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ROYAL SIGNALS CORPS COLOURS FOR SPOR T
Royal Signals Corps Colours were awarded to the under mentioned individuals during 2008.

Cricket

SSgt Fox RSS
Sgt Hudson 35 Sig Regt (V)

Sport Parachuting

WO1(FofS) Campbell HQ SOinC(A)
SSgt(YofS) Shaw 10 Sig Regt

Rugby

LCpl Kent 30 Sig Regt
LCpl Bates HQ 12 Sig Gp
SSgt Lovell DISC Chicksands
Sgt Wood 21 Sig Regt 
Sig Naivalu 21 Sig Regt 

Hockey

Sgt Mur cott 215 Sig Sqn
Sgt Fairbair n 11 Sig Regt
Capt Longmuir 660 Tp (EOD)
SSgt(YofS) Lloyd 11 Sig Regt
Cpl Farr 10 Sig Regt

Football

LCpl Haley JSSU Digby

HONOURS AND A WARDS

We congratulate the following Royal Signals personnel who r eceived Honours 
in the New Year’s Honours List:

Members of the Most Excellent Or der of the British Empire (MBE)

Capt MPE Angove

Sgt JP Dine

Queen’s Volunteer Reserves Medal (QVRM)

WO2 MW Byr ne

WO2 JR Krikorian
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The New Zealand High Commissioner, His Excellency, Mr Derek
Leask and The Master of Signals, Lt Gen Robert Baxter, lay wreaths
at the Tidworth Military Cemetery to commemorate New Zealand
soldiers who died during the two W orld Wars.
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EDITORIAL
As this was the time for New Year resolutions, I am hoping that
among the ones you will all be keeping are the following:

Meet the published deadlines for each edition.  In 
future, items received more than two days past the 
deadline will not be accepted unless you have the 
previous agreement of the Editor.  

Improve the quality of the images you send to The 
Wire.  Very few submitted for this edition wer e of 
sufficient quality to be used as a fr ont or back cover.  

Ensure the images are supported by the text or 
provided with a caption which links them to it.  Several
photographs wer e provided for February 
which were of interest and were quality images but 
appeared to have no specific r eference to the text.

Two days after the deadline date, confirm that your 
submission has been received by telephoning or 
emailing the Deputy Editor.

The Wire Office will be changing again this month as we
welcome back Mrs Amy Petersen fr om maternity leave to resume
the post of Deputy Editor .  Miss Jo’lene Shearing moves on to
pastures new in the Blandford Garrison Support Unit wher e the
garrison magazine, The Mercury, will be her primary
responsibility.  I wish to thank her for all her support and har d
work in producing the last seven editions of The Wire. 

BACK COVER 
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Name and Rank Unit to which posted

October 2008

Capt DA Chamberlain ………… 21 Sig Regt

November 2008

Maj DC W orden ………… BATCIS IPT 1

A/Maj CG McGinely ………… 34 Sig Regt

Capt TSJ Hodgkins ………… AFC (H)

Capt KA Larsen ………… Op - Copenacre

Capt AC Roach ………… ART 36 - Belfast

Capt GA Stanger ………… JSSW Digby 

Capt MB Thewlis ………… 11 Sig Regt DCCIS

Capt EK W atson ………… JSSW Digby 

Lt NCW Pur dy ………… 1 Gren Gds

Lt SR W allis ………… 10 Sig Regt

December 2008

Lt Col NJ Hammett ………… DHU L6M (Temporary)

A/Lt Col RS Gibson ………… HQ ISAF

Maj MA Eaton ………… CSD Nets HQ SOinC(A)

WO1 IL Elliott ………… 14 Sig Regt

WO1 K Read ………… 21 Sig Regt

LCpl CD Pain ………… 22 Sig Regt

2Lt MA Bucknall ………… 3 (UK) Div Sig Regt

2Lt RC Carnegie ………… 7 Sig Regt

2Lt KG Hudson ………… 1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt

2Lt AJW Mortimer ………… 21 Sig Regt

2Lt BPC Munn ………… 30 Sig Regt
2Lt CA T ee ………… 7 Sig Regt

January 2009

Lt Col GN Addley ………… 21 Sig Regt

Lt Col DA Craft ………… CSD Nets, HQ SOinC(A)

Lt Col FE Har greaves ………… 1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt

Lt Col RJB Spencer ………… 30 Sig Regt

Maj OER Gar dner ………… AFC (H)

Maj PD Jones ………… Temp JSCSC Cse (Land)

Maj AJ Lar ge ………… 6th (UK) Div

Capt MS Johns ………… 2 Sig Regt

Capt GP Endean ………… 215 Sig Sqn

Capt IR Piears ………… JSSW Digby 

Capt DA Mitchell ………… 10 Sig Regt

Capt S Maclar en ………… 21 Sig Regt
Capt JS McGaw ………… 33 Sig Regt

February 2009

A/Maj MA Flemming ………… 2 Sig Regt
Capt AD Amies ………… 30 Sig Regt

Capt DA Chaberlain ………… 10 Sig Regt

Name and Rank Unit to which posted

Maj P A Cutforth ………… Exchange Officer - New 
Zealand

May 2009

Maj BP Davenport ………… HQ 11 Sig Bde

Maj HM Hughes ………… CSDC HQ SOinC(A)

Maj SE Irwin ………… RHQ HQ SOinC (A)

Maj RJJ Rose ………… COB Sp Unit

Maj MA W est ………… BOWTAG (GE)

Capt L Copson ………… 2 Sig Regt

Capt VJ Shipley ………… COB Sp Unit
Lt MJ T remling ………… DES

MOVEMENTS

RETIREMENTS

Name and Rank Date

October 2008

Hunt - Capt SJ Hunt 03 Oct 08

Graham - Maj MF Graham 11 Oct 08

MacIntosh - Lt Col CJ MacIntosh 13 Oct 08

November 2008

Winstanley - Capt PR W instanley 01 Nov 08

Waddell- Maj PJ W addell 01 Nov 08

Swift - Capt MJ Swift 01 Nov 08

Anderson - Maj JR Anderson 07 Nov 08
Gregory - Lt Col S Gr egory 24 Nov 08

December 2008

Freeman - Lt Col RJ Fr eeman 07 Dec 08

Seraph - Maj IWR Seaph 01 Dec 08

January 2009

Cutforth - Maj P Cutforth MBE 16 Jan 09

Mar ch 2009

Whichelo - Lt Col FER Whichelo 04 Mar 09
Ross - Capt JF Ross 30 Mar 09

May 2009

Trethewey - Maj P A Trethewey 04 Jun 09
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EXERCISE ANNAPURNA TIGER - by Cpl Indra

The moment the highly anticipated Ex ANNAPURNA TIGERin
Nepal was confirmed, everyone began to envisage the high hills
and beautiful mountains, gearing themselves up with the
appropriate equipment and looking forwar d to a superb
expedition in Nepal.  Before long it was Friday 14 November
2008, the day we boarded the plane to Nepal.

Day 1 was spent in Kathmandu for admin and acclimatisation.
Day 2, we moved to Lakeside, Pokhara by a 6 hr bus ride.
Everyone took the opportunity to look ar ound the place and
capture the beautiful scenery of Fewa Lake.  The next morning
we went through safety briefs and presentations in 3 separate
groups, led by Capt Maben , Capt Wills and Sgt Indra .  In the
afternoon, we had a visit to Stupa on top of a hill which was
supposed to judge the physical fitness r equired and build our self
confidence prior to the main tr ek.  All managed to cope well with
the steps and fairly steep ascent to Stupa.

Day 3 was the day for the main trek and we were very excited.
We took the bus to Naya-Pul (985m) and we were off.  After we
were dropped of f, we carried our rucksacks and set of f to
Tikhedhunga (1540m) with our guide, Hira , and 2 porters.  The
route was nice and easy for starters with just 5.6km to cover .  We
stopped at Ramghai Lodge and had dalbhat with veg and
chowmein for lunch.  Then after 2 hrs of gentle uphill, we r eached
a lodge in Tikhedhunga to stay overnight.  We took a very
pleasant warm shower and after some quick admin, sat down for
dinner.  After a satisfying meal, we just chilled out by playing
cards, reading books, and listening to ipods etc.

Day 4 was one of the hardest legs with 3400 steps to climb just
after breakfast at 0630hrs. The whole leg was about 8km long.  It
was a tough challenge as our team broke the steps down into 20
levels and counted each step in tur ns.  By the time we got up to
level 12, some were already gasping for breath.  We proceeded at
the slowest man’s pace until finally we reached Hungry Eye
Lodge for a refreshing lunch at around 1300hrs.  After lunch, it
was a fairly gentle ascent to Ghorepani (2800m) and as on the
night before, when we reached the lodge  hot showers wer e
followed by dinner.  

Day 5 consisted of 2 tasks – one to watch the sun rise and the
other was the normal day’s trek.  At around 0515hrs in the

CI Lt Col AR Knott MBE
Trg Adjt Capt Pr embahadur Ale
DSM WO2(SSM) Kevin Dade
DSM(G) WO2 (SSMG)Shankar Gurung QGS

EXERCISE TIGER SAIL - by 2Lt Hick

In the wee small hours of Saturday 11 October, Tp Comds’
Course 71 departed Gatwick destined for Split, Cr oatia.  The aim
of the ex was to sail appr oximately 145 nautical miles south fr om
Split to Dubrovnik with all novices having the opportunity to lear n
the basics of sailing first hand, while the mor e competent tried
their hand at skippering. 

On our arrival, we were greeted with 25° heat and 2 buses to
transport us to the ACI marina.  Three Bavaria 44 foot yachts,
courtesy of Yachtsun Holidays, awaited us but a delay in the
handover allowed the group to visit the old city , sampling the
sights, sounds and beverages of the r egion.

All 3 crews set off each day with the intention of R V’ing at a
predetermined anchor location each night.  Under the watchful
eyes of the skippers, all crews commenced their sailing
familiarisation.  Day 1 involved learning the specific knots,
practising picking up mooring lines and coming to terms with
sailing terminology – harder for some than others.  These were
persistent themes that ran continuously thr oughout the week with
all novices improving their skills daily.  Despite the lack of wind,
the sails were raised regularly allowing the skippers to carry out
man-overboard drills and the like – all had the opportunity to try
the new sport of fender -surfing as well!  The beautiful coastline
with mountainous backdr ops and ancient fortifications af forded
us with some amazing views, with the ports of Stormoska and
Lupd being visited on r oute.  Culturally, all got to taste the local
brandy, climb the city walls and wer e treated to a guided tour of
Dubrovik, courtesy of 2Lts Lor d and Exell .

Although considerable time was spent under steam, ther e was
enough wind to learn the necessaries.  All the expedition
members who had no sailing qualifications finished the week
ready to pass their Competent Cr ew with ease.  An excellent time
was had by all and Croatia was certainly an ideal setting to
destress from the rigours that encounter ed in Blandford on the
YOs’ course.

NEWS FROM BLANDFORD

ROYAL SCHOOL OF SIGNALS
COMMAND SUPPOR T DIVISION

2Lt Lord getting soaked!

Crossing the deep gorge via the suspension bridge
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morning, we climbed to the top of Poon Hill (3210m) to watch the
sunrise.  One of our team suffered from height sickness but
managed to get to the top, after had we swapped our bags to
lighten his load.  The view of the mountain range from the top
was just breathtaking.  

Having watched the sun rise, we headed down to our lodge to
begin the next phase to Chuile; during this leg we had to r e-
distribute the loads to incr ease the pace a little.  We stopped at
Sunrise lodge for lunch and then got to Mountain Discovery
Lodge for the night.  

We were greeted by the locals with garlands who then performed
a few songs and dances – at the end we were invited join them
on the dance floor.  Maj Bruce , Capts Pr em, Wills , Maben and
Massi all joined in and enjoyed the dance immensely.

Day 6 was another challenging leg from Chuile to Sinuwa.
However, no one had any major problems in reaching our
destination.  After a hard workout uphill, it was very pleasing to
have a hot shower, delicious food and a beautiful view of the
mountains from Sinuwa Lodge. 

Day 7 was the toughest leg of all, from Sinuwa (2340m) to Deurali
(3230m).  Everyone was ignorant of the route that we were going
to cover that day.  We started the daily routine as usual with a
hearty breakfast before setting off  to Capt Maben’ s solo of  ‘In
The Jungle’ for everyone’s excitement,  it did not last very long.
WO1 Ray slipped on a rock and injured his leg but he managed
to continue slowly and keeping us on schedule for our ascent to
Deurali.  The weather started to get foggy and dark, making the
steep uphill seemingly endless.  

As we were gaining a fair bit of height, people started to feel a
little dizzy, our energy was depleted and we wer e desperately
scaling the slippery rocks while crossing rivers to get to Deurali.
Members even started playing a wor d game to raise morale.
Finally, the very welcome sight of Deurali Lodge emerged which
cheered everyone tremendously. All agreed that the food in the
lodge was the best so far.

Day 8 was a short leg but it did consist of a fair bit of uphill.  W e
were going from Deurali (3230m) to Annapurna Base Camp (ABC)
at 4130m.  

We began our ascent slowly to r each Machchhapuchhre Base
Camp (MBC) for tea.  Everyone found it arduous and felt minor
symptoms of height sickness but thankfully no one suf fered too

much and we were able to get to ABC.  Once we reached the
welcoming gate in ABC, we all felt quite emotional, taking deep
breaths and feeling a huge sense of achievement.  The view was
astounding with the mountain ranges all ar ound you.  We all
captured as many pictures as we could to keep a record of our
achievement and the stunning panorama. 

Day 9 was a very easy descent to a place called Bamboo.  Since
we got there early we played chess and cards, listened to iPods
and read books.

Day 10 was mostly downhill to Jhinu, except a set of 2900 steps
uphill to Chomrong, where we stopped for lunch.  Our morale
was sky high, having just about completed the tr ek, so it did not
take us very long to reach Jhinu.  There were hot pools around
the natural hot water springs, wher e we all enjoyed a very
pleasant dip and rested for a few hours.

Day 11 was a very long and hard leg from Jhinu to Dhampus with
numerous ascents and descents which wer e made all the harder
because of the heat. These 2 factors caused a few team
members to suffer from swollen ankles and stomach ache.
Nonetheless, once we completed the ascent fr om Tolka to
Deurali, we were all smiles once again till the finish.  

Day 12 was a short and easy leg downhill from Dhampus to Fedi
where we got transport back to the hotel in Pokhara.  In Fedi, we
all took the opportunity to thank our guide and the 2 porters.

The next 2 days were spent at the Army Welfare Centre (AWC)
where we undertook our Military Aid to Civil Community (MACC)
project. Our task was to manhandle stones into position to allow
the building of a play area for retired army personnel.  It was a
simple but very labour intensive task which took 16 fit people 2
full days to complete.  We worked our socks of f, despite
scorching sun and the dust, to show our appr eciation for the
retired heroes.

Maintaining our busy schedule meant we had ear ned a Safari in
Chitwan where we spent 3 nights in Machang Paradise View
Resort doing lots of activities like a jeep safari, an elephant ride,
nature walking, boating, bir d watching and a village visit wher e
we enjoyed some exceptional scran!  

On 4 December, we returned to Kathmandu via a rafting trip in
Chitwan.  All agreed that the rafting was the best of all activities
experienced thus far, especially as Capts Wills and Maben fell
out of the boat on the Trishuli river while negotiating level 4

currents!  They said they did it on
purpose to practise life-saving
skills – we did not comment!

Having done Ex ANNAPURNA
TIGERtrek, we have all
experienced a huge sense of
achievement after reaching ABC
so we posed for an excellent
picture with the spectacular view
of the mountains all around us.
We saw first hand the people’s
way of life in their villages and
were the able to appreciate fully
their kindness and warm
greetings which were extended to
us. 

We have gained valuable insights
into the diversity of cultural
values, traditions and wealth of
natural resources of Nepal.  Most
of all, the ex was a “once in a
lifetime” opportunity which was
completed successfully as a
team which will pr ovide us all
with memories for the rest of our
lives.Hurray, we have finally made it to ABC
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Comd Brig Ivan Hooper
COS Maj Julius Caesar

With many build exs taking place thr oughout the Autumn, the
Bde was finally ready to deploy on the infamous Ex ARRCADE
FUSION.  This is HQ ARRC’s major annual training event, which
deals primarily with the ARRC exercising the role of a Combined
Joint Land Component Headquarters, operating in a counter -
insurgency environment. 

The ex saw the Bde deploy to the tr opical location of Dempsey
Barracks, Sennelager.  At least this year the HQ were situated in a
building of opportunity on har d standing, which meant we would
not be polishing our boots every 5 minutes like last year , when we
spent the majority of the ex in mud!

Ex ARRCADE FUSION was set to be a steep learning curve for
both 1 Sig Bde Ops and the ARRC G6 staff.  It was the first ex
where the two would be working together as one Ops cell, and
with a few new faces it was certainly a test.  ARRC G6 were
responsible for deployment, establishment and sustainment of
ICS and RLS to deployed ARRC PoPs, in order to provide a staff
working environment. Only time would tell.

The Bde staff were only too pleased to realise that Maj ‘The Hog’
Manning was not sleeping in the same tent, his snoring having
kept all awake on many previous exs! However the COS, Maj
Julius Caesar , was on hand one night to r emind them just what
they had been missing.

The ex saw numerous visits from high ranking officers but none
more important than the visit of Lord Ashdown whose visit
included a series of briefings and discussions to an audience of
around 150 senior officers from many nations.  One of the more
intriguing was his speech about his experiences as the High
Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina from 2002 to 2006.

All the fun however seemed to be had by the 1 Sig Bde
representatives who were working within NETCEN as the
Sennelager 3, fronted by ring leader WO1(FofS) Levick .  He
enjoyed hosting their NET Contractor so much one evening that
he (somehow) missed his flight the next day!

On Sunday 9 November, there was a slight pause in the battle for
the troops to remember our fallen comrades in an outdoor service
of Remembrance led by Father Steven Forr ester .

The efforts and work by the Bde element of the Real Life Support
(RLS) team located in Theatre Barracks should not be under
estimated.  The 11 strong Bde team from the G1/G4 Branch had
the task, alongside ARRC Support elements, of setting up and
sustaining the real life needs of the ex. 

Deploying a full week and a half before STARTEX the AGC, REME
and RLC cap badges set about their business by initially
orchestrating the Theatre Reception Centre (TRC).  

Booking in, shepherding and accounting for over 2000 multi-
national personnel is not an easy task  and was not achieved
without significant hair loss!  That said, the AGC detachment,
now bald, continued to smile despite the continuous flow of
diverse clerical tasks and demands for obscur e statistics –
without too much complaining!  

Meanwhile the BCWO, WO1 Goreing , if not kept busy enough
overseeing the feeding of the masses, was juggling the culinary
requirements of some very high ranking visits.  There would be
hell to pay if the napkins did not make the dinner on time!  

Maj ‘Rim’ Rimmington MBE (did I mention MBE … yes, good!)
spearheaded 14 Tpt Regt’s mammoth transport operational task.
The continual exacerbation of collecting, and moving personnel
around the ex at the right time was lessened only by Maj
Rimmington’ s hearing aid on/off switch!  

Capt Sally Calland was augmented to assist the Visits Team.
Her task was to ensure that all visitors (VVIPs) were taken good
care of and went away with a positive impr ession.  The
culmination of this was the ex visitors’ day on 12 November ,
which saw over 86 stars arrive on the ex area.  All elements of the
RLS pulled together and the day was a success.             

Overall the ex passed us by and was a success.  The HQ
achieved what it had set out to do with (maybe!) a few lessons
learned. 

NEWS FROM FORMA TIONS

11 SIGNAL BRIGADE

Lord Ashdown pr esents to the troops

Remembrance led by Father Steven Forrester
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CO Lt Col CSK Paterson
RSM WO1(RSM) W Dunbar

REGIMENTAL DEPLOYMENT TO KUW AIT AS RECEPTION,
STAGING, ONWARD-MOVEMENT & INTEGRA TION (RSOI)
TRAINING GROUP - by Lt G Davies

The RSOI group, as the 1 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt deployment is
known, is split into 2 distinctive parts; the Base T raining Wing
(BTW) and the Field Training Wing (FTW). The BTW is situated on
Camp Buehring and incorporates all of the classr oom work,
briefings and all the lessons that are delivered in the excellent
facilities available in the training village. The FTW is situated
further a field in a makeshift camp ‘FOB Zulu’ situated on the
Udairi Ranges.

BASE TRAINING WING

OIC Lt G Davies
RSM WO1(RSM) W Dunbar

This has been headed up by Lt Gar eth Davies and WO1(RSM)
Dunbar . The BTW is responsible for the part of the RSOI
package which takes place in the Training Village. This comprises
the use of some outstanding kit, including a Judgemental T rainer,
an IED lane, and most impressively the First Aid classroom, which
has some scarily realistic casualties, complete with spurting
blood and moving chests! The instructors on this kit ar e a
combination of members of the Regt, including Cpl Thomas on
the BCDT Road Traffic Accident (RTA) scenario and Cpl
Straughan on the ‘Humvee’ (HMMWV) Egress Assistance Trainer
(HEAT). This is designed to simulate being rolled over in an RTA
so that the occupants can r ehearse escaping from the vehicle
whilst it is upside down.  Not everyone seems to want to escape
through the doors as taught however, Sig Seru decided that he
would drop through the now uptur ned top cover hatch in the r oof
and land on the soft mattr ess below!  

A lot of the work done by the Regt is the behind the scenes slog
which enables something as massive as the RSOI’ing of 3000
soldiers! The less glamorous side of RSOI is dealt with by those
in the Ops team, QM and the MT lads!

The Ops team consists of 8 exclusive members. They are Lt Jen
Hollins , 2Lt Car en van der Merwe , WO1(YofS) Steve Milne , Sig
Sarah Dower , Sig ‘Tango’ Dobbins , Sig Benjamin Price , Sig
Craig McW alters , and LCpl Nic Penn . Maj Keith Emmerson ,
the COS can also be found hanging around the Exclusive
‘members only’ Ops team.

The Ops Office’s main role is the smooth running of the RSOI
package. A very important role is the manning of the safety
comms network between Camp Buehring and FOB Zulu.  This is
vital, as live firing is conducted every day on the Udairi ranges.
FOB Zulu also has an Ops room and they man the net at the
distant end.  We also have constant comms with the American
Range Control who have ultimate contr ol of the ranges and the
range roads.   We also request and issue all the G6 applications.
We request all the Dii, INET, and JOCS accounts used on the
RSOI package.  This is to ensure that they can communicate with
Theatre and their home garrison.  These means of comms are
mainly used by personnel working within the RSOI Group but are
also used by the LOs from 20 Bde’s units.  

We also deal with the day to day administration of the RSOI
package and offer our services and expertise to anyone who
needs them.  Over the weeks leading up to the start of the
training package we have made a RSOI telephone directory and
‘Smart Book’.  We have made these ‘in house’ and the Ops team
(especially the night shift) have really, really enjoyed folding and
stapling all 3000 Smart Booklets!

RSOI GROUP MT

MT Sgt Sgt Rattenbury

All the soldiers in the MT were all required to complete additional
training as they would be driving American Humvees on terrain
that they are unfamiliar with, including drifting sand dunes and
kamikaze camels!  First, they started off with some familiarisation
on the Humvee. This was followed by a drive around camp and
some off-road driving on the American cr oss country cir cuit which
proved a bit hair raising especially with Sig Horsfields’ cornering!  

Once the RSOI kicks into action, a major job the MT will be
carrying out is armed escorts for the range package.  This will
involve getting up at the crack of dawn to collect the coaches;
then the range personnel will be escorted to FOB Zulu wher e the
troops will undertake their training on the ranges befor e being
driven back.  Safe in the knowledge that MT ar e providing
protection.  In addition to this, the MT will be kept busy with VIP
airport runs, collecting fuel for the Gr een Fleet and all day to day
running of the MT business.

RSOI GROUP QM DEPT

RQMS WO2(RQMS) Wills

Now all the trivial stuf f is out the way, its down to the nitty gritty .
The RSOI QM Dept has the most qualified camp-cot engineers
on camp, LCpl Oppong and LCpl Sandean .  LCpl Ross and Sig
Innes are dual-traded, with their expertise in the field of water
replenishment and MRE acquisition and distribution. Not
forgetting of course the specialist driving skills of the ranger girls

NEWS FROM THE REGIMENTS

1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION 
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT

HERFORD

1 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt making its mark on Camp Buehring
courtesy of Cpl Howell and Sig Kendall !



THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2009 7

Cpl Horton and Pte Ainsworth , who relentlessly drive to and fro
collecting all manner of stor es, rations and brew kits under the
watchful eye of SQMS, SSgt Gar ner , also a master ranger driver
in his own right!

The RSOI QM Dept is no stranger to PT with the RQMS, WO2
‘Tennis’ Wills , who prides himself on his personal fitness, kicking
ass in the over 40s club, coming second in the Halloween fun
run.

THE FIELD TRAINING WING

OC Maj J Lambeth
SSM WO2(SSM) Baxter

Once those going through the RSOI package have completed the
3 days of lessons in both classr ooms and the training village, they
head up to the ranges.  Here they complete a 2 day package to
ensure they are up to the required standard, ahead of their
imminent deployment to Iraq. The range team is headed up by
OC 211, Maj Jim Lambeth.  The team consists of 45 soldiers
incorporating of ficers and soldiers from both the Regt and
augmentees from 7 Armd Bde.  Although the tr oops under
training are bussed the 1½ hrs up to the ranges each mor ning
and night, the range conducting team ar e permanently based at
FOB Zulu.

While this is a pretty remote location, the move pr ovided a
welcome change from Regimental life and there is a good
selection of creature comforts.  Paradigm has pr ovided us with
welfare phones and BFBS Kuwait has very generously installed
the biggest TV in Kuwait in the dining room! 

The hard work began in earnest as the ranges had to be built
from scratch which meant loads of sandbagging.  Although
strenuous, it gave the sun worshippers a great excuse to build up
their tans.  Of particular note was SSgt Steve Kerr who
embraced the tanning with huge enthusiasm, achieving an all
over interesting shade of lobster red.  After living at the FOB for
about a week, short notice or ders were received to ‘pop smoke’
and scurry back down to Camp Buehring as the Kuwaiti Army
were about to start their largest annual artillery ex and the FOB
sat in the impact zone! Two nights in Camp Buehring wer e
enough for the FOB Zulu gang and with the all clear given fr om
range control, they moved back to the FOB.  Everything is still
standing, the local workfor ce is still there and their cat is still
trying to steal food! The waiting is almost over , the ranges are
ready, so all we need now is for 20 Bde to show up and start
firing.  

201 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj AHT Garrett
SSM WO2(SSM) RD Haynes

20 BRIGADE MISSION REHEARSAL EXERCISE (MRX) 
- by LCpl Oates and LCpl Fyfe  

On the night of 5/6 October , after weeks of meticulous
preparation, 201 Sig Sqn finally deployed on the 20 Bde MRX in
Honensfeld, Bavaria. Two packets of vehicles wer e seen off in
good stead by the OC, Maj Garr ett , and the SSM, WO2 Heynes .
Things were looking good, apart fr om the OSC which failed to
make it out of camp. However this was only a minor setback and
things were soon back on schedule. Things were going well until
the vehicle that Sig Webb was driving broke down on the
autobahn. He was devastated until he realised that it meant he’d
have to just go to sleep while he waited for r ecovery.  Before our
forced 8 hr rest, we had a brief on the sleeping arrangements and
were specifically told to keep noise to a minimum.  Unfortunately
they forgot to mention the sleeping ar ea was next to some ranges
and soon after the guys were getting their heads down, the sound
of 0.5s and automatic gunfir e disturbed the mor ning peace. I’m
sure SSgt Vickers is still having nightmares about this. Things
got slightly mor e interesting again when LCpl ‘Dog’ Barkers
vehicle was involved in an RTA. He claims not to have been at
fault, but unfortunately he is the only one to see it like this. When
he eventually arrived at the ex location, he was the victim of a
cruel prank when it was arranged with the RMP to have him
arrested. He swallowed the bait, and his face was a pictur e. 

The remainder of the journey was pretty straight forwar d and we
cheerfully arrived on the evening of the 6th.  After mor e enforced
rest, the set up began in preparation to support Div HQ (although
the staff would not be arriving for another 2 weeks). In fair ness as
a first timer to the MRX, I was very impressed in the way the set
up developed, and within a few days, Op MASSIVE was well
underway, as we all settled into routine.  All the vital bits and
bobs, such as an admin area with Sky TV, hot brews and the like,
was soon up and running.  The CO visited on the 14th and I’m
sure was impressed with what the Sqn had achieved up to that
point, although I’m sur e if you mention projectors and TOC tent in
the same sentence, SSgt Vickers and Sgt Chamberlain would
certainly have something to say about it.  Rumour has it that Sgt
Chamberlain was seen down at the accommodation one night
going through the projector principles with Sig Cooper !

For a spot of R&R, halfway through the exercise we arranged for
a trip to the local PX. It seemed that a few of the guys held an

Team Zulu posing outside their FOB
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impromptu ‘who can buy the worst clothes’ competition. It was
decided that LCpl Jaggs and Sig Taylor were the joint winners
for the purchases of a horrific orange ski jacket decorated with
elephants and a pair of disgusting yellow PVC trainers
respectively. LCpl Cudmor e took Sqn PT on the MRX with PFTs,
runs, circuit training and a couple of sports after noons which
helped keep our sprits up. There was also the opportunity to go
on a few helicopter trips, courtesy of the RAF. They flew us over
the training area and it was really good fun – especially for the
likes of SSgt(FofS) Gor don who had never been on one before.
The tear down started on Friday 31 October, ready for departing
on 3 November.  Luckily there was no rain as there was a lot of
work to be done and the linemen actually got a chance to pr ove
their worth. After a great effort by all the Sqn, the tear down was
completed it and it was the end of yet another successful MRX.  

All that was left to tackle was our long drive home and hope ther e
would be no hiccups. As our first packet set of f at 0830hrs, Cpl
Quow was having trouble pulling a trailer in his vehicle. The first
packet was soon halted and SSgt Vickers told LCpl Fyfe to
swap the trailer onto his vehicle. The packet then got going again
and when they had their next stop, LCpl Fyfe realised that he
had actually forgotten to put the trailer on his vehicle.  Luckily the
second packet saw it and stopped to pick it up!  All in all, the Sqn
enjoyed the ex and are looking forward to more challenges in the
future.

211 SIGNAL SQUADRON REAR PARTY - by LCpl Sutherland

IC WO2(FofS) Usher
SSgt SSgt J Giddens

The Sqn had just deployed to Kuwait to support and train Her
Majesty’s finest, when 211’s Sqn lines turned into Yankee
Stadium.  At least it felt that way; fast balls wer e coming from
every direction. However, SSgt ‘Guido’ Giddens wasn’t going to
let this spoil his moment of glory – with WO2(FofS) Chris Usher
effectively acting as Sqn OC and far too busy on V isio drawing
pictures of the new Div HQ to get out of the Ops Of fice.  He was
acting 2IC, SSM, SQMS and Tp Comd (x 3) all rolled into one.
With his trademark eloquence and wide ranging vocabulary of
expletives, he set about whipping the 211 Rear Party into a fr enzy
to complete the work that had to be done in the Sqn’ s absence.
With around 8 bods left in work on any one day , we were
responsible for getting the entir e Sqn’s vehicle fleet ready for Sqn
Technical Inspections and the Unit Workshop Inspections.  In
addition to this, we’ve been pr oviding the usual compliment of
guards and fatigue parties. With a lot of har d work, determination
and guidance from Cpls ‘Gaz’ Bamfor d, Si McCann and Steve
Barrat , we did it and managed to set the highest standar d of all
the Sqns in the Regt.  We weren’t finished there. As soon as we’d
downed tools fr om inspections, we wer e tasked to prepare our
armour ready to be placed into Whole Fleet Management.  Again,
a monumental task on a normal day – whatever one of those is –
but even more of a challenge when you have less than a section
of manpower to do it with.  The lads once again showed their
resolve and produced the goods.  The OC, Maj Lambeth was so
happy (or was that surprised?) that he graciously gave the Rear
Party the day off to let of f some steam.  So the boys and girls of
the mighty 211 Sig Sqn Rear Party headed off to Bottr op indoor
ski slope where they had a great time.  The Sqn Rear Party have

‘dug out blind’ over the past 6 weeks and ar e a real credit to the
Sqn and the Regt.

Finally, a few ‘hellos and goodbyes’.  W e welcome SSgt Raby
into the top chair in Minden Tp, Cpl Rai from 2 Sig Regt, Sigs
Peat , Jowers , Sullivan , Williams , Allan , and Penn to Herford on
completion of trade training fr om Blandford.  Fond farewells we
bid to SSgt(YofS) Andy Powell ; off to Iraq to see if they’ve
cleared up the mess from when he was last out there, Cpl
Mackay ; going on a package tour to Cyprus for a couple of
years, LCpl Br own departing Germany for 21 Sig Regt and Sig
‘Nicksy’ V etaukula off to 30 Sig Regt. All the best to you all. 

212 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj P Pear ce
SSM WO2(SSM) P Watson

EXERCISE TENACIOUS H+5 - by Sig D Whitford

From the start this battle camp had a new perspective with the
recognition of a confirmed commitment to HERRICK.  This battle
camp was the first in a series geared towards ops. This new
angle on the ex gave us renewed motivation to perform. Once we
collected weapons fr om the armoury and loaded our kit onto the
trucks it was time to go, the start of a busy week. Befor e
departing we had to zero our rifles and balance the GPMGs, with
live firing throughout most of the ex, zer oing needed to be done
thoroughly even though temperatures at one point must have hit
minus figures. Concurrently there was BCDT, GPMG and mine
awareness training, giving us the heads up on some of the
scenarios that we would be faced with on this ex.  Once
everyone had cycled though each of the training stands and
everyone had fired, it was onto the coach.W e went straight into it.
Weapons were prepped and we were ready to go directly onto
the individual live firing in a well thought-out scenario.  This was
the start of the honing of our infantry skills which by the end of
the week would allow us to participate in a live firing sect attack.
Alongside the individual live firing, stands wer e laid out such as
practical mine awareness, reinforcing the ‘look, feel, pr od’
method and BCDT advanced training with a BLS r efresher
incorporated into it. Including all of the pr evious stands and live
firing, there was a slot for pairs blank firing to work on fir e and
manoeuvre drills in a wooded area coving.

As night came, which came very quickly on most days, we
covered outstanding MATTS, with a general discussion on each
subject. Hats of f to the chefs on this battle camp the food was a
refreshing uplift to the end of a demanding day .  As the days
went on, the progression of our skills was speeding up and most
of us had noticed a considerable impr ovement in our infantry
skills, especially for the GPMG gunners.  For some this was the
first time they would have had to carry , fire and clean these
weapons.    Nearly home – only sect attacks left – then that’ s us
done.  We were all anxious to perform. The sect attack was the
pinnacle of the week’s training, apart from Sgt Kurt Molden’ s
impressive display of reversing with a trailer fitted. It is fair to say
that the training paid of f, there was a massive improvement and
everyone knew it. Thanks go to WO2(SSM) Watson for his efforts
in organising and running what was in my opinion one of the best
battle camps for a long time.

7th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

CO Lt Col NJ Makepeace
RSM WO1(RSM) M McDonald

Pre-deployment training has been at the very for efront of the
calendar for the last few months, along with the usual ARRC exs
which themselves take a lot of pr eparation and manpower. A brief
list would include 4 battle camps, countless Special T o Arm (STA)
courses, the complete r efurbishment of the Regt bar, visits by the

SOinC and Lord Ashdown, receiving yet another REACHER det
(Large, by the way), 3 ARRC exs supporting between 200 – 400
staff officers and not forgetting all the usual Christmas revelries.
All of these events and activities were a huge success. This
wouldn’ t have been possible without the unflinching support and
dedication of the training wing and the sqns who ‘volunteer ed’
their precious time and manpower to assist in whatever way they
were required. A huge well done is extended to every soldier and
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officer of the Regt for what has been a challenging but ultimately
successful period. All of you should be pr oud of what the Regt
has achieved during this year, and in the last few months in
particular.  

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj Bob Pye
SSM WO2(SSM) Nav Elliot

TECHNICAL ‘STUFF’ - by Cpl Bour ne

OC NES Tp WO1(FofS) Taff Ceaser
Tp SSgt SSgt Rob Sirignano

These past months have been manic for NES Tp, with the
Regimental Foreman fragging the CSE (I + T)s fraternity
senseless. We have been involved in a multitude of tasks
including deploying on ARRCADE WARRIOR/CHARGERand Ex
ARRCADE FUSION as well as providing technical support for the
Corps Convention. On ARRCADE FUSION, the Tp was
responsible for second line support for 232 Sig Sqn’ s two
deployable HQs at Main and TAC.  We were also responsible for
the installation and maintenance of the Sky satellite network at
both HQs. Although the Tp was constantly on the go, we still had
enough time to witness LCpl Redgar d-Siler’ s accidental
impression of the ‘Full Monty’ whilst intently trying to install a
satellite dish on ARRCADE FUSION.  Alas, although highly
embarrassing for the young chap, it r esulted in little more than his
combat jacket going ‘man down’ and looking like a tramp for the
remainder of the ex.  

However this wasn’ t the last of our challenges during the ex with
both Cpl Austin and LCpl Heminsley having to cope with a
multitude of complex and trying faults, which wer e mainly
rectified using the old trusty 240v r e-initialisation test.  

Unfortunately, this level of excellence could not last and it wasn’ t
long until we were deploying back to camp and onto our next
major task – the Corps convention. For this, NES Tp was tasked
with providing A/V and CIS facilities for the guest speakers. This
was done under the careful eyes of SSgt Sirignano and Sgt
Robinson .  Ultimately it was a relatively easy task that only grew
complicated when the speakers tur ned up with a plethora of
different all-singing all-dancing pr esentations that were all on
different versions of Windows and formats. Under the glaring eye
of the RSM, all was sorted. The day ended up being a r easonable
success, so, after all these trials and tribulations, the Tp wer e
happy to take its foot of f the gas (until the Regt FofS intervened)
and start preparing for the straight-forwar d visit of the RSIT in
December.  As a Tp, we have had no Arrivals or Departures,
although Sgt Egerton has swapped places with Cpl Austin with
regards to deploying to Afghanistan in the New Y ear.

229 (BERLIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Dar cy Rawlinson
SSM WO2(SSM) John Love

The Sqn has been extremely busy over the past few months, with
the majority of people having been away on Special to Arm
courses and Regimental Battle Camps as part of their Pr e-
Deployment training.  For those not deploying, life in the Regt has
been equally busy, providing instructors and enemy for ces to
Battle Camps, contributing to the r efurbishment of ‘Archie’s’ Bar,
and supporting Ex ARRCADE FUSION.  A warm welcome to the
members of the TA who have recently joined us, ready to deploy
with the Sqn this year.

BRANDENBURG TROOP

OC 2Lt Lois Exell
SSgt SSgt Rob Gr een

Brandenburg Tp has been busy over the last few months, taking
on most tasks for the Sqn as we will be the only Tp who will

remain in the Germany Based Element this year.  We recently said
goodbye to our Tp Comd, Capt Tim Hodgkins , who has moved
on to a new post at ATR Harrogate and welcomed 2Lt Lois Exell,
who has arrived from Blandford.

ARCHIE’S BAR REFURBISHMENT - by Cpl Burford

Earlier on in the year, the Regt decided that it was time to
refurbish ‘Archie’s’; the slightly outdated Regimental bar .  The
idea was to drag it out of the 50s and transform it into a mor e
sophisticated moder n bar.  This was not going to be an easy
task. Each Sqn formed a committee and was given an ar ea of the
building to refurbish. 229 Sqn were given the task of the bar and
lounge areas. After various ideas had been discussed and the
costings completed, we wer e given the go ahead to start in July. 

Then the hard work really began. Firstly, under the watchful eye of
Project Manager, Cpl Dave Burfor d, the place was gutted
completely which was a huge job that lasted a month and cost a
few sore backs from the guys involved! Once this was done the
fun began; getting the place kitted back out with new games
machines and attempting to assemble IKEA flat pack fur niture!
Then it was down to the PEC Cpl Hobbs to arrange the new
games machines and pool table to be deliver ed in time for the
grand opening. The Bar Manager, Cpl Humphries ’ task was to
start making the bar look pr esentable and ready for Officers’
Coffee, which was to be the first event hosted by the brand new
Archie’s. 

The bar really started to take shape, particularly after our 2
resident technicians, LCpls Lawr ence and Bright finished wiring
up and plugging in the PA system and big screen TV.  Archie’s
now started to look and feel like the moder n day bar we had
wanted to achieve. The ‘Grand Opening’ was planned for 27
November 2008 and things began to look like a scene fr om ‘60
Minute Makeover’ with everyone running ar ound like headless
chickens to put the final touches in place. A final visit by
SSgt(SQMS) Haskell and 2Lt Graham , the fund manager,
confirmed that the new Ar chie’s Bar was ready for opening. The
transformation has been pretty spectacular and big thanks go out
to all those involved in the pr oject.

AFGHANISTAN RC(S) TROOP

OC 2Lt Tony Graham
SSgt SSgt Ali Johnston

SPECIAL TO ARM TRAINING - T ACSAT COURSE IN LATINA,
ITALY - by LCpl Lawrence

Pre-deployment training has been the main focus for the Tp over
the last few months, a particular highlight of which was the
TACSAT course.  As part of our role as the NATO Deployable
Signal Tp in the RC(South) area of Afghanistan, we were sent to
sunny Italy for a week of training on the TACSAT in use with
NATO.

Arriving at Dortmund airport on a rainy Sunday mor ning with
moments to spare (actually 3 hours!) our illustrious leader Cpl
Roberts led us through departures and onwards to Italy.  On
arriving at Latina train station, we discover ed the taxi drivers
didn’ t have the same work ethic as us and had knocked of f early
as it was a Sunday.  After some improvisation and hand gestures
to counter the language barrier, we eventually arrived at the NATO
base in Latina.

After the first few days of the course, half of the gr oup decided to
do the cultural thing and travelled to Rome for some sightseeing;
a welcome break from taking in all the new information in the
lessons.  At the end of a gruelling week in sunny Latina and fed
up of pasta and mystery meat we gladly took r eturned to the
‘Mighty 7th’ and the Grill centr e outside camp.  Overall the
course was enjoyed by all; a lot of information was packed in,
with a great deal of valuable time spent with ‘hands on’ the kit,
giving us a lot of knowledge to bring back and pass on to
others……as well as a dancing skeleton!
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KABUL ICS TROOP

OC Lt Sal Lifton
SSgt SSgt Lee Rickar d

Kabul Tp has been busy with pre-deployment training over the
past few months, looking forwar d to our deployment to
Afghanistan in 2009.  Welcome to Cpl Tate, LCpl Shaw , LCpl
Tyler and Sig Greig who have joined us from TA Regts for the
deployment next year.  

EXERCISE WOODLAND FLIGHT 4 - by Sig Murray

After a relaxing weekend in camp, certain members of the Regt
were awake on Sunday morning ready to go for a week’s worth of
military training. We left at 1400hrs heading for the “finest lager in
the world” – Sennelager! After what seemed to be a never ending
journey we arrived with just enough time to fit in the initial safety
brief and weapon handling tests. When everyone had finished it
was time for an early night to pr epare us for the long week ahead. 

The first few days consisted of APWTs, Grouping and Zeroing,
Pistol and GPMG shoots with lessons in between the shoots. The
lessons taught us handling of for eign weapon systems (like the
AK 47), mine awareness, patrolling skills and about the 50 Cal –
this was the most inter esting lesson naturally!  Towards the end of
the week things got slightly mor e intense when we progressed
onto individual and pairs fir e and movement with live rounds. This
was something that a few of the guys had not done since basic
training and like most things that ar e hard work, was well worth
while. Wearing Osprey body armour for this gave us the chance
to get used to what it feels like to wear it. Boy oh boy . The week
concluded with an awesome defensive night shoot put together
by the Regimental Training Wing (helped out by some Sappers
who provided the big bangs!). The shoot was conducted fr om a
FOB style build to give us an idea what it is like in r eality on ops.
Despite the hard work the tr oops had to put in, I think it would be
safe to say that everyone really enjoyed themselves! 

Transport left early Friday morning back to Javelin Barracks,
where the mood was very relaxed. On arrival in camp all the
admin was sorted out and the tr oops retired to bed early that
night for some much needed sleep!

A TERRITORIAL ARMY PERSPECTIVE 
- by LCpl Shaw, LCpl Tyler and Sig Greig

Having volunteered for an Op Tour to Afghanistan with 7 Sig
Regt, we reported to RTMC Chilwell on 20 October 2008.  All
mobilised personnel from the both the TA and Regular Reserves,
from all cap badges and of all ages are processed through
Chilwell. The first couple of days wer e spent doing admin. Desert
kit was issued to us, leaving us wondering ‘how ar e we going to
get all this kit over to Germany?’ Medical and dental
examinations were done before we were accepted into service.
The remainder of the time we spent at Chilwell was dedicated to
MATTs training and testing.

On leaving Chilwell we took a flight to Hannover fr om RAF Brize
Norton before being driven to Elmpt. On arrival at Elmpt, we wer e
shown our accommodation, pr ovided with a meal and intr oduced
to the important place, Shannon’ s bar!  Next thing we knew we
were down in Monchengladbach sampling the local beers!  On
Monday morning we reported to work at 0800hrs. W e were
shown around the Regt, then the next couple of days wer e spent
moving from department to department doing our arrivals
processing. We were introduced to our Tps wher e we found
information about wher e we would be deploying and what
courses we were going to be on. Since being here we have
completed a number of courses including V -Sat, MPTE, Talon,
JOCs and OPTAG. This is to prepare us for the kit we are going
to be using in theatre.  Everyone in the Tp has made us feel very
welcome and looked after us in this transition period as we have
adapted to life in the Regular Army. We are now looking forwar d
to a few weeks of f over Christmas and seeing our family before
returning in the New Year ready to deploy to Afghanistan.

231 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Phil Muir
SSM WO2 (SSM) Lee Linton

This autumn has been heavily focused on the further training of
the soldiers of 231 Sig Sqn and honing their skills in pr eparation
for next year’s tour overseas in the roIe of Helmand ICS Sig Sqn.
These last few months of pre-deployment training and specialist
trade training has been a busy yet exciting time for the soldiers in
the Squadron who are now looking forwar d to a respite in the
programme before ramping up for operations dir ectly after
Christmas.

MILITARY PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING – EXERCISE
WOODLAND FLIGHT 4 - by Sig Drury

I was not really looking forward to military pr e-deployment
training in the German winter, but as it tur ned out it wasn’ t quite
as bad as everyone thought it would be.  It started with a 3 hr
coach trip, a great opportunity for most to catch up on some
sleep and for the hyperactive people to keep them awake.  W e
soon arrived at Normandy Barracks in Sennelager which looked
at us all with a certain glee knowing what it had in stor e for us for
the week.  Bleary eyed and disorientated, we wer e then taken
into the mess hall for our mandatory safety brief which consisted
of...well safety briefs.  Once briefed on the mix of ranges and
stands to develop our field skills, it did not initially sound like the
week was going to be too bad, quite bearable in fact! 

With a mad scramble we found ourselves a pit space and made it
our own. Some took this seriously and Cpl ‘Swede’ Roberts
made use of the narrow space between the bunks to put up a
make shift washing line. This quickly spr ead and soon the room
looked like an episode of “Last of the Summer Wine” with Nora
Batty’ s washing everywhere.

The next day began bright and very early.  After a hearty
breakfast courtesy of the very hard working chefs, we wer e split
into our sects to begin the week’ s work. The week consisted of a
mixture of activities from learning about the military skills r equired
on ops and most enjoyably , contact drills under ef fective enemy
fire. 

The week was set up with groups moving between stands to
practise our skills and perfect our battle drills.  The Tp practised
individual and pairs fire manoeuvre until we all felt able to do it in
our sleep.  All this was to prepare us all for a night defensive
shoot in a simulated FOB location. This was the highlight of the
week and was an enjoyable experience for all ...well unless you
were the Sect 2IC, then your night was spent bombing up
magazines like a man possessed and screaming at the runners.

Pre-deployment training – snow warriors!
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Thanks go to SSgt ‘Gaz’ Pr octor for giving me the opportunity to
show my true character!  Our sect’ s fearless leader LCpl James
Young then took contr ol, as it was our turn to swap on the fr ont
line.  However he managed to get ‘stuck’ or possibly a bit scar ed
of the big bangs and had to be told very loudly in colourful
language to ‘please move a little faster.’ Luckily for him he had
spare shorts. In summary, WOODLAND FLIGHTwas a great
experience for all who participated with everybody coming away
with better knowledge albeit a little (a lot) wetter , and with a few
more songs to sing.  

OPTAG TRAINING INVERNESS - by Sig McKenna

As 231 Sig Sqn entered into its pre-deployment training period,
the troops began to undertake the essential OPTAG training
package.  For most of the Regt this involved pr esentations on
camp and a bonding session with 2 Med Regt who will be joining
us later on in the tour.  However, for the lucky few, it meant a trip
to sunny Inverness.  As we all know what the essential OPTAG
package contains, I will simply say that soldiers will be soldiers
and the kit can be interesting!  The package had been enhanced
to cover all aspects of our deployment and we all found it useful
to understand what is waiting for us out in theatr e next year.  The
local tourist attractions wer e also very pleasant and
accommodating; understandably we made use of them on our
final night out.  The OPTAG team did a grand job of livening
things up and made it a good week’ s work, setting us up for the
forthcoming tour – thanks a lot.

From the cold of Scotland we came back to an even colder
Germany for the next phase of the training to confirm what we
had learnt. The training wing had put together a good dry training
package for us, which would have been fantastic, if ther e hadn’t
been a blizzard for the past 2 days.  As we stood watching a
demo from MT with the freezing rain, followed by snow, lashing
us in the face, there wasn’t one of us who didn’ t wish we were
already in the desert, especially when we started jumping out of
Snatch vehicles and lying in the snow (imagining it was sand did
not help LCpl Baxter in the slightest!)  LCpl Mitchell also took
great delight in ‘beasting’ the 2 subbies, Lt Marsden and Lt Bell
on their Op BARMA drills.  Roll on the sun, sea and sand of the
tour – sorry, I meant the sun, dust and sand!

232 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Colin Russell
SSM WO2(SSM) Glen Revell

The closing months of 2008 have been a very busy time for the
members of 232 Sig Sqn. Most of the Sqn’ s efforts were focused
on preparing and participating in the infamous Ex ARRCADE
(con)FUSION, which proved to be anything but, as it went
fantastically well.  But mor e on that later.

ARRCADE FUSION 08 - by LCpl  Smith

On Monday 24 October 2008, 232 Sig Sqn deployed to
Sennelager on Ex ARRCADE FUSION, after many weeks of
planning and preparation. The set-up phase, which was the first 2
weeks, was hard work and long hours for all involved but they
were rewarding when all was finished and it soon became clear
that the MAIN HQ had been completed to a very high standar d.
As a reward, we were even allowed to grab morale at the local
NAAFI on the Camp.  Bonus! 

After the initial set-up, the ex phase started wher e the staff
officers came in and conducted their training in pr eparation, as
for many of them it was their first FUSION. We could smell their
fear but treated them gently.  During the ex we were honoured to
receive a visit by ex-Lib Dem MP, Lord Paddy Ashdown , who
had recently returned from holding a very challenging political
office in Bosnia.  Lord Ashdown took the time to speak to a few
of the soldiers separately, despite his tight schedule! 

Remembrance Sunday fell during the final week and hundreds of
staff officers assembled on the sports pitch behind Main HQ to
participate in the Service.  Despite the rain and plummeting
temperatures, readings were read, hymns were sung and the
wreaths were solemnly laid.  It was a moving but bright Service
and warming to see that many of the staf f officers were of
different nationalities. Upon conclusion of the ex, ther e was a
parade in which the DCOS Ops for ARRC handed out coins for
excellence.  These were given to soldiers for outstanding
contribution thr oughout the ex. The recipients from the Regt
included Sig Har dy, Sig Deegen and LCpl Hanley to name a
few.  All in all, it was an incredibly successful ex for all involved
and praise was heaped upon the soldiers of the Regt for their
professionalism, fantastic attitude and brilliant trade skills. 

CHRISTMAS CHEER - by 2Lt T Lord

Outside of work, everyone was getting involved with sporting and
social events. Capt Duncan Reader led the way by taking a
group of keen volunteers to the Corps Cr oss Country
Championships at Blandfor d. What they lacked in ability they
made up for in enthusiasm and to the amazement of all, came in
ahead of 16 Sig Regt and therefore didn’t finish last. real highlight
of the month was when the Sqn piled onto coaches and headed
to the small town of Wegburg for the Christmas party.  Organised
by Cpl Jones and LCpl Lannon it was held in a classy hotel
where good food was enjoyed by all and music was pr ovided by
an excellent live band (much to the delight of YofS Port who’s
enthusiastic dancing would have put even Ricky Gervais to
shame). The final week before Christmas saw the Sqn participate
in several inter-rank football competitions; one such match was in
the snow and the other was the mor ning after an evening of
revelry in the WOs and Sgts Mess.  Neither being ideal

Ambush Drills

The Station Carol Service
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conditions, nonetheless the players valiantly fought on, with SSgt
Middleton even managing to score 2 “belting headers”, as the
modest guy himself stated to anyone who would listen. The
station Carol Service was a lively affair, peppered with copious
amounts of carols in between seasonal readings. “O Come all Ye
Faithful” seemed to be a particularly popular song judging by the
sheer gusto in which the junior soldiers belted it out.  W e were
most entertained – and deafened. For the Christmas functions,
the Juniors were served a 3-course meal by the Officers and
Seniors of the Regt and then well entertained by girl band, ‘The
Skater Girls’, whose musical talents wer e well complemented by
their skimpy attir e.  A few soldiers fell in love that night. However,

those pesky WOs and Sgts were lying in wait for the Officers to
arrive at their Mess for the traditional Christmas abuse, er, party.
The beginning of the evening set the tone for the r est of the night;
the Officers were marched Australian style (i.e. backwards) by
Maj Dar cy Rawlinson to the Mess. On arrival, the PEC, SSgt
‘Baked’ Bean, had arranged for them to be beasted over a giant
inflatable assault course before partaking in rat whacking, bicycle
challenges, draughts for shots, Wii shooting games and the
bucking pig.  The Iatter ruined many a man that night.  All who
rode her were humiliated and sore – very sore.  A fantastic time
was had by all and 232 Sig Sqn are now looking forwar d to what
challenges 2009 will have in store.  

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT 
(ELECTRONIC W ARFARE)

HAVERFORDWEST

CO Lt Col TJ Carmichael
RSM WO1(RSM) G Topps

HQ SQUADRON

OC Maj D Palmer
SSM WO2(SSM) Collins

ES TROOP WIRE NOTES

Since June this year the Tp has welcomed several new members,
WO1 (FofS) Brankin arrived, led us through ECI, deployed on
Reggy Ex and then decided he didn’ t like us and that he would
much rather be Ops FoS.  We therefore greet his replacement
WO1?FofS? Mayer , possibly the only person who has to look up
to FofS Brankin.  Also new to the Tp are Cpls Steve Gr ove and
Jake L ynch who will soon leave us when 223 Sqn stands up in
the New Year. We have gained our very own LCpl ‘Steve’
McQueen whose best performance escapes me but he assur es
me he was responsible for pinning out a 100 pin Bowman cable
during Ex GRIFFIN’S FOCUS. Finally congratulations to our other
new arrivals Sgt Frank and Cpl Mel Whisky on Frank’ s third
stripe and their impending new arrival. As already mentioned, pre-
ECI prep took up a significant period of the post leave period and
was followed almost immediately by the Regimental ex.  Cpl
Dave Wallace saw how much driving he was expected to do and
promptly “fell” of f his motorbike with the help of a female motorist
and her Tom Tom.  Some people go to any length to skive of f
exercise!  His accident did nothing to dissuade Cpl Adam
Bircham from taking his motorbike test and becoming our
second casualty a few weeks later.  LCpl ‘W alshie’ W alsh keeps
saying he wants to ride motorbikes too, so we expect our hat
trick any time soon. 

Ex CHELTENHAM CHALLENGEwas organised by SSgt Lee
Punyer and took place in October with 18 civil servants arriving
to do a bit of team bonding.  After they had r eceived several
briefs from the ops block (yawn!) we took them to Templeton
Airfield to put them thr ough their paces in the field.  Having been
taken through the basics of shelter building by Sgt Matt
Edwar ds, the group were split down into 3 sects, under the
supervision of Cpls Dave W allace and de Jonghe and LCpl
Walsh and sent out on a navigation ex around the airfield to pick
up their rations for the 24hr period.  After building shelters and
eating rations (complete with tablecloths, wine and silver cutlery
in some cases!) there was a general knowledge quiz, which
proved that the so called bof fins weren’t quite as brainy as they
thought!

After an unreasonably early start, the sects were rotated through
3 comand tasks to build their teamwork and comms skills befor e
the bus arrived for the recovery to Brawdy in time for the visitors
to hit the range for some 9mm pistol and clay pigeon shooting. 
At the time of writing the Tp is looking forwar d to our Christmas
do, Go-Karting in Haverfordwest.  Let’s hope the troop’s driving
skills are not following a downwar d trajectory.  We also send our

best Christmas wishes to those of the Tp who ar e deployed at
the moment: Sgt Chris Williams , LCpls ‘Beechy’ Beecham ,
‘Jonesey’ Jones , ‘Gav’ McNaughton , Neil Conner and ‘Robbo’
Roberts on Op HERRICK and Sgt John L ynn in the Falklands.

224 SIGNAL SQUADRON - by LCpl Si Wells

OC Maj S Roberts 
SSM WO2(SSM) Howe

In February 2009, 224 Sig Sqn is due to be closed down after
being open since 2003.  In the short space of time the Sqn has
been operational, it has played a vital part in the collection of
SIGINT on behalf of GCHQ.  1t has been deployed in a variety of
theatres, such as Kosovo, Bosnia, Falklands, Sierra Leone,
Afghanistan and Iraq to name but a few.  Those not on
deployments were kept busy with a variety of exs ranging fr om
military skills to trade exs. Those members deployed on tour , kept
themselves busy by joining the popular tr end of spending as
much time as possible down the gym working on Op MASSIVE,
those in sunnier climates also took part in Op BRONZE
(unfortunately those sent to the Falklands were unable to take
part in this Op).  Some people got better r esults than others.

The Sqn’s first battle camp was set up in February 2007 in the
beauty of Otterbur n training camp.  It was the perfect time of year
to be sleeping out in self-made shelters.  During the survival
phase of the ex everyone huddled together fr eezing, except for
the teams whose shelters caught alight; it was nice and toasty for
them.  This ex sparked a tradition of battle camps being
organised every winter.  However it has not only been hard work
for the 224 personnel.  As it is a small Sqn, there is a good
camaraderie between the members and always a good tur n out
on leaving functions.  One of the most memorable being when all
of the Sqn came dressed up as Superheroes and terrorised
Lincoln.  Batman was subdued the next day when he did the
walk of shame at 10am still in costume. Many staf f rides were
organised and executed.  In January last year, WO2 Deno
Lightfoot organised a trip for personnel to London to visit PJHQ.
This was also around the time of gale for ce winds across the
country and the public transport, being what it is, closed down
and the group were stuck in London for the evening (what a
shame that was). Cpl Titch Evans and LCpl Si Wells chose to
take the lead and plan the evening’s entertainment, which mainly
consisted of drink.  This sparked yet another tr end for 224
personnel.   

Along with this there have been many chances for members to
take part in adventure training.  Cpl Warner had set up a
parachuting expedition to Germany for the Sqn 2 years running.
In addition to this the local high r opes centre has been used
often, which was met with a range of feelings as everyone looked
up to see the course swaying 60ft in the air . Another enjoyable
piece of adventure training was Ex DRAGON’S DESCENT led by
Cpl Matt McAulif fe in Cyprus. The dive was spilt into 2 weeks,
the first being mainly classroom based and shallow dives just of f



THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2009 13

the pier with the final week consisting of deeper and mor e
enjoyable dives, finishing with diving on the wr eck of Zenobia one
of the top diving sites in the world.

Even though the Sqn has only been active for a short time, I feel
it has been involved in many interesting tasks and I am sure
everyone who has been involved will miss it once it closes.
Everybody who served in 224 Sig Sqn can be pr oud of what it
achieved in such a short time.  224 looks forwar d to the
disbandment parade early in January and even more to the
function that follows it.  Rest in Peace 224 Sig Sqn.

226 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj BJ Fitch
SSM WO2(SSM) PD Hounsell

MEDALS PARADE IN ST DAVIDS - by Cpl Baker

After a long and warm deployment on Op HERRICK 8 all
members of 226 Sig Sqn had a safe return to the cooler climes of
South Wales.  Once all personnel were back within familiar
surroundings, all morale was soon stamped out by SSM Paul
Hounsel and one or two rain clouds, as the Sqn manoeuvr ed
around the parade square in preparation for the medals parade.
After several long laps of the square, the Sqn was ready to don
their finest desert combats in or der to march proudly and in step
through Britain’s smallest and Wales’ furthest west city , St
David’s.

The rain clouds parted and the sun beamed down on the
members of the public, family and service personnel alike.   As
soon as the married personnel had downed as many fr ee cups of
tea and coffee as they could get their hands on, it was time to
impress the crowds, wh6 were supporting us with cheers,
applause and the waving of Union, Welsh and even one or two
Cornish flags.  All continued to go well as we made our way as a

“Fine body of men” fr om the hospitable Grove Hotel toward the
City’s cathedral, halting at the Cross Square.  The Lord Mayor of
St David’s, Cllr David Chant , gave everyone a warm welcome
home and thanked us all for our hard work whilst serving on
active duty.  Once we had all been presented with our medals, we
gained approval from the crowds of Britain’ s smallest city with a
march past the Lord Mayor and council members. In r eward for
the excellent performance we had just given, Sqn members and
their families were provided with an enormous banquet of quails
eggs, wild boar and sandwiches in the Gr ove Hotel.  Chances
were even given to the OC, Maj Ben Fitch , Mrs Clair e Pritchar d
and one or two others to get their faces on the local ITV evening
news.   All too soon it was time to boar d the buses bound for
Brawdy before embarking on several weeks well earned PTOL.
A great day was had by all! Thank you St David’s and well done
lads. 

DECOMPRESSION IN CYPRUS - by Cpl ‘Asda’ Summerfield

Following a successful tour of Helmand, Afghanistan, 226 found
themselves in a very cold and windy Cyprus. This was great
acclimatisation for our r eturn to Brawdy but not good news for
Cpl Bibby , who was looking forwar d to tanning his body . On
arriving at Tunnel Beach we soon realised the weather was not as
we expected and the sea was a little bit on the choppy side. This
however did not stop a few of us fr om braving the stormy waters.
We soon realised that this probably wasn’ t the brightest of ideas
and despite our best ef forts, Sig Pike , Sig Rhodes and I ended
up being dragged to shor e by 3 very unamused lifeguards in a
rescue that could have topped anything fr om Baywatch.  The
Rest of the Sqn were obviously all very worried and managed to
catch the dramatic events on camera.  After our day on the
beach we moved to Blood Hound Camp for a BBQ and a few
beers which gave us a chance to get to know the lads fr om 3
Para who were also on decompression. Despite a few drunken
antics and a few minor disagr eements, a good night was had by
all. The next day a very hung-over 226 boarded the plane back
to the UK which conveniently landed at Car diff giving us a 2 hr
drive instead of the usual epic drive fr om Brize Norton.

237 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj WR Holbr ook
SSM WO2(SSM) M Fairclough

EXERCISE FOXES DUSK

Just to state fr om the very beginning that miracles r eally can
happen, 237 Sig Sqn spent a week on Castlemartin ranges in
November and it only rained once. The aim of the week was to
get the Sqn some range time with the A2 and impr ove the
percentage of the Sqn who have passed an APWT, as well as
giving everyone the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the
Browning 9mm pistol and GPMG, weapons that some of us had
only ever seen on the news and Ultimate Force.  With a few re-
shoots and some scoring that could possibly be described as
generous a good proportion of those pr esent managed to pass
their APWT.  Meanwhile others were receiving an introduction to
the pistol from the SSM and SSgt Hunter of the training wing –
something about the combination of a pistol, skinhead and
bomber jacket ensured everyone’s rapt attention.  It being only a
few days after a certain political body had its membership listed
on the internet, we all checked on Google the second we got
back – not guilty. The final day was spent completing a 2 mile
march and shoot which demonstrated how dif ferent shooting
while out of breath actually is. This was ably demonstrated by a
lowest score of 3 from 40, with the winners being 3 Sect under
the command of Cpl Stu Dodge . Then the most anticipated
shoot of the week began, the GPMG; plenty of r ounds each and
everyone claiming to have hit a couple of tar gets made for an
enjoyable afternoon – well until it came to cleaning the beasts!

