraded to 252 Sig Sqn fr om 255
Sig Sqn as our SQMS.  We also welcome Cpl Challis and Cpl
Walker into our ranks. 

255 (BAHRAIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj KA Barker
SSM WO2(SSM) M Nowosielski

The Sqn would like to wish farewell and good luck to SSgt
Williams , who moves across the station to 7 Sig Regt, SSgt Staf f
who has moved to 1 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt along with her
husband and daughter, SSgt Pagett who has betrayed us all by

moving to 252 Sig Sqn and WO2 Geordie Gowland , who will
shortly have to find an honest job the other side of the purple
gateway – though I suspect that it is not the last we have seen
from him.  We also say goodbye to Lt Morgan Ross , who has
been ordered to re-show as a Tp Comd with 11 Sig Regt, Sgt
‘Heppy’ Hepworth , a tremendous asset to the Sqn who is
promoted to SSgt on posting to 7 Armd Bde, Sgt Greenough ,
who even tried to stay in Germany by crashing his brand new car
and Cpl Andy Pursglove , who is disappearing up the r oad to 20
Armd Bde.  Thanks to you all for the hard work you have put in
during your time here.

The past few months have been, as always, very busy for the
Sqn.  With reconstitution, adventur e training and STA training,
those newly posted in have had a baptism of fir e which is sure to
continue into the New Year and the deployment on HERRICK 12.

After the Regt re-formed into its deployable ORBAT, 255 Sig Sqn,
under command of Maj Kev Barker , picked up the gauntlet of
RC(S) Deployable Tp, HQ ISAF Kabul and the Corsham Hub.  The
burden of co-or dinating this dynamic gr oup of individuals’ Special
to Arm (STA) training has fallen jointly to Sgt John Ryan , Sgt Liza
Neary and Cpl Gregor ‘W oody’ W ood .  Then of course there
was Sig Vrioni-Himonas , who held the whole STA cell together
before knocking himself out on a table and being casevacced to
the UK.

It has been a testing time for all the soldiers of the Sqn who have
had to deal with fast-balls left, right and centr e, but have done
themselves proud.  The Sqn is now in a strong position to deploy
to its various roles thanks to huge effort at all levels.  However, it
has not all been hard work, with the adventur e training, sports
competitions and the Sqn Christmas function giving a just r eward
for everyone’s efforts.

Special mention has to go to Sig Gary Claxton for the excellent
show he put on for the Sqn at the Christmas party , falling asleep
in the middle of the floor during the hypnosis show .  Whether it
was the quality of the hypnotist or the str ength of the beer no-one
can be sure, but I suspect it is the last time he will volunteer for
anything in public!

255 SQUADRON ADVENTURE TRAINING - by Sig Revell

I had just arrived at 16 Sig Regt and was asked to go on
adventure training with my Sqn, so of course I said “Y es.”   We
did hill walking for 5 days in the mountain ranges in Souther n
Germany and on the border with Austria.

On the first day we didn’ t really climb that big a mountain
because we needed to get used to what we would be doing over
the next couple of days, but the mountain was still pr etty big.
When we reached the top of our first mountain we couldn’ t really
see anything on one side because we were in a cloud, so we set
up a shelter and had lunch.  After we had our lunch and came out
of the shelter, the cloud had lifted and we could see some of the
mountains in the area that we would be climbing that week.  The
way down was actually harder on our legs than it was up and we
could really feel the burn in our shins but we were distracted from
the pain by the amazing views; it was just like looking at a pictur e
postcard.

On the second day of hill walking, we teamed up with another
group and we had a little race to see who could get r ound the
mountain faster.  My group, being the pros, took the harder route
up the mountain but we actually found it easier getting up this
mountain than the other one even though it was bigger . We met
up with the other gr oup for lunch and we wer e trying to convince
them that the way we had just come up was going to be a lot
harder to get down. When we got down the mountain we had to
wait about 20 mins for the other gr oup to come and pick us up
with the minibus so we alr eady knew that we had won, so the
beers were on them that night.

On the Thursday we could start to feel the pain in our legs and so
could the others so all the gr oups teamed up and we went to the

LCpl Khem and Sig Chambers getting experience on the range
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same mountain.  At the top ther e was a slight climb to get up.  It
was OK getting up, but on the way down I was bricking it.   It
didn’ t help that someone had fallen of f that part and died, so I
was relieved when I made it back down safely and felt like kissing
the ground!

The adventure training was amazing and I would love to go again
next year and attempt to walk up some bigger mountains and do
some more activities whilst I am there. I would recommend that
if anyone else has the chance to go adventurous training, take it.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj M Nuttall
SSM WO2(SSM) Hunt

LIVE FIRING TACTICAL TRAINING (LFTT) 

The Souter Force Protection and Transport Coy along with
members of 230 Sig Sqn recently completed 2 weeks LFTT
training at Sennelager ranges.  With directing staff from both 7
and 16 Sig Regts, it was an all star cast for the 52 soldiers
attending.

The training was developmental and progressively geared
towards the likely tasks to be found for those involved in for ce
protection.  The first week consisted of dry training, working fr om
the individual level up to multiple, on personal skills and drills.
Basic patrolling, personnel search, urban patrols, mines
awareness and instruction on the HMG and GMG weaponry took
place.  Although the learning meant long hours it was a fun, if
steep learning curve.  

As the training progressed, vehicles were introduced with the first
of many scenarios involving Snatch and Ridgeback.  Thanks to
the constant rain the scenarios pr oved entertaining for those
watching.  As a result of having to leopard crawl an entire anti-
ambush practice thr ough puddles, one soldier, Sig Sefer edis
could be seen wearing her wet weather gear at every opportunity
for the remainder of the ex ‘just in case’.  Another lesson lear nt
was by Sig Banks , who will need remedial driver training after the
Snatch he was driving got ‘stuck’ in heavy smoke r esulting in him
having to wait until it clear ed before he could drive off.  

The highlight for many took place during the final scenario befor e
live firing in the form of ‘Public Or der’.  The basic introduction of
Public Order was the first time many of the signallers had
received this training but certainly left a few DS licking their
wounds after underestimating the effectiveness of the soldiers
under instruction.  Cpl Blackbur n spent the evening in hospital
and a week with a black eye and stitches, while Sgt Kosh was
sent home after a close encounter with the tarmac.  The idea was

White water rafting in Austria

The Aggenstein that was scaled by a happy group of trekkers

Sig Revell striking a pose

Somewhere in the middle of this smoke is Sig Banks in a Snatch!

The training gets increasingly realistic as vehicles and enemy
forces are brought in to play!
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to retrieve a missing soldier so all available soldiers were kitted
up and sent out on the r ecovery mission.  All those involved
worked extremely hard together and pr oved that training had not
fallen on deaf ears.  By the end, SSM Howie of 7 Sig Regt was
left with ‘old man’ wounds and Sig Nalaugo earned the nick
name of the Terminator, possibly the only one-man baseline
available in NATO.

A thank you must be made to the Military W orking Dogs who
brought another aspect of training and r ealism by assisting with
the instruction and scenarios.   Cpl Tuite and a few others were
brought down in the displays, pr oving that a PTI is certainly no
match for an attack dog.

Moving into live firing the first ar ea covered was individual and
pairs fire manoeuvre.  The distance covered in body armour with
full kit, while having to suppr ess enemy targets proved a valuable
learning experience for all and brought home the need for combat
fitness.

Once the Fire Team assessment had been complete those
successful moved onto the mor e advanced shoots held in the
second week.  Live fire night time shoots in mock sangars, along
with concurr ently treating casualties, vehicle anti-ambush drills,
grenade range and CQB(U) again provided situations outside the
normal for all soldiers involved and a valuable learning
experience.  

Except for a few individuals highlighted for r emedial grenade
throwing, and Cpls Worthington and Dunn’s phobia of rats
which kept their r oom up most nights, the 2 week package
proved to be a valuable learning experience that challenged all
who took part.    

2Lt Andy Fitchett leads his men from the centr e of the action as
the action starts to heat up

CO Lt Col GN Addley
RSM WO1(RSM) McBean

220 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj C Roberts
SSM WO2(SSM) B Baynham

Work on converting fr om Air Support to Campaign Signal Sqn has
continued to gather pace over the last few months.  A r ecent
presentation from 11 Sig Bde to the SNCOs, WOs and Officers
across the Regt helped to calm the storm and answer some of
the circulating questions, however ther e is clearly still a long way
to go!

Whilst the upper echelons have been tied up with Campaign
Signal Regt (CSR) planning, the remainder of the Sqn has been
busy with accounting, inspecting and maintaining the Sqn’ s
equipment prior to a fast appr oaching bi-annual stocktake in
January 2010!  This has seen the contents of the SQMS dept and
enough tents to pr ovide shelter to a refugee camp being pulled
out, swept of f and prepared ready for inspection…an enormous
task and thanks to everyone including the QM’ s Dept for all their
assistance.  

The last few months have also provided numerous hellos and
goodbyes for everyone too. Arrivals have included SSgt
Heathcote who takes over from SSgt Attwell on Op HERRICK,
Sgt Secker , Cpl Pounder and Cpl Norton .  We also bid farewell
to SSgt ‘Nige’ Stif f who after 22 years is turning his hand to
becoming a driving instructor , Sig Brierley and LCpl Beech who
heads off to 14 Sig Regt (EW).  Finally huge congratulations from
everyone in the Sqn to Cpl Brightwell not only for his recent
promotion but even mor e importantly for becoming a Dad!  

GOLF TROOP

Tp Comd Lt L Holmstr om
Tp SSgt SSgt Wood

EXERCISE GOLF SCORPION - by LCpl ‘Stevo’ Stephenson

As part of our R&R package on return from a busy Op HERRICK
10, the members of Golf Tp deployed on Ex GOLF SCORPION.

This was an adventurous training ex, designed to give us a
chance to hone our out-door pursuits skills, as well as give an
enjoyable yet challenging opportunity to r ecover from recent ops.

The main body of the Tp deployed on 9 October to Capel Curig
training camp in the Snowdonia National Park.  For half of the Tp,
the adventure started early with Cpl Hewitt’ s driving.  Upon our
eventual arrival at Capel Curig, and once all briefings were
complete, everyone was keen to check out the local night life and
enjoy a beer or two, before the following day of activities.

Monday was mountain biking thr ough the Gwyder Forrest.  With a
few long, hard up hill sections and plenty of fast down hills, this
proved to be a very enjoyable and challenging day.  For one
member of the group, this was to be their first and last day of the
ex after a crash which resulted in Sig Washington needing a trip
to the local hospital for 2 stitches in his leg.  The first day was
however not quite finished yet.  It was made mor e memorable
with a £20 bet, resulting in some un-planned skinny dipping!

Tuesday was kayaking, instructed by Sig Pilkington , on the very
cold Llyn Paddern reservoir. After a few confidence exercises,
races and ball games and with Cpl Shepher d and the rest of his
group struggling to stay afloat, the kayaks wer e abandoned and
the activity of the day changed to clif f diving.  LCpl Vale decided
to show of f and finish the day with a perfect back flip, into belly
flop. 

For Wednesday, the plan was a leisurely stroll over Tryffan and
The Glyders. But with super photographer Sgt Eaves in the
group this took a little longer than expected. The timing also
wasn’t helped with Cpl Hodge struggling behind, feeling a little
worse for wear after a slightly heavy night.  

However the team did manage to pull together , to beat a team of
RAF to the top of the peak.

Wednesday night was the big night out in Bangor . After a few
drinking games in Yates’s we headed to the local night club.  The
fact it was student night was not going to stop us.  After some
cleverly thought out persuasion tactics, we managed to get in half
price, only to find it was also a foam party!  This r esulted in
everyone getting seriously wet and thr owing some serious shapes
on the dance floor.

21st SIGNAL REGIMENT (AIR SUPPOR T)
COLERNE
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With the night behind us and Thursday about to begin, we
headed to Bala for a day of white water rafting.  Any hangovers
were soon forgotten as we found ourselves flying down the
rapids, trying not to capsize.  Cpl Hewitt amongst others did
manage to fall in – or were they pushed?

On arrival back at Capel Curig, we finished our last day with a
BBQ, a game of football, and a couple of drinks, befor e returning
on Friday 16 October for CO’s cross country and a well deserved
weekend of rest.

HOTEL TROOP

Tp Comd Lt A McGrane
Tp SSgt SSgt J Attwell

The past few weeks have been as busy as ever for Hotel Tp.
Despite the cancellation of the 2nd Afghan elections, r otary
movement hasn’t faltered with the arrival to theatr e of the Merlin
and their entourage.  The Merlin Det has established itself in
Camp Bastion but that ‘new car’ smell is still lingering in the
aircraft and hangar.  Unfortunately, the same can’t be said for the
Chinook Det.

It has been good to see that the morale has r emained high at
most points during this tour with LCpl ‘Deano’ W right keeping
sprits high at Kandahar.  All we can say is that the toilet cubicles
were not designed for a man of his statur e.  He will shortly be
bringing that Irish charm to Camp Bastion wher e his operator
skills can be further honed and his ED trade becomes a distant
memory.  Cpl Adam ‘Rais’ Raison has been getting the
Christmas newsletter ready to send back to the W AG’s and
families back home with his usual humor ous touch.  Those same
humorous touches are being utilised heavily on the Tour T-Shirts –
after a little vetting they should be nearing the final version.

Each location has brought new challenges and the chance to
rotate through has always been taken. The lads have been getting

some good experience out at FOB Edinbur gh and Lashkar Gar
making use of their ground-to-air communicator and heli-handling
skills in the process. Camp Bastion has seen the need to remain
calm under pressure in the Ops Room when trying to juggle
routine tasking and med missions simultaneously , whilst KAF has
had to cope with no doughnuts for 2 months at Timmy Horton’ s.
The general feeling about life at the FOBs is that despite the long
hours and basic living, the job is ultimately r ewarding and
everyone has been pushing to get out ther e.  That said, there are
never many grumbles when the creature comforts of Kandahar
and Camp Bastion return and the photo opportunities have been
taken.

There are many here for whom this is their first tour , but the
pressure and pace of the job has been taken in their stride and
the Tp are establishing themselves as a professional and reliable
group.  In typical squaddie fashion, banter is rife and the slightest
mistake rarely goes unnoticed. The number of soft hats in the
freezer is testament to this.

Now over halfway through, the Tp can dare to glance at their
chuff charts and dream of home, but in the meantime, the job of
making the accommodation look festive and trying to find mor e
ProMax on Camp Leatherneck seems to be keeping people
occupied.

244 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Peter Hale
SSM WO2 John Thomson

As ever, this has been a very busy period for the Sqn, with one
Tp returning from Ex JEBEL SAHARA, a 4 week JHC
environmental training ex in Morocco; 4 soldiers returning from Ex
MERLIN VORTEX in California and the Sqn deploying on 2
separate 2 week exs in the UK.  Additionally we saw the end of
an era on 1 December with the Sqn handing over the
responsibility for the High Readiness Mobile Air Operations Team
(MAOT) at RAF Benson over to the Joint Helicopter Sp Sqn. With

Cpl Fuller completes another successful resupply

Sig Mulholland requests locstat of two Black Hawks!
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an ever increasing number of commitments on the horizon the
soldiers of 244 have kept up morale even in the coldest and
wettest of situations but mor e on that later.  We look forward to
the New Year and the proposed restructure that will see 244
become the only Air Support Sig Sqn in the British Army and the
challenges this will bring.

EXERCISE RED HAND - by LCpl Davidson and Sig Upson

Ex RED HAND began at Azimghur Barracks, where the members
of 244 Sig Sqn who were not deployed to the 4 cor ners of the
globe set out for Sculthorpe Training area in Norfolk for a 10 day
tactical comms ex.  This was much needed training after being on
Public Duties in London for nearly 6 months.

The ex began with troop level training where we found ourselves
heading back to basics with all dets setting up their tactical flying
sites and testing means.  This was to be the theme of the next 24
hrs where all the dets were to tear down and set-up again over
and over again in order to hone our skills and decision making to
create the perfect flying site.  One of the highlights of this was
LCpl ‘Stracks’ Strachan , so eager to impress the hierarchy that
he fractured a rib and burnt out the clutch of his vehicle just so
that he could take on the r ole of “Zero”, which showed immense
dedication. 

The biggest problem for our flying site came when we wer e told
to move to Watton training area which was located an hour South
East of Sculthorpe.  The ground conditions being horr endous with
loads of deep dips and bumps which got us into tr ouble and our
FFRs were bogged in twice, r equiring some impromptu recovery
training!  Frustrations were high and motivation was disappearing
quicker than the sunshine above us.

Through highs and lows during our ex, teamwork was the main
principle.  The flying site worked tr emendously well from Cpl
Sunderland’ s planned site security to Sig Briggs’ s ideas of the
structure off the flying site, everyone contributed thr oughout, so
as a team we learnt new ideas and what was ef fective and not so
effective in a tactical comms situation. 

THE SOLDIERS PERSPECTIVE - by Sig Daniel Clarke

This year’s battlecamp consisted of 2 phases: the first being a
FIBUA and military skills phase, the second a survival, escape
and evasion phase.  The aim of the battle camp was to work on
our command and contr ol, based on the current situation in
Afghanistan.

PHASE 1

On 16 November 09 we deployed as 3 pls to Copehill Down
training area and arrived at FOB Brew Up, where we were to stay
throughout the first phase, which was to take people out if their
comfort zones and to develop command and contr ol.  This phase
was hard work but enjoyable.  I was in 3 Pl which mostly
consisted of members of Charlie Tp.  We did a lot of FIBUA
training which required maximum amounts of speed and
aggression.  I had not done much of this befor e, so it was a great
learning experience.  This phase also included a lot of fun things
like the Molotov Cocktail range, which involved thr owing petrol
bombs at an armd vehicle.  There were some good throws but
also some shocking ones like the one from Sig Liam Glover . We
also took part in the confidence course at Copehill Down and did
some abseiling which put you to the test, especially if you wer e
scared of heights like Sig Ross Calvert and Sig Andy Mitchell .
After a bit of practice, we had the final ex which involved clearing
a street of houses looking to find, captur e or kill the terrorist
leader Al McMullan.  The whole phase was hard work but fun
which put us in gr eat a mentality for the phase to come.

PHASE 2

On 20 November, the 3 pls left Copehill Down for Bramley
training area for the survival phase, where we were tested and
taken even further out of our comfort zones.  As soon as we

arrived we were given lessons on how to build dif ferent types of
shelters and different methods of how to start a fir e.  Later that
day, we built our own shelters in gr oups of 4 or 5 where we
stayed for the next few nights.  Thr oughout the ex we were given
different lessons on escape and evasion and survival, e.g. how to
prepare snares and skin a pheasant, which if you were
squeamish, like Sig Dean Sheldon , wasn’t too nice!  There were
a lot of fun aspects; we had a chance to do the confidence
course at Bramley and the asslt course at Sandhurst as well.  

The last part of the ex was the most challenging, wher e we were
to put all of our newly lear ned skills to the test.  During these last
few nights we were all very cold, wet and tired but morale
remained high!

THE PLATOON COMMANDER’S PERSPECTIVE 
- by Lt Calum Davidson

Ex RED HAND WARRIOR saw the Sqn (minus) deploy out on an
arduous 2 week battlecamp which included a FIBUA week at
Copehill Down Village and a survival phase on Bramley Training
area. The first week acted as a reminder to many Signallers on
urban ops which they had not practised for many months and an
introduction to the new operating pr ocedures out in theatre.  FOB
Brew Up was under constant attack fr om the Malyban with many
troops feeling the judder of the GPMG for the first time.  A
suitably eerie dawn final attack, lit by the flames of the bur nt out
cars all around us, was ably directed by 2Lt Mortimer , with the
sect comds doing a star supporting r ole after the obligatory killing
off of the Pl Comd.

Despite our bodies telling us it was Endex as we clear ed up the
FOB, our minds knew that we had the whole second phase to go
and it was a group of weary bodies that travelled up the r oad to
Bramley to undertake the survival element of the ex.  Ray Mears
and Bear Grylls had nothing on Sgt Flay and Sgt Jeynes who
were both in their element as they taught the Sqn how to build
improvised shelters, catch fresh meat, conduct agent handling
and of course the obligatory “man make fir e” lesson!  All these
skills were brought together when we undertook the 36 hr escape
and evasion phase which tested the tr oops thoroughly as they
moved around the area without any food, shelter and just their
friend Gary Gortex as warm kit, meeting agents and negotiating
for 2 boiled eggs and a rat pack pudding between 8!

Huge thanks must go to SSgt Henderson and Sgt Flay for their
massive efforts in getting this battlecamp of f the ground and for
making it so varied and enjoyable for all involved. They may want
to work on their culinary judging skills though, as the Of ficers and
Seniors team on ‘Camp Fire Masterchef’ were clearly robbed of
the title.  However, let us never speak again of the food served on
the final evening...

THE INSTRUCTOR’S PERSPECTIVE - by Sgt Daz Flay

The objective to the survival phase of Ex RED HAND WARRIOR
was to teach sqn personnel basic survival skills.  These included
the use of improvised shelters, fire and cooking techniques, traps
and snares, improvised clothing and weapons, the pr eparation of
animals and basic patrol and evasion techniques.  

As the week progressed the troops were relieved of equipment
including sleeping bags and ber gens, so that by the end of the
teaching phase they could r ely on their belt kit and survival tins to
get by.  

Lessons were learned early in the ex once the sleeping bags were
taken away.  If you woke up cold then your shelter or fir e wasn’t
good enough.  This led to some serious ‘scavenging’ ar ound the
training area resulting in some 5 star shelters.

Lessons were followed by a confirmatory ex when tr oops were
deployed with limited equipment and supplies whilst being
pursued by a hostile force.  From a DS perspective this ex alone
showed how much the tr oops had learned in such a short period
of time.  



On the last day of the ex the guys had a Mater chef competition,
survival style.  Sects were tasked with presenting a 3 course meal
to the OC and SSM using pheasants, varied vegetables and
remnants of 24hr ration packs.  Befor e they could do this they
needed to start their fir es and build their ovens.  The OC and
SSM had diarrhoea tablets on standby .  The final sect
competition was a bush tucker trial scenario.  The food on of fer
included sheep’s eyeballs, pig’s sexual organs and nipples.  The
guys were blindfolded and served the food which was pr epared
beforehand by the chef.  I believe most of the Sqn used up their
toothpaste that evening!

I would like to thank Sgt Steve Jeynes for instructing and Cpl
Gaz Pounder for helping with the pr eparation of all the stands.  I
would also thank 268 Sig Sqn for supplying all the survival
equipment.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj RD Cowan
SSM WO2(SSM) D Brown

As the Sqn says farewell to 2009 and will shortly welcome 2010,
we reflect on what we have collectively achieved over the last
year.  We continued to support the Regt in every aspect of Unit
life from the parade square in London to ops overseas.  We have
fared well on all promotion boards across all cap badges and
have continued to dominate the CO’ s challenges.  Individual and
collective training has been enjoyed by all, with quality military
and adventurous training, testing individuals at every opportunity .
Our soldiers have continued to impr ess at all levels and have
achieved significant awards in there own disciplines.  We look
forward to 2010 as we prepare for the transformation to
a CSR and are under no illusion of the task ahead.  Our
soldiers are passionate in what they do and look forwar d
to the challenge.  We congratulate WO2(MTWO) DM
McDonnell who was awarded his Meritorious Service
Medal by Comd Joint Helicopter Command, RAdm
Charles Johnstone-Burt OBE .

JOINT HELICOPTER A WARDS 
- by Pte B Kawonga RLC

I used to think that passing out at A TR Pirbright after
undergoing 14 weeks of basic training would have been
the most exciting day of anyone’ s Army career.  Well I
was wrong!  Sitting down and having dinner with a Brig,
your CO, RCWO, MOD civilian staff, and COs from other
Regts at the 10th Anniversary of the Joint Helicopter
Command (JHC) Awards Dinner has “topped the lot”.
Especially as I had my wife Sandra sitting with me. 

It was on 8 October 2009 when I got invited to go for
dinner with my wife and 3 of my family and friends, to r eceive the
award for my contribution to W elfare.  This was to be presented
by the Comd JHC at their Gala Dinner and Awards Ceremony
held at the AAC Museum.  There were 20 awards to be given out
for various categories of support to the JHC.  When the W elfare
category was announced and my name mentioned, my whole
body froze, but my mouth opened for a big smile, as I headed
towards the stage to receive my award.  I could not stop smiling
as I left  my wife, walked pass my RCWO, WO2 CM Price and
my CO, Lt Col GN Addley , as they cheered and clapped their
hands for me.

Shaking hands with the Comd and being photographed with him
while the whole room cheered was like winning the Grammy
awards.  I knew that this was the best day of my Army car eer so
far. It was as if I was dreaming.   My heart was filled with
happiness, and for that moment I thought I owned the world.  I
had won the Welfare Award for all the community work I have
being doing for the past 2 years, with the support of my family ,
my boss, colleagues and my Regt.  I must say I am really grateful
for all the support I have received to win the award.  Many thanks
to the JHC and all those who made it possible for me to have a
remarkable evening in style.

I have to return to the drawing boar d now, to come up with mor e
activities for the rest of the year, as my wife wants to go to
another dinner like this next year. 

SUPPORT SQUADRON – MATTS PACKAGE - by Sgt Dinsdale

Sp Sqn conducted a MATT package over a 2 week period from
18 September – 2 October 09.  During the package some
additional training was incorporated to enhance team bonding,
leadership and to vary the programme.  The Damage Repair
Instructional Unit (DRIU) was booked for the first week’ s
additional training.

The DRIU is located at HMS Raleigh, Torpoint, Cor nwall.  HMS
Raleigh is the Royal Navy’s phase one training establishment and
is the new lead military training school for all Navy ratings.  Ther e
is a wide spectrum of specialized courses run fr om CO’s courses,
to Basic Sea Survival for new entry trainees.

On 22 September, Sp Sqn was booked into the DRIU for an
afternoon session.  The transport arrived there at lunchtime and
the Sqn swiftly moved to the briefing r oom to begin the course.
The instructor was a Navy ex-serviceman who ran thr ough the
afternoon’s events and pre-course admin points.  There was a
brief video which gave us an insight on what to expect aboar d
the DRIU.  The training essentially was all about saving the ship.
If a ship grounds on a rock or is struck by a torpedo, then the
damage caused by such actions will need to be rapidly
controlled.  This is to prevent the ship from sinking until it can dry
dock for repairs.  The DRIU is a simulator which recreates the
effects of battle damage by flooding its various r ealistic ship
compartments, such as the mess deck, passageways and the
engine room with chlorine tr eated water and exercise smoke.  It 
has the ability to adjust the r oll angle of the whole unit to cr eate a
sense of realism and to swell the cold water within the

compartments to hinder the tested students.
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Sp Sqn at HMS Raleigh about to enjoy Havoc!

Pte Bruno Kawonga and Sandra – shortly after receiving his
award
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After the briefing, the Sqn moved on boar d the DRIU to get
familiar with all its various compartments and to r eceive a full
lesson on the leak stopping techniques.  The equipment and
materials used were very basic, low-tech materials though very
effective in their application.  After the lesson, we r eturned to the
briefing room.  There we were broken down into 2 teams each
consisting of 2 sects all with Sgts as team leaders.  The team that
I was selected to lead was the second team to enter the unit.

All the teams got equipped and the first team went on boar d to
begin their ex.  Meanwhile, I gave a set of Quick Battle Orders on
what to expect on boar d.  No specific tasks wer e issued to
individuals, as this would only confuse matters mor e so I
explained how this was going to run.  I kept it simple and used 2
commands to begin the ex, which wer e ‘wedge’ or ‘plug’.  

Initially the priority was to slow the flooding, so the command
‘wedge’ meant to use the small wooden wedges.  Once the holes
were choked up, then the teams could begin work to build the
more effective repair techniques.  Then the ‘plug’ command came
in.  This way I could task, bolster or inter change teams by simply
indicating with a hand signal and saying a single wor d command.

After the first team had finished, the second team was quickly
aboard and in position to begin the ex.  Everyone was smiling in
apprehension in the holding room moments befor e the torpedo
hit the ship.  The alarm rang out, smoke and water began
flooding everywhere and we sprang into action.  I began leading
the whole team towards the lower deck to assess the damage.  I
was first into the room and tasked individuals into teams as they
entered the room to wedge a particular hole as a team.  I
positioned myself in a central location as not to get hands on but
to get an overview of the whole situation and leave the actual
repairs to team members.  From here, I found it relatively easy to
redirect the manpower wher e necessary.  Once all the wedges
were in place, the safety staff indicated that we had done enough
and could build the mor e robust repairs with more equipment.  I
tasked teams to ‘plug’ the wedges and soon the r oom was up to
waist height in water.  Added to the ef fect was the roll of the unit,
which created large surges that could easily knock a person of
their feet.  One side of the room was finished quicker to the other
so I bolstered the other teams and rotated jobs within their
teams.  Finally, the trickier hole remained.  After some delegation,
direction and rotating jobs, the leak was successfully plugged.
We received a quick de-brief fr om the viewing area staff member
which was all positive to myself and the team members.  He
informed us we finished quicker despite giving us a har der time
by making it more difficult as we were progressing well as a team.

The DRIU is a useful opportunity to put soldiers into an alien,
stressful environment and to test their leadership skills and
teamwork.  Soldiers and of ficers are often tested and expected to
perform in demanding conditions all over the world.  This
particular environment is mainly pertinent to the Navy but the
leadership and team cohesion required are the same.

ARMY POWERLIFTING COMPETITION 2009 - by Sgt Hull

On 25 November 09, we were to partake in the Army Annual
Powerlifting competition, which comprised 3 events.

The 1st event, the squat is arguably the most important.  With the
bar across the top of your shoulders behind your neck, you ar e to
squat down until the hips ar e at the same height/below the tops
of your knees, and then return to the starting position with your
legs straight.

The 2nd event is the bench press.  Lying on your back holding
onto the straight bar, you are to lower the bar to your chest, then
on a vocal command ‘pr ess’ you are to lift vertically until your
arms are fully straight.

The make or break last event is the deadlift.  This involves
bending down, while keeping the back straight grabbing on to a
bar, and stand up with the bar . The legs have to be locked out,
the body straight, and the shoulders back to complete the lift.

All the events were judged by British Drug Free Powerlifting
Association (BDFPA) officials and so National qualifying was a
possibility for those who had that little bit mor e.  There were
originally 4 competitors fr om the unit: myself, Sgt Aar on Hull ,
LCpl Jay Alderton , Sig Dan Allum , and Sig Kerry ‘Kez’ Potter . 

Training was going well for all 4 of us, all matching or superseding
the previous year’s standards, but the team soon dr opped to 2,
when LCpl Alderton damaged his back while deadlift training
and Sig Potter had to leave the team for work commitments.
Dan and I were the only 2 left, and both had to lose weight to
reach our competitive weight categories. 

Training was arduous, consistent, and very emotional.  Four
months in total wer e dedicated for the competition, and 3 weeks
before we were both ready – except we were both around a stone
heavier than our target weights!  We had to hard diet, limiting
calories to 1000 a day, and incorporating mor e compound
exercises and following each session with fat bur ning cardio, all
while keeping the balance of pr otein and essential amino acids to
keep as much strength gained from training as possible.

On the day before competition which happened to be Sig Allum’ s
21st birthday, we were both marginal on our weights, floating
around the target or slightly above.  We both knew that if we only
had a small evening meal and missed breakfast; we would weigh
in under our weight.  The weigh in itself was at 0800hrs, meaning
we had to leave barracks at 0400hrs. The drive was emotional,
and before we got there we was both tired, hungry, and looked
like vampires.

We met our target weights and looking r ound the nerves started
to kick in, as some of the competitors looked like participants
from “The World’s Strongest Man”.  There was an hour until the
lifting started, so Dan and I attacked food like we hadn’ t eaten in
3 weeks and drank Red Bull like it was water.  Dan and I were in
different weight categories and so we wer e lifting at dif ferent
times which made it hard to support each other .  Other units had
4 – 8 man teams and so ‘spotted’ for each other .  By the middle
of the competition, it came appar ent that in the weight category I
was lifting in, it was a 2 man race, me and a guest lifter , a RM
commando, who wer e ahead of the pack.  Before any of the
events start, you declare how much you are going to lift. We both
matched each other on Squats, then I took a big lead on Bench
but we still had one mor e event to go and I knew from his
declarations he was a stronger Deadlifter.  It came down to the
last event, I had a lead of 40kg in totals against him, total weight
lifted determines the winner.  So I knew that as long as he didn’ t
lift 40kg more than me on Deadlift, the competition was mine.  By
my 3rd and final attempt, he had caught up by 30kg and I had to
give it my all which meant beating my personal best by incr easing
the weight to 230kg.  I knew that the only way he could beat me
then was by increasing his weight to 270kg, which I knew was a
massive lift by any standard.  When he stepped up to lift, he
didn’ t seem confident and deep down I had a feeling I had
already won.  His lift was a ‘no lift’, leaving me the winner for the
90kg category winner.  I was over the moon about it all as it was
my first powerlifting competition. 

Further to the win, I qualified to compete in the BDFP A GB
National Opens in March 2010, which is a massive achievement
for anyone, and only a handful of people qualified on the day . 

Sig Dan Allum came away with a solid 6th place, and a 2nd
overall junior, under 23s, which is a great result for a young
novice competitor and he was only 20kg fr om qualifying
nationally also.

On the prize giving, I was shocked to find out not only had I won
my weight category, but I had won overall best lifter .  It felt great
to hold up the massive tr ophy while representing the Royal
Signals and to come away as the British Army Powerlifting
champion 2009.

I couldn’ t wait to get home to my family and tell the tail, but we
had a higher priority after the day was out…..McDonalds!   
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CO Lt Col S Nesmith
RSM WO1(RSM) Pritchar d

217 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Richar d Byfield
SSM WO2(SSM) Al Finn

217 Sig Sqn recently stood down fr om involvement in Ex
ARRCADE FUSION which allowed time for hurried planning of Tp
activities and some extra ECI preparation.  We were also available
to provide capability demonstrations for the visits of both
COMARRC and Comd 143 (WM) Bde.  Sgt Thapa explained
Reacher to COMARRC with the help of his team including Cpl
Ablott , LCpl Gurung and LCpl Rai .  COMARRC seemed
genuinely interested in speaking to the teams and was not shy to
ask about technical matters.  Cpl Pear ce had put together an
excellent demo of J1/J4 IOS aided by LCpl Burley and LCpl
Thwaites . This was remarkable considering that all of the Sqn
equipment was deployed in Kenya and Mor occo! Thanks to 2 Sig
Regt for helping us out with a loan.  

EXERCISE LONDON LEARN - by 2Lt Rob Mackness

The aim of Ex LONDON LEARN was to bolster Tp cohesion,
broaden the military knowledge of all those participating and give
our younger soldiers a chance to practise their pr esentational
skills.  The ex would not have been possible without the initiative
and hard work shown by Cpl McGinn . 

The ex consisted of visits to both the National Army Museum and
Royal Hospital Chelsea, with soldiers giving formal pr esentations
on their findings back in barracks soon after .  The Tp was given a
thorough brief of the formation of and key battles fought by a
consolidated British Army during our visit to the Museum, even
being given various weapons and armour to tinker with
afterwards.  There was a vast wealth of knowledge in all of the
displays and everyone was quickly immersed for the r est of the
afternoon.  That evening, several members of the Tp went to the
West End to watch a show, during which LCpl Lowes and
associate made readily apparent that they had thor oughly
enjoyed it.

The morning after, we received an extensive tour of the Royal
Hospital Chelsea by a current resident, covering the history,
architecture and routine in great detail. The Tp were given the
privilege of hosting some of the r esidents in their bar for a curry
lunch before we recovered back to barracks.

The presentations were a great success, showcasing the quality
of soldiers being recruited into the Corps.  Most notable was Sig
Reese O’Rourke’ s admirable performance under pr essure whilst
the CO and RSM were present!

The trip to the capital fulfilled the aims of the ex and everyone
who participated thor oughly enjoyed the experience; it was the
perfect blend between training value and maintenance of morale.

248 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj T Courage

ROYAL SIGNALS BADMINTON CHAMPIONS 2009 
- by Cpl Dakswor Rai

22 Sig Regt became the Royal Signals Badminton champions
after a fantastic summer for the Racquets Club.  Seven other
units competed for the title, including str ong teams from 2 Sig
Regt, 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt, 21 Sig Regt and 11 Sig
Regt. The competition was hosted by 21 Sig Regt in October
2009, and our thanks go to the or ganising committee. 

The team had little previous experience together because of
various recent Regimental commitments. Their cohesive ability to
work as a team and raw talent pr oved vital in securing various
individual and pair titles.  LCpl Rai was the Novice Winner, whilst
SSgt Thapa and Cpl Magar secured the Open Doubles runner
up spot. 

The team battled over 3 long days of sweat filled badminton to
eventually secure the title of overall Unit Team Champions. After
its formation in Staf ford, this was the first time 22 Sig Regt had
taken part in this annual competition.  To win at the first attempt
shows excellent potential for the Badminton Club and will
promote further talent in Staf ford. The team could not take part in
the Army Champs this year, but are looking forward to competing
in further future tournaments on their return from the various
ARRC exs in Germany.

DASHAIN 2009 - by LCpl Kamal Limbu

Squadron senior Gurujiharu prepare to welcome guests for the
Dashain 

22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
STAFFORD

Bravo Troop receiving a brief lesson on the history and
significance of the dining room
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‘Dashain Ayo Khaula Pieula’.  It is the only the time of year, where
everyone from every background comes together in celebration
together. Dashain is indeed the biggest, longest and the most
auspicious festival celebrated by the Nepalese people.  It
transcends the caste divide. Similar to other festivals, it has a
significant historical meaning.  It celebrates the victory of good in
the form of Goddess Shree Durga Devi, over evil, the giant
Mahishasur. The date and time is fixed by the Pundits (religious
teachers), who play a very important role in religious activities.
They extract all the details by looking at the position of the moon.

This festival lasts for a total of 10 days, Ghatasthapana (1st day)
Phulpati, Kalaratri (8th day), Maar (9th day) and Tika (last day) are
the important dates for celebration.  Every year, members of the
Queen’s Gurkha Signals get together and celebrate this festival as
a Regt in Bramcote.  A number of individuals ar e chosen to carry
out the various ceremonial duties.  On Ghatasthapana, barley
seeds are sown and then sprinkled daily with holy water .  By the
10th day, the seed will have grown 5 or 6 inches tall, called
‘Jamara’ (yellow grass).  It is presented by the eldest member of
the family, as a token of Goddess Durga as well as a blessing, to
those younger household members during the Tika.  In the Regt,
it is normally the most senior Gurkha Of ficer and Pundit, who
place a blessing (Tika) on the forehead of every soldier.

This year, 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn could not all celebrate Kalaratri
(meaning dark night) with the remainder of the Regt, as they were
deployed on Ex ARRCADE WARRIOR/CHARGER in Germany.
The day after Kalaratri is called Maar.  On Maar all over Nepal, the
sacrifice of various animals, usually goats, for the Mother
Goddess is very commonplace.  The cultural pr ogramme that is
organised has become a cultural focus the traditional importance
for the Brigade of Gurkhas and families.

Our Sqn 2IC Saheb gave us our Tika the day after we arrived
back in Stafford. There are many different views, positive and
negative, shared regarding the beliefs behind Tika of dif ferent
ethnic groups.  This year our Kalaratri celebration was held with
our families in a large Sqn celebration held in a highly decorated
area of Stafford Site 5.  The preparation by all those involved was
plainly clear to see and the special welcome r eceived was
especially warm and generous. The whole event was a great
morale boost for everyone.  From young to old, everyone enjoyed
the occasion and soaked up the special atmospher e.  Large
thanks must be given to the or ganising committee, the chefs who
cooked up a feast fit for a king and the cultural display team who
demonstrated some wonderful entertainment.  The challenge for
next year will be to impr ove on what already is an amazing
highlight of the cultural calendar.

BERGATHON 2009 - by Sig Dinesh

BERGATHON 2009 is a 1 day charity event that was organised by
the Tactical Supply Wing (TSW).  It is held annually in order to
raise money for the local charity the Katherine House Hospice in
Stafford. This year it was held in Swynerton Training Area, with 26
teams participating. The Bergathon is known to be a physically

demanding event, where you are expected to utilise team work
and determination in order to succeed. The premise is that the
team is split in two and each half is expected to tab 30km with
both weight and rifle in 10km splits.  At the end of each split, a
random individual must shoot on pr edetermined DCCT range.
The teams on the day were predominantly from the RAF, although
21 Sig Regt also entered the competition.

Early morning on 1 October 09, the contingent of RAF veterans
began the competition.  After completing our team admin,
learning a few tips on shooting technique and grabbing a hasty
sausage roll, the first half of our team set of f for their first cir cuit.
Setting off quickly, they managed a time of 58 min 58 secs and
the second half did even better 58 min 39 secs.  At this point, we
had no idea of how our closest competitors wer e doing.

The event continued as the weather became increasingly warm,
though it would have been a lot worse if it was raining.  The first
half of the team showed some r eal determination by completing
the second 10km in 54 min 30 secs; a true show of endurance
that proved the quickest lap timing of the whole event.  Our
motivation really proved the dif ference between the teams, while
the morale of every team provided the welcome support during
each lap.  It was a combination of these factors and some good
admin by Cpl Sunuwar , which made the dif ference on the day.
The pre-competition training pr oved useful and provided an
excellent method of team cohesion and selection.