EXERCISE FOXES EARTH

During the last 2 weeks of October, 237 Sig Sqn decamped to
Penally Camp for a Sqn ex. The first week was spent on camp

226 Squadron formed up before the Medals Parade in St David’s

Sig Lenton receives his medal from the Mayor of St David’s
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starting from the basics of both the CS Op and EW Op trades,
something that was especially useful for the numer ous new
arrivals in the Sqn.

As well as covering the basics on Bowman, Scarus and Delphin,
the YofS(EW) managed to scare and confuse the majority with a
basic comms principles lesson. The highlight of the week, apart
from a couple of highly entertaining PT lessons with Sgt
Thompson , was the Sqn BBQ on the Thursday night.
investigations continue into who ate all the sausages, leaving
some unfortunates to fill up on beer . At silly o’clock on Satur day
morning, we deployed onto Templeton airfield for the 4 day field
phase of the ex. These 4 days went well apart from some
technical dif ficulties that kept the techs well employed and some
dubious detachment siting that led to some minor bogging in of a
couple of vehicles. Come Wednesday morning it was time to
head back to Brawdy for the pleasur e of post-ex tur n around, a
nice restful trip for all, well except those involved in Lt Long’ s
good Samaritan mission featuring a BMW, a flat tyre and a sledge
hammer.  

ARMY WHITE WATER RACING CHAMPIONSHIPS
- by Sigs Bahr and Fawbert.

We arrived in Catterick ready to start our pr e-training before the
big competition. Our first practice session began in T ee’s Barrage
which is a man-made slalom river. This was a good opportunity
for everyone to practise some of the mor e basic kayaking skills
required for the tougher parts of the river that we wer e going to
be racing on.  It was also an opportunity to get a feel for the
water temperature and judging by the look on Sig Hodgson’ s
face after he capsized, it was pr etty cold.

After a day at Tee’s Barrage we then moved on to the river that
the race was going to be carried out on. It was a 2 mile course
containing Grade 3+ water and the aim of the race was to get
from the start to the finish in the quickest time possible. Sgt Gary
Craig led the way on the first couple of runs showing the team
the best ways to navigate the trickier and mor e challenging parts
of the course, namely the large set of rapids towar ds the end of
the run known as the Abby Falls. The river did take some getting
used to and every single member of the team capsized on the
first day.

Having become more confident with the river, we deviated from
the safer routes in order to cut time of f our runs. However this
proved harder than we thought it would be and r esulted in a lot
more capsizing and the breaking of Sig Arr on Jacobs’ s new
kayak paddle. 

When race day arrived, the team was a little nervous as the water
level of the river had changed thus changing the way it should be
paddled but we had a quick r ecce and everything came back on
track.  After this, the Novices set of f one at a time for the
individual (K1) race where only a few of the paddlers actually
managed a clean run with no capsizes. For this event our team
won gold, silver and br onze. 

After the Novice individuals, we carried on our string of success,
taking away medals in all the Novice and some of the Canoe
Pairs (C2) events. The day was drawing to a close and only the
master class team races were left to do. This was a tough race
and resulted in Sig Jimmy Bahr injuring himself on the Abby
Falls, when he capsized and fractured his face on an underwater
rock, which demonstrates just how danger ous kayaking can be.
However, despite this drawback, we still managed to win silver in
this event.  With all the races completed we r etired to the
barracks for a well deserved curry befor e calling it a day. All in all
14 Sig Regt finished in 2nd place overall taking home no fewer
than 16 team and individual medals and the Novice Shield, which
was presented to Sig Joe Fawbert.

237 FRIDAY ADVENTURE TRAINING - by Sig James Rivers

After a cross country walk we arrived at Trefgarn rock climbing
area.  While our instructors, Cpl Green and Cpl Jones set the
ropes up, we had a go at some bouldering in pairs at the bottom
of the rock face.  Even though we were bouldering only a couple
of feet off the ground, we all found it challenging getting to grips
with the slippery rocks. Once the main climbs wer e set up, we
had a couple of lessons on the basics of r ock climbing. This
covered the figure eight knot used to attach yourself to the r ope,
the best belaying method to use and how to communicate with
each other while climbing.

With the safety aspect out of the way we began the 2 climbs set
up for us. The first was a beginner’s climb which was r eally good
at helping us warm up.  It was easy enough to complete but still
had enough technical areas for it to be slightly challenging. The
second was a lot steeper and a lot mor e difficult than the fist, but
as the day went on it got easier with practice. After we finished
climbing in pairs, we took it in tur ns to race up the middle of the
2 climbs, to see who could get the fastest time to the top.  For
extra safety, we had 2 people belaying the climber at the same
time.  Following the racing, we had a go at something a bit
different a sensory deprivation climb which entailed climbing the
wall blindfolded.  All we had to go by was feeling with our hands
and feet and a bit of guidance fr om the belayer.

After the sensory deprivation climb, we packed up the main
climbs and had a recce around the area where we were shown
some of the harder bouldering routes. We wrapped up the day
with a trip to a local café for a warm cup of cof fee before heading
for home.

245 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj A Aitken
SSM WO2(SSM) P Jenkinson

245 PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING - by Lt E Kerr

For the last couple of months, and for a few mor e to come, pre-
deployment training has been pr oving to be a great insight into
what 245 are to expect when they deploy on OP HERRICK 10.
There have been various tasks and exs which are arming 245 Sqn
with the knowledge and skills needed for their up and coming
tour to Afghanistan in March.

COMMS TRAINING FOR 220 SQUADRON 21 SIGNAL
REGIMENT 

In October 08, people were selected to attend training with 21 Sig
Regt for a week to learn about some of the comms equipment
that will be used in Afghanistan.  This training included the PRC
117, SATCOM and long range HF.  The first group to leave
Brawdy were Cpl Aanes , LCpl Pritchar d, Sig Eyre and Sig
Mathews , these 4 were luckier than the second group as they
were allowed to break their journey at 21 Sig Regt prior to
continuing down to Cor nwall where the training was being
conducted wher eas the second group comprising of Cpl Riley ,
Cpl Byers , LCpl Bur nningham , and LCpl Downing , had to
complete the jour ney in a single stint from darkest depths of SW
Wales all the way to the training area in Cornwall. Sig Fawbert moving up the overall scoreboard during the K1 race
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The Regt made our stay with them extremely interesting.
Included in the training package wer e a day and a night in the
field, foreign weapons recognition, weapon handling tests on the
Sighauser, Browning pistol and LSW and maintaining HF comms
to places as far away as Morocco.  Sig Matthews took particular
delight in this as he stayed on shift for an extra 5 hours after his
had finished to complete heights and gains in an attempt to get
HF working again. After a week spent with 21 Sig Regt, both
groups left with a good eye for for eign weapons and a better
understanding of the comms systems used on ops in
Afghanistan.  Armed with this new found knowledge they
returned to Brawdy to pass on their knowledge to the r est of the
Sqn.

RANGE WEEK

The first day of the range week was spent grouping and zeroing
followed by an APWT.  A high pass rate was achieved with many
achieving marksman grade score; however a small minority spent
the entire day trying to group and zero and could still not get
rounds onto the target.  The night was spent doing a night shoot,
with once again many high scor es being achieved.  The rest of
the week was spent visiting a number of various stands, both day
and night, in a round robin style practising a number of dif ferent
and potentially life saving drills.  A particular favourite for
everybody was the vehicle anti-ambush drill, it was time to get
rounds down, deploy smoke and stuf f empty magazines into our
“Brecon pouches”. This week was highly enjoyable and pr ovided
much needed practice and experience for the Sqn at all levels.
The range staff were all excellent and much was learnt by
everybody who took part.

OPTAG

During this years pre-deployment training OPTAG was held for
the majority of the Sqn in Catterick – a 400 mile, 2 bacon double
cheese burgers, 3 coffees and 7 hr journey.  The 2 days spent in
Catterick were filled with power point briefs covering everything

from local culture to life saving drills such as Op BARMA and time
spent outside watching demonstrations of these drills.  The
OPTAG was highly informative and ensured that 245 Sqn were
armed again with the most up to date and life saving knowledge
by subject matter experts fr om around the UK. 

POWER BOAT COURSE - by 2Lt Chris Collier

I had spent less than a week at 14 Sig Regt before being
informed that I was lucky enough to be spending 2 days
undertaking the Level 2 Power Boating course. Run by the Regt’ s
Adventure Training wing, the course was mostly conducted along
the scenic River Cleddau in Pembrokeshire; the life of a Tp Comd
is indeed a hard one!

The first morning consisted of a few classr oom based lessons, in
which we were familiarised with such fascinating topics as tidal
patterns and cloud formations.  After being issued the necessary
kit, we headed for the Brunel Quay in Neyland, home to the unit’ s
two powerboats.  Following a particularly expensive lunch
alongside the marina, we were introduced to the rigid-hulled
inflatable boat (Rhib) that would be our ways and means for the
remainder of the course.  Although the 5.4m Rhib appear ed
rather rudimentary, it seemed surprisingly powerful for an
uninitiated user.  It wasn’t long before we were zooming along at
breakneck speed (around 20 knots), terrorising the other river
users!

The second day mostly focused on navigation and contr ol of the
boat inside the marina, particularly important because a lapse in
concentration could r esult in a collision with any one of the
numerous lavish yachts owned by the glitterati of Neyland.  W e
practised various manoeuvres around the quay, including 180
degree turns and “parking”.  The course concluded with us being
awarded the Level 2 National Power Boating Qualification, which
will enable us to take the Rhib out along with several passengers.
This qualification should hopefully pr ove useful for the Sqn in the
run up to the HERRICK 10 deployment.

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

CO Lt Col JM Hodges
RSM WO1(RSM) B Sheard

The Regt has spent much of the last 2 months
deployed on the biggest ex of the calendar: Ex
ARRCADE FUSION.  This saw the entire ARRC
Staff deploy for 2 weeks to a variety of locations
and the Regt had to support them by setting up,
providing comms and support for the duration of
the exercise and then clearing up afterwards;
making the ex a mammoth 4 weeks out of
barracks for some. It has not been all work and
no play though: events such as the Station
Bonfire Night gave us and our families a chance
to relax and enjoy ourselves.  MERCURY
GLACIER saw 39 people start the snow-sports
season, Boarding and Skiing in Austria, a trend
which will continue in the New Year as more of
the Regt gets away on WINTER WARRIOR.
“Another year over,” said Lt Col Hodges ,
addressing the Regt before it embarked on
Christmas leave, “and it has been a busy, but
successful one.”  16 Sig Regt looks forwar ds to
next year and to more tempo and success.

ELMPT STATION BONFIRE NIGHT 
- by Cpl Christine Faulder

On Wednesday 5 November, Hangar 2 had been
emptied and we began to get the ar ea ready for

the annual Elmpt Station Bonfire night.
Sgt Rob Anstee was head of the team
preparing for the evening.  The wood
collection had been ongoing for a
couple of weeks from all around camp
and the local married quarters and by
midday the bonfir e was looking
impressive.  The hangar was being
prepared and after many inspections
on Friday, at midday Sgt Anstee had a
smile on his face for the first time in
many a week, all of the hard work had
been done and we were ready for the
event. The evening of Friday 7
November had come and people
started to arrive.  They were welcomed
to the event with many Bonfir e Night
traditions, from Bouncy Castles and
carousel rides for the younger childr en
to illuminated toys which sold out
within the first hour.  A beer tent  for
the adults with hot food was pr ovided
courtesy of PAYD and also on sale was
Glüwein to keep out the cold and
prepare us for Christmas.  A colouring
competition for the childr en was well
supported and showed some up and
coming artists and finally Homestart
provided the traditional tombola stall.
Guy Fawkes was put on the bonfir eThe Elmpt Station Bonfire
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and the countdown began.  Once lit, it didn’ t take long before the
heat could be felt some 100m away and soon to follow wer e the
fireworks.  The firework display was done to music and was one
of the best displays I have seen in many years.  Once the
fireworks had finished, a big round of applause was given by all
those who attended and many stayed to enjoyed the r est of the
evening.  In all the night was great success.         

SGT IAN FINCHAM WINS THE ROYAL SIGNALS INSTITUTION
SILVER MEDAL

Sgt Ian Fincham , of 252 Sqn 16 Sig Regt has been awarded the
Silver Medal of the Royal Signals Institution (RSI).  He received
this honour for his work with the Pr omina network in Afghanistan.
The network, the largest of its kind ever to be used on ops, was
suffering some serious reliability problems.  Sgt Fincham
conducted a detailed and exhaustive survey of over 100 nodes,
developed the required solutions and led a team of specially-
deployed engineers to fix the network. The Medal was awar ded
at the RSI Annual Dinner in the elegant surroundings of the
London Institute of Dir ectors.  The chairman of the RSI presented
the medal to a delighted Sgt Fincham .  “I was only doing what
needed to be done.” said Sgt Fincham , “It’s great to be
recognised for your job.” The Institution does not awar d gold
medals.

PRESENTATION TO ORPHANAGE

On 1 December, soldiers from 16 Sig Regt visited the Schloss
Dilborn Orphanage in Bruggen to present an €800 cheque and
give the children some chocolates.  ‘Der Jugendhilfe’ looks after
250 children in Bruggen and Mönchengladbach, the ar ea local to

the barracks.  The kids range in age from 2 – 21.  Herr Guido
Roye, the sisters and children were very grateful for the donation
and the kids had a fun day playing with the soldiers.  The photo
shows LCpl Churton , LCpl Butters , Sig Albright , Sig Chinn and
Sig Smiles presenting chocolates and the cheque to the staf f and
some of the kids at the Orphanage.

EXERCISE ARRCADE FUSION

The majority of the Regt deployed on Ex ARRCADE FUSION.
230 Sqn sent dets out to far -flung cor ners of the Continent, and
255 Sqn, along with 252’s Kowloon Tp, ran the comms for the
huge HQ at EXCON.  The remainder of 255 Sqn were in JHQ
providing the hub of the network.

KOWLOON TROOP 252 SQUADRON – SENNELAGER –
CHRISTENING DEPLOYMENT - by Lt Emma Thomas

On 20 October 2008, a packet fr om the newly formed 252 Sig
Sqn rocketed out of the gates of Elmpt Station in gr eat
anticipation for the month long deployment on Ex ARRCADE
FUSION, the largest ARRC ex in the calendar.  Kowloon Tp
deployed, fit and raring to go on their christening ex at
Sennelager Training Centre, leaving Singapore and Javelin Tps
back at JHQ supporting the ex in their r espective locations.  

With Lt Thomas navigating and Cpl Br own driving the lead
vehicle and the excellent route card provided to them by the
Regt, there was no way the packet could get lost.  So everyone
arrived in good time at the right location and building of
Command Post (CP) 16 commenced almost straight away .  CP
16 was up and running on schedule, waiting for the arrival of the
Ops team and CO 16 to arrive and make their minor adjustments.
The minor adjustments took a few mor e days to complete befor e
the Ops team stopped LCpl Manning from watching anymor e
Sky TV in their newly erected CP.

Once CP 16 was set up, Kowloon Tp then had the pleasur e in
supporting EXCON for the ex alongside 255 Sig Sqn.  Cpl Gilbert
did a sterling job on the main gate, stopping any illegal entry of
laptops and phones by charming the ARRC Of ficers and
attempting to be fluent in Italian and Portuguese by Endex.  The
whole Tp worked extr emely hard during the ex and their ef forts
were appreciated by the staf f officers and commented on
throughout.  As the ex continued (and Cpl Gilbert’ s French
improved) days seemed to merge into one another but the str ong
shift patter n kept the guys on track as well as slightly
disorientated for the 4 weeks. As tear down approached, all
members of 255 and 252 Sig Sqns remained diligent and alert
until the end.  Once ‘Endex’ was called, everyone worked har d
together to return what was EXCON for Ex ARRCADE FUSION
back to its original state.  No less than 25 days after the initial
deployment and some blood, sweat but thankfully no tears
Kowloon Tp was back in Elmpt after a successful ex, having
proved themselves for the first but not the last time.

Sgt Fincham receives the Royal Signals Institute Silver Medal from
the Master of Signals

The presentation to the Schloss Dilborn Orphanage Regimental Ops team working in CP 16
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PHANTOM TROOP 230 SQUADRON – SARDINIA – THE
ITALIAN JOB  - by Lt Macdonald

On Monday 20 October, the Sardinia Point of Presence Tp was
lined up ready to embark on the long convoy south to Sar dinia.
For most of the Tp it was the first time they had deployed on an
ex that involved such a long convoy move and for a few it was
the first time they were deploying in support of a for eign HQ.  For
all these reasons it was guaranteed to be an experience that no-
one would easily forget. After a few last minute admin runs,
everyone mounted up and there was the reassuring roar of
engines starting and the soon to be familiar smell of diesel fumes.
As the 12 vehicle convoy rolled out onto the airfield, it was with
mixed feelings we joined the A52, this was the start of a very long
deployment that would undoubtedly test all those involved in
slightly dif ferent ways.

The 6-day drive down to Sardinia was beset with many
interesting situations; vehicles breaking down – remarkably only
3! – endIess tolls, a stopover at an Italian military camp which
turned out to be at the top of a mountain mor e commonly known
as La Thuile Ski Resort, hotels with car parks unsuitable for 12
vehicles, including two LETs, and to top it all a RTA 30km from
the final destination!  It was certainly an inter esting experience for
all and especiaIIy for our 2 Vehicle Mechanics, Sgt Hudson and
Cfn Etchells , who watched their workload build up as we got
nearer to our final destination. Once in location after a very long
final day, it was with exhaustion and r elief that we all collapsed
onto our camp cots in our inflatable (yes inflatable!) tents.  After a
well deserved lie-in, we were up and ready for our first experience
of an Italian muster parade.  This was to become a talking point
and experience in itself for the 4 weeks we wer e with the Italians
and it definitely tested Lt Macdonald’ s drill moves and
commands!  It was dubious to start with but she soon got the
hang of it!  

After our first muster parade, it was a flurry of activity which saw
the ‘UK Signals Platoon’ very quickly set up a well established
and laid out admin and comms ar ea with the equipment we had
deployed with.  Unfortunately despite our best ef forts at getting
everything set up correctly and as soon as possible, we wer e
hampered in some respects by the Italians’ very laid back attitude
of ‘tomorr ow, tomorrow’, which became a bit of a standing joke
as well as being incredibly frustrating.  After much waiting for
things to happen, amazingly a few hours befor e the ex was due
to start, there was a mad push from the Italians to get everything
finished and in place.  Thankfully the HQ perimeter fence was
finished and we began to deploy our services, much to the r elief
of the anxious Staff Officers and 1 Sig Bde personnel.

While we had deployed on an ARRCADE ex, the timeframes we
were working allowed the Tp to participate in several activities
outside the ex.  We were able to complete helicopter training
which consisted of how to guide a helicopter in, the seating
sequence and a flight over the training area.  We were also taken
out for a traditional Sardinian meal at a local restaurant which
was absolutely outstanding.  Six courses, copious amounts of
Sardinian wine, a hilarious game instigated by the It Div Sp Coy
Comd and many, many photos later, we all climbed back onto the
buses to be taken back to the training ar ea.  These were just 2 of
many activities the Italians had organised for us, all of which wer e
fantastic experiences and certainly made the ex far quirkier than
anyone would have guessed. Soon Endex was called and we
quickly went into closedown and tear down procedures.  Cpl Ball
happily waved goodbye to the DCS couriers, Cpl Wood closed
down his det a few hours after he had finally established a
commissioned link, Sig Br eese gratefully removed his radio
headset, and we all knew that it was days to push befor e we
were back on the road to Javelin Barracks. 

As much ex turnaround as possible was done in location inside
the Stonebridge and all the vehicles were loaded up, first worked,
lined up and drivers allocated.  We called in the recovery vehicle
for our MOWAG and said goodbye to the first packet of our
convoy on Monday 17 November. Tuesday dawned bright and
clear and after a few last minute bulb changes, we met our escort

and started the 4-day r eturn journey to Javelin Barracks.   The
return leg was considerably less eventful than the outbound leg
but we still had a few detours, an inter esting hold up at the Mont
Blanc Tunnel, where we were told we didn’ t meet the fuel
emission standards and that we should be paying to drive
through….hmmm, and a bizarre palaver of loading the MOWAG
onto a second recovery truck.  It was all in a day’s work!

As we rolled through Crash Gate 6 on Friday 20 November, it was
with elation, relief and a tremendous sense of achievement.  The
vehicles were parked up and secured, we had the briefest of
knock-of f parades and we all then left for a very well deserved
long weekend!

VAMPIRE TROOP 230 SQUADRON – STAUMUHLE – B OLD
AMBITION 08 - by Lt O’Toole

For Tornado Tp of 230 Sig Sqn, Ex ARRCADE FUSION this year
meant deploying as a Royal Signals Point of Presence to the
Danish Division, located at Staumuhle Camp on Sennelager
training area. Arriving in advance of the Danish, we quickly
established ourselves and then looked on in awe as over 100
Danish vehicles rolled into the camp.  Immediately prior to
deploying, the Danish Army had collected 20 brand new , vehicle
born, command centr es and this ex was to serve as this new
equipment’s first test. After a period of testing and adjustment by
the Danes, Tornado Tp set about pr oviding the CIS support
required and valuable lessons were learnt on all sides.  For the
British, it provided an opportunity , particularly for the Installation
Technicians, to operate in a new and challenging envir onment as
we became familiar with the new Danish facilities.  For the Danes,
they had the benefit of seeing what they could alter for the futur e,
in order to make their equipment mor e and more compatible with
other nations CIS. Not that it was all work and no play , as the
Danish were fantastic hosts who truly took us in as their own,
although they might have regretted this after they wer e cleaned
out by Cpl Howe in a friendly poker tour nament!  Overall, the ex
was an enjoyable and highly valuable experience.

VAMPIRE TROOP 230 SQUADRON – UEDEM – CAOC 2
- by LCpl Lambert

For Vampire Tp, Ex ARRCADE FUSION was supposed to take
place in Ramstein American Air Force Base, but instead we were
deployed to the Combined Air Operations Cell 2 (CAOC 2) near
Uedem; a little known operations centr e that could not boast the
bars, golf courses, hotels and fast food establishments that
would have been gratefully received at Ramstein. So under the
leadership of Lt Climpson , we deployed to the CAOC wher e 3
weeks in tents loomed; the mission to deploy pr oviding ICS
facilities to members of the ARRC GLE.  The team got started
straight away putting together what can only be described as the
biggest Meccano set ever seen or Reacher as it is known.  As we
attempted to set up, the Site Fir e Chief and entourage were quick

Sardinia PoP – Sgt Jones, Capt Lorusso, Lt Macdonald, SM
Machiavel, Sgt Shambrook, Lt Sabato, S M Opaze and Lt Volpa
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to pay a visit and quickly started snif fing around any piece of kit
that either used POL or could make a spark.  They supplied the
Lineys with equipment normally used to soak up spills fr om
leaking oil tankers and a fire extinguisher for every single gene,
kero heater and can of diesel that we had. After the first night we
awoke to discover Lt Climpson was wearing his full softy suit.
Apparently a summer sleeping bag isn’ t good enough for winter
in Germany.  Luckily for the OC our American liaison was kind
enough to provide a nice winter sleeping bag, which also saved
us from the sight of the ‘human sleeping bag’ each mor ning (not
calling you any sort of bag ther e Sir).  Once comms were in and
routine established, there wasn’t a huge amount to do, although a
bit of competition did flar e up for the ‘golden sleeping bag’.
There were a few people in the running for this one: Sig ‘Tolly’

Tolhurst , LCpl Danny Lannon and Sig Worgan  but the hands
down winner of this title was Sig Chris Beaumont . There did
prove to be an element of danger on this ex however: we had to
repel an enemy invader!  The enemy in question had been
spotted on numer ous occasions sporting various guises;
sometimes timid, sometimes aggr essive, always the size of a
small pony, with big razor sharp teeth and going by the name of
‘Roland Rat ’.  Once flushed out by LCpl Nick Lighthelm and a
trusty shovel, it did not tur n out to be quite such a snarling
monster as previous reports had suggested, in fact it tried to
scarper to the nearest trees scaring Sig Beaumont in the
process.  He looked more alive than he had for the whole ex as
he jumped about 10 ft in the air and squealed like a girl and the
foul creature was never to be seen again!

22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
STAFFORD

CO Lt Col N Fraser
RSM WO1(RSM) J Pritchar d

- by Lt Col N Fraser

The Regt continues to fare well in the promotion stakes (the Adjt
putting much time into corr ecting Tp and Sqn Comds’ spelling
mistakes on Annual Reports!).  The latest board was selection for
WO1 and congratulations go to WO2(RQMS) Al Combe (up in
Kabul), WO2(SSM) Ash Ingham (in Bastion) and newly arrived
Trg WO in Stafford WO2(SSM) Paul Walledge .  Also, for those
who remember him, WO2 Russ Heynes who was the first RQ
and is now SSM in 1 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt was also selected
for promotion.  Congratulations also go to Cpl Donaghy , who
has been selected to undertake training fr om April 09 to become
a Yeoman of Signals.  We wish him the very best of luck.

OP HERRICK

The last couple of months have been as busy as the first, with
several sites being re-cabled, a huge amount of impr ovements
made on the provision of power and a number of detachments
and equipments having to move.  In the last few weeks, despite
the best efforts of the struggling C130 Her cules and CH47
Chinook fleet, I have managed to get to Bastion, Lashkar Gah
and Shorabak, with a couple of over night stays, and even
managed to squeeze in a decent game of volleyball.  From visits
and reports, it is obvious everyone is working har d to deliver
comms and impr ove living conditions wher e we can and in the
gaps doing events and activities, ranging fr om the normal to the
slightly surreal and positive. Getting around theatre is extremely
difficult and getting out of theatr e just as hard.  Several people
have had R&R flights delayed in the last few weeks as the RAF
try to keep old air craft going with incr easing demands.  

We have had some high powered visits from the MoD to look at
funding, equipment issues and so on.  Planning is also well
underway for the arrival of 7 Sig Regt to take over fr om us and
our return journey, via “decompr ession” in Cyprus.  The plan is
we get back, have a long weekend at home and then r eturn to
work for a week. This will allow us to clear admin and pr epare for
the Stafford Parade and a Regimental Party before stand-down
from 1 March.  Taking into account Post Op Tour Leave and
Easter most should get 6 weeks or so – a well earned rest.
Before then we have much to do – to continue impr ovements and
finalise jobs and prepare a good handover. 

REMEMBRANCE PARADE

WO1(RSM) Jim Pritchar d was front and centre for Kandahar’s
Act of Remembrance on Sunday 9 November 08, heading a
contingent of many hundr eds.  He claims that he featured in ‘the
picture’ that was run on the fr ont page of a couple of national
newspapers, but none of us have seen the evidence – in fact, we

think that he is making it up because newspapers ar e hard to
come by out here.  He also reckons that the Americans landed a
couple of blokes on the moon a few years ago, so how can we
believe a word that he says!

REACHER IN AFGHANISTAN

The Lashkar Gah bound Reacher Satellite Det is seen here being
loaded onto a highly suspect Ukranian helicopter at Kandahar
Airfield.  This is the first of 9 dets to be deployed and will be
established in the first half of 2009.

Strangely, the det went missing for 3 days between departing
Kandahar and arriving in Lashkar Gah – presumably for the KGB,
ISI and anyone else with a vested interest, to fully ‘blueprint’ the
capability?

ICS TROOP – HQ ISAF 

ISAF LADIES’ FOOTBALL TEAM - by LCpl Fiona Wood

With a challenge from the local Kabul ladies football team to have
a friendly game with us ISAF girls, we gladly accepted.  With just
a few days to get a team together, it was a good job it was a
friendly, as we only managed to get 8 players with help fr om our
American, Macedonian, and Dutch colleagues and with
everybody at various standards!  With no training, we threw
ourselves into the spirit of the match going 1 – 0 up in the first
few minutes but by half time, we wer e 3 – 1 down!   A lot of the
team were feeling worse for wear and feeling our age and the
lack of substitutes against these ener getic 16 – 17 year olds.

He walked by carefully… as last time he had his hair chopped off!
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Further into the match, LCpl Emma Parker managed to pull one
back but with bruised shins (shin pads wer e not on the packing
list) and bruised pride, the match ended in a 6 – 2 defeat.
Although we were feeling slightly victimised by the Afghan r eferee
who awarded free kicks and penalties to their team, we took the
game in good spirit and ended with a gr oup photo with all of their
team. 

With a few more players but still minus practice, we wer e raring
to go with a re-match the following week.  I am very pleased to
say we had a cracking first half going 2 – 0 up and holding it at
that until the half time whistle  With morale high but ener gy low,
we unfortunately let 2 goals pass!  We fought valiantly but just
couldn’ t pull back that much needed winning goal.  Nevertheless
with steady progress, I’m confident next week will be a big win
for the ladies of HQ ISAF.

248 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

OUR BATTLEFIELD TOUR TO BOSWORTH BATTLEFIELD
- by Sig Hom

According to British history , the Battle of Bosworth Field is
considered a historically significant battlefield.  It is the battle that
is considered to have marked the end of the War of Roses which
was fought between the Lancastrians and the Yorkists. The battle
took place on the mor ning of 22 August 1485.  During the battle
King Richard was killed making Henry Tudor, the new King of
England to be crowned as King Henry VII.  It marked the end of
the Plantagenet Dynasty and the beginning of the Tudor Dynasty;
which most believe cr eated a prosperous and better England. The
visit was enjoyed by all.  We learned much about the Army during
the War of the Roses; their arms, logistics, formations and tactics.
We also got the opportunity to have a gr oup discussion and
analyze the battle.  Moreover we all got a good opportunity to
learn more about the history of Britain.  This was a key moment
which shaped the country we all live in today .

Jai 248 GSS!

OC’S CHALLENGE TROPHY - by LCpl Hom Bahadur Thapa

Everybody from 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn is now definitely aware the
new OC Sqn has arrived and means business.  In his first
directive, Maj Toby Courage started a new Inter-Tp Competition
aptly named, The OC’s Challenge. This takes place every month
and each challenge will be organised by the Tp Comds on a
rotation basis.  The idea behind the competition is to challenge
and test as many of the attributes which make up a pr ofessional
soldier.  These attributes include physical fitness, mental fortitude,
teamwork, initiative, of fensive spirit and the will to succeed. The
first OC’s Challenge was named Ex HOPTON BURDEN
TRIANGLE, run by Lima Tp OC, Capt Lok Saheb and took place
on 15 October.  Set within Beacon Barracks, MOD Staf ford, were
3 checkpoints in a triangular formation, each side appr oximately
1.5km long.  

Checkpoint (CP) 1 was a Gun Race; a 600m run carrying the
components of the simulated gun.  So for a few gruelling minutes
each Tp shuffled around carrying a log, a bunch of tyr es, ammo
boxes and just in case anyone had nothing to carry , a few extra
medicine balls for good measur e. Tps had to run between each
CP wearing webbing weighing 10kg and wearing helmets.  CP 2
was slightly easier and comprised a few simple hur dles making
up an obstacle course. CP 3 was a fireman’s lift relay over a
distance of 50m.  Each Tp had a certain amount of time to
complete as many lifts as they could manage. 

This was the only activity in which teams wer e given a score; the
other 2 were assessed by time. The three Tps, complemented
with SHQ members, fought fier cely throughout the day.  The
Gurkhas are naturally the most competitive people on the planet,
so rivalry could not have been any higher.  Each member put in
110% at all times and definitely achieved most, if not all of the
attributes that the competition was set to challenge.   W ell done
to Oscar Tp who were the overall winners and the receivers of the
highly sought after OC’s Challenge Trophy.  We all know that
November Tp is organising the next event and with Capt Wilson
at the helm, I think it will be one to r emember!

OPENING OF BFBS GURKHA RADIO TRANSMITTER 
- by LCpl Saroj

248 Gurkha Sig Sqn has been integral in the reformation of 22 Sig
Regt.  The review of the Gurkha Terms and Conditions of Service
has given many families the opportunity to make Staf ford their
new home.  It is very important for the Gurkhas and the families
in particular, to have a radio station set-up which will mirr or the
radio stations in Folkestone, Bramcote and all the other places
where Gurkhas serve. The BFBS Gurkha radio is the major media
form which allows the Gurkhas to keep in touch with what is
happening in Nepal and this year it is the 50th anniversary.  It is
also a great source of entertainment and an extremely important
creature comfort to have in a for eign country. When the Sqn
requested the installation of the Gurkha radio station in Staf ford,
it was met with all round support.  Staf fordshire Borough Council
was asked to help with the financial side, mainly to construct the
transmitter.  Without the assistance of the Chairman, Cllr Mr
Terry Dix , we certainly would not be listening to the harmonious
melodies which are now being broadcast over the air waves of
the borough.

On Tuesday 14 October 08, the BFBS Gurkha Radio was of ficially
opened.  All Staffordshire based Gurkha personnel, together with
a number of the Gurkha ladies assembled in the grassy area
behind the Guardroom which is where the transmitter is now
standing proud.  All officers of the Sqn were present including the
Gurkha Maj, Yam Kumar Gurung . A number of VIP guests who
made the trip included Mr Damian W atson , who is the BFBS
Programme Director and Mr Khem Gurung , who is the BFBS
General Manager.  Mr Khem Gurung also gave a short brief on
the services BFBS Gurkha Radio provides world wide and what
an amazing asset it is.  Also in attendance was the Chairman
Consort, Mrs Pat Dix , the Station Comd, Col Turner , Deputy
Mayor of the Staffordshire Borough Council, Cllr Bryan Cr oss
and the Deputy Mayor, Mrs Lilly Cr oss .  

The entire ceremony was broadcast live on the Gurkha radio
station so all the families were able to listen in their homes.  The
Gurkha ladies that were chosen to attend the event then had the
chance to speak to their husbands who ar e currently deployed on
Op HERRICK. This was a very touching moment and enormously
appreciated by the wives.  Out of those that spoke to their
husbands included Mrs Trishna , married to Capt Kedar Saheb
and Mrs Kamala , wife of Sgt Anil ; both are doing a cracking job
in theatre.   Following various interviews, all the VIPs including the
didi and bahinis (ladies) were able to relax in Fraggers whilst
eating some Gurkha curry.  The whole day was a huge success.
It also signifies a positive change in the Staf fordshire area; the
Gurkhas are here, and here to stay! 

Jai Queen’s Gurkha Signal

The Team:  LCpl Fi Wood, LCpl Emma Parker, LCpl Rachael
Baxter, Pte Kerry Farr (Posty), Kelly (Macedonian goal keeper),

Courtney (American Marine), Nicole (Dutch)
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DASHIAN FESTIVITIES 2008 - by Cpl Nabin

On Thursday 9 October 08 all members of the Gurkha family from
across the UK reunited at Gurkha HQ, 30 Sig Regt, Bramcote.  As
the last chance in 2008 for all Gurkhas to reunite, it was
thoroughly enjoyed by all. The cultural show was excellent and
the food was top notch; Brig Pope Saheb and all who attended
had an excellent time during the festivities. By the end of the
celebrations, 248 Sqn personnel had already started to look
forward to our very own Dashian party; an event we knew would
put all other Dashian parties to shame.  Despite the Sqn being
unbelievably busy with the very important ECI just ar ound the
corner, we were still able to hold one of the best ever Dashian
parties to date.  Being a Gurkha living in the UK, we all feel it is of
the utmost importance for us to uphold the cultur e and traditions
or Kaida of our people - Dashian being no dif ferent.

Prior to the event, the boys worked tir elessly during their down
time which made the whole night run without a single hick-up.
An immense amount of effort and time went into making this a
very special event.   The IC of the entirety was Lima Tp Comd,
Capt Lok Saheb who made all elements of the event gel
effortlessly; he showed some seasoned experience and good
leadership throughout. Very quickly the night of the Sqn Dashian
Party, 17 October, was upon us.  It was time for us all to start
relaxing; all the hectic preparations were behind us and it was
now time for us all with our families and guests to enjoy the night
– and enjoy the night we did! Marking the occasion with even
more gusto, Brig Ivan Hooper , Col Turner , Maj Edwar ds and
our very own Maj Yam ‘times two’ also attended.  A lot of ef fort
was put in by the British guests. All made the ef fort wearing their
Gurkha traditional dress.  The colourful sarees and the men
following suit in their daura surwals all added to the spice of the
night. 

For dinner we ate what can only be described as a mind blowing
Gurkha curry; by far one of the best curries pr oduced during any
Dashian so far.  How SSgt Hari managed to cook all that food for
so many people and for its quality to be at such a high standar d
is simply amazing!  All then settled into Fraggers to watch the
cultural show which most of the boys including their wives had
been practising day and night.  Everybody would agr ee that we
are very appreciative of all the hours the performers put in and all
their hard work.  They made the evening one that will stand out
for all those that were there for many years to come.  A big thank
you must also go out to SSgt Hari and his 2IC Milan Rai who
organised the dancing programme.  After a few hours after the
Whisky pani (water) started flowing the Khushi Ko Naach (happy
Dance) started.  I always thought Officers were supposed to have
good co-or dination and be overall very athletic; I have been
proved wrong!!  They proved to be excellent entertainment and
the best thing about it was that watching them dance was
absolutely free!  

Jai QG Signals!!

222 SIGNAL SQUADRON - by LCpl Masson

222 Sqn has taken on the role of the up-keep of the dets in the
Sqn while the majority of 222 are deployed.   This entails back
loading vehicles and getting r eady for the arrival of Falcon,
Ptarmigan’s replacement.  In the week of 19 – 26 November 08,
MATTs training took place on camp for all those people needing
to catch up with their training.  The navigation part of the training
was funny, one of the lads managed to get lost on camp.  Fr om
this day forth, he shall be known as Sig “Sparkin” Larkin.

There was a Regt sports day that had 10 – 12 man mixed teams,
doing all sorts of activities, which included football, basketball,
volleyball and superstars and at the evening function, ther e was
Wii bowling.  On Tuesday 2 December, there was a Tri-Sqn
Christmas function at the families club.  Food and drink, music
and some Christmas games complete with V aseline were laid on.
On 3 December, the Sqn went to a carvery in Staf ford for their
Christmas dinner.  It was a good tur n-out and the meal was
excellent.  One person couldn’ t wait to start eating and ended up

dropping his plate!  His food went everywher e….unlucky LCpl
‘Rooney’ Grif fiths . Welcome back to LCpl Br own and Cpl
Thwaite both returning from maternity leave.  Farewell to Cpl
Lofthouse posted to Cyprus…lucky sod, Cpl Cox posted on
promotion and LCpl Hall going back to 1 UK Civ Div.  Another
big welcome, to the new faces, Sigs Collier , Navivalu and Liegh .

REGIMENTAL SPORTS DAY - by Sig Gibbs

After a constant bombar dment of IMI’s, 1st Lines and ECI prep, I
decided enough was enough and masterminded an escape, ‘A
Sqn Sports Day’.  At an early stage it was passed up the chain
and the decision came back to tur n it into a Regimental Sports
Day; I had to open my mouth. With this daunting task, I tur ned to
the paperwork guru Lt Elliot Moor e. After a few weeks we
decided the day would consist of football, volleyball, basketball,
military skills and a gym led, Superstars competition. With the
help of my trusty Event ICs, we decided the event would be held
on 27 November 08.

On a frosty Thursday morning, the day kicked of f with the entire
Regt meeting outside the secure garages to be put into their
teams. We split the teams into 2 gr oups with Group A taking part
in the sports round-robin in the morning followed by military skills
and Superstars in the afternoon and Group B doing vice versa. I
followed Group A to the basketball competition wher e surprisingly
the 217 Sig Sqn teams dominated with SSgt ‘Air’ Love re-
enforcing his superstar status.  Next was the volleyball wher e 248
Sig Sqn came out on top, with SSgt Mann putting his shouting to
good use. The final competition was football, wher e Sig Langley
showed his football pr owess, until a crunching tackle left Sig
Wakenshaw crippled at the side of the pitch.  A handbag battle
ensued for the rest of the match. Befor e the final whistle we saw
Sig Langley leave with a much deserved red card…unlucky.

After dinner, I made my way down to Gym 2 to watch the fear ed
Gladiator Competition known as Superstars. After watching a
Support Sqn team race thr ough the dif ferent stages, I was
shocked to see the dominance of 248 Sig Sqn OC, Maj Courage
leading the Regt by a full minute. Next was the much debated
military skills which had stands including first aid, LAD and a
command task.  A special mention should go to Sgt Pr een for his
lifelike injuries and Oscar winning performance.  After a much
needed break the Regt met in Fraggers Hub for the pub quiz,
‘bop It’ competition and Wii bowling.  The overall winners came
from 217 Sig Sqn and were led by Cpl Judbir .  It has now been
turned into an annual sports day, to be held in the warmer climate
of summer as well as winter. None of this would have been
achieved if not for the help of my event ICs and of course Lt
Moor e.

217 SIGNAL SQUADRON – EXERCISE SKATE OFF
- by Sig Langley  

The morning began with all of us soaking wet befor e we had even
got on the ice, due to a torr ential downpour.  Both minibuses
arrived at Telford ice rink surprisingly early, giving everybody the
opportunity to have a full English br eakfast before we all began
mastering the essential ice skating skills!  Once everyone involved
had the learner skates issued, there was no looking back. First
onto the ice was Sig Morrison showing technical skill, elegance
and grace.  Shortly afterwards he was followed by a loud thud
then a crack in the ice as Sig Croker entered the rink in a style
that can only be described as a drunken penguin.  217 Sig Sqn
gradually began skating anti-clockwise ar ound the rink.  SSgt
Brotherston and Sgt Gyanendra used unorthodox techniques
while Cpl Shagar put all the other Gurkhas to shame by actually
managing to stay vertical.  All the novices wer e then given much
needed tuition from professional teachers for half an hour
allowing us to learn the important things….. like stopping!

After numerous falls and bruises we had ‘sort of ’ mastered the
basics skills needed to look cool in fr ont of the very athletic figur e
skaters who bravely shared the ice with us. Two hours later,
battered and bruised, everybody was accounted for and no
fatalities meant it was time for lunch. Most made their way to the



THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2009 21

local ten-pin bowling ally; some had clearly never bowled befor e,
Sig Willar d and Sig Gibbs to mention a few.  However a star
emerged and not only did his head r esemble a bowling ball but
he scored an amazing 231 points!  LCpl Hawkings aka ‘Pinz’
stole the show while Lt Moor e and 2Lt Mackness battled it out

toe to toe, pr obably with a wager going.  Cpl Thorpe and Cpl
Stray showed dominance on their lanes respectively. After a few
cheeky games and some refreshing beverages we returned to
Stafford to rest our sore feet and aching shoulders from a very
physically demanding and enjoyable exercise.

31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT 
(VOLUNTEERS)

LONDON
CO Lt Col Simon W alker TD
RSM WO1(RSM) Mick Concepcion 

REGIMENTAL ROLE IN THE NEW LONDIST TA & ARMY
BOXING CLUB

On the evening of Thursday 13 November, the London District TA
& Army Boxing Club staged their 2008 home show at the Gr ove
Park TA Centre in front of a capacity audience. Tough opposition
was provided by local clubs against the UK’ s first and only TA
amateur boxing club, which has gone fr om strength to strength
since its formation just over a year ago.  This is thanks to the
efforts of the committee chairman, Capt Andy Haines of 31 Sig
Regt and managed in no small part by the club’ s treasurer, Capt
Gary Jennion our RAO. The boxing club’s fund raising efforts to
date, as a result of various charity boxing events last season, had
managed to accumulate enough funds to be able to make a
presentation to ‘Help for Her oes’ for the sum of a staggering
£33,348.65. The Signals were facing a Fitzroy Lodge ABC
contender, A Mickalides , who managed a narrow victory against
Sig J Wilder in his first ever bout of amateur boxing, which was
closely monitored by his trainers, Capt Andy Haines (the
chairman likes to get his hand in) along with Capt Tom Roach .
The evening’s boxing was brought to a conclusion when Gnr
Harry Finch embarked on 3 rounds of toe to toe action against
W Williams from Fitzroy Lodge ABC which br ought the crowd to
their feet in appreciation.  Afterwards at a photo shoot in the club
gymnasium, Maj Gen William Cubitt CBE presented Meritorious
Service Awards to the clubs 3 founder members, Capts Andy
Haines , Tom Roach and Robbie Wilmont , watched over by Lt
Col Simon W alker , the CO of 31 Sig Regt.

However, the final word must go to the boxers themselves who
have trained relentlessly with their trainers in their own fr ee time
in order to prepare and compete in this highly demanding and
courageous sport. Well done Andy and Gary!

LONDIST TA CUP FINAL SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2008
31 SIGNAL REGIMENT (V) VERSUS 71 SIGNAL REGIMENT (V)

On a freezing cold and very damp Sunday mor ning the LONDIST
TA Cup Final was played between two Royal Signals units at
Woolwich Barracks. With a 1030hrs KO, it meant an early start
for all 31 Sig Regt personnel based over the other side of
London. Other players travelling down fr om Banbury came down
the night before and stayed overnight in the Southfields TAC.

WO1(RSM) Mick Concepcion picked the team and gave the
team talk. ‘Take no prisoners’ was his theme. We could hear
that 71 Sig Regt were playing music loudly in their changing r oom
– I’m sure we heard ‘Agadoo’ as the tune to get hype themselves
up! 

At the Kick Off, it became apparent that both teams wer e up for a
tough and hard game. Tackles flew in from all directions. 31 Sig
Regt goalkeeper, Maj Pete Grif fiths made some tremendous
saves but the 71 Sig Regt pressure eventually paid off with a
great strike, taking them into the half-time br eak 1 – 0 up. We
had much of the possession in the 2nd half but could not tur n
that advantage into goals. A quick break from 71 Sig Regt
produced an unstoppable shot, taking them into a 2 – 0 lead.
The competitive spirit of the game boiled over at one point with
Cpl Neil Williams and a 71 player having their names taken by

the referee.

We pushed for a reply and
eventually got our chance
near the end when we were
awarded a penalty. LCpl
Nick Pear e placed the ball
but didn’ t strike it well and
the goalkeeper made an
easy save. Late on in the
game, the 2(NC) Sig Bde
Comd, Brig Hargr eaves
(who was there to present
the trophy) walked around
the pitch to have a chat
during the game with Maj
Grif fiths in the 31 Sig Regt
goal, only to be clouted on
the head by the ball from a
71 shot. Brig Hargr eaves
was reported to have then
mumbled something under
his breath about the
offending individual being
demoted from WO2 to
SSgt!

A special mention must go
to WO2(RAWO) Alex Wilkie
who at the age of 52 came
on as a sub late on to
replace the also ageing

Maj Gen Cubitt CBE with the Club founder members after the pr esentations
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WO2(YofS) Daz Bailey . Full time arrived with 71 Sig Regt
coming out on top as victors, 2 – 0. The trophy and medals
were awarded by the Bde Comd. Special thanks must go to the
PSAO, Capt Dave Thomas and WO2(RQMS) Baz Roberts for
their vocal support during the game, when any sane person
would have been still tucked up in bed. Best wishes go to 71 Sig
Regt in the National TA cup competition.

56 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Dutch Holland
SSM WOII Steve Hall

It has been another busy period in Sqn life.  We welcome several
new members to the Sqn as recruiting still continues at a high
rate. Even better is seeing these new recruits also passing out
from their CMSR’s and trade courses as quickly. Well done to
Sigs Debbie Dowling , Barry Heanes , Ed Boys , Craig Tongue
and Cathleen Canavan who are now fully traded Royal Signals
soldiers. Congratulations also to Cpl Richar d Stanfor d and LCpl
Justin Goodchild who have completed their class 2 radio
operator trade training.  Finally Lt Peter Mapledoram has
successfully completed his JOTAC officer training. Sgt Eric
Gardyne was recently awarded his Lord Lieutenant of East

Sussex Meritorious Service award, so well done to them both. 
In November we finally formally dined out WO2 Martin Cooper
after 24 years of TA service. He leaves to emigrate to New
Zealand so we wish him and his family all the best for their new
life down under. SSgt Del Richar ds, former PSI Tech, also came
back for his dining out with his wife Sig Sarah Richar ds and they
seem to be enjoying their new posting with 21 Sig Regt. The Sqn
paraded in both Brighton and Eastbour ne for Remembrance
Sunday. Over 50 soldiers were on parade and many attended the
evening Festival of Remembrance on the Sunday evening at the
local theatre. This is the biggest Festival of Remembrance outside
of London and over 25 Regimental standards are paraded. We
look forward to helping at several local events to help our local
community and “keeping the army in the public eye.”  W e will be
helping marshal a charity “Santa Fun Run” along Eastbour ne
seafront and also at the Hastings Half Marathon in December . We
also have a Charity Santa’s grotto for local disabled childr en and
the rotary club helpers. The OC, Maj Dutch Holland also thinks
we need some more spiritual guidance so we are booked in for a
church parade at our local chur ch around the cor ner from the TA
centre on the Sqn Christmas party weekend. In the early New
Year we look forward to the Regimental Infantry ex at Longmoor
training area with a bit of FIBUA and OBUA a good way to get
back to work after the Christmas festivities!

32nd SIGNAL REGIMENT 
GLASGOW

CO Lt Col HA Jenkins
RSM WO1 BS Thor nton

ANNUAL CAMP 2008 - NESSCLIFF

32 Sig Regt are the lead unit deployed on Op TOSCA, therefore
personnel who were not involved in the deployment served as
admin support to the pr e-deployment training.  We were used to
conduct ranges, pr ovide staff to role play as rioters (Civpop) for
the day and were involved in some sticky scenarios involving Riot
Control Management.

We also took part in a Sangar Building competition while the
deploying troops took part in diplomatic training (which may be
required during the tour), attended briefings fr om RMP, CGS
briefing team and many others pertinent to their r ole. All in all it
was a very busy time for those personnel soon to be leaving for
Cyprus.  We also managed to take part in adventur e training for
one week, which involved Mountaineering/Hill W alking in the
Snowdonia area, White Water Rafting in the Welsh region of Bets-
Y-Coed (which proved to be exceedingly popular and thor oughly
enjoyable).  Command task and leadership challenges involving
the climbing wall wer e also organized.  Various military training
occurred throughout. A Regimental all ranks dinner was
organised (paid for by the relevant Sqn funds) at the local “Three

Pigeons”.  Suffice to say the manager can now close down for
the winter with the bar pr ofits…… An unusual but enjoyable camp
was had by all.

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON 

OC Maj T McV ey
SSM WO2 K Swan

We welcome and congratulate the following to the Sqn on
completing SUMMER CHALLENGE2008: Sig Noon , Sig Bonini ,
Sig McVey and Sig Bailey . We also welcome back from a 6
month tour of Afghanistan OC HQ, Maj McVey and LCpl
Gorman . We congratulate Cpl Brian Hendry for achieving 1st
place on his SMC course.  We wish to pass on our good wishes
to our ex-QM(V) Capt Keith Anderson for his impending
marriage to Aileen on October 10 2008.  A Get-Well-Soon
message is also posted for WO2 John W ren, get back to work
soon.

CANAL CHALLENGE

Canal Challenge is a cycle route from HQ Sqn TAC in Glasgow to
61 Sqn in Edinburgh following the Forth-Clyde Canal and then

The big one is yours!

Just call me Maj ‘Indiana’ Robertson
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onto the Union Canal and is supposedly flat and easy
going…according the Warning Order, taking some 6 – 7 hours to
complete. Ten brave wannabee cyclists took up the challenge on
Wednesday 9 July 08 in aid of the Regimental Charity - Erskine
Hospital. Our PSI, SSgt George Sutherland, completed the r oute
quickest followed by Sgt Andy Widdup (52 Sqn) then Maj Stuart
Robertson . SSgt Pete Lawler and LCpl ‘Heid’ McDonald
swore never to take part again. The female members of the team
decided to take a slower pace due to the many saddle sor es, Sig
Templeton , SSgt Heidi Peebles , WO2 Sproul , WO2 Swan and
SSgt Smith completed the course just in time, as the emer gency
services were being called out. The admin team for the day wer e
Sgt Tony Cryans , and Cpl Christine McCormack .

HADRIAN’S WALL

The weekend of 21/22 June was carried out in the Carlisle
District.  Staying at the pr estigious Carlisle Castle, the weekend
was one to remember. The weather was wet but with the setting
of the castle and the historical backgr ound the ex was pleasant.
The Sqn was split into 2 groups, the Saints and the Sinners.
Certain challenges were placed along the wall structur e and an
illegal competition began. Cpl O’Donnel completed the
questionnaire and declared her group the winners …she’s still
waiting on the prize.  Sig Stewart’ s best part of the weekend was
the Master Chef, WO2 John W ren’s, home made soup.  

TA 100

On 1 April 2008, TA units everywhere started celebrating the
100th Anniversary of its formation.  The Regt celebrated the

occasion with a Regimental Reunion at Jardine Street TAC on 19
July 2008.  The day was started with daytime activities for which
the weather was unusually kind and allowed us to set up outside.
There were displays from the British Legion Standard Bearers, a
REME exhibit complete with homemade Anderson Shelter (thanks
to SSgt Pete Lawler ). Our cooks, WO2 Wren, Cpl Debbie
Carruthers and LCpl Henry Roger , demonstrated food and
equipment used throughout the century, while providing home
made soup with br ead and stovies. The Glasgow Branch of the
Royal Signals Association had a recruiting stand and John Paul II
Primary school kindly donated us their pr oject on Anderson
Shelters to put on display. 52 Sqn presented accomplishments
and actions the Territorial Soldiers contributed during WW2.  61
Sqn displayed their “state of the art” comms equipment for all old
and bold ex-members “to question and inspect”.  Our Of ficers
Mess (which is a historical room in itself) displayed photographs,
pictures, silver and various memorabilia dating back as far as the
late 1800s!  This was the busiest and most popular ar ea and
reminiscing was top of the agenda. Our thanks go to Capt Isabel
Aitchison , Capt Chris Mermigan , and Maj Cammy Payn for
setting it up.  A tribute band played thr oughout, giving the day a
festival feeling. 

Over 120 visitors took part in the day and the evening ended with
a Disco and Chicken and Chips.  Many thanks to Capt Helen
Jephcote , WO2 Karen Swan’ s TA100 Team, SSgt Heidi
Peebles , SSgt Pete Lawler , Sgt Jackie Sliman and a special
mention to the honorary members, Mr Bill T aylor , Mrs Betty
Taylor and Mr Jackie Dollan for making it happen and keeping it
real. All proceeds from the day were presented to Erskine
Hospital.

34th (NOR THERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
MIDDLESBOROUGH

CO Lt Col MJ Finch
RSM WO1(RSM) M Tench

HQ SQUADRON

OC Maj Jennings
SSM WO2 Heather Taylor

ROAD SAFETY EVENING

The Master Driver of 15(NE) Bde, WO2 Mick Bodycomb had a
cunning plan; instead of units within the local ar ea each hosting a
Road Safety presentation, with the possibility of a small
attendance at each venue, why not nominate one specific unit to
host a Road Safety presentation and invite units within the locality
attend? So 34 Sig Regt were nominated to hold a Road Safety
presentation on Tuesday 11 November 08.  WO2 Colin Dobson ,
the MTWO of 34 Sig Regt began to contact various Road Safety
professionals within the local council of fices and other Road
Safety groups. The Emergency Services were approached
requesting assistance and Cleveland Fire Brigade and the North
East Ambulance Service (NEAS) obliged.   Crew Manager of
Green Watch, Gordon Goodison , a Road Traffic Collision (RTC)
Liaison Officer from Cleveland Fire Brigade presented a hard
hitting presentation ‘Learn and Live’ which had the necessary
impact and certainly focused the individuals’ attention.  Mr
George Roberts , a paramedic serving with the NEAS attended
the evening with an emergency vehicle and demonstrated some
of the equipment and pr ocedures used during a RTC.   A member
of the audience surprised George by declaring that he had been
the medic who tr eated him when he was involved in a motor cycle
incident on the A171 between Middlesbr ough and Helmsley; a
notorious road well used by Cleveland’s motorcycling fraternity
and nicknamed the ‘The Cleveland TT’. Sgt Nick W alker , PCs
Steve Darby and Robin Turner of Cleveland Constabulary were
also in attendance.  Nick W alker brought along a liveried BMW

motorcycle while Steve Darby rode a Honda Blackbird in a plain
wrapper (civilianised).   Robin Turner attended the evening with
the Traffic Accident vehicle but unfortunately for one r oad user
that evening, had to leave the presentation.  Mrs L ynn Hepworth
a Road Safety Officer for Middlesbr ough Council had various
items on show.   Wearing beer goggles whilst attempting simple
dexterity tests pr oves how too much alcohol can af fect your
coordination.  Other Associations and gr oups were represented:
Redcar & Cleveland Council, Teesside Advanced Motorists, the
Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA), Advanced
Drivers and Riders (RoADAR) and Cleveland Advanced
Motorcyclists.   The Master Driver’s plan had worked; the evening
was well attended with elements fr om 102 Bn REME, 201 Fd
Hosp, 5 MI and 104 Pioneer Sqn along with personnel fr om 34
Sig Regt.

49 (WEST RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Jenny Bowes
A/SSM SSgt Frank Mason

EXERCISE YULETIDE

The Regt’s Christmas weekend was held at Queen Elizabeth
Barracks, Strensall this year.  One of the main points of the
weekend was to dine out our outgoing Hon Col, Brig Nigel
Wood . The day’s activities ran smoothly, with a variety of
challenging activities being conducted fr om practising fine motor
skills and gross motor skills to perfecting team work.  Sgt Gary
Openshaw ran his now annual clay pigeon shooting range, with
some surprising results.  The SVWO, WO1 Barry Hunter , proved
to be a natural at only his second attempt.  Other members of the
Regt, who shall remain nameless, were not so gifted! The theme
for the evening do was ‘Romans and Barbarians’ and the diverse
nature of people’s costumes was astonishing.  Brig Nigel came
as a centurion but we had a roman blind – Sgt Walton , roman
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roads – LCpl Land and Barbarian rugby players including SSgt
Gaz Shilton , and a very striking Barbarian/Viking in the shape of
the Adjt, Capt Ian Flannery – to name but a few.  Brig Nigel was
wheeled into the party in his own chariot, escorted by 4 nubile
young women, Sigs Duf fy, Sadler , LCpl Smith and Cpl
Wilkinson , which by the look on his face he gr eatly enjoyed!

We would like to wish beIated Christmas Gr eetings to Lt Kat
Mee, WO2 Mark Alexander , LCpl Mark Clarkson and LCpl
Varley out on Op TOSCA, just to let them know we haven’ t
forgotten them.  We wish SSgt Eve Eden all the best as he has
left us to join the TART team, though he hasn’t left us completely ,
as his office is now in Sqn HQ!

50 (NORTHUMBRIAN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

A/OC Capt Dave Carr
A/SSM WO2 Carol-Anne Phillips

REGIMENTAL MILITARY CADRE

The 2nd Military Cadre of the training year was held on the cold
and blustery Feldom ranges area of Catterick Training Area.  Late
on the Friday night, candidates arrived at Cor dilleras Farm to be
met by Sgt Neil Cansfield and given a corner of the farmhouse
to make ‘home’.  Early on Saturday morning, the troops were
treated to a 3 mile boot run to waken the souls and get them in
the mood for the weekend.  The OC then settled them down for
some 7 questions and orders tuition.  After a recce and a night
attack to put these into practice, Sigs Ronnie Ella , Will Walton
and Adam Fr eer all gained honours and awards in a surprisingly

light night attack, thanks to the persistent illum fir ed by SSgt
Colin Ridley .  The noble enemy, headed up by Sgt Si Mulvaney
and Cpl Keith Elsdon , met their inevitable end as the polished 3
pronged attack swept their positions.  Sunday mor ning saw some
excellent command tasks, headed up by WO2 Mick Dawson
assisted by Sgt Mulvaney and Sgt Steve Armstr ong to name
but a few.  No military weekend is complete without a 5 mile boot
run, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

MOBILE FORCE RESERVE COMPANY

OC Maj Simon Smith
CSM WO2 Ian Evans

OP TOSCA

For the first time, a composite TA Regt has been mobilised to
serve on Op TOSCA in Cyprus in support of the United Nations
Peacekeeping Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP).  This has been a
major task to pull together and while the lead unit is 32 Sig Regt,
15(NE) Bde have provided most of the manpower for the Mobile
Force Reserve (MFR).  Having selected Maj Simon Smith as the
OC, 15 Bde handed the training and selection of the MFR over to
34 Sig Regt, where it became the Main Effort until mobilisation at
the end of August.  This involved training 67 personnel fr om the
Bde area, 23 of whom are part of 34 Sig Regt including the OC,
Pl Comd, Lt Kat Mee and CSM, WO2 Ian Evans . The MFR is an
independent multinational mech inf coy and is on a constant 2
hours notice to react to any public or der occurrence and move
anywhere within the Buffer Zone in addition to pr oviding 24/7
security to the UN Protected Area in Nicosia. We arrived in
theatre in the first week of October and hit the gr ound running!  

Alongside compulsory training to enable us to pass the For ce
Commander’s Inspection in November, we had to  provide the
security for the visits of Desmond T utu , Jimmy Carter and
Lakhdar Brahimi and the meetings of the two leaders which
moved from being a monthly occurr ence to happening at least
once a week. Our main effort in our first few weeks was to fully
integrate the company.  Made up of 50% British and 50%
Slovakian, Hungarian and Argentineans, this often proved hard
work with the obvious language barriers.  This has been hugely
successful with many ‘cultural’ events such as Ar gentinean BBQs
and Hungarian goulash nights helping the bonding pr ocess.  The
MFR is probably the only company in any operational/UN theatr e
in the world where multinationals work together at pl level.
Alongside our main roles of providing security to the UNFICYP

Christmas Greetings

The MFR in Nicosia
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HQ and mobile reserve capability, the MFR provides lifeguards for
the UN swimming pool with LCpl Mark Clarkson very
successfully leading the team and Sig Leanne Wilkinson working
alongside.  The pool is now closed for the winter but will open
again for the ‘boxing day dip’!  The MFR also pr ovides Honour
Guards for the many dignitaries that visit HQ UNFICYP with WO2
Evans coordinating.  Sig Dan Fosker started a boxing club with
Hungarian ex-pro boxer Zabo and with just 4 weeks of har d
training, the 2 fighters took to the stage with LCpl Mark T urnbull
as ref and showed the rest of the coy what they can do.  The
fight ended in a very fair draw!

Well done to LCpl Neil V arley who completed his first 10km race
in Amathunta, achieving overall 4th place!  The UNFICYP Military
Skills Competition took place in November with Sig Anna A yre
being the MFR’s female representative on the 6-strong team.
They trained very hard in various military skills including for eign
weapon stripping and assembling, vehicle r ecognition, obstacle
course, endurance run, navigation, command tasks and shooting.
They achieved a very well deserved 5th place out of the 10 teams
that entered from across the whole mission.  The Coy is now
looking forward to spending Christmas in Cyprus with a
traditional Christmas Dinner and a multinational twist!

90 (NORTH RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON

A/OC Capt Brad Hogg
A/SSM SSgt D Ross

Since October, both of the Sqn’ s two Tps have been undertaking
steady training programmes which have complemented the
young cohort of soldiers that the Regt is continually r ecruiting.
Remembrance was of course a key activity in this period wher e
the Sqn saw various members taking part in commemorations
across the country.  Whilst the OC was lucky enough to take part
in the parade at York Minster, 2Lt Rory Shanks enjoyed a trip
with Maj (Retd) Gor don Bonner to the National War Arboretum
in Staffordshire for the Corps Remembrance.  For those not
familiar with this location, this beautiful woodland set not far fr om
22 Sig Regt is home to the Armed Forces Memorial, a truly
moving construction which featur es the name of every service
person that has died on duty since 1945.  Of most inter est is that
the structure is designed in such a way that at the
commemoration of Armistice, sunlight is dir ected onto a central
wreath located within the monument.Meanwhile, several hundr ed
miles North, 2Lt Khush Cooper with the help of acting SSM,
SSgt Dave Ross took the helm of the usual Sqn parade in
Hartlepool, where our soldiers marched through town with
appropriate pride.  2IC, Capt Ross Anderson laid the wreath on
behalf of the Sqn and WO1(SVWO) Barry Hunter had the task of
planning and leading the whole ceremony and parade for all
military and civic units in the town.Mainly for the younger
members of the Sqn, some leadership development was in-
fashion for one frosty November weekend where many of our
Sigs were subject to their first dose of 7 questions and or ders,
followed by a number of classic command tasks.  Of particular
note were Sig ‘Rikka’ Grey who managed to deliver a briefing
without any expletives (a true achievement), Sig Ben Collier who
demonstrated his flex with some incr edible movements, and Sgt
Graham Belt , initially struggling to get his team and bur dens over
the electrified/lava/piranha-ridden river but finally getting ther e
with seconds to go.The training period ended with the traditional
Christmas weekend where the Sqn was well represented during
the tasks in the day but aIso in the Christmas meal in the
evening, where SSgt(FofS) Dave Walker and Sgt Dave Graham
led the way with some matching Barbarian costumes that wer e
rather fetching to say the least.  We were also pleased to once
again see WO2 Mark Y uill , who is currently detached to the RTC
in Strensell.Overall this year has indeed been busy for the Sqn
and we are looking forward to 2009 in anticipation of the
challenges ahead.

The Referee declares a draw!

CO Lt Col MG Hanson
RSM WO1(RSM) Balmforth

COMMANDING OFFICER’S FOREWORD

The last 12 months have provided many challenges for the Regt.
As CO, it has been with a feeling of pride that I have watched the
Regt rise to each new challenge and then deal with it in the
professional manner that has become synonymous with the way
that we do business. The “Can Do” attitude of all members of the
Regt has seen our reputation both within local communities and
the wider Army continue to gr ow.  This along with improved
recruiting and retention means that the Regt is in a very healthy
position moving into 2009.  I am fully awar e that this has not
come about by luck but as the r esult of hard work by all members
of the Regt and for that I thank you. With the festive period fast
approaching, many of us will all be looking forwar d to spending
time with our families and friends.  For some of us this will not be
possible due to being on ops.  To those, I say that you and your
families are in our thoughts and we and look forwar d to your safe
return in 2009.

Finally on behalf of myself and my family I would like to wish all
Regimental members and your families a happy and safe
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

48 (CITY OF BIRMINGHAM) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj PR Rodenhurst
SSM WO2 Stowell

It has been a busy month for the Mighty 48 Sig Sqn with a
mixture of exs, drill practices and fun weekends.

BIRMINGHAM CITY REMEMBRANCE P ARADE - Sig Mahmood

On Sunday 9 November, people of all backgr ounds met together
in Birmingham`s Centenary Square for the Remembrance parade.
The firing party from the Sqn was led by SSgt For d and
consisted of Sgt Colledge , Sgt Elahi , Sgt Jones and Sig
Mahmood. While it is always an honour to attend the parade, to
be in the firing party made the whole event even mor e
memorable.  With the fading notes of Last Post echoing ar ound

35th (SOUTH MIDLAND) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
COVENTRY
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the Square we fired a volley and as the report cleared, the parade
fell silent with heads bowed.  Those attending took time to r eflect
on the selflessness of those individuals who had given their
todays for our tomorr ows.  We fired a second volley, the bugler
sounded reveille and the silence was broken.

BASTION ANVIL 21 – 23 NOVEMBER

On the evening of the deployment things wer e looking bleak, the
weather was forecast for snow over the ex period but this did not
deter the select few who had dar ed brave the chilly conditions of
Swynnerton training camp.  The training aim was to practise
defending a comms site.  The ex comprised r ecce patrols, vehicle
ambush drills, patrolling and a night attack that was or chestrated
by SSgt For d, Sgt Truman , Sgt Lawson , Sgt Pope and Cpl
Morrison .  After seeing off the weather and the enemy, the Sqn
earned their name the ‘fighting 48’ by defending their location
with aggression.  A good weekend of training all r ound.

58 (STAFFORDSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Capt JD Scott
SSM WO2 Blanchette

Since returning from Annual Camp, the Sqn have not rested on
their laurels and have hit the ground running in both Trade and
Military Training.  Recent weeks have seen the departure of SSgt
“Dave” Pur don who leaves us for 2 Sig Regt in York.  We wish
Dave, Elaine and their young family all the very best for the
future – Good Luck York! His replacement SSgt ‘Neil’ Shillito
makes the short journey from 30 Sig Regt and is already getting
his teeth into all aspects of the SPSI lifestyle.
The Sqn were well represented at a number of the Annual

Remembrance Sunday parades throughout Staffordshire and
surrounding areas, notably the large contingent who paraded at
Newcastle-Under-Lyme (See article below), but also the
Permanent Staff who helped the Parade at the Hall of Memory in
Birmingham run smoothly.  Sig Katie Allsop-Stanley also
represented the Sqn at the National Memorial Arbor etum in
Stafford.

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-L YME REMEMBRANCE P ARADE 
- by Sig Niki Keeling

A superb turnout of over 40 members of 58 Sig Sqn paraded for
the Annual Remembrance Parade at the Cenotaph in Newcastle-
Under-Lyme Town Centre.  In stark contrast to the pr evious year,
the weather at best could be described as abysmal but this didn’ t
deter a very large crowd gathering prior to the service
commencing.  The Cenotaph guard was made up entirely of Sqn
personnel with LCpls Cook , Knowles and Phillips along with Sig
Timmis doing a sterling job under the dif ficult weather conditions.
It was also the first opportunity for our new OC, Capt Scott , to
lead the parade – a task he seemed to relish.  There was also a
moving experience for one of the newest members of the Sqn as
Sig Gregory was chosen to lay the wreath on behalf of the Sqn.
Other notable contributions came fr om Cpl Gilfor d who led the
Veterans’ march past.  And with the squar e-bashing experience
of ex-Fusilier, LCpl Murphy , the drill was always going to be spot
on!  In 58 Sqn tradition, the TA Centre hosted a large crowd after
the parade and they were all treated to a Sunday lunch prepared
by Cpl Feetum and LCpl Budd . It was a fitting end to what is
always one of the highlights of the year.

89 (WARWICKSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj Chris Moseley
SSM WO2(SSM) A Proffitt

SQUADRON BRIEF

The Sqn would like to wish LCpl Parry-Hall and Sig Donnison
who are both deployed on Op HERRICK attached to 22 Sig Regt
a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year and we look
forward to seeing you both in February. (Christmas Parcels on the
way.) 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDA Y - by Sig Davies

Walking into the Sqn, I was met by a scene of ominous silence,
like the calm before a storm.  Everyone quietly going about
they’re tasks, readying themselves for the up and coming parade.
Pressed uniforms, polished boots and shaped ber ets, we
gathered in the square in drill formation and listened to the
speeches from the OC, Maj Moseley and Sgt Maj Pr offitt .  I
could feel a sense of heightened pride enter us all, our Sqn was
standing taller, heads higher than before as the band sounded
and we marched out of the gates. Along the r oad, cars pulled
over and people watched as we passed, our feet hitting the
ground as each drum beat sounded.  Befor e we knew what had
happened we were at memorial gates and with veterans, RN
personnel, cadets, civilians and so many others, we gather ed to
pay our respects. When we had our 2 minutes silence, somehow
the wind stopped blowing, the cold was gone fr om the air, and to
me the world seemed to stop in its own way to r emember those
who have gone before us to thank them for their ultimate
sacrifice.  It was a humbling experience that was shar ed by all
who attended and one that we shall not for get.

95 (SHROPSHIRE YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC               Maj AL Downie
SSM             WO2 Robinson

35 SIGNAL REGIMENT CHARITY CRIMBO CLA Y SHOOT
- by Sig Rose Manfrinato

At 0800hrs on Saturday 6 December, a bleary eyed group of
soldiers from 95 Sqn set off to RAF Stafford. If the frost and sub

Cpl Morrison , SSgt Ford, Maj Rodenhurst , Sgt Elahi,
Cpl Priestman (89 Sqn)

Sgt Colledge, Sig Livesy, Sig Butler L, Sgt Truman, Maj
Rodenhurst (Battle Prep)
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zero temperatures hadn’t woken us up yet, LCpl ‘Str etch’
Greave’s driving certainly did. As usual timings had slipped a
little and not wanting to show our new FofS up, we chose the
scenic route from Shrewsbury to Staf ford to avoid any traf fic.
That certainly alerted our senses and sharpened our reactions! 

On arrival we met up with the rest of our Sqn and familiarised
ourselves rather rapidly with the br ew kit.  After this we handed
over our hard earned £10 and registered our names with the
FofS, SSgt Carl Hannah . It was then we learned the identity of
our teams for the day; rather aptly split into those who wer e crack
shots, the A team and those who wer en’t, the B team. In my
book B stands for ‘best’ which was just as well as Sig Collins ,
Sig Williams , Sig Roberts , LCpl Gr eaves and I set off to our first
stand. We had of course been properly briefed on safety and the
lay out of the range and had managed to don some very
attractive safety specs and ear plugs, although I was fairly
confident that at least when I was shooting I’d be very safe fr om
the “debris” of a hit clay! 

Our instructor, Mr Soutar , took us through the fit of the gun and
some basic principles befor e we started firing, assuring us that all
our rifle experience would be of no use whatsoever when it came
to clay pigeon shooting! And how right he was! After being
trained in static firing at a fixed tar get, it was remarkably difficult
for me to get used to the rapid but ‘flowing’ movements used by
clay pigeon firers. However after some good coaching and a few
stands down, it was obvious the only competition for top spot in
the B team was between Sig Tom Collins and LCpl Gr eaves.
Sig Collins is in the shooting team and seems to be a natural
whereas he was competing against experience. After the only 10
out of 10 shoot by Sig Collins we had our top shot, scoring 28 –
excellent for a first time clay pigeon shoot. As we finished our last
stand it was time to see how the A team wer e doing.  Comprising
Capts Quincey , Kinsey and Patel , WO2 Robinson and Sgt
Hudson and coached by 30 Sig Regt Sgt Bentley , we were
expecting a little mor e competition than had existed in our team.
We weren’t disappointed, bringing victory in for 95 they scor ed a
remarkable 148, just a small pay back for SSgt Hannah’ s hard

work in organising the day. In the end the B team came 6th and
we were happy with our scor e of 106. I was secretly glad that I
wasn’t the worst – if I had been presented the “Clay Preservation”
award I would never have lived it down!

When the shoot out for top individual had finished, we all huddled
near the club house for the prize giving, raf fle, auction and
appreciations. The raffle was the best odds raf fle I’ve ever been
to with people going up 2 or 3 times to collect various shooting
regalia, from hats and gloves to books on clay pigeon shooting
and days to Nessclif fe’s clay range. Overall everyone had a
brilliant day, from the novices to the pr os, civilian or military. In
total £166 from the raffle and auction went to the ‘Help for
Heroes’ fund and it wouldn’ t have been possible without SSgt
Hannah and all the staff and coaches who organised it. I think
we all were a little disappointed that we didn’ t get to see SSgt
Hannah shoot more though, we could have truly bragged then
that the best shots r eally do come from 95! 

Lt Col MG Hanson, Capt Patel, Capt Quincey, Sgt Hudson, Capt
Kinsey, WO2 Robinson

CO Lt Col JE Sutton
RSM WO1(RSM) DE Cupit

53 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj Mar cus Cosgr ove
SSM WO2(SSM) Steve Webb

COMMANDER’S CHALLENGE - by 2Lt Evans

For the final weekend of October, the Sqn deployed its ‘Special
Forces’ team into Sennybridge to take part in The Challenge laid
down by the Comd 160 Bde.  This was the r eplacement for the
Cambrian Patrol 2008. As TA soldiers, not much training was
required prior to the ex in or der to do well, as the stands wer e
mostly MATT based and so the Friday and Saturday before the
Challenge the team of 2Lt Evans , Sig Yeo, Sig Usmar and Sig
Ellul met in the TAC to sort their kit and run thr ough previously
Iearned skills. The Challenge started with a short tab fr om a drop
off point to Usk Reservoir where the team took a relaxing paddle
across the reservoir in 2 boats of 2 men, under the star lit sky .  A
further tab then allowed the team a very cold lie up point for the
night as 2Lt Evans created the route card for the next day’s
tabbing. We awoke at 0500hrs in order to eat, admin ourselves
and reach our first checkpoint by 0620hrs.  During the next day ,
the team tabbed fr om stand to stand covering tasks including a
map reading task, house searching, casualty handling, vehicle
check points, a CBRN test and prisoner of war handling.  W e
finished the day with the task of setting up an OP to watch out

for enemy movement in the area.  The next morning the
Challenge finished with a grouping shoot, a 2½ mile run in
fighting order and a falling plate competition.  W e did not do
brilliantly in the run, but we managed to knock down all the plates
in a relatively fast time.

This was the first time for a long time that 53 Sig Sqn have taken
part in any competition of this kind and we succeeded to
complete it with style.  At the final pr esentation we were
informed, in front of the Bde, that we had come 3r d in the falling
plate part of the competition. Also involved wer e SSgt
Humphries , who drove the team to and from Sennybridge,
providing his ever-humorous anecdotes to cheer us up, LCpl
Scott and Sig Clarke who provided the comms net for the
directing staff of the ex.

EXERCISE RESILIENT MACAW - by Capt Barbara

This was a 143 Bde ex in order to test HQ 143 Bde and their
thought processes in creating solutions to pr oblems within the
Bde area of responsibility. The ex took place over 3 – 7
November and the Regt were used to provide internal comms
and manpower where necessary.  We arrived on the Tuesday at
approximately 1200hrs and assessed the situation as to the
extent of the comms r equirements.  We tested and adjusted
equipment under the watchful gaze of PSI(T), Sgt Gaz Morris
and the FofS until 1700hrs.  We then retreated to our
accommodation at MOD Donnington, a short 30 min drive away .
On Wednesday we set up Marcus and Reebok, along with all the
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individual comms equipment r equired for the ex enablers.  This
was a long task but was essential to ensur e the ex ran smoothly.
Tables had to be erected in correct areas, maps had to be joined
to create the bird table and other menial tasks that had to be
completed.  The ex had already been running on paper for a few
days, however it officially started the next mor ning at 0900hrs.
When this time came, Capt Lucy Sewell and Capt Dave
Barbara were utilised in the Bde HQ while the rest of the team
were used as enablers for the ex, helping with any comms
queries and providing serials for the Bde HQ to deal with.  The
CST was put through their paces throughout the night with
members of other Regts who could not use a telephone pr operly
or had a light out in their area of operations! 2Lt Gaz Evans bit
off a bit more than he could chew managing to get into the
briefings with the Brig and heads-of-sheds for all the civilian
companies represented on the ex (Severn Trent Water, West
Mercia Police, Local Councils, etc).  The ex finished at 1100hrs
on the Friday, which gave us enough time to pack up and be
away for Sqn training weekends by 1400hrs.  It was an excellent
opportunity to test and r efine the Regt’s ability to support our
Regional Bdes.

67 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj Richar d Bowden

REMEMBRANCE DA Y- by Sig Tursner

We paraded first at the Sqn, wher e we awaited the arrival of the
OC, Maj Bowden , who this year had decided that in Yeomanry
tradition, he would lead the parade on his horse, Crystal .  Upon
his arrival, we departed to attend the service at Stratfor d’s
Memorial Garden.  The service was also attended by Veterans,
local youth groups and colleges, and 2 members of 4 Para who
were present to commemorate the death of local solider and
former member 6 of 67 (QOWWY) Sig Sqn, Pte Joe Whittaker
who gave his life in Afghanistan earlier in the year with 2 Para.
We observed the 2 minute silence and Lt Goldbour ne laid the
Sqn wreath. After the service, we moved to the Holy Trinity
Church to take part in the main service.  The sermon was
delivered to a packed congr egation by a padre from the Mercian
Regt on his return from Iraq.  This was well received by all military

personnel. On leaving the church, the Sqn formed up with the OC
in front, mounted on his mighty steed Crystal .  The parade
through the town centr e was lead by the Acting SSM, Sgt Nick
Caswell , marching to the music fr om the Coventry Air Cadets.
The Mayoral party took the salute.  We finished at the British
Legion for a drink with the old boys.  The event and especially
Crystal was a great success.

EXERCISE GLOBAL CONCEPT 3 - by LCpl Beardall

GLOBAL CONCEPT3 was a Regimental comms ex at
Donnington over the weekend of 5 – 7 December.  This was a
combination of r efresher and new equipment training, pr eceded
by CFT training on a cold Saturday morning.  Also taking place
this weekend were BSS Training and Recruit Induction Training.
Trade Training included Reebok, NSTN, Kipling and E-RAS.
Being recently promoted, I was tasked to give the lesson on
NSTN, which went better than first anticipated!  The EDs worked
on the various generators and WO2(AQMS) Glen Draper
conducted REME training. Brig DA Hargr eaves, Comd 2(NC) Sig
Bde, visited the ex and took time to see the majority of lessons.
He later spoke to the Regt about the opportunities for op tours.
The G4 Team led by SSgt Robbo Robertson, (yes he does work
weekends) made sure the lessons had the right equipment and
the tea and coffee was readily available. The ex proved to be a
complete success and everyone came away fr om the weekend
having learned something new or refreshed their current training
levels. 

96 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj Navindra Gurung
SSM WO2(SSM) Adrian Gar dner 

EXERCISE SANDHURST LEADERSHIP CHALLENGE
- by Cpl ‘Sticky’ Magee

Ex SANDHURST LEADERSHIP CHALLENGEwas run from 27 –
30 October.  It consisted of 4 days of military and leadership
tasks at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.  The participants
were all civilians from large companies such as BT, BAE and
EADS, in conjunction with the Defence Careers Partnership, with
one of the aims to recruit potential TA officers and give the
managers of the companies involved a “dif ferent” appr oach to
problem solving utilising the ‘7 Question’ model. After arriving on
the Monday and being issued the equipment needed for the
week, including some badly fitting coveralls, ther e were several
briefings and then a ‘meet and gr eet’ in the bar. The following
morning there was PT consisting of basic instruction in how to
get over obstacles, in this case gym equipment such as vaulting
horses.  This was to provide a good introduction as the students
tackled the assault course later in the day.  After the assault
course with a few people taking an inadvertent dip in the ‘Wish
Stream’, the students deployed into the field for what was
intended to be a night under bashers.  However , due to the
adverse weather conditions, including several inches of snow , the
students were brought back into camp at 2300hrs – much to the
relief of some.  Wednesday consisted of a series of command
tasks, including one with an injur ed refugee, his wife and an
annoying TV crew, all this and a minefield!  Each of the students
got a chance to take the lead for one of the stands with some
“alternative” solutions to the task at hand.  On the final day the
students went on the DCCT and tackled the zip-wir e on the
assault course.  There was also a tour of the Royal Military
Academy’s museums – which was extremely interesting.  All in all
a pretty packed and hectic few days but the feedback was very
good with everyone enjoying the experience.  For some this was
their first experience with the British Army and the Regt and all
supporting staf f did themselves and their colleagues pr oud.  

SQUADRON BUSINESS

The CO visited the Sqn at the end of November to give his new
directive and carry out a promotions parade.  The Sqn would also
like to welcome SSgt Ginge Dyson and bid farewell to Sgt Gaz
Morris who is posted to RHQ as Chief Br ew boy.Maj Bowden leading the parade on Crystal
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CO Lt Col SJ Baker TD
RSM WO1(RSM) AJ Wyatt

SECOND IN COMMAND

We thank Maj Kevan Flanagan for his 9-month, second stint as
Regimental 2IC as on 1 November 08, we welcomed Maj Andy
Powell into the post following his successful completion of the
TA Command and Staff Course.  Maj Flanagan taken over as OC
64 Sig Sqn.

SUPPORT SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj J Aher n TD
SSM WO2(SSM) A Medley

On 1 December 08, the post of SSM with the Sqn transferr ed
from WO2 Si Cobur n to WO2 Andy Medley . WO2 Cobur n has
moved to take up the post of RQMS(V). The outgoing RQMS,
WO2 Phil Horton , has been selected to join 15 Bde’s Regional
Training Centre at Strensall. WO2 Medley’ s last post was head
Chef with the Regt and he has rebadged from RLC to take up the
appointment as SSM. The Sqn thanks WO2s Cobur n and
Horton for all their efforts in their previous posts and wishes them
continued success in their new posts.

46 (CITY OF DERBY) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj JS Hubbar d
SSM WO2(SSM) K Bedfor d

On 1 December 08, the post of SSM with the Sqn of ficially
transferred from WO2 Mike Hallam to WO2 Kevin Bedfor d.
WO2 Hallam has moved to take up the post of MTWO(V) at RHQ
and WO2 Bedfor d joins the Sqn from Nottingham Tp 64 Sig Sqn,
formerly 87 Sig Sqn. We thank WO2 Hallam for all his efforts
while our SSM and wish him continued success in his new post.

Also on 1 December, WO2 Jo Hartwell left the Sqn to take up
the post of RegimentaI Recruiting WO within RHQ.  We thank her
for her contribution to the Sqn over many years and especially for
her implementation of the Sqn’ s highly successful recruiting
strategy which has seen the Sqn enlist 13 new recruits in the last
2 months alone.

PRESENTATION OF VOLUNTEER RESERVES SERVICE
MEDALS (VRSMs)

On Tuesday 2 December 08 we welcomed Comd 49(E) Bde, Brig
JE Richar dson MBE , late R SIGNALS, to our Kingsway TA
Centre in Derby. The visit had originally been planned for October
as a part of the Sqn’s TA100 events but due to other
commitments it had to be postponed until December . When he
arrived he was met by the OC, Maj James Hubbar d, the SSM,
WO2 Kevin Bedfor d and the SVWO, WO1 Pete Beedle who was
representing RHQ.  After signing the Visitors’ Book, he r eceived a
briefing on the Sqn by the OC and had a tour of the r ecruiting
suite and the fitness centre.

With over half the Sqn on parade, he then presented VRSMs and
Clasps to 8 current and past members of the Sqn. The VRSM,
the Volunteer Reserves Service Medal, is awarded to personnel of
all ranks in recognition of 10 years of long and ef ficient service of
proved capacity in the Volunteer Reserve Forces.  A Clasp is
awarded for each further 5 years efficient service of proved
capacity. A total of 85 years service in the TA was recognised by
the VRSMs and Clasps presented.  In addition, the majority of the
recipients also held the Efficiency Medal which r ecognised an
additional 12 years service. In front of the Sqn, their families and

members of the Derby Branch of the Royal Signals Association,
the following awards were presented:

Capt Jim Batchelor VRSM and 1st Clasp to the VRSM
Capt Car olyn Ryan-Gilbank VRSM
SSgt Shar on Mitchell VRSM and 1st Clasp to the VRSM
SSgt John Simpson RLC VRSM and 1st Clasp to the VRSM
Sgt Dan Snow VRSM
WO2 Jo Hartwell 1st Clasp to the VRSM
Sgt Paul Mitchell 1st Clasp to the VRSM
Sgt Julie Moulson 1st & 2nd Clasps to the VRSM

Following the presentations, Brig Richar dson addressed the Sqn
and was presented with a copy of the 2(NC) Sig Bde
‘Chantecleer’ print by the OC in commemoration of T A100. The
Bde Comd then joined the Sqn members in the Ram’ s Head Bar
for an excellent buffet laid on by the Sqn’s chef, LCpl Sarah
Dyche .

NIJMEGEN MARCHES 2008 - by Cpl Gareth Percival

In mid July, 4 soldiers from 38 Sig Regt took part in the traditional
annual marches in Nijmegen, Holland. The event dates back to
1904 when a similar event was first organised by Sgts of the 6th
Inf Regt in Breda. This caused much excitement and led to the
formation of the 1905 and 1907 Field Army Sports Days. It was in
1907 that the idea of organising 4 days of marching to the Sports
Days in Breda was first proposed. This led to 15 routes being
selected for the first Four Day Marches in 1909.

The origin of the “4 day” format comes fr om the popularity of
other 4 day events, including horse riding, cycling and r owing.
The first British participants took part in 1928, with a contingent
of 40, accompanying delegations fr om Germany, France and
Norway. After WW2, the city of Nijmegen took up the challenge of
reviving the Four Day Marches, despite the ravages of the
bombings of 22 February 1944. The personnel from 38 Sig Regt
who took part this year wer e Cpls Dave Gaughan , Andy
Kermode , Gareth Per cival and Tom Warren.  As a small
contingent, we wer e attached to a combined unit consisting of
Regular personnel from the Intelligence Corps and the RAF.

Day 1 began early on the morning of 15 July, with a start time of
0330hrs!  Despite the early start, members of the Nijmegen
community were lining the streets to support the mar chers when
we set off.  An aspect unique to the military contingents was the
march from Camp Heumensoord, a civilian camp site transformed
to accommodate the thousands of military personnel, to join the

Brig JE Richardson MBE, Comd 49(E) Bde, and the OC, Maj 
James Hubbard, with the award recipients

38th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
SHEFFIELD
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main civilian element of the march. This is the time when the
sheer scale of the marches hits you. A mass of people in
continuous harmonic motion, similar to the competitors just after
the start of the London Marathon, albeit at a slower pace.  As the
morning progressed more people lined the streets, giving out
refreshments, drinks, cucumbers and condoms! 

These were the more easy-going stages for the marchers,
spurred on by the local cr owds, whereas traversing the rural
areas required motivation of other sorts.  It was during these
stages where marching songs come into their own, pr oviding a
rhythm, cadence and occasionally humour , depending upon the
song. Also providing motivation was the banter and camaraderie
between military units, both British and for eign and the civilian
walkers. Towards the end of the day’s marching, the military
teams broke away from the main body of mar chers to return to
Camp Heumensoord. The end of the day’s march for us
culminated in a parade through the Camp’s bar. There were
various ‘parades’ featuring skits, fancy dr ess and dance routines,
for the latter we were applauded on several occasions. The
following 3 days were of a similar format to the first, although
some days felt that they wer e longer than others and the use of
zinc oxide tape, Vaseline, ibruprofen and pain killers increased
throughout the week.  A typical after noon/evening involved
personal admin, foot tr eatment and a drink – if you had the
energy left to walk to the bar .

At the start of the 4th and final day , there was considerable
excitement and anticipation and nobody dar ed pull out of the
march despite injury and exhaustion. The main effort of this day’ s
march was to take each stage at a time and push on. Towards
the end of the third stage it was becoming evident that some of
the team were suffering with injuries but they all continued
marching on nonetheless. The culmination of the 4 days was a
final parade through the centre of Nijmegen, requiring us to
march an additional 3 miles!  However this filled the entir e group
with pride at what they had accomplished. The only pr oblem we
encountered when the parade was halted by civilians cr ossing the
parade route while we were at Eyes Right immediately in front of
the dignitaries box! Looking back on the week’ s events, I feel that
the whole experience was incredibly valuable. The team raised
£430 for ‘Help the Heroes’, it provided an insight into other
military units around the world and also incr eased our TA
understanding of the Regular Forces and vice versa.  Another
benefit is the pride you feel as a member of the armed for ces
when you march in a squad being cheered by the crowds, I
recommend that every soldier do something like the Nijmegen
Four Day Marches at least once in their career.

EXERCISE ROADMASTER

Two members of 46 Sig Sqn took part in Ex ROADMASTER 08.
WO2(SSM) Mike Hallam (driver) and Cpl Gar eth Per cival
(navigator), entered the event at Catterick, winning the novice
category; an achievement made all the more impressive as it was
Cpl Per cival’ s first event.

The pair missed a top ten overall finish by just 2 check points in a
gruelling 100km off-road driving and navigation test. The novice
category has been won by 38 Sig Regt for 3 out of the past 4
years and efforts are now being made to identify potential
winners for next year!

64 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj K Flanagan TD
SSM WO2(SSM) T Grant

EXERCISE MERLIN RESPONSE 21 – 23 NOVEMBER 08
- by Cpl Nick James

With the much anticipated r eturn of both Cpl Will Hancock and
Sig Ross Douglas from long work-r elated absences, the
weekend began in usual way with everyone being out of drivers’
hours. The arrival of the Nottingham Tp allowed SSgt Chrisie
Bull and the AGV Det to make good their escape on an ex in
support of 5 RRF and the Durham University Canoeing Club.
This gave me, Cpl Nick James the opportunity to load up and
move out for a glorious weekend at W athgill in support of Ex
MERLIN RESPONSE.

With a request from RCP to leave as a soon as possible, we
went to bed due to the lack of drivers’ hours. The team wer e up
and washed for 0500hrs and ready to go by half past.  We made
it to Wathgill with 25 mins to spar e and thanks to a Sig Mark
Randall mistake we were the first to establish comms on the
weekend. We had laid out our stall 15 mins later and wer e ready
to go.  Unfortunately we had moved so fast that the signal had
failed to keep up with us. We hoped that with the coming sun it
would arrive. 

Our next challenge was to establish a landline connection. This
was easier said than done with no level ‘0’ access and dead
terminals all over the place. We did however raise a line and
commandeer a corner of 4 YORKS’ admin area and there we sat
for the rest of the weekend. Due to the lack of a signal, Sig
Mark Randall and Sig Darr en McMellon took over the Airwave
radios and manned the nets for the Ops team while LCpl Stu
Rowell and Sig Jono Smithers set up Inmarsat and LCpl
Jeremy Clark took a 3G laptop and walked ar ound the camp in
search of a signal.

With the arrival of Reebok, Sgt Don Hammett and I helped set it
up and waited for the nod fr om SSgt Kevin Duggan and the
messages from 15 Bde. The first message came through with
‘Test’ on it, just in time for Endex. W e closed down and shut up
shop only to find Cpl Anna Lisles with her 46 Sig Sqn FFR Det
trying to engineer HF comms. We proceeded to help them in
shifts, 1 man from each det throughout the night. Having gone to
bed that evening it was a pleasant surprise to find it had snowed
and that Sig Rob W eaver of 46 Sig Sqn was still engineering the
comms on his FFR. Sunday came, and being good TA soldiers
we all returned home in time for tea.

Cpl Gareth Percival in the foreground with others r esting their 
weary feet

Cpl Gareth Percival and WO2 Mike Hallam with their trophies
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93 (EAST LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj RA Fitzpatrick
SSM WO2 SB Hopkinson

OP ROBAND

93 Sig Sqn deployed a team to pr ovide comms in support of
42(NW) Bde. The role was to support the LOs who wer e attached
to Gold HQ in what the police r efer to as Op PROTECTOR, which
directly supports the Labour Party Confer ence which was recently
staged in Manchester. The purpose built contr ol room was fitted
out with all the latest technology .  It was an impressive set up.  

Every desk even had it own miniature TV which was used
primarily to monitor news channels or to pr ovide entertainment to
night shift at quiet times. However , space was at a premium so
the original 2-man shifts had to be r educed to one person. The
control room was interesting with many monitors mounted on the
end walls where CCTV from the dif ferent areas was displayed.
CCTV coverage was also available on the computer screens so
that you could monitor the exact cameras you needed. In the
event there were very few incidents and no major pr oblems were
dealt with. At the end of the confer ence we had visits from the
Home Secretary, Jacqui Smith , and from the Prime Minister,
Gordon Br own , who was accompanied by his wife Sarah. Taking
part in the op was valuable experience, especially for the younger

members of the team. It reinforced the training that we do with
the blue light services and as a result, should a situation arise
where we need to work together, we will be able to integrate
more effectively with them.

Mrs Sarah Brown and Prime Minister Gordon Brown with LCpl 
Chris Lees, Cpl Caerwen Makepeace and Sgt George MacGregor

of 93 Sig Sqn

39th (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
BRISTOL

CO Lt Col CM Lankester TD
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Lithgow

SUPPORT (NORTH SOMERSET YEOMANRY) SQUADRON

OC Maj CM Dawes TD

Once again Sp Sqn has had a busy training and social calendar.
As well as normal ‘drill night’ training every Tuesday, almost every
weekend was filled with activity of one kind or another!  Ther e
were celebrations in the Sqn Club this month to celebrate the
recent promotions of A/SSgt Rendall to SSgt, Local LCpl Jones
to LCpl, Cfn Tibbatts to LCpl, Pte Tibbett to LCpl, Pte
Robinson to LCpl, and Pte Bailey to LCpl. Sp Sqn pr ovided a
large part of the manpower for the Regimental participation in the
Annual Remembrance Day Parade at Bristol. The parade was
under the command of the CO, Lt Col Carla Lankester and the
Regimental Wreath was laid by the Regimental 2IC, Maj Bill
Ruthven .   

The Parade is amongst the largest outside London, so it was a
considerable honour for the Regt to lead the parade.  However
after many weeks of planning the RSM may choose to disagr ee!

HORFIELD DINNER AND MA TT TRAINING WEEKEND

The Horfield Dinner is the annual formal dinner for both Sp Sqn
and 57 Sig Sqn, and was attended by serving soldiers and ‘old
comrades’ with their partners. This year’ s dinner took place on
Saturday 22 November in the TA Centre Horfield.  Good food,
good wine and pleasant company made the evening (and for
some the whole night) go well and a good time was enjoyed by
all. The Sp Sqn MATTs day took place at Coler ne on Saturday 29
November. This was very well attended, with everybody keen to
qualify for their annual training bounty as quickly as possible and
get back to the pr oper business of providing life support for the
Regt.  All the practical MATTs events took place, with WO2(SSM)
Tuck and Sgt McCarthy running the range, and Cpl Cemlyn
running the CFT around the airfield perimeter track.  Meanwhile
the BCD stand was run by Cpls McNally and Nash and the
CBRN stand by SSgt Rendall and LCpl Watson .

EXERCISE WESSEX ESKIMO

This was the final training weekend in a busy and successful year
and was carried out in the Bristol/Coler ne/Chippenham area. The
ex was intended to be devoted mainly to sporting activities.
However having the use of a gym and a swimming pool at
Colerne, it was too good an opportunity to miss, so all Sqn
members completed the military swimming test and a PFT
(another tick in the MATTs box) with the mor ning finished off with
a game of ‘anything goes’ volleyball.  After lunch ther e was a 9
hole Golf competition at Monks Park, Chippenham and then it
was back to the TA Centre for some ‘Christmas Spirit’ and a
celebratory Christmas meal in the evening. The alcohol was
driven from the system the following mor ning by an orienteering
ex around Blaise Castle. The day was finished of by Values and
Standards, and Equal Opportunities and Diversity lessons
delivered by the Sqn 2IC, this was followed by the OC’ s ‘State of
the Nation’ in which Maj Clive Dawes , reviewed the highlights of
this year’s training programme and gave a look forward to next
year.

Support Squadron CFT at Colerne
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57 (CITY & COUNTY OF BRISTOL) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Iain Sainsbury
SSM WO2(SSM) Ben Newby

CHRISTMAS TRAINING WEEKEND

57 Sig Sqn held their Annual Christmas weekend in Willsworthy
Camp, Dartmoor, over the weekend 5 – 7 December.  In line with
last year’s format, the weekend centr ed on an inter- dept
competition phase, befor e the Officers, WOs and SNCOs served
the soldiers their Christmas dinner.  The Sqn deployed to
Willsworthy late on Friday night – once the coach driver had
eventually recognised the TAC signs and followed them.  An
admin brief was conducted, accommodation allocated and then
there was chance for a swift beer or two befor e bed.  Saturday
morning broke with fabulous sunshine, which although the day
was still cold, made the perfect setting for a bit of gentle exer cise
on Dartmoor.  The teams were formed and team leaders allocated
and then the competition began.  Last year the teams wer e split
according to Tps, so this year we tried something dif ferent.  The
Officers and SNCOs joined to form a team, lead by Sgt MacGilp .
The JNCOs and ORs were then split between 2 teams, one
headed up by PO Jones and the other by Sig Hartfield .

We were fortunate to have a visit from the CO and the RSM as
the competition began.  The CO took the opportunity to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas but also had the important task of
promoting Sgt Vise to SSgt.  This was very well deserved, so well
done to him.  With pr omotion out of the way , the competition
began in earnest.  There was a round robin of 3 stands which
were conducted out on the training ar ea, before coming back in
to camp for a str etcher race and then a further 2 stands in the
afternoon.  Unfortunately the Of ficers and SNCOs team managed
to get slightly lost en r oute to the first stand, which is somewhat
surprising seeing as they only had to follow the track!  They didn’ t
even have a map, so any jokes about Officers’ map reading
would also be slightly inappr opriate!  

The first 3 stands consisted of observation, mental agility and a
command task.  For the observation stand, the SPSI, SSgt Kelly
asked the teams questions about their r oute in – for each correct
answer they received a set of binoculars.  Given the Officers and
SNCOs somewhat circuitous route, it is therefore not surprising
that they did not get all the binos.  The teams wer e then
instructed to look at the gr ound in front of them and pick out as
many hidden items as possible.  Cpl Downs was sure that all of
the items were marked with orange minetape – which may
explain why they did not find all the objects.  For the command
task, the PSI, Sgt Belshaw , used the oil drum and 2 ropes
scenario.  This proved to be relatively easy for the Officers and
SNCOs team – Capt John summed this up to the CO by
explaining that his team had over 100 years of experience –
unfortunately they still can’ t follow instructions about following a
track properly though!  The mental agility stand, run by SSgt
Vise, was in the form of questions and wor d associations.  

There were some strange and somewhat bizarre answers to this
phase, which caused much amusement amongst the DS.
Following completion of these stands, everyone headed back into
camp and sorted themselves out for the str etcher race.  They
were then bused up to the range road and set off at intervals for
the mile long race.  The JNCOs team, lead by PO Jones , clearly
won this event with the Of ficers and SNCOs team coming
second.  In last place, came the ORs team lead by Sig Hartfield
but we suspect that they wer e slower as they had the OC running
with them and he was pr obably telling them all about his new car!

After the first 4 events, the teams were neck and neck making the
next 2 rounds crucial.  The Blue Peter challenge, run by
SSgt(SQMS) Marsh , proved the most entertaining of the day .
The teams were instructed to make a Christmas car d with a
verse, decorate a bag, make a table centrepiece and a cracker.
In order to give the competition an unusual twist, the team
leaders then had to present their items in a Dragons’ Den format
to the board, which consisted of the OC, the 2IC, Capt Trevelion ,
the PSAO, Capt Kingston and WO2(SSM) Newby .  The
presentations were watched by the whole Sqn and then the
board awarded points for each ar ea.  As 2 teams tied, the OC
awarded an OC’s bonus point to PO Jones’ team for her witty
retort to a question asked by the 2IC about the contents of their
team’s cracker.  The next stand by was a Bush Tucker trial, run by
Sgt Belshaw .  None of the items were particularly horrible, but as
the participants wer e blindfolded their r eactions were amusing for
the observers!  Sgt MacGilp should be mentioned for his
concern about eating an iced doughnut – we ar e still unsure what
he thought was on the plate when he touched it!

After the events were finished, it was time for scor es to be
counted and for the Of ficers and SNCOs to set up for the
Christmas dinner.  It followed the usual format and a good time
was had by all – with no flying food, which must be a r ecord.  A
70s and 80s fancy dress party was then held with some very
interesting outfits being pr oduced.  Particular mention should go
to Sig Sluz for his Adam Ant outfit and to Sig Shinett for his
pimp get up.  All in all, a good weekend was had by the whole
Sqn and congratulations to the team which won – PO Jones , Cpl
Jones , LCpl Haynes , Sig Wilcox , Sig Chapman and Sig Sluz .

94 (BERKSHIRE YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Vince Connelly TD
SSM WO2(SSM) Matt Chapman

CO’S CUP WEEKEND - by SSgt Alex Cook

Once again, in early October, 94 Sig Sqn valiantly deployed to
beautiful Sennybridge in Wales, a short hop along the M4 and
M5.  On arrival, we started with the obligatory pyr o demo – made
all the more spectacular for being in the dark.  Then it was into
the area itself for an entertaining ‘move into a harbour location’ in
the pitch black and the opportunity for sleep.  Not actual sleep,
just the ‘opportunity’. First light saw us putting the finishing
touches to the harbour ar ea and getting more into our routine.
Then the DS got involved and we began to work thr ough the
serials.  Bristol UOTC were acting as the enemy/CIVPOP and
under the direction of the DS, really put us through our paces.
We began with some civil unrest and followed it with another
dose of civil unrest with added gunfir e for flavour.  This led to our
big Fijian, Sig Tanuku , ‘helping’ one of the pr otesters to the floor
to escape incoming; it took him quite a while to get up after that.

The UOTC star turn came from our own Sig Mulcahy as a
distressed civilian refugee looking for her husband.  Unfortunately
some friends, one of whom tur ned out to be a suicide bomber ,
followed her.  In the ensuing difficulties, LCpl Wojas did an
excellent job of casualty extraction under the guidance and
control of SSgt(YofS) Collins .  With each serial followed by an in-
depth DS debrief, we got closer to the end of the day and
another move!  This one was more successful and allowed us to
get into location and fed befor e the final assault by the angry
students/locals. Sunday was pack up and field tur naround before
a nice, quiet, relaxing march and shoot over the famously level57 Sig Sqn Stretcher Race
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and even Sennybridge training area.  Finally, it was the CO’s
Parade and prize giving.  We didn’t win the CO’s Cup this year,
but we learnt a lot and will be back with a vengeance next year .

INDIVIDUAL TRAINING – DECEMBER 08

That time of year again – it always seems to come around so fast
– the MATTs weekend was on us again.  This year we were at a
particularly ‘Baltic’ Knook Camp for the usual r ound-robin of
ranges, BCDT, CRBN and navigation starting with a nice little CFT
for those who needed it.  Luckily for those who had alr eady done
a CFT recently, they got to do a PFT in the after noon.  With all the
MATTs out of the way it was time to get into Blues or Mess Kit for
the OR’s Christmas Dinner. The meal was great success with the
usual incoming of Party Poppers and Crackers, served as always
by past and current members of the Sqn.  After the Juniors
retired to the bar, it was the turn of the Seniors to serve the
Officers.  The ‘high’ point was the seating arrangements for 2Lt
Craster (Snr) and 2Lt Craster (Jnr) .  After that, the Officers and
Seniors joined the Juniors in the Bar for a raffle.  There was some
concern over possible fixing as nearly all of SSgt Dean’ s and
Capt Manickavasagan’ s tickets came up.  Being fair men
though, they only took one prize each. Sunday saw a mor e
subdued Sqn getting to grips with V alues and Standards
following a very timely lesson on Drink Driving with some truly

harrowing videos.  The weekend was completed by a look back
over the year by Maj Vince Connolly and a look forward to the
next year from Capt Nev MacMillan .

The mysterious green patchy mess kit worn by SSgt Dean confused
certain mess members!

40th (ULSTER) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
BELFAST

CO Lt Col SJ McConnell
RSM WO1 P Coates

BOYS BRIGADE VISIT TO LIMA VADY TAC ON 14 OCTOBER
08 - by Sgt George

On Tuesday 14 October 2008, 69 (NIH) Sig Sqn hosted a visit
from 2nd Limavady Boys Brigade as part of the ongoing initiative
to raise the profile of the Sqn in the local community .  As the
party was made up from 2 distinct age gr oups, the night was
broken into 2 parts to cater firstly for the younger boys and then
something slightly dif ferent for the older boys. The first gr oup of
boys aged between 5 and 11 arrived at 1845hrs wher e they were
met by Sgt George who gave them a brief introduction to the TA
in general and 69 Sig Sqn in particular.  The boys where then
shown dif ferent types of radio equipment and after a short
demonstration, it was time for them to get hands on.  Fr om there
it was outside to the cadet climbing wall to see if ther e were any
budding Spidermen.  Everyone was enthusiastic and keen to get
on the wall although a few of the younger boys, after getting a
few feet of the ground, soon changed their mind.

The second and larger group ranged from 11 to 18 years of age
and this time we broke them into 2 groups with one group setting
their sights straight away on the top of the climbing wall.  Again
only a few brave men made it to the top with most giving up after
climbing a few feet.  Despite this, everyone agr eed that the
climbing wall as a great experience and everyone said that they
would like to try it again.  Meanwhile the second gr oup were
taking part in a drill lesson with Sgt Lindsay and as you would
expect from the Boy’s Brigade, their drill was impr essive.  From
there it was over to see an FFR radio det set up in the field.  After
a brief on the equipment and r ole of the det they were
encouraged to work on the sets and send and r eceive messages
to each other.

On the whole the night was a success with everyone having a
good time.  The Limavady Cadet Detachment got the names of 2
boys who were interested in joining while the Sqn got the name
of an older boy would expr essed an interest in joining the TA. 

EXERCISE BIG BANG 24 – 26 OCTOBER 08
- by Cpl Martin Hanna

Ex BIG BANG took place over a weekend at Ballykinler Training
Centre (BTC) and gave an opportunity for all soldiers to complete
their MATTs.  The ex was aptly named, as the gear box in Sgt
McConnell’ s Land Rover went bang barely 5 miles out of the
gates.  Luckily for him the LAD had decided to take the r ecovery
vehicle out for a rare spin.  Everyone still made it safely down to
BTC by 2300hrs on the Friday night. We got up early on Saturday
morning, keen and eager to carry out the MATT training on offer
that day.  Unfortunately the rain decided to come in heavily and
horizontally, as only it can at BTC.  This proved to add an extra
challenge to the APWT.  Whether it can account for so many
scores from 0 to 10, I would not like to say .  Every cloud does
have a silver lining however, as the bad weather caused the PFT
to be cancelled.  Cpl Young and Sig Lally probably spent mor e
energy celebrating this than they would have on an actual PFT
attempt. Cpl Burgess did his best to gas us all on the CBRN
stand, which had been cruelly combined with the BCDT stand. 

A sense of humour failure occurred when Cpl Burgess made
everyone do the casevac in full NBC suit and respirator, while
carrying the not too light weight Cpl Dave Coulter on a stretcher.  A potential young recruit getting sized up



34 THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2009

On the Saturday evening, 85 Sqn‘s SSM, WO2 Johnson
organised the social event.  This was based on the X-Factor.
Each Sqn had to provide entrants in several categories, such as
female singer, male singer, PSI singer and group.  There were 3
judges to grade them and pick a winner .  The CO, Lt Col SJ
McConnell was to be Simon Cowell , the Adjt, Capt Lucy
Webster was Cheryl Cole and the SVWO, WO1 Tom Finley was
Louis W alsh .  The first person to be booted of f was SSM
Johnson himself, because the speakers did not work.  He should
have asked the Sp Sqn techs to help him or ganise it.  It was still
a good night however, the system did eventually work, though the
categories were reduced down to just the Sqn gr oups.  The social
also gave the Regt the chance to say farewell to Sgt Matt Gill ,
the Tech PSI for 85 Sqn and Regt’s PTI for the past 2½ years.  He
was presented with a pace stick by SSM Johnson . 

Sunday morning (CFT day) arrived and surprisingly enough the
sun was shining.  We could now see the Mour ne Mountains
clearly; they had been shrouded in cloud the day befor e.  This
may have confused the poor old SVWO, WO1 Tom Finlay .  He
must have thought the CFT was taking place up ther e as he
turned up wearing brown hill walking boots.  The CFT went ahead
as planned with near enough everyone passing. All in all, Ex BIG
BANG was a very enjoyable weekend, with over 80 members of
the Regt completing 5 of the 6 bounty qualifying MA TTs for the
year.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDA Y - by WO2(SSM) Tommy Johnston

It was cold and gr ey on the morning of 9 November with a slight
drizzle in the air, as the 85 Ulster & Antrim Arty Sig Sqn marched
with Lisburn Royal British Legion and various Regimental
Associations to the Cenotaph in Lisbur n City centre. 

Commanding the Sqn for her first Remembrance Parade as
acting OC was Lt Lindsay Fulton . The Quarter Guard
commanded by Sgt Scott Robertson led the dignitaries from the
clergy and local government in a procession through the city to
the Cenotaph.  On arrival at the Cenotaph, Sgt Robertson
posted the Quarter Guard and just before the 11th hour gave the
order to reverse arms. It was a great honour for 85 Sig Sqn to
provide the Quarter Guard on this the 90th anniversary of
Remembrance for the Great War dead and the dead of wars and
conflicts since. 

After the ceremony at the Cenotaph, the Sqn marched to Lisbur n
City Cathedral where a service of Remembrance was held.  When
the service ended, WO2(SSM) Tommy Johnston formed up the
Sqn within the mass ranks of the Legion and associations for the
return march through the City to the British Legion headquarters.
En route, crowds of onlookers br oke into spontaneous applause,
spotting the medals of r ecent conflicts wor n by the TA soldiers on
parade.

The day ended with a bowl of hot stew served up by the ladies of
the Lisburn Branch of the British Legion – a warm end to a cold
day that was most appr eciated by all the parade participants.     

REGIMENTAL ORIENTEERING COMPETITION 
- by Maj David Wilson

As in 2007, the 2008 Regimental Orienteering Competition was
organised under the auspices of Lagan Valley Orienteering Club
on a cold December mor ning.  Unlike last year however, the
weather was on side and a crisp mor ning of blazing sunshine
brought welcome relief after the miserable typhoon that had
greeted competitors in 2007.  This year’s venue was Castle Ward,
by the shores of Strangford Lough in south-east County Down
and the views across the Lough provided a stunning backdr op to
a fine day’s running. Of course those who pause to enjoy such
views are almost certainly destined to perform poorly at
orienteering.  Thirtyone competitors, fr om Sig to Lt Col,
assembled to pit their wits (and legs) against each other, with the
fastest 2 runners for each Sqn on each course (Green and
Orange) to count towards the XL Regimental Inter-Sqn Trophy.
After a briefing and introduction to orienteering fr om OC 85 Sqn,
Maj Dave Wilson , veteran and novice alike strode off into the
mixture of woods, fields and gorse bushes that make up Castle
Ward estate.

Hot favourites for the competition wer e reigning champions 85
Sqn, who quickly confirmed their “Har e” status by posting the
fastest times on both courses.  Maj Wilson , unencumbered by a
hangover from the Mess Christmas Ball this time, managed to
win the Green course somewhat more convincingly than last year,
with a time of 37:24, while SSgt Cathy Barker again showed that
dog walking and orienteering go hand-in-hand (or alter natively,
that her pet is a better map r eader than most of the Regt), by
winning the Orange course with a time of 33:01. However , 66 Sqn
had read Aesop’s fable and were not to be intimidated by such
flash displays.  As their steady band of ageing ‘tortoises’
gradually drifted across the finish line, 85 Sqn’s lack of strength in
depth was cruelly exposed.  Top prizes for determination went to
Maj Roy Campbell , Maj Robin Finlay and WO2(SSM) Donald
Holmes , who managed to take 11 mins longer to find checkpoint
5 than Maj Wilson took to complete the whole course – yet all 3
stuck the distance and finished with their scor e cards complete.  

All of which meant that the form book was tur ned upside down
and 66 Sqn emerged as winners with 85 Sqn relegated to last
place.  69 Sqn’s Belfast det managed to beat their Limavady
colleagues into 2nd.  Many thanks to Lagan Valley Orienteers, in
particular Greg McCann (planner) and Philip Baxter (organiser),
for laying on the courses.  Next stop on the XL Trophy is the
Cross-Country in February – will it still pay to be a tortoise ther e?

HIKE IN MOURNE MOUNT AINS – 23 NOVEMBER
- by Lt Lindsay Fulton

After a weekend up to our necks in elbow gr ease, spit and polish,
the soldiers and officers of 85 Sig Sqn decided that the best way
to conclude our ECI preparation would be a good stur dy hike in
the Mournes.  This turned out to be a larger test of endurance
than we had expected when we wer e faced with 4 seasons’
worth of elements in 6 hours! 

Cpl Burgess gets his revenge!
Our Hon Col, Lord Rogan and CO, Lt Col SJ McConnell taking

the salute
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The walking started at the foot of Slieve Binnian on the south side
of the mountains.  The 600m climb to the summit was a good
shake out and the gales and rain showers well and truly blew
away the cobwebs.  It was not until we headed north fr om the
summit that the fun r eally began, down came the fog and out
came the hail… big hail.  Morale remained surprisingly high
though, as we took immense pleasur e in each other’s suffering. 

It was only after the snow came on that everyone started to fully
appreciate the strange and quickly changeable climatic system
which you can only find in the mountains.  A quick r e-route was
required to keep us on track to the finish.  On the whole a good
day of endurance and navigational training was had and the
important lesson for the novice mountaineers that even a day
walk requires a certain degree of planning and preparation.

66 (CITY OF BELFAST) SUPPORT SQUADRON 

The hectic life of 66 Sqn continues at pace, facilitating all aspects
of Regimental business.  We also welcome some new
permanent/regular members of staff and we wish them well in
their new appointments with 40 Sig Regt, namely: Maj Mark
Wright-Jones as QM, WO2 Shelley Ashe RLC as the new NRPS
MTWO completing her last day of Regular Service on 6
December 2008 and SSgt Darr en Edkins REME as the Art
Vehicle (Tiffy).

POTENTIAL JNCO CADRE COURSE - by SSgt Murray

Once again I found myself in the familiar position of having a one
to one with the CO.  This time there was coffee supplied. The
conversation came round to the subject of junior commanders
and their training and development.  It was identified that ther e
was a need encourage our junior commanders to be mor e
proactive and assertive with a view to enhancing their use of
initiative and improving military skills.   A couple of months later I
received an email from the CO directing me to plan and execute a
Potential Junior NCO (PJNCO) cadre.  Having run this type of
course before, I knew that there was a lot of planning and
organising to be done and so I quickly set to work.  The news
travelled fast and before I knew it the production was escalating
to epic proportions – this was starting to make Ben Hur look like
a home video.  The cadre was initially planned to be set at
Regimental level but this was extended to Bde level.

After 2 months of intensive planning and pr eparation, the course
started.  The first module was over the period 19 – 21 September
08 at Magilligan Training Centre (MTC).  The first part of the
course consisted mainly of theory , classroom work and command
tasks.  A range of subjects were covered in line with the
requirements as laid down in MATTS, along with other subjects
designed to enhance and develop the leadership skills of junior
commanders. The second module was again at MTC over the
weekend 10 – 12 October 08, however this time the warmth and
comfort of the classr oom was forsaken for the training ar ea.  The
weather gods were looking down on us as we wer e blessed with
good weather throughout the weekend. This phase of the course
saw 18 students taking part in a challenging ex weekend.   The
students were assessed in battle exs based on incidents gear ed
towards Middle Eastern scenarios.  

Credit has to be given to the potential junior commanders who
participated in the course, their enthusiasm and endeavour was
impressive.  Well done to all the instructors who assisted during
all stages of the course and a special thanks to Capt HR Fr ost
(SO3 G7).  The course was a huge success as all 18 students
came away with a green pass.

69 (NORTH IRISH HORSE) SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj Montgomery
SSM WO2 Gamble

2008 was the normal, busy year for the Sqn with both the
Limavady and Belfast dets working har d to meet Sqn, Regt and
Bde commitments such as TA100, the end of Op BANNER,

support to the new 38(Irish) Bde, 2(NC) Sig Bde CPX and FTX
and various volunteers for op tours.  I suppose we should also
mention the excellent experience in Italy and Gibraltar, which
added the perfect balance of fun and work in 2 dif ferent overseas
locations in the same year – well done Col Fred Whichelo for his
persistence in getting us both trips. 

Limavady Det, commanded by Capt Billy McCaw , excelled as
usual in its UK Ops role continually providing a high quality field
HQ and CST for the many UK Ops exs.  Cpl Patterson provided
an excellent adventure training ex on the mainland and the SSM,
WO2 Les Gamble gripped the cavalry to ensur e the HITLER LINE
parade was as outstanding as always. The Det also won the
Regimental XL Trophy competition – again!  We take this chance
to welcome the new SPSI, SSgt Weatherstone and bid farewell
to Sgt Dugdale on resettlement and SSgt McDougal to 30 Sig
Regt. Belfast Det, commanded by Capt Sam Burgess proved
equally successful with a great Bde FTX and support to Belfast
TA100 events – the admin exs from hell!  The SPSI, SSgt Venni
has been well supported by our R Hamps, R Irish convert WO2
Urwin and this has proved to be an excellent team.

There have been numerous promotions and not for getting the
newly commissioned Capt Billy McCaw , who surprised even
himself by doing so well on the Bde Commissioning Boar d – well
done and well deserved. None of this work would have been as
successful without the usual excellent support fr om the PSAOs,
Capts Rodney Smyth and Trevor Henry equally supported by
the Regular and NRPS staff. My sincere thanks to them for the
perseverance, hardwork and patience. We can look forward now
to overseas adventure training and Op TOSCA training ready for
the Regt’s deployment in 2010.  Finally, our best wishes to
members of the Sqn on various ops overseas and we wish them
all a safe tour.

2(NC) SIGNAL BRIGADE TRADE CAMP - by SSgt Paul McCann

On 31 October 2008, 16 students fr om 40 Sig Regt deployed to
Swynnerton Training Camp in preparation for the 2(NC) Sig Bde
Trade Camp taking place during the period 1 – 9 November 2008.
The Trade Camp was administered by 40 Sig Regt. Trade camp
delivers a compact pr ogram over 9 continuous days for soldiers
from units within 2(NC) Sig Bde.  All Royal Signals TA soldiers
must complete Trade Camp on completion of r ecruit training. The
Camp Co-ordinator, WO2(YofS) D Rudd started proceedings,
closely followed by his 2IC, SSgt L Venni . The trades being
taught were class 3 ICS Op, Techs and Electrician/Drivers.  I
attended the course as I required re-trading as my class 1 RR op
trade is now no longer a recognised trade, so I was to be bor n
again as a ICS op. The 35 operators attending found it strange
having a SSgt as a fellow student.  If I had a pound for every time
I was asked, “What are you doing here?”, I would be a richer
man.  The course was most enjoyable and enriching with all the
knowledge that Ops, Techs and EDs must know to complete their
tasks.  

If only they knew that time spent in recce when choosing wher e to put
your earth spike is seldom wasted and the entire camp wouldn’ t have

lost power!
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CO Lt Col TJS Allen
RSM WO1(RSM) P Joyce

47 (MIDDLESEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj MPN Smith TD
SSM WO2(SSM) M Gilfrin

ANNUAL CAMP 2008

Packed with great enthusiasm and a whole plethora of CS95,
Mess Kits, Suits, civvies, sports gear and AT kit we trundled out
of Uxbridge TA Centre in our Project Tithonous Land Rovers at
around 1100hrs on Saturday 6 September and headed down the
M4 towards South West Wales and the start of Ex PHOENIX
ENDEVOUR, Annual Camp 2008.  Seven hours (and a whole host
of localised civilian RTAs, road closures and diversions) later, our
merry band finally appeared at the gates of Castlemartin Camp.
After wandering around the camp for the next 2 hours wishfully
hoping for a mobile signal, we headed to the bar for a couple of
beers before having an early night ahead of Sunday’s fun-packed
programme.

The fun started at 0630hrs.  The ‘O’ did not stand for ‘Oh my god
it’s early’, but ‘Oh my god it’ s aerobics’.  With WO2 Keeble at the
helm and with music supplied by the newly arrived P A Tp, we
moved effortlessly for the next 45 mins to the sound of the Pet
Shop Boys!  The situation did impr ove somewhat once we
realised that a collocated Unit’ s PT involved a 4 mile run around
our position.  After an excellent br eakfast, we all formed up
resplendent in our freshly pressed and polished kit and awaited
the CO’s parade, opening address and Regimental photo.  The
parade proceeded without a hitch.  The CO’ s initial address lifted
the spirits of the four Sqns as he emphasised that the str ong
Royal Signals ethos should always be upheld, yet done so with
the usual Yeomanry flair and panache!  There were smiles all
round in the Regimental photo.

Next up, came the Drill Competition and Sqn thanks go to the OC
and SSM for not taking part and to the SQMS, SSgt Gary
Cheshir e and the SPSI, SSgt Dave Stedman , for keeping the
Sqn in order; resuIt a resounding victory for 47.  After the initial ex
briefing from Happy, Grumpy, Sleepy, Bashful, Sneezy, Dopey
and Doc, we adjourned to the sports field for the inter -Sqn
competition.  An after noon of fun and frolics began.  No sooner
had they begun when the OC was ambulanced of f the field of
play after falling on the SPSI, during a highly competitive game of
5-a-side frisbee.  However, 5 mins later, karma was restored
when LCpl Danni Bagnoli , whilst laughing at the aforementioned
incident, also summoned the ambulance after a disagr eement
with a ‘pot-hole’.  Despite her oic performances from Sig Peter
Briton and Sig Atoi Br own in the “Ski jumps”; Cpl Paul Messett
and LCpl Caz Bar nfield in “The Maze” and the SPSI for
hospitalising 2 more of the opposition, the Sqn came a highly
respectable 4th in the competition.  Following dinner it was time
for Cpl Manoj Gandhi to regale the ORs with a quiz loosely
based on General Knowledge and for the SNCOs to beat the
Officers in an invitation games night.

Monday morning started with the Sqn poised like the pr overbial
coiled spring – bags of aggr ession ready to be unleashed on the
Holy Grail that is adventurous training.  The choices of climbing,
mountain biking, clay pigeon shooting, coasteering and walking
the Pembrokeshire Coastal Path whetted the imagination.  LCpl
Larner led a group of eager mountain bikers along a 40 mile tour
of the Welsh hedgerows and the SPSI led the climbing team in to
the MIDAN.  The 16 man expedition arrived at the challenging Tor
where 14 Sig Regt’s instructors were waiting with 6 sets of
climbing gear.  Four hours later and with the abseiling just about

to start, the Sqn roving patrol led by the PSAO, Capt David
Gibson arrived.  Much to the merriment of the climbers the Sqn
OC, crutches in hand, limped in a close second, with Capt Barry
James of 70 Sig Sqn coming in a distant 3r d.  It had been a long
day for the roving patrol as they had already battled the Flanders
Brawdy Clay Pigeon massacre and a large ploughman’s but they
had come through it much wiser.  

Despite the challenges of the day, the Sqn prepared itself
thoroughly for the All Ranks Function that evening.  Commencing
with a BBQ, ‘The Regiment’s Got Talent‘ evening truly started
with a splendid performance fr om 70 Sig Sqn, giving a This is
Your Life skit of the outgoing CO, Lt Col Craig T allents .  Not
wanting to be outdone by such a performance, the 47 Sig Sqn
opted for a 3 pr onged attack.  First, Sig Br own warmed up the
crowd with an unusual stand up r outine. Second, after a Keith
Richar ds-esque solo rif f by Cpl Manoj Gandhi , the remainder of
the Sqn joined in to the tune of immortal Ben E King classic,
‘Stand By Me’.  Last and certainly by no means least, Sig Briton
amazed us all with his stunt cycling skills – jumping a very
nervous Regimental hierarchy was no mean feat.  Although
further desperate attempts at humour came fr om the other Sqns,
the entertainment was effectively over and a long day drew to a
close! 

Tuesday morning resonated to the sounds of much shouting; a
sure fire indication that all is well.  As 60 of the Regt’ s
combatants departed into deepest darkest W ales for adventurous
training, the 20 operators that r emained waved them a fond
farewell, about turned and headed for the vehicle park and the
pre-requisite PACEX.  With Ex GRIFFIN FOCUS on the immediate
horizon, the focus for the day was naturally on the PACEX.  Cpls
Gandhi and Messett as well as LCpls Bagnoli and Barnfield
were tasked with preparing the Sqns CST, AGV and FFR under
the watchful eye of the Sqn PSI (Tech) Sgt Lee Elliott .  After the
rectification of a few ‘administrative’ err ors, the merry band was
ready for a full comms check.  Little did they know that the
comms check would continue for the next 2 days.  Not to be
daunted by such an issue, the concurr ent activity of establishing
the Ops Room proceeded at full pace.  After surviving the
horizontal rain of the vehicle park and with the light fading, the
operators returned just in time to welcome home the intr epid
heroes after they had braved a second day in the untamed
wilderness that is Wales.  Far from being exhausted Cpl Messett
led the ORs to their evening study session, where they were
educated in the dark arts of Operations in the UK and TA Current
and Future Operations.

With the end of the gruelling adventur ous training package, the
Sqn moved on to the military training phase.  For all those who
were not conducting comms training, an inter esting 2-day range
and concurrent activity ex commenced.  W eapons were drawn,
‘prep’d’ for battle and the zer oing commenced.  Several hours
later, when all participants wer e ready, the competition began.  

The result being almost a foregone conclusion, Cpl Gandhi , with
age and experience on his side came out a deserved winner – all
hail the Regt’s Top Shot.  Not only did the Bde Comd visit during
this testing period but he was on hand to watch Cpl Gandhi , Cpl
Messett , Sig Br own and Sig Briton in full scream during the
Bayonet Training.  The horizontal rain and gale force winds
ensured that their cries of attack wer e given an even more
harrowing and eerie sound.  Needless to say the 4 erstwhile
banshees were not so vocal later on in the day – “a good r esult
all round” LCpl Bar nfield was heard to mutter.  As the ORs
retired to the comfortable surr oundings of the public houses of
nearby Pembroke, the Officers and SNCOs of the Sqn joined their
colleagues to dine out the CO and dine in the RSM.  After the
previous evening’s events, it was refreshing as only SW Wales

71st (YEOMANR Y) SIGNAL REGIMENT
BEXLEYHEA TH
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can be, to be back out on the training ar ea for the CO’s Cup
Competition first thing in the mor ning.  The Sqn formed up on the
parade square and was eager to move to its first objective.
Spirits were buoyed by the visit of the Sqn Hon Col, Col Grocott
who duly braved the elements to watch the Sqn in action.  As
impressed as he was with the Sqn’s ability over the Assault
Course; on the NavEx; the Barrel Lift and the Object Retrieval, it
was not enough to pr opel the Sqn past an overall 3rd place in the
CO’s Cup.  However, that night it was back home for the Sqn
Smoker which was a well organised and unequivocal success.