After each individual had completed a total distance of 30km, the
total time and shoot scor es were calculated together to ascertain
the winner. The 22 Sig Regt team finished in a highly respectable
6 hrs 23 mins, including time penalties. This pushed our closest
rival 21 Sig Regt into second place by quite a lar ge margin. The
22 Sig Regt team were rightly crowned the overall winners and
also received the prize for the fastest lap time.  The team would
like to thank all those whom made the day happen.

222 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj I Rodger
SSM WO2(SSM) Fraser

HMS HAVOC - by LCpl Budgen

On a miserable day in October a number of volunteers fr om 222
Sig Sqn awoke to a mixtur e of apprehension and excitement.
Having driven to Plymouth the pr evious day and then relaxed with
a few sociables, the anticipation of the event was starting to
dawn on the assembled mass. HMS Havoc is an ex designed to
promote team building and to test a soldier’ s courage and
determination under dif ficult circumstances when out of their
comfort zone. 

A morning packed full of briefings about safety and the details of
what we would be doing as well as what was expected of us,
lasted until around 1100hrs. We were told that once on boar d the
ship simulator, the lights would fail after a ‘collision’, ther e would
be plenty of smoke and water would pour into the ship in 2
locations; the mess area where sailors sleep and the engine
room.  Our task was to ef fectively plug the holes where the water
was entering, and render the ship serviceable to continue on task.

We were split into 2 groups and then further split into 2 mor e to
cover both areas.  Tensions were high waiting in the admin area
of the ship having a vivid idea of what was about to happen due
to the briefings, whilst at the same time having no idea of the
emotions awaiting. Bang! Pitch black, lots of noise, lots of
confusion. The DS, who incidentally were nice and toasty in their
boiler suits, were shouting “Get down those stairs and start
plugging or were going to go down.” 

We didn’t need telling twice!  Down into the mess ar ea we went
and found that the briefings pr oved to be inaccurate. In the
classroom the phrases “small holes” and “a bit of water” echoed.
Laughable! The conditions we were facing were the antithesis of
this.  Some of the ‘holes’ which wer e bursting with ice cold water

The cultural display team put on a fabulous performance
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were the size of small television sets and the force in which the
water entered was intense.  However, needs must and the now
demoralised soldiers quickly r ealised the sooner they fought the
leaks, the sooner they would be back on deck for tea and toast. 

Teamwork kicked in and slowly but sur ely, one by one we used
wooden wedges, like the ones used to keep doors open,
hammering them in sometimes with no success due to the
wicked force in which the water came thr ough.  Finally after
around 20 mins of plugging the holes the water stopped coming
in.  Our next task was to reinforce our makeshift seals with
planks. Once done the water began to drain and the ship
stopped rocking, endex was called. 

The relief was tangible knowing we would soon be back in the
warmth, light, dry and safe.  It was now time for the second
group to enter and repeat the nightmare the first group had just
experienced. For clarification the mess area seemed particularly
easy in comparison to the ef forts displayed by engine r oom team
who seemed to spend most of their task fully submer ged and
only swimming to the ceiling for a much needed gasp of the little
remaining air available.

Overall the day was a success and by early afternoon we were
set to return to Stafford, all with an individual sense of
achievement.  

REMEMBRANCE DA Y 

Annually in early November, we become more visually conscious
of those whom lost their lives during times of war , by wearing a
red poppy. The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month,
marks a significant moment in our commemoration, which is
known as Remembrance Day.

22 Sig Regt enjoys a close relationship with the population of
Stafford and its surrounding areas proven by the turn out during
the Remembrance Service and parade afterwards.  The towns
people lined the street and clapped as the pr ocessions of troops
went past. This year 22 Sig Regt provided soldiers to a number of
different locations, including Stone, Leek, Newcastle, W eston and
Stafford.

EXERCISE HOPTON CHALLENGE - by Cpl Fowler

As part of the OC’s challenge, an inter-troop Cross Pennines race
was organised by SSgt(SQMS) Hulse .  The concept was that
seven 4 or 5 man teams would navigate the Pennines Way over
approx 23 miles of arduous terrain in a straight race.  The winners
would be the first to r each the handily located pub at the finish.

As the early morning mist settled over the Pennines, Cpl
Horoszko warmed up an eager Sqn ready to take on the
challenge the OC had set them; everyone was well prepared and
desperate to get underway.  However Sig Harrison stood looking
lost, not knowing if he should join in with the aer obics being
carried out by his peers, as he was at this point without a team
leader.  Finally with only a few finger stretches left to do, Sgt
Steel appeared from the coach, having fully inspected the
amenities and checked that they wher e fully operational.

As the Sqn set off it was clear that there were only 2 teams in the
front running for race champions.  SSgt McDiarmid drove his
team on but to no avail, Sgt Steel was like a rabid terrier taking
on the ground that lay ahead of him with a grim look of
determination in his eyes.  No one was more distressed by this
than one of his own team mates, Cpl Fowler , who had decided
to take full CEMO and was by now sounding like a steam train.
Sgt Steel took these grunts and puf fs as a sign that all his team
where going well and could push har der.  His team hit the
soldiers’ lump first by a long way , with a check nav done Sgt
Steel took it upon him to r emove the burden of Cpl Fowler’ s
enormous bergen and manned up. The team powered on with
Hotel Tp close on their heels and the vets of Sqn Ops hanging
back in a comfortable 3r d place

After the first check point tensions could not be higher , all that
could shatter the dr eams of Golf Tp winning the challenge it
would seem, was the lagging fitness of some of its a team
members. Then as the clag set in and the “un-missable” track
disappeared, navigation became a huge factor.  Hotel Tp who for
most part had been following soon caught up with the fr ont
runners and with a smart piece of compass skill took the lead.
This lead held until the final 4 miles where the true metal of Sgt
Steel’s team shone through and they arrived at the Nag’s Head
pub finish line first, to a surprised welcoming party .  All of the
teams completed in good times and every member was pleased
the near marathon was over.  Afterwards the beers flowed and
the pub grub went down a gr eat shout, morale was high and all

Maj Fowkes, Sgt Steel, Cpl Fowler and Sig Harrison

The ship is sinking!

The march through the town
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that awaited the intr epid racers was the cramped coach jour ney
home.

LEADERSHIP WEEK - by Sig Webster

A Sqn level leadership week was held at Nescliff Camp in
October in order to further train and pr epare the members of 222
Sig Sqn as part of the build up to becoming the first Falcon Sqn.
The ex, organised by Lt Howie and Sgt Lyon, tested all ranks
and trade groups within the Sqn.

We started with a day of command tasks at Staf ford, just to get
the grey matter working.  The dif ferent tasks varied from crossing
rivers to climbing tr ees under the ever watchful eyes of the Sqn
SNCOs.  The following day we deployed to Nesclif f and had a
morning of survival lessons delivered by Mr Dan Bur dus .  We
were shown different traps and snares and found out why we
wear boots – it’s to stop the mud squelching thr ough your toes.
Next we learned how to gut fish and pull a pigeon apart and we
put them on the BBQ for lunch.  I then got chance to peel a
squirrel, no mean feat when your knife is blunt.  After lunch we
moved on to escape and evasion. This involved walking in the
rain, hiding in the rain and running in the rain.  All this whilst being
chased by the hunter force and subsequently captur ed, but by
midnight we were back in the barn drying out.

Day 3 saw more command tasks – we were getting good at
these.  We put up tents blind folded, found the br eak down kit for
a Land Rover and completed a Sudoku.  The biggest comd task
of the day was reserved for SSgt Hulse , who clearly keen to join
in, decided to sink his DAF in the mud and then pr oceeded to
task a local farmer with extracting the vehicle.  Needless to say
he scored highly for that one. 

Day 4 had us on the asslt course after a cheeky Brucey , our Sqn
PTI, warm up.  We then had more command tasks, with Sgt
Bowden trying desperately to make them har der.  We then
moved on to blind fold driving and after this on to the DCCT to
show off our shooting skills. Once that had finished we went on
to moving without being seen, crawling thr ough an open field
collecting mine tape with eagle eyed SSgt Bir d hunting us down.
The last event was back on the asslt course for an inter -sect
competition.

The last day was where it all mattered though, an inter-troop gun
run.  Not as simple as it might sound as we wer e given a map
and some grid references and told find the parts and take them
to the end to build a gun. A good strategy would be needed and

the results were close.  Hotel Tp won the day with India and Golf
following after some time was deducted for some slight rule
bending. Then all that mattered was the coach home, a shower
and the weekend. 

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj M Rouse
SSM WO2(SSM) Mason

EXERCISE PREMIER HOPTON - by Sig Mawhinney

We will always remember 5 October as Sp Sqn’s range camp.
After 3 hrs of Cfn Wilkinson snoring and Sig Preston’ s eating
habits, we finally arrived at Warcop.  Welcomed by our excited
SSM WO2 Mason who loved it, we wer e shown around camp
and our accommodation was allocated to us.  The beds wer e that
bad, the springs on Sig Noack’ s bed hit the floor, but we couldn’ t
complain as it was better than sleeping outside.

The next day was the part that everyone was looking forwar d to
as we headed to the range and the heavens opened, revealing
the unprepared soldiers – Sig Russell who forgot his Gortex gear
and Sig Arbon who had left his magazines and helmet back at
camp.  We then received the perfect demonstration fr om Sgt
Alderson on the number one rule of range camp “No movement
without fire.”

Wednesday and Thursday consisted of further days on the range
and then some lessons on sects in defence.  On the last day of
the ex it was time for the final attack.  As WO2 Midgley gave the
safety brief everyone waited with baited br eath.

It was then the mighty 3 Sect’ s turn to deploy on a foot patr ol in
search of the enemy, led by Cpl Ranson .  Whilst patrolling along
the road we were contacted fr om the right and we went straight
into our initial section SOP drills and peeled left as SSgt Sherwin
had drilled us on the previous day.  I noticed a river off to the left
which looked mightily deep; you knew straight away what was
going to happen.  It was so deep that the Gurkhas wer e close to
being fully submerged and one member of the sect, LCpl Gray ,
fell into it face first which was quite amusing.

With the first position conquer ed, we started to r e-group and all
of a sudden from 150m away we came under heavy enemy fire
directly to our front.  After a quick target indication to dir ect the
whole sect onto the enemy position, Cpl Ranson took over and
gave the sect a full fire control order.  It was now our fire team’s

turn to asslt the enemy position.  LCpl Gray
and Sig Mawhinney decided to move forwar d.
They leopard crawled up to the bunker
position and completed their last minute
checks, fresh magazine, bayonet fixed and
grenade at the ready.  In went the grenade and
as soon as it had exploded the pair moved in,
a full magazine of hot lead and brass was
presented to the enemy. 

Finally it was over and the ex had finished,
probably the best feeling ever for any
squaddie, although some people like Cfn
Wilkinson wanted to go again.  It was now
time for Ex BRASS MONKEY, having to collect
all of the empty brass cases from the range
training area, once this had been completed
we received a quick de-brief, packed up and
headed back to Staf ford for a nice relaxing
weekend off, which I know was enjoyed by all.

WELCOMES AND FAREWELLS

217 Sig Sqn welcomes LCpl Benjamin Lotfi ,
LCpl Andy Whittaker , Cpl Mick Davies , and
Sgt Tanka Gurung in the build up to
Christmas and 222 Sig Sqn says farewell to
Cpl Shelly Briggs .Hotel Troop considering the next burden
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30th SIGNAL REGIMENT  
BRAMCOTE  

CO Lt Col Spencer
RSM WO1(RSM) Morris

256 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Short
SSM WO2 Stowell

CAMBRIAN PATROL - by LCpl James Allen

30 Sig Regt entered The Cambrian Patrol with 2Lt Munn as team
IC and Cpl Stillie as the 2IC. After a very rushed 3 week training
program run by Cpl Stillie , the team set off at 0530hrs on Sunday
25 October.  After an eventful 30 something hrs and having lost 3
of the team they managed to complete what could be ar gued is
probably the hardest patrol ex in the British Army. The final 5
were awarded a Certificate of Merit for their ef forts.  The team
could not have achieved this without the help of the admin sp
lead by SSgt Bithell .

EXERCISE ORANGE MARAUDER - by LCpl Steve Stone

It was cold, raining and we wer e in the middle of Salisbury Plains.
Yes, Charlie Tp, 256 Sig Sqn was on ex again, this time
supporting the Royal Marines.

We’d arrived around 1400hrs on Monday 16 November.  With
complete confidence in our kit, we deployed exactly 3 days and 2
hours before the ex officially started…just in case!  On arrival, we
quickly realised that a person, who will remain nameless, had
forgotten to book us in for a late scof f, so a small team were
deployed to forage for something to eat at the local KFC.  

With hunter gatherers deployed, we started the build immediately .
The tent was up within the hour and most of the kit was in and
working by around 2030hrs, however a small problem with our
Cormorant system – mostly involving it not tur ning on – was
holding us back fr om world wide comms.

The following day we had WO2(YofS) Crowder bring us a new
power unit for our Cormorant system and after some serious graft
by LCpl ‘Dougles’ Dugmor e and Cpl ‘Mac’ McCulloch , our
Cormorant system was up and running, phone systems wer e in
place and JOCS had connectivity to Northwood.  The majority of

the build had been completed and put in place.  Fibr e had been
laid, tears had been shed and broken hearts mended.  Charlie Tp
were at the top of their game.

By the end of the first 5 days, everything was set up, the users
had arrived and all initial niggling problems with JOCS had been
fixed by LCpl ‘Stoney’ Stone and his able crew of LCpl Leon
Dolman , LCpl ‘J’ Coleman and LCpl ‘Smudge’ Smith .  For the
most part, the ex was going sweetly .

There being very few problems with our equipment, about a thir d
of our team were sent home on the minibus on the mor ning of
Day 7.  Later in the day, we were finally able to make calls out of
Cormorant.  We still couldn’ t receive calls in but that wasn’ t so
important.  No one minds r eceiving calls on their mobile phones,
it’s when they have to pay for making the calls they start
complaining!  So with that working, the staf f officers were much
happier.

During Day 10 the ex was slowly winding down and everyone
was working hard to get rid of the extra kit we had out so that we
could escape as quickly as possible the next mor ning.  By the
end of the evening we only had 3 JOCS laptops out, a few
phones and a ton of fibr e.  LCpl Stone and Sigs Mohan and
Nicholls worked the graveyard shift to pull in all the fibr es,
recover the remaining laptops and power down the JOCS Server
once it was no longer needed. 

The morning of Day 11 we quickly packed everything onto the
vehicles, the tent was tor n down and we were ready to go.  After
a stop off at McDonalds on the way back to compensate for
driving through scoff time, we were back on the road and back at
camp a couple of hours later. 

All in all, the ex was successful, no major problems occurred and
Charlie Tp yet again proved themselves as more than capable at
deploying out to supply comms to anyone.

EXERCISE NEON MERCURY - by Sig Swinwood

It was mid-October and I had just arrived in 30 Sig Regt as my
first working unit fr esh from training and just days after being
here, I found myself joining the ex as a member of the mighty
Charlie Tp supporting JTFHQ.

The Sqn had originally meant to have been deploying to sunny
Uganda but unfortunately this was changed last minute to the
windbreaks.  Our role was to make sure the ex ran smoothly for
the JTFHQ officers as they simulate working in an environment
such as Uganda. As part of this, we have the role of setting up
and tearing down the complex and pr oviding the communication
assets.  I worked on the help desk and manned the r eception,
making sure Staff Officers complied with SyOps.  

Everyone made the ex enjoyable with cake eating competitions at
lunch and high morale in general.  It was a good way to meet
members of the Tp and see what I will be doing for my first job.

CHARITY FUNDRAISING 

A £12,000 target was set by Lt McPhun , OC Alpha Tp to be
raised for 3 different charities: ‘Help for Heroes’, Comic Relief,
and Cancer Research.  Three separate events were organised.
The first was a trek along Hadrian’s Wall in 24 hrs covering a
distance of 96 miles. The second was a 24 hr row-a-thon which
was held in the local Tesco and the third and final event was a 10
mile Swan pedalo race into London. Thanks go Alpha Tp who ar e
well on they way to reaching their target with £10,000 already
raised.

The Cambrian Patrol Team
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250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Corkery
SSM WO2 Un

EXERCISE GLOBAL REEF 

After much drinking and eating at the Dashain and Tihar
celebrations, Whisky Tp finally submitted to the demand for some
work to be done.  On 9 November, members of the Tp deployed
to Cyprus as part of the pr eparations for taking on high r eadiness
roles.  The ex was aimed at giving the new Tp Comd a taste of
the problems faced on overseas deployments – which it did
successfully.  The main effort of the ex was to establish long
range HF comms over a distance of over 3300km fr om Cyprus to
Bramcote.  In addition we had PRC117F and LWRN capabilities
to maintain during our time in Cyprus. 

The ex was a remarkable success with Cpl Lal commenting that
the HF sounded like VHF – it takes a Signaller to appreciate the
difference.  This capability was maintained for the duration of the
ex before we moved to the Troodos Mountains for some R&R.  In
Troodos we squeezed in some hill walking and mountain biking to
bring to an end an excellent and beneficial 2 weeks.  Its always that way, weren’t you listening?

31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT 
(VOLUNTEERS)

LONDON
CO Lt Col Simon W alker TD
RSM WO1(RSM) Guy Padfield 

The time has come for 31 (CoL) Sig Regt to put pen to paper for
the last time.  As it stands at this moment in time, the Regt or
RHQ is in the final phase of its draw down and closur e.  The
Sqns have been handed over to their respective HQs and RHQ
stands alone as the year comes to a close.  This has not given us
time to sit back and r elax though, the QM’s dept has been
working flat out with zer o man power trying to back load a Regt’ s
worth of kit as the Bde goes thr ough its re-org.  The MT and LAD
have had similar work loads as they try to get rid of vehicles.
Even the RSM has been threatened with having to drive Bedfor ds
or DAFs to Aldershot.  Ops has been doing its best to
impersonate an organized retreat from Moscow, and the Ops
team have been shredding any
piece of paper that sits still for
more then 30 secs, turning half
the Ops Room into a hamster’s
paradise. 

All in all, none of this has
deterred us and we have held our
heads high when ever the
occasion arose.  Such an event
was Remembrance Day, when
the CO, RSM, FofS and IS Engr
headed off to St Paul’s Cathedral
for a moving service and wreath
laying.  This was followed by a
reception and a curry lunch in
Mansion House.  Monday
morning had us all suited and
booted again as we were off to
Royal Hospital Chelsea for a
guided tour of the gr ounds and
buildings.  For those of you have
not been here, shame on you, it
was an amazing day.  History
oozes from every corner and the
opportunity to talk and chat with
these ‘Red Coat Heroes’ is
priceless.  We were very kindly
hosted by Maj (Retd) Malcolm

Smart MBE , who we would like to thank for an excellent tour .  A
trip we would all love to do again.

From January, RHQ will have skeleton manning to complete the
final disbandment activity , and on the 31 March 2010, the Regt
will formally disband.  Prior to that ther e will be a final
disbandment function for all past and pr esent serving members
of the Regt, their wives and partners on Satur day 20 February
from 1200hrs to 1600hrs at RHQ.  All are welcome and we look
forward to seeing as many people as possible to bid the Regt
farewell. 

LAD

In a busy transition period for the LAD we have seen 3 new
members arriving just before
disbandment.  Cfn Mudie of 5
Sqn, Cfn Vince Lawyer and Cfn
Smart both of 83 Sqn wer e all
welcome arrivals toward the end
of the year.  In our last few
months as an LAD, all efforts now
focus on the redistribution of
equipments for disposal or
transfer to other Regts, which is
no small task.  We have, however,
managed just to find time to play
71 Sig Regt at golf.  In which
SSgt Hawker , PSI LAD and Sgt
Stone led the way in thrashing
our opponents.  If only
disbandments were judged on
golfing skills!

The closure of the Regt has seen
Capt Murphy , OC LAD, transfer
to 71 Sig Regt, Sgt Stone , NRPS
Armr has been accepted into the
Royal Yeomanry and Sgt Carr oll ,
NRPS Stmn retires from the Army
after over 37 years of service as
both regular and NRPS.  We wish
them all the best in their new
ventures.  Maj (Retd) Malcolm Smart MBE escorting the visiting party in the

Chapel at the Royal Hospital Chelsea
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32nd (SCOTTISH) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
GLASGOW

CO Lt Col PT Donegan
RSM WO1 B Thor nton

NEWS FROM RHQ

Life has been particularly busy in the Regt over the past year.  All
of the new sub-units ar e finding their feet and the bonding
process (steady on – I said bonding) is well underway.  The first
Regimental RTW was held over the last weekend in November.  It
was well attended with ‘bags’ of morale and some quality
instruction on of fer.  The weekend was finished off in style with
the Regimental Soldiers’ Christmas dinner, complemented by
some excellent music from the Royal Signals (Northern) Band.  

The Regt has ended the year on a high with its involvement in a
UK Op, which has focussed all members on our cor e business.
We look forward to 2010 and to take on the final Sqn fr om
Northern Ireland, 69(NIH) Sig Sqn (V).  Having met the OC and
PSAO, it looks likely that there will be lively times ahead!    

52 (LOWLAND) SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj T McV ey
SSM WO2 K Swan

CATEGORY ONE RESPONDERS BRIEFING DAY – BLUE
LIGHT VISIT!

On Tuesday 22 September, the Officers and WOs of the Regt
visited Highland Council and Highlands and Islands Strategic Co-
ordinating Group (HISCG) to take part in a Category One
Responders Briefing Day.  The day consisted of a tour of
Highland Council’s Emergency Bunker followed by a Local
Authority Civil Contingencies briefing, lunch at Camer on Barracks
in Inverness then a tour of Northern Constabularies Force HQ and
a briefing on the Strategic Coor dinating Group (SCG).

This was all preceded by a scene setting brief conducted by OC
52 Sig Sqn on civil contingencies structur es and legislation in
Scotland.  This was quickly hijacked by Capt Mick ‘W oody’
Granitza to talk about fluvial flooding in the North east of
Scotland which with r ecent events seems extremely relevant after
events in Cumbria and Dumfries and Galloway.  

After Maj Iain Davidson had droned on about Flood Risk
Management, the group moved to Highland Councils Emer gency
Bunker on the next hill over from Cameron Barracks.  The Bunker
was originally constructed as a part of the UK Radar Defence
chain as a transit station and was taken over by the Local
Authority during Civil Defence times.  It is now used as the
Councils Emergency control Room
but still boasts CBRN airlocks and
decontamination areas – it also has
an interesting human based
contingency power supply (which is
pictured), although the council admit
that the two racing bikes fitted with
dynamos would only pr oduce
enough power for a light bulb or two
and that their generators and 50,000
litres of fuel may be more useful in
an emergency.

The councils emergency planning
manager Donald Norrie is an ex-
AAC officer and was good enough
to brief on Civil Contingencies fr om
a Local Authority point of view .  This
was extremely informative and

validated the briefing given by OC 52.  The parts which cover ed
the Civil Contingencies Act and the Military contribution to
resilience were of particular relevance.

The morning session finished with a tour of the bunker which had
some very interesting nooks and crannies including the radio
shack of the local RAYNET group.  Of particular interest was the
small museum featuring Royal Observer Corps artefacts – the
older members of the group particularly enjoyed the steel helmets
and the field telephones.

After lunch we visited Norther n Constabularies Force HQ which is
the permanent HQ of the Highlands and Islands Strategic
Coordinating Group.  Margar et McLennan and Sgt Robbie
Macgr egor from Force Emergency Planning hosted us and were
able to talk us through the fixed infrastructur e, format and ways
of working within the SCG.   We also had a tour of the facility and
an overview of how we may fit into the workings of the SCG.  The
visit was very interesting and informative, with the key lear ning
point being the dif fering points of view expr essed within the SCG.
As we could be supporting all of these agencies within a multi-
agency response it is vitally important for us to understand that
whilst we may use the same language, terminology and agr ee on
things, we aren’t always talking about the same thing!

33 (LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj R Fitzpatrick
SSM WO2 Hopkinson

THE CHANGING FACE OF 33 SIGNAL SQUADRON

These are the first Wire Notes from the newly formed ‘Souther n’
Sig Sqn that is 33 Sig Sqn.  The first thing to get used to is being
known as the “Souther n Sig Sqn”.  This is because our RHQ is
based up in Glasgow and we are in the North West of England,
so now we become Souther ners!  

Since notification of the disbandment of 33 Sig Regt and the
closure of 93 Sig Sqn, work has taken on a new dir ection as the
Regt goes through the throws of disbanding at the same time as
it works on the establishment of 33 Sig Sqn.  W e now sit with our
SHQ and 2 Tps in Huyton, with a detached Tp; 842 Tp in
Manchester, in the site of 42 Sig Sqn.  Changes to ORBAT and
the need to change trades for most of our soldiers has caused
considerable work for the Ops Team, headed by WO2(YofS) Tony
Murphy .  However with guidance fr om Glasgow this work in
ongoing, albeit almost in every dir ection and simultaneously! 

Offices are having to be designated, soldiers and of ficers
identified for transfer with the whole
transition going from one
organisation to another.  New lines
for Command are being developed
as we move from 42 (NW) Bde
across to 2 (NC) Sig Bde.  During
this time we have also been visited
by Comd 42 (NW) Bde, Brig Aldrige
as well as Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde,
Brig Hargr eaves.  One to say
goodbye and the other to say hello
and welcome!

During October our training nights
were somewhat curtailed as were
most of the TA, however, monies are
now back and training is continuing
at pace.  During November we all
moved up to Otterbur n to receiveRenewable energy at its best!
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initial training on the new equipments we will be using, and for
some it was a shock to find that Reebok wasn’ t only a make of
training shoes!  This was also the first time the Sqn could meet
up with the newly reorganised 32 Sig Regt.  Accents aside, that
of Jocks, Geordies, Scousers, Lancastrians et al, it all seemed to
go well, and as they say “English is a common language only split
by regional accents”!

During December more training has been taking place to
establish us in our new role and it is one that we relish.  On the
topic of r elish, (weak link) Christmas is close and the first 33 Sig
Sqn party is almost upon us, as well as the Childr en’s Party.
Both functions ar e being ably managed by Capt Bob Paterson
and his team of ‘event organisers’.  As for the New Year, we are
all looking forward to moving into of fices vacated by 33 Sig Regt,
as we spread our wings and rise like a phoenix from the ashes!

50 (NORTHERN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj A Black
SSM WO2 P Standing

LIFE IN THE NEW REGIMENT

Now that the dust has begun to settle, the Sqn is looking forwar d
to the challenges that the new r ole and equipments will bring.
Plans are well in hand to begin converting our AS Op(V) into CS
Op(V) in the new year.  We will hopefully begin to r eceive some of
our new equipment around that time as well.

The first chance for the Sqn to meet the Regt was the weekend
27/29 November at DTE Otterburn.  During the course of the
weekend everyone got up to date with their MA TTS and then had
to work together as teams to complete various dif ferent
command tasks.  All in all it was a successful weekend with the
multitude of dif ferent accents.  This did not stop everyone getting
along just fine, albeit with the SPSIs as translators.

The CO, RSM and Hon Col visited the Sqn for a drill night in
November, providing an opportunity for members of the Sqn to
brief the CO on the make up of his new Sqn and our str engths,
as well as hear about the future plans for the Sqn and the Regt
‘straight from the horses mouth’.  All in all, our guests left 50 Sqn
with a positive feel about their new Sqn.  The past 6 months have
been fairly testing times for all at 50 Sqn following the
announcement in May that 34 (N) Sig Regt (V) was to be drawn
down together with 33 Sig Regt (V), 35 Sig Regt (V) and HQ 12
Sig Gp (V).  The subsequent restructuring of Royal Signals TA
saw the re-titled 50 (Northern) Sig Sqn (V) re-subordinated to 32
Sig Regt (V) as part of 2 (NC) Sig Bde.  The new Sqn ORBAT has
an SHQ together with 834 Tp and 875 Tp in Darlington and 890
Tp in Hartlepool.  The Sqn consists largely of former members of
50 Sqn with the exception of 890 Tp which is almost exclusively
made up of ex-members of 90 Sqn SHQ and 741 Access Tp.

T day was set as 1 October 09 when the Sqn of ficially came
under command of 32 Sig Regt (V) though working links wer e
already well established by this time.  Further uncertainty was to
follow with the announcement of cuts to the T A training budget
though it was soon clarified that the UK Ops r ole would be a
saving grace before the policy U tur n saw the reinstatement of TA
funding.

Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde, Brig Hargr eaves, visited the Sqn on 8
December 09 during which he was briefed by the OC, Maj Andy
Black on issues arising following the re-subordination and re-
rolling of the Sqn.  After the briefing the Comd attended the Sqn
Christmas carol concert during which in his honour , the Royal
Signals (Northern) Band played the latest addition to their
repertoire, the Doctor Who theme.  Afterwards there was a pie
and pea supper which gave the Comd, an ex-CO of 34 (N) Sig
Regt (V), the opportunity to renew acquaintances and to meet
some of the younger soldiers.

The Sqn has had its fair share of promotions recently; SSgt Paul
Standing promoted to WO2 to take up appointment as SSM,

Cpls Dave Riches , Rob Allinson , Smudge Smith and Iain
Patterson all became Sgts and Sigs Andy Barr ett , Sarah
Stephenson , Sarah Orton , Darren Greatbatch are all now
LCpls.  Congratulations to you all.

51 (SCOTTISH) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj GP Gaw
SSM WO2 J Poulson (now Capt)

OP GIRAFFE 19 NOVEMBER – 10 DECEMBER 09

Op GIRAFFE is the title used for any UK Op involving flooding.
During the 16 – 19 November period, Cumbria, in particular the
towns of Cockermouth, Whitehaven and Keswick wer e badly
affected by the large amount of rainfall.  This resulted in the rivers
Cocker and Derwent breaking their banks and flooding the local
areas, including over 1300 homes.  The RF Bde 42 (NW) Bde
activated their Ops cell and moved into Pr eston 4 LANCS TAC.
On the evening of 19 November 09 the Regimental Ops team
were warned off that ICS Sp could potentially be r equired,
therefore the Regimental Ops cell was activated.  During the early
hours of 20 November, SSgt Nichol and WO2(FofS) Eaves
deployed down to the GOLD HQ, which was based at the Police
HQ in Penrith.  Their CST provided the JRLO (the military conduit)
with access onto the military network, both voice and data.  It
also provided Airwave radios.  

There were 2 IRTs deployed from 251 Sig Sqn.  One was based
at the FMB in Carlisle Castle, providing C2 for members of 39
Regt RA (Bde res) and one was held as a reserve in Stafford.  On
27 November, there were 4 members of the High Readiness
Reserve (HRR) called up and they relieved the det crew and
augmented the Ops staf f for the duration of the Op.  The initial
phase of the op came to a close on 23 November 09, with the
military assistance to the civil authorities no longer r equired for
the flood disaster management.

Newly promoted Sgts Allinson, Riches and Smith with the CO 

Sig Grice working hard!  
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The second phase of the op was called to support the
coordination of the military bridging task.  On 27 November
personnel were mobilised some from HRR and others from their
TA contracts. They were given an update on the situation and
prepared to deploy.  CST 321, crewed by SSgt Borland and Sig
Grice , deployed to Halton Training camp to pr ovide C2 at the
staging area and CST 322, crewed by Sgt Carr and Cpl Br own ,
deployed to Kohima TAC.  There job was to provide C2 to the
Engr CO.  The ensuing days were very busy in each location as
all of the engineering assets were moved up to Workington and
construction of the bridge started.  Once all vehicles and
equipments were in place, the manic period was over and the
HQs settled into a more structured routine.  CST 322 was then
stood down fr om the TAC and was held at R 12 NTM.  

The bridge was successfully built and opened to the public at
0800hrs on Monday 7 December 09.  CST 321 remained active
throughout and provided the vital safety and management C2 for
all of the vehicles as they staged back thr ough Halton and on to
their PTL.  On 9 December all of the dets were called back into
Glasgow and the equipment was completely tur ned around.  With
all personnel now safely back, the Ops cell was closed down and
all the TA personnel were demobilised fully on 10 December 09.

This was the first time HRR had been used on a UK Op and it
was proven to be an overall success, albeit with some teething
problems.  All members of the Regt who wer e involved in the op
found the experience challenging but extr emely rewarding.  They
completed the task in a pr ofessional manner and proved the Regt
has an operationally effective capability!   

ROYAL SIGNALS (NORTHERN) BAND

DOM   Capt T Milfor d
Band NRPS WO2 D Crowther

The Royal Signals (Northern) Band has continued to support
many Corps events and in June provided additional cover for the
Corps band during their Roulement tour at RMA Sandhurst.
Annual camp this year was based at Blandfor d where the band
took the lead for the Princess Royal Parade rehearsals and
Blandford Garrison Beating Retreat and Cocktail Party.  At the
RSA weekend, the band led the Princess Royal Parade, the
Sunday church service and the subsequent veterans’ parade.
The band received very high praise and excellent reviews for their
work over its first week of annual camp.  Many thanks go to the
Corps band for the use of their facilities and to Musn Jenny
Bonham who worked tir elessly to keep the band well water ed in
the bar.  The band has continued to support the local community
by way of charity events and fundraisers for the ABF, SSAFA, RBL
and also provided support to r egional RSA events.  The biggest
charity event was for the Army Benevolent Fund in September at
the impressive SAGE concert hall in Gateshead.  The band along
with the band of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers (TA) and local
cadets and soloists performed a varied pr ogramme of music to a

near capacity, very appreciative audience.  Worthy of a mention
was the contributions made by Sgt Tony Bertram (Vocals) and
Sgt ‘Jacko’ Jakstins (Penny Whistle) for their solo contributions
in “Hector the Her o” and LCpl Ian ‘Petal’ Pattison (Post
Horn/Kettle/Scooter) for The Huntsman. The Britain’s Got Talent
finalists “Irresistible” accompanied by the bands pr ovided some
glamour and a local Irish Dance troupe made an appearance to
tumultuous applause.  The show is now becoming an annual
event at the SAGE and this raised in excess of £15,000 and the
ABF will be putting on a similar show at the Gala Theatre,
Durham in January. 

The band continues to fulfil a busy engagement calendar under
increasing strain on Man Training Days (MTDs) for the TA.  Along
with the RSA weekend the band has taken on 2 TA and 1 Regular
Passing out Parades at ATR Pirbright.  The band led the Royal
Navy on a Freedom Parade for the ships company of HMS York
in June and performed at the annual Army in Yorkshire Festival in
July.  One of the other events on 1 Aug was sadly, the
Disbandment Parade of 34 (N) Sig Regt (V), where the band
performed a short beating r etreat and led the flag lowering
ceremony afterwards. 

The band recruiting is on the increase and welcomes the addition
of 4 new musicians so far this year, namely Musn Andy
Southgate , Musn Steve Clif for d, Musn Steve Holt and Musn
Chris Hopkinson .  Three further recruits are in the processing
stage and this will increase the manning level to 29 with
vacancies still existing for 2 x Cor nets, 2 x Trombone, 1 x Tuba
and 1 x Percussion.  The band would like to bid a fond far ewell to
Musn Tim Cull and Musn Matty McColl who have finally
reached their final “counter mar ch” with the TA.  Their
contribution to Army music over many years has been immense
and we wish them many more happy years of music making.
Congratulations go to our principal clarinet LCpl Allison Hall and
LCpl Ian Pattison on their recent promotion.  LCpl Ian Pattison
has also been appointed Drum Major in succession to our
recently retired, long serving Drum Major Steve W ard.  Due to
recent disbandment notifications, with ef fect from 1 October 09
the band will cease to be administer ed by 34 Sig Regt.  The band
has forged a close relationship with 34 Sig Regt since its
formation in 1967 and had the full support of the Regt when the
band lost its of ficial status in 1999.  The band will still be situated
at Bradford Armoury and will fall under the dir ect admin contr ol of
50 Sqn, 32 Sig Regt.  The new Band President will be Capt Chris
Fogarty , Adjt 32 Sig Regt. 

Amazing what you can do in 3 days, 1 hour and 37 minutes!

WO2 Dave Crowther proving that the rhythm has indeed got him!
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33r d SIGNAL REGIMENT 
MANCHESTER

CO Lt Col IN Hunter
RSM WO1(RSM) DK Icke

DISBANDMENT

It is fair to say that 33 Sig Regt has experienced a year that only
those who have been involved with the disbandment of a unit will
fully appreciate.  A mixture of challenges and emotions faced by
officers and soldiers, some of whom have dedicated many years
of their lives and TA careers to a very proud and professional
Regt.  The disbandment affects everybody, whether TA, NRPS,
civilian staff as well as Regular, and it is with sadness that many
that were not successful in finding a position in the new 33 Sig
Sqn (Opcom 32 Sig Regt), have had to transfer to another cap-
badge within the Bde AOR or call it a day and hang up the gr een
kit.  There will always be a proud history of 33 Sig Regt and a
long lasting camaraderie for the Regt and all that have served
within it.

The next edition of The Wire will be an opportunity for each Sqn
to say their farewells and till then the work goes on to ensur e that
the disbandment goes as smoothly as possible, and each
person’s circumstances are professionally dealt with; as well as
ensuring the new Sqn receives support in establishing itself and
taking on its new UK Ops role.

As we speak there is a lot of hard work to ensure we meet tasks
and deadlines.  The QM’s Dept under Capt Si McGaw and
WO2(RQMS) Andy Hayes are constantly busy with backloading
stores, closing TACs at Aintree and Runcorn and a million other
G4 tasks.  The Adjt, Capt Graham Dorrington , has eventually
ensured that every officer and soldier’s SJARs and OJARs are in
good order and is in top of all MS matters.  The Ops r oom has a
lively buzz of professionalism and enthusiasm with WO2(YofS)
Tony Murphy , the new Sqn Ops Officer, SSgt Joey McGuir e and
SSgt Paul Richar ds settling into their new r oles and
responsibilities.  WO1(RSM) Dougie Icke is noticeably happy
that the Regt is smart and pr ofessional and is busy organising a
‘Help for Heroes’ Concert at Liverpool Philharmonic Hall in
January that should raise over £25,000.  

OPS TEAM - by WO2(YofS) Tony Murphy

Ex SUMMER FALCON was a 2 week ex which started on 13 June
09 at Swynnerton Training Camp in Staffordshire.  The first week
consisted of military training and an extensive range package, as
well as command training for the WOs and Of ficers of the Regt.
At the beginning of the week, TA Regts from around the
Northwest were invited down to Swynnerton to show members of
the Regt that if not selected for the new Sig Sqn, ther e could still
be a number of great opportunities to serve in other Regts and
Corps in the Northwest.  Although very wet, the day pr oved to be
very successful and identified futur e prospects for all.

Week 2 of SUMMER FALCON 09 consisted of a Regimental move
from Swynnerton to Wathgill Camp in North Yorkshire.  This week
consisted of comms equipment training pr ovided by 2 (NC0 Sig
Bde using all the new UK Ops equipment the new Sig Sqn would
be using in the near future.  Once completed the Regt was split
into 2 groups; the first was to complete a 2 day package of
adventure training in and around the area that was to include
walking, kayaking and mountain biking.

The second group was to complete an ex that had been kept
secret for weeks, Ex BOMB BURST.  For the sake of secrecy a
false cover story was provided to all participating soldiers that
they would be carrying out a 3 day battlefield tour .  The real story
was that they were about to embark on a number of unusual
leadership tasks in groups of 3 all over the country.

On 14 June 2009 the first group from 33 Sig Regt were paraded
and told for the first time that they wer e about to embark on Ex
BOMB BURST.  The ex would require them to be split into teams
of 3, strip searched and given back only the civilian clothing they
were wearing, and their military identity car ds.  They would then
be provided with an of ficial letter describing the ex to any person
they may come across on their travels and a list of 35 tasks to be
completed.  The tasks ranged fr om swimming with sharks,
meeting a politician, flying an aeroplane and many more.
Photographic or video evidence was to be pr ovided of all
completed tasks.  Absolutely every task would r equire negotiation
with members of the public.  Everything fr om accommodation to
camera acquisition would r equire good negotiation and
confidence skills.  The teams were then put on a coach and
dropped at various city locations ar ound the country.

There were members of the Regt who had served for mor e than
20 years whose faces were an absolute delight when briefed with
the task ahead.  Each team was briefed to be back at Darlington
train station on Day 3 of the ex between 1200hrs and 1600hrs.
As this was the first group they were sworn to absolute secrecy
so that the next group could deploy as surprised as they wer e.

The Regimental Ops team knew that there had to have been
some leaks about the ex but hoped that the body sear ches for
money and hidden credit cards, sim cards and mobile phones
would alleviate this fact.  This is where we found that you can
trust no one in matters of survival.  The one person that you
would never expect to hide anything was a man of the cloth.  The
Padre was searched with other members of the Regt and found
to be clean as a whistle.  However, he must have either had a
divine message or just a hint of guilt, as he owned up to
possessing a load of money hidden inside the sole of his shoe.
The money was quickly taken away.  What this did for the second
group’s search regime you can only imagine!

The teams had an emergency contact number for a permanently
manned Ops Room and were told to ring in with curr ent location
and status each evening.  Every phone call provided
entertainment and excitement for the Ops r oom staff.