With the fun and games of the first week well and truly over ,
earning our trade pay was now the or der of the day; Ex GRIFFIN
FOCUS was upon us.  The Ops Room was manned, the vehicles
lined up and we were ready to deploy.  A newly arrived Cpl
Justine Sorbie took the first shift, ably aided by LCpl Bar nfield
and the early hours of Saturday passed with few dramas.   As
daylight approached the intensity of the ex gr ew steadily, Op
BARDIC SURGE, Op HORSESHOE EXPRESSand Op
HORSESHOE ODOURwere in full swing with Op HORSESHOE
BARNARD coming on line. 

All the Bde’s assets were being activated while we remained
prepared sitting tight in sunny Castlemartin.  The r emainder of the
day passed by with incr eased activity all over the UK, but not
even a sniff for the Regt – then it happened.  Poor comms meant
VTC or ERAS did not function and Sharepoint was only a twinkle
in the Yeoman’s eye.  

After all that careful preparation and planning, it was time to up
sticks and move to our back up location.  The OC Sqn, SSM and
half of Regt Ops hopped in to a minibus and descended on T y
Llewellyn TA Centre in Cardiff.  A Yeoman and Foreman’s dream
later and we were in a state of the art comms facility and r eady to
deploy detachments out on the gr ound.  First out the door was
Cpl Sorbie in the CST.  Her tasking was simple – provide a rear
link Comms Suite for 1 Arty Bde HQ in STANTA.  Duly obliging
and happy to return to England, Cpl Sorbie , LCpl Bagnoli et al
put their feet to the floor and hotfooted it the 11 hours to Norfolk.
Upon arrival an eagle-eyed Cpl Sorbie immediately noticed a
fully tactical deployed field HQ.  “Mmmm” she thought, “and
there was me toId not to pack cam nets, cam poles etc”.  

However, the Sqn PSAO had been cunningly deployed in
advance to smooth over any such issues.  Welcomed in by 1 Arty
Bde and subsequently enveloped in their hive, the Sqn comms
team set to work.  With the Gunners not used to having such a
facility as a phone, fax or access to the RLI in the field, the Sqn
were inundated with tasks until EndEx was called.

Hot on the heels of Cpl Sorbie’ s crew, Cpl Gandhi , LCpl
Barnfield and Sig Briton were also on their way to Norfolk.  With
Sig Br own and Sig Hitesh Mehta being deployed to Car diff to
provide HF comms for RHQ, all Sqn comms assets wer e now on
the ground.  Only SSgt Stedman , Sgt Elliott and the SQMS
remained in camp. Over the next couple of days, as all deployed
personnel adjusted to the pace of life in a shift patter n and their

insides were steadily being eroded by the ef fects of Menu G, the
PSAO was earning his keep.  Billets were found, scof f was laid on
and comms tests initiated.  Following the final day of the ex, we
collapsed the network, packed up our equipment and headed
home at our pre-determined convoy timing.  After hosting the
entire Regt for the rest evening and receiving hard earned
accolades such as Top Soldier, Sig Br own , Best at Drill and Top
Shot, we packed away the comms kit, cleaned our rifles and took
our green baggy skins home.

68 (IC&CY) SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj JA Evans
SSM WO2(SSM) S P Healey

LORD MAYOR’S SHOW 08 - by Capt C Barker

Amongst many other events in the busy calendar of the Sqn, one
of the key fixtures is the Lord Mayor’s Show.  The only TA Unit
with a mounted role, the Sqn has proudly ridden in the Show
from time immemorial.  Following weeks of early mor ning riding

and rehearsals with the Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment
(HCMR) and under the watchful eye of their Riding Master and
Corporal Major, the riding det was passed of f as fit to ride on
Saturday 1 November 08.

Following an early morning parade on the day of the Show, the
det made their way to Knightsbridge Barracks in full anticipation
of a long day in the saddle – many wearing the obligatory padded
breeches!  In conjunction with many of the other TA Units taking
part the det entered into the TA100 theme for this year’s show,
with a selection of the riders dr essed in 18th and 19th Century
period costume.  Thanks go to Maj Gar eth Blythe (LONDIST
TA100 Projects Officer) for organising this TA100 element of the
parade.

Under the command of Capt Christian Barker the riders,
including 5 Officers, 8 ORs and 4 members of the First Aid
Nursing Yeomanry (FANY), made their way through the city to the
starting point.  The parade winds thr ough the City of London,
past the Guild Hall and Mansion House befor e riding past the
new Lord Mayor of London, wher e the det executed a well
rehearsed salute.

Following a brief break for lunch and liquid refreshment, the ride
continued in the after noon coming to an end at appr oximately
1500hrs.  One of the most enjoyable experiences of the event
was riding unescorted up the Mall past Buckingham Palace to the
constant clicking of the thousands of tourist cameras and
applause from members of the public.

Final thanks must also go to Maj Dickie W aygood , Riding Master
of the HCMR who retires this year after a long and successful
career.  Maj Waygood has been instrumental in organising and
training the ICCY Riding Detachment for many a year and will be
sadly missed.

The Riding Detachment
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70 (ESSEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj JM Picton
SSM WO2 R Pieper

After a busy first 6 months of the year, the tempo has not
decreased much with Sqn and Regimental exs.  August saw 3
members of the Essex Yeomanry deploy on Ex MIDNIGHT SUN.
These were Capt Kirk Humphries , Sgt Richar d Marsh and Cpl
Ross Nugent . The 3 deployed to Greenland on the first phase of
the Ex.  Sgt Richar d Marsh and Cpl Ross Nugent took part in
the mountaineering phase and had an excellent time while
deployed in Greenland.  Capt Kirk Humphries assisted the BT
ERT with the maintenance and operation of the comms network
in the fjord and back to the UK.  Their time in Gr eenland went
very quickly and the intrepid adventurers had to return to the UK
sadly all too soon.

ANNUAL CAMP 2008

Annual Camp 2008 saw the Sqn rising for early morning PT on
the western tip of Wales along with the rest of the Regt, to be
greeted by a spandex clad WO2 Ade Keeble leading aerobics to
hits from the 80’s, broadcast by PA Tp!  A week of adventurous
training and range work then followed. During the r egimental
sports competition our new PSI Tech, Sgt Denis Long managed
to break his leg while playing 5-a-side football!  

The Bde FTX took place on the second week of camp wher e the
Essex Yeomanry found itself in support of Op PRANZO, a Bde led
odyssey that over the next 8 days was to carry both Sqn and
Regt assets across the length and breadth of the country . Our
furthest deployment was to Otterbur n in search of the Royal
Artillery who were enjoying a very pleasant fully tactical ex.  As
soon as the Royal Artillery realised they hadn’t been rumbled by
the enemy, LCpl Honychur ch’s det was placed in a covert
location, a good 1km away , and was rapidly open for business
conducting inter operability trials with a Lanwar d det from 31 Sig
Regt. Whilst the dets were out enjoying the fresh air, RCP71 was
based in Cardiff TAC. The Essex Yeomanry Ops team had the
privilege of being on the night shift with exclusive access to the
SharePoint intranet blog site. All in all, camp pr oved an excellent
opportunity to get the kit out into the field for a pr olonged period
and for all to brush up on their skills! 

EXERCISE LONDON RESPONDER - by Sgt Ian Brazier

At 0800hrs on Monday 29 September 08, Cpl Ross Nugent and
Sgt Ian Brazier arrived at RHQ, Bexleyheath ready to spend the
next 5 days on Ex LONDON RESPONDER providing comms to
LONDIST.  As we both stood outside getting our personal kit
squared away, we both agreed that this would be an eye opening
experience working as part of the overall Reebok det, something
neither of us had done before. We were based at Wellington
Barracks in central London and although Reebok was new to us,
we both soon got into the r oles comfortably, Cpl Ross Nugent
providing technical support with myself acting as one of the 2
shift commanders.  Once intr oduced to our liaison of ficer, we
soon started to get into the r outine. As the ex tempo incr eased
and more people arrived, we were soon awash with Majs, Cols
and even a Gen.  

The main Ops room was laid out with a lar ge bird table with the
senior officers and representatives from all the armed services
and blue light services managing the scenario; extensive flooding
of the South of England.  Our role was then to maintain the
comms capability ensuring all voice and data comms 24 hours a
day for the duration of the ex. The Reebok cr ew consisted of
about 12 people, who worked well together under testing
conditions and had to work consistently to a high standar d even
when the requests seemed unusual.  It was possible to find
yourself at 0300hrs in the morning fighting to stay awake one
minute, then running around the next, trying to patch 20 phone
lines because they had all been turned off! By the end of week,
the ex drew to a close with the London flood disaster evaded and
the Reebok crew having performed well, I felt like we had all

learnt from the week and were lucky to get the opportunity to
take part.

ESSEX TA100 AND REMEMBRANCE P ARADE.

The Essex Yeomanry took part in the TA100 parade and
celebrations on Saturday 4 October 08, providing a marching
contingent of 27 soldiers and the Guidon party lead by WO1 Paul
Humphr eys with Sgts Ian Brazier and Richie Marsh .  Following
the parade a reception was held at the Chelmsfor d TA Centre.

On Sunday 9 November 08, the Essex Yeomanry took part in the
Remembrance Service in Chelmsford with Maj Julian Picton
acting as Parade Comd.  Congratulations ar e extended to Sig
‘James’ Br own for receiving the ‘Most Impr oved Signaller’ award
from the Essex Yeomanry Association.

CO 71 (YEOMANRY) SIGNAL REGIMENT VISIT TO
CHELMSFORD TA CENTRE

The new CO, Lt Col TJS Allen visited the Sqn on a Tuesday drill
night during November.  After being monopolised by the OC, Maj
Julian Picton and 2IC, Capt Kirk Humphries for most of the
evening, the remainder of the Sqn was introduced to Lt Col Allen
in the bar.  Investigations are still under way to confirm if it was
the PSAO who ate all the sandwiches….

AND FINALLY …..

Congratulations to Sgt Jack Stabler for recently completing his
PT Instructors course, we hope to see this put to good use. We
say goodbye to our PSI Tech, Sgt Steve Slaughter on his recent
posting from the Sqn and welcome in his place Sgt Denis Long ,

Mr Jerry Warmsley, Essex Yeomanry Association Signals Branch,
presents Sig Brown with the ‘Most Improved Signaller’ award

Lt Col T Allen speaking with some of the newer recruits to the
Squadron
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we wish him all the best for his time with us.  Congratulations to
Capt Jim Swain on his success at LECB and his recent
commissioning, also to Capt Rawden Leigh on his recent
promotion from Lt to Capt.  Also to Sgt Ian Braizer , LCpl Will
Day and LCpl Vennesa Way on their promotions, all of which ar e
thoroughly deserved. Sadly we have to say goodbye to
WO2(SSM) David ‘Sam’ Liddle who has decided to leave the
Sqn, we wish him all the best and thank him for his time and
commitment over the years.  Stepping forwar d for a second tour,
SSgt Richar d Kim Pieper has been appointed as SSM, a task
which he will no doubt conduct with his normal gusto.

265 (KENT COUNTY & LONDON YEOMANR Y) SUPPORT
SQUADRON

OC Maj SP Palmer
SSM WO2(SSM) A Keeble

Following the deployment on Annual Camp, the Sqn settled back
into the pre-Christmas training routine of military and trade
training. October saw the Sqn deploy to Longmoor Camp to
conduct Ex SHARP BOUNTY 2, the second of the Sqn MATT
weekends for this current training year. WO2 (SSM) Ade Keeble ,
Sgt Jacky Morse and Cpl Pete Alsop put the Sqn through their
paces in the Respirator Testing Facility; SSgt Stu Ridgwell
conducted the BCD Training, WO2 Keeble provided the Land
Navigation test and LCpl Crane found time to run a CFT in the
evening. Those members of the Sqn who attended the first MA TT
weekend in May were bussed off to Barton Stacey ranges to test
their personal weapon skills under the watchful eye of Capt Andy
Church. The end of October saw some members of the Sqn put
their physical skills to the test and take part in the Endurance
Training Leader Course. The course is designed to allow non PTIs
to take soldiers out for steady state running. WO2 Pauline
Frampton , PTWO LONDIST, kindly offered to run the course at
Bexleyheath. Capt Sean W ardle, Sgt Andy Hursey , Sgt Mark
Pearce, LCpl Wayne Ede and LCpl Jonathan Moor e
successfully completed the course. 

November brought its traditional Remembrance Service and a
chance to honour those who lost their lives in the line of duty .
Again this year proved especially poignant with former
Sharpshooter Cpl Sean Reeve mortally wounded in Afghanistan
in June. The end of November saw Capt Sean W ardle conduct
the first of many planned Team Medic courses. Four members of
the Sqn joined with their Regular Army counterparts for 3 days
down at Mereworth Woods.  Luckily they wer e able to travel back
to the TA Centre each night and stay there without the need to
rough out in Mereworth.  Given the fact that it snowed quite
heavily on the last day of the course everyone was glad for this
small comfort. WO2 Keeble , SSgt Tony Eastley , Sgt Georgie
Keogh and Sig Pippa Horton spent 3 days learning about Care
Under Fire drills, the correct procedure for using the Combat
Application Tourniquet and the importance of sending a MIST
report in 20 secs. Capt Wardle’s excellent instruction ensured
that these 4 were successful in qualifying as Team Medics after a
very long final assessment day. The Sqn is currently preparing for
its traditional Christmas ex, Ex SHARP SANTA. This is a trade

training and military skills based field ex but ther e may be a few
alcoholic beverages served in the evening as well. 

On the mobilisation and demobilisation fr ont, Cpl Jef f Porter
returned from a 6 month tour in Kosovo while SSgt Kev Young ,
Cpl Br ett Harries and LCpl Jim Sutton started their pre-
deployment training for a tour of duty in Afghanistan. W e wish
them a safe and successful time.  Adventur e training has taken a
back seat recently but this dr ought was successfully ended by Ex
SALTY PHOENIX, a sailing expedition run under the guidance of
Capt Terry Hackett.  We also have our annual skiing trip in
January and the Sqn is also currently preparing a Mountain Biking
day across the South Downs in March. The Sqn is continually
expanding and the New Year promises to be a busier time than
ever for both military and special to arm training. The Sqn looks
forward to the challenges that 2009 is sur e to bring. 

LONDON DISTRICT – FOOTBALL (TA) CHALLENGE CUP
FINAL

Every year 71 Sig Regt meets 31 Sig Regt at some stage of the
LONDIST football Challenge Cup competition for what is always a
well contested match.  This year both teams took well ear ned
places in the final; 71 Sig Regt having beaten 151 Tpt Sqn RLC
and 31 Sig Regt having triumphed over last season’s cup holders,
37 Sig Regt. The competition, held at Woolwich garrison on
Sunday 30 November 08, kicked of f at 1030hrs in the presence of
Comd 2(NC) Sig Bde, Brig DA Hargr eaves.  As Bde Comd of the
two Regts taking part, Brig Hargr eaves kindly presented the
medals and trophies at the conclusion of the har d fought Cup
Final. Both teams were confident, yet 30 minutes befor e kick off,
71 Sig Regt received phone calls from key players informing team
player/manager WO2 ‘Adi’ Escritt that they were unable to turn
up following an attack of “man flu”.  This meant that the team
could only field the 11 players pr esent at the start of play. Cpl
Tim McGuckin was given the Captain’s arm band in what was
his final match before leaving the Army. The match started at a
fast pace with the Yeomanry having the majority of possession,
closing down their opposition quickly and giving them very little
time on the ball.  The first chance to alter the scor e sheet fell
within 5 mins of the start with 71 gaining a fr ee kick
approximately 30 yards out.  A good delivery fr om Sgt Mark
Pearce on to the chest of WO2 Escritt who pushed it on into the
path of Cpl McGuckin , whose shot passed just wide of the City
of London’s goal.

The pressure continued and was eventually rewarded with a goal
in the 20th minute from a direct free kick taken by Sgt Mark
Pearce against the full stretch of the 31 Regt’s goalkeeper.  71
were in full control and had by now been close on a number of
occasions.  They entered half time holding on to a comfortable 1
– 0 lead. 

The second half saw the City of London attack with guns blazing
allowing them to take contr ol in the middle of the park.  However ,
the Yeomanry were prepared and defended gallantly against no
less than 16 corner kicks within the first 20 mins of the half.  31Sig Horton gets expert instruction

The winning team from 71 Sig Regt
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Sig Regt were unable to break their way through the well
disciplined defence and midfield. Although the defensive back 4
had approximately 180 years of experience between them, they
were a match for anything sent their way.  At the 75th minute, 31
were awarded a penalty which was subsequently saved by the
outstanding 71 Regt’s goalkeeper, Sig Paul Marshall who stood
his ground well.  Thirty five minutes into the second half and a

cool finish from WO2 Keeble saw the Yeomanry extend their lead
to 2 – 0.  A continued strong effort to get back in the game tested
the strong defence in midfield of Cpl McGuckin , Sgt Dean
Forsyth , WO2 Ross Menzies and Sgt Dean Smith . The game
ended 2 – 0 with players retiring to the pavilion for a well ear ned
lunch and presentation.  This victory now sees 71 Sig Regt
progress to the National competition.

NEWS FROM THE SQUADRONS

1 MECHANIZED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND 
SIGNAL SQUADRON (215)

TIDWORTH

OC Maj RDW Rumsey
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Watts

NATIONAL ARBORETUM VISIT - by LCpl Howland

On 5th November members of the Sqn climbed aboar d coaches
destined for the National Memorial Arbor etum in Staffordshire.
After the initial and inevitable head counts and the “be on your
best behavior” speeches, we wer e on our way.  Three Films, one
Burger King and all of our issue ‘death pack’ lunches later , we
arrived at the Arboretum, where I think its fair to say, all were
impressed by the size and layout of the whole site. After de-
busing, cigarette and toilet br eaks, we were met by a member of
the Arboretum staff, who then guided us thr ough into the site
church where we were given a brief history of how the Arbor etum
came about, what happens ther e, how they are funded, and
explained that it is a central site within Gr eat Britain where people
can come to remember the fallen from conflicts past and pr esent.

We were then escorted through the memorial grounds, up to the
main focal point of the whole Arbor etum, the Armed Forces
Memorial, which contains the names of 16,000 men and women
killed on duty since the end of the Second W orld War engraved
on its walls. The sheer size and grandeur of the memorial had me
and many others speechless and walking around the Memorial
and seeing all those names was a very humbling experience. We
were then given time to walk around and see the rest of the
Arboretum ourselves where many people walked around paying
their own respects.  Many visited the Far East Prisoners of War
Building, where some 55,000 names are projected continuously in
alphabetical order.  With photographs, original artifacts and diary
extracts, the full horrors of being a Far East prisoner are starkly
brought to light. The day was coming to a close and the time had

come to board the coaches for departur e to sunny Tidworth, we
were all aboard the coaches, head counts done, but it was soon
discovered we were missing Cpl ‘Jim’ Davidson and Cpl ‘Tez’
Hedges . Upon investigation it was soon discover ed they were
both deep in conversation with a V eteran and seemed in no hurry
to leave.  Hopefully they weren’t boring him with their stories!

POPPY APPEAL - by Sig Daugreilh

As I put on my No 2 dress and made the final adjustments on my
medal and belt, I felt extremely proud of what I was about to do
(the fact that I was getting the after noon off work helped a little as
well!) With Cpl ‘Winkie’ Thompson in tow, we set off to offer
poppies outside the Tesco superstore in Salisbury for the Poppy
Appeal.  The Sqn volunteered members to collect for charity for
the Royal British Legion, after they gave a presentation to us their
work.  This was for the whole of Remembrance Week and as
such a large number of the Sqn took part. Our shift started on a
Thursday at lunchtime and we were to stay outside Tesco until
1600hrs until we were relieved by another 2 who would be taking
over for the evening shift.  There were many people who gave
extremely generously to the charity and one or two even gave
significant contributions without even taking a poppy , as they
were already wearing one. On that day alone we managed to
raise almost £1,500!   

The shift was broken up with watching Cpl Thompson
attempting to bring back some br ews whilst sliding around Tesco
in his ammo boots, showing the grace of a drunken ice skater .
On the last day the Squadron OC, Maj Rich Rumsey , and
WO1(RSM) Watts kindly offered to cover the late night Friday
shift.  Overall, thanks to the generosity of the people of Salisbury ,
the Sqn managed to collect £3,899.57 for a much deserving
cause and hopefully we will get the opportunity to do the same
next year to beat this figur e.

CORPORALS MESS FUNCTION HMS W ARRIOR 
- by Cpl Vince REME

Not long after being posted to 215 Sig Sqn, I was called in and
asked to arrange the final Corporals Mess function – ther e were
no premises and no plans but plenty of funds!  The only
stipulations were that it had to be outside the Garrison, black tie
and a memorable occasion to boot.  This seemed like a tall or der.

After scouting around several venues the vote was put to the
Mess and HMS Warrior was the outright winner, especially for
LCpl ‘Lianne’ Knott and the other female members of the Sqn as
this was a good excuse to go out clothes shopping, not that they
needed any excuse! We made our way down to HM Dockyar ds,
Portsmouth where we were piped onto the ship and usher ed with
our guests, Maj Rich Rumsey , Maj Chris Kidd and WO1(RSM)
Watts to the bow wher e we had our Mess photo with the
photographer nearly falling overboard in the process of climbing
the rigging to get the r equired perspective for the pictur e.  After

Members of the Squadron at the Royal Signals Memorial at the
Arboretum
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the reception drinks, ther e was a tour of the ship to see what
working on a battleship would have been like in 1860; this was
mightily impressive irrespective of the fact that her guns wer e
never fired in anger.  Cpl ‘Billy’ Bedfor d was to be heard
commenting that the Sqn wasn’ t a bad place to work in
comparison! Mr Vice, LCpl Catson , felt right at home in his high
chair with baby cutlery during the meal and even managed to say
the right thing at the right time, which is a first.  W e had a
thoroughly enjoyable evening which I’m sure will remain in the
memories of all those who attended for a very long time to come.   

TIDWORTH 10KM CHARITY RUN - by Sgt Jones

The Tidworth 10km is a Charity Fun run/race where all monies
raised go to the ‘Stars Appeal’ which is the fundraising arm of the
Salisbury District Hospital.  All the pr ofits go towar ds building a
new children’s ward and an intensive care unit, which serves
Tidworth Garrison which liees within its catchment ar ea.  The race
is now in its 4th year and gets bigger every time which is always
a challenge for the Sqn as we are the lead military unit
responsible for organising it.

After being tasked to plan the r oute, naturally the highest and
steepest hills were on the agenda; Sidbury Hill, the highest point
on Salisbury Plain Training Area was a natural choice.  Now a
celebrity was needed and things wher e looking desperate and it
was getting to the point wher e I was going to ask Sgt ‘Ridders’
Ridley to don white coveralls and a white helmet and act as ‘The
STIG’.  However, The British Olympic Committee saved the day
and Josh W est , the Olympic Silver Medallist in the Rowing kindly
offered to help start the Race.  With the parachute display team
booked, all that was left was to build the admin ar ea and mark
the routes.  This fell to the Tps within Sqn under my watchful eye. 

With over 1,000 competitors arriving in cars the Sqn MT did a
fantastic job in organising parking.  The markers deployed
wearing suitably warm clothing trying to hide their MP3 Players
from the OC’s and RSM’s ever keen eyes.  The 3km fun run
started first and then the 10km.  With some r eal racing snakes in
the crowd, it was obvious ther e was going to be a very fast time.
The lead vehicle was briefed and SSgt ‘Chris’ Deal set off 100m
ahead of the lead runner, so he couldn’ t slipstream.  Only half an
hour of waiting befor e the lead vehicle came back in with Sgt
‘Smudger’ Smith not far behind crossing the line in 34mins a
clear 3 mins in front of 2nd place.  The rear vehicle finally came in
after 2 hrs and the race was finally over for another year.

As we go to print the final tally of monies raised has not been
totalled but it is hoped to raise over £50,000 which is nearly
£20,000 more than last year, with everyone in agreement that the
Sqn had organised a marvellous event.  Next stop the 2012
Olympics for the Sqn to or ganise!

LS&GC PRESENTATION - by SSgt McDonnell

The WOs and Sgts Mess of 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (215)
hosted the SOinC(A) and the CRSM on the auspicious occasion
but slightly unusual LS&GC presentation to the RSM, WO1 ‘De
De’ Watts .  The presentation got underway with the OC Maj
Rumsey reading a colourful citation on the r ecipient, who over
his career has spent a great deal of time in exotic locations
before finally coming to a bump in sunny Tidworth.  Once the
presentation and photographs wer e concluded our honour ed
guests socialised with the Sqn Of ficers and SNCOs, enjoying the
good food and beer pr ovided.

JUNIORS V SENIORS CHRISTMAS FOOTBALL MA TCH
- by LCpl Robertson

The annual Christmas football match went ahead on a fr ozen
pitch, with the seniors fir ed up to avenge the 3 – 2 defeat of last
year.  The game started brightly with some fantastic ‘lump it and
hope for the best’ football.  The junior ranks team spurr ed on by
their coach Cpl ‘Johnny’ Hayes started to get into their stride.
They took the lead with the first goal of LCpl ‘Robbo’
Robertson’ s hat-trick and this was soon followed by his second
moments later.  Sig ‘Gav’ Pr offit then raced through to make it 3

Members of the Cpls’ Mess on board HMS W arrior

Sig Lunn strikes a pose

WO1(RSM) ‘De De’ Watts receives his LS&GC medal
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and just before halftime the hat-trick was completed helped by
some shocking attempts at goalkeeping by SSgt ‘Andy’ W alker .  

Changes were made at halftime to give the less experienced
players ago and to give the seniors a chance.  Sadly for the
seniors, the second half carried on in the same vein with a
penalty from Sig Green. LCpl ‘Steaders’ Steadman then made
it 6 with LCpl ‘Gaz’ Donnelly scoring the goal of the game with a
great chip to make it 7.  Chances wer e now coming thick and fast
and Sig ‘Brian’ Timoney scored from a free kick to take the
score to 8 – 0.  It could and should have been a lot worse for the
seniors, with the main culprit LCpl Catson missing a one on one
with the goal keeper, after taking on 6 players from inside his own
half.  With the seniors now being ridiculed fr om the side lines,
WO2(YofS) Greg Cox taking most of the abuse, the juniors wer e
rocked by a last minute consolation strike by Sgt ‘Jona’ Jones
which made the final scor e 8 – 1.  Man of the match went to Sig
‘Dan’ Carter who had a great game at the centre of defence.
Donkey could have gone to any of the senior players but was
eventually given to Sig ‘Ray’ Dowson who was mainly at fault for
the seniors’ one and only goal.  After a pr esentation from the OC,
we headed off to the cookhouse for the junior ranks Christmas
dinner and amazingly, no food fight!  It was a gr eat day enjoyed
by everyone – well maybe not by the senior ranks! 

CORPS CONVENTION GERMANY - by Sgt Mike Ridley

On 18 November 08, a select band of WOs and SNCOs left
Tidworth for the jour ney to Elmpt.  The RSM had put together a
tight programme of events in order to allow the Convention to be
fully appreciated  Of course nothing was left to chance, however
surely a MOD90 and passport check by the RSM befor e leaving
Tidworth was a bit excessive?  Seemingly not, it became
apparent that Sgt Stu Mead had left his at home under his
mattress, with his money.  After a bit of banter on the minibus the
convoy was of f and running.  The ferry journey to Calais went
without a hitch but befor e leaving the ferry, SSgt Deal and Sgt
Moran were caught out by deciding ther e was plenty of time to
squeeze in a last minute Titanic moment at the pointy end.  On
descending to exit the ferry they wer e greeted at the parking
decks by an empty space – not a single vehicle left!  Not scar ed

however they requested to be shown the foot passengers exit
from the ferry – there wasn’t one!  Subsequently, they were forced
to bribe the ferry staf f to escort them of f.  Now firmly in mainland
Europe the band of merry men caught up with some much
needed rest after the rigours of the ferry cr ossing.  Arriving in
Elmpt without further ado it was straight to sleep.  SSgt Cecil
certainly wasn’t scared at this and it was the RSM who eventually
detached him from the comfort blanket in time for the Christmas
shopping trip the next mor ning.  Roermond was the order of the
day.  With the credit crunch however, there were plenty of
bargains to be had and the euros were being spent wisely.  SSgt
Si Upcraft found all the shopping thirsty work and was keen to
wet his appetite with a dr op of the finest Dutch Pils – this started
a trend however and he was swiftly joined by the RSM and SSgt
Cecil and later by the remainder of the gang; SSgt McDonnell ,
Mead and Sgt George Callander . The extremely worthwhile
cultural visit was rounded off back at the WOs and Sgts Mess
with the Germany v England match.  Sgt ‘Ridders’ Ridley then
had ‘a moment’ and thought he was watching Exeter City; he was
chanting merrily before it was pointed out that the match was in
fact an International not Sunday League!  

The following day consisted of either a cultural visit or a r ound of
golf at Elmpt’s fine course.  The golfers all turned up dressed like
Tiger Woods, with one exception.  The Antiques Roadshow has
expressed an interest in some of the more unusual clubs that
‘Ridders’ had in his golf tube.  Some expert caddying by ‘Fat
Tony’ was amongst the highlights of a hilarious day .  It transpired
that the RSM triumphed despite being run close by ‘ Ridders ’.
Still, at least we escaped with our car eers – just!  The convention
saw a day of excellent speakers with masses of information to
absorb bringing us all back up to speed on all things to do with
the Corps.  Next was the photograph.  W ell done to Sgt Ian
Smith for managing to squeeze in some Fartlek training befor e he
was due to line up – now that’ s dedication!  The meal itself was a
triumph of organisation; the food was excellent with some brilliant
individual performances from the band.  We would like to thank
all at 7 Sig Regt for hosting us and particularly WO2(SSM) John
Love and his committee for all of their ef forts in making us feel
welcome and for making the Convention the success it was.
Count me in for next year.

2 (CITY OF DUNDEE) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

DUNDEE
OC Maj B Williams

ANNUAL CAMP 2008, 30 AUGUST TO 13 SEPTEMBER 2008

The Sqn left Newman House, our TA Centre in Mid Craigie Road,
Dundee on the morning of 30 August and travelled to Warcop,
Cumbria, where we arrived
later that afternoon. We had
good accommodation in the
old farm house and barn at
Moorhouse Farm. There were
good, interesting ranges with
varied shoots, including
moving targets etc.  Target
indication and 9mm pistol
shooting were practised as
well as 5.56mm APWTs.  HF
Dets went out locally on the
Warcop Training Estate and in
the south of England.  HF
comms were established and
Airwave terminals were used
extensively, in transit and
around the training area. 

The Low Frequency Fallback
Broadcast (LFFB) assets were
deployed. The Aerostat was

inflated, launched and recovered twice and the overall system
was proven once again. Gusting winds in some very wet weather
highlighted the dif ficulty of handling the Aerostat in such extreme
conditions. The consistently wet weather made the ranges and
other activities more of a challenge than usual but all ranks
worked hard to make the most of the opportunities pr esented

and gained benefit from all
the training activities on
offer. 

Everyone enjoyed the varied
and interesting range
package, supervised by the
2IC with the help of the
SSM, SSgt Dave Honeyman
and SSgt Andy King , who
on the penultimate evening
at Warcop, also
demonstrated his ‘skills’ as a
stand-up comedian with a
rich line in ‘earthy humour’; a
kind of west-country Billy
Connolly , if such a thing can
be imagined.  Other groups
provided sketches featuring
various entirely fictional
personalities bearing no
relationship to any realSig Grieve in the foreground showing the size of the Aerostat!



THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2009 43

person or persons, particularly US Navy Meteor ologists. All 3
sects were allocated an evening of command tasks. This allowed
various members of the Sqn to demonstrate leadership,
teamwork, communication, balancing and gr oping skills – and
socks. 

Food was provided centrally from the main kitchens at Warcop
Training Camp and served in the dining room at Moorhouse Farm
or delivered to the ranges or LFFB site as required. “Dave’s Bar”
was set up in the upper floor of the Moorhouse Farm bar n
complex, providing opportunities for socialising and additional
exercise on Sgt Kev McLean’ s Wii. During Camp, we enjoyed
visits from the SOinC (A) accompanied by the Corps RSM and
also, on separate occasions, by Comd 2(NC) Sig Bde and CVHQ
who outlined the opportunities available to join an op tour to
Kosovo. 

Local police closed the A66 at just after br eakfast on the final day
of our stay at Moorhouse farm to let each packet get out fr om the
location. All ranks returned to Dundee safely to start the much
loved turn around of vehicles and equipment.  W arcop, more
specifically Moorhouse Farm, pr oved to be an excellent base for
a Sqn of our size.  The Warcop Training Estate has excellent,
varied ranges and good training areas nearby, as well as an area
suitable for the deployment of the LFFB. 

“These are not just socks, these are 2 Sig Sqn socks” – essential
attire for any command task The SOinC(A), Brig Flint with Maj Williams standing in front of the

Aerostat

7 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND 
SIGNAL SQUADRON (207)

BERGEN - HOHNE

OC Maj Andy Gr eenfield
RSM WO1(RSM) Frank Gr eenwood

OPS TEAM - by Yeoman Green

In the light of the current op tempo, ther e has been an uplift in
staff work being pr oduced from within the confines of the J6
Office.  WO2(YofS) Brooker has been busying himself away
preparing his handover notes and ensuring that the obligatory
Christmas Hat and desk Christmas tr ee are close to hand for the
20 Armd Bde YofS.  In conjunction with this, Capt Peers has
been spending the majority of his time in the gym, sculpting his
muscles and refusing to pick up the gauntlet laid down by both
Capts McNelis and McMillan for smashing it out to the fence
run.  It is worth mentioning that the slightly older YofS Br ooker
did destroy the 2IC on the aforementioned fence run. However at
this phase of the tour and due to the pr ecise and efficient roll out
of the Bowman Plan, SSgt(YofS) Green had to lend his talents
and expertise to other J6 depts. This was done via a tactical
deployment on the gr ound to conduct some essential r ecces,
including the crypto facilities in the Baghdad Support Unit and
the TCW Det located in Balad.  The expeditions were fraught with
precarious challenges and unlimited dangers – the main one
being whether he could manage to eat 2 scoops of Baskin
Robbins ice cream, a large cookie and a Pecan Pie Surprise!  Due
to his diligent and dedicated appr oach, these challenges were
met and even surpassed. 

Back in the COB work continued as normal, moving fr om one
ritual to another as the fear of change started to settle back in.
WO2(FofS) Avery had decided to alter the monotony by adopting
a new training regime to sculpt his body to give him a figur e like
James Bond.  This was achieved by a rigorous training schedule

and the large consumption of a pr oduct called ‘My Pr otein’ which
ended up with him gaining a larger chest and glossy hair.  It also
has to be mentioned that Maj Gr eenfield took a career swan
back to the Royal School of Signals in Blandfor d to inform the
SOinC(A) that we (me) as a Bde are supporting his ultimate vision. 

On a serious note, the Ops team have been busy making final
preparatory arrangements to the strategic and tactical comms
plans before the pleasantly awaited HO/TO with 200 Sig Sqn.  We
have been fully committed in our support of the SOinC(A)’ s vision
of embedding Royal Signals Operators within the Inf BGs via the
use of a Rear Link Det operator.  This has worked to great effect
and allowed some of our operators the opportunity to gain some
ground level infantry skills, while passing on a br oader base of
knowledge on non-or ganic CIS systems and Bowman.  Alongside
this the Foreman in conjunction with Cpl Kennealy has been
flooding the AO with their brain child, the Bowman Operating Box
(BOB) to support smaller scaled deployed Ops Rooms.  

EUPHRATES TROOP 

RADCON - by Cpl Lawson

October has been and gone with little happening.  Ther e have
been a few new faces joining us for the last part of the tour: Sig
Dennison straight from the factory and Sig Timms from 16 Sig
Regt, who has just come back fr om Afghanistan and then straight
out here – treat yourself!  LCpl Nixon is standing in for LCpl
MacDonald taking the Iraqi Army through their basic training.
LCpl Grice deployed to Basra Palace for the second time to
relieve a rather bewildered LCpl Rutherfor d.  SSgt ‘Smudge’
Smith has gone back to Germany, meaning that ChOps is very
lonely now.  Sgt ‘Bullet’ Beerling has redeployed to Blandfor d
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with his ‘Man bag’ and willingly handed over the r eins of Radcon
to Cpl Lawson .  Sig ‘Taff’ Hopkins has taken over from Cpl Lee
and from what we have heard is finding it remarkably hard to
decipher the ‘mythical jockenese’.  On the ARF, LCpl ‘Jock’
Sutherland has found the indent left in the mattr ess by Sig
Hopkins rather too comfortable!  Life is starting to slow down
here compared to the pace of life when we first arrived but
people’s morale is starting to lift as mor e and more Iron Fists are
being seen around the COB.  We are all looking forward to getting
back to Germany, seeing our families and friends and fixing our
sights on the Sqn Christmas function and the fancy dr ess and
go-karting.  Hopefully we will all come back r efreshed from POTL
and seeing what 207 Sig Sqn have to throw at us in the training
year of 2009.  In the mean time Capt McMillan can be found in
his office testing the durability of Army Issue camp beds. 

MILITARY SERVICES DESK - by Cpl Acton

When I first arrived at the desk, I was under the impr ession that
they had spent the last 4 months sitting ar ound, watching TV and
enjoying 3 days off after every 6 worked and I honestly thought it
was a bit of an easy ride.  How wr ong I was, the role of the desk
is that it is always busy. As the focal point for all comms faults
within MND(SE) and apparently things that aren’t technically
classed as faults!  Although we do sit in fr ont of a large 46 inch
LCD TV, it is only used to monitor the r eception quality of the
BFBS Signal – honest! 

There have been a few changes of personalities in the last few
months, with the loss of LCpl ‘Audr ey’ Grinter , who was well
known for her filing abilities (utilizing the bur n bin) and the arrival
of LCpl Thomas , who having exhausted the majority of his
tour sleeping in the Tech Workshops has apparently
managed to gain a lot of knowledge of the systems used in
theatre. This according to him is being used to our
advantage – by him updating all our notes r eady for the
handover.  The old and bold veterans of the desk, who ar e
just closing up to their 6 month point, LCpl Worledge and
LCpl Grave are well and truly looking forwar d to getting
home.  The countdown has already made its appearance on
the board with constant r eminders on the ‘desk’.  LCpl ‘Big
Tommo’ Thomson has been digging out blind with the
VTCs and along with SSgt Tye arranged an emotional VTC
between the school childr en at Fallingbostel’s Heide school
and some of the parents out in theatre, which was
appreciated by all those involved. 

COMCEN - by Cpl Collins

It has been another busy couple of months for the Comcen
with Cpl Curtis surviving the delights of Safwan Hill and
Sig Philitoga finishing off his mammoth R&R but relieved
with the eventual birth of his baby .  A few were let loose
behind the wheel of the new SV for a day of fams, which
was a nice breath of fresh air!  LCpl Just went on the last
R&R plot and had to be dragged kicking and scr eaming to
the Airhead, he just loves Comcen so much, it’ s scary!  Cpl ‘Ski’
Latusek went off on his CLM, treat yourself, while Cpl Curtis and
Sig Hymas looked forward to short touring and going back to
Germany to do the H licence course.  By November the Comcen
was into minimal manning but still pr ogressing on with the
installation of new equipment and a few stints in Radcon.  I
believe everyone has enjoyed themselves here, apart from LCpl
Docherty who never wants to wear a head set again – dry your
eyes love you’re a CS Op now!

JOCS CELL - by Cpl Smith

For the last part of the tour, the JOCs cell have been plodding
along doing their bit for the race home but we  have managed to
get a few deployments in!  LCpl ‘Claymor e’ Clayton got on the
ground again to help a distr essed officer use his Dial-up JOCS
equipment.  While he was jollying around the AO, Cpl
Sidor owicz , Cpl Hodson and Cpl Smith held the fort at home.
With a new addition to the Cell, Sig Timms , a budding CS Engr
who came from Radcon to learn a few tricks of the trade.  Cpl

Morton also joined us from KSF CIS Tp in the hunt for a TELIC
medal!

DIV AND BDE WORKSHOPS - by LCpl Bourne

Div Tech workshops have been hard at work.  After finding our
feet through working all the hours in every camp in the COB, we
have forged ahead with integrating new capabilities into the Ops
Room ISTAR feeds. This involved organising the antenna farm
sited on the roof of Div HQ and the resilience link that hasn’t
been in, due to Cpl McKechnie taking the only spare working
VSAT to the BaOC!  Through the second half of the tour we have
had fewer meal times interrupted with P1 faults as the Of ficers
are just about becoming competent with their ‘tour toys’.
However, the old favourite of kicking out the plug of someone
else’s station still remains. It is believed that a third world war was
averted when it was decided to r elocate Cpl Felicien back to
Blandford!

TIGRIS TROOP - by Cpl Jones

For the remaining third of the tour little has changed in the day to
day running of the Tp.  Plenty of people have had the chance to
get out of the COB.  Safwan Hill has been well utilised by various
members of the Tp and some people do not want to come back
– weird!  In the COB the Tp have been beasted, stagging on,
maintaining the Bulldogs and constantly setting up Fwd HQs until
the boss was finally happy.  Lt Wells and SSgt Wedge have
actually been putting in some long hours in pr eparation of the
handover to 20 Bde, it only took them 6 months to discover what
hard work is!

Along the way we have found time for some social occasions.
Cpl Coatsworth organised a fantastic sports day for the Sqn.
This involved volleyball and football competitions, as well as the
chance to throw water balloons at the seniors whilst enjoying a
BBQ – good stuff!  Needless to say that the mighty Tigris Tp won
all the competitions and Cpl Simpson proudly collected the
trophy from the OC.  Not to be out done, Cpl Collins from
Euphrates Tp organised a brains and brawn evening that involved
various mental challenges and command tasks.  On this occasion
we did not fare so well as the MT took the win, however it still
has yet to be discovered how they managed to win the brains
part?

Sgt Buckle and Sig ‘Junior’ Lowery have joined us for the final
part of the tour.  Straight from the factory, Sig Lowery spent the
first few weeks in a state of shock but he soon settled into life in
the Tp and was whizzing around the AO on several helicopter
trips.  We also say a sad farewell to SSgt Wedge who is posted
on promotion to 16 Sig Regt.  Good luck in your new G4 r ole and
you know you will miss us r eally!! 

SSgt Wedge and Cpl Simpson with the singer Hayley Westenra
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COB SUPPORT MT - by LCpl Stevenson

As the tour is drawing to a close, life in the MT is still in the fast
lane.  Sgt Timmerman and Sgt Todd are still dealing with the
draw down of vehicles and the arrival of mor e While Fleet into
theatre.  Sgt Todd has been handing over the position of Gr een
Fleet manager to Cpl Wood as he finally got the security
clearance for the job he came out here to do! Sgt Vaughan is
now all smiles as he can swan off to Cyprus for a couple of
weeks as liaison officer during the decompr ession phase of the
tour, sounds like a bit of a skive to me. 

Although most of us within the MT haven’ t left the surroundings
of the COB, we did mange to get 2 lads, Sig Connon and Sig
Monaghan out on the ground in the Armoured Land Cruisers with
some VIPs – we think Basra will never be the same again after
seeing the size of Sig Connon’ s head.  Within the MT we have
also been keeping a high level of fitness, with the MTWO, WO2
Fraser and LCpl ‘Bobby’ Coatsworth making sure we are at the
gate at 0600hrs ready for that nice gentle 10km run. 

Lately a number of people have been located elsewhere.  SSgt
Law went off to KSF for 2 days to take over as MT senior down
there.  We have honestly not missed him telling everyone how big
his muscles are and how good looking he is (not!).  Sig Cassels
was sent back to Safwan Hill to stag on for another few weeks,
lucky him.  We took on LCpl Mawhinney from Tigris Tp to help
with the Cat C licence.  Little did we know how much his head
would swell, after only being with us a couple of days he thought

he was the best driver on the COB and the r est
of the MT would never live up to his
expectations.  As the tour appr oached to a close
we started to send a few people back.  Sig
Monaghan and Sig Walker went to complete a
new UST course for the exs planned for next
year.  No doubt they will be having a beer and
thinking of us grafting back her e!  With going
home in clear site, we are preparing for our
decompression phase, chilling on the beach and
having a well earned few beers.  

LAD - by LCpl Carter

207 Sig Sqn COB support LAD are keeping busy
with the fact that ther e are only 2 weeks to go till
the end of tour.  We are currently preparing the
LAD to ensure that the handover to 20 Armd
Bde runs smoothly and ef ficiently. The LAD is
also contemplating the move between our

current location to the Bulk Fuel Installation compound so that
the buildings in and around the LAD can be handed back over to
the Iraqis.  AQMS Lawr ence is determined that the LAD is in
immaculate order ready for his handover to WO2 Gardener .  The
COB support Gene Bay is also prepping for handover and are
completing as much work as possible.  LCpl Carter is keeping
the lads busy and running the Gene Bay like clockwork and is
already prepared for his handover to the EDs of 20 Armd Bde. 

Working hard at the Shat Al Arab Hotel

The banana boat

OC Maj IR Hargr eaves
RSM WO1 A Morris

Back into the swing of things, the Sqn have been busy on
numerous courses and exs, plus we have still managed to
participate in some sporting events.  

ASSAULT PIONEERING AT 261 SIGNAL SQUADRON
- by Cpl Smith

The Comd 11 Lt Bde deemed it necessary that 261 Sig Sqn
would form an Asslt Pioneer Sect in pr eparation for Op HERRICK
11.  The chosen personnel would be required to attend courses
at the home of battlefield engineering, Gibraltar Barracks.  Sigs
and LCpls would attend the basic Asslt Pioneer Course with Cpls
and above also attending the Asslt Pioneer Section Comds
Course. SSgt ‘Chipper’ Sherlock and Cpl ‘Rory’ Smith recently
attended the latter of these as the first Royal Signals soldiers to
do so. As this was an Inf command course, it was understood
that it was not going to be ‘a walk in the park.’  Even so, the

course was enjoyable and lots of new skills wer e learned.  These
included field fortifications, demolitions, explosive method of
entry (EMO), mine field breaching and mine laying. The Sqn will
soon have all the trained personnel required to form the new sect
as there has not been a shortage of volunteers.

ARMY BENCH PRESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 2008 - by Cpl Love

Cpl Love was doing his normal workout in the gym when he
noticed an advert for the Army Bench Pr ess Championships.
With only a month until the competition he thought he would have
to get a move on with his training!  The mor ning of the
competition saw him up very early and attending a weigh-in to
determine his weight division.  Weighing in at 103kg saw him in
the 100-110kg category.  With only 3 lifts in the whole
competition, Cpl Love had to make an educated guess as to
what he could lift.  Starting at r oughly 1.5 times his own weight,
he successfully lifted 150 kg and so moved up to 155 kg.  His
attempt at this weight saw him unable to lift on his first attempr
but with an almighty sur ge of power he managed to lift it on his

11 LIGHT BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (261)

ALDERSHOT
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last stab, thus seeing him crowned Army Bench Press Champion
of 2008.  After his great success Cpl Love can now be found
spending all his spare time in the gym in preparation for next
year’s competition in or der for him to retain his title!!

10 MILE ARMY STEEPLECHASE CHAMPIONSHIPS – 15
NOVEMBER - by LCpl Mansell

On 15 November 2008 a small number of soldiers from 261 Sig
Sqn descended on Tidworth Garrison to compete in the Army 10
Mile Steeplechase Championships.  The event distance was split
into 2 laps; 1 lap of 5 miles for the females and 2 laps for the
males.  The route was made up of various obstacles and water
ditches spaced r ound the route for runners to scramble over,
wade through or indeed on some occasions swim thr ough.  The
event appeared to be mainly uphill for some r eason, with many of
the obstacles being 3 or 4 feet high at times; little did they know
the route was designed for horses! On completion, 12 painful
souls hobbled back to the minibus to get changed into something
a little less wet and cold befor e the presentation took place.  All
the effort did not go to waste.  The female team finished a close
2nd, being only 2 points behind the winner , while the male team
won the Minor Units Competitions.  Individual r esults saw Capt
Evans finish 5th and Lt Morris win the female individual event
and LCpl Tuppen finishing in 3rd place.  Well done to all that
took part, especially the gr eat minibus driver, Cpl Knights !

ROYAL SIGNALS CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS, 19
NOVEMBER - by LCpl Mansell

A week after the victory in the Army Steeplechase, 261 Sign Sqn
runners saw themselves competing again in the Royal Signals
Inter-Unit Cross Country Championships.  Unfortunately due to
illness and work commitments, the female team wer e unable to
compete but the male team wer e raring to go!  The course was
less arduous and shorter than the pr evious race, thus it was a
walk in the park for the team! The male team finished a very
creditable third in the Minor Units category – well done again to
all that took part.  

ROYAL SIGNALS FOOTBALL 7s TOURNAMENT - by Sig Stell

At 0600hrs on 9 October, a few select members of 261 Sig Sqn
departed on their jour ney to the Royal Signals Football 7s
tournament, held this year at 7 Sig Regt, Elmpt station, Germany.

After crossing the channel via the Dover-Calais ferrym they
carried on their journey across Belgium, Holland and into
Germany.  This proved to be a long leg with them encountering
major traffic on more than one occasion.  Finally on the evening
of the 9th, they arrived exhausted at JHQ.  The next mor ning
everyone was raring to go, ready to take on the biggest and the
best.  As soon as they arrived at Elmpt station, disaster struck,
LCpl Fitz Okoye had decided boots and shin pads wer e not a
requirement for a football tour nament and was swiftly sent to the
accommodation block to borr ow the kit required. Before their first
game, under the tutelage of the manager SSgt Andy Howe , the
team was told positions and tactics for the forth coming games.
From there, they took to the field led out by the captain Cpl
‘Tibbs’ Tibbetts .  The team started brightly but lack of
preparation soon shone through as 261 were defeated 2 – 0,
thanks partly to a penalty given away by the keeper Sig Ashley
Pechey , for which he also got a booking.  Things got a little
better in the second game, only losing 1 – 0.  

The next game saw a change in tactics, which pr oved a good
idea as 261 went on to defeat 16 Sig Regt 1 – 0.  This was thanks
to a well taken goal by LCpl Eddy Edmunds .  This victory came
at a price as Sig Gilly Gilling , was forced to retire injured after a
50/50 challenge left him worse of f.  He was replaced by Sig
Jamie ‘Heels’ Bray .  He soon showed his skills. Nearly every
time he was passed the ball by our keeper, he decided it would
be a good idea to contr ol the ball with his heels and so give the
ball to the opposition.  261 wer e full of hope reaching the plate
stage as all they had to do was avoid defeat to 21 Sig Regt.  With
everyone playing well, especially the rock in defence Sgt ‘Richie’

Phillips , they set about the task.  Everyone remained upbeat
going into the second half only 1 – 0 down, positive they could
turn things round and at least earn a draw.  This proved not to
be, as the referee gave a penalty that never was to the
opposition, much to LCpl Fitz Okoye’ s dismay.  So for the
second time Sig Pechey had to face a penalty.  Unfortunately the
penalty was too good and 261 crashed out of the tour nament.
The only solace was the fact that the team went out to the
eventual winners of the plate.

A little down but pr oud of what the team had achieved the team
switched their minds to the next task at hand; team drink.  This
proved to be the session they all needed after a hard day’s
battling.  Well done to all those who took part.

EXERCISE GRAND PRIX 4, BATTLEGROUP SUPPORT
- by Cpl Martin

On 4 November, 10 members of the mighty 261 Sig Sqn
deployed to Kenya intent on pr oviding valuable support to the 3
Rifles BG.  They were also tasked with sorting 7½ tonnes of
freight and building the HICON complex r eady for the rest of the
Sqn and Bde staff arriving.  One of the Sqn tasks was to ensure
that comms could be pr ovided from the particularly challenging
HICON and FOB locations. 

The first recce went out and went well until Sig Gaz Donegan
decided he was out of practice and executed a perfect triple
barrel roll with one of the British Army Training Unit Kenya
(BATUK) FFRs, promptly scoring a measly 4.0 fr om Cpl Sean
McCarthy in the passenger seat.  The second recce saw the
team having a close encounter with a lion wher e Cpl Col Martin
grabbed his camera and gave chase on foot, only to be r eminded
by Cpl Scott De-Ger nier that lions eat people.  An early
deployment occurr ed when LCpl John Globe and Sig Ian Butler
were ripped from our clutches and thr own out into the unknown

HICON from a distance

Cpl Martin ensuring the Comms Recce was going to plan
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on the illustrious Motor ola Rebro. As the ex phase got closer and
SSgt Tom Sherlock wondered if he was actually going to have a
job in Kenya; good news came and he was moved fr om Range
Safety staff to BATSIM team, which suited him down to the
groundm, as he got to blow things up.  Meanwhile, Cpl Martin
and Cpl De-Ger nier formed a Fire Marker Team with Capt T-A of
the HCR, as the observer controller.  After only marking one lot of
fire, Cpl De-Ger nier assumed the role of chief driver and Cpl

Martin got in B Coy’s faces with the camera on the gr ound for
evidence for the After Action Reviews.  After the ex phase came a
few days R&R on safari, riding on top of a minibus watching the
local wildlife, a little less scary than the downtown Aldershot
variety.  Then we had a few days in Nairobi chilling out around the
pool, collecting photos for Facebook and the flight back to
Blighty in time for tea on 9 December, courtesy of good old Air
France.

16 AIR ASSAUL T BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND 
SIGNAL SQUADRON (216)

COLCHESTER

OC Maj AR Fawcett
RSM WO1(RSM) MA Br own

EXERCISE JUMPING ALTSHAUSEN - by Capt Harris

Eleven members of 216 Sig Sqn and a US Army exchange officer
met up early on an October Saturday morning to depart to
Germany for an ex with the German SF Signals.  To start the ex
we would be parachuting in, using the German parachute, for this
we would be awarded the German Parachute Wings. As everyone
had arrived with ex kit and plenty of civilian clothes for the week,
we soon realised that the 15 seater minibus was going to be a
tight squeeze; but after packing and r epacking a few times, we
set off for Dover to catch the ferry and then moved by r oad to
Elmpt Station, where we spent the night.  We then continued
south through Germany to Calw (pronounced ‘Calf ’) to the home
of Kommando Spezialkräfte (KSK), the SF Signals.  We were met
on arrival with a Weissbier, a German white beer, which would be
the first of many for the week.  The next day we began the
training and preparation for the ex ahead but befor e which we
competed for the coveted German Sports Badge.  Although
seemingly insignificant at the time, this badge became the sour ce
of a lot of competition and banter .  To be awarded the badge you
have to pass certain track, field and swimming events including
Shot Putt, Long Jump, 400m sprint, 3000m run and 200m
swimming.  Unfortunately even wearing his PTI t-shirt didn’ t help
Cpl Jim Mackie , as he failed both the 400m and Shot Putt and
Sig Chris Farr ell failed the Shot Putt, better luck next year lads.

In the run up to the ex we practised abseiling and r ock climbing
and got to grips with the German rifle (G36) and the Machine Gun
(MG3) all of which would be used on the ex.  Before the ex began
however, we visited Volksfest, the second biggest beer festival in
the world after Oktoberfest in Munich, wher e we had a couple
more beers and tried to join in with the German drinking songs.

On the Wednesday, we set off for the airfield where we were
given our German parachutes and rations.  We got our kit ready
and waited for nightfall at which point we hooked on our kit and
waddled out to the plane.  The first stick that jumped included

both Capt Harris and Maj Clabur n, the US Army officer, and the
whole stick ended up in the tr ees just off the Drop Zone.
Unfortunately Maj Clabur n ended up quite badly injur ed and
Capt Harris ended up strung up in the tr ees and had to be
rescued by the German Fire Service, much to the amusement of
the rest of the lads.  Everyone else landed safely and continued
on the ex, which consisted of f tabbing and patr olling over the
Bavarian hills for the next 48 hrs and carrying out an abseil
descent and river crossing, as well as completing a ‘special’
obstacle course at the end.  During the tab, the language barrier
became a slight issue as on a couple of occasions we wer e told
1500m to go only to be told an hour later that ther e was still
1500m to go, but apart fr om this the ex went well.  Once ENDEX
was called we were presented our German wings by the German
CO, Lt Col Englert , in front of the coy and given the traditional
cry of the German Airborne ‘Glück Ab’ thr ee times, this loosely
translates to ‘Luck Down’ and is said befor e all parachute
descents. 

After returning to camp we exchanged souvenirs with our German
comrades including some cor n schnapps that Sig Rob Harper
swapped for a t-shirt, we wer e then treated to a Bavarian
breakfast which included sausages, pr etzels and obviously, a
Weissbier.  

OC’s CHALLENGE - Cpl ‘Jim’ Mackie

To introduce a break from the normal Football or Rugby match
where Juniors and Seniors passionately battle it out against each
other for victory and as a build up towar ds the festive season,
members of 216 Sig Sqn took part in a challenge that included a
selection of gruelling exs personally picked out by the sadistic
PTIs of the Sqn.  A challenge put together to cr eate a very testing
indoor circuit, a circuit designed to br eak even the fittest of
airborne warriors.  Instead of the usual Sqn athletes that take part
in competitions, every individual was put thr ough their paces from
every dept in a timed effort to gain results to distinguish the best
individual at ages under 30, 30 to 35 and over 35s.  The results
could also give us the best overall Tp and mor e importantly the
winner between Juniors and Seniors 2008.

All the Sqn PTIs came together in preparation for the event in
order for it to be a success on the day . The day kicked off with
the traditional gunfire wakeup call lead by the RSM, WO1 Mick
Brown , while the PTIs got on with the task of applying the
finishing touches.  Everyone then paraded at the gym for an
opening brief and then the fun and games began.  Rumours that
the circuit was going to be buckshee wer e soon quashed by the
blood sweat and tears shed by SHQ who started of f the event.
With people struggling to make the grade on the Heaves and
completely avoiding the r ope climb, it was soon r ealised by all
that this was going to become a mammoth ef fort.  With the
proceedings coming to an end and the stragglers filtering thr ough
it had become appar ent that everyone had put in an outstanding
effort, also proven by the amount of sick that had accumulated
outside the Gym.  Although the cir cuit was incredibly arduous it
was thoroughly enjoyed by all with the addition of LCpl ‘Faz’
Farrell , LCpl ‘Rob’ Harper and Sig ‘Scr eamer’ Douglas adding
a touch of the silly season, dressed up for the occasion.

Cpl Stopforth tries his hand at abseiling
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With anticipation and nerves running wild the eagerly awaiting
Sqn were given the results of the event by Cpl Steel .  Sgt ‘Lee’
Fraser took the result for best individual under 30, SSgt ‘Curly’
Watts took the age category between 30 to 35 and Capt Coates
put in an outstanding ef fort and took the best individual over 35.
The overall best troop fell to MT Tp with Bravo just missing out
with 2nd place.  The overall winners between Juniors and
Officers/Seniors was taken by the old sweats leaving the Juniors
red in the face. The event overall was a success and to complete
the day’s events, despite winning the OC’s Challenge, the Officers
and Seniors had the privilege of serving up a festive feast to be
enjoyed by all the Juniors.

ARMY BENCH PRESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 2008 
- by SSgt P Robertson

On 19 November, SSgt ‘Robbo’ Robertson , Cpl ‘Bartez’
Dunseith , LCpl ‘Faz’ Farigu , LCpl ‘Perky’ Perkins and Sig
‘Danny’ Briscoe deployed to Rock Barracks in W oodbridge to
participate in the Army Bench Pr ess Championships.  The day
started early with the Sig Sqn team leaving at 0700hrs to get
there in time to enter the competition. Nerves wer e showing in a
couple of the lads, especially Cpl Dunseith who continued to
repeat that he had not done enough training for the competition –
“Dry your eyes mate” was the r eply from the other members of
the team.

Once we all arrived it was time to go for the weigh-in, so we all
got undressed to our underpants and stepped on the scales to
get our weights recorded and put into our categories.  LCpl
Farigu was seen wearing a pair of Y fronts and they were brown
in colour, he took some stick for them to be fair .  The event
started at 1100hrs with the lighter categories going first and
finishing around 1400hrs with the heavier lads completing their
lifts.  We were quickly briefed that ther e were 10 places up for
grabs in the Army Powerlifting team for the 10 str ongest men and
that there would be a trip to the USA to r epresent the British
Army some time in March. All the team members came in the top
5 of their categories and SSgt Robertson won his category and
the overall event with a lift of 162.5kgs.  

MINOR UNIT’S CROSS COUNTR Y - by Sig Swithenbank

The Sqn’s Cross Country Team was urgently recruited on the
afternoon of 18 November by our Team Captain, LCpl Campbell .
With an early o’clock start on the next day we left Merville
Barracks at an ungodly 0500hrs in order to make it to Blandfor d
in time for the race brief. On arrival at a cold and windy
Blandford, it soon became appar ent when other units started
turning up that we looked particularly under equipped for the
event, with the majority of competitors kitted out with pr oper
cross country spikes and pr ofessional running attire but with true
Airborne spirit we did not let this faze us and we got on with the
task in hand. After the race brief was given, it was with some
reluctance that we took ourselves up to the start line, questioning
our sanity if this was really a good idea especially just after our 4
weeks Post Operational Tour Leave.  However, after we
congregated on the start line our confidence was buoyed by our
new OC, Maj Fawcett , who wished us good luck and pr omised
to meet us all as we crossed the line.

As the claxon sounded for the start of the race, immediately the
mad dash to get in fr ont began and on the first ascent of chalk
hill my thoughts went to the pain I would be suf fering for the next
6 miles or so.  By the time I had finished my first lap I was
nursing a stitch that I believe would kill a normal human being

Sig Farrell entering into the festive spirit

LCpl Harper perhaps regretting the fancy dress option?

Sqn Bench Press team
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and with the lovely aroma of the sewage works in my lungs, I
drove on to my 2nd lap and now within sight of the finish line at
the cricket pavilion I was suf fering with the Travilator effect; that is
my legs were moving but I did not seem to be covering much
ground.  Congratulations all round however as we were presented
the Minor Units Male Cup, which was accepted by our T eam
Captain LCpl Campbell . 

With a new found interest in the sport we boar ded the minibus for
the long journey back to Colchester, and now we look forwar d to
competing in the 5 Div League and actually train for the events
that are coming.  Thank you to everyone at Blandfor d for
organising and running a great event – we will be back next year
to hopefully retain the silverware.  Congratulations to all team
members Cpl Steel , LCpls Campbell and Nelson and Sigs
Mercer , Keogh and Swithenbank .  A special mention as well
goes to Sig Mercer who was the first Sqn member home, in a
time of 39 mins 04 secs.

OC’s LEAVING FUNCTION - by Sgt Lancaster

As the Sqn OC, Maj Anderton-Br own was leaving on promotion
to Lt Col, a leaving function was or ganised for him by SSgt
Doogle Porter .  All the Sqn Officers and SNCOs met up early on
14 October wearing their scruf fiest clothes to spend the mor ning
paint balling.  It was organised through ex-Sqn RSM Carl
Weaver , at a farm complex on the out skirts of Colchester .  

On arrival we were given a thorough safety briefing via video,
detailing all the rules for the day.  Despite this detailed brief the
majority of the rules were broken, with the main of fenders being
the young Sqn Officers.  The battles we fought wer e staged in
various settings from a heavily wooded area with fortified
positions to open fields with either hay bails or disused air craft to
use as cover.  As the day wore on it became apparent that some
of the weapons issued to us wer e not as effective as others, this
was rectified by some, most notably by the QM, Capt Coates,
who by paying for an up graded rifle that was not only much
more accurate, but a darn site more powerful, as several of us on
the opposing team can testify to.   Every one had an excellent
time with only a few complaints about being shot in the back,
again it was mainly the young Officers giving and receiving on
this account.  Upon r eturning to camp everyone had a wash and
brush up, whilst comparing bloody welts and made their way over
to the Warrant Officers and Sergeants mess for a Blue Cloth
lunch, where we had an excellent meal, whilst recounting the
funnier moments from the morning activities.  Once we had
eaten, those about to leave the Sqn which included the OC, the

Ops Offr Capt Burnett and Sgt ‘Bomber’ Lancaster , gave their
leaving speeches.  This was then followed by entertainment
provided by Mr Vice for the evening Sgt ‘Mike’ Atherton, who
managed to avoid any heckling by keeping us all in a state of
bemused amusement, all wondering wher e on earth it was all
leading.  Once the meal was completed we all r etired to the bar
and finished off what was a very enjoyable day.     