As with the first group the second was just as surprised when
told of the task ahead.  After a rather mor e rigorous search, they
were sent away to their respective areas of the country.  I have
served in the Army for over 20 years and have never had as much
pleasure in hearing the stories of each syndicate on return from
the ex.  No group slept in less than a 5 star hotel during their time
away and the sheer effort put into the tasks was exemplary .  One
member of the Regt was heard to say that the sheer kindness
and trust in them shown by members of the public had r eaffirmed
his faith in human kindness.  

SSgt ‘Grith’ Griffiths kissing a camel
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Ex BOMB BURST was a fitting way to show the dedication,
determination and sheer professionalism that each member of 33
Sig Regt has given to every ex, event and tour of duty.  Included
are just a few of the hundreds of photos br ought back fr om the
Soldiers, NCOs, SNCOs, and WOs of the Regt.  

DISBANDMENT PARADE - by WO1(RSM) Dougie Icke

On 26 September 09, 33 Sig Regt marched through the streets of
Huyton in a Disbandment Parade that allowed the Regt to
exercise its Freedom of Knowsley.  Members of the Regt formed
up at Huyton TAC for a hasty breakfast in the drill hall, in
readiness for the RSM’s Final Parade Rehearsal.  For those who
had attended the RSM’s Rehearsal the week prior at Altcar
Training Camp, there was a degree of confidence by of ficers and
soldiers whose weapon and swor d drill had reached a surprisingly
good level in a short space of time!  For those who arrived on the
morning of the 26th, requiring a ‘special RSM’s crash course in
rifle drill fitted with bayonet’; and for those few who arrived half
an hour before the coaches arrived, requiring the ‘extra special
RSM’s crash course in how to hold the rifle and how to ‘change
arms on the march’, there was extra special encouragement and
personal attention that made the ‘late comers’ feel valued and
special.  The RSM, WO1(SVWO) Kev Westall and WO2(SSM)
Kev Winfield were clearly enjoying themselves in their comfort
zones of drill; maybe a little too much.  The atmospher e, although
slightly rushed for some, was positive, fun (as drill can be) and
although a sad occasion, morale remained high.  On reaching the
form up point in Huyton Town Centre, the Regt continued to
practise and demonstrate their now immaculate drill movements,
clearly impressing the local crowd who had gather ed to watch
and there was a tangible feeling of pride and pr ofessionalism
amongst the Regimental officers and soldiers.  The Regt then
proceeded to march the route which was lined by supporters of
the Regt and local residents of Huyton and Merseyside who
kindly showed their appr eciation with encouraging messages and
applause.  The parade culminated with the Regt mar ching past a
saluting dais positioned at Huyton Civic Suite, with the salute
being taken by the Mayor of Knowsley and 42 (NW) Bde Comd,
Brig Aldridge CBE .  Special mention has to go to our dear
Padre Mike Newman , whose talent at remaining out of step,
despite a base drum beating and wor ds of command, br ought
only admiration from the RSM and all those present.   Luckily for
the Padre, who enjoys special popularity amongst all Regimental
personnel, he did finally manage to regain the step for the halt at
the end of the parade!  

Following the parade, all Regimental personnel and families were
hosted by the Mayor of Knowsley , with many VIPs in attendance,
in Huyton Civic suite.  The Mayor of Knowsley addr essed the
Regt and presented the CO, Lt Col Ian Hunter with a scroll to
commemorate the Right of Entry Parade.  The CO responded
with a fitting r eply and presented the Mayor with a customary
Royal Signals Jimmy.  There was a further speech, made by our

Hon Col, Col Ian Meadows OBE that was appropriate to the
occasion of the disbandment of a very fine Regt with a pr oud
history and a professional reputation.  Brig Aldridge then
presented WO1(SVWO) Kev Westall with his overdue framed
warrant that now sits pr oudly in his living room (or was it
downstairs loo?), and Reserve Service Medals to WO1(SVWO)
Kev Westall , Cpl Pete Hutchinson , Cpl Stu Gr een and Cpl Lee
Smith .  The Regt then relocated back to Huyton TAC for a
Disbandment Party, which had been arranged by OC 55 (HQ) Sig
Sqn, Maj Tony McFarlane .   This had been compared to the
preparations for the Normandy Landings.   Indeed the party was
extremely well organised and allowed the Regt to enjoy the
company of friends and family and celebrate the pr oud history of
the Regt, while allowing reflection on a sad, yet proud day.  The
party culminated in a spectacular fir eworks display, with “33
Signal Regiment Volunteers” lit up in flames that br ought a tear to
the eye of many who were there.  The block of flats that overlook
the TAC seemed to enjoy the firework display too, judging by the
number of lights that wer e turned on, or spectators who
appeared on balconies.  However one nameless soldier remarked
that over the years he had on occasion been on the r eceiving end
of incoming (indirect fire) golf balls from a small minority of young
locals, so it was nice to have a ‘fir e mission’ of our own for a
change.  

33rd (LANCASHIRE & CHESHIRE) SERGEANTS’ MESS 

SUMMER BALL - by SSgt Ritchie Turnbull

The theme for the Sgts Mess Summer Ball 2009 held at Huyton
TAC was ‘Heroes and Villains’.  The organiser this year was SSgt
Ritchie T urnbull , who had been persuaded while stuck on a ski-
lift with the RSM on the r ecent PS ski trip to France, that
volunteering for PMC Summer Ball was a good idea.  The event
took on a great deal of importance due to the disbandment of the
Regt and the hard work that was put in by SSgt Turnbull and his
committee was rewarded by excellent attendance and impr essive
efforts in the costume department.  The evening started with a
champagne reception, photographs, a hog spit-r oast and BBQ
and then we were entertained by a superb 7 piece party band
and a disco that ran into the early hours.  During the evening,
mess members competed for the ‘longest surf ’ on a bucking surf
board machine; the winner being Sgt Kev Hesketh and a
shooting gallery prize was won by SSgt Joey Maguir e.  Best
fancy dress went to Sgt Phil Jones , and runners up were SSgt
Carl Davies and Sgt Cas Caswell .  WO1(RSM) Icke as ‘Ming
the Merciless’ felt cheated as his costume and dance moves
were arguably awesome and Sgt Hesketh was also seen to
display impressive dance moves that were discovered to be the
result of earlier dance lessons as a young child where he had
shown promise at ballet, moder n jazz and tap dancing.

CHRISTMAS BALL - by SSgt Joey McGuire

The decision was made early on in the year that the WO and Sgts
Mess should hold one final bash for all curr ent and past Mess
Members.   Unfortunately due to constraints within the Regt, the
PMC, SSgt Joey McGuir e could only go public with the format of
the event the week before, and some things even on the day of it
taking place! There was never a doubt however that the
Christmas Ball should go ahead with the normal high standar ds
expected of the Sgts Mess – so no pr essure PMC!

The PMC quickly got his committee together , ‘quickly’ being the
word as Sgt Hesketh and Sgt Steve George stood up to the
mark and set the ball rolling.  The evening’s meal was down to
some fantastic planning by our r esident Gordon Ramsay, Sgt
Paul Fahey expertly assisted by Sig Skelton . The evening’s
entertainment was provided by “The Lassy Band” who tur ned out
some fantastic music.  The normal DJ was tasked with getting
everybody on the dance floor and ther e was a caricaturist who
created some unusually familiar looking blokes and disappointed
any ladies hoping for a portrait that complimented their natural
beauty!  The end of the evening also saw some decent karaoke
performances from WO1(RSM) Icke , Sgt Phil Jones and the
potential X-Factor candidates, SSgt Johny Conlon and Sgt

Cpl Mattie Riley and Cpl Tommy Turner meeting the Prime Minster
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Colin McCallum. After 40 years dedicated service in the TA and
climber of Scottish Munr os, Sgt McCallum would certainly win
over the audience, as long as you allowed him a few beers first to
warm him up and released him when you see the mischievous
look in his eye that he is known for!

The evening saw all current and past Mess Members eat, drink
and made to look not so happy by the caricaturist!  The Sgts
Mess Christmas Ball was a great night for all those who attended,
and it was fitting that although the Regt is disbanding, that the
Sgts Mess was there to the end!    

36th (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
CAMBRIDGE

CO Lt Col M Lansdown TD
RSM WO1(RSM) I Conlan

36 (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT DISBANDMENT PARADE
PENALLY CAMP THURSDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2009

Led by Lt Col Mike Lansdown TD , the formal disbandment of 36
Sig Regt took place on Thursday 17 September 2009 at Penally
Camp, Tenby – the culmination of their final camp.

The Disbandment Parade took place in the pr esence of Brig
David Hargr eaves, Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde, Maj Gen (Retd)
Seumas Kerr CBE , Hon Col 36 Sig Regt and Sir Nicholas
Bonsor (Bt) Hon Col 60 (RBH) Sig Sqn. 

The Address was given by The Rever end David Eaton MBE ,
Chaplain, 36 Sig Regt and the lesson was read by Sgt Maj Ian
Bland .  An Honour Guard of 7 witnessed the final lowering of the
Regt’s flag and Last Post was sounded by Maj Andy Higgs from
Oxfordshire ACF.

Addressing the parade, Brig Hargr eaves congratulated the men
on the standard of their tur nout and drill and for what had been a
first class parade in the tradition of 36 Sig Regt.  He said that the
decision to disband the Regt had been a har d one to take but the
Regt should celebrate its achievements of the last 42 years.  36
Sig Regt had supported the Army on ops, in training and had
played an important role in social and community engagement.  

Brig Hargr eaves told the Parade: “Be thankful for serving in 36
and whether re-badging, joining another Signals unit or hanging
up their boots everyone should look forwar d to their new roles.”  

He concluded: “36 will live on in our thoughts and memories and
in our actions” and asked Lt Col Lansdown to lead the Parade in
a final round of three cheers for the Regt.

MEDAL PARADE RECOGNISES ALMOST 80 YEARS OF
VOLUNTARY SERVICE IN CAMBRIDGE – 22 SEPTEMBER
2009

Almost 80 years of service has been recognised at a medal
parade for members of the 36 Sig Regt based at the Cambridge
TAC on Coldhams Lane. The medal parade took place at Penally
Training Camp, near Tenby where the Regt were on annual camp.

Three members of the Regt received the Volunteer Reserve
Services Medal (VSRM) and SSgt Martin Royle , SPSI received
the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (LS&GC).  Receiving
the VSRM were: WO Norma Miller -Kight from Chesterton, SSgt
Steven Hill from Bishops Stortfor d and SSgt Trevor Webb from
Ramsey.  Norma and Steven have 22 years service each and
Trevor 20 years. 

The medals were presented by the Regt’s Hon Col, Maj Gen
(Retd) Kerr who said: “Presenting medals to members of 36 Sig
Regt has been a very special occasion.  I congratulate all of you
on your outstanding service and the sacrifice that you have made
for your Country.” 

Three cheers for the Regiment!

36 Signal Regiment marches off

SSgt Trevor Webb with WO Norma Miller-Kight, SSgt Steven Hill
and SSgt Martin Royle
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54 (EAST ANGLIAN) SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj LJC Scott
SSM WO2(SSM) L Bland

We now prepare for the end of an era as a Sqn but the ethos lives
on in 854 (East Anglian) Sig Tp, the new Tp formed from the
soldiers of 54 Sp Sqn.  The Tp is now well manned and pr epares
itself to become fully operational in support of UK Ops as part of
45 (E) Sig Sqn.   

We had an excellent Annual Camp which in Penally, Wales.  This
was an enjoyable final training event as a Sqn and provided
military leadership and challenging adventurous training to all.  

We congratulate Lt Mike Chapman as the new Tp Comd and
SSgt Joe Raine as Tp SSgt; we wish them and the Tp all the
very best for the future and thank them for their loyalty and
support during their time with the Sqn.  Thanks also go to Capt
Tony Dale the PSAO who has been a major asset in
administering the Sqn.

The handover of the Sqn personnel from Maj Les Scott to Lt
Mike Chapman took place on the evening of 30 September 09.
The OC thanked the Sqn for their dedication and pr ofessionalism,
which was evident thr oughout everything the Sqn has achieved
since becoming a Sp Sqn.  The Sqn spirit will live on in 854 Sig
Tp.  
Having revealed himself as a bugler on Remembrance Sunday,
Sig Morris joined with the Histon and Impington branch of the
British Legion on Wednesday 11 November.  At the appointed
hour, while paraded around the memorial, Last Post was
sounded.  On hearing the bugle, even a local bus driver and his
passengers pulled over to join in the moment of silence, during
which you could have heard a pin drop.  With the sounding of
Reveille, the world returned to its normal pace and the Legion
members to their normal busy lives.

Maj Scott hands over to Lt Chapman as 54 Sp Sqn reforms as
854 Sig Tp

Sig Morris of RHQ Cambridge with members of the British Legion
Histon and Impington Branch on 11 November

38th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
SHEFFIELD

CO Lt Col AJ Parsons
RSM WO1(RSM) AJ Wyatt

FAREWELLS

Since the last issue we have said farewell to two of the Regt’ s
WO2s, WO2 Jo Hartwell and WO2 Phil Horton .  Both of them
have been posted to Regional Training Centres (RTC).  WO2
Hartwell has joined 49 (East) Bde RTC at Waterbeach and WO2
Horton has joined 15 (North East) Bde RTC at Strensall.

We wish them both well in their new posts
where they will be training TA recruits,
thereby raising the profile of the Corps and
38 Sig Regt to impressionable young recruits
in these TA Phase 1 training establishments.

CONGRATULATIONS

On 3 November 09, the Regt was visited by
GOC Theatre Troops, Maj Gen Bruce
Brealey, late RA, and during his visit he was
kind enough to agree to present our REME
SPSI, SSgt Robert ‘Boggie’ Marsh with his
Long Service & Good Conduct Medal

SSgt Marsh joined the Army as a REME
Vehicle Mechanic in 1992 and has served
primarily in Germany.  He has undertaken op
tours in Bosnia, Kosovo, NI and twice in Iraq.
On the second tour, SSgt Marsh was an

Artificer SSgt in the LAD of 1 RHA.  On this tour he went out the
front gates of the COB only once, but was successful in attracting
the attentions of an IED.  Fortunately he was in a Mastiff vehicle
and was uninjured.  However, as a result of this he was banned
from going outside the wir e again and was classed as a jinx.

SSgt Marsh has completed 17 years service and is currently
serving as 38 Sig Regt’s LAD SPSI in Sheffield.  We were
delighted that his wife Maxine and their 2 sons, Joel and Leon ,
were at the presentation.

REGIMENT REORGANISATION
- by SSgt(FofS) Jim Powell

Many changes to the Regt’s structure have
occurred within my first 6 months in 38 Sig
Regt. With the rebalancing of manpower
across the TA, 46 Sig Sqn and 93 Sig Sqn
are being disbanded and this pr ocess will
be completed by 31 Mar ch 10.  On the
other side of the coin, the Regt has taken
on 3 additional Sqns and these are 1 Sig
Sqn, 2 Sig Sqn and 41 Sig Sqn, increasing
its TA establishment by 67% fr om 361 to
604.

1 Sig Sqn which is still based in Bletchley
formally had many Regular soldiers
incorporated within it.  The Regular element
has now been removed to form a new Sqn

known as 299 (SC) Sig Sqn.  Both the newly
GOC Theatre Troops, Maj Gen Brealey,
presenting the LS&GC to SSgt Marsh
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formed 1 Sig Sqn (V) and 299 (SC) Sig Sqn remain in Bletchley
sharing many of the camp’s facilities between them.

All of the new Sqns have unique roles within the Royal Signals
and these roles are LOCK for 1 Sig Sqn, LFFB for 2 Sig Sqn and
Lanward for 41 Sig Sqn.  64 Sig Sqn which r emains within the
Regt will take on half of the LOCK assets from 1 Sig Sqn.

New equipment coming into the Regt has r esulted in it changing
its role from UK Ops to Strategic Comms.  In the Regt’ s previous
role all Sqns were located in the north or north Midlands of
England.  However the new ORBAT now means that the Regt
stretches from north east Scotland to south London.  The
geographical spread poses many challenges to the Regt
including how to carry out collective training, as well as admin
tasks.

In additional to holding specialist comms equipment, the Regt will
also have a large pool of Bowman platforms and man packs.
While Bowman has been taught to Regular soldiers for 5 years, it
is relatively new to operators within the TA.  This in itself is an
additional challenge as 10 soldiers from 1 and 64 Sig Sqns must
be Bowman trained by 31 Mar ch 10 in order to meet IOC.  In
order to meet this deadline, 4 Bowman training weekends have
been programmed into the training year which will culminate in a
CO’s test ex over the weekend 20 – 21 February 10.

Trying to retrain the TA for their new role, restructuring the Regt’s
equipment, carrying out trials on new equipment to be br ought
into service and preparing for the inevitable inspections, such as
RSIT and ECI, in numerous different geographic locations – we
are present in 11 TACs – may seem as a mammoth task, and the
recent ‘on the bus, of f the bus’ with the funding of T A training has
only exasperated the task.

As this is the first time I have served with the TA, I was
completely unaware of the TA roles before my arrival.  However, it
has only taken a short period of time for the r ealisation to set in
that TA soldiers bring many valuable skills from their civilian
employment to the Army.  These skills include a raft of IT
qualifications, personnel, pr oject management and authorised
inspectorates.

The Regt has been extremely fortunate that one of the serving TA
soldiers was involved with the civilian or ganisation which initially
developed LOCK. By using his expertise many of the pr oblems
which could have been encounter ed during equipment training
and maintenance have been overcome.

It has only been through the dedication and enthusiasm of the T A
personnel that the Regt has been able to pr ogress from a UK Ops
role to Strategic Comms in such a short time.  Even when the
funding for TA training was in question, many of the TA soldiers
still devoted their time for fr ee to ensuring the Regt’s transition
could still be conducted.

Although my doubts and frustrations about serving in a T A Regt
were initially obvious to everyone I came across, I would
recommend that any soldier considers a posting to a T A Regt,
especially those just about to finish the FofS course. It has
allowed me to not only develop my own personnel skills but also
to see first hand what the TA has to offer.

46 (HALLAMSHIRE) SUPPORT SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj JM Hattersley
SSM WO2(SSM) A Medley

The first training for 46 Sp Sqn after the MTD budget cuts and
their subsequent re-instatement was the Remembrance Parade in
Sheffield. There was an excellent turnout both for 46 Sp Sqn and
the Royal British Legion.

It was an earlier start for some than other on Remembrance Day
and SSgt(SQMS) Karl Shaw , SSgt Steve Gillespie and Sgt Ray
Boulton were down in the city centr e early in the morning to

conduct a security sweep and to maintain Shark W atch while the
barriers were erected and the marching areas near the Cenotaph
were prepared.  At the same time our chefs, Sgt Ann Gibson ,
Sgt Mark Adams and Pte Emma Pryor were working full steam
ahead in the kitchen preparing a lunch for the civic dignitaries
who would be our guests after the parade.

Initially the weather appeared kind to us, so with the tr oops under
the comd of the WO2(SSM) Andy Medley joined the troops from
64(City of Sheffield) Sig Sqn to form the 38 Sig Regt  Sheffield
Station parade contingent.  Once inspected, the tr oops were
sized off ready for a parade practice. The troops ranged from the
experienced down to raw r ecruits with very little drill experience,
so getting it together pr oved to be harder than anticipated, but
eventually it happened and we were all ready for the day.

Unfortunately, as the Parade marched on to the Cenotaph, the
dark clouds appeared, bringing with them a gentle shower .
Despite the weather, the larger than normal crowd cheered and
applauded as never before, giving us all a sense of pride at
representing those unable to be there with us.  

By the time we halted and advanced into position the heavens
had opened. The veterans marched on and standard bearers
surrounded the Cenotaph.  Once in position, the 2 mins silence
was initiated by a maroon.  Despite it continuing to pour with rain
the whole parade held fast and it seemed to add an extra sense
of meaning to it all, like tears for our fallen heroes both past and
now present.  

After the parade, the majority of our tr oops felt that the service
this year meant so much more, a feeling felt not just in Sheffield,
but across the whole country.

The crowd attending was twice the size of last year .  It was a sea
of individuals, some hidden under umbr ellas, but others, like the
troops braved the rain remembering both those who had gone
before and those currently serving on ops.  Everyone stood in
silent respect, with many wiping away tears and rain befor e their
voices were raised for the hymn and prayers. The next act was
the laying of wreaths on the cenotaph. Our CO, Lt Col Andr ew
Parsons , laid the wreath on behalf of the Regt.

The wreath-laying was followed by the parade mar ching past the
cenotaph, saluting the fallen with an eyes right.  The general
public again showed their r espect with mor e cheers and applause
for all on parade, the veterans, the military contingents and the
various uniformed youth organisations.

Having marched off, we returned to the Manor Top TAC where we
were welcomed back by the tr oops we had left behind to pr ovide
the Centre’s Gate Guard.  There was just time for a quick tur n
around time as we completed the pr eparation for the civic
reception.

The Adjt, Capt Ian ‘T omo’ Thompson , and the RSM, WO1(RSM)
Andy Wyatt , welcomed the principal guests and intr oduced them
to their nominated hosts. The Lor d Lieutenant for South
Yorkshire, Mr David Moody , and Mrs Moody were hosted by the
Regt 2IC, Maj Andy Powell ; the Lord Mayor of Sheffield and the
Lady Mayoress, Cllr Graham Oxley and Mrs Oxley were hosted
by the Ops Major, Maj Al Higgins ; the President of Sheffield
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Mr Mick T ovey and Mrs
Tovey were hosted by the RAO, Maj Steve Rose ; the High
Sherriff of South Yorkshire, Mrs Helena Muller and Mr Muller
were hosted by the Regt’s newly appointed Ops Of ficer, Capt
Stuart McHener ey while the senior South Yorkshire Police guest,
Chief Superintendent Paul Br oadbent and Mrs Br oadbent
were hosted by the QM(V), Capt (QM) Gary Cundy .  Other troops
and welcome guests gathered in the relevant Messes reminiscing
on past times.

The Sqn Chefs showed their usual expertise by serving an
excellent lunch of chicken curry or beef str oganoff with rice and
various side dishes, for which they r eceived much praise. Well
done again the chefs!
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1 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj MC Fisher
SSM WO2(SSM) MJ Gott

REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND 7 – 8 NOVEMBER 09 
- by LCpl William Nichols

Over the past few months ther e has been a lot of uncertainty over
training and the Sqn’s future. First we joined 38 Sig Regt, then
training was cancelled for 6 months.  However , one thing was
certain, 1 Sig Sqn would be mar ching through the streets of
Bletchley, Banbury and Rugby on Remembrance Sunday.

891 (Warwickshire) Sig Tp arrived at the TA Centre on the
Saturday morning to shake out the cobwebs and practise the art
known as Drill.  We formed up for our kit to be inspected by
SSgt(SPSI) Dave Knowler .  There were, of course, the usual
excuses such as ‘my parade kit’ s at home and I’ll be wearing that
tomorrow’ ringing out amongst members of the Tp to excuse
boots that wer e not shiny enough, or creases not sharp enough.

This was followed by a briefing on the weekend’ s programme
during which we wer e given the bad news that there would be
another silent drill competition, and that it be har der than in
previous years. Once the inspection and briefing wer e finished,
we set off, practising our marching skills around the yard.  Within
no time at all we had settled in to it and all was going well.  After
a while SSgt(SPSI) Knowler took 2 new recruits out of the squad
to give them extra lessons in order to bring them up to speed
while SSgt Martin W alton took the rest of us for more drill.

At that point it was time for the silent drill competition briefing.
SSgt(SPSI) Knowler went through the competition and each of
the drill movements required before we were split into 2 teams.
Team 1 was led by me, LCpl William Nichols and Team 2 was
led by Sgt Michelle Carvell .  After an hour’s hard practice, the
competition was held and despite much merriment over their final
halt, when the rear half of the team halted earlier than the front
half, it was won by Team 1, possibly because of Teams 2’s
unsuccessful attempt to do an about tur n at the halt. On that
high, it was time to call it a day and head home.

The following morning saw the Tp turning up bright and early in
their best pressed kit, with poppies in ber ets and medals shining
proudly on chests. The parade formed up, with HMS Tireless
taking the lead, and the ATC bringing up the rear, with the ACF
band in the middle.  We marched out of the TAC and through the
streets of Rugby to the War Memorial Gates, with people lining
the route and Sgt Carvell doing her PFT practice by running the
route to halt the traf fic for the parade.

We formed up at the War Memorial Gates for the service with
hundreds of citizens coming to r emember the fallen and those
currently serving overseas. When it was time for the wreath-laying
the whole Tp stood with baited br eath hoping that Sig Owen
Stokes would be able to hang the wr eath without dr opping it.  

Luckily the whole parade went well and we wer e forming up once
again to march past the Gates and back thr ough the middle of
Rugby to the TAC where our resident chef, SSgt Charlie W alker ,
had prepared an excellent meal for the Tp and for any guests
who came back.

2 (CITY OF DUNDEE AND HIGHLAND) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj B Williams
SSM WO2(SSM) W D Smith

Since the last Wire contribution fr om 2 Sig Sqn many of the Royal
Signals TA ORBAT changes have taken place and we are
amongst those.  I am delighted to r eport that 851 (Highland) Sig
Tp from Aberdeen, formerly 51 Sig Sqn of 32 Sig Regt has
merged with 2 Sig Sqn and that we in tur n have merged into the
new 38 (SC) Sig Regt.

These are challenging times for the TA as a whole but I am
confident that we will move forwar d viewing these mergers as
new opportunities and maximising the advantages of being a part
of a unit footprint that str etches from Aberdeen in the north to
Coulsdon, Surrey in the south.

Already we have exercised with our fellow Scottish Highland
Signallers and although the weather was “dr eich” the spirits wer e
high – Certa Cito.

EXERCISE MERCURY BACHARRIS

The Sqn had trained together in Gordon Barracks during October ,
where Bowman training and detachment drills wer e the order of
the day. That was a dim and distant memory however when we
undertook LFFB training at RM CONDOR in Arbroath during
November when the weather was only fit for fish. The combined
members of the Sqn were in determined mood however, and
despite the howling wind and lashing rain, they appr oached the
weekend with an open mind and a happy smile.

Our Ops SSgt(V), SSgt Kev McLean , the Sqn’s Flight Control
Officer, was tasked with delivering the training and accomplished
a minor miracle by getting anything pr oductive out of the whole
2½ days. The guys responded well to the challenge and for those
who had never seen, let alone played on the LFFB system, the
experience wasn’t bad at all – we think!

The SSM, WO2(SSM) Billy Smith , demonstrated his usual
tenacity in teaching the wonderful world of the Haacon jack lifting
system and ensured that everyone knew the consequences of not
getting it right – not for the squeamish is all that needs saying.

The weekend also had a ‘small’ social adventur e to the
metropolis known as Arbroath, which lifted spirits in time for
Round 2 the next day.  All in all, it was a good ex which had a
little something in it for everyone.  We look forward is to doing it
all again in March 2010 – without the rain please!

41 (PRINCESS LOUISE’S KENSINGTON) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj J Fensome
SSM SSgt S May

OPERATIONS

The Sqn is pleased to welcome home Capt Justin ‘Lucky’ Harris
from Op HERRICK. Originally he mobilised as Tp Comd of the
Balkan Sigs Tp but that task’ s early draw-down left him open to
new offers and he was quickly snapped up to deploy to Op
HERRICK to work as a staff officer in JFCIS.

2 Sig Sqn members can’t believe it’s not raining!
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDA Y 8 NOVEMBER 09

The Sqn parades at 3 locations on Remembrance Sunday:
Coulsdon, Kingston with a r epresentation at Kensington and
Chelsea.  This year the Sqn paraded 46 soldiers between the
Boroughs that we support and they wer e proud to contribute to
their local Remembrance services.  In particular, it was moving to
see the large number of youth groups and organisations who
joined the end of the parade for the mar ch past the War Memorial
at Coulsdon; the parade being led by of ficers and soldiers from
SHQ Tp, Juliet Tp and Kilo Tp of 41 Sig Sqn.  

A particular note for ef fort to attend should go to LCpl Samantha
Murkin who stepped of f a transatlantic flight that mor ning yet still
managed to travel across London in time to join the Sqn for this
important parade.

THE LORD MAYOR’S SHOW 2009 
- by LCpl Samantha Murkin and Sig Rebecca Ibrahim

Every November we participate in the Lord Mayor’s Show in the
City of London. This year was especially exciting for us because
we had the Royal Signals White Helmets riding directly in front of
us during the parade.

Despite the bad weather, we all set off at the start of the
procession in high sprits.  Luckily the weather did not deter the
crowd’s excitement or attendance.  When marching past the
livelier sections of spectators, it became obvious that Sgt Ian
‘Huggie Bear’ North was becoming the main attraction with the
fairer members of the crowd.

Cpl Dave ‘Pumba’ Nielsen-von Reitzig was driving our Lanward
while the rest of the troops were patrolling alongside with
weapons and Bowman man packs.  With the wind blowing as
hard as it was, the antennas seemed to have a mind of their own.
Sig Rebecca ‘Ibo’ Ibrahim demonstrated this as she patr olled
along the street with the radio, especially when she spotted her
family in the crowd and managed to give them quite a fright with
her antenna.  Meanwhile LCpl Danny Paulino , who has just
come home from Op TELIC 13, proudly walked with the r est of
the Sqn in his desert combats.  Welcome home mate.

With the White Helmets in front of us, we were able to see their
repertoire of daring tricks, which we all wanted to have a go at.
However, they soon joined in the Box Body once the heavens
opened.  During this interval Sigs John Corfield , Chris
Mendes , Stephen Bridger and Dave Vearncombe were
enjoying their company while LCpls Raymond ‘Obi-wan’
Obedencio and Robert Young showed them that the members
of 41 don’ t hold back on food!

PROMOTIONS

We are very pleased that the hard work of Cpl Funmi Osho was
recognised by her recent promotion to Cpl.  Cpl Osho re-
badged from Royal Signals to RAMC 2 years ago and has used
that time to push her new military car eer forward at full speed,
so much so that she is now a CMT Class 1.  Cpl Osho is an
excellent example to her peers of what can be achieved with
hard work and dedication.

64 (CITY OF SHEFFIELD) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj KM Flanagan TD
SSM WO2(SSM) T Grant

REMEMBRANCE DA Y NOTTINGHAM  8 NOVEMBER 2009

While the Sheffield and Leeds member of 64 Sig Sqn (V) paraded
in their respective cities, an early start at our Lenton TA Centre in
Triumph Road, Nottingham ensured that all soldiers of 887 Tp (V)
had time to give their uniforms a final pr essing and to give their
boots a final polish befor e the Tp Comd, Capt Car olyn Ryan-
Gilbank , gave them a final inspection prior putting themselves on
display in front of the public.

This was followed by the necessary sizing drill to ensur e that a
well-formed and pr esented squad would be parading. This was
swiftly followed by several r ehearsals outside to ensure that all
soldiers knew the format of the event and wor ds of command
that would be used. Once everyone was happy that they knew
the format it was on to the buses to deploy into Nottingham City .

Once we arrived at the Embankment, Capt Ryan-Gilbank and
the Tp SSgt, Bal Ross , set off to recce the area and to locate the
Parade Commander. Meanwhile the rest of the Tp grabbed the
chance to avail themselves of a hot drink at a very well utilised
café and a last minute stop at one of the many portaloos that the
Council had kindly pr ovided.

Just as the Parade Commander was about to brief all the
contingent representatives, the heavens opened - what timing!
The Parade Commander valiantly pressed on with his orders,
getting soggier and soggier by the minute – the or ders that is, not
the Parade Commander! Once he had duly finished informing the
soldiers of the order of march, the rain stopped. What impeccable
timing.

All local units were well represented on the Parade which this
year was extremely well supported by the local population. The
Pipers were an amazing sight and their music was rather
evocative.  Once the parade had finished it was back on the
buses to return to our TAC for a much needed hot lunch of curry
or stroganoff and even a vegetarian option, all of which had been
prepared by LCpl Sara Dyche of 46 Sig Sqn.  Many thanks,
Chef, it was well received.

93 (EAST LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj RA Fitzpatrick
SSM WO2(SSM) SB Hopkinson

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF TA SERVICE

In order to mark the 40th Anniversary of the Sqn, a ‘Past and
Present All Ranks Dinner’ was held at The Barracks in Canterbury
Street on Saturday 24 October 09.  The Barracks was originally

the home of the Lancashire Rifle
Volunteers and dates back 140 years
to 2 October 1869.

The Dinner was hosted by the OC,
Maj Robin Fitzpatrick , with 78
former members of the Sqn, some
from as long ago as 1969 joining
current members to celebrate this
memorable occasion. Also in
attendance were the Hon Col of 38
Sig Regt, Col John Haywar d, and
the CO, Lt Col Andr ew Parsons .
The Dinner was set in the main Drill
Hall surrounded by photographic
memorabilia for all to reminisce over.

The Sqn was formed on 28 October
69 and since 1995 its Territorial
members have seen operational

service in Northern Ireland, Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq and most
recently, in Afghanistan. The main role of the Sqn is UK Ops in
support of the blue light emer gency services during civil
contingencies that arise; such as pr oviding comms support
during the Carlisle floods in 2007.

In addition, the Sqn has always been active in its r ole within the
local community thr ough its support to the Royal British Legion,
the War Graves Commission, Blackburn College, Lancashire ACF
and Blackburn’s Sea Cadets and its fund raising activities for
local charities, such as the East Lancashire Hospice.

Recently the decision was taken to disband the Sqn under the
recent restructuring of TA Royal Signals and it will formally
disband on 31 March 10.

The 40th Anniversay cake
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Past and present members get together

39th (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
BRISTOL

CO Lt Col CM Lankester TD
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Lithgow

SUPPORT (NORTH SOMERSET YEOMANRY) SQUADRON-
BRISTOL

OC Maj P Smith
SSM WO2(SSM) C Jones

Despite the TA In-Year Savings Measures, morale has remained
high and attendance for Drill on the training nights prior to
Remembrance remained undiminished.  This was due in no small
part to the enthusiasm of the SPSI, SSgt Chris Cant , the
willingness of the Sqn’s officers and SNCOs, and the loyalty and
spirit of comradeship of our soldiers.  It is dif ficult to assess
whether this would have lasted indefinitely in the following
months, as uncertainty and lack of opportunity to run inter esting
and diverse training might have led to a decline in numbers.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDA Y - by Capt Dave Davies

On Saturday 7 November, word filtered down that ther e had been
a change in the In-Year Savings Measures policy and more TA
training would now be paid for .  Those attending the final dress
rehearsal for Sunday’s parade saw this news as an added bonus
and it certainly lifted everyone’s spirits.

All the drill training paid of f on the big day.  The contingent
representing 39 Sig Regt was approximately 50 strong,
commanded by Maj Phil Smith , ably supported by WO2(SSM)
Chris Jones .   

Despite unfamiliar words of command fr om the Naval Parade
Commander and the odd ‘foot shuf fling’ drill of the Royal Navy
and Royal Marines, the Sqn, which was part of a combined
contingent comprising of ficers and soldiers from 93 and 57 Sqns,
performed to the highest standar d. There were 3 bands marching,
each playing to a dif ferent beat.  This confusion and the echoes
from buildings and str eets along the route were very off putting,
but thanks to the pr evious training by the PSI and SSM and the
number of ‘ammo’ boots on parade, the step rar ely slipped.

Following the parade, all ranks were joined by relatives and
partners, and some ‘old comrades’ for a buf fet lunch at Horfield
TAC.

EXERCISE WESSEX BRUNEL - by Capt Dave Davies

This was the final weekend ex for 2009 and was run as a joint 93
Sp and 57 Sig Sqn weekend, planned jointly by both Sqn SPSIs,
SSgt Chris Cant and SSgt Sean Kelly .  Saturday was C1
adventurous training.  This was organized by SSgt Kelly and took
place at Max Events at Henbury in the Bristol ar ea. Members of
both Sqns had a great time taking part in activities such as rage
buggies, quad biking, clay pigeon shooting, ar chery and paint
ball.

Maj Smith leading the Remembrance Parade Cpl Morris quad biking
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Suitably tired, bruised and mud spatter ed, all ranks returned to
Horfield TAC for the traditional Christmas Dinner, served by the
officers and WOs of both Sqns to the SNCOs and ORs.  A
traditional Christmas menu, cooked by our chefs Sgt ‘Ski’
Stawr owski and Cpl Andy Badman , was greatly appreciated by
all. The evening finished with an all ranks disco in the ‘Jimmy
Club’. 

Sunday was the final chance for all personnel to complete their
MATT training and certification. Cpl Luke Cemlyn ran the PFT
stand, the 2IC gave presentations on Security, Health and Safety,
Equality and Diversity, Values and Standards, and Operational
Law, and Cpl ‘Nanny’ Nash ran the BCD stand.   

56 SIGNAL SQUADRON EASTBOURNE

OC Maj I Holland
SSM WO2 G Windham

We welcome our new PSAO, Capt Gary Jennion after Capt Ian
Murray started his retirement in November.  In true TA style, Gary
will be part time due to his commitments to close down 31Sig
Regt where he was our previous RAO! 

Several promotions have taken place during the autumn with our
2 subalterns now full Lts.  Well done to Lt Stephanie Barr on and
Lt Chris Kong .  Well done also to Cpl Justin Goodchild on
promotion to Cpl.  We welcome 5 new members to the Sqn and
Regt after their recent attestation.  Three more are on the next
selection weekend in November.  One of the new recruits, Sig
Sarah Benjamin has just completed a week in Mor occo to raise
over £2000 for ‘Help the Heroes’ by trekking across part of the
Sahara. 

Our SPSI, SSgt Mac McMullen , is now leaving the Sqn and for
his last training night, organised some ski training at the local dry
ski slope.  Forty soldiers attended and fun was had by all.  It
seems that the Sqn 2IC, Capt Keir on Francis , cannot be without
Mac and after sharing an office for 3 years is following Mac out
to Austria to join the Regimental ski team for the Royal Signals
Corps Championships in Kaprun.  Whilst the SPSI gap is gapped
until February, our PSI Tech, Sgt Ray Smith , takes over the reins
and training becomes his domain!

With the SPSIs dining out and the dining in of the PSI Tech, we
also had the honour of having the Conservative MP for
Eastbourne Mr Nigel W aterstone as our guest for dinner.  He
was very supportive in his speech towar ds the TA and Reserve
forces.  SSgt McMullen presented the Sqn with an embroidered
Sqn plaque, hand-made in Malaysia and shipped in especially .  In
return, he was given a solid silver Jimmy.

The Bde Comd visited Eastbour ne for the first training night after
the initial TA cutbacks were announced.  He presented 2 VRSM
medals to members of the Sqn.  Well done to WO2(YofS) Rob
Vincent and Cpl Lee Harrison REME for their loyal service to the
TA and the Sqn.

Remembrance Sunday went particularly well this year with
attendance of over 60 members of the Sqn split between
Eastbourne, Brighton and Hailsham.  We were honoured to
have the CO join us for our parade in Eastbourne.  It
appears that while she was with the civic party , she saw the
best marching of the whole day.  It became more
complicated when the Scottish pipe band decided to join in
at a different pace!  Master Chef WO2 Steve Howell laid
on a superb buffet for nearly a 100 people back in the Sqn
bar afterwards.  In the evening, 30 members of the Sqn
attended the British Legion Festival of Remembrance at the
Congress Theatre.  This was a very sombre event, especially
as 2 former members of 884 Tp in Brighton have died in the
last 3 ears in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

As a Marshall at the Lord Mayor’s Parade in the City of
London, Capt Keir on Francis had the privilege this year to
host the Royal Signals White Helmets Display Team as well

as 41 Sig Sqn and the Worshipful Company of Technologists.
With over 6,000 participants and the lar gest unrehearsed parade
in the world, it is a great day out for both military and civilian
alike. Unfortunately, the Corps Pipes and Drums pulled out but
hopefully next year they will be on the parade.  However if they
had been there, it would have been very hard to compete against
the revving engines of the White Helmets.

57 (CITY & COUNTY OF BRISTOL) SIGNAL SQUADRON-
BRISTOL

OC Maj B Ruthven
SSM WO2(SSM) R Sharp

FREEDOM PARADE - by Capt SL Trevelion

57 Sig Sqn was granted the immense honour of the Fr eedom of
Bristol by the City Council in Mar ch 09 in recognition of our
“distinguished and eminent” service to Bristol.  This allows the
Sqn to exercise their Freedom of the City by mar ching with
bayonets fixed, drums beating and standar ds flying.  Only 51
individuals or organisations have received the honour of the
Freedom since 1888, including in mor e recent years the Royal
Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wiltshire Regiment, HMS Flying
Fox and The Rifles.  Individuals include former Bristol MP, Tony
Benn and Sir Jack Haywar d, who underwrote the return of the
SS Great Britain to the city .  It was therefore a great honour for
the Sqn to be invited to exer cise the Freedom on 14 November
09, along with 266 Bty RA (V).  As an indication of the close
relationship we have with Sp Sqn, we invited any former member
of 57 now serving in Sp Sqn to mar ch with us on the parade and
were delighted that so many accepted.

Following several weeks of practice, the Sqn paraded at the T AC
on the morning of the parade in time for a final inspection and
some last minute drill practice under WO2(SSM) Richar d Sharp
and our new SPSI, SSgt Chris Cant .  We then made our way
down to the City Centr e to meet up with the other mar ching

WO2(SSM) Wyndham, Lt Kong, Lt Barron, WO2 Hall and Capt
Francis

The Freedom Parade contingent
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components.  266 Bty RA (V) had permission to fire a 21 gun
salute in honour of the anniversary of the birthday of HRH The
Prince of W ales, this meant that all their soldiers wer e busy
manning their guns and therefore 57 were the primary marching
contingent.  We were fortunate to be supported musically on the
day by the Band of the Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers.  Also supporting us on the parade were members of
the Bristol Branches of the Royal Signals Association, the Royal
Artillery Associations and a contingent fr om Royal Signals cap-
badged cadets fr om Bristol Army Cadet Force.

Thankfully the weather was kind to us for just long enough for a
photo to be taken as we formed up for the parade.  W e then
marched onto the Lloyds Ar ena on the Waterfront in preparation
for the arrival of the Mayor and the Lor d Lieutenant of Bristol,
Mrs Mary Prior , who is also the Sqn’s Hon Col.  As the OC, Maj
Bill Ruthven was awaiting the arrival of the Lord Lieutenant; it
was up to the Sqn 2IC, Capt Sarah T revelion , to march the Sqn
onto parade.  It should be noted that this is perhaps the first time
that she has managed not to get the Sqn lost in 6 years!
Unfortunately, the weather took a tur n for the worse at this point
and so the 21 gun salute was a rather wet and wild af fair.
However, morale in the Sqn was high – although this may have
been mainly due to the number of Gunners’ hats blowing of f in
the wind!  After the 21 Gun Salute, the Sqn were inspected by the
Lord Lieutenant. 

Following the inspection, the Sqn mar ched through the City
Centre, which was closed of f to all traffic for the event.  Having
only paraded through the centre before with all the other local
units on Remembrance Parades, it was quite a unique
experience.  Once we had marched passed the Lord Lieutenant
and the Mayor at the Cenotaph, the Sqn then made its way to the
Old Council Chambers for a Civic Reception hosted by the
Mayor.  The Civic Reception offered the soldiers a chance to be
suitably refreshed with pasties, beer and cups of tea.  Whilst I
understand that pasties are not normal fare for a Civic Reception,
they certainly proved to be a hit with the soldiers!  After a speech
by the Mayor, the OC was then formally presented with the
Freedom scroll, which will now have pride of place in the Sqn
lines.

Once the Civic Reception was over, it was the Sqn’s turn to offer
some hospitality to all our supporters; be it friends, family or old
comrades.  Afternoon tea was served back in the TAC by our fine
team of Regimental chefs.  In commemoration of the Fr eedom
Parade, all members of the Sqn who had marched were
presented with a specially commissioned Bristol Blue

paperweight, bearing the Sqn insignia and date of the parade,
and a commemorative parade pr ogramme listing both the history
of the Freedom and the names of all the soldiers who had
paraded.  

Despite the appalling weather on the day, we are very
appreciative of the huge support shown to the Sqn both by
friends, family, former Sqn members and also by the general
public, some of whom may have been drummed up by the pr ess
coverage and local television and radio interviews.  The majority
of the success however, can be attributed to the planning that
has been ongoing for months by the PSAO, Capt Eddie
Kingston , and the SSM.  Our thanks to both of them for their
efforts and as always thanks to the soldiers who tur ned up and
did themselves and the Sqn pr oud.

94 (BERKSHIRE YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON -
WINDSOR

OC Maj A Hawes
SSM WO2(SSM) C Dean

As in all of the Royal Signals TA, this has been a period of flux
and change.  The Berkshire Yeomanry has lost an outstation in
Reading and will, in time, lose the Chertsey Tp as well.  However,
the Sqn has gained 860 Tp formed from the Aylesbury elements
of 60 (RBH) Sig Sqn.

In addition to this, October saw the end of Maj Vince Connelly’ s
time in comd of the Sqn and the pr omotion of Maj Alain Hawes
from 2IC to OC, with Capt Andy Linn taking over as 2IC.  Maj
Connelly has provided strong and steady leadership to the Sqn
during his time as both 2IC and OC and passes on a vibrant and
capable unit ready for the fight ahead.  January will see the first
departure first of our PSIs under the new structur e, with Sgt Bir d
moving on and we thank him for his contribution to the Sqn
during his tour.

The Sqn continues to work hard during its re-roling to become a
UK Ops Close Support Sqn and in particular with Bowman
training.  Despite some of the struggles and uncertainty following
the re-structure, strong attendance and spirit has been
maintained.  This includes a TA soldier who changed jobs in or der
to attend Drill Nights and Weekend Training.  Training has focused
on the effort to become operational by April 2010, r efreshing
basic military skills and learning new comms skills in anticipation
of new equipment filling the garages once again.

FORMATION OF 860 TROOP OF THE BERKSHIRE
YEOMANRY - by Capt A Saunders 

On a parade square in Wales, the sun beat down on the
disbandment parade for 36 Sig Regt and along with it 60 Sig
Sqn, based in Aylesbury and Bedford.  The disbandment of the
Tps in Bedford brought to an end over 100 years of volunteer
signalling, first Engineers and then Royal Signals.  However for
the TA soldiers, there was to be a joining with old friends as 860
Tp of the Berkshire Yeomanry was formed.

The disbandment of the Sqn was not without loss as ther e were
some soldiers who no longer have a post, notably SSgt Young ,
and Sig McKeever , both of Sp Tp.  Cpl Stinchcombe of the old
Sqn’s REME Workshop also leaves after 17 years’ service. 

The Berkshire Yeomanry and the Buckinghamshire Hussars have
a long association together.  In WW1 they were brigaded together
and saw active service fighting in Palestine; a key action being
the Battle of El Mughar, which was one of the last successful
cavalry charges.  In this campaign, the 60th Division, a Territorial
Division, captured Jerusalem but the Palestine campaign cost the
Territorials 32,274 casualties.  Much more recently, the two Sqns
served on Ex ARCCADE FALCON working to establish Clansman
nets across the south west of the UK.  Working together on this
ex and others was of immense value when 860 Tp was formed as
part of the Berkshire Yeomanry as soldiers in both Sqns knew
each other.  

The Lord Lieutenant inspects the troops
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68 (INNS OF COURT & CITY AND ESSEX YEOMANRY)
SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj JA Evans
SSM WO2(SSM) SP Healey

LORD MAYOR’S SHOW 2009 

William Pitt , the UK’s youngest prime minister at 24 years old, is
a tough act to follow , but for those 68 Sqn Riders taking part in
this year’s Lord Mayor’s Show, he sets an even steeper challenge.
When Pitt served in the Lincoln’s Inn Company of the Inns of
Court Regt, he is likely to have taken part in the Lor d Mayor’s
Show as part of his Regimental duties. When he took part in the
1761 Show, he was mobbed and his horse kissed by enthusiastic
admirers. Follow that Mounted Detachment 2009. 

Admittedly he was Prime Minister at the time and perhaps this is
this reason why this year’s volunteers to ride in the Show fr om the
Inns of Court and City and Essex Yeomanry (ICCEY) weren’t
taught the drill for dealing with adoring fans. But under the
careful tuition of the Household Cavalry Equitation Team, we were
drilled into a well schooled Mounted Detachment enabling us to
continue the 400 years of history of r epresenting the unit in the
Lord Mayor’s Show – and the fine tradition of being the only
mounted TA unit in it.

Photo Credit – © Astrid Harrisson 

The Show is both a pledge of allegiance and a demonstration of
strength from the City of London to the Monar ch. The post of
Lord Mayor was created in 1215 when King John granted a
charter allowing the City’ s citizens to elect their own Mayor . But
the charter ruled that the Mayor must be pr esented to the
Sovereign for approval and swear allegiance to the Crown –
travelling from the City to Westminster to take the oath. Each
year for the last 784 years, the Mayor has made the journey,
accompanied by r epresentatives from across the City including its
Militia in a clear demonstration of the authority and power of the
City of London. The modern Show reflects the diversity of the
City and is watched by half a million people on the str eet and is
broadcast live on the BBC.

The various Regts and units from which the ICCEY is formed
have been taking part in the Show since 1584, when the Inns of
Court formed associations to defend the country against the

threat of the Spanish Armada. This year, following the
amalgamation with the Essex Yeomanry, LCpl Mallia , became the
first to ride in the Show fr om the newly formed 907 Tp. 

The rich history and tradition of makes it a privilege to be part of
the Show. The opportunity to be taught by the Household
Cavalry and ride its horses further increases this privilege and we
are indebted to the Equitation Team for their time in teaching the
Mounted Detachment.

The Mounted Detachment took part in 5 training sessions at the
Household Cavalry’s Wellington Barracks, covering the basics
such as walk and trot, before moving onto section drills and the
carrying of lances and swords.  Behind the scenes, ICCEY
permanent staff and riders carried out considerable work in
preparing kit, polishing lances, swor ds and prepping vehicles. 

The morning of the Show began with the traditional Port Parade
at Lincoln’s Inn TAC before departing for the Household Cavalry
and a day in the saddle. The Show was a tremendous success,
with the riders performing admirably despite the rain, gale for ce
winds and the BBC focusing on the Detachment mid-salute at
Mansion House. 

BBC producer Clare Balding walked beside the Detachment and
gave an overview of the horses and 68 Sig Sqn. In her

commentary, she promoted OIC, 2Lt Will Kallaway , to Lt
Col. Not quite meeting the challenge of William Pitt , but
one that’s probably involved more ‘penalty Port’ being
bought. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDA Y

As in previous years, 68 Sig Sqn paraded at Lincoln’s Inn
for the annual Remembrance Sunday Parade.  They were
joined by the Royal Yeomanry Band (Inns of Court and City
Yeomanry), 35 (Inns of Court and City Yeomanry) Sig Sqn
ACF, the Inns of Court and City Yeomanry Regimental
Association and friends and family.  The Sqn has always
enjoyed an excellent relationship with the Inns of Court and
this year was no exception, with a lar ge number of
Benchers of the Honourable Society of Lincoln’ s Inn
present to pay their respect to the fallen, and reflect on the
sacrifices made by so many men and women, both in the
past and present.  

Meanwhile, the newest members of the Squadr on, 907 (EY)
Tp, held their traditional parade in Chelmsfor d, followed by
a lunch reception at their TAC.  Not only were the Mayor,
Hon Col and other dignitaries pr esent but also Mr Mike

Tyson , former World Boxing Champion, who was on a visit to
Chelmsford and requested to lay a wreath after the parade.  

At Lincoln’s Inn, the parade was commanded by the Sqn Comd,
Maj James Evans , in the presence of the Treasurer of the
Honourable Society of Lincoln’ s Inn, Miss Elizabeth Appleby
QC, and the Hon Col, Maj Gen DJM Jenkins CB CBE .
Following the Act of Remembrance and wr eath laying, all were
invited to attend a service of r emembrance in Lincoln’s Inn
Chapel. This was a poignant service, conducted by Maj The
Reverend NT Leviseur , who has recently returned from
Afghanistan.  Included in the service were prayers for the 5
members of the Sqn who are currently in, or about to leave, on
operations.   

The parade, including the old comrades, then formed up for a
march past, accompanied by the Royal Yeomanry Band (IC&CY),
before returning to Stone Buildings for medal pr esentations.  
Once fallen out, the Officers were kindly invited to lunch in the

71st (YEOMANR Y) SIGNAL REGIMENT
BEXLEYHEA TH

The Mounted Detachment
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Great Hall of the Honourable Society of Lincoln’ s Inn by the
Treasurer and Benchers, whilst the remainder and their families
returned to the TAC for a curry lunch.

In total, over 70 TA soldiers and permanent staff from the Sqn
paraded for Remembrance Sunday; a good tur n out for what is
always a very memorable day. 

265 (KENT AND COUNTY OF LONDON YEOMANR Y)
SUPPORT SQUADRON (SHARPSHOOTERS)

OC Maj AA Chur ch
SSM WO2(SSM) AD Keeble

Following our exploits at Swynnerton during Annual Camp, the
Sqn settled back into its pr e-Christmas routine of trade training.
We are also happy to welcome back SSgt Kev Young , Cpl Br ett
Harries and LCpl Jim Sutton from their deployment with 7 Sig
Regt to Afghanistan. 

October started with a Sqn level ex building on the lessons
identified from Annual Camp.  It was around this time that we
were told that all training was to cease until April 2010.  While a
few jumped for joy at having a few extra weekends with the wife
and kids, the majority laughed of f the latest budget saving
measure and vowed to carry on r egardless.  This was certainly
true of the first unpaid drill night of the year when over 40 soldiers
turned up.  The occasion was also special as the SOinC(A) was
making his first visit to the Regt that same evening.  The visit was
a success and the SOinC(A) spoke to the majority of soldiers
while visiting the varying depts thr oughout the evening.  The visit
was completed with the SOinC(A) awarding LCpl Fr ench his
promotion to Cpl.

November saw plans being made for pr oviding unpaid training
and activities to keep the unit together , raise morale and keep the
home fires burning during this period of unr est and insecurity.  No
sooner had the plans been made when we received the news that
TA training was now to be fully funded and the wheels on the
Land Rovers could start rolling out of the gates again.  Even
during this short period of unsettlementm, it was amazing to see
how the Sqn intended to stick together , turn up unpaid and keep
the volunteers’ flag flying. 

Remembrance Parade was a fine example of this when again
people put aside the political ar gument of TA funding and turned
up to honour those who had gone befor e them.  Setting off from
the Bexleyheath TAC on a cold Sunday morning under the
guidance of the OC, Maj Andy Chur ch, the Sqn marched along
Watling Street and round the bypass to form up at the W ar
Memorial.  Here a service was led by Rev Jackson .  WO2(SSM)
Ade Keeble took contr ol of the parade and marshalled everyone
back out onto the bypass wher e the OC again took over and led
everyone back to the TAC for another short memorial service
before it was time for the obligatory curry and a chance to catch

up with old acquaintances.  Another very successful and
enjoyable, yet poignant, remembrance service.

Two weeks later the Sqn was back to put its r ole as the
Regiment’s Sp Sqn to the test as all the other Sqns descended
on Bexleyheath for Ex PHOENIX GALLOP.  With Cpl Mark Butler
taking charge of the booking-in cell and Sgt Steve Wise ensuring
everyone had enough rations for the mor ning, the first part of the
test was over.  All we needed now was some soldiers.  They
arrived quite literally by the bus load with over 90 soldiers acr oss
the Regt answering the call to tur n in for some training.  The
weekend was expertly delivered with both TA and Regular
soldiers providing a range of comms and ED training.  Even if the
natives of SE18 had a huge shock on Saturday afternoon as 20
Land Rovers descended on their doorstep to establish comms
around Woolwich Common.

December brought the Sqn’s last training weekend of the year, Ex
SHARP TROT 1.  LCpl Wayne Ede was put through his paces by
Cpl Taff Williams to test his det deployment drills.  A test he
passed admirably, although his geographical knowledge of SE
England could do with a little brush up!  Following a short
presentation on “The Beginners Guide to AGAI67” fr om WO2
Keeble , LCpl ‘Crazy’ Crane and LCpl Jim Sutton led the Sqn
around its final Personal Fitness Assessment of the year with a
pleasing, but “could do better” pr oportion of the Sqn passing.
There are still one or two hiding in the closet, trying to delay the
inevitable, but at the end of the day all it shows is that “you can
hide, but you can’ t run”!

The evening finally arrived and the Sqn decamped to The Coach
House for a slap up Christmas meal complete with tribute band,
The Copycat Dolls providing the musical interlude.  The Sqn’s
very own Ant and Dec, LCpl Crane and LCpl Sutton , were
dragged onto the dance floor to pr ovide some assistance with the
girls’ routine, ably assisted by LCpl Ede . Back at the Sqn bar,
the OC presented LCpl Andy T urner with the Bracho-Cooke
shield for Soldier of the Year, while Cpl French received the Sgt
Maj’s shield for his outstanding contribution to the Sqn.

This period has also seen the sad farewell of our trusty SPSI,
SSgt Trev Evans as he leaves us on posting to pastures new.
The Sqn wishes SSgt Evans and his wife, Stephanie , all the best
in Germany. 

The year has, however, ended on a high note for the Sqn with
Capt Steve Slaney , WO2 Keeble , Sgt Mark Pear ce and LCpl
Sutton representing the Sqn in the Regimental football team
which trounced 144 (Para) Med Sqn 7 – 0 in the London District
TA Cup Final. 

Saluting the Memorial at Lincoln’s Inn

“Cheers” – LCpl ‘Crazy’ Crane reacts to the news the TA is now
going to be funded again
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LONDON DISTRICT – FOOTBALL (TA) CHALLENGE CUP
FINAL

This year 71 Sig Regt, the current holders, met 144 (Para) Med
Regt in the LONDIST football challenge cup competition.  These
teams last met in the final of this competition 4 years ago for
what was a well contested match.  This year both teams once
again took their well deserved places in the final.  The
competition was held at W oolwich Station on Sunday 6
December and kicked of f at 1100hrs.

Fifteen minutes before kick off, player/manager WO2 Adi Escritt
received a phone call from Sig Ben Br own informing him that he
was unable to turn up as he had been involved in a car crash.
This meant a quick change of plan and an unexpected start for
WO1(RSM) Taff Kinsey . 

71 Sig Regt were confident after recruiting a bit mor e youth to the
squad, but their back 4 defenders had a combined age of 192
but remained resolute throughout.  The team captain WO2
Escritt won the toss and chose to change ends as the str ong
wind was a key factor in the first half.

71 Sig Regt started the game confidently with Maj Andy Dick
and Sgt Lee Elliott controlling the middle of the park fr om the
kick off.  The first chance of the game came from a corner and a
good delivery fell nicely for WO2 Adi Keeble who headed a
looping header from 10 yards into the net passed the struggling
keeper.  The next opportunity came 10 mins later with a nicely
taken shot by Maj Dick who had the goal keeper back pedalling
from a half volley.   

The Regt maintained the pressure and were rewarded with a
penalty when Cpl Jim Sutton was bought down inside the box.
WO2 Escritt converted an unstoppable penalty kick into the top
right hand side of the goal, making it 3 – 0 just half way thr ough
the first half.  

Cpl ‘Johnsey’ Johns and WO1 ‘Taff’ Kinsey worked tirelessly up
and down the wings thr oughout the first half causing the 144
defence all kinds of problems, spreading the ball from side to
side and playing neat little passes to br eak down the Para
defence.  

The next chance came from a poor 144 goalkeeper clearance,
falling nicely for Maj Dick just short of the half way line, with
good vision he saw the keeper out of position, and taking it first
time on the volley he netted in the centr e of goal.  By now 71 Sig
Regt were fully in control.  144 tried to muster up an attack but
with a solid midfield and defence the Regt was rar ely troubled
leaving the goalkeeper, Cfn Paul Marshall very little to do. 

WO2 Adi Keeble added further to the incr easing score, netting a
6 yard header from a well placed cross.  Then just before half
time the impressive Maj Andy Dick dropped his shoulder in fr ont
of the keeper, sending him
the wrong way and made
it a comfortable 6 – 0.     

The second half saw 144
(Para) Med Regt make
some forced changes
encouraging attacking
play, however 71 Sig Regt
held strong.  Cpl Sutton
had the first chance of the
second half shooting just
wide of the post.  144
continued to rally but to
no avail and 71 continued
to control the game. 

The Sig Regt made 2
substitutions, SSgt Dave
Steadman came on for
the 2 time goal scorer

WO2 Keeble and Cpl Gaz Lar ner came on for the injured Cpl
Johns .  Both settled quickly causing pr oblems for 144 from the
off.  By now the heads of 144 had started to dr op, 71 Sig Regt
continued to contr ol and in the latter part of the game a cor ner
driven into the back post was met by Maj Dick making it 7 – 0.
The final whistle saw the Regt victorious winners.

Man of the match was awar ded to Maj Dick and 71 Sig Regt
now progress to the National competition.

47 (MIDDLESEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj MPN Smith TD
SSM WO2(SSM) MH Gilfrin

If there were ever any expectations that the last few months of
this year would be quiet, then they wer e pretty much blown away .
News that TA training would be suspended in October for the
remainder of the year caused Sqn SHQ to go into over drive
thinking up ways to keep the tr oops motivated however it was
evident after the first few C1 drill nights, that attendance numbers
weren’t going to dr op in the face of adversary! 

Fortunately for all concerned the proposed cuts wer e withdrawn
and life within 47 has continued at the normal fr enetic pace.  As
ever congratulations are in order to Sigs David Barker , Michael
Hone , Youghan Malcolm and Chris Pearson for successful
completion of CMSR. Keen to complete their training Sigs
Kayleigh Chalkin-Smith , Hilary Jones and Lauren Saul not only
qualified as Class 3 CS Operators, but also all ranked in the top
10 during 39 Sig Regt’s trade camp. 

October saw Ex LAFONE MUSKETEER, which combined MATTs
and the annual Lafone Dinner.  The dinner remembers the former
member of the Middlesex Yeomanry, Maj Alexander Lafone VC ,
killed in action at El Buggar Ridge, Palestine in 1917.  The Sqn
turned up in force for the dinner and there was excellent
representation from the Middlesex Yeomanry Association.  An
excellent speech was given by Field Marshall Sir John Chapple
regarding past association of his family with the Middlesex
Yeomanry.  Sunday morning once again saw the Sqn make its
annual pilgrimage to St Paul’s Cathedral where all paid their
respects to the Middlesex Yeomanry crypt memorial.

Remembrance was marked with the Sqn parading in Ruislip,
Uxbridge and 831 Tp continuing to parade in Putney .  The Sqn
2IC, Capt Mike Curtis-Rouse also led the remembrance parade
in Harwell in Oxfordshire through a request from his civilian
employer; an opportunity he would have rather tur ned down due
to his notorious inability to mar ch…!

Seven Sqn members under the comd of Cpl John Palmer took
part in the Festival of Remembrance for the second year at the
Royal Albert Hall and as ever, their turnout and drill was in
impeccable. 

With the year
drawing to a close,
Ex YEOMAN
BOUNTY saw the
newly qualified Sqn
PTI, Sig Wayne
Edwar ds put the
troops through 2
PFTs, making sure
all were aware of
what they needed
to do to achieve
their bounty in this
training year.  The
evening of 5
December was the
annual Sqn Winter
Ball, with a very
inflatable theme
this time round.The victorious team!
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Event organisation was coordinated by Cpl John Palmer who
ensured that a superb evening was had, with entertainment in the
form of poker and r oulette decks on of fer (with fake money of
course), chocolate fountains galore, sumo wrestling, bungee runs
and gladiator jousting wher e the Sqn Ops Officer, Capt Alex Orr
demonstrated his pr owess against the Sqn 2IC.  However against
the might of the Sqn Cpls, he was left sor ely wanting.  

Thanks go to both Cpl Palmer for organising and Sig Chris
Burman for laying on an excellent hog roast. 

Lastly, the Sqn is sad to say farewell to SPSI, SSgt Dave
Steadman who having completed his tour is moving onto to his
next appointment with 14 Sig Regt.  W e all wish him the best for
the future and hope he goes easy on those whose defence
writing skills aren’t quite up to par…! The Sqn is looking forwar d
to welcoming SSgt Dean Wilkinson as SPSI in early January
2010.   

At the Squadron Winter Ball – Cpl Manny Ghandi and LCpl Rosie
Ewbank systematically crush Cpl Seb Knight

NEWS FROM THE SQUADRONS

OC Maj MJ Morton
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Watts

INTRODUCTION

With the “silly season” well and truly on us, the Sqn is winding
down from a hectic and varied 2 months.  In the garages the Tps
have worked hard in preparation for inspections and the
impending garage move.  Every member of the Sqn has ticked of f
some vital MATTs as part of a concentration package or ganised
by the Training Wing, in which everybody’s shooting improved
significantly.  The Sigs and LCpls followed this by deploying onto
Salisbury Plain for the Sqn Cadre Course where Sig Entwistle
walked away with the prize for the top student.  As well as this,
the Sqn is continuing to r einforce its bid to r etain the Minor Unit
Birtwistle Pennant for Sport with a str ong performance at the
Corps Skiing Championships, supporting the Stars Appeal
Charity by organising the annual Tidworth 10km run, winning the
4 Div Cross Country Minor Unit prize and by continuing the inter -
troop sports competition, the Mer cury Cup.

With trawls still sapping the manpower fr om the Tps, we now
have soldiers deployed in Afghanistan, Norther n Ireland, Kenya
and the Falkland Islands.  We also have another couple of
soldiers detaching from the Sqn to 2 R WELSH to support B Coy

in their upcoming HERRICK tour making 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig
Sqn (215) a very exciting and varied Unit to be posted into.

Looking forward to the New Year, we start with a painful but
eagerly anticipated move into newly built garages, rapidly
followed by a number of exs supporting the Bde HQ Staf f.  It will
be a welcome change in the Sqn to finally deploy the new
Bulldog vehicles in anger in their Main HQ role and for us to get
back to our “br ead and butter” task of pr oviding command sp to
the Bde Comd and his Staf f.

EXERCISE JUNIOR DEVELOPER - by Sig Entwistle

It was dark, wet and it was a Satur day morning at 0530hrs.  The
sort of time you should be in bed but no, not 215 and a few
people from 3 Div and 12 Mech; they all wanted to go on a cadr e
course!  A lovely field trip for 7 days trying our best to r emember
our infantry skills.  It started of f with a few days being taught the

basics, like how to do things like sect attacks and patr ol skills by
the pros of the Sqn, especially Cpl Bar nstaple who loved every
minute of it!  His sect came out on top of nearly every task,
despite the fact that the MAPRIC could not find 3 of the
checkpoints on the night nav . 

So for 3 days we jumped in and out of the mud during the day
and practised orders at night.  Then we moved on to the sleep
deprivation part of the ex, wher e we were made to patrol to a
new FOB.  After moving in around midnight we dug in, much to
people’s delight, well at least to the delight of the course OC,
Capt Goslin .  This only took some 3 hrs, after which we went
into a routine of varied scenarios from civpop executions (not by
us!) to good old fashioned sect attack lanes.

The last morning finally came and all we wanted to do was go
home… but no!  As anyone who has done an ex like this befor e
will tell you, there is always a final pl attack and this ex was no
different.  So at day break, the Sect patrolled off and it wasn’ t
long before we came under attack initiated by an IED.  This
brought it all together.  There were people running everywhere,
lots of screaming and a couple of the downgraded became
casualties just to make it harder on the rest of us!  After a couple
of aggressive and well executed Sect attacks and Sig Wood

1 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND 
SIGNAL SQUADRON (215)

TIDWORTH

LCpl Stubbs gives orders to his Section for a r ecce patrol
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peeling his sect left, then right, then left and never getting any
closer to the enemy, the golden words “STOP! STOP! STOP!”
were shouted across the plain.  All in all a good week although it
was wet and cold and if I had the choice I’d not do it again
anytime soon.  But it’ s nice to get out of the garages!

TIDWORTH 10km/3km FUN RUN SUNDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2009
- by WO2(YofS) Stuart Park

The annual Tidworth 10km and 3km Fun Run took place on
Sunday 1 November 09.  It was first organised in 2005 by 1 Mech
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn to help the Salisbury District Hospital Stars
Appeal, which has helped so many Servicemen and their families.
The event has grown to become one of the most popular 10km
runs in Southern England.

Preparations started in July with WO2(YofS) Park being the lucky
candidate to work with the charity to or ganise the event and build
on the success of pr evious years.  Changes on policy on how the
Armed Forces can support charity events r esulted in
WO2(RQMS) Smith making a number of requests/pleas to local
Units for the loan of a variety of stor es equipment including tents,
barriers and flooring.

On a wet and cold Saturday morning the whole Sqn paraded and
the setup began with 2 days of putting up tents, tac signs, mine
tape and barriers.  All of this would have been completed
relatively quickly if it hadn’ t been for the fact that we had
somehow lost 700m of the 3km r oute!  Once the final checks had
been carried out, along with any alterations being made,
WO2(YofS) Park conveniently received a phone call which took
him to Salisbury District Hospital Mater nity Unit and quite happily ,
he handed over the helm to WO1(RSM) De De Watts .

The event itself saw record numbers braving the torr ential rain
and wind, with over 1000 competitors taking part including the
2008 winner Sgt ‘Legs’ Smith of 215 Sig Sqn.  After navigating
what was a challenging route, taking in some of the local scenery ,
notably Sidbury Hill, the winner finished in a time of 33 mins with
the defending champion coming in a close second.  Overall the
day was deemed as a great success with the record number of
runners and £26,000 being raised so far, with more coming in
daily.

SQUADRON CHRISTMAS HACK - by Cpl Vince REME

After numerous unsuccessful attempts at luring the RSM out of
his office and onto the surrounding golf courses, I was tasked
with organising our final society day of the year – the annual
Christmas Hack.  The RSM was adamant that he would make this
competition, so he chose the date!  This was good news for me
as I couldn’t then be blamed for the weather!  As it tur ned out,
like all RSMs, he’d booked that as well.

Having arrived at Tidworth Golf Course at 0830hrs and after
some much needed bacon r olls and hot cof fee, we decided to

get in some last minute practice; it tur ned out that it was
warranted!  As the tee times approached, we turned our attention
to the competition.  W e headed out in 3 groups with varying
abilities, which created a mixture of amusement and frustration
for all, but with the distraction of prizes for the longest drive,
closest to the pin and the dr eaded most golf played, we all made
it with varying degrees of hair loss to the 19th hole for a well
deserved drink and meal. 

The scores were duly tallied and totted up and with the obligatory
‘count back’ necessary , the prize giving was ready.  It turned out
that LCpl Stu Parker had made the most of the day and had
decided to practise every str oke on every hole giving him the
‘most golf played’ accolade, while the RSM decided to show of f
his accuracy by getting closest to the pin.  In truth he was the
only player to hit the green!  Sgt Ar chie McIntyr e took the
longest drive title with an absolute stonker of a shot but he was
made to sweat for it by the overall winner of the day – Sgt
Marcus Mur cott who had only recently had his handicap
increased.  By this performance we all agreed that it should have
stayed where it was!  Special mention should also go to Sig
‘Sniper’ Simms who missed the RSM’s head by no more than 4
inches on a particular approach shot.  He swears it was an
accident and would be believable wer e it not for the fact that he
plays off 18; well aimed more like!  We’re now all looking forward
to next years competitions and hoping that some silverwar e may
be on the cards. 

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER - by Sig Usher

The long awaited Friday came at last, the day we would finally
get going on the road to the Corps Skiing Championships.  W e
were looking forward to the 14hr trip acr oss France, Belgium,
Germany and then on to the final destination Austria, Zell am See,
with 5 of us in the van: LCpl Triplett , Sig Todd , Sig Green, Sig
McTaggart and Sig Usher .  The van was loaded from top to
bottom and we wer e all looking forward to the task ahead and a
few weeks out of the Sqn.  Finally we got to Zell at 0800hrs on
the Saturday… first stop – a mor ning beer, it was the weekend
after all.  

The first day on the slopes came around before we knew it and it
was a team ski to get the snow legs back in action r eady for the
ski off in the afternoon to determine which gr oups we would be
suitable for.  As predicted our ringer LCpl Triplett was with the
top group while the rest of us were distributed thr oughout the
other standards of groups.  The groups then went on their way
and enjoyed 3 weeks learning the skills we would need for the
final race week.  Due to the variable weather on the glacier, we
were lucky enough to get to lear n a bit of of f piste skiing as well
as racing.  By the end of the instruction phase, we wer e all ready
to race and this began with the Seeding Race on the Friday .  It
was at this point that we all r ealised that skiing in gates was a
completely dif ferent game to the piste skiing we had been doing
for 3 weeks and it was a shaky start for some of the team.

OC 215 Signal Squadron showing his approval of the 10km route

The Squadron golfers and the RSM’s Trousers!
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So it was with considerable nerves that we started race week.
Monday saw the individual GS event start badly for the team with
both LCpl Triplett and Sig Usher having false starts, one DNS
and one DNF.  This was exacerbated by the weather which meant
we could only have 1 run and the results were also used for
Tuesday’s team event.  Despite this, the team still finished top
minor unit (no prize, but we all know the truth 102 Log Bde and
52 Bde)!  Wednesday was a perfect day for the Individual Slalom
with the entire team clocking up impr essive results with 3 skiers
in the top 15:  LCpl Dave T riplett 2nd, Sig McTagart in an
impressive 8th and Capt ‘Goose’ Goslin 13th.  We were now all

praying for a no ski day on Thursday for the Team Slalom event
which would mean the r esults of the day before would have
carried us into a miraculous 2nd place!  Alas it was not to be and
despite Sig McTaggart going rouge and dobbing in on both runs,
we still managed a pleasing 4th place overall and another 1st in
the minor unit competition, thanks to Sig Usher’ s under a minute
performance. 

Overall the ex was a success for the Sqn, not only because it
introduced non-skiers to the sport but also for the impr essive
results from a dark horse team.    

The Ski Team gather round a fire in Salzburg with glüwein for a
team meeting!

Something clicks for Sig McTaggart as he cruises into an
impressive 8th place in the Slalom

4 MECHANIZED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (204)

CATTERICK

OC Maj S Richar dson
RSM WO1(RSM) D McCall

The last couple of months have continued apace with Mission
Specific Training (MST) for the Bde HQ and Sqn Ops, along with
Special to Arms Training for the majority of the r emainder.  All the
Rear Link Detachments (RLDs) have begun to integrate with their
BGs, undertaking Confirmatory Field Exs on STANTA, deploying
to Jordan, or visiting the RM in Plymouth.  Main Tp have been
setting up CAST in time for the New Year and practising their
watchkeeping skills.  The QMs have not been without their hectic
schedule, with 300 plus sets of black bag items arriving and
needing sorting into sizes – all this at the same time as our CIW.
The ex rate rises on return from Christmas leave so while silly
season can only last a day due to work load,  we will be taking
the opportunity  for a well ear ned rest over the Christmas break.
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous 2010.  

WORKING WITH 1st MERCIAN REGIMENT - by Sig Jackson

We have been tasked to work with 1st Mer cian Regt as a RLD,
which consists of me, Sig ‘Jacko’ Jackson , Cpl ‘Westie’
Westfield , LCpl ‘Spud’ Shrimpton , LCpl ‘Biscuits’ Br own and
Cpl ‘Dicko’ Dixon .  We got drafted in by 1 Mer cians a week
before their CFX so we could get to know the guys befor e we
departed for the ex.  Once we had squar ed away our admin, we
were introduced to the guys we would be working with.  I will be
working in the Ops Room, wher e my role will be to ensure good
comms, and to give advice on kit issues while helping to maintain
the Ops Room.  The Det Comd, Cpl Gavesh , introduced me to
LCpl Nam , the 2IC, LCpl Hir e and Rfn Sur en who all showed me
around the troop lines and made me feel really welcome.

We travelled for what felt like a life time to STANTA for the CFX –
on a Saturday!  Once we arrived I was anxious to see what the
lads were like to work with.  Straight fr om the off, they were
showing me what a close knit gr oup they were, but immediately

included me in everything they did.  I am at my first unit, so didn’ t
know what to expect.  However I knew this was going to be a big
learning curve and wanted to show my worth, which I did.  The
2IC of G Coy, Capt Chin and OC of G Coy, Maj Aucott thanked
us for our work at the end of the ex.  The lads tr eated me as one
of their own throughout and taught me many things which have
brought on my signalling skills.  I am looking forwar d to the
upcoming range package and especially the MRX in January,
before deploying to Afghanistan.  I am going to lear n many things
along the way and it will be gr eat to see what else they have in
store for us.  I am especially looking forward to improving my
own skills and drills as a signaller.  

TACSAT LESSON - by LCpl ‘Burt’ Reynolds

It was an early and troubled start for Cpl Rob Simpson , Sig
‘Highlander’ McCleod and me. Around 0800hrs in the morning
we collected a Land Rover and 6 x 117 TacSats, only to find the
Rover didn’t start. But after a bit of hard work, we were on our
way to Newcastle to pass on our considerable knowledge of 117

Tacsat to the Queen’s
Own Yeomanry (TA). To
our surprise we got
there to find no one in
sight – easy day out of
work, we thought!  We
were wrong! After
speaking to the
guardroom, we realised
we were not teaching on
camp; we were teaching
at the ranges. That
was the power projector
out of the window! As
you would expect on
the ranges, the weather
is rarely good. WeSig McLeod teaches TacSat
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taught 22 people in all, all with dif ferent cap badges. As the day
went on the weather got worse, up until the point wher e I couldn’t
even hear myself talk, but I didn’ t mind letting the TA get wet, at
least they were earning their money!  

KAYAK FOUNDATION COURSE - by LCpl Henstock

It was a glorious Catterick after noon, which means it was
chucking it down, on Sunday 1 November , when half of 204 Sig
Sqn assembled for the drive to Capel Curig Training Centre in
Wales.  We got off to a late start because Cpl Bur ns spent 20
mins looking for his mug and a further 15 mins trying to get his
SatNav to work.

After arriving at the training centre we were given our rooms and
had a weather brief for the forthcoming week – it wasn’ t looking
good!  We then went off to the Betws-y-Coed for a well ear ned
steak and chips.

LCpl ‘Jase’ Bir d was ecstatic about his tight wet suit that smelt
like an old sweaty PT sock that had been found in the bottom of
a bag.  In the afternoon we went to a local lake and practised
some basic strokes including the capsize drill which everyone
loved, especially Cpl Andy Williams , who had stitches in his
forehead from escapades from the previous weekend.

The next day, it was pouring down with rain and we spent the
morning on the not so dry land lear ning rescue techniques,
followed by a bit of defensive swimming thr ough a small set of
rapids.  In the afternoon, we were in the local swimming pool
learning how to T–rescue each other, back in the relative warmth.
On Wednesday, we consolidated our training and put it to good
use by rescuing each other, especially LCpl ‘Beefy’ Henstock

who kept falling in the water continually . We also had an
assessment which we all passed, so all members of 204 Sig Sqn
gained their Kayak Proficiency Award.

Thursday was by far the best day, where we paddled along a
grade 2 – 3 river for about 5km, which was quite exciting as none
of us had done much paddling befor e.  A member of the group in
front of us had capsized on the first rapids and lost his kayak
down the river, we found it about 1km down river wrapped and
mangled around a tree.  On the last day we had a fun day in a
quarry lake playing Kayak Dodge Ball and backwar ds tug-of-war .
By the end, everybody was aching and r eady for home, and just
as we were packing up, the sun came out.  

LCpl Bird, upright for a change!

11 LIGHT BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (261)

ALDERSHOT

OC Maj IR Hargr eaves
RSM WO1(RSM) Morris

At almost the half way point, morale is high especially as R&R is
well under way.  With the Sqn spread all over Helmand, there are
numerous individual reports from the unit.

MAIN TROOP - by LCpl Adams and LCpl Dixon

Main Tp have been busy with their day job with constant changes
keeping them on their toes!  This month, LCpl Mackie and Sig
Crabtr ee have swapped over on the IRT at Bastion with newly
promoted LCpl Stell and LCpl Waters .  In addition Sig Wells has
returned from one of the FOBs, and LCpl Potts has been called
back over to the SSR so his expert language skills can be utilised
once again.

There are a few minor celebrities in the Tp; Sig Butler has
featured in Nuts magazine under the naff tats section, just one of
life’s little perks when you have a tattoo of your name in bullets
on your arm.  Coupled with that, the 2IC, Capt Thompson and
SSgt Clark completed a charity bike ride in the gym.  They
cycled the equivalent distance fr om Lands End to John O’Groats,
finishing the ride in just 19 days, doing between 74 and 78kms a
day and getting up at 0500hrs every mor ning.  Sgt Jor don-White
and his brother Joe completed the actual r oute in the UK and
cycled around 120 miles every day for 7 days through torrential
rain and gales.  The team raised over £6000 for the injured
soldiers’ charity ‘Toe in the Water’, which aims to r e-inspire, re-
engage and re-integrate injured soldiers via competitive sailing
and has helped a number of Royal Signals soldiers.  An excellent
effort by all 4 involved.

We also have to say a couple of congratulations, first to SSgt
‘Muz’ Sutclif fe who is loving life as the new FofS(IS).  Also a
double congratulations must go to Sgt ‘Ian’ Byr ne; he has been
promoted to cover SSgt Sutclif fe and has also found his long
lost son, Sig Wells .  

DANBAT REAR LINK DETACHMENT - by Cpl ‘Chris’ Haddr ell

The tactics within the Danish BG have switched fir e now from the
relatively quiet period we thought we wer e going to have, to
Lastminute.com.  Evening briefs have become overrated for
coordinating patrols; we are now being asked for operators at
2230hrs for the next day, or even better – first thing in the
morning!  To that end, we have had quite a few kids out and
about here, there and everywhere.  Sig ‘Dave’ Coupe has been
sunning himself and manning the Barakzai location, while Cpl
‘Jacko’ Jackson has found himself deploying out with the T ank
Coy a fair bit.  Cpl ‘Chris’ Haddr ell found himself out on a couple
of Crypto Resupplies around the AO, catching a few of the sightsSig Wells on his travels
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before we sadly lost him to a really interesting job in Bastion –
enjoy! 