EXERCISE DRAGON EXPLORER - Sig Turner
On the 16 Nov 08, a select number of soldiers fr om 216
(Parachute) Signal Squadron departed on adventur e training to
Capel Curig in North Wales.  The brief outlined a weeks worth of
activities, from kayaking and canoeing, to hill walking and r ock
climbing.  However, the brief did not mention the weather!
Stepping of f the bus, the lads were hit with the typical cold, wet
weather, synonymous with Wales in the winter.  However, this
didn’ t stop the lads fr om having fun.  Before long we were getting
to grips with canoeing and kayaking, although some of us never
really managed to do anything other than go r ound in a big circle!  
Fortunately we were all better at rock climbing, with Sig Mulchay
making some dif ficult climbs look easy and in Sgt Springett’ s
case, some easy climbs look dif ficult!  Fortunately the climbing
wall at Indefatigable ATC was available for our use and so on
days when the weather really came in, we were still able to get a
good days climbing.  This was extr emely beneficial as it allowed
us to learn the correct techniques without the worry of being
blown of f the rock face!

After the success of the rock climbing, we moved onto hill
walking.  Little did we know that this wasn’ t just going to be hill
walking.  We arrived at the bottom of a lar ge peak to find that our
mission for the day, was to collect a Leeds bus stop sign fr om the
top! Dubbed Op Bus Stop Retriever , the lads set out up the
mountain and after much heartache, managed to r emove the sign
from its concr ete base and return victorious, sign in hand.  This
unlikely activity did draw a few strange looks fr om the locals, as
apparently, 6 blokes carrying a bus stop sign down a mountain, is
not the norm in North Wales!Time spent in the town of Bangor
also provided some much needed r espite from the weather and
gave us a chance for a good catch up, having only r ecently
returned from Herrick 8.  As many of the lads had not seen each
other since the Sqn deployed in Mar 08 this was an excellent
opportunity for everyone to get r eacquainted. The instructors and
facilities provided by Capel Curig ATC were excellent and many
of the lads now hope to r eturn during the summer months, in
order to get some AT qualifications under their belts.  All in all, it
was a good trip and a big thanks, to 2Lt Williams and Sgt
Springett for making it a success.

19 LIGHT BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (209)

CATTERICK

OC Maj JT Downes
RSM WO1(RSM) S Fidler

LEAVING CATTERICK - by Lt Jon Sillito

As of August, 19 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (209) started a new
chapter in their history book in Thiepval Barracks, Lisbur n.  This
brought to an end 15 years of residence for the Sqn at Gaza
Barracks in Catterick Garrison.  The newly re-roled 4 Mech Bde
has taken the on mantle as resident Sig Sqn at Gaza, moving into
a camp which is undergoing significant rebuilding and
improvements to existing facilities.  

In 1993, 19 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn became 19 Mech Bde HQ &
Sig Sqn and in 2005, the Sqn adopted its curr ent title of 19 Lt
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn.  The Sqn has been the Royal Corps
representative at Catterick since the Royal School of Signals
moved to Blandfor d in 1967, 8 Sig Regt (later 11 Sig Regt) fully
moved to Blandfor d in 1994 and Signals basic training was
transferred to Bassingbour ne in 1993.   Unsurprisingly, the unit

has had strong links to the North East, many of our soldiers
hailing from Newcastle, Sunderland and Middlesbr ough.  The Sqn
leaves Catterick with fond memories of the local micr oclimate, the
training area and the nearby Richmond taverns.

EXERCISE PANTHERS CLAW

The nicer weather had arrived, and the time had come for the
Sqn to deploy to sunny Gar elochead, Scotland on Ex PANTHERS
CLAW in order to hone their combat skills prior to OPT AG training
for Op HERRICK 10.  The troops arrived in camp after a tour of
Glasgow’s pristine inner ring road earlier that day.  The ex was
conducted over a 2 week period, with 2 half-Sqn deployments
taking a week each.  The main focus was to refresh live firing
skills and also to complete MATTs concurrent with the range
activities.  The troops started out by being enthusiastically briefed
by SSgt Clarke , who taught all the necessary basics of r eacting
to contacts, ensuring everyone was adequately pr epared for the
upcoming stands.  After being kitted up and r eceiving a top notch
demo from the DS, the troops conducted blank and live firing
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drills, practising everything that had been taught.  Upon
completion, they wer e ordered to neutralise a heavily defended
position.  The troops patrolled along the rolling Scottish
countryside, coming under GPMG fir e before reacting and dealing
with enemy positions encounter ed on the way with all the
aggressiveness and effectiveness expected fr om a first class
fighting force.  This allowed them to pr oceed to the final
objective, a 5 storey building.  This was assaulted expertly by Cpl
Steve Thor nley’s demolition section, equipped with Bangalors,
mouse hole charges and ladders to gain entry to the building
under cover of smoke.  Once inside, the sects pr oceeded to clear
the house expertly using grenades, rifles, noise and plenty of
sweat.  Needless to say, the enemy were all destroyed, and the
cry of “ENDEX” echoed across the battlefield….

MORRISON CUP 2008 - by Cpl Marie Oxley

Bright eyed and bushy tailed, the 19 Lt Bde ‘Massive’ left
Catterick Garrison and headed for Blandfor d.   The team arrived
at their destination a brief 7 hrs later.   It was an uneventful and
early evening as the team prepared for the following day’ s
activities.  Unfortunately, the competitors fr om 19 Lt Bde were not
throwing ‘gurus’ and failed to secur e any of the top spots in the
first day’s field events.  Those frowns were quickly turned upside
down that evening, when the team hit Blandfor d for a few
sherbets and an annual trip to Tiffany’s.   Each competitor was
obviously drinking sensibly, as there was still a day of events to
complete.  The second day of the competition pr oved to be more
successful for the team, collecting various 2nd and 3r d place
slots.  LCpl Ferguson picked up 3rd on the 200m, Lt Hughes
and Lt Sillito both came 3rd on the high jump and Sig Kidson
came 2nd on the 110m hurdles and 3rd on the javelin.   

However, special recommendation must be given to Sig Parsons
on the 400m hurdles.   Having creamed in on the 1st and 4th
hurdles and injuring his knee Sig Parsons carried on and had the
courage to finish the race.  The events concluded with the T ug-
of-War competition, which saw 19 Lt Bde female team pull
against 30 Sig Regt, 1 Div, 10 Sig Regt and 11 Sig Regt.
Unfortunately the competition was too fier ce and 19 Lt Bde only
managed to win against 30 Sig Regt.  In the end, 11 Sig Regt
proved to be unbeatable and won both the female and male
ends.   Overall 19 Lt Bde were joint 3rd in the minor unit
competition and a gr eat day was had by all.  

2 DIV ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS - by Lt Jon Sillito

After our efforts of the Morrison Cup in the sunshine the week
before, the Sqn athletes deployed straight fr om camp to the
Catterick Garrison athletics track.  Spikes wer e definitely
necessary to stay upright on the very slippery surface – those
competing in trainers wer e at a distinctly squeaky disadvantage.
As a result, there were some outstanding wipeouts, cuts, bruises
and grazes.  Competing alongside major units, the Sqn put in a
sterling effort, taking home a hatful of 1st place medals, almost
every competitor winning their event in the minor units.
Unsurprisingly, the Sqn team took home the minor units tr ophy,
beating amongst others, 3 CS Med Regt who surprisingly had
entered as a minor unit.

EXERCISE PANTHER’S PEDAL - by 2Lt Elliot Shale

Ex PANTHER’S PEDAL was the 19 Lt Bde contribution to the
‘Help For Heroes’ (H4H) Bike Ride, a national fundraising event to
raise money for the new rehabilitation suite at Headley Court.
The aim was to cycle to London, participate in the bike ride and
parade on 1 June to raise as much money as possible.  The Sqn
team comprising 2Lt Shale , Cpl Gwilliam , LCpls Unsworth ,
Burgon and Chalmers , Sigs Parsons and Lewis , and WO1
‘Fletch’ Fletcher from Bde HQ, set off from Catterick on their
long journey south.  The route passed through Doncaster,
Grantham and Bassingbourn on the way to central London, with
legs of up to 95 miles per day.  All the riders performed well on a
challenging ex, with LCpl Burgon and Sig Lewis showing an
excellent turn of speed on a regular basis, and WO1 Fletcher
proving to be both exceedingly quick and a maintenance guru.

Despite a number of ‘close’ encounters with members of the
public and LCpl Unsworth proving to be a vehicle magnet, the
team made it.  After negotiating the challenges of cycling in
central London, the group met up with ar ound 1000 other cyclists
near Whitehall for the event itself.  A short service was held in
front of the Cenotaph, led by the team fr om Headley Court, who
had cycled all the way round Northern France on a separate H4H
event.  The riders then proceeded to Horse Guards Parade,
where the CGS made a speech.  In the end, over £1 million was
raised by the event, and the team both enjoyed and challenged
themselves.

ARMY INTER CORPS AND LAND COMMAND CANOE
SLALOM CHAMPIONSHIPS - by LCpl Ritchie Plail

The Army Inter Corps Canoe Slalom Championships were once
again held with great success in Llandysul, south Wales.  A wide
range of units competed thr oughout the week, resulting in some
impressive scores across the board, from those who were
paddling for the first time, right up to veteran paddlers.  The
training and competition took place on the River T eifi, which
despite the time of year, provided a fairly consistent level of
water, enabling everything to run smoothly .  A big thanks to Maj
Pete Francis (AGC),Capt Alex Burt (AGC)and LCpl Dave
Mudge (REME) for organising and running the event.  Roll on the
inter-services!

BG (S) CFX - by LCpl Townley

The Light Dragoons are the Formation Reconnaissance unit of 19
Lt Bde.  The Regt’s CFX was held from the 8 – 14 November. The
Rear Link Detachment (RLD) for the BG consists of Cpl ‘Doc’
Foster , LCpl Glen Carrigan and Sig Rachel Jones (with Sig
Steve Adleigh and LCpl ‘Batch’ Batchelor away on courses).
We were attached to the unit fr om 7 November.  The extra day
was an opportunity for us to ‘meet and gr eet’ our relevant Sqn
hierarchies for Op HERRICK 10.  The Light Dragoons, unlike other
Bns and Regts in the Bde, have never had a RLD with them.
Finding a role for us outside our dir ect employment had pr ovided
food for thought, because of the natur e of the CFX and not
having had an RLD on previous tours.

The CFX started with C Sqn deploying out to FOB Salamanca on
the STANTA training area.  The FOB was a building surrounded
by Hesco and sangars (as close to real life as the ex area/OPTAG
will allow).  My previous tour, HERRICK 6, was in Lashkar Gah.
Compared to the prospect of living in FOB Delhi/Dwyer, Lashkar
Gah seemed like the life of luxury.  With this in mind, I was keen
to soak up the experience and maybe even enjoy as much as I
possibly could. The CFX was run according to serials dictated to
the BGs, Sqns and Coys by OPTAG and provided an ideal
training opportunity for their comds, the tr oops, and our RLD, as
well as the ‘snap tins’ (new boys).  Contacts and IED/Mine strikes
seemed to dominate the day with our skills and drills being
carried out under the watchful eye of the OPTAG team. From a
signals point of view it was good to get amongst and get hands
on the kit, and to listen in and operate on some extr emely busy
nets.  Messages, contacts, and 9 and 10 liners wer e coming at us
thick and fast.

Overall it was a very worthwhile week, albeit with a steep lear ning
curve.  Prior to the ex, I hadn’ t even seen a Scimitar, Sultan,
Spartan or a Samaritan.  I didn’t even know what the Light
Dragoons did on the battlefield.  Suf fice it to say the RLDs are
very happy with who we ar e working with.  England’s ‘northern
cavalry’ are extremely professional, welcoming and hard working.  

BG (C) - by Sig Dawson

I arrived at the Sqn straight from Blandford at the start of a
‘sunny’ October , not quite sure what to expect.  I was awar e the
whole Bde had just moved lock, stock and barr el from Catterick
and on top of this was getting r eady for our upcoming
deployment to Afghanistan.  The Sqn was already in the full
swing of pre-deployment training and the majority of people wer e
away on ranges, courses and briefings and it wasn’ t long before I
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found myself doing the same.  After an All Ranks Brief on Op
HERRICK, I quickly found myself at Blandfor d again, this time on
a PSC 506 course.  Other pre-deployment training will follow at a
fast pace.  Every spare minute is taken up by training in one form
or another and is enjoyable. During the tour, I will be deployed
with BG Central in Gereshk as a Rear Link operator for the
Danish Bn which I am really looking forward to.  I asked to be
posted to this unit and could not be happier with my choice.
During the breaks in training, the social life is good and everyone
gets on well together.  

CFX - by Lt Sillito

The CFX was the last chance for the Sqn to exercise as a stand
alone unit prior to the MRX which will be happening in January
and February 2009.  The main focus was pre-deployment tactical
training that was a level up from that given to us by OPTAG at the
All Ranks Briefing (ARB).

With this Op HERRICK mindset including the donning of Ospr ey
body armour and the carriage of ECM equipment, the location
that was to represent Afghanistan during the summer was
Ballykinler Trg Area.

Anyone who has ever been to ‘Ballybinliner’ will know that the
conditions ther e are not sandy and seldom anything other than
bloody freezing!  It was a little mercy that there was minimal rain
and the only meteorological hardship was the frozen ground that
had to be hand dug when carrying out Op BARMA.

The actual training itself included a few MATTs, a session on
QBOs that proved a real eye opener to the Sigs when they were
hauled up to the front to deliver a set of or ders, an HF comms det
with links to RN ships, a session in a FOB and a cas sim ex.After
this, a 2 day range package to zero every single rifle to SUSAT
was carried out and made possible by the infinite patience the
range staff showed to fir ers, especially the Bde staff.Highlights
included listening to techs use VP, the way desert cam blends
into frozen gorse bushes, LCpl Bradley’ s screaming, frozen
fingers setting of f pressure plates and LCpl Howes’ attempts to
sell a DVD IED to those staging on at the FOB.

EXERCISE GRAND PRIX 2008 - by LCpl Batchelor

On 3 September 2008, 10 personnel from 209 Sig Sqn deployed
to Kenya with 3 Scots BG as part of Ex GRAND PRIX. Led by Cpl
‘Jaime’ Russell we were attached to the Signals Pl to pr ovide
signals support and form a r elationship pending the upcoming
tour of Afghanistan.   We set down in Nairobi Airport and travelled
to British Army Training Unit Kenya (BATUK) where we were
utilised in initialising the Dets.  It was sweltering heat and having
been travelling for  the previous 24 hours, it was a bit of a task!

The following day we travelled to Nanyuki Show Gr ound (NSG)
which is up in norther n Kenya on the Equator; this is where the
bulk of the ex would be taking place.  On arrival at NSG all 10 of
us were spilt up into dif ferent tasks LCpl ‘Caz’ Carrigan and Sig
‘Wez’ Craven were put on PRT, Cpl ‘Jaime’ Russell , Cpl
‘Shelley’ Par doe , LCpl ‘Ryan’ Scarlett , LCpl ‘Jonny’ Howes
and Sig ‘Kiddo’ Kidson went up to the ex area and Cpl ‘Luke’
Faulkner , LCpl ‘Batch’ Batchelor and LCpl ‘Jen’ Knowles were
left at NSG as part of B Ech.

Cpl ‘Shelley’ Par doe had an unfortunate incident in which she
rolled a Rover on the way to the ex area with RQMS 3 Scots in
the wagon! Fortunately no-one was injur ed but the RQMS had a
worse day when the fire extinguisher dropped out and hit his
head!

Scottish impersonations wer e a big hit during our time in Kenya,
ensuring good relationships with our colleagues fr om north of the
border.  After a testing ex period, we spent a day on safari,
getting the opportunity to see the beautiful scenery and fauna of
Kenya as well as a hard earned opportunity to catch some
sunburn.

RANGE PACKAGE - by Sig Harrison

From 21 September to 3 October 2008, RLD Tp of 209 Sig Sqn
completed a 2 week range package as part of our pr e-
deployment training for Op HERRICK 10. RLD Tp is an
amalgamation of the personnel from the two old radio tr oops who
will be deployed with the 19 Bde BGs and is tasked with
provided Rear Link Detachments (RLDs) to the various units that
will be on ops in Task Force Helmand (TFH).   Along with others, I
will be with DANBAT based in and around FOB Price, Gereshk.

On the ranges the days were long and started early with a run at
0600hrs every morning around the ranges at Ballykinler which in
winter, got a bit cheeky.  Range work quickly followed starting
with grouping and zeroing and an ACMT moving up to 4 man
contact drills down in the hollow .  We also practised and revised
pistol work and got thr ough a lot of 7.62mm link on the GPMG.
The final weapon we learnt was the HE Grenade, something
many of us had never done before.  

Having nearly hit the RSM on the back of the head with a smoke
grenade the week earlier, I was flapping a bit when it came to my
turn with live explosives.  Everything worked out alright however
and making something explode is a very inter esting experience!

In between all the ranges we had a barrage of other lessons to
take in.  Target Indications and Fire Control Orders featured
heavily as did vehicle drills, Team Medic and FOB Drills when
dismounted. The 2 week package was hard work but enjoyable
and was excellent preparation for our upcoming deployment.

LCpl Batchelor returns some fire during an attack on the FOB

LCpl Hebditch digging for IEDs during an Op BARMA r ehearsal
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OC Maj Andy Coulson
RSM WO1(RSM) F Fensom

EUPHRATES TROOP

OC Lt Sargeant
SSgt SSgt Fielding

RSOI - by Sig ‘Davy’ Wightman and LCpl ‘Baz’ Barrington

At 1000hrs on 18 November in Sennelager, where the sun shines
bright and the grass grows green, 200 Sig Sqn started their
journey to Iraq, in freshly ironed combats and with bags of
enthusiasm.  At 0530hrs the following day, we touched down in
Kuwait with slightly cr eased combats and bags of slightly jaded
enthusiasm.  After a 2½ hour bus journey, we arrived in Camp
Beuhring where a very enthusiastic RSOI team met us and gave
us the mandatory briefs befor e we were allowed to get our heads
down for a few hours in rather smelly 70 man tents. All too soon
we were crammed back into the classr oom and briefed to within
an inch of our lives, while drinking our body weight in water , all
good fun!

Throughout our ‘holiday’ in Kuwait we continued doing the
training we had been taught in OPTAG plus some extras like
judgmental shoots and an IED lane. The 2 highlights of the week

were the HEAT trainer which simulated being in a HUMWV
rollover (the SNCOs and Officers experienced a few extra rolls!)
and the BCDT lesson which used the American computerized
dummies which br eathed, blinked and bled all over the place,
which some found quite disturbing!

On Day 6, we moved onto the field training package and wer e
split into various groups, covering grouping and zeroing, CQB
range and a casevac scenario which was quite exhausting. The
novelty of having self heating American MRE rations soon wore
off when we tasted the contents, and being out in the sun all day
suited some who were desperate to top up their tans ( Sgt Kev
Bickfor d). That night we effectively passed of f the square and
were allowed to walk to dinner unaccompanied by the RSOI PTIs. 

Day 7 and 8 were well earned acclimatization/r est days for the
majority of the Tp, apart fr om a select group who received the
good news that they would be going up to the COB early to stag
on at PVCP Alpha (the main gate).  So under Sgt ‘Mark’ Carlisle ,
his merry band of men packed their bags of enthusiasm back up
and were last heard singing “Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it’ s off to Iraq we go” 

OP TELIC XIII

Euphrates Tp has taken over the role of providing CIS for HQ
MND (SE) and is widely spread across several departments
including RADCON, the COMMCEN, the JOCS uber geeks,
Military Services Desk (MSD), Bde and Div Tech workshops, and
special taskings.  

MILITARY SERVICES DESK - by LCpls Bolwell, Yates and Jones

On arrival from the RSOI package, we were more than keen to
get on with the job of taking over fr om 7 Armd Bde.  It fell to
LCpls ‘Steve’ Y ates , ‘Darr en’ Jones and ‘Steve’ Bolwell to take
over responsibility for the MSD under the supervision of SSgt
‘Richie’ Br own and Sgt ‘Smudge’ Smith . There was initially a
very steep learning curve, the large number of calls we received,
clearly showed the amount of r esponsibility on our shoulders but
with LCpl Yates at the helm he steered the ship away from a near
titanic disaster.  The crew held firm and we reached our port of
being MSD experts within a matter of hours. Who needs a VTC?
We’re on it like a car bonnet. 

DIVISIONAL TECH WORKSHOPS - by Sig Mutambisi

From Germany to Iraq, cold to hot and busy to
very busy, 200 Sig Sqn had to adapt very quickly
to their new surroundings as there was no
holding back 207 Sig Sqn fr om boarding their
planes at the earliest opportunity .  Some arrived
and went onto night shift immediately and others
occupied their new corrimec accommodation in
Allenby Lines. The 2 man ‘rooms’ are better than
we expected and if you’r e stuck with someone
you don’ t get along with, you sur e to be good
friends by the end of the tour!  The Div tech
workshops are busy and Sgt ‘Amie’ Burt and
LCpl ‘Monica’ Sellers have already been called
out to a job in the wee small hours. We are
settling in well and enjoying the challenge so far.
When the going gets tough, the Techs get going!

COMMCEN - by Cpl ‘Craig’ Clark

It has been a busy couple of days for the
COMMCEN, with Sig ‘Chris’ Byr ne and Sig
‘Sam’ Fullylove surviving the delights of the fr ont
gate guard which they volunteered for, and the

It’s no use pulling – which way is up?

“Sorry boss, but I don’ t think he’ll not be able to play on Saturday”
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handover from 7 Bde being relatively painless.  Once the rest of
the guys and girls arrived from Kuwait, the real work started with
them having to learn how the COMMCEN worked in just a few
hours. Smiles became few and far between.

A few days later the shifts are all in place, the guys are smiling
again and all is running smoothly (if you ignore the power
problems and bad connections!), and all the COMMCEN staf f are
eagerly awaiting the arrival of Santa Claus in just a couple of
weeks!

TIGRIS TROOP - by LCpl Black

OC Capt Rob Monk
SSgt SSgt Chris Moor e

In October, the Sqn deployed to Hohenfells in Souther n Germany
on the final phase of our pre-deployment training.  Tigris Tp had
many roles throughout the MRX in preparation for the
deployment, including the Alt HQ build, running the BPF ,
providing MiTT signallers and other spec tasks.  Many members
of the troop were deployed with the inf call signs on the gr ound
as part of the MiTT groups within the strike teams and involved in
a variety of Inf taskings.  Cpls Dillerstone and Swan amongst
others, were involved in the live firing package with their MITT
teams which involved specialised CQB ranges and a night shoot.
Meanwhile back at the Tp everybody else was getting to grips
with the IDF IA drill with WO1 Fensom enjoying this more than
most.   We spent a lot of time learning more about the kit we
were about to spend 6 months using including T acsat, 506 and
Bowman, draining the instructor’ s knowledge of the kit and
getting hands on experience. The Tp was lucky enough to get
more briefs on Iraq and Op TELIC as a whole, by members of the
Sqn who have deployed on pr evious tours of Iraq. 

Another of the Tp’s taskings on tour is the Bde Pr ocessing facility
(BPF).  In essence this is where detainees are held following strike
ops and prior to being handed over to the r elevant authorities for
charging.  With it came many late night call outs.  

The Sqn returned to Paderborn at the end of October to enjoy
our last slice of Pre-Deployment leave.  Following the usual
(dis)organised chaos of MCCP, baggage parties etc, we finally left
a drizzly Hannover runway and headed for Kuwait.  We arrived at
Camp Beuhring on Day 2 and the training began immediately . On

Day 2 we began our acclimatisation training and r eceived the first
of our mandatory briefs. On our RSOI package we managed to
make use of some of the facilities that the Americans have in
Kuwait.  The HEAT trainer was a big hit amongst the tr oops. The
HEAT trainer simulates a vehicle roll, many of the lads ended up
falling head first into the roof of the modified Humvee whilst trying
to dismount.  Sig Tovey fell to the floor a little faster than most
others, much to the joy of our American instructor .  Judgemental
firing is the American equivalent to our DCCT range and was
another insight into theatr e realties, with a few dif ferent scenarios
testing a soldier’s use of lethal force and minor aggro control.
The younger members of the MT enjoyed this, especially Sig
‘Princess’ Lea , who managed to miss all shots fir ed while taking
part in one of the scenarios.  

We were lucky to be able to use the American’ s very detailed
version of ‘Sussy Annie’, which br eathes and bleeds as a human
would and simulates death if your drills ar e not spot on. 

We managed to come out without to much blood on our kit,
unlike the 5 RIFLES soldiers who came out like beetroots!  In
addition to all this, the Sqn took part in live firing ranges including
the zeroing of our weapons; Sig Bailey showed his firm
knowledge of the marksmanship principles managing to miss his
target with all 25 of his rounds!  CQB and Casevac ranges were
also attended before finally having our last bit of Comms training
before deploying.   Next stop Basra!

52 INF ANTRY BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (258)

BRAMCOTE

OC Maj Tom Crapper
RSM WO1 Darren Collins

OVERVIEW

The pace has been picking up within the Sqn over the past
couple of months.  During October ther e were a number of
adventure training expeditions which wer e run at Tp level, with
the majority of the Sqn deployed.  At the other end of the scale
we have been working closely with Bde, developing SOIs and
planning future exs.  

In these notes we say farewell to the Sqn 2IC, Capt Gavin
Darke , who is posted to 10 Sig Regt as Adjt. His work on the
establishment has now come to fruition, and taking over the
reigns is Capt Ben Stone on arrival from 2 Sig Regt.  Also
arriving in the HQ is SSgt Kate Bowler AGC(SPS).  Taking on full
ownership of the Sqn admin r equirement, we wish her all the luck
she can find! 

With the silly season now fully in swing we have an eye on the
coming months, marked with exs and further integration of a Bde
HQ working some 320 miles away.

BASIC PARACHUTE COURSE (2 WEEKS) SEPTEMBER 08
- by Sig Alex Dand

Approaching Netheravon on the evening before the ordeal had
even begun, there was already a sense of trepidation on the
cramped mini bus, as the slightly r eluctant members of 258 Sig
Sqn commenced mentally pr eparing themselves for the following
2 weeks of imminent, unfamiliar terror.

On the first day, the band of 40-something appr ehensive students
entered the large open room, better known as the packing hall for
the first time, to be issued their kit for the following episode of
lunacy that is skydiving.  Lined up in height or der, we were issued
our helmets, altimeters, training vests, highly attractive jail style
dazzling orange jumpsuits and most importantly the parachutes.
The rest of the day was to consist of 6 lengthy , dreary hours of
ground training, to include the all important r eserve drills.  Despite
the monotony, everyone was astoundingly attentive during the
various briefings (in particular the malfunction examples!).  Our
last task of the day was to lear n to pack our own parachutes
ourselves; this injected a new doubt into our minds, would a
parachute I packed myself for the first time r eally open? We
hoped so!
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The second day had arrived; the weather was good and much to
our dismay, jumpable.  When the first syndicate was called
forward, silence struck (with the exception of the odd nervous
giggle) and faces drained of colour. The other 2 syndicates spilled
out onto the flight line to watch the first unfortunate few descend
and hopefully crash amusingly into a fence perhaps (thank you
LCpl Cr eswell , a bill is on the way to you). Cue the first
malfunction. On average there is one malfunction for every 700
students, our course had an astonishing total of 3 in 2 weeks!
The worst being by Cpl Brad MaCallum who felt as if he had had
a near death experience.

Finally the time had come for our syndicate’ s first lift.  As the
aircraft slowly began to climb, all eyes wer e fixed to altimeters
and our minds were fixed on reserve drills. Eventually 3,500 ft had
arrived and it was time.  The door was opened and the cold air
blasted our faces and the terrifying r oar from the wind reinforced
feelings of dread. “In the door” called our instructor Sgt Rob
Millin RAF.  The ill-fated first to go shuf fled uncomfortably
towards the open door; sheepishly she edged her legs out trying
desperately not to look out and endeavouring to ignor e the slip
stream grasping at her legs, not to mention the deafening blar e.
Once in position, legs out, balancing on the edge, with only one
hand holding on, Rob shouted “look up”. Her pale face looks up
through the camera “go”…”go”…”GO!”…”GOOOOO!!!” he yelled
and finally she shuts her eyes tightly, mouth opens wide as if to
scream and in a flash she was gone. 

As the weeks progressed some people were moving onto freefall
(a whole new ball game, and far more scary than static line) and
really beginning to enjoy themselves.  Some, though wer e still
overcoming the fear of jumping still attached to the r ope.
Everyone was advancing through the stages at dif ferent speeds
but most importantly , taking pleasure in the sport utterly. In
summary I would recommend this course to anyone, even those
who believe they are petrified of heights. This course will
demonstrate to you what you ar e really capable of and put every
irrational fear into perspective, whilst at the same time having a
lot fun.

MAIN TROOP

OC Lt Andy Bunting
SSgt Edd Howar d

EXERCISE ROMAN BEAR – WALKING HADRIAN’S W ALL 19 –
24 OCTOBER 08 - by SSgt Edd Howard

The concept was simple: drive up north and walk the 84 mile
path along Hadrian’s Wall from Newcastle to Bowness on Solway .
The admin was easy; we were going to sleep and eat courtesy of
RAF Spadeadam in Cumbria.  This station is the RAF EW range
and as such is tucked away in the Kielda for est.   With a long
drive in mind it was a bleary eyed Tp that paraded for the
transport at 0700hrs on Sunday 19 October .   It was clear that a
few Tp members hadn’ t had time to recover from the usual
Saturday night activities befor e turning up to take part in the ex. 

The week started with the long drive up to Newcastle and once
we had checked in with the RAF we walked the first 15 mile
section. The only real highlight of this part was when LCpl Dickie
Ward felt the need to share his Saturday night with the side of the
road thanks to the driving of Sgt Steve Lloyd , otherwise known
as “The Stig” . The rest of the sections wer e between 15 and 21
miles long and the Tp did very well with very few people having
to retire early because of sore feet or injury.  However, I was
worried about LCpl Russ Nimmo’ s toes because he had kicked
his teddy along the whole wall despite the best ef forts of the Tp
to cheer him up.  I dare say that the generous opening hours of
the station bar and the ef forts of the Tp alcoholic, Cpl Connie
Turner , helped a few individuals forget all about sore feet!

The last day was wet, very wet, and this was a shame because
we had been lucky with the weather all week, so it was 18
drowned rats that finally walked into Bowness on Solway , only to
find that the pub was shut! This however did not dampen the
overall success of a good time out of barracks.

RADIO TROOP

OC Lt James Harryman
SSgt Ross Gleave

- by Cpl Wood

The start of November saw the Tp deploy down to W eymouth for
a week’s adventure training.  Activities included r ock climbing,
abseiling, hill walking, jet skiing, wakeboar ding and an
introduction to kite surfing, mainly because Lt Harryman was
keen to ‘cut some shapes’ and show of f his box of tricks.  The Tp
enjoyed its own fireworks display and ended the week with a
fancy dress night out on the town, which was fantastic.

This took the Tp up to Remembrance Sunday which saw the Sqn
parade through Bulkington, our local village, with which we have
a strong association.  As ever, we were received very warmly and
were invited to the Legion for a few drinks with the veterans after
the Sqn had paid their respects to the fallen. The second week of
November saw the Sqn deploy to sunny Sennybridge for a
week’s FIBUA training.  This was a great week away from camp
which started with the basics of a FIBUA asslt, working up to a
platoon attack.  

The week was very enjoyable but did take its toll, bruises and all,
including Lt Harryman who received a boot to the face courtesy
of Cpl Paul Heywood who was trying to launch himself thr ough a
window.  He assured everybody it was a pure accident!

During this period the Tp said goodbye to SSgt Coxon who left
us for 33 Sig Regt in Liverpool and is now living in a swanky pad
somewhere near the docks.  SSgt Coxon had been with the Tp
since its formation and will hopefully be r ejoining us for a farewell
drink at Christmas. This takes the Tp to the run up for Christmas,
while 6 members of the troop deploy on r ecces throughout the
country for a long range HF ex which is in the pipeline for early
next year. Main Tp on Hadrian’s wall

The Tp looking remarkably cheerful in Bowness on Solway at the
end of their 84 mile walk
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SUPPORT TROOP

OC Capt Bob Low
Tp Sgt Sgt Danny Shovelton

- by Capt Bow Low

After returning from summer leave the Tp learned that the BCIP5
uplift programme had been postponed for 12 months fr eeing up
large chunks of the FOE.  Not one to pass up on an opportunity
the OC set about putting together a series of Tp development
days; the first of which took place at the National Arbor etum and
included a visit to the Corps memorial.  This was the first chance
for the RQMS, WO2 Rob Smith , to try out his camera and new
tripod – he had told his wife that he had to buy this gear
specifically for the trip!  After a sobering visit of the impr essive
Armed Forces Memorial, we moved to Sutton Park to tackle their

permanent orienteering courses but somehow ended up
sponsoring the OC for his half marathon befor e moving to a local
pub allowing Sgts Aar on Nessling , Lee Rotherforth and Danny
Shovelton to get some quality br ownnosing in – we all saw you!

On the sporting front the Tp continues to perform well, having
representatives in the England and Army Ladies Tug-of-War team
(LCpl Smith ), Army Ladies Athletics (Cpl Tagilala ) and Corps
Rugby (Cpl Navilalu and Cpl Le May ) – well done.  We have also
managed to get a number of guys away on a basic fr ee-fall
parachuting course, adventur e training in Scotland and Ex
KESWICK RUNNER (Corps X-country camp). 

Finally we pass on our best wishes to LCpl Toshack on the latest
addition to his family (now get the snip), LCpls Courtney-Jones
and Bradfor d who leave us for civvie street and a big welcome to
all our new arrivals too many of you to mention – welcome.

Support Troop at the National Arboretum

81 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)
CORSHAM

OC Maj Steve Clout
SSM WO2(SSM) John Collins

GENERAL NEWS

The Sqn continues to have a successful training year, with all the
overseas deployments now completed and continued inter est
from potential new recruits.  Specific recruiting sessions, led
primarily by SSgt Neil W eaver , have been held at Yarnfield Park
(BT’s Apprentice Training Centre) generating a large number of
new enquiries.  Over 20 recruits are now in the system
undergoing training.  Further sessions are planned for the New
Year. Focus now turns to Ex HONED BEAUFIGHTER (aimed at
Junior NCOs attending their Det Comds course) and planning for
Out of Camp Training.  Work is also still underway to populate the
re-formed 854 Tp, expected to make it’ s first deployment in
Training Year 09/10. 

EXERCISE FALKLAND SOUND – 786 TROOP

786 Tp under Capt John McManus deployed to the Falkland
Islands in November 2008 for Ex FALKLAND SOUND.

The main effort of the ex was continued installation of trunking in
the Romeo accommodation block, to be used to deliver
telephones to individual rooms.  Normally a straightforwar d task,
but complicated by 2 factors – first to be sensitive to the shift
workers trying to sleep in the accommodation (while the “r oof
fairies” stomped about in the r oof void above them) and second
the need to remove asbestos from the ceiling before drilling
through it (hence the Guantanamo Bay look in orange protective
suits). The teams working in the roof void were alternately frozen
as icy winds blew past them and then cooked as the sun beat
down on the metal roof – rreminding many of being in Iraq!.  Such
is the unpredictable nature of the weather during the South
Atlantic summer.

To keep the Tp busy, a number of additional tasks wer e assigned.
One of these involved running in a new underground cable to
serve some of the family accommodation. SSgt Bill Billiar d and
SSgt Matt Ticehurst did an excellent job running in the cable
and excavating a large hole to reach the buried ducting.  Sgt
Steve Wadsworth was given the challenge of fabricating a new
cable and connection interface for the ships that dock at Mar e
Harbour.  In the best ‘Blue Peter’ traditions, ably assisted by Sig
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Andy Dodson and Cpl Dion Brittain he replaced the existing kit
with a new and flexible design.

The Tp were lucky to receive a visit from Comd 2 Sig Bde, Brig
DA Hargr eaves and the Sqn’s Hon Col, Col L Stone .  The Sqn
OC, Maj Steve Clout and WO2 (SSM) Collins also accompanied
the Brig.  A very successful evening of bowling was arranged,
although some team members showed a consistent skill at being
able to miss all the pins. Mor e practice needed! 

The Tp also took time to explor e more of the island.  Activities
included horse riding and a visit to Stanley .  A landing craft tour
was arranged to visit a penguin colony – although general opinion
was that paying extra to go all the way into shor e, rather than
wading the last 30m thr ough the icy South Atlantic waters, would
have been the better option.  The Tp also took a battlefied tour of
Goose Green, followed by a visit to pay their r epects at the British
Cemetery at San Carlos.

A very successful ex with a great mix of activities that wer e
enjoyed by all members of the Tp.

EXERCISE JAGUAR – 856 TROOP

856 Tp, led by Lt Richar d Smith , have also completed their
annual deployment, this time to Brunei on Ex JAGUAR. Virtually
the entire Tp managed to deploy, along with attachments fr om
855 and 857. The Tp were also lucky to have the technical
expertise of Sqn TOT, Capt Paul Masheter and Sqn FofS, WO2
Andy McEvoy for the first part of the deployment. The work
consisted of mainly exter nal cabling linking the 2 sites of
Medicina and Tuker – a distance of approximately 2.5km. The Tp
installed a number of new copper and fibr e cables to provide
more resilient voice and data comms and to r eplace cables

damaged by water ingress. This is very difficult work given the
climate and high water level but the Tp worked at an incr edibly
high rate. This resulted in some extra taskings to pr ovide
additional fibre. 

Other tasks included pr oviding new CAT5 internal wiring into the
Gurkha Welfare Centre to provide more ability to deploy PCs onto
the Local Area Network and overhead cabling near the swimming
pool and Gurkha Sgts Mess area was tidied up and replaced. An
urgent task was also undertaken to r eplace a faulty fibre that
linked a set of offices (including the Garrison Sgt Maj) to the
network – completely removed and replaced in less than 24hrs. 

The Tp were also able to take some time to see parts of Brunei.
Some members went to the Empir e Hotel and Country Club for a
chance to use the luxurious pool facilities at this 7* hotel in the
capital – Bandar Seri Begawan. The Tp was also hosted for a
BBQ by Brunei Sig Tp, in the QG Signals community centr e near
camp. A very successful deployment with lots of har d work
achieved. 

OP HERRICK – 2008 DEPLOYMENT

May 2008 saw 5 members of 81 Sig Sqn join their r egular
counterparts in Lima Tp at Camp Bastion, Afghanistan, for the
first of a number of mobilisations for the Sqn on Op HERRICK.
Two weeks at RTMC Chilwell and OPTAG training were all
completed without a hitch, except for Sgt Matt Bevan who found
the NavEx a challenge.  He was observed by other members of
the det having a “Hamlet” moment, sat on his ber gen, and
wondering why he was unlucky enough to be the only one issued
with a faulty compass (which was clearly not pointing North). 

LCpl Matt Harris decided the week prior to deployment was the
ideal time to find a new woman in his life and settle down. He
then proceeded to spend endless nights during the deployment
talking about the new woman in his life.  And if he wasn’ t telling
everyone about her, he was on the phone or writing to her .

On departure day, the OC, Maj Steve Clout and PSAO, Capt
Tim Craven were at Brize Norton to wave the boys of f.  Some
even noted a small tear, just visible, in the cor ner of the PSAO’s
eye.  However, no one is quite sure if this was the emotion of the
moment or simply realisation he’d not been paid back for the
brews he’d bought.  The team soon had their ‘baptism of fir e’ in
the 40 degree Afghan spring, pulling cable with the team fr om
Lima Tp.  After a week, the party was split between Kandahar
and Bastion. 

To make it fair, straws were drawn and the “Chuckle Br others” –
alias Sig Dave Almond and Sig Alick McNaught teamed up with
3 guys from Lima to undertake a small tasking in KAF.  The small
task eventually took them 4 weeks and it’ s suspected that this
involved 2 weeks on the job, and another 2 to drag themselves
away from Pizza Hut! 

Sgt Penman, Sgt Wadsworth and Sig Dodson fabricate a new
connector at the harbour

If only we’d paid the extra fee…

The cabling crew roll out another few hundr ed metres of fibre in
heat of a humid Brunei day
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Meanwhile, the team left behind in Bastion worked on a number
of internal wiring taskings, providing greater resilience to the
comms infrastructur e, and replacing the ‘dirty fits’ on the base.

The final 2 weeks in June saw the teams re-united and working
together on the final tasks. This involved pulling in ar ound 10km
of 100pr copper cable. To avoid working in the after noon heat,
the team started at 0430hrs. Unfortunately , this did interrupt the
training regime that the guys had embarked upon, much to the
disappointment of Det Comd, SSgt Andy Gr een, who took gr eat
pride in eventually getting all of the team up and out for early
morning runs. A successful deployment which the Sqn is looking
to follow up later in 2009 – when 2 separate dets will deploy to
Op HERRICK. 

LOOKING FORWARD

In the next issue, news from Ex HONED BEAUFIGHTER as the
candidates for Junior Leadership courses ar e put through a
military skills revision ex.  Also a further update on recruiting and
deployment plans for the next training year . The 81 Sig Sqn and Lima Tp teams on Op HERRICK, June 2008

OTHER UNITS

JOINT SER VICE SIGNAL UNIT (CYPRUS)

CO Lt Col M Dooley
RSM WO1(RSM) S Fleming

1 SQUADRON 

OC Sqn Ldr M Gellini
SSM WO2 SSM Page

- by Cpl Lee Halsall

It has been another busy time for the Sqn to fulfil its op r ole and
continue its work har d, play hard ethos. Over the last few months
there have been a number of arrivals and departures. Departures
include Sig Gollings , Sig Weston , SAC Maylan and CPO
Herbert . The only arrival has been Cpl Halsall . We would like to
congratulate both PO Dragsness and Sgt Ray whose wives have
had newborn babies. The Sqn put a good tur n out in the CO’s PT
session which was the 10km cr oss-country. It was a gruelling run
in quite hot temperatur es and certainly challenged everyone that
entered the race. The Sqn had 3 personnel in the top 10 fastest
runners. WO2 Jef fs finished 2nd, Cpl Ricky Laf for d finished 3rd
and Cpl Simmo Simpson finished 6th.  In the female competition
we had 3 of the top 10 fastest with SAC Wellings 4th, SAC
Baddeley 5th and Mrs Gellini finished 6th. In all everyone that
entered put in some really hard graft and the race wasn’ t for the
faint hearted!

SAC Gudger organised a ‘day at the races’ event at the Nicosia
race track. There were roughly 40 people that tur ned up to enjoy
a flutter. They were certainly not disappointed as ther e were 10
races to put the money on. The highlight of the day was seeing
Cpl Jones ’ face drop after 2 of his horses simply didn’ t want to
play and did a runner before the start of the races! Plenty of
money was won and lost but towar ds the end the main emphasis
was on the entertaining afternoon and not the betting. The day as
whole was thoroughly enjoyable and was used as a leaving do for
both SAC Maylan and CPO Herbert . Cpl Fear and PO
Dragsnes undertook the Amathunta half marathon to raise
money for the charity ‘Help for Her oes’.  In stead of just running
the 13 miles, they both wor e combat 95 and a bergen that
weighed 35lbs. Hats of f to those 2 as they completed the half

marathon and raised over a 1000 euros at the same time. Finally
it has got to that time of that year again and the Sqn had its
annual Christmas function at the Constantinos Hotel in Pr otaras.
It was a huge success and was organised by SAC Beal , SAC
Baddeley , SAC Austin and Cpl Kholwadia . The night included a
lovely meal, disco, raffle and a visit from the one and only Father
Christmas. There were plenty of good prizes to be won, the best
being an iPod Nano. There were other quality prizes, such as
being the OC of 1 Sqn for the day and that was won by none
over than SAC Savage from 2 Sqn!  There was a lot of festive
cheer that was enjoyed by all and left everyone with a good dose
of Christmas spirit!

2 SQUADRON

OC Lt Cdr P Chambers
SSM WO2(SSM) Oz Rowley

USAM 08 - by Sgt Craig Petch

This years JSSU USAM was again a tightly run competition with
the final day deciding the winning team. Ther e were 2 teams from
each Sqn and 2 Sqn A team were the defending champions, no
pressure there then! Quote “Bring back that cup at any means, or
your all on extra duties!”

Day 1 started with the APWT shoot with both Sqn teams shooting
alongside each other. Cpl Figge got the highest scor e of 45 and
set a target which no one else could match and the highest team
score went to 2 Sqn A.  Following the APWT was the pistol shoot,
with a max score of 40 points if no shots wer e dropped.  2 Sqn A
team again were shooting well and were edging into the lead. The
final shoot of the day was the Association Cup and now the
teams were pitched against each other and the extra pr essure of
the shoot saw some mixed r esults in the scoring – it was windy
though!

Day 2 started with pistol tiles, “easy“. This consisted of 10 r ounds
of 5 clay targets loads of points. Not so easy though, with the
highest scorer hitting 3 of the targets and claiming 60 points. HQ
A was slowly creeping back at 2 Sqn for the lead. The Army 100
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was the next shoot, again with lots of running and dif ferent
shooting positions, the scor es were varied to say the least.   At
the end of the second day ther e was nothing between the fr ont
runners, 2 Sqn A, B and 1 Sqn A could all take the title.

Day 3 was a day no one was looking forward to, the Para Cup,
running 2 miles in full kit and with your r espirator and rifle in
under 20 mins.  Any time over would see a reduction in points. 1
Sqn A were up against 2 Sqn A first. Off went 1 Sqn A with a 30
second gap, closely followed by the point leaders. The first mile
was fun, the second was hellish and uphill. All teams did well and
put in loads of ef fort, but not quite as much as 2 Sqn B who
managed to get round in 18 mins and a few seconds!  Hats of f to
them. The run finished with a 2 min gap to get on the range and
try to shoot, starting at 500m, do some mor e running and finally
end up at 100m. The points were still close and the winners
would be decided with the falling plates. T wo teams run from
300m to 200m and shoot 10 tar gets between them; the team that
does it quickest goes thr ough.  2 Sqn A against 1 Sqn A first,
either team could win so it was a nail biter .  2 Sqn A ran out of
rounds with 1 target left and 1 Sqn A were still shooting!  Luckily
they missed 2 targets and were out. The shock team into the final
was HQ B team made up entirely of female snipers, knocking out
all comers and putting on the heat!  2 Sqn A had the run sorted
but knew the snipers could beat them. Some excellent shooting
was needed and was pulled out, all tar gets hit within about 5
secs of reaching the firing point and giving 2 Sqn A the 200
points and the overall competition win.

Overall this was an excellent 3 days of shooting with many RAF
personnel never shooting further than 25m it was quite a
challenge. Cpl Figge received best rifle shot and Cpl Simpson
won the best pistol shot.  2 Sqn again walked away with the
trophy for the 3rd consecutive year.  Let’s see how we get on in
the CYPSAM in March…….

HQ SQUADRON

OC Maj Wilson
SSM WO2(SSM) P Mitchell

CYPRUS INTERNATIONAL 4 DAY CHALLENGE 27 – 30
NOVEMBER 08 - by Cpl Lincoln

With the x-country season well under way and all the Unit runners
fully prepared, the Cyprus International 4 Day Challenge date
drew nearer.  Plenty of volunteers and a liberal sprinkling of
pressed man resulted in JSSU (CYP) entering 9 of its finest
runners, 2 teams of 4 and a solo masochist. The 2 teams were
the Ay Nik Whippits, consisting of Lt Col Dooley , Cpl Lemon , Mr
Whiteman and Miss Scott . The Ay Nik Racers were made up of
Capt Bangurah , WO1 Reeves, Cpl Lincoln and SAC Dobson .
Not forgetting Cpl Lockyer as our extra individual runner.
All competitors had a brilliant 4 days of racing, starting with the
6km time trial. Each runner set off at 10 second intervals. At the
end of Day 1, the JSSU teams were in a good position r eady for
Day 2, the 11km hill climb. Historically known as the worst day of
the event, it didn’ t fail to disappoint.  At the conclusion to this

bruising event the JSSU teams were still well placed and most
importantly holding of f 2 Lancs. (No rivalry there since the Dash,
honest!)  Being very sensible athletes we all went to carb up with
a pasta meze before the half marathon and of course a few
sociable drinks. The half marathon on Day 3 was pretty much half
up and half down – a bit cheeky but strangely enjoyable at the
same time.  Capt Bangurah took full advantage of his shock
absorbing legs and flew down the hills.  A slight mix up with the
results left all the stats for our team all over the place. The boss,
Lt Col Dooley , maintains his time was 1hr 22mins, however, the
results showing a time of 1hr 34mins, what’ s 12 mins sir!  Day 4,
the final day, with 10km left to push. Yet another fast race then
straight to the beer taps with the boss leading the way . 

The final Results
Ay Nik Whippits – 4th in the team event.

Lt Col Dooley – 6th overall and 4th in his category
Cpl Lemon – 26th overall and 12th in his category
Mr Whiteman – 45 overall and 24th in his category
Miss Scott – 38th overall, 2nd in the ladies and 1st in her
category

Ay Nik Racers – 11th over in the team event

Capt Bangurah – 55 overall and 27th in his category
WO1 Reeves – 122 overall and 52nd in his category
Cpl Lincoln – 6nd overall, 4th in the ladies and 2nd in her
category
SAC Dobson – 44th overall and 23rd in his category

Our individual runner Cpl Lockyer came 101st overall and 18th in
his category.

All very respectable positions, a massive thank-you to our driver ,
Sgt Paul Bone , who stepped in to save the day with less than 48
hours to go befor e the event, thanks mate.

The Cyprus 4 Day Challenge runners with their medals

JOINT SER VICE SIGNAL UNIT (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj Dennis W eir MBE 
PSAWO WO1 John Farr ell

CYPRUS DEPLOYMENT – SEPTEMBER 2008

A total of 21 members of JSSU(V) deployed to Ayios Nikolaos in
Cyprus in September 2008 with the multiple aims of conducting
live op training in our host unit, JSSU(Cyp), completing our
annual military training, enjoying some ‘Challenging Pursuits’ and
of course fostering Esprit de Corps. A small advance party , led by
the Maj Dennis W eir MBE , and including the (Mr Fixit) PSAWO,

WO1 John Farr ell , arrived under the high bright sunshine of 9
September to carry out all the necessary administration, prior to
arrival of the main party.  This focused primarily on ensuring that
all our tradesmen and women would have gainful employment
whilst at JSSU(Cyp), but also included such oner ous tasks as
ensuring that the temperature of the Mediterranean at the various
beaches was at a safe level, confirming that food and drink in the
local hostelries would meet our high standar ds of hygiene and
last but not least, making up the beds for the main gr oup and
getting the air conditioning in working or der. The first group of the
main party arrived in the evening of 13 September and after
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spending Sunday receiving the arrivals briefings and carrying out
their first recce to the beach, they wer e soon hard at work in the
ops block, getting to grips with their op tasking.  Despite some
initial glitches, all was soon in place and the first week flew by in
a flurry of hard work and some relaxation in the very hot
sunshine.

The second group of the main party arrived even later on the
evening of 20 September, not actually reaching Ay Nik until
2300hrs.  Some smooth talking by the OC ensur ed that they were
still able to get a meal at the Green Garden restaurant, so they
were soon settled into the Cyprus r outine.  

With both groups and
the advance party now
all in place, it was time
to move into the
Military Training phase
which was delivered
by the staff of Training
Wing of JSSU(Cyp),
including Sgt Andy
Richar ds and Cpl ‘H’
Harrison , RM. They
delivered some first
rate refresher training
and introduced little
reminders – such as
filling WO1 John
Neal’s unguarded
respirator with Fuller’s
earth – to ensure
lessons were learned
when lapses in
concentration
occurred. 

All our unit members warmed to the pr ofessionalism of the
instructors and so successfully completed their MA TTs and
received that all important bounty ear ning tick in the box.  Even
our matelot, WO2(CT) Dougie Dunbar , was pleased to discover
that Ordnance Survey maps are just like naval charts, only with
roads and churches included.

After blasting of f several hundred rounds at innocent pieces of
plywood, the military training was complete and it was time to
head down to Dhekelia Water Sports Centre to get our sea legs
on water skis, wakeboards, kayaks and the mandatory banana
boat.  The weather conditions wer e ideal and the wannabe ski
bunnies managed to get up and stay up, whilst the best ef forts of
the Sports Centre’s boat drivers failed to dislodge our folks fr om
the banana boat.

Towards the end of this second week of training, a social evening
was held at the Ay Nik Station Rugby Club to thank our hosts,

including the CO, Lt Col Dooley and the RSM, WO1 Fleming ,
both of whom managed to keep smiling thr ough the copious
smoke generated by our own BBQ chefs, Sgts Phil Rowley and
Rog Willson. The evening gave us the opportunity to mix
socially with our hosts and tell them stories of past deployments
and how the station has evolved since some of us arrived ther e
on our first tours nearly 40 years ago. With the CO intending to
set up a museum project and with some of our members having
served there with the Venetians and Richard the Lionheart, it
appears we have much to contribute to this worthy undertaking.

The final highlight of Week 2 was an excellent guided educational
tour of Norther n Cyprus, organized and led on our behalf by Maj
Andy Worsley . On Sunday 27 September we bade farewell to the
first group who reluctantly boarded the transport to take them
back to Akrotiri and the return flight to UK.  Group Two now
entered their tech training phase, picking up many of the pr ojects,
which the first gr oup had begun, and bringing them to a
successful conclusion.  Two members of Group Two, WO1 Steve
Booth and Sgt Lindsay Stewart, deployed to Golf Tp on Mount
Troodos to conduct their own specialist training.   

Once again, Week 3 was not all work and no play, and a great
deal of the free time was spent at the various beaches.  Voluntary
early morning runs were also very much in vogue and it was a
delight to see WO2 Charlie Br own disappearing into the wadi
when he forgot his map reading training and completely lost his
bearings.  Sgt Shaggy Shaw must have also lost his bearings on
one occasion and was seen voluntarily wandering into the
Barber’s shop. As September tur ned to October, the sun
weakened and the breeze increased, but the surviving members
of Group Two were still reluctant to pack their bags and leave A y
Nick at the end of Week 3 of what had been an excellent
deployment to Cyprus in all r espects.

Our thanks go to Lt Col Dooley , his officers and soldiers, too
numerous to mention, for giving us to the opportunity to work
and play hard in the Cyprus sun.

NATO MODULEX – FREDERICIA DENMARK

While the ‘softer’ half of JSSU(V) were enjoying the delights of
their 2 week attachment to JSSU(Cyprus), a further 20 unit
personnel from all 3 Services deployed to Fredericia in Denmark
to take part in Ex NATO MODULEX 2008 – the latest in what used
to be known as the COURAGEOUS BAT series of NATO EW exs.
The aim of this ex was to practise staf f from 18 different
participating NATO countries, together with Sweden and Finland,
in the procedures to be used in a Multi-National Electr onic
Warfare Coordination Cell.

JSSU(V) personnel can – and often do – boast many years
experience in EW, since almost all of us have served at least one
tour in 14 Sig Regt and a significant cadr e have the in-depth
doctrinal knowledge of EW gained fr om instructional duties at
RSS Blandford.  It will, therefore, come as no surprise to read that
Maj Graham Barber filled the pivotal appointment of Deputy
Chief Mentor for the ex and that we also pr ovided a substantial
number of the Directing Staff in the roles of mentors and
‘Lessons Learned’ collators.

Capt Ian Far quharson was at very short notice, thrust into the
very important role of Distaff Shift Leader, responsible for
ensuring that the ex scenario was delivered in strict accor dance
with the time-lines.  Capt Clive Sanders did a tremendous job as
a player, heading up the multi-national Land Component
Command  (LCC) EWCC and showing great finesse and
international diplomacy in welding together a team which
included two Spaniar ds, a Turk, a Belgian, a German and (dare I
say it) a very pretty young Slovenian lady.

WO1 Bob Rhodes RNR was obviously delighted to get back into
a ‘Dark Blue’ environment, leading his Naval Component
Command EWCC with great panache, whilst WO Dave Kent
RAuxAF was equally comfortable to be in the Air EW world of
Bears and Backfires!

WO1 John Neal with a face full of Fuller’s
earth

WO2 Charlie Brown, WO2 Loz Hill and Sgt Lindsay Stewart try to
orientate the map while WO1 Paul Friend looks on in amusement
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The OC, Maj Dennis W eir, flew in from Cyprus shortly befor e
Startex to take up the very onerous task of Senior National
Representative. In essence his job was to be the interface
between all the respective individual senior national
representatives and the Danish hosts and to bring to the Danes’
attention any problems which might arise with r egard to
accommodation, messing or general support.  Since the Danes’
service was outstanding in every respect, the OC had very little to
do and spent most of his time in a track suit, or ensuring the bar
facilities were operating effectively.   The same could, however,
not be said for WO1 Marina Neighbour who worked extr emely

hard throughout the exe; double-hatted as she was, as one of the
chief ‘lessons learned’ collators and as the RSM (Chief of Admin)
for the whole of the UK contingent. Although our very
comfortable ex accommodation was in the Reyes Kaser ne on the
outskirts of Fredericia, the ex tempo was quite intense and ther e
was only limited time for exploring the local ar ea.  Most of us did
manage at least one ‘run ashore’, but the only bar in town
appeared to be ‘Ye Olde English Pubbe’, so we did not get
chance to enjoy too much local Danish cultur e.  Having said that,
we were all given unlimited evening access to the Danish Sgts
Mess facilities in the barracks and r eaders may rest assured that
the daily ‘post shift wash-ups’ wer e well attended and conducted
in several European languages, including by the end of the
evening, fluent gobbledy-gook.  W e thank our Danish hosts for
their hospitality and trust that their Christmas party this year will
be well financed through our efforts.

In summary, this was yet another excellent NATO EW ex, to which
JSSU(V) personnel, through their considerable ‘experience’, wer e
able to make a significant contribution.

ANNUAL FORMAL DINNER – OCTOBER 2008

With half the Unit recently returned for the sunny beaches of
Cyprus and the other half having just completed MODULEX in
Denmark, it was no surprise that the cr oss-table banter was
particularly sharp at this year’s annual dinner.  The sharpest wit of
all came, as usual, from WO1 Bernie McCormick , who,
incidentally had attended neither deployment, but still had plenty
to say.  

Apart, of course, from the OC’s excellent
after-dinner speech, the highlights of the
evening were the announcement of a well
earned promotion for Maj Ian
Farquharson and the presentation – in
absentia – of the John Berry Trophy to
SSgt Mark Findlater , for a particularly
valuable piece of op support to
JSSU(Digby) during these last few months.
Well done, Finn – pity you were not there
in person but I am sure your wallet will
take a hammering at some point in the
near future.

A SECOND CAREER?

Should any JSSO tradesmen or women be
leaving Regular service shortly, they might
wish to consider a second car eer in the
Reserves with JSSU(V).  We would be
delighted to receive their CV.  Contact –
Digby Mil 7804.

WO1 Bob Rhodes with the NCC EWCC

Maj Graham Barber, WO1 Marina Neighbour, WO1 Pat Hannan and the remainder of the
mainly British ‘Mentoring’ team

DE&S - CYPRUS COMMUNICA TIONS UNIT

INFRASTUCTURE AND HEADQUAR TERS SQUADRON

Sqn Comd Maj M McCorry
USM WO2(SSM) Tresidder

DHEKELIA DASH - by LCpl Matthews

This October, Dhekelia Station played host to the 42nd Annual
Dhekelia Dash. Once again the Dash was designed, built and run
by Dhekelia Tp.  Cpl Sean Foster was left in charge of the
children’s play area and proved himself as an excellent
entertainer.  He is now considering early retirement to pursue his
calling as Jumbo the Clown.

Dhekelia Tp not only organized the event but also participated in
the 15 mile charity relay race, finishing a respectable 2nd place in

the military competition. Team members included; Capt Chris
Moody and Sgt Chris Sankey .  Unfortunately our resident PTI,
Sig Gaz McFegan could not participate in the race as he was on
babysitting duty .  Also FofS Paul Floyd could not unleash his
running trainers as he was still recovering from a nasty splinter.

The event also hosted the ‘Dhekelia’s Got Talent’ competition,
organized and run by Cpl Tam Rennie and LCpl Ali W att .  The
competition was tough. Two of our very own wer e robbed of the
title.  SSgt Kips Fisher’ s daughter Megan Fisher performed a
fantastic rendition of Country Roads – SSgt Fisher was so proud.
Also the self proclaimed ‘Hunkatr on’, Sig Stu Marsh performed
an unforgettable tribute to Chuck Berry while singing Johnny B.
Goode. (We all know who the real winner was Marshy !) The day
however was not all fun and games, as an elite selection of CCU
members had been tasked with the near impossible job of



THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2009 61

directing traffic.  IC traffic duty, LCpl Rich Danby was deeply
moved by the dedication of his cr ew.  A special thanks goes out
to our resident Peggy Mitchell, Cpl Vickie Marsh for running the
Bitsa bar on the day. The Dhekelia Dash still remains the largest
event run on island and attracted thousands of spectators.  With
over 50 teams entered and 60 plus stall holders pr esent, the
single day event has raised between 7000 and 8000 euros for
charity. A warm welcome is extended to the latest edition to
CCU, Sig Loney and welcome back to Cpl Taff Barritt and LCpl
Neal Vance after their respective trips back to the UK.
Congratulations from all at CCU to Sig Patch Phillips for
rekindling his relationship with his long-term girlfriend. Newly
promoted Stu Marsh is over the moon. 

ANGUS AND DUNDEE CADET CAMP - by Sig McFegan

Straight after the Dhekelia Dash, came the Angus and Dundee
Cadet Camp organised by Cpl Tam Rennie and SSgt Kipps
Fisher . This consisted of a week’s fun and games for the cadets
including, some military lessons, some PT and some shopping,
most of which was enjoyed just as much by Cpl Rennie. . There
also was a Green Line tour in Nicosia hosted by the UN wher e
the cadets got an insight to what happened in Cyprus during the
war and got to see and test some of the MP equipment, one of
which was the breathalyser. The test dummy for this was Sig
Matt Phillips who surprisingly passed!  There was a meze
organised too where everyone got the chance to taste some of
the delicacies of Cyprus, again Sig Phillips did not disappoint
ordering a mixed grill! 

Sig Phillips who was 2 Sect comd decided to let the power go to
his head and treat the cadets like new recruits causing them all to
detest and ignore him. Then this was made worse when he was
beaten at PT by 12 year olds – not a happy bunny!  After this he
just decided he was going to shout louder at them, so it was no
surprise when he lost his voice and ended up squeaking like a
girl. 

Along with all the fun and games came an ex phase with Sgt
Muzz Sutclif f heading up the cadets as Pl Comd/Pl Sgt (a man
of many roles).  As Sgt Sutclif f had not long been back of his
SCLM he was keen as mustard to get down and dirty again. This
involved lots of rolling around ‘Rambo Style’ and plastering on
the cam cream.  Well done Sgt Sutclif f.  Enemy for this was
played by SSgt Fisher , Cpl Craig Bate and Cpl Craig Mur ney.

For some reason the cadets failed to fir e at Cpl Bate every time
they were bugged out and when asked why they said it was
because they couldn’ t tell if he was enemy or Cypriot.  So the
question is raised, does Cpl Bate really know where he comes
from?  SSgt Fisher , Cpl Bate and Cpl Mur ney all seemed to
have much more fun than the cadets. Cpl Mur ney also gave a
lesson on rations, anybody surprised? Congratulations go out to
Capt Moody who made an appearance during the ex to of fer lots
of encouragement to the cadets and Cpl Rennie who was not
himself as he had not had a brew! 

Unfortunately a lot of people missed out on working with the
cadets, SSgt(FofS) Paul Floyd , Sgt Chris Sankey , Sgt Steve
Poole , Cpl Taff Barritt , Cpl Vicky Marsh , Cpl Shaun Foster ,
LCpl Vance , LCpl Watt , LCpl Danby , LCpl Russ Matthews , Sig
Stu Marsh , Sig Gaz Evans and Sig Chesney Rogers . Hopefully
they will get a go next time.

AKROTIRI TROOP - by Sig Peters

Troop Comd Capt Watson
Troop SSgt SSgt Cooper

In the last months, Akrotiri Tp has been exceptionally busy with
the JOINT VENTUREex and Welshman projects on top of our
usual day to day work. Ex JOINT VENTUREincluded LCpl White
and Cpl Joughin .  The Welshman project has just been kicked of f
with a fibre pull, between Radio Relay and the hospital. 

A new arrival, Sig Hopkins has just come from 11 Sig Regt at
Blandford, keen to impress at his first unit.  LCpl Davies has just
returned having completed his Class 1 installation technician
course.  As he returned LCpl Reeve has just departed to begin
his Class 1. Cpl Fu , Cpl Barinasavu , Cpl Joughin and LCpl
Hammond have all moved on to their next units, leaving the Tp
short on numbers. Cpl Al Mousley took part in a boxing
competition. He was competing for ar ound 6 weeks, making it
through to the final, where he finished a very respectable 2nd and
is still suffering from his injuries. SSgt Cooper , Sig Hopkins , Sig
Malar ek and Sig Peters took part in the CCU Walkdown this
year and all crossed the finish line this time around.

Sig Van Zyl and Sig Malar ek organised our Christmas function,
kicking of f straight after work with Clay Pigeon shooting.  Sig
Hopkins came first, and was given a trophy for his efforts.  This
was followed by a meal in a restaurant in Limassol, which
inevitably led to some staying out for a few drinks in the Akr otiri
Arms.  Sig Hall has taken over as custodian at the martial arts
centre in Akrotiri, leading the field in self defence with his karate
expertise. Sig Harrison has carried on training since gaining a
silver medal, competing at karate in the UK.

EPISKOPI TROOP - by LCpl Larkins

Troop Comd Lt Miller
Troop SSgt SSgt Farr ow

Another busy month for Epi Tp with tr oop manning down to the
bare minimum because of vacant posts, people posted out and
career courses being completed.  The Tp function this month was
a Grand Prix style kart racing extravaganza. The Tp managed to
enter 2 teams of 4 drivers.  Although almost equal in driving
standards, one team prepared more for the event at the “Cyprus
Mix sandwich wagon” rather than the race track.

The first team “Heavyweights Plus one” consisted of Cpl Gaz
Coy, Cpl Richie Barlow , Sig Andy Overs and the token skinny
guy LCpl Craig Larkins .  A valiant attempt to be budding Lewis
Hamiltons was made but the bellies won in the end! Many sparks
were seen flying from the scraping and buckling under carriage!
The second team “Bowsers Rejects” consisted of Lt Dusty
Miller , LCpl Dave Hamilton , Cpl Mark Thompson and Sig Matt
Clark. They fared well and finished a dignified 4th overall. The
annual CCU Walkdown was again well supported by the Tp who
entered 2 full teams and Lt Miller in another. The first team “Dog
and Duck” consisting of Cpl Gaz Coy , Cpl Richie Silcock (MT)

Doing what he does best
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and Sig Daisy Dougherty finishing a very respectable 3rd in their
category and 15th overall. The second team, “Team Tyrone”
consisting of Sig Andy Overs , Cpl Dave Elbour n (IT)and LCpl
Del Slowey finished 4th in their category and 34th overall. Lt
Miller opted to run with the whippets of the unit in a bid to beat
his winning time of last year’s event.  His team “Forrest Gumps
Fan Club” finished 1st in their category and 5th over all with a
time of 2hrs 52mins which would have won last year’ s event!

Farewells go to LCpl Del Slowey leaving on promotion, Cpl Bob
Wells and also Cpl Andy Fu . Welcome also to the new boy Sig
Luke Sainthouse who arrived straight from the factory. Finally
Congratulations go to LCpl Del Slowey and his new wife Sarah
on their recent tying of the knot and to SSgt(FofS) Dave Wood
and his wife Angela on the birth of their new baby boy Daniel .

DHEKELIA TROOP - by Sig Evans

Troop Comd Capt Moody
Troop SSgt SSgt Fisher

In recent months we’ve had to say goodbye to some much
appreciated Tp members; first we’d like to congratulate Cpl Tam
Rennie who has moved on to gr eener pastures as the new MT
sergeant at 21 Sig Regt.  We’d also like to bid a fond far ewell and
good luck to LCpl Neal V ance and Tp clerk Nicki V ance who are
both heading back to Scotland to r ejoin Civ Div. We also have
some new arrivals to welcome. Hello to the new MT r ep, Cpl
Dave Keen from 16 Sig Regt, Sig Graham Loney fresh out of the
factory and the new clerk, Danielle Bates . Also welcome back to

Sig Adie Goodluck who has spent the last 4 months in the
Foleys, and we hope LCpl Ali W att will enjoy her time there too.

We’ve been keeping ourselves busy lately by hosting a cadet
camp and organising the annual Dhekelia Dash, for which we
were rewarded our lost weekends with a day’ s paintballing where
Sig Stu Marsh stepped up to Caddy’ s previous challenge and
took a lot of paintballs to his naked buttocks. The wives thought
it would be a nice idea to gut and r efurbish the dilapidated Bitsa
Bar, so after the entire Tp were roped in to help we celebrated the
grand re-opening with the afor ementioned paintballing day, a quiz
night, BBQ and a well deserved drink. Even Cpl Sean Foster
enjoyed himself. Congratulations to the Dhekelia Tp team who
stormed through the Inter-Troop Potted Sports competition. SSgt
Fisher , FofS Paul Floyd , Sgt Chris Sankey , Cpl Rennie , LCpl
Rich Danby , LCpl Russ Matthews and Sig McFegan came first
overall on the day. Congratulations are also in order for Sigs
‘Chez’ Rogers and Graham Loney who competed in the Cyprus
4 Day Challenge. There was a great turnout for this years CCU
Walkdown with one of our team’ s reaching 5th overall and 1st for
CCU, so congratulations to Capt Chris Moody , Lt Miller and Sgt
Sankey . Our joint Christmas function with CJSA TC was a great
success with everyone having a wonderful night and finding out
that Sgt Sankey has honed his MC Hammer moves to a fine art.
Cpl Bate no longer has any excuses after winning an alarm clock
and Sig McFegan will never need to pay for a hair cut again due
to his win on the raf fle; shame his wife Nikola is a hair dresser.

Finally we would all like to wish a happy and pr osperous marriage
to Sgt ‘Stevie’ Poole and his recent bride Jill . Congratulations.
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CO Lt Col HA Jenkins
RSM WO1(RSM) B Thor nton

Almost half way through our tour, any worries that Op TOSCA
was going to be a sunshine tour wer e well and truly dashed this
month, not only because it’ s gotten really cold but we’ve also
been phenomenally busy.  Coupled with having to dominate the
buffer zone 24hrs a day, we constantly get tasked with other
tasks that can only be completed with a touch of British panache.  

Congratulations to Lt Carys Har dwick on her promotion and to
Capt Mark Barratt for being selected for pr omotion in July 2009.

PILGRIMAGE TO THE CATHOLIC CEMETERY

Within the Buffer Zone are a number of important r eligious sites.
One of these is the old Catholic Cemetery next to W ayne’s Keep
in West Tp’s AO.  The cemetery was the scene of fierce fighting
during the war in 1974 and was left in a terrible state.  Most of
the graves have been desecrated and smashed and the whole
area is terribly overgrown.  Once a year we escort to the
cemetery a group of people who have r elatives and friends buried
there.  They clean up the graves and hold a small service. This is
a unique opportunity to visit a site close to a contested ar ea that
most of the soldiers are not allowed to enter.

OFFICERS’ MESS MEETING IN KYRENIA

Keen to break out of Ledra Palace Hotel for the day, all the
officers upped sticks and travelled north to Kyr enia for an unusual
Mess meeting.  Seated in a rooftop terrace above the scenic
Kyrenia harbour a full meeting was held before tucking in to a
traditional Turkish meze.

SECTOR 4 RUN

As part of his training for running the complete length of the
Buffer Zone, the CO took a hardy bunch for a run from the
boundary of Sector 2 and 4 back to Ledra Palace.

Ably supported by Lt Carys Har dwick carrying 20 litres of water
on her back and chasing the gr oup on a mountain bike, the CO,
Adjt and RSM kept up a blistering pace.  Maj Peter Hayes and
Capt Rich Bennett also joined in for the run through East Tp’s
AO. Hand railing ‘8km minefield’, the runners headed north
through the farm lands towar ds the Ormophita Plain.  It wasn’ t
long before they were running past the Booby Trapped Village
and entered the old city of Nicosia.  W eaving through the streets
in their UN blue t-shirts it must have been quite a sight to the
Greek and Turkish forces on duty that day.  A final dash over the
roof tops near Paphos Gate saw the gr oup returning to Ledra
Palace in triumphant style.

REMEMBRANCE PARADE

On Sunday 9 November, the Regt held a Remembrance Service
in Wayne’s Keep Cemetery.  The cemetery is where many of

The Remembrance Service at Wayne’s Keep Cemetery
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those who died on active service during the Cyprus Emer gency
are buried. The colonial authorities established it originally during
WW2.  Today the cemetery, two and half miles west of the
divided capital on the Myrtou Road, lies in the UN Buf fer Zone,
which separates the Turkish and Greek Cypriot contr olled sectors.
To the north and west, it is overlooked by the T urkish Army, to the
south by the Greek National Guard and to the east by an
UNFICYP Observation Post. The service was attended by all
nationalities from UNFICYP and a great many ex-pats from
northern Cyprus.  It was a hot day and the orientation of the
cemetery meant most of us had the sun in our eyes thr oughout
but it was a good service and the piper and bugler played well.  It
was great to see everyone looking so smart with their poppies
and the officers and SNCOs in their No 4 dress. A fantastic day.
The Regt held a short service on Tuesday 11 November on the
parade square to mark the actual Armistice. 

FORCE COMMANDER’S INSPECTION

The final inspection in a round of inspections was conducted by
the Force Comd.  This was the final tick in the box that we
needed to be declared mission ready. After an initial brief from the
CO, the inspection team split into 2, one team concentrated on
G4 matters and issues around the Palace, the other, led by the
Force Comd, examined our knowledge on G3 issues.  After a
quick briefing fr om Capt Graham Gaw on Civil Affairs issues the
Force Comd visited the JOC befor e going on patrol to Discovery
Hill with West Tp.  Rushed back to Ledra Palace he received a
patrol briefing from 2Lt Andr ew Common before heading out to
East Tp’s AO.  After a ground brief on top of UN 84 he was taken
on a bicycle patrol through the Ormophita Plain, through Bobby
Trap Village and back into the city via Pegasus Gate. The whole
day went very well with the Regt passing with flying colours.

FOOTBALL v 3NG

It must be a typically British thing, playing football with people to
help strengthen relationships and build confidence.  With this in
mind we tentatively agreed to a football match against the 3r d Bn
of the Greek Cypriot National Guard.  With a whole island’s worth
of young conscripted soldiers to choose fr om, we were
convinced that the whole Cypriot team would be full of semi-
professional footballers.  Thankfully it wasn’ t and we put up a fine
display of football skills, with the match finishing on a very
friendly score of 2 – 2.

HALF MARATHONS GALORE

The last weekend of November saw members of the Regt taking
part in half marathons across the island.  Unbeknownst to the
various groups of runners in Ledra Palace, we all managed to
organise different events for our peers.  After the initial confusion
on Sunday morning over what transport was going wher e, we
ended up with runners in Limassol, Paphos and Amathunta.  The
day went very well with runners with timings ranging fr om 1hr

40mins for Capt Mark Barratt to a hard earned 2hrs 33mins.
Dinner on Sunday evening was awash with medals and new t-
shirts.

MILITARY SKILLS COMPETITION

Every 6 months there is a military skills competition held at the
old airport with teams fr om across the island taking part.  The
Argentineans have won the competition for the last 4 times, so
this year we were determined to give them a run for their money .

The competition started early (reveille was at 0300hrs) with an
endurance march.  It was a tough route carrying a heavy burden
but our A Team, led by 2Lt Andr ew Common , performed
brilliantly and won the march!  The Argentineans were so
ashamed their officer told his men to r emove their commando
patches from their uniforms.

The competition then became a series of tough stands
throughout the airport.  There was off road driving, map reading,
incident reaction, command tasks, observation and weapon
handling skills.  All stands were challenging, especially trying to
reassemble the other nations’ weapons whilst blind folded!  The
final event was the obstacle course, cheer ed on by other
members of the Regt our teams blasted r ound the circuit to the
skirl of the bagpipes and performed fantastically .

Out of 10 teams, our A Team came 2nd overall and our B Team,
led by 2Lt Dan Br ooks , came 9th.  A great result, especially
when there was only 20 points between 1st and 2nd places.

Going in for a tackle against the National Guard

Tired runners at the end of the Amathunta Half Marathon 
and 10km

The two teams in the UN Military Skills Competition
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Senior British Officer Lt Col G L Benson.
RSM WO1(RSM) M McNeill.

The NCISS has been absent from The Wire for some time, so I
thought I would start by explaining wher e we are, what we are
and what goes on at the school.

NCISS LATINA

The city of Latina has a population of appr oximately 110,000 and
lies about 60 km to the south of Rome in the district of Lazio.
There has been a NATO Communications School on this site
since its formation in 1952. The NCISS provides over 56 different
technical and operator courses in support of all NA TO nations
and deployments. The School has an annual turnover of
approximately 3000 international students and although the
majority of our courses are conducted here at the school, we
quite often send our instructors to op theatr es in order to provide
on site assistance and training. The present Commandant is Col
Luigi Borfiga of the Italian Air Force.

The permanent staff at the school consists of ar ound 100 military
and civilian personnel drawn from all over NATO. The UK’s
contribution consists of an Of ficer, a Warrant Officer and 11
SNCOs from all 3 Services.   We currently have one from RN, 6
from the RAF and 5 members of the Royal Corps of Signals, in
the form of Lt Col Guy Benson , WO1(RSM) ‘Mac’ McNeill , SSgt
Andy Simmons , Sgt Rob Wiggins and Sgt Kev W ood . The
remainder of the staff at NCISS come from a number of dif ferent
NATO member countries. Germany and the USA both make a
sizable contribution to the military component but other nations
such as Canada, Portugal, Spain, Greece and of course Italy are
also represented. Luckily for our instructors, all lessons ar e taught
in English, as this is the first language of NATO.

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES

This has been a busy year for the staff at the School and the
British component has r ecently undergone a number of
personality changes.  Firstly we would like to bid a very warm
welcome to Lt Col Guy Benson who arrived with us at the
beginning of November from 34 Sig Regt to assume the post of
Chief Training Branch.  He also inherits the dubious honour of
being the Senior British Officer (SBO). Of course with every new
arrival there must be a departure so we would like to take this
opportunity to say far ewell and best wishes to Lt Col Nik
Hammett and his wife Tina who leave us on retirement, having
completed 38 years service with the Corps. A couple mor e new
arrivals made an appearance at the end of September, this time
in the form of 2 bouncing baby boys.  First to Sgt Kev W ood and
his wife Val followed only a few hours later by another baby boy

to Sgt Rob Wiggins and Holli . They were delivered in the
American Military Hospital on the outskirts of Naples and both
mothers and babies are all doing well, so congratulations all
round.

REMEMBRANCE DA Y AT ANZIO WAR CEMETERY

On Sunday 9 November 2008, the British, Canadian and
American personnel from the school attended our annual
Remembrance Day Service at the Commonwealth War Graves
Cemetery, Anzio. The event was organised by the RSM and
presided over by Capt (Padr e) David Gr eenwood of the
Canadian Navy who travelled down from Rome in order to
perform the service.  Wreaths were laid on behalf of the
Commonwealth and the personnel fr om all 3 Services who paid
the ultimate sacrifice in the service of our country . One of the
great advantages of being here in Latina is that we are able to
conduct our cer emony on the site of one of the must famous ops
of WW2, Op SHINGLE.

After the initial invasion of the Italian mainland in September
1943, the Allies made steady progress despite stif f resistance, but
by the end of October the Allies wer e facing the German winter
defensive position known as the Gustav Line. This str etched from
the river Garigliano in the west to the Sangro in the east and
incorporated the formidable obstacle of Monte Cassino. Initial
attempts to br each the western end of the line were unsuccessful
so a plan was devised to outflank it and open the r oad to Rome. 

Op SHINGLE was launched in January 1944 and involved the
amphibious landing of some 36,000 Allied tr oops behind the
German lines at the costal town of Anzio, which lies
approximately 50 kms to the south of Rome.  Although the
landings at Anzio went relatively unopposed, the Germans quickly
regrouped and a stalemate ensued. A breakout was not actually
achieved until May of that year after some vicious fighting and a
great loss of life on both sides. Those British and Commonwealth
personnel who fell during the battle ar e interred at one of two
locations. 

The Beachhead War Cemetery, Anzio lies close to the site of the
original casualty clearing station. Burials wer e made direct from
the battlefield after the landings and later , after the Army had
moved forward, many bodies were brought in from the
surrounding countryside.  The cemetery contains 2,316
Commonwealth burials of WW2, 295 of them unidentified.

The location of the second cemetery at Anzio was selected not
long after the landings and the burials here date from the period
immediately following the initial asslt.  Anzio W ar Cemetery
contains 1,056 Commonwealth burials of which, 19 ar e
unidentified.

NCISS LATINA 
ITALY

The Senior British Officer, the Commandant and the RSM of
NCISS Latina

The Beachhead Cemetery at Anzio
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OC Maj AJ Smith
RSM WO1(RSM) D Holr oyd

OP HERRICK 9 - SUPPOR TING 3 COMMANDO BRIGADE
COMMS SQUADRON

Tp Comd Lt A Jankiewicz
Tp Sgt Sgt M Johnson

TASK FORCE HELAMND HQ (LASHKAR GAR) - by Sig Ord

Members of 102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (262 Sqn) were attached
to 3 Cdo Bde Comms Sqn for Op HERRICK 9.  It all began in
July with the MRX on Salisbury Plain where we were to meet
‘Royal’ for the first time. The first noticeable dif ference was the
lingo.  We quickly found out if we did not change ours then it was
press-ups galore; needless to say we learnt quickly – so brews
became wets and cookhouse became galley . 

September quickly came and the tour had begun with a select
few staying in the Main HQ whilst the r est of the 262 guys were
split up and deployed to the dif ferent BGs around Helmand
Province.  Our main role here at Lashkar Gar is to ‘enable and
support the tactical CIS ar chitecture within TFH in order to
support ongoing ops within the TFH AO’.  That means
maintaining comms across Helmand Province from the J3 Ops
Room, mainly using TACSAT 117, Bowman HF and HPW means.
We communicate to all of the BGs and various call signs on the
ground as ‘0’, feeding any information to the Staf f Officers in the
Ops Room as required.  Our tempo of work has incr eased
dramatically now that we have taken over authority , especially in
dealing with 9-liners and TiCs.  Of a special note is Sig Ashley
Farrell who received a huge chuck up for dealing with various
MEDEVACS whilst on her radio watch.  She has dealt with these
situations very professionally and has already proved herself as a
more than competent operator who can be r elied on in a difficult
and stressful situation.  

The town of Lashkar Gar was attacked within days of the new
Bde taking over.  This became a nightly ordeal for over a week
and then the attention was tur ned to the camp with 107 r ockets.
Thankfully nobody was hurt, even Travis , the IED sniffer dog had
a near miss with one blind round landing in his dog compound –
luckily he and his dog handler were not there at the time. Some
rivalry has been noticed between us and the Marines, especially
on the volleyball court.  Like a scene out of ‘Top Gun’ we have

found a sport that ‘Royal’ ar e rubbish at.  Sig Will Forshaw AKA
‘the champ’ has taken it upon himself to challenge the RM to a
pull-up challenge.  He has really impressed them with his dead
hangs and is still trying to get his chin over the bar .  I’m sure his
shoebox diet of Crunchies and Cadburys is helping him!

BG (N) 45 COMMANDO GROUP RLD (KAJAKI AND SANGIN)
- by LCpl Davidson-Paige

Sig Turnbull of 21 Sig Regt and I are the only Royal Signals CSG
personnel currently attached to 45 Cdo in BG (N). We are both
situated in FOB Jackson, more commonly known as Sangin DC.
I have taken on the role of Rear Link Detachment Comd and work
out of the JOC.  My job entails maintaining the comms link up to
Bde and down to all 45 Cdo assets in the Sangin AO.  Sig
Turnbull’ s job, as the only ED in the FOB, is to maintain the
power of the entire camp and most importantly , the HQ. Day to
day routine is quite mundane as there isn’t an awful lot to do.
There is a running route that is about a km in distance and a
small gym that is growing slowly but it gets the job done. Ther e is
a small local shop inside the camp that sells cigar ettes and also
cans of pop; 1 for $1 or 24 for $10 – strange business but he
makes it work.  There is a welfare suite with 6 Paradigm phones
and at any one time about half of them work.  Ther e are also a
few text link machines. 

There is only one internet terminal, so you quickly adher e to
getting up at strange times to make sur e you have your turn.
There is also a TV room with a DVD player and you can book
DVDs out to watch. The best part is pr obably the river that runs
straight through the middle of the camp supplying a swimming
pool, self catering laundry service, bath and drinking water all in
one. Oh, and a toilet for the locals; let’ s just say it puts hairs on
your chest. One of the funniest things on the camp is pr obably
watching the D and V patients make the 200m sprint to the toilet.
Let’s just say that there are some disappointed faces fairly
frequently. On a serious note though, Sangin is quite good for
making friendships and cr eating camaraderie.  It is such a small
place and everyone has to work for each other.  Unfortunately we
had to attend a memorial service the other day as 45 Cdo had
lost one of their Marines to an IED strike but as always everyone
showed the true testament of the people in Sangin and as soon
as the memorial was done we cracked on with the jobs at hand.
Hopefully we won’ t have to re-live it again any time soon.

BG (N/W) 2 RGR RLD (MUSA QUAL ’EH AND NOW ZAD)
- by Sig Bowie

There are 3 of us from 262 Sig Sqn attached to 3 Cdo Bde CSG
working in BG (NW) under the BG command of 2 RGR.  We
arrived at the beginning of October after a long wait at Brize
Norton.  Not the fault of the ageing planes of course!  The RLD
team consists of Sgt ‘Jonno’ Johnson , LCpl Johnny Gray and
Sig ‘Mogley’ Bowie with 4 Royal Marines and we have been here
for nearly 2 months now. Sgt Johnson is in FOB Edinburgh
running the RLD from the dusty plains.  LCpl Gray and Sig
Bowie are in Musa Qua’ eh DC with 300 other troops on a tiny
camp.  In both locations we ar e on hard routine due to the remote
locations of both the FOB and DC. The FOB is 6kms away but it
takes over 1 hour to reach either destination due to the
requirement of Op BARMA to clear the ever increasing amount of
IEDs being laid on the MSRs.  LCpl Gray frequently accompanies
the BG CO as Comd’s TAC while I work in the Ops Room
maintaining comms with our units out on ops on the gr ound.

LATE NEWS

102 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (262)

GÜTERSLOH

Main Troop at Lashkar Gar
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Food in BG (N/W) is 10 man rations but the Gurkhas are very
good at making it taste good and even disguising it to even look
different.  Showers come once in a blue moon as ther e is limited
water and getting a hot shower is luck of the draw .  Most of us
are on R&R soon, except Sgt Johnson who is taking the pain
and surviving until February 09.  Good luck! 

BG (C) DAN BAT RLD (GERESHK) - by LCpl Cummings

LCpl Kev George and I arrived in FOB Price with 6 operators
from 3 Cdo Bde Comms Sqn and a Tech, Cpl Charlie Br own .
We arrived on 22 September with high expectations of FOB Price,
after hearing various rumours about the FOB being called FOB
‘Nice’ with facilities such as a swimming pool, gym, a NAAFI,
welfare facilities and the New Zealand Nursing Corps.  We have
not been disappointed apart fr om the lack of the Nursing Corps
ladies! Once we arrived in the FOB from Camp Bastion, we wer e
greeted by members of 216 Sig Sqn who gave us a tour of the
camp and took us to our accommodation.  The next couple of
days involved the handover/takeover of the Ops Room, a quick
insight into the comms equipment we wer e going to use such as
HPW, TacSat 117f, HF and VHF (Bowman), and our initial meeting
with our Danish counterparts.  

I got the feeling that the 216 lads wer e looking forward to
leaving.Since we took over the Ops Room we have been
providing comms for the Danish BG with the radio shifts varying
from 6 to 12 hours, depending on the manpower available.  Most
guys are used for the various ops carried out in the BG (C) AO.
We also have to provide 3 operators to man a rebro in FOB
Armadillo but I haven’t had the chance to grace that location with
my presence yet. Other commitments our det has to pr ovide are
VHF Tac Sigs for A Coy Leopard 2 Tanks, B and C M113 Mech Inf
Coys, Danish Recce, CO TAC, QRF and any Logistic convoys
moving from Bastion through the AO.  The members of the det
have been involved in many incidents already, from numerous
large contacts to IED strikes to dr opping 500lb bombs on enemy
positions. Apart fr om the above there has been little action to
report.  With 4 months left I’m hoping to get to spend some time
in FOB Armadillo during December, so watch this space! 

BG (S) QDG RLD (GARMSIR) - by LCpl Hazell

FOB Dwyer is one of the southern most outposts for British
troops in Helmand Province.  Located appr oximately 85km South
of Camp Bastion and a shorter distance fr om the Afghanistan
border with Pakistan, the area was once a sea bed millions of
years ago, evident from the ground and salt content of the
showers.  This is home to UKLF CSG RLD, LCpl ‘Eazy’ Hazell
and Sig ‘Ar nie’ Ar neaud for the next 6 months attached to the
QDG. The main roles for the FOB are an echelon base for
resupplying BG(S) and a gun line for the 29 Cdo RA.  Here we are
kept busy by 3 command posts and an Engr Tp with various
comms taskings, of fering support and advice as well as
maintaining the FOB CP.  Camp Force Protection is a part of our
daily routine.  We also get involved with the recovery of stores
from the air drops, where it is interesting to see that no matter
how the parachutes are folded they fit in the bags; wish I could
say the same for our numerous GS tents back at camp! 

Sig Ar neaud is more comfortable with the pace of life her e at
FOB Dwyer having been here for a week.  He came from a patrol
base where he spent the first 5 weeks of his tour ear ning his
money by getting rounds down and being involved in several
contacts.  He was deployed as a rifleman on several patr ols with
an Inf Pl and recalls one incident where he was waist deep in
water with his feet stuck in the mud while EF initiated a contact!
He pleaded with his fellow soldiers “get me the hell out of this
mud”.  The living conditions at the patr ol base were very poor.
EF continuously tried to overrun the patr ol base and he had to
fight them of f alongside the men he was working with.  This hits
home that you are a soldier first and tradesman second. Having
not received a contact here at ‘Dwyernapa’ for over a year, it
caught me by surprise diving for cover when the guns r eceived a
fire mission and I mistook it for IDF from the enemy; those guns
pack a loud punch!

BG (CS) RLD CAMP BASTION (LASHKAR GAR AND NAD ALI)
- by LCpl Coyne

I arrived at BG (Centre South) HQ in Camp Bastion from HQ Task
Force Helmand in Lashkar Gah.  When I arrived, all we had was a
tent and not a lot else.  As it was a newly forming BG cr eated to
enhance the ISAF presence in the local sensitive area of Nad Ali,
myself, the CP SNCO, Sgt Scott RM and the RSO, Lt Harrison
RN were faced with an uphill task of begging, borr owing and
stealing kit from here, there and everywhere in Camp Bastion to
get the HQ up and running for the pending influx of Staf f Officers.
After 2 days of very hard work we managed to get enough kit
together to engineer all the comms links in the HQ.  We had to
engineer 3 HF links and 4 TACSAT links into the HQ which
normally would be a relatively easy task but with the kit issues we
had, it wasn’ t so easy. We worked Cpl Lance Mann hard making
us cables and sorting out other pieces of kit.After a couple of
days Lt Harrison RN got sent to Oman to work with the Nimr od
crew so Sgt Scott RM had to step up and become the new RSO.
We gained an extra man from the OMLT in Shorabak, Cpl
Noormann RM and he would immediately step up as the CP
SNCO.  After that came the task of finding mor e operators; we
managed to get 2 extra operators one fr om 45 Cdo Group and
one from The RIFLES. All the hard work paid of f with the Staf f
Officers arriving comfortably and the BG HQ managing to step up
without any major dramas. The establishment of the new BG
proved to be a real challenge to all involved but was a very
valuable experience.

IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TEAM (IRT) (BASTION)
- by LCpl Forsyth  

The IRT is a team of people that are on immediate NTM to
respond to any casualty 9-liner calls fr om any of the BGs on the
ground.  We deploy in an IRT aircraft which is a helicopter
designed especially to deal with such incidents.  Depending on
the event the Medical Emergency Response Team (MERT)
normally consists of a doctor/s, medics with their specialist
trauma kit i.e. oxygen, drips, r esuscitation kit, etc, one Sig, 3
Force Protection, 2 EOD specialists and the flight cr ew.  If the
situation permits, crash, fir e and rescue may also be involved. 

Most of the time the callouts ar e for Category A or B casualties
which are then taken back to the R2E Hospital at Camp Bastion
which has enhanced resuscitation equipment. We can be
anywhere in the Helmand Province within 60 mins.  During the
day we have 30 mins to get of f the ground and at night time we
are given 60 mins.  My job as the IRT Sig is to provide comms
back to ‘0’, if we ar e left on the ground.  Other jobs that we do
include extra medical cover if r equired, force protection and
stretcher bearing.  Since joining the IRT 2 months ago the IRT
have been called out over a hundred times and have picked up
over a 150 casualties.  These casualties have varied from missing
limbs, blast wounds and gun shot wounds to the unfortunate
soldiers that have lost their lives.  Since joining the IRT, I have
thoroughly enjoyed it and I will be sad to leave the job that I have
been doing.  It has been very rewarding being part of a team that
try their best to save the lives of those fighting on the gr ound.  

OPERATION MENTOR LIAISON TEAM (OML T)
- by Sig Matthew

I have been stationed in Sangin DC for nearly 2 months and am
currently attached to 1 RIFLES E Coy.  I am part of an 11-man
team who mentor the HQ personnel of Kandak 2 and also pr ovide
the manpower for the OC’s TAC.  The OMLT’s main role out here
is to mentor HQ Coy ANA in their every day tasks. This might
mean helping them with patr ols, providing a link for close air
support, assisting the Kandak XO in pr eparation of ANA Ops or
making sure that rations and supplies arrive safely from Camp
Shorabak. So far I have had a good tour.  I have been on several
patrols, both on foot and in vehicles. Twice I have been in
contact; both of these wer e when at PB Waterloo 2 weeks ago.
My job is to maintain and look after all comms r elated equipment.
I’m in charge of the battery stor e (recharging and maintaining) and
also responsible for the ECM suites on both of the OML T WMIKs. 
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Every day we act as a QRF for the OMLT teams that are
permanently stationed out on the gr ound.  We also do between 2
– 6 hrs of radio stag a day, depending on whether the QRF or the
OC Tac Group is out on the gr ound.  The most demanding thing
about this tour is when we have to secur e the ground whilst
CLPs, Op LOAM and Op GRANITE are on.  Due to the amount of
time it takes to move safely fr om Robinson to Sangin and Sangin
to Inkerman, we can sometimes be out on the gr ound for periods
of 10 hrs or more; not much fun now it’ s starting to get cold. The
food is very disappointing.  W e have the same lunch and
breakfast every day.  The only meal that is any good is dinner but
I’m getting a bit bor ed of packet mash potatoes and tinned
peaches!  We have only recently received showers but they’r e
always freezing cold.  I think this is due to the Marines needing to
shower 6 times a day!  

They have now been briefed up that they can only have one
shower a day so hopefully I’ll get a warm one soon!  Befor e we
had showers and the weather tur ned cold, we used the river as
our main washing and bathing area.  We also use the river to
hand wash our clothes.  When we first arrived in Sangin, the
OMLT living area had not been particularly well maintained.  We
have been making steady improvements since our arrival,
including putting up shelves, r e-building the cooking ar ea, fixing
the lighting and waterpr oofing areas ready for the winter.  We
have even managed to get hold of a projector and painted the
wall so we can have movie nights!   Recently the broken BFBS
set has been fixed so we now have a telly.  Once a week we all
have a go at cooking a meal (so we don’ t have to suffer from the
packet mash!) and we all sit round the table; it’ s very informal.

MEANTIME BACK A T GUTERSLOH…

EXERCISE MERCURY HALBERD - by WO2(YofS) M Allen

With the majority of the Sqn deployed on ops in Iraq and
Afghanistan, Ex MERCURY HALBERD was going to be a

challenge for all those involved.  Comms Tp, lead by Lt Sarah
O’Connell and SSgt ‘Titch’ Meakin rose to the task of deploying
with limited manpower and unfamiliar equipment.  They wer e
supported by SSgt Andy ‘Skippy’ Gr een and his team from
Support Tp and Sgt Russ Bour ne’s crew did an excellent job of
keeping everybody fed thr oughout the ex.  

On 9 November, the Sqn deployed to Halter n training area with
the aim of practising short range Bowman comms and low level
Corps specific skills.  So after a hectic first 24 hrs the Sqn settled
into routine and conducted a variety of training stands; V ehicle
Recovery, Off Road Driving and Siting of a Comms Det.
SSgt(YofS) Wilcockson ran the much appreciated Comms stand,
with all those attending gaining a better understanding of det
drills and fundamentals.  The transition to operating in a tactical
environment enabled Comms Tp to polish up their skills but this
proved to be a steep learning curve for many.  It also gave
everybody ample opportunity to practise their skills particularly
recovery; the majority of which was not part of the REME stand! 

The Ops Team, eagerly assisted by LCpl ‘Mossie’ Mosforth and
Sgt ‘Speedy’ Thomas (both of whom make an excellent br ew)
coordinated the ex from the ‘Northstar Enterprise’.  The most
miles driven award goes to WO2(FofS) Openshaw who with the
OC kept a close eye on all those taking part in the ex. On
completion of the Halter n phase, Comms Tp deployed to both
Elmpt and Hohne areas to practise Skywave comms in a non-
tactical environment.  After a hard week at Haltern this change of
step was a welcome change with even the RSM getting in on the
comms.  Ex MERCURY HALBERD proved to be invaluable
training.  It enabled the operators to dust of f the cobwebs and
practise their BOWMAN comms skills over a long distance.  It
also tested the Ops Team command and contr ol of all deployed
elements, ensuring all were gaining as much training benefit
where possible. This training will be put to good use next year
when the Sqn deploys on Ex FLYING RHINO in the Czech
Republic.

2nd SIGNAL REGIMENT 
YORK

CO Lt Col JJ Cole OBE
RSM WO1(RSM) JA Mar ch

214 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Capt DJ Cor coran
SSM WO2(SSM) A Hayes

REAR PARTY - by Lt Barter

Tp OC Lt H Barter
Tp SSgt SSgt D Pur don

After saying goodbye to the main body of 214 Sqn as they
deployed on Op TELIC, the mighty Thor Tp were straight back
into Regimental commitments by pr eparing for ECI week. We
would like to welcome SSgt Dave Pur don , Thor Tp’s new SSgt;
although he hasn’t been seen that much due to being away on
Cormorant courses.  We also welcome Cpl Jenny Jones , LCpl
Rachel Usher and LCpl Sam Boggon .  LCl Madden had a very
short welcome befor e deploying on Op ATLANTA, one day after
arriving in work. Thor Tp have welcomed back Sig Leon Hill from
Op TELIC. We have said goodbye to a few key members of the
Tp, Sgt Tony Lewis and Cpl Jim Logan .  LCpl Jamie T rigg and
LCpl ‘Evo’ Evans left on promotion.  Also LCpls Ryan and
Richar dson start their new lives in civilian street; so as you can
tell there have been quite a few leaving functions! Promotions this
month have been for Sigs Batchelor , Johnson and Gallagher
who have been promoted to LCpl.  LCpl Hoszowskyj has been
promoted to Cpl and finally 2Lt Barter has been promoted to Lt.
Just goes to pr ove that miracles do happen in Glasgow!

KUWAIT SUPPORT FACILITY (KSF) TROOP
- by LCpl Luke ‘ Chadders’ Chadwick

Tp OC Lt C Healey
Tp SSgt SSgt N Howar d

RSOI

After a very early start, an aeroplane with a missing engine, a 3
hour delay and a plane getting de-iced in Hannover , we
eventually arrived at our final destination, Camp Beuhring.
Needless to say we were a little worse for wear! On arrival we
were greeted with the shouting of dir ections which soon woke
everybody up.  A few briefings later, we were awarded an
afternoon of rest that was well deserved.  Though sleep pr oved to
be a problem as the sound of rolling thunder coming fr om Sgt
Jase Martins’ bed space kept everyone awake. This was the
start of RSOI. The RSOI package consisted of lessons, field
stands, lessons and more lessons.  Some of which were never
ending but some everyone found very inter esting.  The clear
favourite of the week would have to be the HMMVV Egr ess
Aptitude Trainer (HEAT).  We were placed in an American HMMVV
and rotated around, simulating an RTA or vehicle rollover.  We
were then to carry out the drills taught in pr evious lessons to
escape the now upside down vehicle.  Cpl Rach Kenyon found
this incredibly hard as she couldn’ t control her laughter
throughout.  Sgt Dan Tooke also found it hard after his crew of
Sgt Jase Martin , Cpl Leon Bradley and LCpl Luke Chadwick
deserted him and left him strapped in, upside down.  Only after
he whimpered for help, did they r eturn to assist him. A close
second to the HEAT stand was the Battlefield Casualty Drills
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Training (BCDT) stand.  Here we were introduced to the US
Army’s training dolls, which are life sized and they react to the
treatment carried out on them.  These were very realistic dolls
which blinked and br eathed – all adding to the training.  A lot of
the guys came out covered in fake blood which was squirted
from the wounds on the doll. The days to follow became very
routine, with a couple of PT “acclimatisation” runs and mor e
briefings.  On Day 6 we attended the ranges to carry out a
grouping and zeroing practice. Everyone checked out OK up until
Cpl Mikey Williams came to shoot.  After firing his first shot he
was seen by LCpl Lawr ence Chadwick , slyly removing his dust
cover from the end of his rifle after his first r ound had gone
straight through the middle of it.  This must have af fected his aim,
as it took 2 or 3 mor e attempts to finally zero, and that after being
moved to 25m with SUSAT to hurry him up. 

Day 1 of the handover/takeover went well, even though it left us
scratching our heads but we soon got to grips with the task in
hand and slipped into the r ole we are here to do.  Everyone is
trying to grasp their r oles as quickly as possible as the work load
for the Tp is due to incr ease in the coming months with a lot of
new roles moving to our location. This will bring with it a lar ge
number of new installations, including fibr e optic and copper
networks. After a few days in the job we decided to awar d
ourselves with a BBQ and quiz night to see the guys fr om 219
Sqn off.  Cpl Alfie Gar nett , LCpl Luke Chadwick and Sig
Richar d Jones were the quiz masters for the night with SSgt
Sean Sweeney and Cpl Harry Harrison taking on the chefs’ r ole.
Now that we are settled in, we hope to get involved with the
numerous competitions and themed nights that ar e held here on
a weekly basis by our American cousins.  We also have our sites
set on achieving our ultimate goal of acquiring Cpl Scott
Woodr ow’s desert floppy hat and getting it tailor ed, as he refuses
to do it.  The next few months ar e likely to be extremely busy for
us, but we look forwar d to the challenges it will bring.

BAGHDAD COMMUNICA TIOS UNIT (BCU) TROOP

SO2 J6 SBMR-I Maj P N Randell
Tp OC Lt R Thompson
Tp SSgt SSgt M Brameld

JOURNEY TO BAGHDAD - by LCpl Luke Robinson

The advance party met up on a cold English mor ning knowing full
we this would pr obably be the last dr eary morning for a while.
We boarded the plane at RAF Brize Norton not knowing that it
would take us 36 hrs to r each our final destination. We finally
landed in Kuwait in the early hours of the mor ning, where we
were ushered to a holding pen and informed that ther e were no
flights into Iraq during the day so we wer e to spend the day at
Camp Buehring until nightfall.  Upon arrival at Camp Buehring,
we found it necessary to commandeer the welfar e room and
make the nice comfy sofas our beds for the day and to take
control of the remote control.  So after a very uneventful day in
Kuwait, we boarded our plan for Baghdad.  Upon arrival in
Baghdad we were greeted and taken to yet another holding pen,
where we were put onto the helicopters that would take us to our
final destination.  But what wasn’ t briefed to us was that these
helicopters were going to be firing flares, so when the first flares
went off we all tried to grab our rifles as we thought we wer e
being fired upon.  Nice of them to let us know eh!? A couple of
days later and after a few “I’m going home “ comments fr om the
lads from 219 Sqn, we were left to it.  So life in BSU could begin
for real.

I think every piece of kit has developed a mind of its own since
214 took over and seem to be running its own shift patter ns.
We’ve also found out that the power sour ces in Iraq don’ t like
rain, which is not good as we’r e coming up to the rainy season.
So no rest for our Techs – it’s probably about time they ear ned
their pop star wages.  But I do feel that we ar e starting to settle in
after only a few weeks and things on the comms side ar e starting
to look up. 

246 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj BG White
SSM WO2(SSM) Dhirbahadur Pun

OP VERITAS

Lt Corns Hands Over to Lt Healey

Why is there a bush growing out of my dish?

Telly Savalas makes an unexpected appearance – on time!
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246 Gurkha Sig Sqn has been operationally very busy recently,
Op VERITAS being one of them.  The aim of the op is to pr ovide
the ICS support to the Senior British Military Advisor (SBMA).  It
is divided into 2 locations, SBMA (Rear) in Tampa Florida and
SBMA (Forward) in Qatar.

SBMA (FORWARD)

If you are very lucky you will end up in to Qatar as part of SBMA
(Forward).  The aim of the op is to provide the ICS support to the
SBMA in Qatar.  SBMA and key members of his staf f have an
irregular, recurring requirement to deploy forwar d to Central
Command (CENTCOM) Fwd HQ (CFH) in Qatar.  Some ICS/CIS
assets for SBMA (Forward) are permanently located in Qatar,
other assets and supporting personnel ar e tasked to deploy as
required in support of each separate activation or to conduct
technical and engineering works.  The det consisting of 7
personnel from Sekkong Tp 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn led by SSgt Dev
Megi Ghotane who deployed to Qatar on 16 August
accompanied by 3 other personnel fr om 214 Sig Sqn.  The main
aim during the period was to carry out the handover/takeover
from 214 Sig Sqn, carry out specified technical and engineering
works and to establish complete strategic UK ICS/CIS support to
the Staff Officers.  The first few days after arriving in Camp Al
Udeid (CAD) Air Force Base, Qatar was a very busy period.
Acclimatisation and familiarisation was followed by going thr ough
Qatari Customs for clearance to the next camp, Camp As
Sayliyah (CAS), where the United State Central Command
(CENTCOM) is located.  

After getting used to the dif ficult hot weather, the
handover/takeover process took place.  The Sigs det was
responsible for providing a wide variety of services, like secur e
voice and data i.e. phones, JOCS, MPTE, VTC, LWRN etc.
Another important achievement was installing MPTE terminals (a
secure very useful messaging system used by all three Services)
for the very first time in the location.  The services wer e
engineered in no time and ready for the Staff Officers to use. It
was our great fortune to meet SBMA himself Maj Gen JH
Thomas DSO and his staff.  The quality of service impressed
them and they thanked the det personally for their har d work.  On
Sunday 31 August, after the successful deployment, the det
personnel flew back home. The deployment period lasted for 2
weeks but the operational task isn’ t yet finished as the det
remains at R3 readiness in preparation for any future
deployments.  The det has been successful in achieving its aim of
providing CIS and ICS capability to support the SBMA Forwar d
HQ staffs.  With important experience gained fr om the first
deployment, the det is eagerly looking forwar d to the next one.

SUPPORT SQUADRON 

OC Maj PA Anderson
SSM SSgt(SSM) Roberts

As the Regt is changing over from Op TELIC 12 to 13 and
presently conducting a Combined Inspection W eek, Sp Sqn
continues to play its vital r ole in providing timely administrative
and logistical support in-barracks and to the deployed tr oops.  In
addition, we also have Sqn personnel deployed on Op TELIC, Op
HERRICK and elsewhere around the world; winterisation in
BATUS, VM support in Kenya and ICS support to BFSAI to
mention a few.  The hard work is recognised and congratulations
go to the Trg Wing YofS, WO2 Mitch Mitchell who is posted to
HQ 11 Sig Bde on promotion to WO1, acting SSM, SSgt Daz
Roberts who is posted to 10 Sig Regt in the New Year as
RQMS(T) and to Cpl Smudge Smith RAMC who is posted to
Chatham on promotion to Sgt.  

There have also been promotions for 6 of the IS Engrs: LCpl
Evans, LCpl Bradfor d, LCpl Anderson , LCpl Campbell , LCpl
Chimalilo and LCpl Wain; well done to all.  Finally,
congratulations must also go to WO1(FofS IS) Jules Thor ne who
was successful on the  recent LECB and to our AGC Det Comd,
Lt Simon Marwick and his fiancé Hanna on the birth of their
daughter Sienna . As we get ready for the pre-Christmas

Regimental social events and a period of well earned leave, I
would like to welcome all those r ecently posted into the Sqn and
bid a fond farewell to those posted out; we wish them all well for
the future.

NATIONAL MOD ROAD SAFETY WEEK

The National MoD Road Safety week took place during
November, 2 Sig Regt provided Road Safety stands during the
week, with the week finishing with a Regimental Safe and Skilled
Driving competition.  The week started with members of the
Regimental MT under the control of SSgt Der ek Jenkinson
carrying out vehicle, lights tests for members of the Garrison.
This was a popular event which allowed partners of those that ar e
deployed in the Regt to take advantage and have their lights
tested A brochure on Winter Driving was given to personnel who
entered the Barracks during certain times of the day .  This is was
an outstanding piece of information which was pr ovided by SSgt
Darren Roberts .  The Safe and Skilled driving competition was
provided by Sgt Mick Makin assisted by Cpl Badger T aylor and
Cpl Simmo Simpson .  This competition was br oken down into 5
parts, MT theory, vehicle checks, trailer reversing, recovery and
off road driving.  The general knowledge during this period was at
times scary, especially for Cfn Snaith who scored 27 out of a
possible 40.  

It is rumoured that he is looking forwar d to the next challenge and
if possible would like to move into the Regimental MT . Cpls Ross
Mellon and Mick Downs provided the recovery phase during the
day; it must be said that this pr oved to be most challenging part
of the competition.  The teams wer e introduced to a well written
scenario and were given a demonstration on the use of the T35,
anchor spikes and plate.  The aim was to use the equipment
provided and move a disabled Land Rover to the finishing line
10m away.  The teams attacked the task using their brains and a
lot of willpower.  The winning team for this task was 214 Sig Sqn.
Despite this ending up as the most exciting part of the day , there
has not been a mad dash to transfer to the REME as a Recovery
Mechanic. Cpl Vicky Lomax of Support Sqn collected the
winning plaque on the day fr om the CO, Lt Col JJ Cole OBE .
The CO congratulated the teams for their hard work and
enthusiasm and said that the Regiment would pr ovide a Safe and
Skilled competition next year .  Sgt Mick Makin is busy planning
next year and has promised that this will be better than this year

PNCO COURSE - by Sgt John Kennaugh

In late October, 2 Sig Regt hosted the first ‘live’ Royal Signals
PNCO CLM course.  Fourteen students from 2 Sig Regt, 19 Lt
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (209) and 4 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (204)
attended the course after successful selection for pr omotion to
LCpl.  The course was run under the direction of the SSgt(SSI)
Jim McGr ory , SIs Sgt John Kennaugh and Sgt Mickey
Partridge .  Along with assistance from the Sect Comds, Cpls
Carrie Cummings , Steve Girling and Jay Bates the course was
seen by all to be a great success.  Over a 2 week period,
students received instruction on a wide variety of subjects fr om

Postings In Postings Out

Maj Millson - Padre Maj Gr oocock Cpl Knibbs

Capt Chatman - Adjt Maj Barber Cpl Golding-Smith

Capt Sekhon - OC LAD Capt Algate Cpl Smith

WO2(YofS) Bennett - Trg Wg Lt Marwick Cpl Needham

WO2(RQMS) Mason WO2 (YofS) Mitchell LCpl Colling

Cpl Forsythe Sgt Belsha LCpl Mark

LCpl Pike Sgt Gurung LCpl Priest

Sig Allsop Sgt Patterson LCpl Rivers

Cfn Hutton Sgt Lake LCpl Trigg

Cpl Davison Sig Clarke

Cpl Dickinson Sig Lewins
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the CLM TOs.  These included Command, Leadership and
Management Training, Orders, In-Barracks duties, and
Instructional Techniques.  After an initial PFT, the students
completed various Practical Leadership Development lessons and
Command Tasks, assessing them on their ability to formulate a
workable plan and their practical implementation of command
and control.  A vast improvement was seen in all students
throughout the course and some hair raising moments ar ose,
especially when faced with the high wir e obstacles. The first week
of the course was based at Imphal Bks af fording the students the
luxuries of a comfy bed and a good night’ s sleep, two things that
were dearly missed during the Week 2.  On the Sunday of Week
2, the course deployed to Catterick T raining Area for a 2 day
teaching ex (Ex KEY INSERTION) where instruction on low level
tactics and navigation wer e delivered.  Some testing situations
arose when extremely bad fog closed in during the night Navex;
however all students successfully completed the course in the
allotted time, a performance which the T raining Officer would
have been happy to emulate after becoming geographically
challenged whilst hosting the CO and RSM of 2 Sig Regt. At
0500hrs on Tuesday, the course deployed on Ex KEY LEADER
with an initial infill into their FOB.  The 2 Sects were responsible
for maintaining the defence of the location while also conducting
both foot and mobile patr ols.  All students fulfilled the command
appointments of Section 2IC and rifleman, allowing their DS to
assess their command and contr ol of a Fire Team.  By the end of
the ex, all involved were very tired and looking forwar d to a good

night’s sleep back in York.  LCpl Stu Hebditch was awarded the
accolade of Top Student and Sig Hollie Jackson , Top Field
Soldier.  Two awards which they should both be pr oud of.  All
students achieved a green in all areas of the course, standing
them in good stead for their futur e and progression on to JCLM.
A very well done to all involved.

21st SIGNAL REGIMENT (AIR SUPPOR T)
COLERNE

CO Lt Col D Craft
RSM WO1(RSM) McBean

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

OC Maj R Cowan
SSM WO2(SSM) Pollock

There have been some notable farewells in HQ Sqn since our last
submission, particularly in the Sqn Management Teams: Hello to
our new RQMS(T), WO2 ‘Tommo’ Thompson who recently
arrived from 30 Sig Regt on promotion, Cpl McIntyr e, also to the
QM’s dept and Cpl ‘Mo’ Morris in the MT, arriving from 14 Sig
Regt.   We wish a fond farewell to Cpl ‘Tony’ Annetts who leaves
us on eventual promotion to Sgt – I can honestly say MT Details
will never run the same!  Also leaving on well deserved promotion
is Cpl Leanne Everleigh who moves to Aldershot. 
Congratulations go to our QM, Mr Grumpy himself, Kev
Simmons on well deserved promotion to Maj and to WO1(FofS)
‘Dunc’ Chamberlain who has left the sanctuary of the soldering
bay in weasel workshops for good and gone over to the ‘dark
side’ as a Capt – no need for the Labrador just yet, Duncs !  Also
worthy of mention is the Asst Ops Oof ficer, Capt Rick Carley’ s
trip to Windsor Castle to have his MBE pinned on by none other
than HM the Queen . Who says there are no friends in crypto?  A
final congratulations to Sig ‘Matt’ Sturla , whose wife has just
given birth to twins – two of them! Best of luck for the futur e. Life
in HQ has been dominated over the past few months by LSI for
the Regt MT and Caterers, Whole Fleet Management and
regimental restructuring.  Sgt Sean Dinsdale did manage to
leave his JAMES terminal for a Sunday and took a number of
troops from HQ Sqn around the Badminton Horseless Trials
Competition and came 2nd as a team.  Sgt Dinsdale came 1st
overall in the individual event, although he was first to agr ee that
he would probably have come last on a horse.

43 (WESSEX) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj BS Haggerty
SSM WO2(SSM) WJ Camer on

EXERCISE DOREST TIGER – ANNUAL CAMP 2008

The Sqn has just completed a highly successful annual camp
consisting of trade training, driver training and an ex phase.
Week 1 was spent in the pictur esque Chickerell Camp,
Weymouth, from where you could view the sea and enjoy
pleasant runs in the surrounding area.  During Week 2 we moved
to Bramley Training Area, near Reading, in order to put into
practice all the theory learnt in Week 1.  

During camp, 9 Ops obtained either their Class 2 (LCpl Becky
Cooper , LCpl Bianca Davies , LCpl Nick Morrall FAC Tp, Sig
Deian Lye, Sig Emily Pounder and Sig Daz White FAC Tp) or
their Class 3 (Sig Stu Gr een, Sig Will Lowe and Sig Alex W all).
Thanks to the hard work of SSgt(YofS) Keith Butcher , who
organised all of the operator trade training and his team of
instructors (Sgt James Jackson , Cpl Mike Ives and Cpl Jason
White ).  The trade training was the first to be carried out since
the Sqn received Bowman last year and the YofS had his work
cut out adapting the syllabus fr om Clansman.   Tech Sup Spec
Sig Tracy Br own achieved her Class 2, as a result of the
mentoring of Sgt Graham Kendall .  Congratulations to our 2
operators who learnt to drive from scratch (Sig Deian L ye and
Sig John Williams ) and the 2 that can now drive with trailers
(LCpl Bianca Davies and Sig Stu Gr een).  All 4 managed to pass
their tests first time.  Well done to Sgt Graham Anderson who
coordinated the driver training package and was also the
examiner!  Sgt Anderson also managed to FAM, on various types
of vehicles, more personnel at annual camp than during the past
3 years!  

The Fitter Section, under SSgt Steve Taylor , carried out their
own specialist REME training, as well as providing specialist
training for other elements of the Sqn.  LCpl Simon T arrant was
particularly impressive.  Having recently returned to 43 Sqn after
4 years FTRS service, he was able to impart some of the
knowledge he gained while he was away.  As ever, there was also
a steady trickle of br oken vehicles that needing fixing during
camp.  Sgt Dawkins lead the training for the ED sect, who wer e
fortunate to have FEPDs on loan from the Regt to play with.
There was a combined REME and ED sect visit to the Haynes
Motor Museum near Yeovil.  The visit included a ‘behind the
scenes’ look at the various stripped down engines used to
prepare the famous manuals, which everyone found very useful.

A Well Earned Breather!
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Our medics, SSgt Heidi Sutton and Sgt Ruth Caiger worked
hard in catching up with over due hearing tests and conducting
BCD training and testing.    Sgt Jonah Jones also did a sterling
job during Week 1 helping the civilian chefs in the kitchen, often
working double shifts to cover their shortfall.  Good use was
made of the surrounding area by way of a map reading ex
organised by Sgt Simon Witwicki , assisted by Sgt Dave
Critchlow , which all those taking part seemed to enjoy .  

We had a number of visitors during camp, including Comd 12 Sig
Gp, a team from SOinC, and YofS from 2 (NC) Sig Bde and 63
Sig Sqn (V) to look at trade training using Bowman.  Our own CO,
Lt Col Craft , 2IC Maj Katy Caie and RSM visited us on the ex
phase.  We also managed to fit in an employers’ day , though
sadly numbers plummeted as the day appr oached.  However it
was still worth it for the one employer that did attend, who said
she had no idea how hard TA soldiers worked and how tir ed they
were as a result (having seen one of the Sigs fall into a deep
sleep within seconds of getting into bed! Thanks to YofS
Delaney , who came down to W eymouth for a couple of days to
help resolve initialisation problems with Bowman and helped the
operators to master the complexities of Combat.  All the
permanent staff at the TA Centre deserve a mention for their hard
work in preparation for camp.  Hopefully our PSIs, SSgt Si Link
and Cpl Chris T reweeks , managed to get enough fishing time in,
once the TA soldiers took over the reins at camp!       

Finally, we will shortly say goodbye (for a while) to LCpl Becky
Cooper , as she is mobilised on 6 October.  In order to ensure
that she is fit to be mobilized, she has under gone major (and
painful) dentistry during the past few weeks.  W e wish her the
best of luck on Op TELIC.

220 SIGNAL SQUADRON

October was an excellent month for 220 Sig Sqn.  The Sqn took
on the challenge of supporting the Op TELIC 13 MRX in South
Germany, as well as deploying an expeditionary Air Support HQ
to Ex JEBEL SAHARA in Morocco.  On top of that EX RED
SCORPION 2/08 was written to build on the success of Ex RED
SCORPION 1/08 in July 08 and we deployed to Davidstow
Woods in Cornwall.  The plan was to deploy various ICS including
Bowman HF to communicate between all sites; 3 countries, 2
continents.  220 Sig Sqn were truly “Going Global” to quote WO2
YofS ‘Pat’ Patrick . Upon return to reality, the focus has switched
to the 220 part of the r estructuring of 21 Sig Regt ready for taking
on all of the Regt’s op commitments in the 2009 as part of the
form cycle.

EXERCISE RED SCORPION 2/08 - by 2Lt Rob Meite

With India Tp deploying to Mor occo and
Hotel Tp driving across Europe to Bavaria,
Golf Tp wanted some of the action and
under the planning and direction of the 220
Sqn Ops Team they deployed to sunny
Cornwall for a 2 week comms and Mil skills
ex: Ex RED SCORPION 2/08.  This ex
educated and tested members of the Tp not
only on their comms ability but also
command and contr ol and inf skills with
other interest elements added, such as
foreign weapon training and a trip to
Goonhilly Satellite Earth Station.  A Gazelle
was chartered in order to provide RM and
LPC training during the ex.  The main focus
of the ex was secure Bowman voice to the
other ex locations some 2450km away; with
supporting assets such as the PSC 506,
PRC117F HPW and VTC, mirroring the ICS
deployed at the other sites in Germany and
Morocco.  The long range HF comms were
effectively and efficiently maintained
throughout the ex, a credit to the operators’
abilities, creating what must have been a first
for Bowman within the Corps.  Alongside the

‘bread and butter’ comms piece, SSgt Atwell , fresh from 4 Mil
Trg Sqn, Blandford and Sgt Cant recently returned from a Senior
Drill Instructors course set about developing the Sqn’ s Military
Skills.  We had the opportunity to conduct live firing of the Sig
Sauer P226 and Browning pistols as well as the LSW.  There were
of course the obligatory Sect Attacks and Fieldcraft stands which
mostly saw Sgt Cant and SSgt Atwell in the cookhouse back at
Penhale Camp.  We learned never to nominate Sig Barratt as
grenadier as he managed to throw it in the opposite dir ection to
the enemy position in the final stages of the attack.  2Lt Rob
Meite recently commissioned fr om Sandhurst and serving on
attachment enjoyed playing enemy for a change and decided he
was invincible, refusing to be beaten by the 8 man sect.  Cr edit
must be given to LCpl Bilsby who won the title of best 220
JNCO following assessment in a number of disciplines
throughout the 2 weeks and LCpl Zanone for his performance
which won him the title of Best Field Soldier .  Ex RED SCORPION
2 was ambitious but everyone learned a lot and overall enjoyed
the experience.  Roll on the next RED SCORPION in January 09 –
watch this space!

HOTEL TROOP

On 6 October, members of Hotel Tp, 220 Sig Sqn, deployed on
the Op TELIC 13 MRX in Germany. The 2 day drive from Colerne
to Hohenfels training area got off to a ‘not so flying start’ when
2Lt Holmström (new to the Regt) couldn’t find crash gate four! 

We eventually arrived at Hohenfels late on the 8th and got settled
straight into our accommodation with the poker table taking up
prime position in the centr e of the 20 man room. The next day we
got straight into setting up the JHFI HQ and a HF det for Ex RED
SCORPION 2/08.Ex RED SCORPION 2/08 was a long range HF
ex between England, Germany and Morocco;  our part in the ex
was small, providing a det and manpower fr om the MRX. For the
most part the ex worked well, with only a few minor pr oblems
which were quickly ironed out and a routine established.  A VTC
and 117 (HPW) link was also set up between the UK, Germany
and Morocco. Op TELIC 13 MRX started on 12 October and ran
through to 29 October and involved PSC 346 Gr ound to Air
comms contr olling the movement and tasking of L ynx and Puma
aircraft. While on the ground Cpl ‘OB’ O’Brien headed up the
MAOT det with Sgt West from RAF Benson and Sig ‘Cat’ Blair .

We were treated to a visit from OC 220, Maj Bryan and YofS 220
WO2 ‘Pat’ Patrick flew in from the UK especially to visit the MRX
and to check out our HF Det. After a long delay on their flight
they arrived mid afternoon in a top of the range Black Mer cedes
SLK Kompressor and seemed very impressed with how the ex
was going.

Action on the MRX
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During the drive back to the UK we stopped for some well ear ned
R&R in JHQ.  During our 4 days off we indulged in some “light”
drinking and “healthy” eating.  A number of the gr oup headed off
to snow world in Langraf f where LCpl Rogers showed the so
called experts, Cpl Shepher d and LCpl Claughton , how to ski.
We arrived back at Colerne late on 4 November and got stuck
straight into the tur n around the next day.  Overall, a long but very
successful ex which stand Hotel Tp in good stead to deploy on
ops in March 09.

INDIA TROOP – EXERCISE JEBEL SAHARA

India Tp led by Lt Matt T remelling were the focus tp tasked to
lead with supporting Ex JEBEL SAHARA 08, which is a joint ex
with the Moroccan Parachute Regiment, the Royal Gibraltar
Regiment and with assets from JHC providing lift capability .  It
was not exactly the kind of ex most of us had been on befor e.
The first major difference was that the accommodation was in the
4* Royal Mirage Hotel in Marrakech, complete with queen size
beds, marble bathrooms and a swim-up bar in the pool!  As a
member of the advance party, sipping a cold beer in the 35°
sunshine waiting for the freight to arrive in country, Cpl Steve
Craggs summed up the feelings of the Tp by saying ‘I hate going
on exercise with the RAF’.  But very soon the work started, the
next day our ISO container arrived and we set about setting up
the DRASh HQ in the middle of the desert in the middle of the
day.

Strategic secure links back to the UK as well as Tactical Ground
to Air were the priorities of the J6 det.  We deployed a number of
systems for this purpose and some assets for R&D purposes.
Secure VTC was a big hit with the JHF Comd and COS, it also
allowed India Troop to liaise with the Sqn personnel deployed in
Cornwall and Germany, truly joining up the Sqn and maintaining
morale, mostly because we were basking in heat and sunshine,
and they were getting wet.  Our biggest achievement was
engineering and maintaining the Secure Bowman HF link to the
UK, Sig Bilton the det ED claimed all the credit as he was the
one who pressed the pressel to complete the first successful
radio check.  This was closely followed by conducting 2
multipoint VTCs.

As well as the HQ tasks there were opportunities for everyone to
deploy into the desert with the MAOT leaders to practise marking
HLS, desert boxes and remote G2A, as well as qualifying Sig Phil
Martyn and Cpl Jules T ucker as Landing Point Commanders
using the Merlin Aircraft and crews.  We took advantage of the
SERE training instructors and learned how to survive in the desert
and navigate using the PRC112G radio.  The Tp even got to
practise Eagle VCPs as part of joint training with the air crews,
borrowing weapons from the Royal Gibraltar Regt. But it wasn’ t
all hard graft, there was time in the schedule and it was even
ordered by the Comd that all personnel wer e to make the most of
being in Marrakech.  Most of us took our lives in our hands
during some down-time and hir ed scooters to explor e the
madness of Marrakech, especially the ‘Big Squar e’ Jema el Fina,
the largest souk/market in North Africa and practise our best
haggling skills.  Sgt Si Holr oyd even tried local cuisine of roasted
sheep’s head and chips, apparently it was not the nicest meal,

but better than Compo Cor ned beef hash!  Overall, fun bits aside
the ex was huge success from an expeditionary air support HQ
perspective, a number of lessons wer e learned, and quite
possibly we were given the best location outside of Iraq and
Afghanistan to ‘train as we fight’ (another quote fr om YofS ‘Pat’
Patrick ).  All involved maximised the opportunities af forded by a
whole month deployed in one of the most culturally diverse
locations they had ever been to.  If Carlsberg did exercises…you
know the rest.

244 SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj P Hale
SSM WO2(SSM) McMullan

The last couple of months have seen the Sqn on ex, on parade
and tabbing against the r est of the Army, as well as preparing for
a Regimental restructure before Christmas leave and the arrival of
the new CO.  The restructuring allows the Sqn a bit of time to
take part in public duties, training and exs in 2009 befor e we
prepare for ops in 2010. As ever, the Sqn has had to say goodbye
to a number of popular members over the last 2 months: Sgt
John McLoughlin leaves us for Corsham, Cpl ‘Fr osty’ Fr ost
departs for 7 Sig Regt, LCpl ‘W aggy’ W agstaf f moves up north
to 2 Sig Regt and LCpl ‘Tank’ Morgan goes across to Northern
Ireland.  The new-look Sqn is now looking forwar d to public
duties in London in summer 2009; 244 will be looking sharp in
front of the Queen!

EXERCISE RED HAND - by Cpl Gaz Bevan

We deployed on Ex RED HAND on Friday 10 October.  The lack
of a weekend meant that morale was high right fr om the outset! I
was nominated as the packet commander for Packet 1 and was
handed a map and told to find my way to Nesclif fe – obviously
Sqn MT has never seen me trying to find IKEA with my wife!  We
had an uneventful journey until we hit the M5/M6 Junction just in
time for rush hour and saw all the people who wer en’t on ex
going home for the weekend, which was everyone. We arrived at
the training area after dark and immediately began searching for
Cpl ‘Whippet’ Roberts ’ well placed tacsigns.  Having fuelled up
the dets, we made our way to the first of our B&Bs – a bar n.  