LCpl ‘Robbo’ Robertson has been out with a couple of the
Bravo call signs along with LCpl ‘Brad’ Mee doing the usual and
upsetting the insurgents.  Sig ‘Dan’ Harris is making the most of
his last few months in the Army keeping the TOC in or der, as well
as keeping an eye on the RRB at Armadillo.  Hopefully he has
found something to bur n up there as he has become an expert in
disposing of sensitive material in FOB Price.  Sig ‘Daisy’ May has
left us for a couple of weeks to grab a KFC in the UK but we ar e
awaiting his return with a few bur ning questions.  

Fault finding on military equipment is becoming a speciality of the
RLD.  GMLRS vehicles are a treat to work with, with the added
bonus of random switches that even the cr ew aren’t sure what
they do.  Sgt ‘Richie’ Eveleigh almost found out what one did
when he was working inside one of these vehicles at night; he
was keen to press one but realised a few missiles were pointing
at him so quite rightly changed his mind!  The ‘brain of the tour’
so far, however goes to Sig Wells . Being from our Sqn and
knowing most of us fairly well, he popped r ound and was
convinced that we wer e the GEO cell and could print a map for
him – smart fella!. 

OMLT REAR LINK DETACHMENT - by Cpl Smith

Since arriving in Theatre the OMLT RLD have been spread to the
four winds, which was pr obably for the best for Cpl Smith as he
nearly set fire to Sgt Smith on the RSOI training.  I think he has
forgiven him now!  He was then given the best accommodation in
MSQ DC, which was nicely decorated by the Afghans.  Revenge
is sweet!

The work flits from long hours in the ops r oom to dealing with
various comms issues in the PBs.  Due to the small 8 man teams,
the guys are the subject matter experts so they come in useful
quite a lot!  They work with the ANA Coy TAC HQ, and unlike a
British HQ unit they seem determined to push as far forwar d as
they can!  The ANA here are generally good with their comms,
but trying to explain that calls need to be no longer than 20 secs
and not to shout at the top of their voices is taking longer than
expected!  On a lighter note holding a man’ s hand is seen as
perfectly acceptable in the ANA, even if it is right in fr ont of the
forward line of own troops in a large contact.

So far it has been a good tour with the OML T RLD with the half
way point quickly cr eeping up.  Hopefully the rest will go as fast
as the first half.

BG(N) REAR LINK DETACHMENT - by Cpl Rorks and Sig Bruce

BG(N) RLD are enjoying their time out here in Afghanistan.  They
are deployed in numerous locations; Cpl Rorks and Sig Bruce
have spent some time FOB Jackson, which has a river running

through it so the guys have been for a swim which has been
great in the hot weather!  We’re not sure it will be so nice to swim
as winter draws in!  

LCpl Hickey and Sig Lister have enjoyed some time at FOB
Inkerman, which again is also a nice place to be.  They can enjoy
the delights of a decent cookhouse and welfar e centre, warm
showers – well pipes with water coming out! – and a fairly good
gym.  Sgt Sloan and Cpl Smith have been living the high life in
Bastion, I wonder who got the better end of the deal?!

The working day is quite long, with the guys often working up to
18 hrs a day – it’s about time they worked for their money , but
they have found time to relax which is always nice.  With R&R
kicking in, some guys are counting down the days until they fly
home, especially LCpl Hickey who is looking forwar d to his
daughter coming into this world.  Morale is high and everyone
deserves their well earned time off in the UK.  

BG(NW) REAR LINK DETACHMENT - by Cpl Kenyon

Everyone working with the HCR has been pretty busy; Sig
Randall has enjoyed 6 weeks at Roshan Tower manning a RRB,
but is now back in MSQ DC for a good feed!  LCpl Stevenson
has proved his worth by instructing HCR personnel on the basic
use of TACSAT radios, while Cpl Kenyon has been aiding the in-
inspection of the HCR’s Panther vehicles.

LCpl Fairhurst has been aiding the Sigs Sect in numerous
activities, which aren’t always radio tasks!  He is learning his new
trades quickly and we’r e sure he is having fun!!  Sig Ward
supplies the morale by the bucket; his best trick is to kick himself
in the head!  He is working hard undertaking radio and FOB
related duties and is now the Cpl Maj’ s operator.

LCpl Hodson has finally finished his second attempt at counting
to infinity – I think he was trying to count down the days until the
end of tour.  He is the Bowman/ECM(FP) storeman and this week
has seen him preparing for the BG RQs arrival to conduct
inspections.  Hodson does not sleep, he goes into standby
mode!

BJI BG REAR LINK DETACHMENT - by Sgt Smith

This RLD is attached from 258 Sig Sqn, so are honoured to be
members of 261 Sig Sqn for the tour and ther efore require an
introduction. The RLD consists of Sig Joshua Evans , Sig Lloyd
Loftus , LCpl Emma Dempsey , LCpl Daniel Y ounge , LCpl
Michael Long , Cpl Col Br own and last but defiantly the last Sgt
Alan Smith .

After a few weeks of ‘Yes you are, no your not, yes you are
going’, 258 Sig Sqn finally made it to Theatr e and deployed out to
their designated locations.  LCpl Younge has already had some
sad moments.  He has broken his camera, his laptop is not
working, no one has sent him any mail and he has been ill!  He
hopes to carry on the rest of the tour in the same vain!  Sig
Evans has taken his Steven Gerrar d signed Liverpool flag to fly
high and proud over PB1.  Let’s hope the Taliban are not Everton
fans.  LCpl Emma Dempsey has recently returned back to the
fold of the RLD after spending a spell at FOB Keenan.  She is
regularly in the gym and settling into life with the Coldstr eam
Guards with her nice smile.  Emma wrote that, not me!  LCpl
Long is busy loving all the creature comforts down at PB4.  He
has also settled into a good working envir onment which is a good
thing as his PB is the most remote and only accessible by helo!

The 2 elder statesmen of the det. Cpl Br own and Sgt Smith have
been busy going passed the gym 3 times a day on their way to
the NAAFI and smashing 10 cups of cof fee.  Who needs Op
MASSIVE when you have the body of an Adonis already!    

On a more serious note, the det is settling in well after a busy
month of PDT and RSOI.  We are all finally happy to be out here
and would like to wish everyone in the UK all the best and have a
great Christmas and New Year.  Have some beers for us!

Cpl Smith and his big gun!
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BRF REAR LINK DETACHMENT - by Cpl Andrews

Cpl Richie Andr ews , Cpl Keith Loughran and LCpl Donny
Donegan have been having fun with the BRF.  They are based
out of Bastion, so enjoy the odd br eak in the NAAFI!  The guys
have been involved in a couple of ops with the BRF, the latest
one being in the Bolan Desert.  The op was very successful and
all 3 are now back in Bastion working har d to ensure the kit is all
in good order, obviously with a few NAAFI breaks in between!

Between work, all 3 are finding ways to amuse themselves; Cpl
Loughran is working on his guns on Op MASSIVE, and he has
been snapped practising his new pose for when he gets back.
LCpl Donegan has been working on his poker skills – with his
poker face making vast impr ovements over the last few weeks!
Cpl Andr ews is using this opportunity to gr ow his moustache; so
far he is doing well but I wonder what it will look like by the time
he goes home for R&R?  Morale of the BRF RLD is high and
everyone is looking forward to Christmas in the sand and most of
all, R&R in the New Year!

BSN REAR LINK DETACHMENT - by SSgt Tiplady

ELECTRICIAN DRIVER – THE STORY SO FAR

It’s been a busy period for the EDs, having the awesome
responsibility of pr oviding power to the masses is a big one. This
week has seen Sgt Gaz Evans’ team of crack spanner jockeys
providing training for the incoming TUA V Battery to help ensure
they don’ t fry themselves during their time at BSN.  LCpl Ben
Mancey has been called to the aid of TFH HQ with his ‘tool, fine
adjusting’ and should be making sur e the Dismountable Ops
Room is able to receive power.  Due to the high level of training
he has received at BSN, he should also be able to man and
maintain the radios and make important decisions r egarding
tactical scenarios within the Helmand pr ovince with ease!  Sig
‘Stacey’ McLar en gets itchy feet when he spends too much time
in BSN, so it’s best for him to deploy onto the gr ound. This week
has seen our roving sparky spend time at PB3, wher e he bore
witness to the aftermath of some tender loving 2kw LFG
maintenance; maintenance that had seemingly been delivered
with a jackhammer and chainsaw.

HERRICK 11, as its name suggests, may be the 11th rotation of
troops through Helmand province, but a large amount of FEPDS
equipment is only now seeing the light of day .  After spending an
untold amount of time in its ISO prison, it is now fr ee to roam
around the FOBs and PBs having more than earned its
Accumulated Service Medal.

UK DRB REAR LINK DET ACHMENT - by Sgt Heathcote

With the end of RBG(S) BG, 1 R Welsh have yet to deploy to
Theatre, so the question is who this BG will be serving with?
With that in mind there has been a lot of thumb twiddling taking
place!  However as I submit this article, the authorisation has just
come through so the answer is 1 R Welsh RLD will probably be
exceptionally busy supporting the BG.

However, before the Blackwatch returned home, the RLD did get
to perform their role and took part in some ops.  Cpl Mansell
deployed with the Jackal Gr oup a number of times, and even
managed to fall out of it once!  In or der to be rescued, the other
guys had to BARMA to his position just in case he was
surrounded by an IED!

Sig Walsh and Sig Sullivan deployed with A and B Coys on a
few ops, which saw their signals knowledge and infantry skills put
to the test.  Jammy Sgt Heathcote managed to wangle 2 weeks
back in UK for his Crypto Custodian Course – lucky sod!

There has been uplift in man power for the RLD, consisting of
LCpl Eyers , LCpl Stallar d and LCpl Allen , so when they arrive
they will have a warm welcome from the lads!  Everyone is
working very hard and is looking forwar d to the New Year when
they can get stuck into some ops.  

VIKING REAR LINK DETACHMENT - by Cpl Martin 

The Viking RLD group is a small 2 man RLD consisting of Cpl
Martin and Sig Duckr on, both of whom ar e most certainly
working hard – although some people may disagree! Over the
past few months they have been somewhat busy pr oviding
Comms support for many small ops the BG have been involved
in.  Now they are at a lull in the battle as the RIP of the BGs takes
place.  This means time for plenty of runs to the NAAFI and lots
of trips to the gym?

With the half way point fast appr oaching, R&R is on the guys’
minds and they are counting down the days to go.  Everyone is
enjoying their time out in Afghanistan, but will enjoy their time
more once they return to the UK for good!

BG(CS) REAR LINK DETACHMENT RLD - by LSgt Sustins

This RLD is attached to the 1 Gren Gds, so most PDT was spent
trying to get used to the rank structur e.  On deployment most
people had got used to LCpl Sustins going from 1 stripe to 3
(L/Sgt or Cpl as most people know it by) in a matter of 48 hours!  

Most of the RLD are based out of SQT providing comms for the
BG HQ, however some are lucky enough to have been pushed
forward to various PBs.  The luckiest man, accor ding to the guys,
is LCpl Galey who is attached to the Estonians!  Sig Johnson
was one of the lucky few to be sent out to a PB, wher e she
showed the Coy that girls can do things just as well as boys, if
not better.  Sig Clark has been soaking up the sun in his last few
months in the Army before he embarks on his new life as a
student!  Cpl Tuppen has been with the Queen’s Coy who are
based out of LKG.  Here she has been reunited with her twin,
LCpl Holt , so they spend many evenings discussing the world
and how they are going to put it right!  

The newest addition to the RLD is Sig Butler , who has come
from the sunny town of LKG to of fer his expert knowledge!  All
are working very hard and are, like most people now, enjoying the
tour but counting down the days until their R&R date!   

102 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (262)

GÜTERSLOH

EXERCISE HALBERD CHALLENGE 16 – 18 DECEMBER
- by Lt Sarah O’Connell

Ex HALBERD CHALLENGE was an arduous military skills
competition run at Sennelager training area.  The competition
involved 17 teams of 12 people fr om all units across the Bde,
including a team of TA personnel who travelled all the way from
the UK to compete.  The competition itself involved the teams
navigating their way around a 50km course in a maximum of
36hrs and conducting a number of dif ferent stands, both manned

and unmanned.  At each manned checkpoint a maximum of 120
points was available and each unmanned checkpoint was worth
between 70 and 95 points dependant on location and how
difficult it was to find. 

The 262 team consisted of 12 mighty warriors led by Lt Sarah
O’Connell , with Cpl Baz Mears as 2IC.  From the start, it was
uphill struggle.  The initial kit check did not go too well, the
weather had decided to tur n nasty and everyone was tired
because of the midnight start – but we battled on.  The first stand
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was a comms stand, which was gr eat start for us – as we were
Signallers!  The next was a driving stand and recovery task,
which was a little wet for Cpl Pickersgill , who did not hesitate to
get into the water to attach the str ops for the vehicle to be pulled
out.  We then moved on to find an unmanned checkpoint acr oss
sand, but with very little ambient light it was like trying to find a
needle in a hay stack!  By the end of this stand it was 0500hrs
and daylight was only just around the cor ner.

As the daylight came, morale increased.  The pace picked up and
the team completed several mor e stands including a sect attack,
a 253 Med Regt stand – where real life amputees were used as
casualties, and a dog stand run by 103 MWD unit, which involved
Sig Ewan Thomas and Sig ‘Jock’ Sutherland being chased by
an attack dog – very funny for all those not involved.  The last
stand that we came to was the river cr ossing.  As a team we had
elected that this was to be our last stand, so that we did not have
to walk around wet and cold for the r emainder of the competition.
No one was looking forwar d to it and morale at this point was at
an all time low.  However when we arrived at the stand we wer e
too late to complete the task, but got 20 points for tur ning up
anyway.  Brilliant!  We then walked the last 2kms to the finish line
and a nice hot shower, hot food and a beer! 

262 Sig Sqn were placed 9th overall.  A very creditable
performance from a very small Sqn!  Huge congratulations and a
pat on the back to everyone who took part.   

BRITISH FORCES GERMANY (BFG) TEN-PIN BOWLING
CHAMPIONSHIPS - by LCpl Ryan Worledge

The 262 Sig Sqn bowling team consisting of Sgt Dee Oakes
(organiser and Captain), WO2(FofS) Flash Gor don , LCpl Ryan
Worledge and LCpl Jay Howe took part in the BFG Ten-Pin
Bowling Championships fr om Friday 16 – Sunday 18 October 09.  

After an early start on Friday morning and a long drive, we
eventually got to our destination the well known bowling Mecca
of Soltau.   With a couple of hours to spar e before we started
bowling, we had a chance to cast an eye over some of our
opposition.  The standard was good, but we wer e confident and
felt like we had a chance of doing well.  Once we had r egistered,
we were briefed on the running of the competition.   W e would be
playing 5 games for the singles event, 4 games for the doubles
and 3 games for the team event, with the scor es running
cumulatively over the whole period.  The fun began with the
singles competition, which was played on randomly drawn lanes.
After a slow start, we all got into the gr oove and the strikes
started coming.  The 5 games went quickly and we wer e glad of
the 2 hr break before the doubles competition. 

The pairings for the doubles were: Sgt Oakes and LCpl
Worledge and WO2(FofS) Gordon and LCpl Howe .  Another
steady performance left us all respectably placed in the top 20 at
the end of the day.  Nine games of bowling took an unexpected

amount out of us and ther e were blisters and sore legs to deal
with at the close of the first day .

Saturday was a rest day for us, so we took the opportunity to
watch the opposition again, but this time with less confidence, as
it seemed that the professionals had turned up.  By the end of
the day our positions had dr opped and we realised the singles
and doubles competitions wer e out of our reach.

Sunday morning came and it was time for our last 3 games for
the team event.  After a team building exercise on the Saturday
night we were all feeling a little worse for wear, but this seemed
to help, and we all upped our game so that high scor es and
strikes were coming thick and fast and we knew we wer e in with
a chance of claiming 1st place in the team event.

As the presentations grew nearer, the nerves were heightened
and no more so than during the announcements of the minor unit
placings.  Then the announcer said it – 262 Sig Sqn were
crowned the minor unit team champions, and a suitably lar ge
trophy was presented to us along with 4 smaller individual ones.
We were utterly thrilled.  It was a dif ferent and very enjoyable way
to spend a weekend, made even better by the silverwar e and
glory we had to take home with us.

JOCOMEX HMS ALBION - by Cpl El Mitropoulou

During the period of 2 – 4 November 09, SSgt(YofS) Ky
Wilcockson and I were attached to HMS Albion in support of a
JOCOMEX.  The ex involved 262 Sig Sqn in Gütersloh, 204 Sig
Sqn in Catterick and the HMS Albion based in Plymouth
practising medium range HF comms over Bowman equipment.
HMS Albion is the RN’s First-of-Class Landing Platform Dock
(LPD).  It is one of the Navy’s newest ships and provides an
amphibious asslt capability .  The ship also carries a permanently-
embarked Royal Marine landing craft unit of 6 Asslt Sqn, RM.

We joined the ship and set sail from Devonport, Plymouth on
Monday 2 November.  Once aboard, we were met by our hosts
for the week CPO William Macbeth and LS Jade Rickar d,
members of the CIS department of Albion.  We were given the
obligatory safety briefs, a tour of the vessel and then shown our
living quarters for the week.  SSgt(YofS) Ky Wilcockson was
privileged enough to get his own private berth, while I had to
share a tiny space with 24 other members of the ship’ s company.
They do say that “Rank has its privileges!”   We quickly became
accustomed to navy slang, wor ds such as Pongo (all Army
personnel according to the Navy), Matelot (literally sailor in
French), scran (scoff), galley (scoff house) and Port and Starboard
(commonly left and right). 

It was a busy time to be on Albion that week, as she was
undergoing Flag Officer Sea Training (FOST).  This meant that an
inspecting team was putting the ship and her company thr ough
their paces ready for upcoming deployments.  Amongst other
things, this involved a chemical ex, and the “Thursday W ar”.  To
test skills on Thursday War, HMS Albion is put into the midst of a
training scenario which requires the enforcement of a UN
embargo aimed at maintaining inter national peace and security of
the nation “Br ownian”, curr ently under threat from the
neighbouring state of  “Ginger”. 

While onboard, we took the opportunity to have a guided tour of
6 Amphibious Asslt Sqn’s assets.  Royal Marines LCpl Jim
Johnston and Mne Pete Kelly , took us to the vehicle deck wher e
we were shown the 4 Landing Craft Utility (LCU) – a type of boat
used by amphibious for ces to transport equipment and tr oops to
the shore.  They are capable of transporting tracked or wheeled
vehicles and troops from amphibious asslt ships to beachheads
or piers.

The JOCOMEX took place from the Main Communications Of fice
(MCO) of Albion with all participating units achieving comms
easily.  Our role was advisory to the CIS department as Bowman
equipment is still quite new to them.  It was also inter esting for us
to see all the various Naval comms systems used by RN.  In all it

The Squadron Ex HALBERD CHALLENGE Team
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was a great opportunity to experience Naval life, although
SSgt(YofS) Ky Wilcockson struggled to find his “sea legs” and
had to make a few trips to the sick bay to stock up on sea
sickness tablets.  An enjoyable and beneficial visit, we look
forward to hosting Albion personnel in Gütersloh in the future.

262 CHARITY FUN DAY

On Friday 27 November 2009, 35 members of 262 Sig Sqn and
102 Log Bde HQ raised a fantastic €230 by holding a fancy
dress, indoor uni-hockey tour nament in aid of the British Forces
Germany (BF(G)) Poppy Appeal.  

The 16th Annual Poppy Appeal charity event, was held across
BF(G) on 16 October 2009, and consisted of a fancy dress fun
run of 2 or 5kms.  Unfortunately, the Sqn was committed to
undertaking a long range comms ex acr oss Europe during this
time and therefore were unable to participate.  However it was

decided that the Sqn wanted to do its part to help raise funds
and therefore the indoor uni-hockey tour nament was organised
by LCpl Cr oucher of Bravo Tp.  

The turnout was impressive, with over 35 people attending the
afternoon’s activities and there were some impressive costumes
on display too.  These ranged from Signallers in nurses’ outfits, to
RSMs in Wolverine costumes.  We were very honoured to have
Mr Jim Grif fiths MBE , Chairman of the Paderborn branch of the
Royal British Legion, come along to say a few wor ds before and
after the event.  He informed us that we wer e to be the last unit
to donate funds to the Poppy Appeal in this accounting period
and so far they had raised €29,000, in the Paderborn branch
alone.  The tournament itself was brilliant fun and Sig Jamie
Phillips said: “It was gr eat to see so many of the Bde and Sqn
letting their hair down for a good cause.”  W e managed to raise a
total of €230 for the Poppy Appeal which we pr esented to Mr
Grif fiths MBE on finishing the event.    

A group photo after the tour nament

12 MECHANIZED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND 
SIGNAL SQUADRON (228)

ALDERSHOT
OC Maj Niall Stokoe
RSM WO1(RSM) S Crooks

INTRODUCTION

Post summer leave, the Sqn returned at a cracking pace with 2
exs – Ex ACE MESSENGER 2,  to continue the comms training
started earlier in the year and Ex ACE MARKSMAN, a 2 week
Battle Camp conducted at Otterbur n Training Area.  The Sqn also
ably supported 1 Royal Anglians on CALFEX in October.

Following a successful tour with 2 RRF out in Afghanistan,
October saw the safe return of the 7 man RLD, Sgt James , Cpl
Hitch , Cpl Whitton , Sig Hills-W aters , LCpl Easter , Sig Deakin
and LCpl Magee .  Two others, the Ops Of ficer, Capt Jon W alton
who had served with a Police mentoring team in Afghanistan and
Sgt Knight on Op BROCKDALE in Kuwait and Iraq came home in
November.  Troops also returned from their detachments in NI,
Kenya and the Falkland Islands.   Other than sharpening up our
comms and military skills, we have aimed to get some serious
adventure training underway – 2 exs, Ex CELTIC ACE in Capel
Curig and Ex TIGER CHOQUEQUIRAO ACE offered fantastic
opportunities for activities and travel.  The other notable events of
the autumn are retold below .

EXERCISE BOLD QUEST - by Sig Chris Busby

228 Sqn personnel continue to export their skills ar ound the
world – a team of 6 led by Bde YofS John Har dy took part in Ex
BOLD QUEST in North Carolina to help assess and select a
friendly forces sensor system for aircraft in partnership with
Coalition Forces.  Cpl Chris Jacks REME, Cpl Jagadish Rai , Cpl
Micky Luxfor d, LCpl Lewis Fur nival and Sig Chris Busby were
despatched to the US Marine Corps Bas at Camp Lejeune.  The
first day involved preparing and unpacking the Land Rovers from
the ISO containers.  The next couple of days were similar to the
first – organising all of our equipment ready for the start of the
trial, and receiving lots of briefings fr om the guys that work for
ITT, General Dynamics and DSTL.  

Once the ex started, life consisted of 11 hr days of driving ar ound
dramatically dif ferent terrains, coasting nicely across fields and
sometimes across dusty urban training areas to rough ground
that seemed to stop our Land Rovers dead in their tracks.  It may
have had something to do with the grass and stalks that gr ew so
long they were taller than the vehicles, which obscur ed our view
of the tree stumps, which were as frequent as baby’s heads in
Dartmoor. Yes – we broke both Land Rovers’ track r ods as Cpl
Jacks engaged the Diff Lock and went all out.
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The driving skills required tested the crew massively as Cpl
Jacks drove himself through what can only be described as the
murkiest, blackest, muddiest, deepest bog in the world.  Cpl
Luxfor d, who was sat in the back operating the trial equipment,
was in complete horror when he stepped out the back and
almost got swallowed by the mud-hole-vortex-disaster .  We were,
literally, dragged out of the hole by a Humvee.  The track r od was
bent already and after this, the right wheel wouldn’ t turn left or
right. Sig Busby navigated his way through the long grass around
the ravine, resorting to dodging tr ee stumps to get back in the
convoy.  After a Cpl Jacks carried out a roadside repair using a
railway line and a Ford Focus (don’t ask!) we managed to get the
Land Rovers loaded back into their ISO containers on Satur day
leaving 4 days for R&R.   The team made cultural visits to
Washington DC, Wilmington and Raleigh Durham which all
thoroughly enjoyed.

EXERCISE TIGER CHOQUEGUIRAO ACE 
- by Capt Jared Cunningham

A group of 15 led by Capt Jar ed Cunningham , recently
returned from an arduous high altitude expedition to Peru.
Expedition members were fortunate to have a day’s stopover in
New York and after building up r eserves of energy in “Dunkin’
Donuts”, the gr oup flew into Lima, Peru.

The aim of the expedition was to complete a series of tr eks
around the Cusco region.  The first trek of 4 days duration was
aimed at getting the team used to the high altitude and was
around 70km long, reaching an altitude of 3400m above sea
level.  This route took the team to the ancient Inca city of
Choquequirao.  A couple of the team suf fered altitude sickness
but were sufficiently recovered to take on the second tr ek which
took 5 days and reached altitudes of 4500m.  The route along
the famous Inca Trail finished at Machu Picchu, the ‘Lost City of
the Incas’.  Apart from the fantastic tr ekking, team members
have several abiding memories of the trip – the friendliness of
the local people, the terrifying bus jour neys along steep
mountain roads and being served a local Peruvian delicacy – a
roast guinea pig!

228 SQUADRON SPORTS - by Capt Jill Rogers

Throughout the year the Bde HQ staf f and 228 Sqn undertake a
series of gladiatorial sporting challenges.  The football
competition, won by the Sqn in the summer was still fr esh in the
minds of the Bde HQ staf f as the teams took the field for an
aggressive match of Rugby Football.  At least the Sqn team
looked the part, with Capt Jim Caveen , Sgt Tony Gallagher ,
LCpl Sekai Suka and LCpl Jim Raloka providing both bulk and
muscle for the 228 side.  The team strips caused some confusion
as the Bde HQ team were in scarlet and navy and 228 were in
scarlet and black, but never mind all that because they knew who

they were and as the
opponents marked their
men, we all knew this
was serious stuff.  The
228 squad played well
with tries scored by Sgt
Ackers , Cpl Beal and
Sig Millwar d but
unfortunately that was
not enough to see of f
the opposition who
equalised before the last
whistle.  Five kicks
apiece from the 22 yard
line resulted in a further
draw and the eventual
result was decided by a
sudden death round
which sadly brought
defeat to the Sqn.    

Cpl Jagadish Rai, Cpl Jacks, WO2(YoS)Hardy, Sig Busby, LCpl
Furnival and Cpl Luxford at the Lincoln Memorial, Washington DC

Members of the 228 Squadron expedition to Peru

SSgt Mason, Sgt Cooper (and friend) and Cpl Crompton pose in
front of Machu Pichu

LCpl Suka and Sgt Ackers look on as Capt Jim
Caveen lifts Cpl Whitton 
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OC Maj AR Fawcett
RSM WO1(RSM) S Spink

USMC MARATHON WASHINGTON D.C. – 25th OCTOBER
2009 - by Sig Morrow

On Thursday 22 October I met the other 9 members of the team
with whom I would be spending the next few days and 26.2
demanding miles. The 9 man and 1 woman team consisted of an
individual from each of the main units located within the barracks;
an even balance of experience with 5 having run marathons in the
past and 5 not; I was one of the latter . 

After the long haul across the Atlantic we landed in Dulles
International and were swiftly introduced to American hospitality
at the customs desk.  Having survived the interr ogations, we
collected our bags and made our way to the hotel, located just 10
blocks from the White House. Getting orientated to the city was
simple as it was laid out in such a way that it was almost
impossible to get lost – the W ashington Monument being a good
reference point.  We spent Friday doing the obligatory visit to the
sites, starting with the White House followed by the Lincoln
Memorial, Vietnam War Memorial, WW2 Memorial and finally
finishing at Capitol Hill.  I would see all of these again on Sunday
as I would run past them; the or ganizers having planned the route
to have all these distractions.  Saturday largely consisted of pr e-
race admin, registering for the race and attempting to eat as
much food as possible.  With
the race starting at 0800hrs it
was an early night and an
early morning.

After getting a shuttle bus to
the start line, I began to
really appreciate the event
the USMC had organised as
2 V-22 Ospreys flew over
head and the starting gun
was fired.  The initial 5 miles
was largely uphill, where the
wheelchair competitors r eally
felt it.  I continued on at a
steady pace and was on for
less than 3 hrs at the halfway
point.  As I approached the
Mall, my legs slowed.  At the

18 mile point, I “hit the wall” just as I was passing Capitol Hill but
the atmosphere the Americans had created was enough to keep
anyone going.  

The last 4 miles was largely on the highway with the only
significant feature being the Pentagon.  Rounding the final cor ner,
I saw the finish line 150m away on top of a steep hill.  Pushing it
out, I crossed the line in 3 hrs 17mins 22secs, coming 565th out
of 21,000 runners and 13th in my age category.  We flew back to
the UK the following day, with the time on the plane being our
legs’ downfall.  We hobbled of f the plane and on to the transport
back to Colchester content with a job well done.

EXERCISE EAGLES STORM 27 OCTOBER – 5 NOVEMBER 09
- by Capt Harris

216 Sig Sqn were deployed into STANTA training area to ensure
we had the capability of supporting 16 Air Asslt Bde if the
Airborne Task Force (ABTF) was called upon. The ex had been
designed to test the capability of the entir e Sqn, with every
aspect of the Sqn and the hierarchy being tested at some point.

After full orders the previous week from the OC, Maj Fawcett , the
first movement was carried out by Alpha Tp with the BRO, Maj
Higginson and RSM WO1 Spink ; this involved ParaTac headed
up by SSgt Dougie Porter , ably assisted by Cpl Stu Clark ,
being dropped in via Puma to Sculthorpe Airfield, wher e comms
back to Colchester wer e quickly established on the HF Manpack
and 506.  In the mean time the Bde Fwd HQ deployed via convoy
to Sculthorpe Airfield, under the comd of Capt Harris ; its priority
was to relieve ParaTac, this was overseen by Cpl Mick Sale .

The following day Bde Main deployed to r elieve Bde Fwd with Lt
Harrison at the helm.  Once Bde Fwd had redeployed and taken
control, the ParaTac kit was re-rolled to a manpack RRB and
deployed under LCpl Dickie W aters , successfully sustaining
comms for 24 hrs to pr ove the capability.

While all this was going on, Charlie Tp’s RLD and RRB Dets
moved to various locations in STANTA. The movement and
establishment of these Dets was under the comd of Lt Williams
and SSgt ‘Curly’ W atts . The RRB Dets were ultimately providing
a link for the RLDs to Bde Main and Bde Fwd and Ops kept them
busy with frequent movements.  Once the ex was over it was
clear that it had been a success, as comms wer e established,
maintained, and monitored in a way that can only be described
as swift and sure…

16 AIR ASSAUL T BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND 
SIGNAL SQUADRON (216)

COLCHESTER

The USMC Marathon team: Brig Chiswell, Sig Morrow (R SIGNALS),
Capt Whitwam (RLC), Lt Rutherford (RHA), WO1 Paterson (REME),

Capt Staples (RMP), LCpl Horseman (PARA), Pte Holden (MED), Cpl
Hunt (RE) and Sgt Fassom (RE)   

Sig Morrow ‘hitting the wall’ at the
18 mile point on Capitol Hill Para Tac deploy by Puma from Merville Bks Parade Square
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MT TROOP – PAINTBALLING - by Sig Titus

On 2 December, the MT Tp decided to take themselves away for
a well earned activity day out.  Paintballing was decided on and
Sig Titus set about organising the days activities.  The day
helped instil the festive spirit and gave everyone the chance to
shoot the hell out of each other .  

The weather was damp and gloomy but this didn’ t reduce the
enthusiasm of the boys.  Always one for dr essing up, Cpl
‘Stoppie’ Stopforth produced some awesome costumes upon
arrival; a Santa one for the MTO, Capt Wakeling , an Elf costume
for the Tp SSgt, SSgt Marshall , and a reindeer for the Artificer
SSgt Danny Benton .  This enabled us to know exactly who to
take aim at and how much ammo to unleash upon them.  

Somehow all 3 bosses ended up on the same team for the day
which consisted of 7 har d fought battles.  For one battle the
MTO, Tp SSgt and Artificer found themselves placed in the killing
ground whilst the remainder of us lined up and dominated the
high ground.  It wasn’ t long before they realised they were done
for, taking a high volume of fire and some well placed neck, chest
and face shots saw them scrambling for cover .  This didn’t stop
casualties coming our way as Cfn Arran Hart took some shots to
a rather delicate area of his anatomy whilst Sgt Stu Terrell could
only look on and laugh while ducking for cover at seeing his
comrade in pain.  

All in all the day was a resounding success and everyone is
looking forward to Paintball Part 2, “The Revenge of the Fallen”
as there are some unfinished scores to settle.

VISIT TO ROYAL HOSPITAL CHELSEA - by Sgt Atkinson

The day started off bright and early with the Of ficers and SNCOs
of the Sqn meeting at SHQ to beat the London rush hour traf fic.
Sgt Eddie Howarth banished the cold with his finest Paddington
Bear duffel coat – making him look just like fellow Mancunian,
Liam Gallagher – apart from his severe lack of hair!

From here we jumped onto the minibus for the trip to Chelsea.
On arrival at the Royal Hospital we were greeted by Ken, our
guide, a veteran of 22 SAS and one too many marriages.  Along
with his fellow guide, he and partner in crime Paddy Fox
provided an insightful informative and amusing tour of the
Hospital and its grounds, charting its history fr om conception to
modern day, with stories of its founder and of curr ent visitors.
After the tour, we headed to the Grand Hall for lunch, think
Hogwarts and you won’ t be far wrong with its appearance, wher e
we dined with some of the In-Pensioners.

After lunch we retired to the bar to spin a few dits with the In-
Pensioners and to take advantage of what must be the cheapest
pint in Chelsea!  In the bar it was a good chance to catch up with
former Sqn member WO2(FofS) Jim McGover n a Chelsea
Pensioner and Sqn regular as he makes the trip to the Airbor ne
Signals weekend at Caythorpe every year.  All too soon it was
time to board the minibus for the epic Friday evening rush hour
trip through London.  Sig Titus thought this was an excellent time
to practise his knowledge and took us on the well known shortcut
via the O2 Arena.  After what felt like an age we arrived back in
Colchester, safe and sound though a bit older , with a few of the
older Pads musing over ways to get rid of their wives to qualify to
be an In-Pensioner!     

Manpack RRB team being briefed up by YofS Maxwell and SSgt
Porter

LCpl Renson on ParaTac establishing comms after being dropped
off

The battle weary MT Tp

The QM secures his place at the Hospital for next year
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OC Maj S Whittley
RSM WO1(RSM) CA Hook

HOMECOMING PARADE - by Sgt Matty Anderson

Over 500 soldiers from 20th Armd Bde, The Iron Fist, marked the
return from ops in Iraq, parading thr ough the Garrison town of
Paderborn in front of hundreds of well wishers and supporters.
200 Sig Sqn was the last Royal Signals unit to serve in Iraq and
marked the conclusion of Op TELIC. While troops stood at ease
in the historic market squar e and surrounded by onlookers, a
public addr ess was given outside the famous Paderbor n Dom
cathedral, with poignant wor ds by the Burgermeister. This day
was emotional for some members of the Sqn as they had to start
at 0400hrs, however the sense of pride as they paraded in fr ont
of well wishers was immense.  A thoroughly rewarding day was
had by all.

FAMILIES DAY – 26 SEPTEMBER - by Cpl De’ath

After a gruelling year including exs, PDT, MRX and finally the
successful deployment to Iraq on Op TELIC 13, the time had
come for the Sqn to finally come together as a whole with
families and friends.  Tents, gazebos, tables, chairs, benches and
yet more tents were delivered to the venue and the build began
under the direction of SSgt Shaun Fielding , who placed each
gazebo with military pr ecision. 

The sun greeted the morning with warmth and soon the families
began arriving.  Entertainment included a bouncy castle and
inflatable assault course, face painting for the kids (and some
not-so-gr own ups) and a clown who had his work cut out making
balloons all day.  Thanks go to the guys from 3CS Bn REME for
the use of a Warrior and CVRT for the day; also on display was
one of the Sqns 436 armd vehicles and a Land Rover det, in full
field camouflage.  To top it of f, the Defence Fire Service arrived
noisily in their fire engine, and gave an entertaining presentation
revolving around making even more noise.  Providing a sterling
service all day, the 200 Sig Sqn Wives Club had a WI style stand
for charity, selling delicious homemade cakes, biscuits and
cookies, whilst all were kept hydrated by the ef forts of LCpl
Green and his staff in the bar.  

This was Maj Whittley’ s first real opportunity to see the Unit
together and meet family members fr om the Sqn and a great day
was enjoyed by all.  The Sqn is now looking forwar d to various
adventure training packages in the coming months befor e getting
back to what we do best.

EXERCISE DIAMOND FIST 5 – 15 OCTOBER 
- by LCpl Holmes and Sig Wightman

SUMMER MOUNT AINEERING PROFICIENCY/ KLETTERSTEIG
GROUP

A small group of us were selected to conduct Summer
Mountaineering Proficiency (SMP) or should we say form the first
200 Sig Sqn Alpine Tp!  Our team leader and instructor was SSgt
Brown and following at the r ear was LCpl Johnson , as assistant
for rock climbing techniques.  Stuck in the middle wer e Cpl
Lawr ence , LCpl Holmes and Sig Wightman .

After dismounting fr om the minibus, the team leader looked
around at Cpl Lawr ence and asked if this was his first time
putting on a climbing har ness, as he managed to get it upside
down, back to fr ont and way too tight!  After r e-educating the
group, we set of f for the Lehner Wasserfall Via Ferrata
(klettersteig). 

Our first thoughts of climbing a mountain side with the aid of a
handrail were shattered when we came to realise what we were
about to attempt for the next 10 days.  As we looked up and saw
an endless cliff face with stemples, pegs, hoops, wir es and
overhangs, we thought there was cause for an ‘Oh dear’ moment.
The highlight of this climb however was having to use whatever
means possible to pass over a 30 degree overhang which our
leader demonstrated with grace and we copied using a
combination of teeth and claws.  After all our har d work, we were
pleased to learn that we had broken the guide book time and
completed the climb in 1 hr 20mins.

The second climb of the day was the Reinhard Schiestl Via
Ferrata and this was meant to be on par with the first, only with a
steeper climb at the beginning.  It wasn’ t, it was all steep!
Looking 800ft straight down is mor e than breath taking when
you’re only held in by what seems to be 2 small and rather flimsy
clips.  All in all, the 2 climbs wer e a great experience and
achievement, and we can now nod knowingly when the
Cliffhanger film is next on television!

20 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (200)

PADERBORN

Forming up outside The Dom in Paderborn

Sig Wightman tries out the new Lego helmet on the Reinhard
Schiestl klettersteig
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EXERCISE TIGRIS OUTING 20 OCTOBER 
- by SSgt Chris Moor e

Ex TIGRIS OUTING was a short CT1 level deployment which
aimed to blow away any cobwebs fr om the equipment and
soldiers, as the first ex since the Sqn returned from Iraq last
summer.  It was also the first time some of the younger members
of the Tp had seen and operated the kit in a conventional warfar e
role, away from an Ops Room environment.

Day 1: With weapons collected, vehicles lined up and all
checks complete, everyone was straight back into ex mode and
ready for the off.  On arrival at RDTA on Sennelager training area,
the vehicle packets were met by and directed to their area by the
advance party, and then broke down in to their r espective areas
of responsibility to start the build.  After some head scratching
and relocating of vehicles and generators, the memories of what
to do came flooding back and  defence, power , admin and of
course comms, were quickly established.  The capabilities of
Bowman were tested in both individual detachments and thr ough
the remoting of the HQ dismount kit.  With a wide range of
Bowman knowledge and experience within the Tp, everyone
learned something, and showed enthusiasm to push the training
on to the next level. 

Day 2: The day began with a visit from the Sqn OC, Maj
Whittley , the RSM and members of the Ops team, who wer e all
very keen to see how the training was going.  We hope they were
left suitably impressed by what they saw.  As is usually the case
when a YofS suddenly appears, the comms training suddenly
stepped up a gear and everything had to be done faster and
better than before.

Day 3: Following a small amount of admin, Endex was called
and with the usual superhuman speed of a tear down, the
vehicles were packed and ready to return to barracks.  We
mounted up and returned to camp to begin the tur naround
phase, reflecting on a job well done.  All in all a successful and
enjoyable ex and a good stepping stone to the Sqn and Bde exs
in the not too distant futur e.

BATTLEFIELD TOUR TO MONS - by Cpl Chris Brogan

Organising a troop battlefield tour which starts the same
afternoon as the Sqn returned from Battlecamp was a challenge
from the start.  Once we had factor ed in ex turnaround time,
drivers’ hours and personal admin, the departur e time in no way
resembled the plan, but then we know no plan survives contact! 

The tour was based at Mons in Belgium, just up the r oad from
NATO HQ at SHAPE and incorporated a study of the Waterloo
and Mons battlefields, and a comparison with mor e recent
campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.  The weekend culminated in
an act of remembrance at the WW1 cemetery in St Syphorien,
Mons.

The expedition leader, Cpl Chris Br ogan managed to skilfully
avoid getting involved in any ex tur naround by driving straight to
Mons to take over the accommodation, a task which didn’ t take
him as long as he had anticipated.  This resulted in him
conducting an extended r ecce of the Casteau Hotel bar prior to
the exhausted main body arriving in the early hours of the
morning, just after the hotel bar had shut.

The following morning our guide, Mr Baldwin , set the scene for
the tour during br eakfast by playing excerpts fr om the film
‘Waterloo’ on a laptop.  We then boarded minibuses bound for
Waterloo and learned about the battle fr om both Napoleon’ s and
Wellington’s perspectives.  We visited the crossroads and farm
made famous by Sean Bean’ s character Richard Sharpe, and the
day culminated in the Visitors Centre where we had the chance to
buy some souvenirs.  Cpl Br ogan walked away with a genuine
cavalry sabre for €80 – bargain?

The Tp was invited to the “Brit Bar” in the evening and after an
informal presentation of a Sqn plaque to the RSM at SHAPE, it
was time to kick back, r elax and enjoy some of the local beer
Belgium is famous for.  On Remembrance Sunday we went to the
East Chapel on SHAPE for the UKSU service, which was also
attended by German and Canadian soldiers.  After the service we
laid a wreath at the cemetery at St Syphorien, which is famous
for being the final resting place for both the first and last soldier
to be killed in WW1. 

EXERCISE GAUNTLET MELEE - by SSgt Shaun Fielding

In the early hours of Monday 2 November (0400hrs to be exact!)
the Sqn rose weary eyed from their beds after a well deserved
week of leave, only to be thrown straight into battlecamp.  The ex
was designed to push the soldiers and hierar chy within the Sqn
to their limits and beyond, in pr eparation for future op
deployments.  WO1(RSM) Chay Hook and SSgt Shaun Fielding
certainly made sure of this when planning and executing the ex,
giving the troops very little time to r est. 

Maybe I can scare the YofS away with my pout and raised
eyebrow combination…?

Sig Steven Howe lays the Squadron wreath at the memorial in the
St Syphorien Cemetery

Sgt Anderson delivering orders to his troop
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The camp was split into 2 phases.  Phase 1 being a teaching
phase aimed at refreshing and SOP’s and the injection of new
skills such as the Op VALON drills.  Phase 2 was where the fun
began as we moved into FOB Pregel in Helmand Province, aka
Haltern training area in Germany.  Obviously the DS took great
pleasure in booking the weather for the second phase as it didn’ t
stop raining for mor e than 5 mins.  

Patrols were mounted from the FOB in order to dominate the
local area and to try and build positive r elationships with the
locals.  It was quickly established that 2 individuals we would
come to know quite intimately wer e operating from a stronghold
just north of our position; Cpl ‘Chewy’ Howell , aka the ‘Butcher
of Bar X’ and Sgt Rutherfor d, who had seriously gone to town
on their costumes.

Patrols came and went with a volley of action for each one,
including shoot and scoots, small arms fir e, suicide bombers and
improvised explosive devices.  And that was just Day 1!  As the
patrols left the FOB with their IA drills ready to react at a
moment’s notice, nobody expected to take a r eal time casualty.
On the final foot patrol for 2 Tp, Sig Ashley Staniland decided to
go man down having decided against taking any warm kit with
him.  The speedy action of Cpl Danny Smith helped get him
bundled into a Rover and minutes later he was tucked up in
bed…with SSgt Fielding .  He was soon well on the road to
recovery and clearly enjoyed the facetime!

As the ex progressed, the attacks became mor e frequent, and the
correlation between the RSM and SSgt Fielding appearing before
an attack was becoming distinctly suspicious.  The funniest thing
was it always kicked of f just after SSgt Chris Moor e tried to
catch a few minutes sleep.  As the tr oops got mor e fatigued, their
reactions became more comical such as Cpl Ash Madden’ s
rather panicked response over the net to an attack: “They’r e
coming, with guns!”  This was narr owly topped by Sgt Chris

Brown broadcasting over the net: “Will someone give me an
effing radio check!”

The ex culminated in a Sqn level cordon and search op where int
suggested the Butcher of Bar X and his sidekick Ghandi were
based with a District Comd they had kidnapped.  Our mission
was to recover the hostage and return him to the safety of FOB
Pregel for onward movement.  Sgt Matty Anderson led his troop
to the compound and successfully r ecovered the hostage, and
soon the Sqn was happily making its way back to the FOB when
an eerie silence ensued.  The silence was broken by a mountain
of GPMG fire and mortars as the entire Sqn was engaged in an
ambush.  After 5 mins of confusion, mostly caused by the DS and
some impressive rates of fire, the acting Sqn Comd, Lt Ali
Sargeant called in some close air support and the enemy
positions were neutralized.  A further 10 mins of confusion
followed with all 3 Tp Comds trying to find their guys who had
apparently dived into the woods to “find cover”.  

The patrol eventually found its way back to the FOB with only one
more attack en route from a section of infantry fr om 5 RIFLES
(part of the ex).  This gave time for the remaining enemy to
regroup and reload with every spare bit of ammunition left.  The
Coy arrived back in the FOB as the sun came up and hopes wer e
high that ENDEX was surely close.  The DS had other ideas
though and the enemy mounted a final assault to r e-capture the
detainees and hostage.  The FOB was hit from all angles in a
volley of fire and pyro which lasted for 45 mins befor e an air strike
was eventually authorised and put pay to the DS once and for all.

In the Sqn bar later that evening it was concluded that the
battlecamp had been a huge success, basic soldiering skills wer e
well and truly refreshed and the lads are already talking about
what can be done to make next years battlecamp even mor e
challenging.  Prizes were awarded to Sig ‘Batman’ Batham who
scooped the accolade for Top Field Soldier, and Sig Craig Billins
who collected the well deserved Golden doss-bag awar d, the
only man in NATO that can sleep standing up.    

Sgt ‘Ghandi’ Rutherford PARA and Cpl ‘Chewy’ Howell in full
CEFO

Vehicle patrols on Squadron battlecamp

OC Maj Steve Clout
SSM WO2(SSM) John Collins

GENERAL NEWS

The Sqn has now completed the annual round of deployments
with the majority of soldiers deploying to the South Atlantic
Islands to complete a large scale internal cabling task.  This is the
first time that the Sqn has deployed multiple tr oops to a single
location for a number of years; the last time was Cyprus in 2003 –
more on the successes and achievements below. Earlier in the
year, 786 Tp deployed to Belize which was another first as it was
the Sqn’s opening visit to this location wher e they completed a
number of successful taskings.

It has also now been confirmed that Capt Andy
Kennedy will take over as OC from April 2010.  

THE SOUTH ATLANTIC ISLANDS (SAI)

The Sqn deployed 4 of the 5 Tps to the SAI over a rolling period
from early September to mid-October . This included deploying
most of SHQ and nearly all members of the 4 Tps. 

854 Tp under Capt Seb Phillips started the deployment and
focused on preparing roof-space trunking and draining the local
seaways of fish, ably assisted by Capt (TOT) Paul Masheter .
The Tp set up a project office, organised the stores and made
excellent progress with the project.  As several of the more senior

81 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)
CORSHAM
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Tp members were on Op HERRICK, the deployment presented an
excellent opportunity for the junior members to command
installation teams.  The Tp worked extremely well, quickly
resolving issues, e.g. asbestos.  Not content with just working
hard, the Tp were put through their paces by PTIs LCpl Jackson
and Cpl Tomblin on the ‘fitness cir cuit from hell’ and able to relax
with a range of activities including go-karting and fishing.   

855 Tp under Lt Mark Oxley took over from 854 and focused on
starting the cable installations into the accommodation r ooms.
The Tp worked quickly and managed to complete nearly 2 full
‘squares’ of the building befor e 856 Tp arrived to ‘show them
how it was done’.  With excellent support fr om Falkland’s liaison
Sgt Mur nane, most members of the Tp wer e able to experience
a battlefield tour, a flight in an RAF aircraft or the chance to visit
Port Stanley. The Tp also undertook some organised PT, although
it is understood that the gym floor is still r ecovering from the
impact. 

856 Tp under Lt Richar d Smith picked up the baton fr om 855
Tp, allowing them to relax a little for their 2nd deployed week.
Following the example set, the teams worked quickly to install the
cabling infrastructur e while causing least disturbance to the
various shift workers living in Romeo Block.  Meanwhile, long-
serving ‘Tp fixer’ Sgt John V incent ensured a programme of
educational and recreational activities – including a selection of
flights, go-karting, laser -quest, Tp quiz nights and a visit to
Stanley.  By the end of their time in theatr e, the Tp had bettered
855’s record of ‘nearly 2 squares of Romeo block’.  Then it was
time for a rapid 1 night handover to 857 Tp befor e returning
home.  

857 Tp under SSgt Helm for this deployment arrived to continue
the sterling work that the pr evious Tps had completed.  Being last
on deployment, their main role was tidying up outstanding
snagging and carrying out quality checks.  In addition, 3
members of the Tp under Cpl Harris , worked alongside the
JCUFI IT Cell to tidy up other existing cabling within Mount
Pleasant.  As nearly half the Tp juniors had not been to the South
Atlantic before, a visit to Bertha’s Beach was arranged –
compulsory penguin viewing for all new visitors, and a trip to
Stanley. 

With great relief to all, the Board of Officers inspection was
successfully passed with no r emedial work required.  

By the end of the deployment, over 100 of ficers and soldiers had
deployed to theatr e.  A total of nearly 400 rooms had been re-
wired and fully tested, covering a corridor distance of over 1.6km.
Two VIP visits had been hosted, Comd SGRS Col Wilkinson
part-way thr ough the deployment and 2 (NC) Sig Bde Ops
Officer, Maj Biddulph , to sign off the work. 

BELIZE

Earlier in the training year, 786 Tp were given the opportunity to
be the first Sqn members to work in Belize.  This was known as

Ex MAYAN.  The main effort was to install CAT5 cabling and
containment in the HQ building, Defence Estates building and the
QM’s Dept.

On arrival, the Tp were disappointed to find that an Engineer sqn
had already claimed the air conditioned accommodation so they
were de-camped to the “Exer cising Troops” blocks – complete
with ceiling fans to add a (very) little breeze to the warm and
humid air.

Working in a HQ building is never easy, but the Tp started work
early and finished late in the evening to ensure that the staff were
disturbed as little as possible.  Although assur ed by the
Engineers that the walls were of ‘standard construction’, the Tp
quickly discover ed that ‘standar d’ actually  meant ‘concr ete
reinforced with steel bars’.  Fortunately , having acquired a
number of even larger drills, the task continued!

The teams were scattered around the camp and so the ef ficient
distribution of stor es was vital.  Cpl Stone settled into the role of
storeman very quickly – especially once he saw the high quality,
fully air conditioned vehicle that he would use to transport the
stores around camp.

The Tp worked hard to complete the tasks by the assigned
deadlines, probably thanks to the incentive of some adventur e
training and an expedition on horseback to spur them on.

For the horse-riding, the staf f did a great job at matching
appropriate horses to each rider’s level of ability.  SSgt Billiar d
did seem to feel a little uneasy with his allocated horse, but
managed to successfully navigate thr ough the jungle trek.  At the
end of the day, the riders emerged onto an large open plain and
were able to feel the true speed of the horses as they br oke into a
gallop – some novice riders found this a challenging experience,
but all managed to stay mounted.

The adventure training phase started with a high speed boat ride
out to the island accommodation.  Once kit was sorted, it was a
fast change and down to the water for the swim test.  For those
used to the sea off the British coast, jumping of f the dock and
into the warm Caribbean pr oved a welcome change.  All having
passed the test, snorkels, masks and fins wer e issued and it was
off to Shark Ray Alley.  Snorkelling amongst the sharks, rays and
fishes was one of the memorable highlights of the ex for many in
the Tp.  Upon returning to the training centr e, it was straight
down to the boat shed to draw some canoes and then we wer e
off for a paddle along the coast.  Despite the best ef forts of the
instructor, everyone managed to swap places in their canoe
without ending up in the water .

Sadly, this was the last ex for a number of the Tp who ar e retiring
from the Sqn after many years of service.  These included Sgt
Penman , Cpl Chadwick and Sig Munfor d.  They all agreed that
this last ex of their careers was the most memorable, both in
venue and in the tasks performed.  Overall, it was a very
successful ex with a great mix of activities that wer e enjoyed by
all members of the Tp.   

Fish stocks in the South Atlantic are slowly recovering after the
854 Troop deployment

Cpl Stone shows off his brand new stor es wagon
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COUNTER IED TASK FORCE OP HERRICK 11 
- by Cpl Andy Stockdale

In September 2009, the newly formed
Counter Improvised Explosive Device
Task Force (C-IED TF) deployed to
Afghanistan on Op HERRICK 11 as
part of 11 Lt Bde.  

Upon arrival in theatre, we completed
a mandatory 4 day RSOI period which
involved the usual power point
presentations, lessons and a range
package including a casualty
extraction and a FOB defence shoot.
Once this was finished, the Improvised
Explosive Device Disposal (IEDD)
teams moved onto Specific to Theatr e
Training (STT), which incorporated
dealing with mock IEDs in an
environment similar to that we would
face on the ground.

Royal Signals soldiers are employed as ECM operators within the
IEDD team providing cover for the Ammunition Technical
Operator (ATO) while they deal with IEDs in the target area. The
ECM operator will also give assistance in threat assessment and
advice in radio contr olled matters regarding possible devices.
This was the first time many of the teams have worked together
and for some members, the first time they have deployed on an
op tour. The STT package was good in order to get to know how
the team would best operate in a challenging and harsh
environment.  We had to patrol out to the training ar ea for the
STT package to show us the importance of good kit packing, as
the team must carry all the EOD equipment they require for tasks
and poorly packed kit means an uncomfortable patr ol! 

After completing the STT, the teams were soon deployed into the
FOBs taking over IEDD duties within their respective BGs from
the Op HERRICK 10 teams.  Obviously with FOB Price having the
best food, all the teams wer e fighting over supporting the Danish
BG!  The teams have quickly got to grips with the tough tasks
that they have faced so far and have acclimatised to the fast
tempo of both C-IED and BG ops in Afghanistan.  Many teams
have dealt with numerous IEDs since their arrival in theatre and
have come to realise how vital they are in allowing the BGs
freedom of movement in their areas of ops.

Cpl Tony Frewin was first put his knowledge to good use when
his team discovered an RCIED soon after starting in theatre.  He

also made use of his Mastif f Comd’s
qualification when he commanded a
Mastiff vehicle straight into a Hesco
Bastion wall. 

LCpl Gaz Parsons and LCpl Clayton
Bur nett have been thrown in at the
deep end but appear to be enjoying
their first tour. They did not have
much luck with their poor attempts at
tour tashes but have been keeping
the posties busy with the volume of
letters and parcels from their families.
This has led to much grumblings fr om
Sgt Matt Ruddy who claims he has
not received a parcel since his tour in
Kosovo although he has
compensated himself for this by
spending some of his tour bonus in
the PXs in Bastion and KAF. Now all

the BGs have completed a full Relief in Place (RiP), the teams are
expecting an increase in the op tempo and will be looking
forward to some well earned R&R.   

Cpl Frewin with a local child

OTHER UNITS

LCpl Parsons and Cpl Neely

NCISS LATINA 
ITALY

Senior British Officer Lt Col GL Benson
RSM WO1(RSM) K Oliver

The permanent staff at the school consists of ar ound 100 military
and civilian personnel drawn from all over NATO.  The UK
contribution comprises 1 Of ficer, 1 WO and 11 SNCOs from all 3
Services.  We currently have 1 CPO from the Royal Navy, 7
SNCOs from the Royal Air Force and 5 members of the Royal
Corps of Signals. The remainder of the staff at NCISS come from
a number of dif ferent NATO member countries. Germany and The
United States both make a sizable contribution to the military

component but other nations such as Canada, Portugal, Spain,
Greece and of course Italy are also represented.  Luckily for our
instructors, all lessons are taught in English, the primary language
of NATO.

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES

This has been a busy year for the staff at the School and the
British component has r ecently undergone a number of
personality changes.  First we would like to bid a very warm
welcome to Lt Col Granville Y eomans who will join us in January

660 SIGNAL TROOP (EOD)
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2010 to assume the post of Chief Training Branch and he also
inherits the dubious honour of being the Senior British Of ficer
(SBO).  Of course, with every new arrival there must be a
departure so we would like to take this opportunity to say far ewell
and best wishes to Lt Col Guy Benson who leaves us to take up
a post in Whitehall.  The RSM position has also recently
experienced change this summer with the arrival of WO1(RSM)
Kent Oliver who is accompanied by his wife, Kerr e, and
daughters Jaime and Lily .

The 2 Army Instructor posts have recently changed with the
arrival of SSgt Gordon Campbell from 32 Sig Regt with his wife
Emma and their 2 children, Jor dan and Jay.  Also joining the
School from the Army Recruiting Team Scotland is Sgt Lee
Ebdon , who is accompanied by his wife, Marie .  A warm
welcome is extended to both.

50th ANNIVERSARY AND CHANGE OF COMMAND NCISS
LATINA - by SSgt Campbell

The School has recently celebrated 2 main events; namely the
NCISS 50th Anniversary and the Change of Command from Col
Borfiga to Col Cappone .  Both of these events are worth
mentioning in their own right and I will start with a little bit about
the history of NCISS.. In 1959 the so-called ‘initial phase’ started
in Latina. Although ‘Collective’ education and training had been
going on since the inception of the Alliance in 1949, education
and training activities expanded enormously .  As a result of
NATO’s expansion to 15 Nations, NATO forces were no longer a
collection of national units but wer e beginning to be consolidated
into a single body.  It was therefore considered the right time to
establish a common comms system within the or ganization; this
was called the ACE High. 

In October 1959, the civilian contractor r esponsible for
establishing a chain of tropospheric scatter radio links, which
later became NATO’s ACE HIGH Comms System, began to train a
small number of NATO personnel.  This training was conducted at
Borgo Piave, Latina, some 60kms south of Rome, in a limited
facility provided by MOD Italy for this purpose.  Subsequently , in
April 1974, the title of the “SHAPE Centralized Training Facility”
(SCTF) was changed to the “NATO Communications School
(NCS) Latina”.

It was not until 1989 that the School was r enamed the “NATO
Communications and Information Systems School” (NCISS) and
this name still lives on to this day.  In total NCISS has trained
more than 56,000 students from more than 80 countries on more
than 5,500 courses, since its inception and this number incr eases
year after year.

CHANGE OF COMMAND P ARADE

The Parade was held in the Aula Magna Hall on the day of the
50th Anniversary because there was a forecast of rain – which we
expected but never came.  There were many past and present
members of the unit in attendance and Mrs Beverly Whitelock
narrated the whole ceremony very well in both English and Italian.
The whole event was filmed by AFN and a few of the Americans
got some good face time on American television; namely SSG
Rob Curtis whom looked quite the part with only 97 medal
ribbons – which is lower than their national average.

The change of command from Col Borfiga to Col Cuppone was
overseen by the Director of NCSA, Lt Gen Hermann and
conducted by the RSM, WO1 Oliver .  The colour guard played an
important part and consisted of YN1 Ramone Jef ferson
(American Sailor of the year 2009) SSgt Gor don Campbell and
SF Ralf Vockinger .  The ceremony passed without incident and
was a great success apart from the RSM’s impressive medal
collection deciding to jump of f his chest at the end of the
ceremony; apparently, this was the result of a perfect bend and
drive Airborne drill movement.  The change of command parade
was finalised by a spot of lunch in the Of ficers Mess followed by
a tour of the School explaining the history and what is curr ently
being instructed at NCISS.

The main event of the day was always going to be the all-
inclusive evening meal, which was attended by over 200 people.
The event was held at a local restaurant where the food and
entertainment was excellent. 

REMEMBRANCE DA Y AT ANZIO WAR CEMETERY 
- by Sgt Lee Ebdon

On Sunday 8 November 2009, the British, Canadian and
American personnel from the School along with their families
attended the Remembrance Day Service at the Commonwealth
War Graves Cemetery at Anzio.  Ex-service members and
expatriates currently living in the surrounding area also joined us
to pay their respects.  The event was organised by WO1(RSM)
Oliver and presided over by Capt (Padr e) David Gr eenwood of
the Canadian Navy who travelled down fr om Rome in order to
perform the service.  Wreaths were laid on behalf of the
Commonwealth and the personnel fr om all 3 services who paid
the ultimate sacrifice in the service of our country .

A great advantage of being posted to Latina is the ability to
conduct our act of r emembrance on the site of one of the must
famous operations of WW2, Op SHINGLE.

After the initial invasion of the Italian mainland in September
1943, the Allies made steady progress despite stif f resistance.  By
the end of October, however, the Allied Forces were facing the

NCISS past and present WOs – Capt Read, WO1(RSM) Oliver and
Capt Alger

WO1(RSM) Oliver receiving the NCISS flag from the outgoing
Commandant
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CO Lt Col Dooley
RSM WO1(RSM) Walledge

EXERCISE APHRODITE’S SUNRISE IV – OFFSHORE SAILING
3 – 17 OCTOBER 09- by LCpl Amanda Bertham AGC (SPS)

Ex APHRODITE’S SUNRISE IV was a Joint Service Unit Level 3
adventure training expedition involving the challenging and
exciting sport of of fshore sailing.  The plan was to travel from
Athens down through the Cyclades to Crete then back up
through the Saronic Coast finishing back at Athens.  The 3 aims
of the expedition wer e to introduce novices to the sport, to give
Competent Crew a chance to gain mileage, night hours and
navigation training prior to a Day Skipper’ s course and for
Coastal/Day Skippers to carry out 2 Yachtmaster qualification
passages.  The 16 people that took part wer e made up of 12
Army and 4 RAF personnel. The yachts were hired from a private
company Kavas Yachting, based in Kalamaki Marina in Athens.
As they came with rather dull names we made up our own out of
Greek names for type of Fish. Meet the crews.

Fouskes – No English equivalent for this invertebrate
Kydhonia – Warty Venus

Skipper WO1 Bob Munson RE
Skipper WO2 Nick Perkovic AGC(SPS)
1st Mate WO1 Martin Arundel
1st Mate WO2 Jason Gar ner
Red Watch leader LCpl Amanda Bertham AGC(SPS)
Red Watch leader SAC Daz Huckstepp RAF
Green Watchleader LCpl Chris Innes AGC(SPS) 
Green Watchleader Flt Lt Al Grieves RAF
Pusser (Red) Sgt Craig ‘Petchy’ Petch 
Pusser (Red) Cpl Andria MacMurray AGC(SPS)
Ass Pusser (Green) Cpl Steve Pullan RAF
Ass Pusser (Green) Flt Lt Steve Joseph RAF 
Engineer (Red) Capt Dave Longmuir
Engineer (Red) Sgt Lor na Wildsmith AGC(SPS)
Bosun (Green) Sgt Ross Stanley RE
Bosun (Green) SSgt Paul Fitzmaurice

After nearly a year in the planning, the day finally arrived.  There
we all were at the MT on a sunny Saturday morning waiting for
the minibus driver who had lost the keys – a good start!
Fortunately they were found and the journey began.  We flew
from Larnaca to Athens and then took a bus to the marina to find
our yachts.  Fortunately we had sent the 2 skippers on ahead to
do the takeover, so it was on board, bag a bed and send the
pursers off to the shops to get a least a week’ s worth of grub,
which was not as easy as it sounds.  First they wer e driven to
one shop for drinks, then in another car to a shop for food and
then a third car to bring them back to the boats.  That evening we
all headed out for a crew meal to celebrate everyone arriving in
one piece. 

Day 2 started well with Cpl Andria MacMurray losing the
contents of her handbag; money , cards and phone, possibly into
the harbour but she seemed most upset about losing her new lip
gloss which had a light on it.   W e started the day with basic sail
training in the marina with the plan to set of f to at midday.
Unfortunately the marina at Vougliamenis was fully booked so it
was a quick chart check, a new destination of Lavrion chosen
and away we went.  Kydhonia took the lead and as the wind
wasn’t playing we motor ed on carrying out some man overboar d
drills.  Skipper WO2 Nick Perkovic seemed not to like the idea of
Lavrion Town Quay and took us to the Olympic Marina instead.
When we arrived and pointed this out he r eplied with “Oops”.
The highlight of the day for me was being one of the few people
who weren’t hanging over the guard rails feeding the fish.  

Each day’s sailing was used to its full capacity for training and
within a few short days everyone on boar d knew their way around
the boat and could raise and lower the sails with ease.  Each day
still had its trials and they always seemed to be when mooring up
for the night, with Kydhonia hitting snag after snag.  In the quiet
little bay of Ormos Vathi we dropped anchor and dr opped Sgt
Ross Stanley ashore with a big shovel to dig us a BBQ pit (much
to his delight) and when we could no longer see him (all 6ft plus
of him), we decided it was deep enough and joined him on shor e
for a beach BBQ.  Meanwhile the silence of the bay was
interrupted by the sounds of Kydhonia’s anchor winch as they
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German winter defensive position known as the Gustav Line.
This stretched from the river Garigliano in the west to the Sangro
in the east and incorporated the formidable obstacle of Monte
Cassino.  Initial attempts to br each the western end of the line
were unsuccessful, so a plan was devised to outflank it and open
the road to Rome. 

Op SHINGLE was launched in January 1944 and involved the
amphibious landing of some 36,000 Allied tr oops behind the
German lines at the costal town of Anzio, which lies
approximately 50kms to the south of Rome.  Although the
landings at Anzio were relatively unopposed, the Germans quickly
regrouped and a stalemate ensued. A breakout was not actually
achieved until May of that year after some vicious fighting and a
great loss of life on both sides.  Those British and
Commonwealth personnel who fell during the battle ar e interned
at one of two locations. 

The Beachhead War Cemetery, Anzio lies close to the site of the
original casualty clearing station.  Burials wer e made direct from
the battlefield after the landings and later , after the Army had
moved forward, many bodies were brought in from the
surrounding countryside.  The cemetery contains 2,316
Commonwealth burials of the WW2, 295 of them unidentified.

The location for the second cemetery at Anzio was selected not
long after the landings and the burials here date from the period
immediately following the initial assault.  Anzio War Cemetery
contains 1,056 Commonwealth burials; 19 ar e unidentified.

The event was a resounding success and was carried out with
great dignity and respect.  The locations are very much worth a
visit should you ever find yourself either on course at the School
or enjoying the splendours that Italy has to of fer on holiday.   

Sgt Lee Ebdon with the bugler at Anzio Beachhead Cemetery
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went around and round the bay trying to get the anchor to bite.
The next day we sailed to Santorini, which is a beautiful clif f top
town; the island formed part of the crater of an active volcano,
where once again mooring up was an experience.  First we
dropped Sgt Ross Stanley off on top of a huge shipping buoy to
secure the bowline; meanwhile I had to row the dinghy taking Cpl
Steve Pullan and a stern line ashore.  When we got there, it
turned out to be too short and so after using every r ope on
board, we finally had enough for a single stern line.  In the
process I managed to cut my foot on the r ocks which despite
being minor leaked blood to such an extent that it looked like a
tin of red paint had been chucked in the dinghy .  We then had the
dilemma of needing a second ster n line with no ropes left, so we
had to scavenge every bit of rope we could find including taking
them off the sails.  By this time WO1 Bob Munson had burst the
dinghy and we were all ready to call it a day.  Then it was
Kydhonia’s turn.  She went for the anchor option and this all went
sour when the anchor got stuck at 40m deep and then the winch
motor bur nt out.  At this point WO2 Perkovic was heard to shout:
“If you weren’t my best mate Munson , I’d really hate you right
now”.  After several phone calls to Mr Kavas , of Kavas Yachting,
he promised to send a new motor down on a ferry the following
day.  However the damage list wasn’ t complete yet, either to me
or the boats.  As they came side by side, our dinghy outboar d got
caught on something on the other boat which snapped the
mounting board.  Having caught the outboar d just before it went
into the sea, I was rewarded by the 2 boats crushing my wrist.
Finally all was secure and some of the crew went ashore to see
the sights.  For those of us who stayed on boar d, we could tell
WO1 Munson wasn’t happy about our bow line, because we
were between 2 boats if it snapped, we had nowher e to go.
Eventually at 2200hrs, he decided he wanted another bow line
out, so as I was injured he took LCpl Chris Innes in the squashy
dinghy in the dark with no paddles.  However for esight is a
wonderful thing because when we came to untie the following
day, there were only a few strands left on the original bow line.  

The following day there was plenty of time in the mor ning to
explore the town at the top of a clif f while a diver was hired to
recover the anchor.  As the queue for the cable cars was
massive, we decided to risk a donkey ride to the top.  This is a
once in a lifetime experience, because if you’ve done it once you
wont do it again – the crazy beasts!  Then it was back to the
boats and getting r eady to go to a marina on the south side of
the island.  However for myself and Flt Lt Steve Joseph it was a
non-sailing day.  First we took a taxi to the main port on the
island to wait for the ferry with the motor on then another taxi
round to the marina where the boats were already waiting.
Kydhonia immediately set to replacing their motor while we
undertook some sail repairs and dinghy patching.  That day was
WO2 Perkovic birthday, so it was all out for a cr ew meal with the
restaurant owner thoughtfully pr oviding a cake.  Saturday
morning came and we were halfway through our journey with the
first of the night legs coming up.  Unfortunately sailing was not on
the cards as once again the wind refused to play ball; so it was
motor on all the way to Cr ete.  The journey to Crete was fairly
mundane.  We were the lead boat and all Kydhonia had to do was
follow.  We were therefore slightly confused as to why they wer e
doing big zigzags behind us.  On arrival in Crete we questioned
this and discovered that Red Watch (re-named as “Clakker
Watch” by WO2 Garner) was too busy chatting to bother with
insignificant little tasks like steering.

Another mishap occurred on Crete.  This time SAC Daz
Huckstepp lost his wallet, again believed to be in the harbour .
However determined that all was not yet lost, he was in with his
snorkel and mask searching for it, but to no avail.  As we left
Crete for our 2nd overnighter, the weather forecast said mild
winds and sunshine but within 10 mins of leaving the harbour , it
became apparent this wasn’ t to be.  With the sails set to the 3r d
Reef, i.e. the smallest amount of sail showing, we were still doing
6 – 7 knots with the boat at such an angle the side decks wer e
under water.  It was pitch black the rain was side on and the
visibility so bad you couldn’ t see the front end of the boat.  All in
all it was a thoroughly challenging experience.  On arrival in
Ermioni, we discovered we had just sailed through the tail end of

a tornado that had hit Athens.  Within the first 5 mins of our
arrival, the police turned up and asked us where our other boat
was, at which point we r ealised everywhere we went, the police
knew we were coming.  Ermioni was a quiet little town which
claimed to have the oldest r estaurant in the Saronic; it’s a shame
the service didn’ t match the food quality .  

The following day, we set the sails and were away but not as fast
because the wind was right on our tail so we had to do a zigzag
course.  In the first hour we had only travelled 1½ miles so a
rethink was required.  We didn’t want to waste the wind by
putting the motor on so we rigged the sails into a goose wing
with one sail to port and the other to starboar d.  Kydhonia had no
such option, as they had ripped their sails in the stormy weather ,
so it was motor on for them.  As we wer e approaching Methana,
despite the fact ther e was not a drop of wind, Bob decided to put
the sails up and travel at 1½ knots per hour and then deployed
Sgt Stanley and Cpl Steve Pullan with there size 12 feet to sit
on the back and kick.  Amazingly this speeded us up by a tenth
of a knot.  The marina at Methana was full so we were directed to
moor up on the outer wall wher e the main ferry goes to.  This
turned out quite well as the town is so named because of the
smell of Methane in the air, which thankfully we escaped.  Once
again Kydhonia thought their anchor hadn’ t taken, so in went
SAC Huckstepp with his snorkel to check while trying to dodge 3
other yachts coming in to dock.  Methana was a quiet town so
after a quick tour of the seafr ont it was back on boar d for dinner
and a quiet night.

Next it was of f to Ageina which was a very busy port with lots of
ferries coming and going.  We were sure that Kydhonia had seen
the huge passenger ferry coming up behind it but with a blast of
its fog horn the whole boat leapt 6ft in the air and did a complete
circle around it….oops.  Thanks to that Fouskes was first in the
harbour and found a prime mooring spot right by the main r oad
until Bob in a moment of insanity gave it up to Kydhonia and
picked one further away for us.  We had the anchor down and the
warps tied on when WO1 Munson started his tutting on the
bows.  He claimed he wasn’ t happy about the anchor and so to
prevent him doing this all night, we insisted we go out and do it
again.  After a good meal cooked by Gr een watch (and about
time too as whenever it was their shift we always seemed to be
eating out) a well deserved drink was in order, so it was off to the
only pub in town which sold spicy rum and a good night was had
by all.

Finally on our last sailing day, the rain poured the lightning
flashed and the thunder crashed so we wer en’t hanging around.
It was motor on and fully steam ahead with a shower of
hailstones on the way.  After only a couple of hours we wer e
moored up back in Kalamaki Marina in Athens.  With the boat put
to bed, it was time for lunch and with nearly everything left in the
cupboards cooked, we had to invite the other cr ew on board to
help us finish it, even then it was a struggle. The afternoon was
spent cleaning the boat fr om top to bottom and then it was out
for our last crew meal followed of course by the obligatory Irish
Bar.  Much fun and adventure was had by all.   

WO1 Martin Arundel and Sgt Craig Petch hoist the mainsail
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDA Y - by Cpl Lawson

Sunday 8 November marked the Remembrance Day Service for
Ayios Nikalaos.  All personnel and dependents were invited to the
Service held at the unit parade square to honour personnel who
had served in conflicts past and pr esent. The Service began with
all three Sqns marching onto the parade squar e and forming up
around the seated dependents.

Padre Edwar ds conducted the Service with a number of r elevant
texts and selected hymns with music being pr ovided by Cpl Bitu
Williams , Miss April Edwar ds and Ms Paige Anderson .  There
were also passages read by WO1 RSM Walledge and the CO, Lt
Col Dooley reading from St Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.
After Last Post there was a 2 minute silence.  A junior rank from
each Sqn and a representative from the Royal Air Force
Association laid wreaths on the monument.  

Padre Edwar ds also gave the congregation the chance to sing,
playing the National Anthem twice, just to be sur e we did.  After
the Service everybody went to their r espective Messes where
each had a function.  A disco at the
Combined Mess and a very nice free curry
was available at the Players Lounge for
Junior Ranks from the CO.  A collection was
also taken during the Service with all
donations given to the Earl Haig Poppy
Appeal. 

‘MISS JSSU’ COMPETITION 2009 
- by Cpl Robson

You would think that a Miss JSSU
competition would have the female of the
species parading up and down the catwalk,
perfect, dressed to impress with great make-
up, but this was no or dinary competition as
there were no ladies on the catwalk at all.
Throughout the evening we kept on telling
ourselves the aim was to raise money for
SSAFA as well as providing ‘quality’
entertainment for the enthusiastic spectators.

As with any beauty competition ther e was an
evening dress round, a talent round and the
obligatory swimwear r ound.  The event was
compèred by the Royal Navy’s LPT Mags

Maguir e with a formidable judging panel consisting of the CO, Lt
Col Mike Dooley , his wife Lorraine with Michelle Page , SAC
Rick Lawson , and Simon Cowell look-a-like SAC Rich Kelly .
The scoring was conducted by the Unit’ s Pantomime Dame, Lt
Jamie W alker RN looking delectable in her flowery outfit and
pink wig.

Eight competitors strutted their stuf f on stage:

Lola Long Legs, Jaymie Per cival was
first up, giving the cr owd a glimpse of
what was to follow .  Peggy Sue, WO2
Ted Page followed looking like a pr o,
albeit with toilet paper hanging fr om his
skirt.  Ayisha, Capt Giles Bar nett was a
perfect middle-easter n wife, dressed in a
Burqa obediently following her
demanding husband LCpl Kelly Winser .
Frieda, Capt Fr ed Fensom looked like a
gym-fit Barbie princess impr essing the
Judges with her lunging ability .  Miss
Mary Hinge, Cpl Mark Robson donned a
long red dress and short spiky red hair to
match.  Talula, Sig Jay Nichol looked like
a natural blonde female who had spent
her life in heels.  Sasha, Capt Tony
Glover provided a taste of the orient
wearing a kimono, flashing some thigh to
gain more points from the Judges and
finally Roberta, Cpl Rab McLeod in a
very short yellow summer dress with
Goldilocks’ hair, Austin Powers style
Platforms and the grace of Mother Bear. 

Tough questioning followed the
contestants’ first trip up the aisle, with
the judges attempting to pr obe for more
information to aid them in picking a

winner.  After the eveningwear round the scores were close.  The
talent round saw the scores blown apart with the dif ferent talents
being displayed.  Lola set the benchmark with a stunning
performance from the musical Chicago. Peggy Sue impr essed
with juggling and walking on her hands – this displayed her
loyalty to the Tri-Service Unit with her home-made Navy , Red and
Blue knickers.  Talula’s basque popped of f during a gyrating
rendition of Lady Marmalade but in true showwoman fashion, the
show went on.  Sasha ate her way to the Judges’ hearts by
demonstrating that she can eat sausages without using hands.
The CO was the subject of a portrait, aptly named the Mona
Dooley and Roberta attempted some jokes, but alas the beer was

present and the words merged together, so
the CO was the victim of a ‘dance’ by the
timid Roberta.

The long awaited swimwear section arrived
and without going into too much detail ther e
were some ‘stunning’ outfits that wowed the
audience.  These included 2 piece swim suits,
a soaking wet Burqa from Ayisha, a painful
looking Borat-inspir ed two-piece wor n by
Sasha and a watersports loving Mary with
flippers, armbands, inflatable ring, snorkel and
a mask who waddled like a duck down the
catwalk.

The results were announced with prizes
ranging from a hotel stays to a bottle of the
good stuf f.  Talula was crowned ‘Miss JSSU’
and secured herself a performance in-front of
a bigger audience at NIKFEST along with
runner-up Lola Long Legs.  The event was a
huge success raising over €700 for SSAFA.
Many thanks go to the competitors who took
part, the supporters who ar e now mentally
scarred and the team from HQ Sqn and
SSAFA who organised the event.    

2 Squadron on parade at the Remembrance Day Service at Ayios Nikalaos

Miss JSSU (Cyprus) 2009 – Sig Jay Nichol
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JOINT SER VICE SIGNAL UNIT (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj Dennis W eir MBE
PSAWO WO1 John Farr ell

INTRODUCTION

JSSU(V) is a tri-service reservist unit, based at RAF Digby, and
our role is to provide contingency support to the JSSO and
appropriate Other Government Departments.  The ‘Green’
element of the unit consists of ex-Regular Royal Signals and
Intelligence Corps officers and other ranks who have appr opriate
trade qualifications and experience of service in the JSSO
organization.  The smaller ‘Dark Blue’ and ‘Light Blue’ elements
consist of ex-RN and ex-RAF tradesmen and tradeswomen with
similar JSSO experience.   We are currently manned to
approximately 80% of our establishment of 85 personnel.

TRAINING

Since we are a ‘national’ reservist unit, whose members live as far
afield as the North of Scotland and deepest Devonshir e, we
conduct our trade and military training on a 1 weekend per month
basis, reinforced by a 2 week annual concentration, either as part
of a bigger NATO ex or as ‘lodgers’ with one of the Regular JSSO
units, such as JSSU(Digby) or JSSU(Cyprus).

EXERCISE HERMES VENTURE 09

Our annual concentration in 2009 took place at RAF Digby in the
early part of September.  It took the form of 10 days intensive
trade training, sponsored and delivered by our hosts,
JSSU(Digby) but also included 2 days military training, delivered
by the excellent instructors of RAF Digby’ s GDT flight, led by Sgt
Brian Wilkinson of the ‘Royal Corps’.  

All the aims of both the trade and military training wer e fully met
and the OC’s very special thanks go to Capt Ian Piears , our

‘part-time’ (we shar e him with JSSU(D))
Training Officer, who designed and
delivered a remarkably effective and
well coordinated training programme.

THE OC’S CUP

Each year the three Tps, Alpha, Lima
and Romeo, compete enthusiastically
for the OC’s cup.  Different events are
contested thr oughout the year and this
year they culminated in a Volleyball
competition, which took place on the
first day of camp and a shooting
competition during the military training
weekend.

The winners of a hard fought Volleyball
competition wer e Lima Tp.

With the Volleyball competition complete and only one event left,
Lima Tp led the rankings, but only 2 points separated all 3 teams.
Anticipating the distinct possibility of at least 2 teams finishing
with the same total, the OC decr eed that the Shooting
competition would, if r equired, be the tie-br eaker and that proved
to be a very wise decision, because Romeo Tp came fr om 3rd
place to joint 1st place with success in that event.  Particularly
praiseworthy was the fact that R Tp Comd, Capt Steve Rofe, led
by example, coming out as top shot acr oss the whole unit.

GOLF COMPETITION

Despite the intensity of training during the annual camp, time was
found one evening to run a 9 hole Stableford competition on a
local course.  This was won by WO1 Mark Gould, on a count-
back, from the OC and WO1 Rob Har e.  At least all 3 on the
podium were from the Royal Corps.

The social highlight of our 2 week concentration at RAF Digby
was our version of the X Factor (Note: Perhaps Y Factor would
have been more appropriate for us).  This took place in our unit
bar, the Y Return and was brilliantly put together by Capt Clive
Sanders and compèred by Maj Ian Far quharson . It has to be
said that all the acts were of a very ‘remarkable’ standard, but the
winners by a landslide were ‘Stavros and Son’, in the form of our
PSAWO, WO1 John Farr ell and WO2 Charlie Br own.