Saturday saw a leisurely rise (it was the weekend after all) in
readiness for the morning’s briefing at 0800hrs.  Dets were
briefed on the day’s task which was a navigation ex around
Shrewsbury.  Remembering our cap badge we thr ew in some
comms and whilst out on the gr ound some guys who wer e in a
bit of a hurry decided that a lamppost would make a suitable
antenna.  Turns out it did, who’d have thought?  First place was
awarded to LCpl Jonathan Thomson and Sig Craig W atson of
Bravo Tp. We were then treated to presentations from the Sigs
and Lcpls, which ranged in subjects fr om battered wives by LCpl
‘Jef fers’ Jef fery (fuelled by Stella Artois) to a very informative
and hilarious one on gangs by our very own Mr Bean, Sig
‘Smudger’ Smith . The presentations were watched and critiqued
by the Sqn hierarchy: OC Maj Pete Hale , 2IC Capt Rich
Warmington , SSM, WO2(SSM) Mark McMullen , Yeoman,
WO2(YofS) Chris ‘Tommy’ T ucker , Foreman, SSgt (FofS)
Andr ew ‘Jacko’ Jackson and various other members of the Sqn
so the pressure was really on.  However, everybody rose to the
occasion and everybody pr esent seemed to learn something.  

Certainly with LCpl Ewan Portwain’ s presentation everybody
learnt exactly how many pages on knife crime you can drag of f
Wikipedia. On Sunday afternoon orders were given and it was
straight into the ex phase. This was what most people had been
dreading; a full blown Bowman ex!  However, most people’s fears
proved to be unfounded as the level of expertise was well above
what was expected even with a few AS ops about. The ex started
out pretty simple but built up over the next few days in terms of
complexity.  Just to make it a bit mor e awkward, additional det
moves were called every so often just to keep people on their
toes. Endex (arguably the sweetest work in the English language)
was called on Wednesday 15 October with all dets being
recovered back to a central location for an end of ex smoker

The exercise sign for Ex JEBEL SAHARA
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which involved using the talents of Sgt Darr en ‘Daz’ Flay to
smoke some fish he’d ‘caught’ in Sainsbury’ s.  Thankfully there
was also a BBQ with burgers and sausages to keep everybody
happy.  Once everyone was fed up, it was time for the “Har dest
Quiz Known to Mankind” hosted by the 2IC.  W ell that’s how I
refer to it, especially as my team came last.  Thankfully the roads
were a lot quieter on the way back and we wer e soon back at
camp turning vehicles around and off for a weekend where we
could drink to a pr etty good ex. 

REMEMBRANCE PARADES - by LCpl Shaun Collins   

With Remembrance Sunday rapidly approaching it was 244 Sig
Sqn that was given the task to r epresent the Regt on 2 separate
parades.  The first was held on Sunday 9th November in the local
village of Colerne; a short trip from our barracks.  The second
parade was held in Swindon town centr e on Remembrance Day
itself.  The Friday before Remembrance Sunday our SSM, WO2
Mark McMullan , took us through the parade format and the
necessary drill movements that we needed to hone for the
parade.  The morning started slowly as for many members of the
Sqn, it was the first time they had participated in rifle drill for
some time.  The bitterly cold wind certainly didn’ t help us either!
However, after a good couple of hours and stinging hands fr om
striking the rifle, the Sqn started pr oducing a good standar d of
rifle drill ready for both parades.  The SSM may have disagreed
however! The first parade in the local village of Colerne went
really well.  There was a good turnout from the locals who all
clapped and cheered as we marched through the narrow village
streets.  There was then a church service followed by a few
welcome drinks at the local British Legion befor e the Sqn retired
to the Regimental bar to carry on the celebrations.  

The following Monday it was starting all over again r eady for the
parade on Tuesday in Swindon.  There was a lot more pressure
this time as BBC TV and BBC Radio Swindon were there ready to
film and interview us.  We marched through the main shopping
street just before the 11th hour with a massive tur n out from the
public who wer e there to cheer and support us.  After a short
poem from the RSM and a 2-minute silence, we marched off
back through the main shopping str eet. A good weekend was
had for all Sqn members, now we wait for the next opportunity to
parade and do drill which will hopefully be early next year wher e
244 Sig Sqn take on Public Duties in London!

EXERCISE BIKING BEAUFIGHTER - by Cpl Sunderland

It was early on a dark and damp mor ning that 6 members of the
Regt met around a minibus and transit van in a desolate car park.
This was our transport that would take us on a whistle stop tour
of Wales, taking in 6 mountain bike centr es and the potential for
over 450km of purpose built mountain bike trails. Skills in the
group varied from complete novice to some who had raced
before.  It was evident on the first day that bike fit was not the
same as Army fit, as Sig Dan McAr eavey found out. Claiming to
be on the higher end of the fitness scale in the Regt, the bikes
where a great leveller and we soon had a new pecking order and
felt some muscles complaining that had never complained befor e.

The weather was set from the beginning with rain pr edominant,
but some sunny spells did br eaking though.  It would carry on like
this for the whole 2 weeks making the camping challenging to say
the least. A fall halfway round on Day 2 left the completion of the
ex in doubt. Two team members were dispatched back to Capel
Curig Training Camp to return with a vehicle in order to evacuate
the casualty. Once achieved, it soon became evident that nothing
more than pride had been hurt and the br oken bones previously
talked of could be walked on with ease. With an early finish it was
off down to Cotswold outdoor shop, well it was pay day!

Day 3 brought the group to Coed Y Brenin, a Mecca for mounting
biking in the UK.  Again rain and a particularly cold snap made
the days uncomfortable but the r outes where becoming hard,
very hard. Tree routes on the trails were as slippery as black ice
and with puddles and mud hiding the gr ound underneath it, this
made the going slow.  The beast of Brenin was tackled on Day 4
and claimed its first victim after less than 5km. The r emainder
peddled on, determined to take on the 40km r oute, with its total
ascent of over 800m.  After 4hrs 30 mins, the beast had been
dealt with.  On the groups return to the transport, boil in the bags
where devoured cold in an attempt to bolster calories.  High
energy bars had sustained the group on the way round but real
food was needed to r eplace some of the 2,400 kcal that had
been was burned on the route. Highlights of the ex wer e Cpl
‘Richie’ Payton’ s admin (aka the Mad Medic).  LCpl ‘Tank’
Morgan’ s inability to fix a punctur e and then sulk about it for 30
mins and Cfn ‘Hailey’ Wilson wearing an empty packet of bacon
on her bare left foot. Finally, any rumours of Cpl ‘Sonny’
Sunderland flying past LCpl ‘Geor die’ Whitfield on a downhill
stretch, shouting “You’re not going fast enough!” only to fly over
my handle bars into a foot deep puddle within 5 seconds of
passing him, should be quashed as ther e is no photographic
evidence to support this.  On the 10th day the CO and the RQMS
joined us and where rewarded with a 27km “The Wall” trail in
Afan, S Wales. After almost 3hrs in the saddle we all returned to
the centre, mostly intact and nursing only a few bruises. All in all
a good time was had, and an opportunity to take on some of the
best trails in the UK over a 2 week period was something very
special. Thanks to the CO and the Cycling Of ficer, Maj Simmons
for their backing and support thr oughout the ex.

HQ SQUADRON

21 SIG REGT (AS) v 12th REGT RA - by LCpl Wilk

21Sig Regt rugby team has recently been promoted to the
premiership and our first match was against 12th Regt Royal
Artillery. We played with a newly formed team which featur ed
some old and some new faces.  Key players such as Sig Young
came back from ex just in time for the kick of f.  The game started
with us kicking to them and fr om the first catch, the tackles wer e
hard and defence was strong. Before long though a hole was
found and the first try was scor ed against us.  Mistakes and good
play kept tries coming for 12 Regt and the sin bin had its first
visitor from Cpl Sid James of Tm Tp.  Even with a player in the
sin bin, we kept dominating the scrum and pounding their
defence with our forwar ds’ play.  With all players back on the
pitch and a near try from Sig Rowe , half time came around and a
well-deserved breather was given. 

After a motivating talk fr om our team captain, LCpl Beech , the
second half kicked of f and the play resumed.  As before our
forwards were winning scrums and the backs wer e playing the
ball, with a number of storming runs by Cpl Sid James and
fumbles by Cpl Lewis Hayde .  With tries coming from 12 Regt it
was time for the sin bin to have its next visitor this time it was
Capt Goldsworthy .  We fought hard and held their attack until it
was time for the sin bin to empty . It was now our tur n to get on
the offensive with both, a penalty try and try being scor ed and
converted by Capt Goldsworthy , after his 10 minute break on
the touch line.  Before we knew it the final whistle was blown and
the final score given, 45 – 14 to 12 Regt RA.  It was a hard game
against a well-drilled team but we played better than expected
and no more could have been asked from any member of our
team.  We now look forward to our next game and a win. 

Maj Hale leads the Squadron through Colerne
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- by Cpl Jagatram Rai The London Half Marathon 2008 was organised by the Royal
Parks Foundation on the sunny weekend of Sunday, 12 October.
Even though it was the inaugural event, more than 12,000 runners
took part and enjoyed the beautiful scenery of Central London,
starting from Hyde Park, along a route via Westminster, London
Eye, Thames riverside, Trafalgar Square, Buckingham Palace and
back to Hyde Park. Three of us, Cpl Jagat , LCpl Gailey and
LCpl Dhanesh took part in the event, r epresenting 22 Sig Regt,
MOD Stafford, in aid of ‘Get Kids Going’.  With the autumn sun
streaming through the colours of the tr ees, all the runners had a
very good time and after the race we did not feel too stif f and
tired.

The Kenyan runner, John Mullithi finished the 13.1 miles race in
an incredible time of 1hr 10min 19sec and won the race this year .
Our team members successfully completed the race in a
reasonable time. It was a fantastic day. We had a great run and
enjoyed being a part of ‘Get Kids Going’, which is helping many
disabled young childr en. Our team managed to raise £620 for the
charity.  We are very grateful for the support of the Regt and the
members who sponsor ed us. On behalf of the team, I would like
to express a big thank you!
Jai QG Signals!

SPORT

LONDON HALF MARA THON 2008

Our team after completing the race with Jane Emerson, 
Director of ‘Get Kids Going’

AUTUMN SAIL TRAINING WEEK

qualification, which they all achieved. We also had 6 gaining their
Day Skipper ticket and another awar ded the Costal Skipper.  All
qualifications have to be earned but particularly the Skipper
tickets as once you have one of these, you are allowed to take a
yacht to sea with a number of novices and only a Competent
Crew as a 2IC (mate in sailing terms). 

The weather was very kind with no rain that I can remember,
sensible amounts of wind pr etty well all week and even a large
dose of sun which is as good as it gets in October . The result
was the yachts crossing the Solent on numerous occasions and
although the wind did get up a couple of times as the following
picture shows it is not all hanging on for grim life. As ever, thanks
go to units for r eleasing soldiers to participate and particularly to
the instructors who hopefully have not got too many mor e grey
hairs. That said, one instructor had a self-inflicted wound when
trying to put up a spinnaker , made a complete hash of it and then
ended up being hoisted up the mast to sort it out. The key thing
now is for the newly qualified Day Skippers to take a yacht out,
admittedly a very daunting pr ospect but one that is very
rewarding. 

The Yacht Club has a number of other activities to which all
serving and retired members of the Royal Signals are entitled to
attend. We have a full racing programme next year including the
Fastnet Race and the more gentlemanly Deauville Regatta.  We
have another sail training week in the Solent 23 to 27 March 09,
the annual Kiel Regatta 15 to 23 July 09 and there are of course
the Corps yachts based in Gosport available for hir e. If you are
interested in any of the above please contact SSgt Windy Gale at
royalsignalsyachtclub@hotmail.com, tel 9380 65668 or look at the
website where the boats can be hired on line:
(http//www2.army .mod.uk/royalsignals/sailing/rsyc/of fshore/yacht
charter/bookingconditions.htm ) 

Every year the Royal Signals Yacht Club runs 2 sail training weeks
in the Solent and one in Kiel. This year we ran a particularly
successful autumn sail training week in October using one of the
Corps Yachts and 6 from the Joint Services Adventure Sailing
Training Centre in Gosport. We had over 40 all ranks attending
the week with the majority setting to sea for the first time
although there were a few stalwarts acting as instructors. The aim
of a sail training week is to introduce soldiers to sailing as well as
allowing those more experienced to consolidate their skills; pr etty
well everyone who attends is eligible for a nationally r ecognised
qualification issued by the RYA. This year the majority of the
attendees were novices and were going for their Competent Cr ew

View from Nerita leaving her overnight berth at the Folly Inn on 
the Isle of Wight
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CORPS SEVEN-A-SIDE FOOTBALL HELD A T JAVELIN
BARRACKS, ELMPT STATION 10 OCTOBER 08

The annual Royal Signals Seven-A-Side Football Tournament is
the traditional curtain raiser for the competitive football season
throughout the Corps.  The aim of the tour nament is to promote
participation in football and serves as an opportunity for the
Royal Signals Football Association (RSFA) coaching staff to
identify new and emerging talent for the Corps squad.

The event is usually held at Blandford with a host of units
converging on the home of the Corps on a designated Friday in
September.  Thanks to much previous hard work by the Manager
of Royal Signals football, Capt Richie Bell , the tournament is
now established in the sporting for ecast of events, extremely well
supported and has continued to gr ow in popularity over the
years.  Developing a festival-type feel, teams compete in an initial
group stage before progressing into a knockout phase.  For those
unsuccessful in the groups, a separate plate competition is held
to ensure that all teams and participants experience a full day of
football. Breaking from tradition, this year’ s competition was
hosted by 7 Sig Regt at Javelin Barracks, Elmpt Station in
Germany.  This was deemed highly appropriate given 7 Sig Regt’s
close association with the highly successful Corps football team
over the past several seasons and the onset of the Regt’s 50th

anniversary celebrations next year.  In addition, a change of
location, albeit ambitious (moving football teams to Germany as
opposed to Blandfor d) was viewed as a perfect means of taking
sport out into the Corps in or der to promote participation. The
decision certainly proved popular with 20 teams entering.
Considering the op bur den placed on the Corps at pr esent, just
about every major unit was represented in addition to a number
of minor units and TA representation in the form of 36 Sig Regt
(V).  It goes without saying that in the current climate, many of our
young soldiers are extremely busy and focussed on delivering
support to ops.  It is ther efore important that when r eturning from
tours, they are given every opportunity to sample and enjoy the
sporting aspect of Army life that has always played a vital r ole in
generating camaraderie and developing team ethic.

The draw for the competition was a straight forwar d affair with
1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt (1 ADSR) (A), 2 Sig Regt, 3(UK)
Div HQ & Sig Regt (3 DSR) and 7 Sig Regt (A) being seeded into
one of the 4 groups.  Of note during the gr oup stage was an
exciting “derby” clash between 1 ADSR A and B teams.
Competitive is one way of describing a match during which
friendship was put to one side as 3 limped fr om the field of play
and the manager was forced to deliver a stern team talk to both
sets of players at the end of a goalless draw!  After to a surprise
defeat by 216 Sig Sqn in the final group match however, 3 DSR
went through as runners up.  An excellent match then took place
between 3 DSR and 7 Sig Regt (A) during the quarter final stage.
As group winners themselves, 7 had not been anticipating
meeting the favourites as 3 DSR had been expected to win their
group.  7 pushed the favourites hard and led 1 – 0 for a long
period.  Having missed a glorious chance to seal victory with a
second, the game remained in the balance enabling 3 DSR to
equalise and take the game to extra time followed by sudden
death penalties in which they dispatched of the hosts.

The final was played between the favourites 3 DSR and dark
horses of the competition 30 Sig Regt who had knocked out 1
ADSR (A) in the semi-final.  As with any final, it was a tense,
cagey affair and it was obvious that an entir e day of playing 7-a-
side football on full-size pitches was taking its toll on the players’
legs.  With neither team able to break the deadlock, extra-time
was inevitable.  The stalemate continued throughout the period of
extra play and penalties loomed.  Surprisingly, the experience and
quality of the 3 DSR squad did not count and 30 Sig Regt
capitalised on a miss by Corps Captain, Sgt John Stephenson
to win the tour nament and take the trophy back to Bramcote.  In
the plate final, 21 Sig Regt (AS) defeated 10 Sig Regt In all a
thoroughly enjoyable and extremely successful tournament,
enhanced by the glorious Elmpt sunshine that had been pr e-
arranged by WO2(RQMS) Ali Watkins .  By virtue of attendance

ROYAL SIGNALS FOOTBALL ASSOCIA TION 

The 30 Signal Regiment Seven-a-Side Corps Champions 2008

Sig McAnsespie of 7 Signal Regiment Cpl Daniels of 30 Signal Regiment controls the ball
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alone, the aim was achieved with 20 teams and over 200 soldiers
participating in competitive sport thr oughout the day.
Encouragingly, unlike some occasions at Blandfor d, everyone
stayed and joined by spectators fr om Elmpt there was a sizable
crowd to watch the semi-finals and final.  Simultaneously , our
experienced veteran player and trusty scout, WO2(YofS) Joey
Collins identified several players who have been invited to train
with the Corps squad in the hope they will be of the r equired
standard to complement and impr ove an already strong set up.

Finally, on behalf of Brig Thackray , President RSFA, thank you to
CO 7 Sig Regt, Lt Col Makepeace for agreeing to host the
competition and allow the use of such outstanding facilities.  A
special mention and thanks must go to WO2(RQMS) Watkins
who worked tir elessly and effortlessly prior to, during and in the
aftermath of the event.  Without his input and enthusiasm, the
tournament would not have been the success it was.  An
exemplary advert for football and sport in the Corps; the standar d
has now been set for future competitions! 

THE ATLANTIC ROWING RACE 2007

- by Cpl Andr ew Jordon-White 

The Atlantic Rowing Race – the world’s toughest rowing race – is
held every 2 years and is an unsupported row from La Gomera in
the Canary Islands to Antigua, covering a distance of 2,552
Nautical Miles (Nm) as the crow flies. Our challenge started
around 2 years ago in a bar over a quiet drink when my br other,
Joe , told me about an article he had r ead in the local paper about
a woman called Debra Veal who had completed the event in
2005, taking over 100 days. We’d never imagined that it was
possible to row across an ocean and after a few more drinks, we
decided to go for it!  W e contacted Woodvale Events, the
organising company and started accumulating information on the
event, including the astonishing amount it was going to cost us –
in all around £62,000!  But before I could go any further I needed
a mere 3 months off work.  I put this to my OC with a small
presentation and the long and short of it was that I had 3 months
pencilled off from 25 November 2007 until the end of February
2008 and away we went from there.

One of the first things we had to do was sour ce an ocean rowing
boat and we had very little idea what constituted a good one.
After viewing several and researching as best we could, we
bought a third hand boat called ‘ The Bilbo Baggins’ for £18,500.
She required a reasonable amount of work but floated and we
were happy with that!  After a lot of weekends spent on the boat
we had her seaworthy and re-named ‘Jaydubyoo’, painted in a
distinctive survival orange camouflage. During this period we also
had to complete 4 compulsory courses; first aid at sea, a
Maritime VHF course, sea survival and the RYA yacht master
theory.  All of this took us appr oximately a year and a half to
complete, travelling back and forth to the storage location and
arranging time when both of us could be available. Finally , in
October 2007, Jaydubyoo was shipped by PA Freight to the
starting harbour in La Gomera.  As we could no longer work on
the boat, we continued our ar duous training programme which
mainly consisted of eating and drinking as much as possible to
put on body weight; we both took this in our stride. Ther e was
some physical training done in between eating and drinking
sessions of course!

Raising money for this event was never easy, with full time jobs
and working abroad at times so coor dinating fundraising was a
constant issue but one that we wer e aware of from the start.  We
knew that we would and could r ely on ourselves if necessary to
get us to the start of the race.  As it tur ned out, our largest cash
sponsor was the Royal Signals Benevolent Fund.  We also
managed to obtain a lot of rations and equipment fr om the Army,
which saved us a lot of money (so we shouldn’ t complain about
all the syrup puddings)!  We also had some civilian sponsors who
supplied electronic equipment such as a SAT phone and laptop
etc.  In addition, ther e was an annual boxing night at camp just
before we left and D Tp managed to raise just shy of £2,000 in
one evening. This was fantastic and helped immensely. Thanks
guys.

On 25 November 2007, we flew out to Tenerife with our parents
and travelled by ferry to the small but beautiful island of La
Gomera.  As soon as we got into harbour, we saw Jaydubyoo
amongst the 21 other rowing boats and teams that wer e
competing and the adr enaline started to kick in as we realised

that we were making this a reality.  The next 8 days were spent
titivating her, attending briefings on the race and r oute planning.
We were told what we might expect and to put on as much
weight as possible – and many thanks to the Blue Marlin bar for
assisting with that.  

The morning of 2 December was very dif ferent as we were due to
start at 1200hrs local and there was an electric atmosphere of
excitement and anticipation as we wonder ed what the hell was
going to happen on the Atlantic Ocean.  W e posed for photos,
said some emotional farewells and rowed to the start line at
1145hrs. 1200hrs came like a flash and the fog horn of support
yacht ‘Sara’ signalled the start. We set off in high sprits but with
little idea what would follow .

Day 1 was fine perfect weather but that night saw the worst
storm recorded for the start of an Atlantic Rowing Race. In
honesty we didn’ t really know what to do, our inexperience
became very evident and we were overwhelmed with what was
happening. It was dark and the waves wer e not too big, around
15ft but it was enough to bring us back down to earth and make
us realise that this was definitely not going to be a walk in the
park.  We were wet and cold and Joe was seasick but we
continued to r ow until 0400hrs and then put out the sea anchor
so we could both climb in the cabin (cof fin) for refuge and have a

Looking confident at the start at La Gomera
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chat.  By dawn the storm had calmed and we continued our 2
hour on 2 hour off routine. Later that day, we were informed that
one of the teams, Titanic Challenge, had pulled out due to one of
them falling overboard the previous night. We felt for them but it
also boosted our confidence as we wer e still there. This was just
the first 19 hours and we could still make out land. The next few
days we slogged on, following our planned r oute and getting
accustomed to our new , slightly claustrophobic, home.  Prior to
the race we had been advised to stay well clear of the one other
island we would pass, as the curr ents could suck us in and
potentially wreck us. 

This was our first and biggest mistake, as we assumed that
50Nm would be a safe distance when in fact, 1Nm would have
been adequate. This error put us of f the racing line by about
200Nm and before long we received the crushing news that we
were placed last, even to the two solo r owers!  After a lot of
colourful language, we gritted our teeth and got back to it.
Though we didn’ t know it at the time, this r eally motivated us to
pull through the flotilla and every place we clawed back would
raise our spirits and push us on.  We had huge focus now and
although the female teams were extremely good, we did not want
to be beaten by either them or the solo r owers. This was now Day
5 and one of the female teams was already 380Nm ahead of us.
We were already suffering from blistered hands, raw bums and
depleting energy levels, we could not eat enough and even by
this early stage the sleep deprivation was brutal. We had to
change something, 2 hours rowing was too much and by the 2nd
hour our arms were so heavy we could hardly row.  It just wasn’ t
effective.  We changed our routine to 1 hour on 1 hour of f during
the day and continued 2 on 2 of f at night to get sustainable sleep
patterns.  Our speed improved dramatically and often we wer e
closing in on the leading group. We were never going to win at
this stage but we had to claw back positions and we knew we
could.

Days 6 to 9 went well and we averaged 65Nm a day. Then our
second oversight kicked sweetly in.  All the bearings in our
rowing seat wheels started disintegrating
due to poor quality ball bearings. W e’d
spent £90 on 3 rowing seats, the wooden
seats were fine and lasted, but the wheels
wouldn’ t have been good enough to push
a pram around a park! To put this into
context other teams spent up to £4,000
on seats.  We’d definitely made a false
economy and we could no longer move
backwards/forwards to row effectively, as
if it wasn’ t hard enough! We contemplated
pulling out but then came up with a
potential solution, cutting up one of the
oar handles to make wooden wheels. Not
a terrible idea but needless to say soggy
toilet paper would have worked better .
We were very down and disappointed at
this point. Then bring on the person who
always knows best, Mum. She’d given us
some butter cooking oil befor e we left in
case we caught any fish.  We’d said
thanks and chucked it in the bottom of
the boat as we knew we wouldn’ t have
any time for that!  Little did any of us
know at the time, but if it wasn’ t for her,
we would not have finished.  We applied
the buttery oil to the rails and amazingly
the wheels slipped over the top r elatively
smoothly and we continued at the same
pace as before. We were constantly
worried when this might run out or the
seats just give up but the seats held and,
with rationing, the butter kept us going all the way .  However, by
the finish, all wheels were all worn flat down to the bolt holding
them to the seats.

We continued to row hard, take countless painkillers and slowly
chip back into the field. Eventually we came fr om last, 22nd to

9th, where we eventually finished.  Along our journey we
encountered numerous storms, the worst was a gale for ce 9 with
35 to 40ft waves. We rowed as much as we could but we wer e at
the mercy of the sea and we snapped 2 oars in these conditions,
forcing us to complete the last 500Nm with odd oars, dif ferent
lengths and blades! We did have some fantastic sunrises and
sunsets though.  We encountered every type of sea condition you
can imagine and saw whales, turtles and the odd supertanker
crossing our path. We also had our own man overboard but
luckily in calmer conditions and it didn’ t turn into a drama. 

Looking back, ther e’s about 50 days that seemed to r oll into one
horrendously long day, it took what seemed for ever and we learnt
a lot about ourselves along the way. Joe and I have up-beat
personalities but this event took us beyond low at times; it was
very emotional and lonely. Reading aloud proved one of the most
therapeutic activities along the way but we just didn’ t take
enough books! Surprisingly we never fell out and we kept each
other going when needed. We both had the same common
enemy, our prison of a boat and no matter how much you punch,
kick or bite it, it only hurts you and what you want to achieve.  I
think at stages we both went slightly mad, and whilst writing this
3 months later, it is the only time I have really thought about it as
in some ways, I just want to put it to the back of my mind. That
said, we are both very proud of completing this event.  Ther e are
few of us who have experienced and conquer ed, this unique
challenge, but I also know for sur e I will never do it again!

The finish was amazing and made it all seem worthwhile.  We
arrived in English harbour, Antigua at 0443hrs in a time of 66 days
19 hrs and 43 mins.  It was an emotional moment as we stepped
ashore wide eyed and exhausted.  Our parents were there with
about 50 others showing their support, shouting congratulations
and sending up flares. We found that we could bar ely walk as we
hadn’t for so long, beer was for ced down us, no complaints
there, and we spoke about our adventur e until I passed out at
around midnight. We staggered back to the first clean bed we’d
seen for months, smiling all the way.

We would like to thank everyone who has supported us, it was all
appreciated and we couldn’ t have done it with out you.  If you ar e
interested in doing this yourself have a look at the following
websites, we’d be happy to of fer advice:
www.jaydubyoo.co.uk 
www.woodvale-events.com

Just finished with parents there to welcome the exhausted rowers
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BASKETBALL

Secretary Maj (TOT) N Smikle
Head Coach Sgt Way

The annual Inter-Corps Basketball competition took place at
Prince William of Gloucester Barracks, Grantham over the period
10 – 14 November 08.  As a minor, but growing sport within the
Corps, the squad have very few opportunities to train and play
together and so the week befor e is used as a development and
preparation period befor e the competition.  The original plan
involved a week in Portsmouth, wher e the gyms are good and the
nightlife better, but the plan was too good and HMS Nelson
couldn’ t support us, leaving Maj Nev Smikle with 48 hrs to find a
new location and inform all 35 squad members befor e it all went
wrong.  With some excellent support fr om RHQ, QM and Mess
Managers, 30 Sig Regt provided us with an alter nate – thanks to
all that helped pull it together .  Starting the training week is
always good fun.  

It’s great to see some old faces, some older than others, as well
as meeting the new squad members.  This year the squad had 6
new guys: Lt Cyrus Karumba , Cpl Noddy Moclair , LCpls P
Pindeni and John Sheehan as well as Sigs JJ Richar ds and
James Maosa .  The 3 new girls, all found at 30 Sig Regt looking
through the Gym window, were LCpls V icky Pennington , Leane
Price and Hannah Bailey .  Each of these players brought their
own special talents to the team, most of them basketball r elated.
It’s never possible to get all of the Corps best players together for
this competition and we send our best to those on ops ar ound
the world that couldn’ t make it.  It was great to see the
commitment of some of the squad, some even taking leave to
ensure they could attend and LCpl Mal Royal managing to get
back from tour a few days early and playing during his post op
tour leave. The development week is essential in getting the
squad to work together , learn the tactics and impr ove match
fitness.  This is achieved through a minimum of 6 hours in the
gym per day and a fairly similar figure in the bar, talking about it
at night.  Each day improvements were made under the careful
direction of coaches Sgt Ally W ay and Sgt Ross Beattie with
some excellent assistance from veteran SSgt Steve Piper and
Combined Services player LCpl Lez Hartland .  Only the
competition week would convince them that the hours of
studying tactics DVDs and books would truly pay of f.  The week
finished positively, with no injuries and all focused on the
competitive week ahead.
Competition week started early the following week with the

Squad broken down into 3 teams.  The Div 1 Male and Female
teams compete for the Inter -Corps Trophy with Div 2 Males
competing for pride and a Div 2 medal.  Our Corps is the envy of
many of the others, as our team spirit and mutual support is
outstanding.  The encouragement from the sidelines was a key
factor in each of the teams doing so well this year .  Each male
team played 2 matches per day.  Day 1 went well with a couple of
great results, followed by some impr essive performances on the
Karaoke; LCpl Mike Harrison’ s impression of Usher being just

one of the more memorable.  The second day produced more of
the same and all 3 teams produced better mor e confident
performances.  The women’s team fought hard to come back
against a very strong RLC side and were improving with each
quarter of the game.  There were excellent performances from all
team members and they should all be very pr oud of what they
achieved.  Sadly although they were the better team, at the end
of the game they were beaten by 2 points, stopping their
progression to the final.  I am sure the team will come back
stronger next year and be the team to beat.

The continued strong performances from both male teams,
coupled with excellent support fr om the sidelines, saw both
teams through to their respective semi-finals.  Both teams wer e
to face the favourites from their respective leagues.  The Div 1
team were to face the REME and Div 2 would play the Army
Medical Services (AMS).  Despite throwing everything into the
game and some dominating performances fr om SSgt Matt
Williams and WO1 Andy Wyatt , the AMS were too strong and
went through eventually to win the League. The Div 1 team
started strong with shots falling consistently for Cpls Gr eg Cole ,
Bob Innes and LCpls Les Hartland and DJ John .  The team
spirit was high and solid play under the boar ds from LCpl Mal
Royal and Sgt Jae Binnie gave the team a strong lead into the
fourth quarter.  The REME came into the final quarter with new
found determination.  This coupled with mor e than their fair share
of luck enabled them to claw back into contention and finally
finish the game winning 89 – 80.  The game was closer than the
scoreline suggests and was one of the best performances that
the Royal Signals have produced in many years.  The only
consolation was that the REME went on to win the final, giving
our guys the confidence that the Royal Signals has the talent and
the will to win this competition in the futur e.

After the competitions all that was left was the annual team meal.
Despite some misplaced confidence fr om some, nobody took on
SSgt Adele Robins in the buffet eating competition.  The
speeches were made, with thanks going to the coaches and a
special thank you to Mrs Sonia Carr (the team physio) who
managed to work miracles in keeping the team on the court.  In
line with tradition, the “Moir Cup”, pr esented to the soldier that
gave most commitment both on and of f the court was awarded.
This year it was given to LCpl Nikki Chadwick , who modestly
replied “I thought I had been quiet this year”.  And so we look
towards next year.  The Royal Signals Basketball Squad is looking
to develop and find new talent fr om around the Corps.  If you are
interested in playing, or of ficiating, with the Corps team then
contact the Team Manager to register your interest:

Capt Duncan Chamberlain
Tel Mil: 94385 5292 
Tel Civ: 01225 745292
Email: duncan.chamberlain900@mod.uk
Army Basketball Web Site:
http://www2.army .mod.uk/basketball/index.htm

The Corps Basketball Squad

LCpl Mal Royal gets the ball
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ROYAL SIGNALS MAKING W AVES – UP FOR A CHALLENGE?
READ ON!

Open water swimming has risen in profile over the past couple of
years and the recent Beijing Olympics saw the UK win 3 medals
in the 10km events.  This increase in popularity is reflected in the
Forces, where the number of participants in various events has
risen.  The Royal Signals has been instrumental in harnessing this
surge of interest, taking the lead in organising the first Inter-
Services Cross Channel Relay in 2007 and the first Army Inter-
Corps event in July 2008. In all, 56 swimmers from across the 3
Services have completed a successful relay in these 2 events and
helped raise in excess of £31,000 for service charities.  The
participants’ ranks ranged fr om Pte to Lt Col with an age range of
18 – 43yrs and everyone has enjoyed the challenge.  

Highlights for the 2008 Season included:

April 08 – Cpl Andy Reddy 10 Sig Regt, Maj Catherine Jar dine
RMAS, 2Lt Sue Morris 261 Sig Sqn and Lt Col Rob Healey JHC
HQ participating in the first Army Open W ater Swim Training
Camp in Gibraltar.  

16 June 08 – Inter-Services Open Water Championships in Lake
Bala, N Wales.  

Results 5km Positions:
4th – 1hr 16mins 9secs – 2Lt Sue Morris
10th – 1hr 20mins 22secs – Lt Col Rob Healey
12th – 1hr 20mins 40secs – Capt Laura Fer nand
17th – 1hr 32mins 17secs – Maj Guy Bennett
31st – 1hr 45mins 48secs – Lt S Wallis

Results 3km Positions:
1st – 54mins 54secs – Lt Col Rob Healey

22 JULY 08 – EX CHANNEL TITAN – INTER-CORPS CROSS
CHANNEL RELAY RACE

This was without doubt the highlight of the open water season.
The Royal Signals Team consisted of: Capt Laura Fer nand (Team
Capt), 2Lt Sue Morris , Sgt Craig Chilvers , Sig Sam Potts , Sig
Zoe Pythian and Lt Col Rob Healey , the Event Organiser with
Mrs Helen Healey as chief supporter and photographer onboar d.
The race started at 0100hrs in rough conditions in the pitch black
with most swimmers suf fering from seasickness. Sue Morris was
the lead swimmer and set of f at a cracking pace for her 1st one
hour leg. For a short time the Signals team led, even though it
was by far the youngest team in the competition. By Hour 5, the
sun was coming up and it became clear that it was a two horse
race between ourselves and a very experienced and powerful
Sapper team.  Our least experienced and youngest swimmers,
Sam and Zoe performed brilliantly and right up until the final leg,
we were in contention.  A full account of the race can be
accessed via www.armyopenwaterswimming.co.uk where Rob’s
children Ellie and Albert ran the Channel Titan Ops Room from
their quarter in Middle Wallop, supervised by their Grandad
Geoff. The final result was:

Royal Engineers – 10hrs 59mins
Royal Signals – 11hrs 14mins
REME – 12hrs 15mins
Mutineers(composite team) – 12hrs 29mins
RLC – 13hrs 45mins
AGC – 14hrs 41mins

More events are now being planned for 2009 including:
Open Water Swim camp to Gibraltar in May 09.
Lake Bala, N Wales 5, 3 and1km Inter-Services Event in
June 09.
2nd Inter-Service Cross Channel Relay Race in July 09.
Lake Zurich 17 mile event in August 09.
World Masters Games, Sydney in October 09.

I am looking for strong swimmers from across the Corps who are
up for a challenge.  You do not need to be a fast swimmer but
you do need to train and be pr epared to give every event your
max, often in “slightly chilly” water – no wetsuits allowed!  It
would be great to get a strong turnout for Lake Bala; novices can
just enter the 3km or 1km events to get a feel for the sport. Some
of the above events involve swimming in open, r ough seas at
night, next to safety boats and at times you ar e likely to suffer
from disorientation and seasickness.  However, the sense of
shared achievement having braved the busiest shipping channel
in the world, kept us going in testing conditions and when we
collectively stood on Fr ench “soil” it was all worthwhile.  The
open water community ar e a very welcoming and inclusive bunch
that looks forwar d to meeting you at some of the events listed
above.  If you want to learn more contact Lt Col Rob Healey ,
SO1 Comd Sp JHCHQ (94331-3693), JHC-J6-SO1@mod.uk or
via www.armyopenwaterswimming.co.uk .

Finally the team waves from French soil
Picture by Helen Healey Photography/Channel Titan 2008

The Corps female football squad made a decisive start to the
season with their first fixtur e being a league match against the
AGC on Friday 21 November 2008.  After a productive week of
pre-season training, which saw several new players being
brought into the squad, all wer e aware of the need to give a
hundred percent against the AGC – traditionally a force to be
reckoned with in the Inter-Corps League. The Corps females
made a strong start to the first half with newcomer Sig Katie
O’Neill of 11 Sig Regt scoring in the 5th and 7th minutes. The
AGC came back with a goal in the 27th minute but the half
belonged to Royal Signals who had several more shots on goal.

The Corps extended their lead in the second half, when Army
player Sig Rachael Wheatman of 21 Sig Regt scored in the 42nd
and the 47th minutes. With such an emphatic lead over the AGC,
the team would have been forgiven for easing off but LCpI Katie
Flynn of 14 Sig Regt then added 2 mor e goals in the 50th and
60th minutes. The final score was then Royal Signals – 6 AGC –1.
This has been a fantastic start to what is hoped will be a very
successful season. New players are always welcome to train and
play in the squad, any players interested in playing for the Corps
are requested to contact Capt Potter on 94423 2575 or
WO1(RSM) McBean on 94385 5256.

OPEN WATER SWIMMING

CORPS FEMALE FOOTBALL 
ROYAL SIGNALS V ADJUT ANT GENERAL ’S CORPS FRIDA Y 21 NOVEMBER 2008
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Since the last article over 18 months ago, Clay Target shooting
has really moved on.  The Corps ground effectively upped sticks
and moved lock stock and barr el to its new home in Brawdy
under the care of 14 Sig Regt.  There it has grown in size and has
accommodated well over 5000 soldiers and cadets fr om across
the Army. The Corps Team restructured with Maj John Williams
taking on the role of Chairman and WO1(FofS) Glen Thompson
picking up the r ole of Team Captain.  After the 2007 Army
Championships, the team had a solid base to work fr om with all
10 team members sitting in the top 25 Army shooters of 105
competitors.   Many team members had individual successes
which culminated in 7 of them making it into the finals of their
disciplines.  However once again the elusive Inter-Corps English
Sporting trophy was dominated by the str onger Corps and we
could do not better than 4th place.

At the end of this tour nament, it was decided to go back to the
drawing board and redefine team training for the 2008 season.
The first thing to do was to find new blood and encourage mor e
younger soldiers into the sport – this was initially done at the
CORPS OSC in which several team members under the guidance
of Sgt Charlie Lister and Sgt Colin Bentley took up the mantle
of delivering training to over 150 competitors.  This led to a
fantastic inter-unit competition and pr ovided us with the ability to
select a team from the OSC firers to shoot for the Royal Signals
in the Inter-Corps Clay Championshipz, which we won
successfully.   From these rifle and pistol shooters, we managed
to identify 5 new recruits who were able to be pushed forwar d to
the first training camp pur ely aimed at Royal Signals personnel.
During May and June, training camps wer e run at Brawdy under

the watchful eye of SSgt Karl Hannah, who gave up his time to
pass on his vast knowledge and experience.  This was a fantastic
opportunity and lead nicely into the Corp Championship.  After a
week of shooting, ther e were several teams from across the
Corps, including one team fr om Germany, that fought for the
honours – however with 14 Sig Regt holding the lion’ s share of
shooting equipment and team shots, it was no surprise that they
walked away as Major Unit winners and with the majority of the
silverware.  

The 2008 Army Inter Unit Championship once again took place at
the Army Golf Club on 24/25 September 08. The late timing of the
event was introduced to incr ease team availability, with almost a
full compliment of the 16 best teams playing in the final. A unit
team comprises of 4 players (with one reserve), who have
qualified through regional events: teams are seeded depending
on their qualifying scores.  The event is scratch team matchplay
and there is a subsidiary event for those teams knocked out in
either of the first 2 rounds, a 27 Hole team stableford
competition.

The 4 man team from Blandford Garrison departed Anson Square
before the birds had even started to sing, with no r eserve team
player and seeded last.  The team captain was not very optimistic
about progressing very far in the finals.  Pleasant autumnal
conditions faced all the teams for Day 1 of the championships,
the Blandford team were off at 0830hrs against the Number 3
seeds, HQ 49 Bde.  Things weren’t looking good at the half way
point, but well fought half points by Maj Mick Cowie and Maj
Trev Keates as well as excellent wins from Cpl Pete Sochon and
Cpl Norrie Cr ook secured a resounding win (3 – 1) for the
underdogs.  With only 25 minutes befor e the afternoon quarter
final match against last year’s winners, preparation was
somewhat limited.  With both teams on the tee, the Blandfor d
team were awarded a walkover in the final match, as the RSA
only had 3 players, this gave the team a most welcome boost,
both Mick Cowie and Pete Sochon won their matches easily, a
3½ – ½ win for the team.

The weather forecast for Day 2 was not good; but thankfully the
rain that did come, didn’ t last too long.  The semi-final against 1
Para also saw the Blandford team gain an early advantage, with
one of the Inf team failing to tur n up for Day 2.  Concentration
was a must for the remaining 3 matches, the opposition had got
to the semi-finals with only 3 players and wer e not going to go

down without a fight.  The team knuckled down to business with
Mick Cowie and Pete Sochon providing early wins that secured
a place in the Final against the Number 1 seeds from the Infantry
Training School Brecon. It was no surprise to anyone that the
Number 1 seeds were in the Final but the team from Blandford
had surpassed all expectations by playing excellent golf and
thoroughly deserved to be there with them.  The weather was
most pleasant for the 4 matches.  The Blandfor d team got of f to
an early start with 3 of the matches leading at the half way point,
Mick Cowie , Pete Sochon and Norrie Cr ook all secured early
wins, Trev continued to battle on but lost out narr owly in the final
match.  So a 3 -1 win and Blandfor d Garrison were crowned
Army Champions for only the 3rd time in history, the last win
dating back to 1996.  

ARMY INTER UNIT GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS 2008

Army Champions!

CLAY TRAGET SHOOTING

Royal Signals Corps Championships Medal Winners
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It also confirmed the selection of the new Corps T eam: Maj John
Williams , WO1 Glen Thompson , WO2 Mac McDonnell , WO2
Danny Roberts , WO2 Steve Spinks , SSgt Karl Hannah , SSgt
Andy Hill , Sgt Charlie Lister , Sgt Colin Bentley , Cpl Col
Martin , Cpl Billy Beaumont and Sig John Mudie .  After an
excellent tournament Capt Will T aylor was also selected as a
team candidate for the futur e but assignment commitments and
an impending move prevented him from taking up a position. The
team was then informed that instead of running a single training
camp prior to the Army Championships, it would this year be
entering the Inter Services and Emergency Services winter
league, which would involve shooting at a demanding standar d
throughout well established civilian venues acr oss the UK.  This
consolidated training especially in the discipline of English
Shooting provided the team with the know-how to successfully
compete in this sport.  It was ther efore inspiring that WO1(FofS)
Glen Thompson as Team Captain lead by example and emerged
as the Army High Gun for the series. 

It was then on to Nuthampstead for the Army Championships –
well prepared and in good fighting or der the team still needed to
finish its preparation and required to run a small training camp to
shoot the specialist disciplines of Olympic T rap and Olympic
Skeet.  They managed to field 2 teams into the championships
and set a goal of pushing everything into winning the Inter - Corps
Event.  Despite the op tempo, the RA, RE, REME, AAC and Inf all
fielded very strong teams.  In one of the closest fought
competitions for years, they knew that it would be a tight event
and it certainly went down to the wir e with several teams
requesting a recount. However no one could take away how well
the team had shot on the day and by a winning mar gin of 2 whole
clays the Royal Signals Clay Target Shooting Team emerged as
the Army Champions for the Inter-Corps Clay Shooting
Competition, an elusive title that the team have been chasing for
the last seven years.  

Throughout this year the team have made huge contributions,
which have involved both financial and personal sacrifice.  It is
therefore fitting that they have achieved some individual
milestones along the way; WO1(FofS) Glen Thompson – Army
High Gun for the Winter Series, SSgt Karl  Hannah – County
Champion for Cumbria at Olympic Trap and British Grand Prix
Class Winner, Cpl Billy Beaumont – 5 Div High Gun, WO2(YofS)
McDonnell – 5 Div Class Winner. Sgt Charlie Lister qualified for
the Army Team shooting 5 Minimum Qualifying Scor es (107 out of

125 clays) at GB selection shoots and also won 2 of his classes.
Additionally several other members are now in the Army
Development Squad with Sig (Mus) McV eigh making 2 finals in
his first year at the Army Championships.

In addition to the achievements of individual personnel, it was
also pleasing to see a new ground open up at MOD Staf ford
under the control of 22 Sig Regt.  With financial backing fr om
both the Corps and Army Clay Target Shooting Association, it has
ensured that this site is well fur nished with shooting equipment
for the future.  Likewise the ground at 14 Sig Regt in Brawdy
continues to expand and hosted the Corps Championship for the
second year running.  It also offers excellent shooting
opportunities for any units using the Adventur e Training Centre at
Castlemartin as they can book this facility as part of their
package.  Furthermore both 11 and 30 Sig Regts are pushing
hard to re-establish their grounds.  Watch this space!

The sport of clay target shooting within the Army is set to move in
a new direction and is seen as a foundation for op shooting.
There is a misconception that this is a male only sport and it is
concerning that there is a lack of uptake in this sport fr om female
soldiers – it is urged that team members encourage female
soldiers to get involved.  It is intended that the Corps will run a
special training camp for female soldiers during the 2009 season. 

In order to feed new talent into the Army Team a selection week
training camp has been organised for 30 March – 3 April 09 at
South Wales 2000 Shooting Ground.   On our part it is intended
to run pre ADS selection training at the Corps ground in Brawdy
10 – 12 February 09.  This is open to all corps personnel who feel
that they have the raw ability and talent to pr ogress in this sport.
Training will be delivered at cost and can be booked thr ough Sgt
Lister 94359 5846. The team has certainly displayed what can be
achieved with well guided dedication and structur e.  However this
would not have been possible without the backing of the Corps
Sport Committee and the cooperation of unit comds who have
released their shooters.  For this we are extremely grateful and
ask for your continued support.  W e now look forward to the forth
coming season and building on the success of this year .  If you
require any further information on Clay Target Shooting then
please contact the Chairman, Maj John Williams – 94381 3783
or Team Captain WO1 Glen Thompson – 94475 5675.

14 Signal Regiment Major Unit Winners
Royal Signals A Team: Cpl Beaumont, WO1 Thompson, 

Maj Williams, SSgt Hannah and Sgt Bentley

ROYAL SIGNALS SNOWBOARDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
22 NOVEMBER – 5 DECEMBER 08

- by WO2(RQMS) D Graham OIC Royal Signals Snowboarding

For the first time in the history of Signals Snowboar ding the main
Snowboarding Championships wer e held at the Austrian resort of
Stubai.  Training was still undertaken at Zell Am See as part of Ex
MERCURY GLACIER.  Over 88 Officers and Soldiers throughout
the Corps took part in this year’ s Snowboarding Championships,
the largest ever participation. After the first week tuition in Zell am
See, the teams moved the 2 hrs over to the resort of Neustift in

the Tirol valley, where they would compete in 3 main events: Dual
Slalom, Slope Style and Snowboard Cross (SBX).  With large
snowfall forecast for the first 2 days ther e were many wondering if
the Championships would actually take place. On the Monday
night, the weather tur ned as forecast and over 1m of snow fell in
the region, this closed all main roads to the Stubai Glacier and
meant a concurrent activity of ‘powder riding’ had to be done at
the Innsbruck Olympic r esort some 30 mins away.  After yet
another night of snow the main r oad had been opened and all
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teams were able to get up onto the Glacier. When we arrived,
we were greeted by slopes that had not been pisted and yet
more snow.  Having inspected the main GS course and found
that there was over 1m of fresh snow, the committee then
decided to have another ‘powder day’.  Special mention must
go out to SSgt Mac Davies for managing to totally disappear
from radar and having to spend most of the mor ning digging
himself out of the worlds lar gest snow hole!

Once racing did finally get underway in the Dual Slalom ther e
were some very good performances.  Overall winner of the Dual
GS was Cpl Mulligan of 1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt with
Cpl Bear dsmor e (3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt managing to finish
top female in 3rd place overall.  The next day saw the start of
the Slope Style event. This event involves individuals moving
through a set course of jumps, rails, boxes while being scor ed
by a panel of 3 judges.  All competitors gave it their all and
considering the size of some of the jumps did very well. Winners
of the Slope Style event were, Cpl Mof fatt of 1(UK) Armd Div
HQ & Sig Regt and Cpl Fox (16 Sig Regt).  Overall team event
went to 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt with 16 Sig Regt in
second place.

Due to the poor light and bad weather the SBX event had to be
cancelled. This was a real disappointment as this is seen as the
premier event in snowboarding. Because of this the overall tiles
were decided from the results from the Dual GS and Slope Style
events. Overall titles went to the following: Cpl Ronner (16 Sig
Regt), LCpl Fox ( 16 Sig Regt), Sig Bahr (Novice) (14 Sig Regt)
and Sig Manning (Novice female) (14 Sig Regt). Overall the
move to Stubai was seen as a positive move for Royal Signals
Snowboarding and enabled individuals to compete in the Slope
Style event, something they could not do at Zell Am See. Apart
from the bad weather cancelling the SBX we managed to
achieve all our goals for the season and prepared the main
Corps team prior to the Army Snowboar ding Championships in
Dec 08. 

If anyone would like information on Royal Signals Snowboar ding
or anything to do with futur e snowboarding exercises please feel
free to contact WO2 (RQMS) Dom Graham on 94777 2261 or
WO1 (RSM) Sheard on 94868 3705.

Giant Slalom Race

Grabbing Some Air

ARMY NETBALL TOUR TO ST LUCIA - OCTOBER 08

- by LCpl Welton

On 5 October 2008, 13 members of the Army Netball squad went
on tour to St Lucia for 2 weeks.  2 people fr om the Royal Signals
were selected for the tour: LCpl Vicky W elton from 30 Sig Regt
and Capt Sophie Howe from GCS IPT.  We were entered into the
“Helen of the West” netball tour nament, a prestigious tournament
with teams from all over the Caribbean and a first prize of
US$3000.

In the first week we had some training sessions and played 2
friendly matches against a St Lucian team called Shamr ock.  In
the first game we won 24 – 18 and I think at this point we thought
we would have a chance of winning the tour nament but that was
all to change. We also got the chance to have a taste of the local
night life which was very entertaining.

The tournament began in the second week and so did the rain!
Our hotel got flooded and despite being indoors, the first
matches were delayed by 24 hrs as the roads were blocked by
landslides and flooding.  We played 5 matches in the tour nament
but sadly lost them all.  The winning team was Saint Lucia’ s top
team, Digicel Elite Strikers, and they were outstanding.  The talent
in this tournament was incredible but I think all the players in our
squad learnt a lot from playing against such good teams and had
a great experience in St Lucia.  After the heavy rain the sun did
come out in the end so we got to go to the beach and all came
home with a lovely tan.  

Capt Sophie Howe and LCpl Vicky Welton outside the 
netball stadium in St Lucia
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Branch news .  Bob Peake , Secretary Poole Branch, has a new
e-mail address; tangmere91@live.co.ukBob Vale, Secretary Bath
Branch has a new e-mail address; rvale@talktalk.net The 602 Sig
Tp AOF has a new contact; Dennis Addey on; 01242-238 535.
602.aof.secretary@blueyonder.co.uk

Life Membership .  A reminder that serving persons who are in
the ‘Payroll Giving Scheme’ (used to be known as the Days Pay
Scheme) are eligible to become Life Members of the RSA.  An
application form can be found on the RSA website:
www.royalsignalsassociation.co.uk and click “join us”.

RSA Website . While a new website is being constructed, a
temporary site for the RSA can be found via:
www.royalsignalsassociation.co.uk The old website;
www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals/rsa should be closed by the time
this issue of The Wire hits the streets.

RSA Annual Reunion . Details of the 2009 reunion, to be held at
Blandford 27/28 June, should be shown on the RSA website or
call 01258-482090 for details and for application to attend forms.

RSA AGM. All Life Members are welcome to attend the RSA
AGM to be held at the Victory Services Club, London on Satur day
28 March. Starts at 1030hrs and ends at around 1245hrs. Bar and
buffet after the meeting.

It was with great sadness that we learned that Maj Joe Cr ocker
BEM, Secretary of the “Indian Signals Assn of Great Britain” died
suddenly in January. I first met Joe when he was part of the team
that travelled around the units inspecting Or derly Room
documents (conduct sheets, leave car ds, AF B2066 etc). 

New Life Members .  A warm welcome is extended to the
following Life Members, enrolled since the last issue of The Wire:

Rank/Name Service Branch/unit

LCpl Lee Chilcott 1980-89
Cpl Robert Grigg 1974-86
Cpl John W ardley 1972-96
Sgt Janette McCoy 1980-88
LCpl Ian Littler 1985-98
WO1 John Lockert 1977-01
Cpl David Bryant 1980-93
WO2 Colin Bell 1985-08
Sig Jean W ray 1986-89
Sgt Chris Appleby 1965-72
Cpl Chris Bywater 1978-92
WO1 Iain Frame 2000-date  West Wales Branch
Cpl Jim Gwinnell 1991-00

Sgt Steve Voyse 1984-06
Capt Jim Ross 1985-09
SSgt Graeme T ennick 2000-date  HQ 4 Mech Bde
SSgt David Tennick 1971-93
Cpl Leon Wilde 1995-date  200 Sig Sqn
LCpl Kenny Graham 1985-93 Glasgow Branch
Sgt Ian McCutcheon 1971-93
Sig Shane Sealey Br own 1971-99
LCpl Kim Smith 1990-95
Cpl Gary Dodds 1981-87
Sgt Russ Ryan 1989-date  20 Armd Bde Sig Sqn
Sig Wayne Blackbur n 2001-date
Sig Philip Hutson 1964-72
WO2 Mick Wilton 1970-05
Sig Pat Culhane 1959-60
LCpl David Paterson 1980-86
SSgt Robbie Robinson 1967-91
Sgt George Wilson 1940-46
Cpl Paula King 1989-02
Capt Asa MacIntyr e 2004-09 AFC Harrogate
SSgt Paul Jones 1985-08
Sig Len Elliott 1943-45 Rotherham Branch
Cpl Jack Rhodes 1943-47 Rotherham Branch
Sgt Simon Fitzgerald 1986-08
LCpl David Br own 1982-99 56 Div Sigs OCA
Sig Der ek Str eet 1950-52
WO2 Chris Dunn 1985-09
Sig John Barr on 1949-51
WO2 David Cater 1958-85 Bedford Branch
LCpl Samantha W allace 2000-09
LCpl Dave Carter 1997-08
Cpl Dennis Addey 1966-79 602 Sig Tp AOF
LCpl Joe Leighton 1989-98
WO1 Dave Brudenall 1979-05
Sgt Richar d West 1959-71
Sig Ivor Cr osby 1949-50
WO2 Adrian Russell 1984-08
WO2 George W eston 1964-92
Sgt Stuart McCluskie 1991-date
Maj Pete McElwee 1973-date
Sig Dean Aslett 1985-94
Sgt Len Moss 1939-45
SSgt Paul Chambers 1984-08
SSgt Paul Young 1985-09
WO2 Andr ew Egan 1985-08
Cpl Ken Farley 1958-60
Cpl David Cunlif fe 1966-88
Maj Mick Br ooks 1977-08 RSS
Sig Mark Simpson 1985-91
Sig Clive Sharp 1977-84
Sig Tom Spenceley 1949-51

THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIA TION

General Secr etary and T reasur er: Lt Col (Retd) CP Conlon
Assistant General Secr etary: Maj (Retd) IN Gr eig

Welfar e Secr etary: Miss L Rowley
Membership Secr etary: Mr PJ Cuckow

Patr on: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals

Chairman: Brig NF W ood

Association Office
RHQ Royal Signals
Blandford Camp
Blandford Forum
Dorset 
DT11 8RH
www.royalsignlalsassociation.co.uk

Welfare Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2089

Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089
Email: welfare@royalsignals.mod.uk

Membership Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090

Tel (civ) 01258 482090
Email: rsa@royalsignals.mod.uk

Lt Col (Retd) Carl Conlon
Tel: 01258 482081

Maj(Retd) Ian Greig
Tel: 01258 482082

Mr Peter Cuckow
Tel: 01258 482090
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WO1 David Lunn 1959-84
SSgt Les Bennett 1969-87
Lt Fraser Skirr ow 1985-90 Middx Yeomanry Assn
Sig Stuart Allison 1990-95
Sig Allan Evans 1955-57
Lt Col Anthony Lamb 1999-date  Eastbourne Branch
Sgt Dickie Bonner 1986-date  Eastbourne Branch
Sgt Tim Still 2002-date  Eastbourne Branch
Cpl Ian Heseltine 1980-94
Sgt Kevin Howley 1986-00
Cpl David Mustoe 1980-90
LCpl Simon Smith 1986-94
Cpl Geof f Spavins 1982-93
LCpl Mick Stead 1959-69
Cpl Steve Thompson 1984-97
LCpl Mar c May 2004-08
SSgt Dave Heath 1995-08
Cpl Sean Martin 1996-date
LCpl Robert Beck 1967-74 N Ireland Branch
Sgt Bill Br own 1970-78 N Ireland Branch
LCpl Jez Holdridge 1989-99
Sgt Roger Gr eenaway 1967-80
Sig Norman Nichola 1969-73
LCpl Fr ed Fullicks 1949-54
Sig Andr ew Welsh 1992-97
SSgt Danny Cooper 1992-date
WO2 Gordon Kinghor n 1976-83
Sgt Kelly T weedie 1994-date
Sig Les Ward 1960-68
WO1 T B Tomkinso 1985-08
LCpl Sam Allen 1961-86 N Ireland Branch
SSgt Robert Kelly 1961-84 N Ireland Branch
Cpl Sam McMillan 1981-date  N Ireland Branch
LCpl William Whitchur ch 1969-78 N Ireland Branch
Cpl Geof f Richar ds MBE 1976-00
LCpl Emma Rogers 1993-00
Cpl Tony Goullee 1967-74
LCpl Stuart Anderson 2000-09

Leslie Ladbr ooke £10.00
Peter Mills £75.00
Rev Peter Riley £25.00
Harry Walker £10.00
Ronald Lester £200.00
Geoff Buckley £5.00
56 Div Sigs OCA £102.37
Glossop & District R Signals OCA £25.00
S Clout £20.00
Certa Cito Lodge £20.00
R Waldr on £10.00
Cornwall Branch RSA £1100.00
Ron Lester £10.00
Sheffield Branch RSA £10.00
Rotherham Branch RSA £100.00
Arthur Lennon £10.00
Cheques in memory of Alfr ed Br own totalling £55.00
H W Galloway £10.00
42 Sig Regt Officers Club £278.00
P A Drummond £14.52
F W Natolie £14.52
Jim Jarman in memory of WO2 Richar d Cartwright £20.00
Mrs Joan Gr eenstr eet £50.00
Dennis Jones £5.00

DONATIONS

ALDERSHOT BRANCH

Chairman Noel Moss
Secretary Mary Pagan

We were delighted to welcome Lt Col Cart Conlon and Jan as
guests at our Autumn Luncheon at the Camberley Heath Golf

Club.  As well as being an occasion of good food and good
company, this was enhanced by our Chairman, Noel Moss
receiving his most deserved Honour Badge, acknowledging his
great contribution to the branch and Jimmy W ard the 50 Year
Badge in recognition of service to the Corps and the committee,
where he served ably supported by his wife, Apple .  Here special
tribute should be paid to Edelgar d Moss , who behind the scenes
does much to assist our Chairman, to say nothing of ‘fur nishing
the table’ for our committee meetings. W e were fortunate in
having the Regimental Secretary with us to pr esent the awards.

In November, the Chairman and several members attended the
High Commissioner’s Service at the Canadian Garden of
Remembrance at Brookwood, wher e we laid a wreath and Fred
Bridges paraded the branch standar d. On the Sunday, the
branch was well represented at the Service of Remembrance at
the Royal Garrison Church Later in the month, we enjoyed a talk
by Richar d Skelton who, as Chief Doorman of the House of
Lords, was able to give a most entertaining account of his
experiences. The evening was hosted by the Duchess of Kent
barracks Sgts Mess, who pr ovided the buf fet and to whom we
extend our appreciation and thanks. Our Christmas party took the
form of a bowling evening at a pub in deepest Hampshir e, where
the trophy lollipop winners wer e the Chairman and his wife. (All
the scoring was supervised and above boar d). Chris and Janet
Endean organised this most successful evening, assisted by
Jean Wilson , our Secretary Mary Pagan and doubtless many
others. We owe a debt of gratitude to the ladies of the branch,
who are wives and shepherdesses. Mary Pagan arranged our
Christmas lunch at the Bat & Ball, a secluded pub serving good
food. The festive touches were added by Mary who, as our
honorary florist, also made the table decorations. A good time
was had by all and we look forwar d to many events programmed
for the coming year.

BRIGHTON BRANCH

Chairman Tony Allibone
Secretary Phil West

The Branch has continued to hold cof fee mornings during the
year which were well attended, particularly by members who find
it difficult to go out in the evenings. The periodic pub lunches
also continued to be well supported. In May , we had an evening
meeting when a local historian gave an interesting talk on the
history of some of our older inns and taver ns followed as usual
by a buffet.  The most significant event of this month was the
dedication of the Corps Memorial and this event was attended by
7 members of the Branch and our standar d was carried in the
splendid display on that memorable day .

The Branch has 2 informal lunches each year and the first was
held in June with our President, Colin Br own and his wife
Heather attending; the second of these was held in December
and was particularly well supported.  The Branch was allocated
some tickets for the r ehearsal of the Trooping of the Colour and
some members were able to attend this event.

The Branch has sponsored a Gurkha pensioner for some time
now and our October evening meeting was dedicated to raising
funds for this purpose.  A well known local wine maker gave us
an interesting talk, supplemented by gener ous tastings which no
doubt helped towar ds a  raising a good sum.  In November we
held our annual dinner, which is a formal event and our guest this
year was the Corps Regimental Colonel, Simon Kidner .  The
hard work done by all the committee ensur es that this was a fine
occasion and a fitting climax to the year’ s activities.

The Branch was well represented on Remembrance Sunday at
Brighton with our standar d paraded and sadly, crosses placed in
the Garden of remembrance for past comrades. Welfare work for
members is a continuing task. We approach the end of 2008 with
membership maintained and the vitality of the Branch still str ong
due to the work of the committee 
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The period leading up to 11th November on Thursday 30th
October with the laying of Regimental Crosses in the lawns of
the War Memorial in the Promenade. It was a cold bleak day,
which did not diminish the solemnity of the occasion. The British
Legion Chaplin led the short Service of Remembrance, which was
attended by The Mayor of Cheltenham and Representatives of
various Regts.  After the Last Post, the various crosses were laid
in allocated spots. We felt satisfied that we had r emembered and
paid our respects to those young folk who had fallen in battle for
us.

On the morning of Remembrance Day, Sunday 9th November a
service was held at the Cheltenham War Memorial followed by
the laying of wreaths from branches of various Services with a 2
minute silence and March Past A Service of Remembrance was
held that evening at the Town Hall and this was presented by the
Cheltenham Branch of the British Legion and the Cheltenham
Old Comrades Association. This was a moving and enjoyable
event where Standards were carried with pride. After the opening
cermony and the arrival of the Lord Lieutenant, the Mayor, the
British Legion Chaplain, the Commissioner of Police and other
dignitaries, the festive part of the evening began. A musical
programme was provided by the Gloucestershir e Police Male
Voice Choir and Band of the Gloucestershir e Constabulary. This
was a lively, accomplished evening of music and song. The
Service of Remembrance followed with hymns, r eadings and
prayer.  A very thought provoking Address was given by the RBL
Chaplain Rev Andr ew Dow . The evening closed with the Act of
Remembrance, the Last Post and a shower of poppies. 