JSSU(V) formed up for militar y training

‘Stout’ Yeomen (EW) – WO1 Mark Gould, Ssgt Leo Sayer, WO2
Loz Hill and WO1 Paul Friend prepare to be gassed  

A proud Tp Comd, WO1 Andy Marshall (extreme right), poses
with the winning team
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It is worth noting at this point that WO1 John Farr ell is about to
retire from the Corps after 47 years service, as a boy soldier,
Regular and NRPS.  One suspects this is not the most
complimentary pictur e of him that has ever appeared in The Wire.
There will, no doubt, be mor e on John’s retirement in our next
appearance in this magazine.

A ROUND UP OF OTHER NEWS

Our congratulations go to Sgt Clar e Warburton whose diligence
in training and subsequent support to vital Digby operations
earned her this year’s John Berry Trophy award.

WO1 Mick Davies and WO1 Jeanette Jensen also earn a very
special mention for making the long flight to the Falkland Islands
to support JSSU(FI) during Ex FALKLANDS FORUM

At the very time of the writing of these notes, WO1 Ted Roberts
is enjoying the delights of Sennelager and Ex ARCCADE FUSION.
Well done, Ted.

Finally, during this year we have said goodbye to our civilian Chief
Clerk, Marina Neighbour and welcomed here replacement Sian
Mood .  Sian is already settling in well and getting to grips with
the vagaries of JPA.  In her alter ego Marina remains a TA
member of our unit, so we have not lost her completely . .

All in all a very good second half of 2009 in which we have
achieved a great deal, both professionally and socially.  We look
forward with some tr epidation to 2010, bearing in mind the
current uncertainties of TA service, and in the realization that our
invaluable NRPS PSAWO, John Farr ell, will shortly retire.  

WO1 John Farrell milks the applause, while WO2 Charlie Brown
hangs his head in embarrassment

DE&S - CYPRUS COMMUNICA TIONS UNIT

OC Maj MC McCorry
USM WO2 N Elliot

The last 2 months have seen a number of events and changes
within CCU.  Not least the final iteration of the CCU W alkdown
charity event and the adjustment for many to working as Military
Transitional Service Providers (MTSPs) under the MSC initiative.
For the most part the sun has still been shining in Cyprus, even
through November, and personalities have been taking advantage
of all the island has to of fer, while maintaining support to HQ BFC
and working on fixed comms infrastructur e projects.  Most
recently we all had cause to celebrate the start of the Christmas
season and also congratulate the QM, Capt Dave W atson on his
selection for promotion.

CCU WALKDOWN

It’s 1700hrs at OSCARS, the Cyprus Communications Unit (CCU)
Families Club in Episkopi Garrison.  The club is strewn with
Military and Civilian Personnel, nursing an array of different
injuries, ranging from light sunbur n to swollen knees and heat
exhaustion.  So why, through all of this suffering and pain do
people have a glow of self-satisfaction?  The answer… almost
300 people have just taken part in the CCU Walkdown, an
orienteering team race from Platres in the Troodos Mountains to
Episkopi Garrison.  This gruelling event has been running for
many years, raising thousands for multiple charities.  This
particular Walkdown was all the more memorable as it is the last
one to be organised by CCU.  The event itself has been run since
1982 by 12 SU RAF, inherited by CCU in 2002.  This being the
swansong event, the pressure was on to produce the best yet
and CCU delivered, after 8 months planning by organiser SSgt
Ian Farr ow .

After meeting at 0530hrs at Episkopi Gym for a safety brief, all
participants wer e taken by coach to the Troodos Mountains to
start the race.  The start was staggered, with those who intended
to walk the distance going of f first, the joggers setting of f 30 mins
later, and the serious runners last.  The distance of the race varies
greatly, with those who can r ead a map well and having2 FofS and a Boss prepare to depart

Cpl Barlow after a sandwich and Sig Billingsley leave Sgt Le May
trailing as he struggles to the finish!
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researched the route properly running approximately 22 miles.
Those who don’ t know which way r ound to hold a map could end
up doing a marathon distance, or mor e in some circumstances.
“Walkdown” is slightly misleading as much of the r oute is uphill.
In addition, the entrants also have to deal with some extr emely
arduous terrain, clambering uphill of f track with loose r ock and
foliage under foot which is far fr om ideal.  Couple this with
searing temperatures reaching up to 35º in the shade, and you
have a challenge most wouldn’ t even consider. However this
group of ambitious individuals, with ages ranging fr om 16 to 69
years, faced this head on, determined to finish the event.  Each
team consisted of 3 people, all of whom had to finish the race to
get an accredited time; those teams who finished with less than 3
were given a ‘Did Not Finish’ time – no pressure then. 

Inevitably not all teams managed to finish with 3 in a team, the
many support and first aid teams had quite a few pick ups to
make along the route, dealing with a number of injuries, mainly
heat exhaustion, problems with ankles and knees, and severe
blistering.  Quite a few left on crutches although nobody suf fered
any major injuries or lasting damage!  The support team also
gave one individual a small ride along the way to catch up with
his team mates, claiming he was at a disadvantage for having
short legs.  Although a handful of people wer e unable to
complete the event, teams who had lost a competitor joined with
other groups in the same circumstance and helped each other
along – for many this encapsulates the spirit of the event. 

The overall winners of the event were a team called “NON
COMPAS MENTES” finishing in a staggering time of 3hrs 11mins
57secs.  The team to cross the line last finished in just short of 9
hrs… long day!

This wasn’t the end of the day however.  CCU had arranged for a
presentations ceremony and entertainment that very evening.
While many were at home taking a well deserved soak, select
CCU personnel were frantically preparing for the influx of people
expected at the evening function.  W orthy of note are Cpl Kelly
Flynn RAF, LCpl Jase Buley , and LCpl Reeve who worked
solidly from 0400hrs in the morning straight through until 0100hrs
the following mor ning. Awards were presented to the winning
teams by the Comd British For ces Cyprus, Maj Gen JH Gor don
CBE, the OC and representatives of the main sponsors.  If an
award would have been given to the person with the lar gest
blister, this would have been won by Cpl Kerry Rosser RAF, who
boasted a blister that r esembled a water balloon attached to a
size 12 foot.  Food was then served for all, befor e CCU’s very
own rock band, ‘STG’ (it’s thought best not to give the full title),
took to the stage.  This was followed by an awesome light and
disco show pr ovided free of charge by Sgt Freddie Fr edricksen
RAF.  All enjoyed the evening, eating fine food, listening to good
music, comparing blisters and sharing stories of the epic
adventures of the day.  Weary legs then limped home to sleep like
the proverbial babies.

I shall end this by repeating just one of the many humor ous
stories told that very evening.  Cpl Nick Jones RAF was the
point of contact for anybody who had lost their way and was
unsure of how to pr oceed.  Around 1500hrs he received a call
from one team stating they wer e lost.  When he asked if they
could give a description of their wher eabouts, they replied: “We’re
next to some bondu, on a goat farm and I think we’r e pretty close
to the supermarket Orphanides”.  Cpl Jones then asked them for
a grid reference.  “What’s a grid reference?” was the quizzical
reply. He then explained that they could get said grid r eference
from the maps supplied.  “I knew we should’ve picked one of
those up” wer e the last words before many expletives were then
spoken.

Well done to all those involved and thanks to British T elecom,
Bailey Teswaine, Fujitsu and all the local sponsors for their
support.  Thanks also to the competitors and or ganisers whom
together contributed to raising an incr edible €8000.00 in support
of ‘Help for Heroes’. 

INFRASTRUCTURE TROOP

Tp OC Capt Matt T remelling
Aki Sect SSgt SSgt Dave King MBE
Dhk Sect SSgt SSgt Kips Fisher
Epi Sect SSgt SSgt Ian Farr ow

Infrastructure Tp was created on 1 Dec 09 to coherently manage
the drawdown and C2 of MTSPs acr oss the 3 main hubs of
activity: Akrotiri, Dhekelia and Episkopi.  Capt Tremelling who
arrived in May 09 was previously splitting his time between
commanding Tps in Episkopi in the West and Dhekelia in the
East, has taken on Akrotiri Tp from Capt Watson who is left free
to focus his main role as QM and the monumental task of
drawing down the unit QM’ s dept.  What were once large troops
in Aki, Dhk and Epi, are now sadly little more than sect strength
following the MSC initiative with drawdown of man-power , real-
estate and equipment firmly etched in people’ s minds.  

Capt Watson is thanked for his sterling leadership of Aki Tp while
still maintaining a fully functioning QM’ s Dept.  Capt Tremelling
has the challenge of commanding acr oss 3 locations separated
by over 100km, each with its own individual quirks, think of the
carbon footprint!

AKROTIRI SECTION - by LCpl Reeve

The Sect has been going though some changes in the past few
months with the arrival of Bailey Teswaine taking over all faults on
camp.  First we say a fond farewell to Cpl Mousley and Cpl
Thompson .  This now leaves the troop with no PTIs, much to the
delight of some of the Siggies.  Congratulations to Sig Malar ek
who came off this year’s board and is being posted to 10 Sig
Regt on promotion.

However with the departur es, there have been opportunities
for a few functions; most r ecent was a Greek theme night in
Limassol organised by Cpl Mousley .  This consisted off a
meze meal and Greek dancing to follow .  Unfortunately the
massive meze turned out to be mor e a damp squid and the
dancing was dubious to say the least . This didn’t stop
everyone having a good time, some more then others – you
know who you are.  Tied in with the theme night was a
presentation day on the history of Cyprus covering mainly
the Turkish invasion giving the chance for the junior ranks to
show off their presentation skills to the OC, USM and new
OC Tp. 

SSgt King , LCpl Har dy and Sig Malar ek have recently
joined the CCU Eagles football team with a few mixed
results mainly in the training schedule.  Akrotiri Sect 10 pin
bowling team have also received mixed results, mainly in the
form of being this years ‘whipping boys’ and have planted
themselves firmly at the bottom of the league table.  Besides
these mishaps, the Sect has been able to fulfil its role within
CCU dealing with RFCs and projects giving our young sigsThe final Walkdown cheque presentation
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the opportunity to gain mor e experience and fill in that Class 3 –
2 book.

The later part of this year has been a busy time for the Sect as
the station preps for the DII change over known as Project
WELCHMAN headed up by Cpl Thompson , Cpl Devlin and LCpl
Hardy.  Also Ex JOINT FOCUS has kept LCpl Reeve busy with a
comms survey of several buildings.  Overall it has been a busy
couple of months for Akr otiri Sect.  One thing is for sure though,
Sig Lollis is still the loudest member of the Sect.

EPISKOPI SECTION - by LCpl Hamilton

It’s been a busy few months in Epi Sect as we have handed over
to Bailey Teswaine.  Our work load has consisted of finishing of f
all projects including Welchman, which involved an emotional
2.5km uphill cable pull to SGS.  We were also tasked with the
installation of the emergency circuits and phone lines to the new
single living accommodation within Episkopi Garrison which is
now complete.

Our section has also been conducting annual MATT training.  This
included Map Reading instructed by SSgt(FofS) Dave Wood , and
Battlefield Casualty Drills instructed by Cpl ‘Dick’ Barlow and
LCpl ‘DJ Hammy’ Hamilton .  Everybody passed all aspects of
the training although Sig Daisy Dougherty struggled with
orientating the map, using a compass and with grid r eferences.

The last ever CCU Walkdown took place on 17 October .  Many
members of the Sect took part in the event as well as or ganising
it.  Cpl ‘Dick’ Barlow’ s team narrowly missed out on a tr ophy as
he was side tracked from the arduous terrain while passing the
sandwich wagon; this held him back a good 40 mins as he
stocked up on ‘carbs’ to get him to the finish line.

Best wishes from us all go to LCpl Buley who has recently been
in the UK for an operation.  Get well soon, Xmas duties are
coming up!!

Although the Sect is continuing to draw down and most people
are leaving, we received our final new addition just befor e the
MSC contract commenced.  A warm welcome to Cpl ‘Gweve’
Morgan who seems to be very enthusiastic in taking over as
resident Ginger from Sig Mark Billingsley , who will be leaving us
on promotion early next year.  We recently had a leaving do in
Paphos indulging in some Deep Sea Fishing.  Everyone managed
to catch some huge goldfish, followed by a T en Pin Bowling

competition.  We then headed for a night out in Coral Bay. The
day was arranged to say a fond farewell to LCpl ‘Pops’ Larkins
who has left us on promotion to Cpl for a trade training r ole in
Blandford.  Good luck to him on spr eading his wealth of
knowledge to the poor Phase 2 recruits.  Also leaving us is Sig
Andy Overs .  All the best for the futur e to both of you.

DHEKELIA SECTION - by Sig Downey

Dhekelia Sect has been hard at work recently carrying out cable
pulls at Ay Nik.  All the lads enjoyed the good for earm workout
from the cable pulls and we even had 2 keen workers deploy
from the office in the form of SSgt Fisher and the OC Tp.  We
have also been busy completing MATT training for the year and
Project Welchman is nearing completion (for our part that is). We
would all like to finally welcome Cpl ‘Gaz’ W atson to the unit
officially, after being attached to DNAT for so long.  I am sure Cpl
Mur ney and Cpl Barritt will enjoy his company in their of fice.
Sig Loney has also returned from the Falklands after spending 7
months there in cracking weather – so welcome back to Cyprus!

The last ever CCU Walkdown has now passed and a few
members of the Sect were involved. Cpl Keen was the
photographer for the day and took photos of each team as they
set off and finished.  Sig Downey , Sig Goodluck and Sig Loney
all formed a team and managed to complete it , suffering the pain
of the long day.  Sgt Sankey also entered a team with his wife,
Nicola and a family friend.  There was also a promotional team,
consisting of Sgt Poole , Sig Hopkins of Akrotiri Sect and the
manager from BTes (one of the main sponsors) who flew out from
the UK to compete.  Everybody found the event har d as the sun
was beaming down on us and tur ned it into a 22 mile ‘beasting’
but we all enjoyed the event and the fr ee curry afterwards.
Other members of the Sect have also been involved in dif ferent
activities and courses. Sig Van Zyl has managed to scrape
through his BSAC Sports Diver course while Cpl Foster has
enjoyed a spell of leave interrupted with LAN and BICSI courses
in between.  Sgt Poole has also passed the pilot aptitude and
medical course, so on behalf of everyone in Dhekelia Sect – well
done!

It is finally time to say goodbye to the one and only Sgt Sankey .
A man who made sure everyone was kept busy and was always
helping us overcome dif ficult times.  The whole Sect wishes him
good luck at his new unit and I personally will miss you…also
LCpl Matthews is leaving us and is heading for RAF Henlow, all
the best to him and his family .   

SPORT

ROYAL SIGNALS WINDSURFING

It has been some time since Corps windsurfing has graced the
pages of The Wire – too much time on the water and not enough
time in front of the keyboard.  Much has happened since our last
contribution and needless to say , Corps sailors are at the
forefront of Joint Services, Army and Inter-Corps events.

The 2008 season saw the Corps team finish in the strongest
position in years, being narrowly pipped by one point as Inter -
Corps champions by the RLC.  The series went right down to the
wire, with mistakes being made by both teams which kept the
competition extr emely tense.  Other awards included SSgt Rob
Hickley finishing 2nd overall in the individual rankings, and Capt
Jon Markendale winning the Intermediate class course racing
category, Intermediate overall and the Army Sailing Association
most improved sailor award.  Much of what had been achieved
can be attributed to the dedication and training pr ovided by Maj
John Fradley and Capt Bert Curtin , who have both put in many

hours to ensure that the less experienced sailors in the team and
club have continued to push themselves.

Training continued throughout the winter after the final Inter -
Corps race at Thorney Island in November.  Corps sailors proved
their dedication to the sport, braving temperatur es as low as 6°,
and the water temperature about the same, to put in the hours on
the water.  The 2009 season kicked off with the ASA Wave sailing
training camp in Rhosniegr, Wales.  Unfortunately only Rob
Hickley was ‘lucky enough’ to brave the conditions in late-Mar ch
due to work, ops and car eer course commitments that all seemed
to happen at the same time.  Rob put in a sterling performance
and finished 4th overall in a tough field of some seasoned south
coast sailors.  

May saw the Joint Services kick of f with F6 gales blowing cr oss-
offshore for the first day to make for some crazy , maxed out
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windsurfing.  Tuesday provided a good session of training on our
new slalom kit, purchased with Nuf field Trust and RSYC funds.
The introduction of the slalom class has been positively
welcomed as it is ideal for developing our newer sailors into
racing without them being overawed by the ‘big-rigs’ in the
Formula fleet.  Wednesday saw the F6 winds return, this time
more favourably in a cross-on direction which pr ovided some
excellent waves.  The severity of the wind meant that the safety
boats were unable to get out of Chichester Harbour entrance, so
yet again another day without racing.  Thursday and Friday saw a
decrease in the wind strength and 3 days racing crammed into
1½ days.  The week also saw the last time that Capt Bert Curtin
would race for the Corps, having taken a week of f from
resettlement to civvy life.

July saw more of the same at
the Army Individual
championships with
conditions ranging fr om 10 –
30 knots.  Racing was to a
great standard from master-
blaster to Formula course
racing and upwind and
crosswind slalom.  Rob
Hickley continued to put in
strong performances in spite
of carrying another injury –
this time a snapped ligament
in his bicep.  Jon
Markendale continued to
improve with top 10 finishes
in the individual races – not
too shabby to say this is his
first season in the ‘top flight’
of Army windsurfing.  SSgt
Steve White put in a worthy
performance in the
Intermediate category,
whereas Maj Fradley
essentially announced his
retirement from racing,
blaming sea-sickness, but continued in his ‘domestic-goddess’

role of ensuring that the team was well-fed, water ed and rested
throughout the week, with the assistance of ‘Camilla’ the camper
van.  Jon Markendale also qualified as a START windsurfing
instructor in July, under the excellent instruction of Jon Metcalfe ,
the ASA windsurfing manager.  Jon has also been appointed as
the Corps Windsurfing Rear-Commodor e, taking over from Maj
John Fradley who announced his retirement from the position at
the RSYC AGM.  John Fradley has taken Corps Windsurfing to
where it is today and leaves it in a strong position, with a good
racing pedigree that will only continue to impr ove, and a solid
base of Beginner and Intermediate sailors who will soon be
pushing for places on the Corps Top-flight team.

A look forward to 2010 when we will see 6 Corps windsurfers
depart to Dahab, Egypt, for the ASA training camp in pr eparation
for the Joint Services competition in May .  Additional training
opportunities will be pr ovided by the ASA Windsurfing Manager
at the Thorney Island Watersports Centre and 2 one-week
courses run by the Corps.  ASA course dates can be found at
http://www2.armynet.mod.uk/sports/asa/windsurfing/index.htm .
If you are interested in learning to windsurf, or you’r e a windsurfer
who has been out of the har ness and foot-straps for some time
and want to get back into the sport, please don’ t hesitate to
contact RoyalSignalsWindsurfing@armymail.mod.uk

The 2009/10 season began with the Corps Inter-Unit Hockey
competition in Aldershot at the beginning of October .  This
consisted of a mixed outdoor and indoor tour nament on
consecutive days.  The outdoor tour nament runners up were 10
Sig Regt, with a strong team from 2 Sig Regt coming out on top.
Most teams had only the odd Corps player and wer e bolstered by

many novice
hockey players so
the indoor
tournament was
many people’s first
experience of this
type of event.  10
Sig Regt and 2 Sig
Regt were again
jostling for the top
spots but it was 11
Sig Regt who won,
due in no small part
to the practice they
put in under their
coach, Brian
Mower .  Overall 2
Sig Regt won the competition with 10 and 11 Sig Regts finishing
joint second.  Some exciting new talent was spotted and
everyone, even those who had not before tried their hand at
hockey, really enjoyed the 2 day competition.

The first meeting of the Corps Ladies team was at the Indoor
Inter-Corps hockey competition on 22 October .  Training prior to
the competition seemed destined not to happen with other
commitments taking priority but this didn’ t deter the team from
having a positive outlook as we assembled for the first push
back.  Playing well in our pool, we won both our matches againstThe Corps Ladies indoor hockey team

ROYAL SIGNALS LADIES HOCKEY

Capt Jon Markendale holding
down a ‘Big-Rig’ at Hayling

Island

Capt Jon Markendale considers ‘sabotage’ against the Ar my No.1
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the REME and RLC.  This led to us playing the AGC in the semis,
a team who had won the competition in the last 2 years.  W e
began to work well as a team and after pulling out a 3 – 2 victory ,
in what was a very close match, we found ourselves in the final.
The AMS had a number of very strong players and it was nail-
biting throughout but following a number of outstanding br eaks

and goals from Capt George , 35 Sig Regt, Lt Bottoms , 3 Div HQ
& Sig Regt and Cpl Gunn , 21 Sig Regt, the Royal Signals were
victorious with the final scor e 4 – 2.  Winning a trophy and an
attractive crystal champagne glass each was a superb start to the
season and it’s hoped that the League and subsequent Outdoor
Inter-Corps competitions can continue in this vein.   

ROYAL SIGNALS CYCLING CHALLENGE

4 PEOPLE, 2 COUNTRIES, 1 CHALLENGE

261 Sig Sqn has notoriously gone through a rigorous 18 month
training programme as part of 11 Lt Bde which was pur ely formed
to deploy to Afghanistan on Op HERRICK 11.  With this attitude
in mind, 3 people from the Sqn decided they needed an
additional challenge during their first few months deployed.

The 3 Royal Signals personnel and a willing brother embarked on
a charity cycle from Lands End to John O’Groats raising money
for the injured soldiers’ charity ‘TOE IN THE WATER’.  The total
distance was 1,407km.  This was a cycle with a dif ference as half
of the team were in Afghanistan!

Sgt Andr ew Jor don-White and his brother Joe cycled the actual
route from Lands End to John O’Groats over 7 days.  They had to
face the British rain and gales of early November plus the
additional logistical challenges and punctur es.  As the week went
on, it became more emotional getting up at 0600hrs to spend all
day cycling along busy A Roads and trying to avoid the lorries
that rushed past.  Aching muscles wer e the order of every day
but as Scotland came into sight, so did the thought of r eaching
the finish line on the same day as the cyclists in Lashkar Gah.
The satisfaction of reaching the tip of Scotland was immense but
then they had to tur n around and cycle back to civilisation!  The
cycle was a great experience and worth the aching muscles and
the many hills to raise money for such a great charity.

Capt Rachel Thompson and SSgt Al Clark did the route on
cycling machines in Lashkar Gah, Afghanistan.  With op
commitments, most of the r oute had to be completed in the
hours of darkness so they were up at 0500hrs every morning for
19 days cycling 43km befor e breakfast and a total of 74 – 78km a
day.  Completing 1,407km over 19 days on a cycling machine
threw up its own challenges.  The scenery of the small sweaty
gym rarely changed and getting up at 0500hrs every day and
doing a 17 hour working day became emotional.  The support
from everyone in Lashkar Gah was fantastic and there was a big
team cheering as the final kms were cycled to reach ‘John
O’Groats’.

Capt Thompson said: “We wanted an additional physical
challenge and raising money to help the injured servicemen and
women who have sacrificed so much seemed fitting.  I have
personally worked with ‘Toe in the Water’ and seen what a
difference it makes and how it changes lives. It r eally is an
incredible charity.”

The tri-service initiative ‘TOE IN THE WATER’ aims to inspire the
men and women who have sustained often traumatic injuries,
including the loss of limbs, to move beyond their disability and to
become re-inspired by life.  Competitive sailing is a physically and
mentally challenging adventurous sport and pr ovides a unique
opportunity for injur ed men and women to sail and race on equal
terms with their able-bodied contemporaries.  The overar ching
aim of the project is to pr ovide competitive world class racing to
injured servicemen and women as an extension of their
rehabilitation at the DMRC Headley Court.

‘TOE IN THE WATER’ has helped Royal Signals soldiers including
Danny who after racing with the team, said: “I used my body in
different ways without r eally thinking about it and it has definitely
helped my confidence.  It was r eally great to feel like you are
achieving something together.”

The team have already raised over £6000 for ‘TOE IN THE
WATER’ and aim to raise over £8000 before the end of Op
HERRICK 11.  Any support for this superb charity that has helped
Royal Signals soldiers is greatly appreciated.

www.justgiving.com/toeinthewater cycle

Capt Rachel Thompson and SSgt Al Clark happily finish in
Lashkar Gah gym

Sgt Andrew Jordon-White befor e he departed Aldershot
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RHQ news .  Col Terry Canham succeeded Carl Conlon as
General Secretary in January.  We welcome Col Canham at the
start of his “second car eer”.  Some members will remember him
from his time as CO 11 Sig Regt when he introduced the
“Princess Royal Day Parade” at the RSA reunion.  We said a fond
farewell to Carl , who retired to spend mor e time in his garden in
Blandford.  Carl has contributed a tr emendous amount to the
RSA over the past 10 years.  Col Simon Kidner retired as
Regimental Colonel in December to be succeeded by Col David
(Olly) Halstead .

Branch af fairs .  Richar d Davis has succeeded Bob Vale as
Secretary of the Bath Branch.  Richar d can be contacted on
01225-859255.  Our thanks go to Bob for keeping the paperwork
in order over the past few years.  John Goodman has taken over
as Secretary of the Exmouth Branch and can be contacted on
01392-877207.

Facebook . Would members kindly note that I am not a fan of
“Facebook”, so I do not appr eciate receiving invitations to view
their page.

New Life Members . The following new Life Members have been
enrolled since the last issue of The Wire:

Rank/Name Service Unit/branch

Sgt Tim Babbage 1975-96
Sig David Fulton 1973-77
Sig Peceli T amanisau 2005-09
SSgt Steve Young 1986-09
LCpl Antony Malia 1998-04
Sig John Kirby 1955-57
Cpl George Stewart 1945-48 Southport Branch
Cpl Tom McDonald 1956-64 Sheffield Branch
Maj Raymond Naqvi 1963-72
Sig Keith Oldfield 1984-94
Sgt Dave Rycr oft 1990-date  1 (UK) ADSR
LCpl James Smith 1993-00
LCpl Mark Stanley 1978-85
Sgt Robert Rice 1977-94
SSgt Steve Frampton 1974-95
LCpl Paul Fitt 1978-89

THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIA TION

General Secr etary and T reasur er: Col (Retd) T Canham
Assistant General Secr etary: Maj (Retd) IN Gr eig

Welfar e Secr etary: Mrs L Sizeland
Membership Secr etary: Mr PJ Cuckow

Patr on: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals

Chairman: Brig NF W ood

Association Office
RHQ Royal Signals
Blandford Camp
Blandford Forum
Dorset 
DT11 8RH
www.royalsignlalsassociation.co.uk

Welfare Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2089

Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089
Email: welfare@royalsignals.mod.uk

Membership Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090

Tel (civ) 01258 482090
Email: rsa@royalsignals.mod.uk

Col (Retd) Terry Canham
Tel: 01258 482081

Maj(Retd) Ian Greig
Tel: 01258 482082

Mr Peter Cuckow
Tel: 01258 482090

ROYAL SIGNALS GOLF

ROYAL SIGNALS (NORTH) GOLFING SOCIETY – AUTUMN
MEETING

Despite the hard work of the former Secr etary, Brian Cullen,
many of you may not be aware of the existence of the Royal
Signals (North) Golfing Society.  We meet twice annually (Spring
and Autumn) to do battle against the tough track which is
Catterick golf course, but mor e importantly to meet up with old
friends from the Corps and to make new ones.  

This year’s Autumn Meeting was held at Catterick in
uncharacteristically warm and windless conditions on Friday 11
September.  The new Secretary, Steve Watson, began to get a
feeling for the size of the task he had taken on, when with less
than 2 weeks to go, he had only 12 players registered to play.
Steve pulled out all the stops and in the end a total of 35 golfers
took part.

The morning round was an individual Stablefor d competition
played in 3 divisions.  Results were:

Div 1 Winner John L yon (37 pts)
Runner Up Steve Watson (33)
Third Terry Cole (31)

Div 2 Winner Ray Thomas (39) and
overall winner

Runner Up Jef f Martin (35)
Third Harry O’Mahoney (34)

Div 3 Winner Stu Cor nish (36)
Runner Up Bob Combe (32)
Third Dave Smith (31)

After a quick lunch it was back out into the sunshine for a 4-Ball
Better Ball competition which was won by Chas Bir chall and Ian
Brereton with 42 points.  Ray Thomas and Derek Fowler took
the runner up prizes beating Terry Cole and Andr ew Lincoln on
count back, both pairs having scor ed 41 points.

The Spring Meeting will take place on 23 April 2010.  Unit Golf
Officers and individuals wishing to take part should contact the
secretary at steveandlinda.watson@btinternet.com.  
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LCpl Philip Spence 1979-93
Cpl Martin Henson 1997-05
Sig Andy Adshead 1996-01
WO2 Sean McIlr oy 1992-date  RSS
LCpl Ian Wilson 1982-94
Sig Mick Heaton 1960-63
Sgt Colin Richar dson 1982-06
Sig Julie W att 1999-05
Sig Jef f Tranter 1976-01
Sig Albert Shor e 1932-47
Sig Chris Sowiak 2002-10
Sgt Christine Dougan 1982-98 Glasgow Branch
Sgt Peter W ood 1984-09
Sig Roy Kewley 1942-45
LCpl Keith Hatfield 1957-60
LCpl Lesley Roberts 1980-84
Sig Ernest Bainbridge 1945-48
Sgt Adrian Rose 1980-93
Cpl Graham W ood 1961-70
Col Mike Payne 1963-89
WO2 Ian Eastwood 1988-date  Leeds Branch
SSgt Wayne Wood 1995-date  Leeds Branch
Sig George Smith 1952-1955
Sgt Martin Hutchinson 1970-93
Cpl Jim McCall 1984-94
Sgt Nick Tipping 1995-date  RSS
Cpl Joe Layfield 1974-83
Sig Brian Collins 1958-60
Sig Clive Moor e 1954-56
LCpl Gar eth For d 1986-95
Sgt Der ek Pickup 1964-74
Sig Ernest Bediako 2008-date
Sig Peter For d 1958-60 Air Fmn Sigs Assn
Sgt Dave Gelsthorpe 1982-95 Sheffield Branch
Sgt Ian Slocombe 1992-08
Sgt Ozie Pattison 1975-88
WO2 Mick Cooper 1975-91
Sgt John Hayden 1984-98
Cpl Stephen Jones 1971-85
SSgt Jock Bur ns 1963-87
Sig Mark Shakespear e 2000-05
WO2 Mark Ellis 1992-date  1st NATO Sig Bn
Capt Mike Minton 1975-99
SSgt George Fraser 1984-04 Aberdeen Branch
Cpl Bob Martindale 1977-83
Lt Col Ray Cory 1971-10
Maj Steve Jackson 1980-10
WO1 Brian Wilson 1964-96
Sig Peter Murphy 1989-94
Sig Andy Millar 1985-92
Cpl Alan Smith 1961-70
Sgt Jim Latimer 1971-92
Sig Gary Hollett 1977-83
Sgt Antony W ood 1980-04
Sig Geof f Car ney 1967-74
Sig Kar en Farrier(Dempsey) 1993-96
Cpl Chas Pirie 1960-70  

Tommy Thomas in memory of 
Thomas ‘Sam’ Elliott £20.00
Mrs FG Law £50.00
Jim Jarman in memory of Elgan Davies
(West Wales Branch) and Tom Elliott
(Eastbourne Branch) £40.00
56 Div (City of London Sigs) OCA in memory of 
Tom ‘Sam’ Elliott £50.00
Steve Bland in memory of Tom ‘Sam’ Elliott £25.00
Maj Roy Hughes in memory of Tom ‘Sam’ Elliott £20.00
Peter Mills £75.00
Rotherham Branch RSA £100.00
Denbury Boys 2010 (50th Anniversary) 
Ten Tors Team £827.00
Pat Drummond £20.00
Dennis Jones £5.00
Mr & Mrs A W atkinson in memory of Sam Elliott £20.00
Mr & Mrs J Bewick in memory of Sam Elliott £30.00
Dorset Branch RSA £200.00
Mr M L Richar dson £10.00
Mrs J Gr eenstr eet £50.00
Henry Galloway £10.00
Certa Cito Lodge £10.00
Richmond Raynet Group 
in memory of Maj (Retd) R A W ebb £50.00
Family and friends
in memory of Capt A W (Bill) Medhurst £50.00
42 Sig Regt Officers Club £185.00
Glossop & District Royal Signals 
Old Comrades Assn   £25.00
John Pike CBE in memory of 
Lt Col L V McNaught-Davis £30.00
J M O’Neill in memory of 
Lt Col Lionel V ictor McNaught-Davis £25.00
T P Furlonge in memory of
Lt Col L V McNaught-Davis £20.00
In memory of Thomas (Sam) Elliott 
cheques totaling £415.00  

DONATIONS

Collection at the Service of Thanksgiving 
for the life of Maj Gen Ar chie Birtwistle £830.51
BA Systems Graduate Conference 2009 £500.00
Donations in memory of Brig JO Peck OBE £165.00
S Clout £20.00
Donations in memory of Brig Paddy Evans CBE £973.34
R Waldr on £20.00
Cardiff Branch RSA £150.00
Rev Peter Riley £25.00
Roy Kewley £10.00
Mrs S Acathan £15.00
Leslie Ladbr ooke £15.00

COTSWOLD BRANCH

The Branch has had a busy 2 months.  On 27 October, we were
privileged to be invited to the Cheltenham Council of Old
Comrades Associations (CCOCA) 60th Anniversary luncheon at
the Regent Hotel, Staverton, Gloucester.  Unfortunately our
Chairman, Ray Woolley and his wife Jean were unable to attend
as Ray was suffering with a chest infection.  However George
Blake with his wife Jenny , Stuart and Pam James together with
Roger Taylor and Joan W right plus friends made up a jolly
‘Round Table’. The Chairman welcomed us and in a short speech
explained the origin and purpose of CCOCA.  We enjoyed an
excellent meal, helped down with a couple of bottles of wine

On 29 October, Stuart James planted the RSA Cross in the
Garden of Remembrance outside the Cheltenham Municipal
Offices.  Prior to this ceremony, those taking part wer e invited
into the Offices for cof fee.  We then assembled outside at
1130hrs and were called to attention at 1145hrs. Under a leaden
sky but thankfully dry , the Mayor and entourage, the British
Legion Standard Bearer, Bugler and Chaplin joined us for a short
service at 12 noon.  Prayers were said, followed by 2 minutes
silence and Last Post plus a short dedication to the fallen by the
Chairman of the British Legion. The parade was dismissed at
1230hrs when the Crosses were planted in marked spots

On the morning of Remembrance Day, 8 November, a Service
was held at the Cheltenham War Memorial followed by the laying
of wreaths by representatives of the various Armed Services,
including our Vice Chairman Mike W alker who did the honours
for us. The 2 minutes was followed by a mar ch past.  The
ceremony was unfortunately marred by the sound of loud music
coming from one of the shops in the Promenade. This so
incensed some members of the public that they formed a human



President Cyril Cooke
Chairman Ron Botham
Secretary Ray Jef fery

BRANCH STANDARD BEARER

After 3 years of carrying the Darlington Branch Standard, Fred
Freeman decided that it was time to hand over the honour to
someone else.   Fred has carried our Standard at the last 3 RSA
Reunion weekends, twice on each of the Remembrance Sundays
and on the sad occasions of funerals, when r equested by the
family.   He has “been on parade” 8 times in the last 12 months
representing the Branch.  Many thanks for your sterling ef forts
Fred.

Taking over from him is Ken Coates , who served as a Regular
from 1959 – 1970 and then joined the TA, 50 Sig Sqn in 1971 and
served until 1980.  In the late 1960s, when stationed with 244 Sig
Sqn, Ken underwent a Standard Bearer Training Programme, run
by the Royal British Legion and has been active as a Standard
Bearer ever since.  He joined the Fellowship of the Services in
1978 and is currently Durham Central District Standard Bearer for
them, a post that he has held for the last 8 years.   So Ken brings
plenty of experience to the appointment.
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We wish Ken many happy years of representing Darlington
Branch.  

Chairman Maj (Retd) Dick Of for d MBE
Hon Sec Mr John Shir es

The Salisbury Branch has moved on this year after Chairman,
Maj (Retd) Dick Of for d decided the Branch needed to incr ease
its membership.  As a result of his cajoling and encouragement,
the membership has increased and certainly benefited by the
following new members: Col (Retd) Phil Whitemor e, Lt Col
(Retd) Colin Fr ench , Lt Col (Retd) John Higton , Lt Col (Retd)
Graham Complin , Mr John Bryant and Mr Martin Hudson .

In September, we held what was generally accepted to be a very
successful supper evening at a local pub r estaurant for the first
time.  We hope to continue this supper evening meeting several
times a year, an idea we understand is popular with the Dorset
Branch, from where the idea was kindly passed to us by Maj
(Retd) Bob Mclar en.

In November we held our annual lunch at a local 4 star hotel,
where we were joined by members from neighbouring branches.

The Branch Chairman supervising the handover of the Standard
between Fred Freeman and Ken Coates.  

Cyril Cooke is sitting on the right  

EAST KENT BRANCH

Chairman Trevor Allison
Secretary John Ballantyne

Remembrance Service Day, 8 November was cloudy but
remained dry.  Twenty of our members formed up behind the
Standard to march through Canterbury to the Cathedral for a
wreath laying ceremony and a moving service.  Our President,
who was unable to march, followed the Standar d in his buggy
complete with bowler hat.  The mar chers were joined at the
cathedral by the other members, 42 in all, who all enjoyed lunch
after the service at Boughton Golf Club.

Charles Skingle , one of our founder members sadly died on 16
October (see Obituaries).  Charles was escort to the Standar d
with Roger Stone for many years.  His place this year was taken
by Brian Hackett .

As this goes to press we are all looking forward to our Christmas
party on 13 December.   

EXMOUTH BRANCH

Exmouth Branch bade a sad farewell to one of their comrades
when they attended the funeral of Eric Osbor ne.  Ossie , as all
his friends knew him, passed away on 24 October 2009 and will
be fondly remembered as Sgt Maj by many of the Denbury Boys
1961 to 1964.  Although small in size, Ossie was a giant of a man
who was tremendously well respected by everyone who had the
good fortune to know him.  He was a man who saw combat
service in the Para Regt during WW2 when he was dropped near
Ranville in the early hours of D-Day.  At the end of the war, Ossie
was demobbed, but finding Civvy Str eet not to his liking, he re-
enlisted in Royal Signals in August 1948

Keith Har ding attended the funeral and placed a wr eath as
representative for Denbury Boys.

Ossie was a true friend and will be sadly missed by all who knew
him.  Our sympathy and best wishes go to his son Eric and
daughter Liz and to his grandchildr en.   

SALISBUR Y BRANCH

barrier in front of the premises in protest.  In contrast however, it
was reported in the local pr ess that on 11 November at the 11th
hour, a complete silence was impeccably held at the same spot,
all the shops were silent and cars slowed down to a crawl.
Honour restored!

A Service of Remembrance was held in the evening at the
Cheltenham Town Hall.  Thanks to the Army Cadets, this year we
were able to parade our Standard at this event for the first time.
The Branch was also represented by 7 Members for what was an
enjoyable evening organised by The Cheltenham Branch of the
British Legion and CCOCA.  The musical programme was
provided by the Gloucestershir e Male Voice Choir and the Band
of the Gloucestershire Constabulary followed by the Service of
Remembrance.

On the evening of 13 November, 24 Members and friends enjoyed
a social evening at The Victory Club, Cheltenham.  All took part in
a friendly Skittles Match with Mike Bethune winning a bar of
chocolate plus the Branch Brass Cup.  Tom Lyall took the
wooden spoon and Stuart James took the prize for Killer, a
miniature brass axe, quite appropriate I thought.  The evening
ended with a raffle and a very well presented mouth-watering
buffet supplied and organised by the very conscientious ladies.

Any Branch like to take us on! – We have the Alley.         

DARLINGTON BRANCH
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We had the largest attendance that anyone could r emember and
the raffle raised £97 most of which will be given to charity .

During the year the Branch was represented at the annual
Drumhead Service of the Fovant Badges Society held at East
Farm Fovant where the guest of honour and key speaker was Air
Marshall Ian Macfadyen CB OBE .  We also attended The Armed
Force Day, Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day Parades.    

As we head into the New Year, we hope to attract further
membership from the Salisbury area in the coming months.  If
you live in the area and would like to find out mor e you can be
assured of a warm welcome.  For further information dr op us a
line at richard@offords.net or johnshires@hotmail.co.uk.  

not miss an annual dinner until 2008. He died on 12 November
2009.   

LAST POST
Name and Rank Served Years Died
Sgt RW Barfoot 1953/67 21/12/2009
Lt Col MH Br oadway 1939/75 10/12/2009
Maj CF Bushell OBE 1942/75 20/12/2009
WO1 ALC Coleman 1949/73 04/01/2010
Capt TAA Elliot 1937/46 12/11/2009
Col DB Emley OBE 1941/76 10/12/2009
LCpl J Foley 1950/52 01/01/2010
Sgt W Glenfield 1943/67 04/10/2009
Maj JD Hear d 1943/85 07/12/2009
WO2 PET Hope 1939/46 09/12/2009
SSgt L Hyde 1962/85 11/09/2001
Capt JC Knight 1940/46 30/12/2009
Sgt P Laing 1958/76 14/12/2009
Capt A Lea 1943/47 23/12/2009
Lt Col JA Mcfarlane 1972/98 18/11/2009
Lt Col L V McNaught-Davis 1939/65 21/12/2009
Sig L C Moor e 1940/42 05/10/2009
Sgt AK Phillips 1963/87 25/12/2009
Sig C Skingle 1939/46 16/10/2009
Col HJ Thompson OBE 1937/61 02/12/2009
Cpl RF Young 1952/55 08/12/2009  

OBITUARIES
ELLIOTT – Capt Thomas Allan Aubr ey “Sam” Elliott died 
12 November 2009.

Sam Elliott was born on 15 April 1921 and after leaving the
Haberdashers School where he was in the cadet corps, he joined
56th Div (City of London) Signals in 1937 aged 16 on Boys
Service.  He was a skilled morse operator becoming an instructor
shortly after joining 56 Div; he was soon a LCpl and was then
promoted to Cpl in 1939.  Called into war service in September
1939, he was posted to Eastbour ne where he became Sect Sgt
of A Sect. The Div moved into quarters in Kent in 1940 and while
there, Sam went to OCTU at Catterick wher e he obtained his
commission.  At this point he left 56 Div and transferr ed to a Kent
Regt as signal officer.  From there, he was posted to Nigeria in
1944 as signal officer of the 81st West African Div and was in
charge of instructing Nigerian tr oops in wireless operating.  He
was posted with this Division to India in 1945 to pr epare for a
landing on Phuket Island to help foil any Japanese moves to
enter India.  In the event, this was not necessary.  He moved
back to Nigeria then back to the UK and was demobbed in 1946.

His civilian occupation then took him to Peru wher e he stayed for
15 years; in which time he married Betty and raised 3 children.
On his return to the UK he was able to renew his activities with
56 Div (City of London) Sigs OCA taking over as secretary.  After
Betty’ s death in 1989, Sam met and later married Pam who was
also a Royal Signals special operator with the Y Service.  In 1994
Sam handed over secretaryship to the current secretary, Steve
Bland .  Sam was always a devoted member of the OCA and did

GLENFIELD – Sgt William (Willie) Glenfield died 4 October
2009. 

It is with deep regret the Glasgow Branch of the RSA has to
announce the death of Sgt Willie Glenfield on 4 October 2009 at
St John’s Hospital, Livingstone.

Willie was born, raised and educated in Glasgow and a member
of his local Boys Brigade.  On leaving school he tried various jobs
until after passing his driving test he settled to being a bakery
driver.  In April 1943, he was conscripted into the Army and the
Royal Signals as a driver.  He served in the UK, France and
Germany and was involved in the Normandy landings. At the end
of the war, Willie was stationed with his unit in Gr eece for over a
year.

He was awarded the 1939/45 Star, France and Germany Star, the
Defence Medal and the War Medal1939/45.  In June 1947, having
reached the rank of Sgt, he returned to civilian life, married and
worked as a driver with the Post Of fice.

In 1947, Willie joined the Territorials, serving with 52nd Lowland
Sig Regt at Jardine Street, Glasgow as a Sgt responsible for
driver training.  He served until 1967 and the change over to the
TAVR.  He was awarded the Territorial Medal with Bar.

At this time Willie was working for Glasgow City Council driving
staff cars and for the last few years of his life he was the personal
chauffer to two former Lor d Provosts of Glasgow; an achievement
he was very proud of.

Willie joined the Glasgow Branch of the RSA on its formation in
1991 and will be missed by all the members for his wit and patter .
His funeral was held at Daldowie Crematorium, Glasgow on 20
October 2009 and was attended by Branch Members.  Willie is
survived by his son William , daughters, Elizabeth and Janice ,
his sister Francis , 2 grandsons, 6 grand daughters, 5 gr eat grand
children an one great great grandson. The Branch’s condolences
go out to all of them.   

McSHERRY – Capt John Ber nard (Ian) McSherry
died 22 September 2009.

Ian McSherry was born on 17 August 1946 in
Leith, near Edinburgh.  He joined the Royal
Corps of Signals in 1964 as an Electrician
Driver.  His aptitude, dedication and
sense of humour made him popular
with his superiors and earned the
respect of his juniors.  He rose through
the ranks and became WO2(SSM) in
259 Sig Sqn in 1983 where his
attitude, appr oach and personality
earned him the respect of many senior
officers.  He left Cyprus for 30 Sig Regt
where he served as MTWO and then
joined 35 Sig Regt (V) as a WO1.  Ian
ended his Regular Service in March 1989
but later returned as a Territorial and was
commissioned in 35 Sig Regt (V) as a Capt.

He married Marie in 1969 and all his success could not have
been achieved without her str ength and support.  To the outsider,
they were a true partnership who set an example for others to
follow.

After he left the Army, Ian was employed by Drayton Manor Park,
supposedly just to complete a Health and Safety Audit for the
Park; something that had not been done befor e.  His diligence
and attention to detail in this complex audit meant that the Park
passed first time.  Ian then tried his hand as a driving instructor
back home in Scotland but was for ced back South by the
weather!  He rejoined Drayton Manor as a right hand man to the
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Martin was fiercely loyal to the Corps and always said that his
career had afforded him wonderful opportunities.  Although in
some ways an independent spirit who had little truck with some
of the more rigid military formalities, he believed str ongly in the
ethic and traditions of Army service.  It was in this spirit that in
retirement from the Regular Army, he continued to serve as a
NRPS Major with the TA until 1995, unconcerned about questions
of rank, and committed to doing a good day’ s job.

In full retirement, living near Reading, Martin was as industrious
as ever supporting local charities, including Cruse and the Lions
and as an active supporter of the Royal Signals Association.  He
was a talented raconteur and public speaker , who gave many
memorable and hilarious after dinner speeches at Mess Nights
and other gatherings.  He was also an irrepressible teller of jokes
and in all things, military or otherwise, he was acutely awar e of
the comic dimension.  His final wor ds, spoken with a smile and a
wave were “cheerio chaps!”

Martin will be very dearly missed by all in his family and wide
network of friends, but most deeply by his wife Ann, and sons
Hugh and Alex.   

Park Director and subsequently became Operations Manager ,
where he project managed major new rides and met up with
specialist designers and engineers from all over Europe.  His
talents and professionalism became internationally known.  His
sudden death at work leaves a huge hole in the lives of many.

He maintained contacts with the military and links which led to
visits to Drayton Manor by distinguished visitors.  He also
recognised and encouraged the use of the Park for the welfar e
support of r ecruits and trainees at nearby Litchfield.

Ian’s funeral at Drayton Bassett Church was the measure of the
man.  The church was absolutely full with mour ners standing in
the aisles.  There was a complete cross section representing his
family, his military past, virtually the entire staff of Drayton Manor,
various friends and even some international representatives who
had been colleagues in the development and pr ocurement of new
rides.  The funeral had a Scottish theme with a piper, Mr Andr ew
King , playing various laments prior to and after the service.
The final words of the tribute deliver ed by his boss at Drayton
Manor sum up the man: “He would not go home until the job was
done.”

Ian leaves his wife Marie , sons Michael and Andr ew and the
grandchildren he adored Jessica , Hannah , Eve and Hollie .  We
extend our sympathy and condolences to them all as they deal
with their sudden loss.  

PICKARD – Col Martin John Pickar d died 27 September 2009.

Martin Pickar d’s career spanned nearly
40 years both as an officer in the
Regular Army and as a retired officer.
He was a fine leader with an easy
rapport with soldiers, an
accomplished sportsman who
boxed for the Army, and a staff
officer with a sharp analytical
mind.

Martin was proud to be among
the wave of post-war grammar
school boys to go to Sandhurst in
1954.  The traditions of military
service ran deep in the family veins.
Martin’ s father, a Maj in the RA, served
with distinction in WW2, leading a daring
escape from the Japanese after the fall of Singapore in February
1942.  Martin’ s grandfather was a military bandsman.

Having initially considered serving as an infantry officer, Martin
arrived unexpectedly in Royal Signals after being assured at
Sandhurst that the Corps needed good leaders as much as
technical bof fins.  A natural intellectual, Martin enjoyed the
particular challenges presented by military comms and in signals
intelligence, where his analytical skills were a particular asset.

He served both in the UK and in BAOR during the early years of
his career.  In May 1962 he was posted to Malta for a tour with
234 and 235 Sig Sqns before returning to the UK in 1964 to take
up a staff appointment at MOD Sigs 36.  After attending Staf f
College in 1966 he was appointed to a G2 Int staf f post in HQ
BAOR.  In 1969 he moved to the highly interesting command of
253 Sig Sqn in Hong Kong, where Martin and his Sqn received
the award of the Wilkinson Sword for overseeing the
electrification of deprived Chinese villages. In 1971, Martin
returned to the MO AG11 and this was followed by study at the
National Defence College.

In 1974, Martin’ s career entered what he considered a
particularly rewarding phase when he was appointed 2IC of 9 Sig
Regt in Cyprus.  This was followed in 1976 by command of 13
Sig Regt, 9 Sig Regt’s sister unit in Germany.  Staff jobs followed
at HQ BAOR and Royal Signals Manning and Records, before
Martin moved to head up DI 24 (A) on promotion to full Col in
1983.  He retired from regular service in 1988.

SKINGLE – Sig Charles Skingle died 16 October 2009.

Sadly, Charles Skingle who was a founder member of the East
Kent Branch, died on 16 October 2009.  He served during WW2
as a Sig DR in 2 L of C Sigs, 7th Air Formation Sigs and finally in
British Army Signal Staff in SHAEF in Paris.  

Everyone who knew Charles , knew he had three passions in his
life: his family, his music and his pride for serving his country
during WW2.  He was always ready to offer support and guidance
to anyone who needed it, but a smile was never far away and his
quick wit made for a joke for every occasion and some of the
worst groan inducing puns ever uttered.

Born in Bishops Stortfor d, he lived with his mother, Edith , who
was housekeeper to a Lady and Capt DeCosta .  His early love of
music was nurtured at Lamorbey Church Sidcup, where he was a
chorister.  He went on to attain the distinction of T op Boy soloist
and soon started piano lessons under the watchful eye of the
Church Organist.  At the age of 14 he started work at The London
Knitwear Company in Thornton Heath, Surrey.  Within a few years
however, the world was at war and on his 18th birthday , Charles
went to see his mother and gave her the news that he had joined
the Army.

His first job was that of an Advanced PT instructor , before moving
on to becoming a dispatch rider with the Royal Corp of Signals
and he attained a standard that meant he was attached to the
Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force, landing at
Omaha Beach riding his trusty Arial 350 motor cycle.  He served in
Paris and Luxembourg and also in the Ardennes during the
coldest winter for 25 years.  One of his pr oudest possessions
was a commendation signed by The Supr eme Commander,
General Dwight D Eisenhower .  This was a dangerous job, but
one that he relished and was proud to do, and which foster ed in
him a love of motorcycles. In fact he was still riding one at the
age of 80.

He met Vera at a party, and in November 1945, they were
married at St. Nicholas’ Church in Chislehurst.  Following his
demob, he returned to his job at The London Knitwear Company ,
relocating to Folkestone in the 1950s.  They had 2 childr en,
Gillian and Peter .  As they were growing up, Charles was
progressing through the management ranks.  He spent some time
commuting to Glenr othes in Scotland setting up a training school
for the company, before eventually becoming General Manager in
Folkestone.  In 1969 Vera died of breast cancer, which of course
devastated the whole family.  It was left to Charles to bring up
the children alone and provide support for Vera’s mother, which
he did without fuss or complaint.

During the 1960s, Charles met someone who was to become his
greatest friend, the organist and composer Reg Adams , who at
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On his return to the UK he married Elsie, but soon after was on
his way to help stop the br eakthrough in the Ardennes.  By May
1945, he was back in England and his son Tony was born.
Shortly afterwards, Ossie was sent to Palestine on peacekeeping
duties. He was demobbed in 1946 and spent the next 2 years in
the building trade but he soon tir ed of civilian life and realised
how much he missed the comradeship of the Army .   He re-
enlisted in September 1948 and joined the Royal Signals.

In less than a year, Ossie was posted to Hong Kong.  Elsie and
Tony stayed behind in Tidworth, hoping to join him later .
However by now the Korean War had started and Ossie was
back in action.  He eventually returned to Hong Kong, wher e his
family joined him in August 1951.   Liz was born in 1952 and they
all returned to the UK the following year.

Aldershot was Ossie’s next posting and while ther e, he became a
PT Instructor.  In 1955, he was posted to the TA Unit in Darlington
and found time to help run Darlington Football Club and on the
odd occasion even played in the team.  In early 1957, Ossie was
posted to the Junior Leaders Regt at Denbury near Newton
Abbot, enjoying the days he spent on Dartmoor with the ‘lads’.  It
was here he started to take a greater interest in his beloved
mountaineering and by now was an established member of the
Army Mountaineering Association.

The next posting was to another Junior Leaders Regt in North
Wales, which provided him with even mor e opportunities for
outward bound activities.  In 1960, he and his family moved to
Germany and while there, he captained the regimental football
team. He also had a passion for athletics and r epresented the
Army at the Olympic Stadium in Berlin, scene of the 1936 ‘ Jessie
Owen ’ games.  A posting to York followed and 2 years later, it
was off to Northern Ireland.  While there, he was detached to
Aden for 6 months for action in the Radfan campaign.  Even then,
he managed to get a few days of f to go south and climb Mt
Kenya.   

Ossie eventually returned to the Junior Leaders Regt Denbury,
where he spent another 2 happy years.   He then left the Army
and joined the Civil Service as a Barrack Warden in Exeter, where
he and Elsie finally settled down.  When Ossie retired, they
enjoyed travelling about in their camper van; one particular
favourite destination being St Ives.  They eventually became
members of the NVA, which enabled Ossie to maintain contact
with the Service.  He was still keen on outdoor activities and
carried on with his rock climbing, walking and running, until quite
recently.

Last year, he lost his beloved Elsie and was by this time
beginning to show signs of dementia.   He spent his final 12
months in a residential care home in Exeter, where he passed
away on 24 October.  Ossie always lived life to the full and liked
nothing better than to be out in the fr esh air in all weathers,
keeping fit.   He will be sadly missed.

- by John Topping

I was sorry to see that Ossie had died.  At Denbury, he was in
charge of the Rock Climbing Club and took us into W ales
climbing.  I remember my first attempt at what was called the
‘Sparrows Kneecap’ and Ossie shouting words of
encouragement.  He did this in the most charming manner
possible but they certainly encouraged you to pull your finger out
and get climbing!  Sorry to hear this and will have a pint on the
day to toast him. 

- by Doug Dickason

I first knew Ozzie when I was stationed at 213 Sig Sqn NI.  He
was the Sqn SQMS and was well liked by all.  213 Sqn was on
Strategic Reserve and on 5 May 1964 was sent to Aden when the
Radfan campaign started.  I was a Radio Tech Cpl at the time.
We were there for 6 months before handing over to 210 Sig Sqn
who at the time were stationed in Kenya.  Nearing the end of our
tour in the Radfan Mountains when life began to slow down, Lt

OSBORNE – Eric Walter (Ossie) Osbor ne died 24 October
2009.

Ossie was born Eric Walter Osbor ne on 23 September 1922 in
Liverpool, one of
12 children.   At the
age of 17 he
worked as a
joiner’s apprentice
and as soon as he
could, joined the
Royal Welsh
Fusiliers.

Eighteen months
later, Ossie heard
that the Para Regt
were looking for
volunteers and he
didn’ t hesitate to
sign up.  He did his
para training at Bulford and Ringway and eventually his Unit
became the 5th Para Bde of the 6th AB Div.   D-Day was
imminent and during the early hours of 6 June, he and his
comrades were dropped near Ranville.   The rest is history.

that time was the organist of the Folkestone Parish Church.  He
encouraged Charles to compose his own works.   This he did,
composing music for both Gillian and Peter’ s weddings, as well
as pieces for his beloved Royal Corps of Signals and a work to
commemorate the 11 Royal Marines killed in the IRA bombing at
Deal barracks in 1989.  He was particularly proud of his piece
‘Signal Salute’ which has been played in the  pr esence of The
Princess Royal and featured as the voluntary after the Annual
Reunion morning service at Blandford.  Charles and Reg
remained extremely close until Reg’s recent death at the age of
92. The effect of this on Charles was profound.

Following Vera’s death, Charles was alone for 10 years but in
that time took on a new challenge by opening a branch of his
brother-in-laws’ company in Folkestone.  By this time, he was
teaching piano and organ and one of his pupils was Joy , or
Joybells as he affectionately called her.  When the lessons
began, they originally agreed on a trial period of a month; that 31
days eventually turned in to 31 years. Their mutual love of music
grew into friendship and then love for each other and they wer e
married in 1982.  Some years later their son Paul was born.

Charles and Joy were both members of the Kent County Or gan
Association, where Charles was their long term Treasurer and
served as President for 2 years.  He took on the role of organist
at St.Peter’s Church, Whitfield in 1992; a position he held for
around 3 years.  Charles’ teaching activities branched out to
include local schools but he had one favourite pupil in his grand
daughter Amanda who obviously inherited the musical gene and
went on to excel in piano and oboe and now runs her own
orchestra in her home town of Warminster.

Outside his musical activities, Charles was an extremely
enthusiastic member of the Normandy Veterans Association,
attending meetings and cer emonies at home and abroad,
sometimes appearing on TV and radio to speak about his
experiences.  He also gave talks to local schools on the subject
and remained an active member within the chur ch.  Charles
leaves an enduring legacy in grandchildren Jason , Amanda ,
Clair e, Robert , Steven and Jonathan and great grandchildren
Ewan and Bryn and soon another great grandchild when
Amanda gives birth to her baby.

It is clear that the one theme that has pr evailed throughout
Charles’ life was that of music and the wor ds written in a
condolence card from one of Amanda’ s orchestra colleagues
would have made him so proud.  She simply wrote “The music
lives on in Warminster”.  That to Charles would have been the
finest tribute he could wish for .   
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Another photograph taken outside the transmitter r oom,
Abbassia, about 15 Dec 1945, shows C Anderson , Sharpe , Sills
and F Copeman with the word ‘Gipsy’ in quotation marks. Ther e
is also mention of Fred Kite from Andover.

If any reader knows, or knew, any of those named above or knew
my father, I would love to hear from them. And if any reader
knows anything about Nos 2 & 4 Special Communication Units I
would, again, love to hear from them.

Yours…  

LOST
COMMUNICA TIONS

From:  SSgt Joseph Gibson 
01290 428527

Dear Sir, 

I am ex-SSgt Joseph Gibson who wishes to contact as many
ex-signalers who served in 245 Sig Sqn between 1955 and 1962
in Cyrenaica.  I have initiated a photo album on Brian’ s website
brian@royal-signals.ord.uk and would be grateful if you could
inform ex-245rs via The Wire magazine of its existence.  I can be
contacted by phone or e-mail joseph.gibson09@talktalk.net or
joeandrena@hotmail.com

I would appreciate your assistance in this endeavour.

Yours…    

From: Jenny Upton
1 Ferndale Road
ANDOVER
Hampshire
SP10 3HQ

My father, Charles Lawr ence , who died in 1996, served in the
Royal Corps of Signals from the end of 1941 to January 1946.
His first operational posting was to 8th Air Formation Signals in
North Africa and in September 1943 he moved to Nos 2 & 4
Special Communications Units.  With these latter units he served
in Alexandria Naval Base, Cairo, Abbassia, Jerusalem and Dier
Suneid.  It is understood that for some of this time, he was
attached to the Cheshire Yeomanry.

I have some photographs that he took and he wr ote the following
names on the backs of them: Cpl Lewis , Signalmen Jack
Castle , Maxey and Wales (annotated ‘Laurens Ops in Alex
group, Abbassia 12 Dec 44’).  Also Cpl Ber nard Gilpin and
Signalmen J Lamb and Bert W atson (annotated ‘Delta Ops in
Alex group, Abbassia’).  Another photograph shows Joe
Hammonds , Digla Camp, Maadi, 1944 with a note that my father
worked with him on the Digla exchange.

REUNIONS

BLACKPOOL REUNION 16 – 19 OCTOBER 2009

The 14th Reunion of the 60s 16ers Association took place at the
Norbreck Castle Hotel in Blackpool this year and was well
attended by members who served at 16 Sig Regt based at
Bradbury Barracks in Krefeld, Germany during the 1960s.

On Friday evening there was the usual meet, greet and catch up
session with plenty of r eminiscing taking place.  On Saturday we
were all dressed up in best bib and tucker for the Gala Dinner
Night, where we had the pleasure of the company of our guests
Maj John Fradley and his wife Helen , who was serving as RSM
at 16 Sig Regt in Rheindahlen when our founder member, Chris
Bartlett , sadly passed away, and WO2(RQMS) Seam Wedge
and his wife, Nicola who is currently serving at 16 Sig Regt in
Bruggen.  Following a meal with good food and complementary
wine, we danced the night away with excellent entertainment
provided by vocalist Rae Grant .

The AGM was held on Sunday morning with 2 new volunteer
committee members being appointed.  The meeting was followed
by a buffet lunch and a very interesting, educational and
inspirational presentation by Sean Wedge on the current role and
future plans for 16 Sig Regt.

On Sunday evening we adopted a Mardi Gras theme, which
meant non stop fun, laughter and joviality .  The costumes were
fabulous and a credit to the ef forts of our attending members.
Once again, the entertainment was second to none with a few of
our more musically gifted friends availing us of their karaoke skills
and anecdotes.

Our thanks go to Dave Aldous for his great organisational skills
and to everybody who put in the time and ef fort to make the
weekend so successful.  It was fantastic, fabulous, brilliant and
any other superlatives you may wish to add – and for those who
couldn’ t make it; sorry you missed a great reunion!

The 2010 reunion will be taking place at the Park Inn, West
Bromwich from 15 – 18 October.  Booking forms can be
downloaded fr om our website.

The Association welcomes all service personnel who served at 16
Sig Regt during the 1960s.  If you would like to join us please do
so by visiting our website at www.the-60s-16ers.com and leaving
a message on our message board or by contacting the Secr etary,
Sheila Bracey , on 01748 811696.  

14 SIGNAL REGIMENT (EW) ASSOCIATION REUNION DINNER

On 17 October, some 30 members of the Association sat down to
a reunion dinner at the Fownes Hotel in Worcester.  Worcester
had been chosen as the venue for the function by Rollo
Rumfor d, the Association Secretary as his home was a mere 2
miles away!  However it was not an entirely inappropriate
location, as some readers will be aware, Norton Barracks in
Worcester was the home of the pr evious 14 Sig Regt before it
disbanded in the early 1970s. Sadly, like many disused barracks,
Norton is now a moder n housing estate. 

Clif f Noonan asked Ozzie and I if we would like a break and go
over to 210 Sig Sqn in Kenya with a view to making contacts
before they took over from us; Lt Noonan on Signal Centre
matters, Ozzie making contact with QM matters and me on
Comms/Radio matters.  We may be able to do some climbing on
Mt Kenya while we were there; and as the 3 of us were
experienced climbers, we jumped at the chance.  W e had no
climbing kit with us, so Ozzie and I flew down to Aden to see
what we could beg, borr ow or steal from the RAF Mountain and
Desert Rescue Team.  Ozzie did a grand job scr ounging kit from
them.   A bond between QMs – you scratch my back and I’ll
scratch yours.  We came away with boots, socks, r opes, ice axes,
slings, karabiners and crampons.  Ozzie did a great job.  We flew
to Nairobi and were met by 210 Sig Sqn.  Ozzie was booked into
the Sgts Mess for accommodation and meals but even though it
was only for a couple of nights, he did not think it was right for
me to be on my own in the hut that was assigned to us, so he
moved in with me in pr eference to the Mess.  He also queued up
and ate with me in the Sqn cookhouse.  That was Ozzie; he
looked on everyone as equal, regardless of rank.  We spent 2
weeks on Mt Kenya.  Ozzie was always in high spirits even when
things got tough due to the lack of oxygen at 15,000ft.   W e had
come from sea level to 15,000ft in only a couple of days but
Ozzie was always there with help and encouragement.  He
always had a smile on his face and was full of boundless energy.
He was a 5ft tall human dynamo and a superb team leader.   
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In addition to ex and serving members of the Corps, ther e were 2
ex-members of the Int Corps. Dinner attendees included Clive
Honor , Derek Hume , Dave Str eet , Pete Callaghan , Jim
Mitchell , Cas Hayes , Bert Appleton , Dick Pickup , Scott
Harvey , Stephen Turpin , Rollo Rumfor d, Brig (Retd) Mike
Shaw, Maj Gen (Retd) Bill Robins , Col (Retd) Bill Roper , Lt Col
(Retd) John Hudson , Maj (Retd) Chris Byr om and the SOinC (A)
Brig EM Flint ADC .

Following the dinner, Lt Col Tim Carmichael , CO 14 Sig Regt
(EW), gave the assembled diners a very positive and upbeat
report on the Regt’s activities and the impact this was having on
the reputation of the Corps within the wider Army .  After this, all
retired to the bar to continue the activities until late. One fairly
early departure was Lt Col Carmichael who had a long 3 hour
car journey back to Brawdy that night. 

There were informal discussions on when best to hold futur e
reunion dinners; all agreed that March or April would avoid
clashes with other related Association functions which occur in
the autumn and this possibly would encourage mor e members to
attend. Consequently, the next dinner is likely to be in April 2011
although some members were keen for a dinner in 2010.  A
decision and outline details will be published on the Association
website before Christmas. Anyone interested in joining the
Association should contact Rollo via:
association_14sr@hotmail.co.uk

The Denbury Boys are a unique bunch in that they came and
went so quickly.  Formed in September 1955, their short life span
ended with their demise in 1967 with only 2,500 passing thr ough
this very intense military and adventurous training establishment.
The emphasis throughout was on leadership with the term ‘use
your initiative’ and ‘get on with it’ being the most popular phrases
uttered.  Ten Tors was developed as an adjunct to this type of
leadership training. 

It is because of this attitude, that having decided that we should
enter a team for the 50th event, the next thing we consider ed was
how we could use it to other people’ s advantage.  Looking after
our colleagues has always been a major part of our ethos and it
was because of this we decided that we would support the Royal
Signals Association and ‘Help for Her oes’ (H4H).  We want people
to support us by contributing as much as you can to these 2
charities.  Individual team members will be supporting these
charities and obtaining their own individual sponsorship. 
One of the most striking aspects between the original and today’ s
event is that if we had the Health and Safety legislation we have
now, we doubt if it would have ever got of f the ground and gone
ahead!  This is not a criticism of the pr esent situation but a
straightforward comparison with what the lads had to endur e at
the start in the 1950s and how the event has changed.  The first
teams did not even have enough sleeping bags and bivouacs for
every entrant.  Army blankets with very large safety pins (Blanket
Pins) and a waterproof cover was the norm. 

When the lads did the 2005 event, they were very impressed with
the rigorous safety inspections that take place befor e every event.
There is a detailed checklist that has to be satisfied befor e any
team is let loose on the moor.  Oh what a difference from when
we used to take part all those years ago!  We had the old
fashioned studded boots (Boots Ammunition for the use of), WW2
webbing equipment and big heavy ponchos.  In fact in today’ s
safety conscious environment, we doubt if we would be allowed
on the moor dressed like that! 

Today’s event has become very sophisticated and all Denbury
Boys are naturally proud to have been part of this. The event is
now open to every part of the youth spectrum with the special
Jubilee Challenge event for those with disabilities and special
needs – what a fantastic example of what young people can do
against adversity!  In the bad old days of the early 1960s, to allow
such young people out onto the moors for the event would never
have been considered.  Thank goodness times have changed for
the better and how fantastic it is that everybody still feels the
same spirit of exhilaration when they cr oss the finish line.  

We might change but Dartmoor does not.  It is still one of the
most remote and isolated areas of the UK with all the inherent
challenges still there for every one to pit themselves against.  As
they say in the military “stag on” and we hope T en Tors continues
for a very long time to come. Good luck to everyone taking part
this year and if you should see a team with gr eyer hair than most,
and maybe a lot slower than everyone, do give us a wave – 50
years ago we would have been up there with you!  We sincerely
hope that the inspiration that Dartmoor gave us half a century
ago does the same for you and that maybe, just maybe, ther e will
be a team taking part this year who r eturns for the Ten Tors 100th
in 2060!  

Some of the attendees at the dinner

MISCELLANEOUS
STORIES

50th ANNIVERSARY OF TEN TORS – THE DENBURY BOYS
TEAM 2010

The impetus for forming a team came fr om a number of former
Denbury Boys who had already taken part in Ten Tors 2005 to
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the formation of Junior Leaders
Regiment, Royal Corps Signals.  It was this organisation that
administered the inaugural event. It is only fitting ther efore that
the boys who were originally the guinea pigs for the very first Ten
Tors in 1960 should take part in this significant anniversary of the
event – remembering that we will all be aged 60 and older! There
are numerous sources that have already compiled a detailed
history of the development of the Denbury Boys and the two web
sites where these can be found are
www.denburyjuniorleaders.com and www.denburydays.co.uk . 

But let us explain the backgr ound behind the decision to take
part and give people some idea as to why Denbury Boys ar e
proud to have been ‘pr ocessed’ through Denbury Camp,
Rawlinson Barracks, Newton Abbot and how they have formed
this very deep loyalty and spirit amongst themselves. 

THE CAMBRIDGE DINNER 2009

As part of the celebrations to commemorate the 800th
anniversary of Cambridge University on Saturday 19th
September, Pembroke College Cambridge hosted a dinner for
Royal Signals officers, serving or retired, Regular or TA.  Sixteen
officers were able to attend and we wer e privileged that Sir
Richar d Dearlove , the Master of Pembroke College, Cambridge
was able to join us for pr e-dinner drinks in the Thomas Pitt r oom
and to meet the of ficers attending, after which the assembled
company retired to dinner in the Pembroke Old Library.
The Signals Officer in Chief (Army) Brig Ted Flint spoke after
dinner and covered a wide range of topics including the
challenges facing the Corps in 2009 and 2010, the developing
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role of the Corps and within that scope, the need for of ficers with
a wide range of skills and capabilities drawn fr om those places
where capable young men and women are to be found, which
included among others, places of academic and technical
excellence such as Cambridge University. 

An excellent dinner was had by all, followed by br eakfast the
following mor ning in the Copper Kettle. Some discussion took
place concerning the possibility of futur e events for Royal Signals
Cambridge Alumni.  During the preparation for the dinner it had
been challenging to locate within the serving Corps of ficers who
were alumni.  Historically many officers were already serving in
some capacity befor e coming up and knew each other at
university, whereas in recent years officers have generally joined
after graduation and are not so aware of their contemporaries at
university.  Any member of the Corps who matriculated at
Cambridge and would be inter ested in attending futur e events is
asked to email RHQ with their details: 
SOINC-RHQ-RegtSec@mod.uk. 
May we again offer our thanks to the Master and Fellows of
Pembroke for allowing us the use of the college and to Mr Ken
Smith and his staff for providing us an excellent dinner.  Thanks
also to Maj Emily Gr eenwood , Maj Dick Paden , previously OC
Signals Wing and then 2IC CUOTC, the Regimental Secretary Lt
Col Carl Conlon and the RSI Secretary Col Tom Moncur for
helping us to locate of ficers.

Any officers interested in maintaining links with the University may
be interested in joining the Light Blue Volunteers, open to
members of the Regular Army and TA who have attended
Cambridge University and served with CUOTC.  Full details can
be obtained from Capt John L ynch IG the RAO at CUOTC via his
email: CambridgeOTC-RAO@mod.uk.

the Captain, crew and passengers of the P&O’s MV Artemis.  The
date of the visit was 18 October , just 5 days before the
commencement date of the actual battle.  I and another “Old
Soldier” laid the wr eath and I was able to recall and recite the act
of remembrance which was greatly appreciated by the some one
hundred people in attendance. 

The cemetery is in pristine condition and judging by the book of
remembrance is very well visited.  My wife was able to take
photographs of the graves of some of the Signallers buried ther e
and we would be mor e than happy to pass these on to any
relatives that may recognise the names. Clearly there were far
more graves than we were able to photograph. However, I hope
that our simple act of r emembrance will be of some small comfort
to those that have relatives and friends buried there. 

The names of those photographed are: 

2360979 Sig AH Hopcraft . 13 Dec 1940 Aged 22

2351095 Sig KA Partridge 27 Nov 1941 Aged 26

7263425 Sig SC Roulston 19 Dec 1940 Aged 23

2342014 Sig D MacD Munr o 28 Jun 1942 Aged 26

As members of the family of the Royal Corps of Signals they will
never be forgotten.

Yours sincerely…   

Standing Left to Right: Capt Denning (Pembroke 1976), Maj Powell
(Downing 1981), Maj Buxton (St Johns 1965), Col Coe (Newnham

1975), Col Moseley (Trinity 1976), Maj Wadey (Corpus1982), Lt Walker
(Clare 1955), 2Lt Morgan MBE (Trinity Hall 1956)

Seated Left to Right: Col Morris (Trinity 1955), Col Yolland (St
Catherine’s 1964), Brig Crackett (Churchill 1978), Maj Gen Boyle (St
Catherine’s 1962), Master Of Pembroke Sir Richard Dearlove KCMG

OBE, SOinC Brig Flint (Sidney Sussex 1978), Brig Wood (Trinity 1964),
Brig Hargreaves (St Johns 1977), Col Allen (St Johns 1960)  

CORRESPONDENCE
From: Lt Col (Retd) R G V ale (rvale@talktalk.net)

16 Hitherspring
Corsham
Wilts. SN13 9UT
Tel 01249 714074

Dear Sir,

On a recent holiday I visited the war graves cemetery at El-
Alamein.  During the visit I was asked to lay a wreath on behalf of

ADVERTISEMENTS

TERRITORIAL ARMY 
INDIVIDUAL AND INTER UNIT

HALF MARATHON CHAMPIONSHIPS
21 MAR 10

The Territorial Army Individual and Inter
Unit Half Marathon Championships will
be held in conjunction with the Fleet
Half Marathon on 21 Mar 10. 

This event is open to all Territorial Army
and NRPS Personnel.
Entry forms and Administration
Instructions are available from SSgt
Castle at  Castle@armymail.mod.uk

THE PIPES AND DRUMS OF THE ROYAL CORPS OF
SIGNALS

If you have previously played the pipes or the
drums or would like to do so why not consider
joining the Pipes and Drums of the Royal Corps
of Signals.

Full training and equipment are provided.
Suitable individuals may also attend courses at  

the Army School of Bagpipe Music and Highland Drumming if 
released by their Commanding Officer.

For more details contact Pipe Major Scott on Bramcote Mil 
94423 2396 or Civ 01455 222396.

Are you in Phase 3 training at Blandford Camp?  Do you want 
to learn the Pipes or the Drums?  Then contact Pipe Major 
“Dinger” Bell on 94371 2968.  
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ARMY v NAVY RUGBY MATCH 1 MAY 2010
ROYAL SIGNALS MARQUEE, TWICKENHAM

The 2010 Army v Navy match and Royal Signals bar tickets are
now on sale!

This year the limit has been set at 2000 and we will sell them
on a first come, first served basis – so get your or der in asp.

As in the past Corps bar tickets will only be sold to those
buying match tickets fr om Royal Signals Rugby.  

Tickets will only be allocated upon r eceipt of an order form and
payment cheque (bulk unit/sub unit or ders should be paid
using single payment cheque).  Tickets will be delivered by

post 10 days befor e the fixture.  Order forms are available at
www.RoyalSignalsRugby.co.uk

Don’ t be disappointed – don’ t delay!   

DISBANDMENT OF 33 SIGNAL REGIMENT 
SERGEANTS MESS PROPERTY

Due to the disbandment of 33 Sig Regt(V), anybody who has
made a presentation to the Sgts Mess who would like it to be

returned, should contact the Sgts Mess Pr operty Member  
Sgt Steve George on 0151 4814940.  

All Sgts Mess property will remain on display at Huyton TAC in
the 33 Sig Sqn Sgts Club.

36TH (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT
The Last Hurrah – a final far ewell to the
Regiment.

An all ranks evening function will be held for
all past and serving members and their
partners on Saturday 6 March 2010 
at the TA Centre, Coldhams Lane,
Cambridge.

Further details can be obtained fr om the Adjutant or ROSO on
01223 27 5803/ 01223 27 5793.  E mail: 36SR-ADJT@mod.uk
or 36SR-ROSO@mod.uk. If you have made a presentation to
the mess and wish to reclaim it please also use the above 
contact.

DISBANDMENT OF 36 (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

Sadly 36 Sig Regt (V) has been selected for disbandment later
this year. 

The Regt and its Messes would like to hear from any individual
who donated gifts to establish whether the gifts ar e to be

returned or passed on to 
another Sqn, Regt or Corps Unit Mess.

The point of contact will be the RSM on 01223 275804.

46 (CITY OF DERBY) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS) 
DISBANDMENT 31st MARCH 2010

This Sqn will disband on 31st Mar ch 2010.  Over the years,
many items have been presented and donated to the Of ficers

Mess, the WOs & Sgts Mess and the Junior Ranks Club.

Anyone who has made a presentation or donated an item to
the Sqn is invited to reclaim these items before the

Disbandment date.

Items that remain unclaimed on 31 March 2010 will be donated
to the appropriate Corps Mess.

To reclaim an item, please contact the A/PSAO, 
Capt Car olyn Ryan-Gilbank , with your details.

Telephone: 01332 348531 or email: 38sr-46-psao@mod.uk
or write to: PSAO, 46 Sig Sqn (V), Kingsway TA Centre,

Windmill Hill Lane, Derby DE22 3FJ  

93 (EAST LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS) 

DISBANDMENT 31st MARCH 2010

This Sqn will disband on 31st Mar ch 2010.  Over the last 40
years, many items have been presented and donated to the
Officers Mess, the WOs & Sgts Mess and the Junior Ranks

Club.

Anyone who has made a presentation or donated an item to
the Sqn over the last 40 years is invited to reclaim these items

before the Disbandment date.

Items that remain unclaimed on 31 March 10 will be donated
to the appropriate Corps Mess.

To reclaim an item, please contact the PSAO 
Capt Dale Ikin with your details.

Telephone: 01254 262444 or email: 38sr-93-psao@mod.uk
or write to: PSAO, 93 Sig Sqn (V), The Barracks, Canterbury

Street, Blackburn, Lancs BB2 2HS









ROYAL NEW ZEALAND SIGNALS - by Lt Col Jim Dr yburgh RNZ Sigs

I thought that this was a story that merited some mention in The Wire given the huge contribution made by Bernard
Redshaw to this excellent publication in r ecent years.  Some may
remember me; I joined the parent Corps in 1975 as an Army
Apprentice and following 30 years with the Corps I r etired from my last
post at the Royal School of Signals in 2005.  I joined the New Zealand
Army and am currently serving in The New Zealand Army General
Staff, in Wellington.  Via previous posts, as SO2 C3 and SO1 C4EW
Capability Management, I am now the Chief of Staf f of Army Capability
Management, reporting directly to the Assistant Chief of the General
Staff Capability.

The reason I am here has much to do with Bernard and a chance
conversation at lunch in the Blandfor d Officers Mess in 2003.  This
took me, via a meeting with Bernard’s cousin, Russell Marshall , the
then New Zealand High Commissioner in London, to the New Zealand
Defence Staff in London, and on to a second car eer in the Royal New
Zealand Signals, into which I was commissioned as a Major on 1
November 2005.

Bernard followed me to his native New Zealand the following year
2006.  A short time after I arrived in my new post, I suggested to the
then Regimental Colonel RNZ Sigs, the NZ equivalent to SOinC(A), Lt
Col Karyn Thompson that we should get a Corps magazine going
and that I knew just the man to edit it.  It took nearly another 2 years
to find a sponsor, HP New Zealand, and we eventually launched the
magazine ‘The Conche’ to coincide with a visit by HRH The Princess
Royal , who is also our Colonel in Chief, and the formation of 1st New
Zealand Signal Regiment in December 2008.

In all of that time Bernard had provided his services for no payment
as a service to the Cap Badge.  His mission has been to elevate our

magazine to the same status in New Zealand as The Wire has in UK – to quote Brig John Thomas when SOinC(A), to be
“a window on the Corps”.   Bernard has brought to this new publication all of the enthusiasm, cr eativity and innovation that
were his trademark with The Wire and he has succeeded in getting a str ong following fr om junior rank contributors – always
one of his driving aims.

At the beginning of 2009 the curr ent Regimental
Colonel, Lt Col Kent Collar d and I launched a
campaign to get Bernard’s New Zealand
commission in RNZ Sigs reactivated.  Bernard’s
commission as a Capt was confirmed by Chief of
the Defence Force, Lt Gen Jerry Mateparae , on
17 December 2009.  Bernard’s duties are to
continue as Editor of the Conche but he will also
work for Army Communications as a writer and he
will be the Regimental Secretary RNZ Sigs.  It is a
feature of a force the size of ours that we all wear
many hats!

Bernard has always been very proud of his
association with the par ent Corps and like me has
never forgotten or underestimated the power of
the family of Royal Signals.  I am sure that in his
new capacity, RHQ Royal Signals will have a re-
opened and traffic heavy communication channel
with Capt Ber nard Redshaw and RHQ RNZ Sigs
and that our association will gr ow ever stronger in
years to come.     

COMMONWEAL TH

Lt Col Jim Dryburgh  

Bernard Redshaw pictured on a visit to Iraq when Editor of The Wire