The Annual Regimental Cotswolds Branch Dinner was arranged
by the hard working Hon Sec Jean Woolley and her team, who
work so hard to keep this event alive.  It so happened that her
husband was 80 on the same day, so of course there was cake to
follow the dinner and speeches. After the business of the evening
there was a short address by Bob McClar en. The evening
closed after remembering those who fell in the two Gr eat Wars
and thereafter.

the founder members, was very surprised to be pr esented with
his certificate and badge for 50 years service fr om the RSA by
Col Petrie TD .  Bill joined the Royal Signals back in 1946 and
served in BAOR, MELF, Korea, Malaya and Hong Kong until 1958
when he left regular service and joined the TA and served until
1983.  He joined the RSA in 1991. Bill is a committee member at
the Glasgow Branch and still maintains all the Branch’ s
possessions and is actively engaged in all the Branch does.
Members of the Branch congratulated him on this achievement. 

The Branch continues with it social r ole and has events taking
place in November and of course the Bur ns Supper in early 2009.

COTSWOLD BRANCH

EAST KENT BRANCH

Chairman Brian Calladine
Secretary John Ballantyne

On 6th November the President and committee attended the
dedication service of the memorial in Longmarket, Canterbury .
Brian Calladine paraded the standard.  Seventeen members
formed the branch contingent for the Remembrance Day Parade
on November 9th in Canterbury, followed by a mor ning service in
the Cathedral.  Fifty eight members went on to enjoy an excellent
lunch at Boughton Golf Club. The standar d was paraded at the
memorial in the Buttermarket, Canterbury on November 11th for a
short service and 2 minutes silence. We are now looking forwar d
to our Christmas celebration, and will r eport in the next issue.

GLASGOW BRANCH

Many members of the Branch attended the Remembrance
Parade held in George Square, Glasgow.  It was very wet and
windy day but that didn’ t stop the brave hearted souls fr om
attending.  Members placed cr osses in the Field of
Remembrance to remember fallen comrades. The branch has
submitted an entry in the obituary section in memory of George
MacKay one of our founder members who will be sadly missed. 
The annual November Dance was held at Jardine Street.  All who
attended enjoyed the evening’s entertainment.  Bill Taylor , one of

LINCOLN BRANCH 

Chairman Fred Patman
Secretary Maj (Retd) Der ek Wood MBE

On October the 24th 2008, 30 members of the Branch assembled
at Sobraon Barracks Officers Mess for our Dinner Night. We are
fortunate indeed to be able to use the Of ficers Mess, the home of
the Lincolnshire Regt and therefore the Mess is laid out as for a
Regimental Dinner Night with all the silver adorning the table, a
wonderful sight and setting indeed.  Mr V ice was a serving
member of the Corps, Sgt Alfie Davidson who is serving at RAF
Waddington.  It was an extra special evening too for John
Hudson who was presented with his 50 Year Badge by our
President, Maj Frank Philip . 

Missing the dinner was another serving member of the Corps,
WO2(FOS) David Street serving with JSSW (D) at RAF Digby
due to his marriage to Helen , followed by the honeymoon after
which he was whisked away on duty for a week in the USA.
David has been an inspiration since joining us and is a very
popular member of the Branch. A fact worthy of a mention is that
our President, Maj (Retd) Frank Philp is the founder member of
the Branch, setting it up whilst serving as the Army Car eers
Officer for Lincolnshire and has been a stalwart in his support of
the Branch since Day 1 ably supported by his wife Micky .  Maj
Philp is also a member of the Army Benevolent Fund Committee
and has organised all the Military Band Concerts in the historical
and magnificent Lincoln Cathedral for the past 15 years, raising
thousands of pounds for the fund.

The Luncheon Club meets every 3 months and they are
organised by our Chairman, Fred Patman .  They are increasingly
popular and have been instrumental in getting the wives of 
members involved in the Branch . We finish on a very sad note as
we lose yet another loyal Branch member, Bob Townsend who
passed away after a short illness in the Lincoln County Hospital.
Bob and Edna Townsend came along to all the Branch Meetings
and Social Events, Bob was very popular and will be sor ely
missed.  Edna will continue to attend both the meetings and
social gatherings as an Associate Member. The Branch Standard
and all members will gather at St Nicholas Chur ch Lincoln on
Friday 7th November for Bob’s funeral.  We will remember him.

Maj Frank Philip presents the 50 Year Badge to John Hudson
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The Manchester Branch like many others assembled for the
annual Remembrance Parade on a bitterly cold mor ning.  Despite
the cold, we managed to muster a cr editable 20 or so members
and were led on the march on to St Peter’s Square as always by
our President, Maj Chris Reynolds Jones TD , who travels from
his home in Essex especially for the occasion.  Also leading was
Branch Chairman, Ron Taylor JP . After the March Past and ‘Fall
Out’, some of us enjoyed the excellent hospitality pr ovided for ex-
service personnel by Manchester City Council at the Town Hall,
before dispersing to various watering holes around the city.

Our congratulations to Treasurer, Mrs Pat Grif fin , on being the
only lady member who marched with the Branch this year.

in the past cannot go without r ecognition.”  The lead unit at this
event was 204 (NI) Field Hospital (V) as part of their successful
return from operations in Afghanistan; they co-or dinated all
aspects of the service. A regular attendee at our branch meetings
is Miss Anna McClean (97) seen here in the centre of the photo
surrounded by 4 retired officers. Branch President Maj Noel
Johnston is on Anna’s immediate right with Lt Col Terry
Lightfoot next to Noel . On Anna’s immediate left is Membership
Secretary Maj Bill Nesbitt TD with beard, then Welfare Member
Capt Ronnie McClatchey is on Bill’ s left. In 1966 Anna was
Admin Officer in No 1 Sqn 66 Sig Regt, commanded by Maj Noel
Johnston . Anna retired in the rank of SSgt. The photo was taken
in 2007 after our Colonel in Chief, The Princess Royal visited
Clonaver TAC on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of 40 Sig
Regt.

And finally, we issue an invitation to the following list of people to
join us at Clonaver Park TAC, Belfast, on the third Wednesday of
each month: To all serving or ex-members of Royal Signals,
regular or TA and ex-members of ATS/WRAC who served with
Royal Signals, plus spouses and in addition , all ex-Members of
other Corps/ Regts may join as Associate members.  NB
Associate members ar e not entitled to vote!

MANCHESTER BRANCH

NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH 

Chairman Mr J Reilly
Hon Sec Capt I W olfe

It is gratifying to report that we are seeing an increase in
membership as the year draws to a close. Six ex-members of 40
Sig Regt signed up in November; they must have heard good
reports about our speakers who have been of exceptional quality
in 2008. An example was at our November meeting, when we
were fascinated by our speaker Lola Armstr ong ,
Curator/Archivist of Clandeboye Estate.  Lola gave a detailed
account of the Battle of T rafalgar.  A 200 year-old Die (better
known by the plural - dice) was passed ar ound the members for
careful inspection.  It was used on boar d the flagship Victory in
games played by Admiral Lor d Nelson with Sir Henry
Blackwood who commanded the frigates in the battle and was
present when Nelson succumbed to his wounds. The
Blackwood family has long been associated with the Clandeboye
Estate in County Down. A previous speaker Mr Er nie Cr omie ,
Chairman of the Ulster Aviation Society, gave us an excellent talk
on aircraft and the airfields in Norther n Ireland during two world
wars. Some of us only knew about these airfields as motor racing
circuits in more recent times.

On 5th November, our Chairman Jim Reilly joined Belfast’s Lord
Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors at Belfast City Hall wher e, in
addition to r epresentatives of the Royal British Legion, the
security forces and civilian services, Jim laid a cross on behalf of
the Branch.

On Remembrance Sunday some of our members joined 40 Sig
Regt on the march from Clonaver TAC to St Mark’s Parish Church
at Dundela.  Branch Chairman, Jim Reilly as Standard Bearer led
the contingent including Jackie Donaldson , Chris Stitt and John
McMahon . Other members joined them at the chur ch.  Later a
tribute was paid to past Chairman, Tom Maguir e at the memorial
in camp.  Afterwards a good buf fet was provided by the Regt at
Clonaver TAC.  In addition to the local service, at least one of our
branch members, ex-RSM Bill Ogden from Lancashire was on
parade in London. 

The TA100 Service of Thanksgiving was held at St Anne’s
Cathedral, Belfast on 15th November. The NI Branch was one of
the groups invited by Col KF Halus, Col T A to attend this
service. A number of Association members wer e present at this
final event to celebrate the centenary anniversary of the formation
of the Territorial Army. Col Halus commented: “This year the TA
in Northern Ireland has had extensive exposure to Royalty,
parades and receptions by local councils. The importance of the
contribution of the TA to national defence and the delivery of
military capability is very important and is r ecognised by all.” He
added: “Although those who ar e serving now contribute gr eatly to
current overseas operations, the value of those who have served

Chairman Michael Stanger
Secretary Stephen Jewell BEM

The Branch held a Cheese and Wine Evening on 1st November at
St Michael’s Church Hall with the proceeds going to the RSA
Scarborough Branch fund. At this event, Keith Parsons , the Vice
President of the Branch, pr esented the Chairman, Michael
Stanger with his Honour Membership of the RSA in r ecognition
of his long outstanding service not only to the Branch but also to
the Corps and the RSA as a whole.  The event was a great
success.

SCARBOROUGH BRANCH

Keith Parsons presenting Michael Stanger with his RSA Honour
Membership with the Branch Secr etary, Stephen Jewell in support
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15th ANNIVERSARY OF THE MALTA-LIBYA-EGYPT
ASSOCIATION

This was the 15th anniversary of The Malta-Libya-Egypt
Association, Roy Andr ews started the Association in 1993, to
unite personnel who served in 19 Sig Sqn, Tripoli and soon
personnel who served in Malta, Egypt and Benghazi joined.  The
reunion this year was held once again at Staverton Park Hotel
Daventry on the 29th and 30th August.  On Friday 29th, members
arrived and were greeted by Pat and Roy Andr ews and given the
programme for the weekend.  In the evening, all assembled in the
bar for pre-dinner drinks and after dinner Arthur Harris ran a
general knowledge quiz. The evening rounded off with ‘thr ow a
coin nearest the bottle’, which raised £56 for the Army
Benevolent fund.  A lively annual general meeting was held on
Saturday morning. Cards of good wishes wer e signed and sent to
Barry Davies who was very ill and Dennis Cr out who was to
undergo major surgery.

Then there was free time to explore the local district or enjoy the
facilities at the hotel. Following pr e-dinner drinks and after
everyone had sung Happy Birthday to one of the new members,
Trevor ‘Smudge’ Smith who was celebrating his 70th birthday ,
84 members sat down to an excellent dinner .  As it was the 15th
anniversary, the cabaret this year was Rosemary Squir es who
gave a professional performance accompanied by Brian Dee .
The evening ended with the raffle, generously contributed by
members, Miss Squir es was invited to draw out the first ticket.
Following breakfast on Sunday, it was time for farewells, all
looking forward to meeting again next year.  Date and venue to
be announced later.

Sadly this year, we lost 3 members: Pat Laf ferty , Alfr ed
Patterson and Effie Leslie . 

We gained several new members this year, mainly from people
who had served in 245 Sig Sqn, Benghazi. Val Longstaf f our
Recruiting Officer (who does an excellent job) would like to hear
from anyone who served or knows of anyone who served in
Malta, Tripoli or Egypt and would like to join to our happy , friendly
group to contact him via Roy Andr ews Tel: 01377 201237 or
email: signals.roypatandrews@yahoo.co.uk or the website
hhtp.//www .maltalibya.tripod.com

Our thanks once again to Pat and Roy Andr ews for their hard
work in organising the event.

Flooks - Sig AH Flooks 1939/46 02/01/2009
Good - Cpl MG Good 1976/93 30/09/2008
Groven - Maj W Gr oven 1938/46 ??/10/2008
Harrington - J Harrington 1943/47 09/10/2008
Hepworth - WO1 J Hepworth BEM

1963/84 01/11/2008
Hickling - MV Hickling 1949/?? 14/11/2008
Hodge - Capt T Hodge 1942/48 01/05/2008
Horsfield - Maj Gen DR Horsfield OBE

1936/72 07/12/2008
Howar d - JW Howar d ????/?? c 2009
Hutchins - Brig PR Hutchins 1940/70 22/11/2008
Irons - Sgt AJR Ir ons 1949/77 ??/12/2008
Kilbor ne - Sig LB Kilbor ne 1947/53 ??/08/2008
Kingston - Cpl W Kingston 1943/47 02/11/2008
McArthur - SSgt RJR McArthur 

1962/84 07/01/2009
McKinlay - Lt Col MJ McKinlay

1972/00 08/11/2008
McVicker - Lt Col TB McV icker

1939/59 30/06/2008
Melsom - Capt JD Melsom 1939/46 ??/12/2008
Miller - Sig GW Miller 1948/50 28/10/2008
Nicholson - LCpl R Nicholson 

1964/65 13/02/2007
Nicholson - Sig R Nicholson 1992/64 13/02/2007
Oates - Maj WE Oates 1936/71 15/05/2008
Pellew - Lt Col FH Pellew 1930/52 23/09/2008
Phelan - LCpl GM Phelan 1955/57 18/11/2008
Pitstra - Lt CE Pitstra 2006/08 10/12/2008
Preston - Sig PI Pr eston 1978/81 01/11/2008
Pyke - Cpl L T Pyke 1950/52 02/12/2008
Richar dson - Sig FSE Richar dson

1940/43 06/12/2008
Rigby - SSgt DC Rigby 1948/70 26/11/2008
Royle - Sig G Royle 1935/46 ??/11/2008
Sizeland - WO2 RG Sizeland 1952/75 c 2009
Skeats - LCpl JH Skeats 1948/49 01/12/2008
Smith - Cpl A Smith 1967/77 29/10/2008
Smith - Sig RS Smith 1949/54 ??/12/2008
Stewart - Maj A W Stewart 1940/75 27/12/2008
Summerscale - Sgt RL Summerscale

1940/46 ??/08/2008
Temple - LCpl AD T emple 1968/77 23/11/2008
Tiller - V Tiller 1938/48 14/09/2008
Turner - Cpl PJ T urner 1942/47 03/06/2008
Urquhart - Sgt NR Ur quhart 1966/77 ??/12/2008
Wallace - Capt PV W allace 1939/46 17/11/2008
Webber - SSgt F A Webber 1950/76 18/12/2008
White - Sig LR White 1942/46 01/11/2008
Wilson - Cpl DW Wilson 1938/46 15/11/2008
Woollfor d - Cpl DE W oollfor d

1939/46 27/12/2008

MALTA/LIBY A ASSOCIATION

LAST POST
Name and Rank Served Years Died

Allen - Lcpl D Allen 1961/69 16/10/2008
Babb - Sig B Babb 1943/46 06/10/2008
Bramble - Sig D Bramble 1942/47 07/10/2008
Bridge - Sig GJ Bridge 1965/74 19/11/2008
Brooks - Capt HN Br ooks 1932/46 14/08/2008
Brown - WO2 S Br own 1952/77 c 2009
Cartwight - WO2 RL Cartwright 

1933/56 30/10/2008
Colbur n - Sgt CC Colbur n 1950/65 ??/06/2008
Compston - Lt Col JA Compston MBE

1984/09 25/12/2008
Conlan - WO2 JP Conlan 1938/67 03/01/2009
Crabtr ee - Capt AFN Crabtr ee

1942/75 14/12/2008
Craze - Maj TL Craze 1942/78 06/12/2008
Dawson - Cpl E Dawson 1937/46 07/11/2008
Dickson - Capt JA Dickson 1940/46 27/08/2008

OBITUARIES
Brooks – Capt Harry Norman Br ooks died 14 August 2008.

Harry was born on 28 November 1913. He was educated fr om
1920 to 1929in the Lawrence Memorial
Royal Military School which was
situated in the jungle, 7000ft high on
the Western Ghat Mountains in
India.  He returned to the UK with
his stepfather and family and
enlisted at Nottingham in the
Royal Corps of Signals.

He was then posted to Cair o,
Egypt with ‘C’ Troop Cavalry Signals
as an Instructor Mechanic attached to
12th Lancers and 11th Hussars from
1932 to 1937.  On his return to UK he
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served with the Tank Brigade on Salisbury Plain.  In 1938 it was
back to Egypt to serve with 1st Lt T ank Bde Sigs Sect and then
back to the UK in late 1938 to join to 4th Div Sigs at Canterbury .
Harry then moved as an instructor to the Training Centres at
Catterick and Prestatyn before being promoted Lt and then Capt
with 2nd London Div Sigs in May 1940.

In 1941 he went to India and served in several Sigs units until he
returned to 11 Armd Div Sigs in Germany in 1945.  The CO
expressed his opinion that Harry was conscientious,
hardworking, had first class knowledge of telegraph and radio
equipment and organising ability in handling of administrative
problems. He went on to say that he had never met such a
capable officer in getting the best out of the Of ficers and Men
under his command.

After his discharge in 1946, he entered the Post Office branch of
the Civil Service in London as an accountant. He became an HEO
and visited several Post Offices in the UK with a small team of
staff, checking accounts etc.  In 1950, he married his girlfriend
Bunty , and they had a son and daughter when living in Romfor d,
Essex.  Later they moved to Milford Upon Wychwood, Oxon but
in 2001, Bunty passed away after a happy marriage.  Harry
soldiered on independently with social workers keeping an eye on
him. After 7 years on his own, his health deteriorated and he sold
his house and moved in with his son and family in a village in
Somerset.

Harry was a excellent hockey player and represented his
regiment.  He was also a fair water polo player.  His favourite
football team was Derby County , the county where his stepfather
was born. He will be sadly missed by his son David and daughter
Susan, Jan his daughter-in-law and granddaughters Jessica and
Rachel , also his 3 stepbrothers (of which I am one) Oggie , Eric ,
Walter and step sister Norma .

officer was in charge.  When at a later date, he saw in NATO the
immense and lengthy effort to cr eate major exs, he was
astonished at the achievement of the small staf f.  He returned to
the Airborne Division as CO of the Div Sigs in 1946/47 and in the
summer of 1947 he went back to the UK – thankfully befor e the
horrors of Partition.  David Horsfield had won a competitive
vacancy to go to Cambridge University in 1939 and now 8 years
later, 8 years spent entirely overseas, he became an
Undergraduate aged 30 and on Lt Col’ s pay.  He took a degree in
Mechanical Sciences with Electrical Part II and captained the
University Ski Team. During this period he won the British Ski
Championship and was elected to pr estigious Hawks Club, made
up of Cambridge Blues.  He married Sheelah Eagan whose
father’s career post WWI had been with India’s North Western
Railways.  David returned to the Army first as an Instructor at
RMA Sandhurst then as a Coy Comd to King Hussein of Jordan
and then to a staff job at DAAG Officers postings.  In 1956, he
joined 33 Armd Bde in Germany, which was disbanding. 

He took the residue to Osnabruck to form a Sqn for 12 Inf Bde
and after 3 months training for the Suez operation he took half
the Sqn to the UK to form an Armd Bde Sqn.  Befor e setting sail
however, he was ordered to return at once to BAOR to take over
Comd of 2nd Sig Regt. Half way thr ough this tour, orders were
received to amalgamate the 2nd Div and 6 Armd Div.  David
Horsfield was lucky to be given command of the combined unit
even though he had move to the 6 Div location, a gr eat distance
away.

In 1961 to 1964 he was appointed Chief Instructor , School of
Signals, Catterick Camp. Catterick was full of inter est at this time.
The planning wing was developing the concepts and design of an
area system, computer training was starting and electr onic
development was creating an exciting future for quality engineers.
Students responded enthusiastically to the arrival of car eers such
of those which enabled the Sappers in earlier times to entice top
brains to join them. Subsequently Gen Horsfield moved on to be
Director Telecommunications [Army] in the Ministry of Defence at
a very exciting time. The area system was being negotiated
through committees, initially involving the United States, Australia
and Canada and satellite comms were being developed. The
impressive flowering of comms continued to make it technically
possible to pr oduce systems to give all users unrestricted quick
reaction capability. In 1968 he moved to Supreme Headquarters
Allied Powers Europe at a time when it was completing the move
from Paris to Mons in Belgium.  He was deputy to a German
General in the Communications and Electronics Division. There
were some 55 officers of Col and Lt Col rank in the Division and
an immense amount of paperwork which had to cr oss his desk. 

Maj Gen Horsfield’ s final post was as as Chief Signal Officer of
the BAOR from 1969 to 1972. From there he took up a post with
PA Management Consultants where his extensive contacts were
very useful to them in a select group. In due course the Air Force
was brought in when a retired Group Captain was added to the
group.  From the Navy, Admiral Cassidi found that the work level
fitted in well to his alr eady busy life, so all 3 Services were
involved. A scientific civil servant friend became useful with his
knowledge of Ministry workings. Others who contributed fr om
time to time included the German General he had worked for at
SHAPE and the retiring head of SHAPE Technical Centre. He was
kept in interesting work until the age of 70 when he decided to
retire. Another call on his time came from the Ski Club of Great
Britain. The Amateur Club had been formed in 1903 and as in
other sports, pr ofessionals now had to be taken into account. The
International Skiing Federation was making the rules and ours
had to fit theirs.  Artificial ski slopes wer e being developed and
Aviemore became a valuable resort on Scottish slopes. Chris
Congleton , a baron since the age of 3, led the work and David
Horsfield was his deputy. 

Maj Gen David Horsfield OBE lived a full and active military life,
backed by str ong family ties and coupled with close friendships
with people of many nations.  He made a significant contribution
to the advancement of the Royal Corps of Signals thr ough a
period of technological change and the development of its
professional ethos.

HORSFIELD – Maj Gen David Horsfield OBE died 7 September
2009.

David Horsfield was born in St James
Court, London on 17 December
1916.  He was   comissioned in
the Royal Corps of Signals in
1936.  He started war service
in 1939 – 42 with the Egypt
Bde Sig Sqn, Mersa Matruh
and was Adjt Lof C Sigs.  In
January 1942 he was posted
to Singapore but after
reaching Colombo and
sailing for Singapore, he was
diverted to Rangoon then
Java and finally Bombay.
Once disembarked in India on
12 March 1942, he went via
DumDum, Lashio and Maymyo to
join Gen Slim’ s Burma Corps HQ
between Meiktila and Kyaukpadaung,
where he took command of the small Burma
Corps Signals for the retreat via Tamu into the Imphal plain.

After this he was posted to Mhow to command Of ficer Cadet
Wing and then became Chief Instructor at Mhow STC as COs
courses and Long Wireless Courses were introduced. In 1944,
after Staff College Training at Quetta, he joined 23 Indian Div Sigs
in the Assam Plain and Shenam Heights.   All too soon the Div
under Gen Ouvry Roberts was withdrawn after mor e than 2
years as contact div with the Japanese and he was r ecalled to
Quetta in 1944/45 to join the Directing Staff.  In late 1945, he
became DAQMG, 2nd Indian Airborne Div then assembling at
Malir near Karachi. Throughout his service he seemed to be
looked upon as an odd job man r eady to meet emergency
requirements. 

This time it was to join the staf f as GSO1 Sigs to create, run and
report on Ex EMBRACE which involved all 3 services, Police,
Hospitals and other agencies.  Maj Gen Ashton W ade, a Signals
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McKay – Sig George McKay died ?? October 2008.

It is with deep regret that the Glasgow Branch announce the
passing of George McKay one of its founder members, who was
90 years of age.  29331131 Sig George McKay was born in 1918
and in November 1939 was conscripted into the Royal Corps of
Signals. George spent time at various locations thr oughout the
UK until 1941 when he was posted to South East Asia Command,
Singapore. After the Japanese landed in the north of Malaya, they
made a rapid advance down thr ough the country and acr oss the
causeway into Singapore which resulted in the surrender of the
British Forces.  George became a prisoner of war and remained
so until the Japanese surrender in August 1945. During his time in
captivity he was brutally tr eated by his captors, being for ced to
work 12 to 14 hours a day labouring in factories and foundries.

George arrived back in UK months after his r elease and left the
Army in 1946. He was awarded the 1939/45 Star, the Pacific Star
and War Medal. A service was held at St Paul’s Church, Glasgow
on Tuesday 21 October 2008 and was attended by Branch
members and our Hon President, Lt Col Alistair Petrie TD .  For
his final journey to Daldowie Crematorium, his cof fin was draped
in the Corps Colours with his ber et and medals on top.  At the
crematorium it was met by the Branch Standar d carried by our
standard bearer, Bill McNamara . The Branch offers its sincere
condolences to George’ s daughters, Isobel , Margar et, Anne
and his son George and to his 12 grand childr en and 9 great
grand children.    

Secretly, he plotted his return. In 1962 their second daughter,
Mandy , was born.  Tragically, she died of a brain haemorrhage,
aged only 43.  In 1963, the Tasker family were planning to go
back to UK for Christmas and to allow Ron to attend a Para
refresher course.  Ron had secretly been in touch with Robbie
Laing and John Grif fin in Aldershot, because he desperately
wanted to get back to Para Sigs.  It was agr eed that if he could
somehow get back to the UK, he would be allowed to r ejoin the
Sqn.  His OC in 4 Div at the time was ex-Para and he authorised
the Refresher Course knowing full well that Ron wouldn’ t come
back to BAOR.  

The family loaded everything that they could into the car , along
with the 3 childr en and then off they went, doing a moonlight flit,
back to Ron’s beloved Para Sigs.  In Aldershot Ron continued his
service with Para Sigs, being promoted SSgt the year after his
triumphant return.  In Jul 1965 the Sqn changed its title fr om 216
Sig Sqn (Para Bde Gp) to 216 Para Sig Sqn.  Ron was promoted
WO2 (RQMS) in 1970.  He remained with Para Sigs until he
retired in June 1972.  In a full career of 25 years, he served 20
years with the Paras.  Ron was a recipient of the GSM (1918-62)
with clasps Canal Zone, Near East, and Cyprus, and the LS&GC
medal. On leaving the Army, Ron joined the RSPCA, and was
asked to write an article about the Society for the Army
Resettlement Board.  This resulted in a few servicemen following
his example – notably 2 of his comrades fr om 216, Jim Shear er
and Ivor Wells .  

Ron was first the local RSPCA Inspector for Basingstoke and
later promoted to Chief Inspector .  He was invited to be a founder
member of the newly instigated Special Operations Unit and
afterwards spent a lot of time working under cover, abroad.
Unfortunately Ron suffered a heart attack in 1986, which r equired
quadruple bypass surgery.  He was told it would last for 10 years.
Due to his stubbor n refusal to submit to old age, his love of life
and Rene’s loving care (and nagging), he was able to make it last
22 years, before he finally succumbed.  

During his RSPCA service Ron was awarded the European Group
Medal for “Outstanding Services to Animal W elfare in Europe”,
the Special Service in Europe Medal, the Special Service Medal
for “Animal Rescue in Dartmoor” and the RSPCA Long Service
Medal.  He was eventually promoted to RSPCA Group Chief for
Surrey and retired in 1992. Retiring to live in W Sussex, Ron led
an active and happy life with Rene and their children.  He
delighted in being a much loved Grandad to Gemma , Lucie ,
John , Kate and Joshua , and a Great Grandad to Lauren and
Jasmine .  In 2008, Ron became increasingly ill when his heart
began to fail.  

His stubbor n determination was in evidence when on being
moved into intensive care (IC), he asked for his Jack Higgins
book and reading glasses, because he’d need something to do
while he was in there.  IC patients don’ t usually sit around reading
books but he was insistent and of course the book went with
him.  Sadly, Ron died of heart failure on 3 September 2008.  His
last words to the family were, “Remember to put the bin out and
please bring chocolates in for the nurses.”  Carol e-mailed the
Para Sigs OCA website, where condolences and farewells were
later posted by many of her father’ s ex-comrades.  They may be
read on the guestbook at www.216parasigs.org.uk. 

On 16 Sep, the chapel at the Surrey & Sussex Crematorium in
Crawley was packed with family and friends. Members of Para
Sigs OCA were also present, accompanied by Dave Fox MBE ,
bearing the standard of Weston-on-the-Gr een RBL Branch.
Ron’s great nephew, a serving member of the RAF, read the
Homily.  In committal, Ron’s ashes were scattered at his daughter
Mandy’ s memorial in the Snell Hatch Cemetery in Crawley. Ron’s
first love was Rene and they were happily married for 55 years.
His other great love was the Paras – he was a Para through and
through.  His years with them formed the character that was to
serve him so well into a second successful car eer with the
RSPCA, and for the rest of his life.

RIP Ron Tasker , small (but perfectly formed) Airbor ne Warrior.

TASKER – WO2 Ron Tasker died 3 September 2008

Ron Tasker was born in Cleethorpes on 22 July 1930.  He first
went to work on the docks in Grimsby as a
barrow lad, aged 14, and after that he
worked as a fireman on the railway.
On 25 September 1947, Ron
enlisted into Royal Signals at
Lincoln.  After basic training, he
volunteered for airborne duties
and completed his parachute
training at Ringway in July
1948.  Ron met his future wife
Rene at a church youth club
bonfire party the same year.
He was posted/attached 33
Para Lt Regt RA of 16 Indep
Para Bde Gp, which was then
serving on static occupation
duties in Germany.

Ron joined 16 Para Bde Sigs in
November 1949 and with the rest of the
Bde Gp moved back to its new home at Lille Barracks, North
Camp in Aldershot.  In 1951, 16 Indep Para Bde deployed to
Cyprus and the Suez Canal Zone and eventually returned to UK
in 1954. 

In 1953, Ron asked Rene to marry him but she didn’ t want to be
an ‘Army wife’ – famous last wor ds, so he left the Army and in
June that year they were married in Cleethorpes.  Their first child,
Carol, was born in 1954.  Although his Civvie job was lorry-driver
for the Hope & Anchor Brewery, even with its perks, Ron was so
unhappy out of the Army that Rene suggested he sign-up again.
So he did and in 1955 returned to 16 Para Bde Sigs a happy
man.   16 Indep Para Bde deployed to Cyprus in August 1956 in
preparation for Op MUSKETEER, which eventually began in
October with the airbor ne assault by 3 Para on El Gamil airfield,
and the subsequent sea landings at Port Said.  In 1957, son
Chris was born.

In 1959, Ron was promoted Sgt and by all accounts was very
effective in the MT Tp.  In Septe1959, 16 Indep Para Bde Gp Sig
Sqn changed its title to 216 Sig Sqn (Para Bde Gp). In 1961 many
Sqn SNCOs, including Ron, were posted out of the Sqn “to
broaden their outlook and gain pr omotion”.  Royal Signals MRO
said they had been in the Para Sqn too long.  Ron went to 4 Div
at Iserlohn, Germany and hated every moment of this posting.
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From Derek Fisher (derekfisher4@msn.com)
10 Ambleside Avenue 
Ashton under Lyne
Lancashire. OL79EZ
0161 3300361

Dear Sir,

I met the wife of the late Sig Bert Jackson (2nd right in the
photo. I am 1st right). Unfortunately Bert died about 12 years ago
but I only recently met his wife after placing an advert in the
Nottingham paper. She gave me a small, slightly dilapidated
photo of our Wireless Ops course at Catterick in 1945.

If you could include it in The Wire, maybe some of the ‘old
codgers’ might still be ar ound.  Who knows?  I am 82 and can
still remember the Morse Code we had drilled into us by the LCpl
in the middle front, although I can’ t remember his name.  Bert
and I both went to Palestine; he to Haifa and I to Jerusalem.
Anyone still around please contact me either on 0161 3300361 or
derekfisher4@msn.com

Kind Regards…

From: Paul Engering [paulatmarienfeld@hotmail.co.uk] 

Dear Sir,

REUNION GET TOGETHER EX WHITE HELMETS 2008 –
RICHMOND NOR TH YORKSHIRE

My name is Paul Engering , an ex member of the White Helmets
Display Team and I wondered if you could publish the attached
photograph.It was taken on 25 October last year at The Ship

LOST
COMMUNICA TIONS

REUNIONS

public house which was used by the Team in the 1970s and early
80s.  I organized the get together for some of my fellow ex-team
members who live in the north.  Fourteen ex-members arrived
with wives or partners giving us a grand total of 24 in all.

Yours…

254 OBA REUNION

The 2008 reunion was scheduled for the 9 – 12 October 2008 at
the usual venue, The Mickleover Court Hotel in Derby.  There was
an excellent turnout with 50 people arriving on the Thursday ,
joined by another 100 on Friday with a few stragglers tur ning up
for the Saturday dinner. Once again we had Gloria and Malcolm
Peplow from America, Evi and Tony Taylor from Germany and
Ann and Peter Kent from Spain with us for the weekend.  It is
amazing how quickly people take up conversations fr om where
they have left off the previous year and in no time at all, the
decibels are way off the scale.

With Thursday and Friday nights behind us, it was time for our
usual trip out. This year it was to the Tram Museum at Crich. Two
coach loads made the jour ney and a good day out was had by all
although I did hear that it was cold up in the hills of Derbyshir e
and people wished they had warmer coats.  Those who wanted
to ride the trams were given old pennies with which to pay the
fare, which took some of the lads back to travelling on the trams
to get to work in London Everyone was back in time for a snooze,
prior to getting r eady for the evenings activities, which kicked of f
with the usual champagne reception. The ladies all received an
orchid, this time a silk one and not the usual live specimen.
Margar et Severs assisted by George cut the celebratory cakes,
one featuring the Corps Badge and the other the 254 Logo.
Slices were handed round to all and sundry.

George then proposed the toast with a summary of our stay in
Catterick.  He ended by saying: “Catterick was a gr eat learning
curve which stood us in good stead for the r est of our lives. It
taught us among many other things, an outlook on life with an
understanding of social values, team spirit, and it gave us a
discerning eye as witnessed by the presence here tonight of such
a wonderful bunch of ladies - our wives. This evening r ecognises
the 60th anniversary of our leaving Catterick.  I am not going to
propose a toast to Catterick but what it meant to us that is a
place where we spent our formative years and forged such
marvellous friendships which are celebrated here tonight in the
form of our OBA.  So, with much pleasur e, I give you a toast to
the 254 Old Boys Association, The OBA!”

We then enjoyed an excellent dinner where the usual speeches
were delivered. David Aber crombie who took over fr om Peter
McNaughton , did an excellent job bringing a touch of humour to
a very serious subject, the passing on of comrades, whose
names he read out: Ken Wood , Margot Hawke , Arthur Robbins ,
Dennis Collingwood-Gittins , Peter Davies , John Dady , John
Venning , Muriel Barratt and Don Hazel . He also asked us to
remember those who for one reason or another had not been
able to attend this year. Toby Seymour , our Chairman, welcomed
all to the reunion and thanked all who have worked so har d to
make the OBA a viable organisation.  He told us of the generous
legacies left to our funds by Johnny V enning and Don Hazel
who died during the year. Toby then presented bouquets to our
attending widows, Auriell Busseil and Val Forster . During the
dinner, both Lillian Bower and Dinger Bell were taken ill. Dinger
was back with us the next mor ning but Lillian had to spend 4
days in hospital. She is OK now and no doubt looking forwar d to
OBA 2009. Toby was able to thank the young students who wer e
waiting on and presented them with the pr oceeds (£250) of the
collection taken at table.

The evening then was rounded off by entertainment provided by a
lady entertainer called Kelley G and very good she was. This
made a massive change to us usually having the Del Poulton
Band, who have now retired.  The evening finally came to a close
and once again it was time for bed and then Sunday mor ning
breakfast and dispersal. There were a few who remained for the
extra night not departing until the Monday mor ning.
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Regt in May after serving with the Irish Guards in Iraq last year,
has won the Army Marathon championships for the last 4 years.
He said he was delighted to have won the Kiwi Trophy. “As a race
it embodies everything that a moder n day soldier should be,” he
said, “Marching, marksmanship, obviously physical fitness and
foremost the mental stamina to carry on for the whole course.
It’s a lovely place to finish – by the chalk kiwi – because of the
view and all the associations it has with Remembrance week.  I
do feel quite proud to have won – I could have quite easily have
lost and become a bit of a laughing stock with the soldiers I train
to keep fit!”

Before the presentation Mr Leask laid a wreath at Tidworth
Military Cemetery to commemorate New Zealand soldiers who
died during the two world wars.  He also found the grave of one
of his relatives in the cemetery, Pte W D Poynter of the New
Zealand Canterbury Regt who died on 27 February 1918.
Following the outbr eak of the WW1, a number of hutted camps
were constructed at Bulfor d and by 1916 it became known as
ANZAC Camp.  During the Gallipoli Campaign many New Zealand
casualties were brought to England from the Dardanelles and the
camp became a centre for re-training casualties who wer e fit
enough and for training reinforcements for the New Zealand
Forces in France and Flanders.  It remained the chief New
Zealand training camp in England throughout the war. 

BENSON OLD BOYS (BOBS) 
244 SIG SQN 2009 REUNION

16 - 17 May 2009

We would like to hold it in the same hotel as last year but, that
will depend on the numbers attending. The final venue will be
confirmed by Mar ch 2009.  If you are an ex-member of 244 Sig

Sqn based at RAF Benson then you and your partner will be most
welcome at this function, indeed if you ar e in contact with any
other BOBs please inform them of the r eunion. The more the
merrier. Would all interested parties please contact either Larry

Little at lhollydene@aol.com or Jim Neil at
jim.neil1@btinternet.co.uk At the moment we are in contact

with about 50 ex-members, unfortunately they cannot all attend
and it would be r eally nice to see a few more old faces with the

emphasis on the old.

60s 16ers 2009 REUNION
16 – 19 OCTOBER 2009

Members of 16 Sig Regt who served in Germany during the
1960s will be holding their annual reunion on the weekend of 

16 – 19 October 2009.  This year it is to be held at the Norbr eck
Castle Hotel near Blackpool.  

The expected cost will be £149 per person for 3 nights or £119
for 2 nights.  The website for the 16ers is http://www .the-60s-

16ers.com.  If you are interested in attending the reunion and/or
joining the 60s16ers please contact one of the people below .

Bill White Chairman RWhi227@aol.com
Tony Teague Secretary apr.teague@ntlworld.com
Martin Boizet Treasurer mboizot@talktalk.net

We always have a wonderful time and it is great to catch up with
old friends again as well as making new ones.  We hope to see

you there.  

MISCELLANEOUS
STORIES

KIWI TROPHY WON IN RECORD TIME

The prestigious Kiwi Trophy has been won in record time this year
by, not surprisingly, the Army marathon champion, WO2 (QMSI)
Colin Paton of the Army Physical Training Corps.  He led a field
of over 150 soldiers from 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt who took part
in the gruelling annual run and shoot competition over Salisbury
Plain.

At 35, Colin also walked away with the award for the fastest male
entrant and the fastest veteran after completing the race in 2 hrs,
6 mins, and 27 secs. The Kiwi Trophy, one of the most historically
significant trophies in the British Army, is a 22km cross-country
race with competitors carrying a 12 kg kit bag and rifle. They start
at the chalk kiwi carved into the top of Bulfor d ridge and run a
circuit taking in Sidbury Hill and a river cr ossing before firing 10
rounds at a target on the firing range. Any rounds that miss the
target mean a 2 mins penalty.  At the end of the WW1, New
Zealand servicemen based at Bulford waiting to r eturn home cut
a huge 128m long kiwi and the letters ‘NZ’ into the chalk of
Bulford ridge. Today 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt at Bulford cleans
and maintains the giant emblem. The trophy was presented in
1981 by the New Zealand Army in recognition of the work
maintaining the Bulford Kiwi chalk carving. The New Zealand High
Commissioner, His Excellency Mr Der ek Leask , presented the
Kiwi Trophy to Colin as well the prize to the fastest female
contestant, Maj Ronnie W esterman , OC 206 Sig Sqn, who
completed the event in 3 hrs 20 mins. The Master of Signals, Lt
Gen Robert Baxter , presented prizes to the winning Sqn and the
fastest veteran.  Colin Paton , who joined 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig

Maj Ronnie Westerman, OC 206 Signal Squadron, wins as  the
fastest female contestant during the 2008 Kiwi Trophy

Winner of the Kiwi Trophy, WO2(QMSI) Colin Paton, sprints up
the Kiwi Hill to finish the gruelling 22km race
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ROYAL SIGNALS MARK 100 YEARS OF TA SERVICE

On Sunday 9 November 2008 representatives from Royal Signals
Territorial Army Units from all over the UK met at the National
Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire to mark 100 years of TA
comms.  Soldiers travelled from as far afield as Northern Ireland,
Scotland, Kent and the West country to join colleagues for the
event.  Royal Signals Col TA, Col John Crackett said: ‘Each
individual was there to represent whole HQs, Regts or Sqns –
bringing the message of thanks and r emembrance on behalf of
every TA unit.’ 

Over 40 people took part, including Deputy Comd 2 (NC) Sig
Bde, Col Mark Smith , Comd SGRS, Col Paul Wilmott and Lt
Col Chris Edwar ds from HQ 12 Sig Gp.  The Royal Signals
Association was well represented and the standard of the South
Staffordshire Branch was also on parade.  SVWO WO2 Bothwick
and a small team from 37 Sig Regt ensured the event ran
smoothly.  Many people had also brought relatives and friends
which made it a real Corps family event.

A short service of remembrance was held among the tr ees by
Padre Colin Butler of 22 Sig Regt.   “In 2008 we have been
marking the contribution of Territorial solders past and pr esent to
the defence of the nation.  Our ceremony brings the year to a
close by remembering members of the TA who have laid down
their lives during a century of conflict,” said Padre Colin .

After a bugler sounded ‘Last Post’ and a 2 minute silence,
wreaths were laid at the Royal Signals Memorial in the Arboretum,
including one for the TA by Col Crackett , and one for the Royal
Signals by Sig Chapman of 39 Sig Regt.   Heavy rain throughout
the service left all the soldiers soaked to the skin but did not
dampen their spirits: “It’ s nothing compar ed to what those we ar e
remembering suffered” said one young signaller.

A NEW MAGAZINE FOR ROYAL NEW ZEALAND SIGNALS

On Monday 1 December 2008, a new quarterly magazine for
Royal New Zealand Signals was launched.  The magazine is
entitled The Conche, recognising the fact that a conche shell was
traditionally used as a signalling device by Maori warriors. The
new magazine bears a certain resemblance to The Wire and with
good reason; its Editor is Bernard Redshaw , the former Editor of
The Wire.

Having decided on a similar set of aims to those of The Wire,
Bernard will draw on the experience he gained during his 5 years
with that publication.  Alr eady, he has started visiting RNZ Sigs
units. On Monday 17 November, he was at Burnham Camp (in
NZ’s South Island) for the visit of HRH The Princess Royal and
on Monday 1 December, he was at Linton Camp (in NZ’s North
Island) for the Formation Parade of 1 NZ Sig Regt. In his briefing
for HRH The Princess Royal , CO 1 NZ Sig Regt, Lt Col Kent
Collar d, expressed an intention to re-establish the links that used
to exist between RNZ Sigs and Royal Signals. Already there have
been a series of Ex LONG LOOK exchanges between 3 NZ Sig
Sqn and 14 Sig Regt (EW), the first of which was suggested by
Bernard when he visited NZ in 2002.  Readers of The Wire are
likely to hear more from their Kiwi brothers and sisters in the
future.

LOCAL HEROES - by Cpl Ben Grant

“Crated”.  Those wer e the words from the lads at work when I
found out my face was to be all over Aber deen as part of the new
‘Local Heroes’ recruiting campaign.  Ross , a Royal Engineer, and
I had been selected from the Tech/Log ART to represent the
Technical Corps across Scotland, focusing pr edominately on the
areas where we grew up.  Much to the jealousy of other AR T
personnel, we boasted the best looking team members and wer e
picked for this campaign which was to include outdoor
advertising, printed publications and a radio advert.

Vicky Hayes , the project manager at Golley Slater, the media
company contracted by the Army to deal with Advertising/PR,
called and was delighted that we had agr eed to run with this
campaign, because contrary to popular belief, squaddies do not
like being in the limelight and shy away from anything that may
cause them to dig deep into their pockets in or der to buy lager!  

A few days later I had a 20 minute telephone interview with a
journalist.  He started off by asking all about my backgr ound,
where I came from, what I did befor e I joined the Army, why I
joined, where I want my career to go and so on.  I was asked
about my proudest moments and achievements, the
qualifications I had gained, hobbies and the highlights of my
career.  From this interview he prepared an array of quotes from
me to be used for the campaign. 

Next was the photo shoot.  The photos wer e to be used on
billboards, the sides of buses, newspapers, magazine advertising
and recruiting publications.  W e travelled down to Redfor d
Barracks in Edinburgh and I was a little nervous, especially not
knowing what to expect.  W e were told to bring civilian clothes,
some military kit in the form of helmets/webbing; any “Gucci” kit
such as Bowman would be pr ovided for me. 

On arrival we met the other guys who had also been picked to
front the ‘Local Heroes’ campaign, 2 Royal Regiment of Scotland
soldiers and 2 Scots Guards.  3 Rifles who are based at Redford
Barracks had spent hours setting up a Bde HQ and comms det
specifically for the photo shoot but unfortunately due to the
strong wind and lack of light, we ended up not using it.  Instead
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they drove an FFR into the hanger, gave us a couple of SA80s,
Bowman headsets and some camcr eam.  We spent the next few
hours having lots photographer taken in many dif ferent frames.
At the time you would never have thought that the pictur es would
come out well but with a decent camera and those powerful
flashes under umbrellas, they came out fantastic.  

The final phase of the campaign was to record a 30 second radio
advert to be broadcast on the stations local to my home ar ea.  I
had been emailed the scripts befor ehand to read, check and
familiarise myself with.  These scripts were put together from the
initial telephone interview and prepared by a professional in the
marketing business.  They used a recording studio in Edinburgh
as a base and had a direct ISDN link to London wher e the project
co-ordinators were based.  This meant I could speak into a
microphone in Edinburgh and someone would be r ecording it
hundreds of miles away.  

My script was focused on my 2006 tour to Afghanistan.  It
worked well because we carried out humanitarian aid out ther e
and this made good pr ess.  I donned the headphones, cleared
my throat and read the script clearly into the micr ophone, many,
many times!  There were conflicting sentences which didn’ t
sound quite right so they wer e altered and tweaked.  In the end, I
suggested a change to the punctuation, they loved it and we ran
with it.  However, I won’t be giving up my day job!

On 24 March 08, the campaign went live but I had for gotten all
about it until my mobile phone went mad.  My mates fr om back
home were sending non-stop texts, pictur e messages and
recordings of the radio advert.  My family hear d me on the radio
most mornings and it was a shock to see my face all over the bus
shelters.  A5 booklets were printed with all our faces and quotes
to be handed out in AFCOs and at recruiting events.  A little
embarrassing at first, but you get used it once the stick fr om your
colleagues wears off!

THE MIKE DEELEY/JIM BROWN STOR Y 1952 – 2008

Do you remember when we were soldiers? (Apologies to Rolf
Harris CBE.) This story began on 15th September 1952 at
Canterbury, Kent when James (Jim) Br own enlisted into Royal
Signals on a 3 year Regular Engagement with the Colours, to be
followed by 5 years on the Reserve. Michael (Mike) Deeley
enlisted at the War Office, Whitehall also in September 1952,
followed by basic training at 5 Sqn, 7 T raining Regt, Somme
Lines, Catterick Camp in January 1953, with instructor Sgt
Mitchell . 

Sig JR Br own commenced 4 weeks basic training (31/137 Tp)
also at 5 Sqn, 7 Training Regt, Somme Lines, Catterick Camp in
October 1952 under the guidance of instructors, Sgt Hogan and
twin Cpls O’Brien , immediately followed by a further 10 weeks
training (145A Potential Officers Course, Royal Signals) at Gaza
Lines, Catterick Camp, under the guidance of instructor Sgt
Heacock . While waiting to attend a War Office Selection Board at
Barton Stacey, Wiltshire, he was selected to commence trade
training as an Operator Wireless and Line (OWL BIII) at 3 Training
Regt, Bourlon Lines, Catterick Camp, at a similar time as Sigs
Mike Deeley , Peter (Pete) Br own , Terry Gittens , Ray Brooks ,
Bill Harmsworth , Fred Hall and many others commenced their
trade training. They remember the CO at the time was Lt Col WC
Burke , the RSM was WO 1 Knight , and their Sqn Comd was Maj
Ken Br own , who drove a blue Allard sports car. The SSM was
WO2 Latimer . Mike and Jim recall that during their time at 3
Training Regt they took part along with many others in an
amateur stage play entitled ‘The Red Tape Rebels’, produced and
directed by Doug Hawkes , a fellow Signaller. The Show was
proudly presented by Bourlon Cpls Club and was staged on 17th
December 1953 under the auspices of Maj Underwood Royal
Australian Signals and RSM Knight .  

On completion of trade training, 3 of us wer e promoted to local
acting LCpls and retained on the permanent staf f as instructors in
Morse sending and receiving skills, telephony and telegraphy
procedure or in ‘Schemes Tp.’  Since 1953, no contact had been
made between these Royal Signallers for 55 years until August
2008 when Mike Deeley , living in Toronto, Canada, was browsing
the Royal Corps of Signals web pages:
www2.army.mod.uk/royalsignals/rsa/index.htm ‘Lost Contact’ ,
and came across an entry made by Jim Br own in February 2008
looking for the whereabouts of LCpl Peter (Pete) Br own ! 

After an exchange of e-mails, there appeared to be an amazing
similarity between the careers and lives of Mike Deeley and Jim
Brown : Both were posted to Kor ea via Japan Reinforcement
Base Depot (JRBD) at Kure, Japan; Mike Deeley was posted
initially with 29 Bde near Teal Bridge on the Imjin River, south of
the 38th Parallel. His buddies were Cpl Tom Hicks , Danny
Danvers , George (Jock) Lonsdale and Allan (Skip) Skipper . His
Tp Comd was Lt Topple .  He was later appointed as personal
radio operator to the Comd 1st Commonwealth Div until he
returned to the UK in late 1954.

Jim Br own served with Intelligence School No 9, a Combined
Services unit, located north of the capital, Seoul. The Royal
Signals Sect comprised Sgt Arthur , Cpls (Jonny) Johnston ,
Parrott , Williams , Buckley and Sigs (Ginger) W alsh , Don Ward
and Paddy Forster . The OC of the Signals Sect was Capt Denis
Watson Royal Signals. After demobilisation, Mike Deeley worked
for a while in the Marketing Department of Siemens Electric in the
City of London but in 1956 was r ecalled as a reservist at the time
of the Suez crisis, first serving in Malta and then with RA Units
protecting airfields at Nicosia and Lar naca, Cyprus, before Cpl
Mike returned to the UK in early 1957 and was demobbed again.

On return to the UK, Jim Br own extended his Regular
engagement from 3 to 12 years with the Colours and was posted
to BAOR, serving initially with 5 (AGRA) Sig Sqn at Oldenburg,
where he was promoted to substantive Sgt in 1956 at 22 years of
age. The OC was Maj Nicholson and the Sqn subalterns Lt
Gerry Cor den and Lt Peter Goldney . The SSM was WO2 Pat
Lafferty .
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Jim Br own was later posted to 2 Inf Div Sig Regt at Hilden,
Dusseldorf as Tp Sgt ‘H’ Tp , but after a BAOR r eorganisation,
was posted to 2 Div Sig Regt at Bunde, near Herfor d, as Tp Sgt
‘A’ Tp. His OC was Maj Brindley . In October 1958, Mike Deeley
married his wife, Mary from Killercullen, near Limerick, Ireland
and raised 2 sons before emigrating to Montr eal, Canada in 1966,
where a 3rd son was bor n. In 1982 the family moved to Toronto,
Ontario, where he had a career in the medical diagnostic imaging
field (CT & MRI scanners), before retiring in 2004. The family still
live in Toronto with their 2 grandchildr en.  Mike and Mary
celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary in October 2008.

On 6th September1958, Jim married his wife, Catherine from
Carntyne, Glasgow and moved to Belfast wher e their 2 children
were born. On termination of a 12 year engagement with the
Colours in 1964, he took up an engineering post with the
Electricity Supply Industry , initially at HQ EBNI in Belfast, but later
at NIES Area HQ at Omagh, Co. Tyrone, where he worked until
his retirement in 1993. Jim and Catherine celebrated their
Golden Wedding anniversary in September 2008. Since 1958,
Jim Br own has been associated with the TA, first as Sgt PSI with
107(U) Ind Inf Bde Sig Sqn (TA) at Victoria Barracks, Belfast,
which later becoming 302 (U) Sig Sqn (TA) but after a short time
as an instructor at the School of Signals, Radio Gr oup, Catterick
in 1961/62, Jim returned to Belfast when 66 (U) Sig Regt (TA) was
formed at Clonaver Park, to became their first Sgt PSI with other
Permanent Staff at the time  consisting of WO1(RSM) Tommy
Jones (Ex White Helmets Display Team) and WO2(RQMS)
Dougie Ear nshaw . The first CO was Lt Col Jim Pear cey.

Jim was commissioned Capt (Tfc Of ficer) in 1964, and when 40
(U) Sig Regt TAVR was formed in 1967, he commanded 85 (U) Sig
Sqn at Lurgan, Co. Armagh, before becoming 21C from 1975 –
1980. He retired in 1980 following Ex Crusader . Lt Col Jim
Brown TD served a total of 28 years and has been a life member
of the Royal Signals Association since 1952. Any Royal Signaller,
past or present, who wants to try and contact an old friend is
encouraged to use the free service that is available on the Royal
Corps of Signals website:
www2.army.mod.uk/royalsignals/rsa/index.htm ‘Lost Contact’ or
‘Find by Postings’ 

Michael Deeley : michael.deeley@sympatico.ca
James Br own : jimbrown08@tiscali.co.uk

that his training there provided a firm foundation for his
successful and rewarding career. He will not be giving up his
current post as SO2 J6 at HQ 15 Bde at York as he has
‘managed’ to write the job into a civilian position, which he will be
taking up on his 60th birthday on l0th December 2008.

Historic details of the Junior Leaders Regiment can be found at
www.denurXiuniorleaders.com

LAST SERVING DENBURY JUNIOR LEADER

The last serving ‘Denbury Boy’ retires from Regular Service from
the Corps after over 44 years. Maj Jim Harris finally retires from
the Corps on 9th December 2008 after 44 years, 7 months and 4
days service. 

Jim enlisted into the Corps on 5th May 1964 as 23998828 Jr Sig
Harris and after recruit training, joined Romulus Tp and when
that was disbanded, moved to Beaufighter Tp for his r emaining
days at Denbury. He ‘graduated’ to adult service in September
1966 as a Lineman and still at the tender age of 17, attended ‘P’
Company and a posting 216 Sig Sqn wher e he remained for the
next 6 years. After postings to BAOR, which included 16 and 13
Sig Regts and a tour with the TA in the UK, Jim was selected for
commissioning at RMA Sandhurst in 1979.  His first
commissioned post was with 7 Field For ce in Colchester and
subsequent postings included a r eturn to several units in BAOR,
an independent command in London, Belize, the Far East, an
SO3 post with SF and he briefly commanded 1 Div Sig Regt in
Bosnia when he was its 2IC in the late 90s. He was able to go
back to his ‘Junior’ r oots – so to speak – when he commanded
the Junior Sqn at Catterick in 1985 after the disbandment of the
Junior (26th) Regt.

There have been many ‘interesting’ moments in Jim’ s career and
some of the highlights have encompassed ‘Royal’ duties in
London and dining with HRH Prince Charles , still parachuting
with SF at the age of 44 and in 1995, being selected to r epresent
the Corps on an exchange with the Royal Malaysian Corps of
Signals. Jim has fond memories of his Denbury days and he says

To mark Jim’s retirement, Mr John Topping pr esents him with a
Denbury Junior Leaders tie with Maj (Retd) Bob Etherton wearing

an original regimental tie looking on

From Cal Hewitt
MPGS
BGSU

Blandford Camp
Dear Sir

BATH HALF MARATHON SPONSORSHIP

Cal Hewitt , Chris Deary and  Norrie Cr ook accumulated Service
in the Royal Corps of Signals amounts to a staggering 85 years.
We are all still serving in the Military Provost Guard Service and
where else would we be but Blandfor d Camp.

As a result of an evening out all 3 of us decided to do something
for a charity and stupidly enough we came up with the idea of
running the Bath Half Marathon on the 15th Mar ch 2009 in aid of
the Weldmar Hospicecare Trust.  Our aim is to raise £1500.

We would like to thank all the military and civilians at Blandfor d
Camp for their donations so far but if by any chance anyone who
is still breathing knows any of the above for good or bad
memories, or anyone else who is prepared to sponsor our ef fort
would like to donate for this worthy cause, the website addr ess
for donations is www.justgiving.com/calvinhewitt .  

Yours…

I SPY - by Tony Levy

After 3 very eventful years at Hounslow Barracks in west London,
the powers that be decided that I should now be thr own into the
real world of the Cold War, field exercises and the chance to
partake in WW3. I arrived in January 1976 at BFPO 32, better
known as 1 Div HQ & Sig Regt, later to become armoured. Full of
trepidation and foreboding, I presented myself in front of my new
Sqn Comd, hoping to slot in with the lads in the generator bay
and resume my trade as an electrician.  It was not to be, my first
duties were with the Regimental Police and to my horr or it was to
last for 6 months.  I was told that this was the system for all new
arrivals.

Kitted out with my No 1 forage hat with white cover (courtesy of
the RAF Police from Bruggen) shiny boots, pressed ‘hairy Mary’
shirt, white regimental plastic belt and best barrack tr ousers and
the insignia of my office, an arm band, with RP in red on black, I
started my unpopular duties – all thoughts of my trade now
forgotten for the for eseeable future. As the new kid on the block, I
was an unknown quantity and was viewed with gr eat suspicion
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join us for this and the many other activities we of fer.  Further
details from: WRAC Association, AGC Centre, Worthy Down
Winchester S021 2RG www.wracassociationagooglemail.com

Yours…

CORRESPONDENCE

From: Mrs AMK Schofield (Formerly Capt WRAC)
5 Middle Avenue
Farnham 
GU9 8JL

Dear Sir

I am a life member of the RSA and a member of the Council of
the WRAC Association.  Our Vice President has tasked me with
asking for assistance from those arms and services with which
former members of the ATS and WRAC served.  The aim is to
make contact with as many former service women as we can
through their magazines.  The RSA has been outstanding in the
welcome it of fers to former WRAC signallers and specifically the
Aldershot branch of the RSA, to which I belong, has of fered
associate membership to those WRAC who had worked in other
trades.  However, there are many former servicewomen whom we
are unable to find because our own Association’ s records do not
include non-members who left the service befor e the disbanding
of the WRAC who if they did not r e-badge, do not appear in any
regiment’s records.  

From 20 to 23 March 2009, the WRAC Association will celebrate,
at their Grand Reunion in Blackpool, the 90th anniversary of its
founding and the 60th anniversary of the formation of the WRAC
as a Corps of the Regular Army.  We would like this to be an
event in which all former WRAC can participate, so may we ask
via The Wire:  Did you marry into the WRAC? If the answer is yes,
please tell your wife about this celebration.  W e welcome her to

Former WRAC signallers at the Grand Reunion in 2006 with ATS 
‘Y’ Service operators from WW2

From: Greg Tyler (gtyler@wsgfl.org)

I left the Royal Signals in 1993 following nearly 15 years service.
During that time, many of the units I served in helped to support
many charities with fund raising.  I am now a Parent Governor at
Manor Green Primary School, a special needs school in Crawley
Sussex, which caters for childr en with profound, multiple lear ning,
emotional behaviour dif ficulties, severe and moderate learning
difficulties, visual, hearing and speech impairments.   Many of our
children also have physical disabilities. We are desperately trying
to raise £20,000 for a new ‘Light & Sound’ r oom to help those
children with complex lear ning difficulties to have creative and
interactive experiences. Are there any Royal Signals units that
would be willing to support us in helping to raise this money? W e
are a registered charity No: 1015188 and the school web site is
www.manorgreenprimary.w-sussex.sch.uk/ .  I can be contacted
on 01293 527708/07990520526 e-mail gtyler@wsgfl.org or
contact the school dir ect on 01293 526873

Thank you in advance for your help…

From: Mrs M Hope
Wood End, 72 Norton Wood
Forrest Green, Naitsworth
Gloucestershire.  GL6 0HG

Dear Sir

I am looking for any information on the war service of my late
husband Edwin Frault Hope .  Like my father and my brother, he
spoke very little about ‘his war’.  Though married to him for 55
years, I only heard little snippets of his life in the Royal Corps of
Signals.  A few words seemed to get mentioned thr ough our life
together, but nothing was joined up – as it wer e. Llanduno –
Catterick – the Med – Alexandria – Haifa – Crete – German
Parachutists – Cattle truck – Germany for 4 years – Eventually
flown home by Americans, as he had pleurisy. I feel sure that
there is a story written somewhere about Frault and his fellow
Commandos.  I still have his Green Beret.  He also said that all
their equipment had been left behind at Alexandria – so they wer e
helpless on Crete. I hope someone can help me find out mor e or
suggest reading matter about all this that I could obtain.

Yours sincerely…

by all. So for the next few weeks, I plodded r ound the camp in a
never-ending spiral of bor edom.  As the months wor e on, I got to
know who were our most frequent customers to r eside in the
cellblock, they tur ned up with chilling fr equency on Monday
mornings, escorted by the duty guar d to serve their sentence,
normally for going large a bit, downtown.

And so the weeks turned into months, same old r outine, same
old faces. Out and about, doing my thing on patr ol, armed with
nothing more than a pick-helve.  Coming around the back of the
guardroom, I looked across to the Starnet tower, our 300 ft
comms link with the outside world.  At its base stood the cabin
housing the automatic electr onic gubbins, normally locked – but
now its door was open. I very cautiously appr oached and saw a
civilian suited man taking flash photos.  Now , even I knew this
was a no-no.  A quick message on my walky-talky and within
seconds the RSM and the lads appeared, armed to the teeth, and
chummy was taken away to be questioned. The situation in W est
Germany in the 70s was tense, the Russians with their Warsaw
Pact Allies were sabre rattling, fifth columnists wer e everywhere
and the Beider Meinhof gang were very active and now I had
done my bit, by catching a spy!

Weeks later, coming to the end of my stint as Regimental plod, I
was stopped by the Pr ovost Sgt. 

“Signalman Levy, you are incorrectly dressed, report to the RSM.” 

And with much shouting and stamping of feet, I found myself
standing rigidly to attention, in fr ont of the old man, Lt Col Paul
Davis .

“You are incorrectly dressed……put these on, congratulations
LCpl Levy.” 

And he handed me a set of stripes, I like to think that catching
the chap taking illicit photos ear ned me my first promotion; it
certainly wasn’t my soldiering skills. I went on to bigger and
better things in my Army car eer but nothing compar es to the buzz
and feeling of total satisfaction of your first pr omotion. Happy
days!

Dear Sir,

CORPS HANDOVER-TAKEOVER OF DEFENCE ATTACHÉ
APPOINTMENT IN SARAJEVO

The Corps has relatively few officers serving as Attachés, so for a
Royal Signals Officer to handover such an appointment to
another member of the Corps, is a rare occasion.  But this
happened in Sarajevo on 14th November 2008, when Lt Col
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ADVERTISEMENT

ELECTRONIC COUNTER MEASURE (FORCE PROTECTION)
SQUADRON

FORMERLY KNOWN AS ROMEO TROOP

RENAMING PARADE 21st FEBRUARY 2009

To formalise the renaming of ECM (FP) Sqn to 225 (ECM) Sqn, a
parade will take place on Saturday 21st February 2009 

at Thiepval Barracks, Lisburn.

Civilians, families, friends and all past members of the Sqn ar e
welcome to attend.

The Point of Contact is: SSgt Brian McLean
Tel: 02892263590, Email: 10SR-ECMFP-SQMS@mod.uk

Roger Batho , on completion of his 3 year tour in the British
Embassy in Sarajevo, handed over the Defence Attaché
appointment to Lt Col Stephen Cr oft . Roger Batho was the first
resident UK Attaché to be appointed in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

HMA Sarajevo Michael Tatham with Lt Col Stephen Croft and Lt
Col Roger Batho on changeover of Defence Attaché.

From Mr John C Williamson 
jw010f4691@blueyonder.co.uk
17 Thrush Avenue, Buckhaven
Leven, Fife
KY8 1HE

Dear Sir,

I am looking for photographs taken of myself or other tr oop
personnel during my time serving with 7 Tp.  I joined the service
at Burnley Recruitment Office on 7th September 1971.  I then
went on to Sutton Coldfield fr om 13th to 16th September and
then transferred to 11 Sig Regt from 17th September to l0th
December 1971.  During this time I went thr ough Basic Training
and Passing-Off as the Best Recruit, an award I still have great
pride in achieving.   Sadly I have lost any photographs that I had
of my time with a gr eat bunch of lads. I was medically dischar ged
and my service with the Corps ended while on sick leave fr om
11th December 1971 to 11th January 1972.  However maybe
someone out there can assist in my request.

Yours…

The appointment was established in 2005 when the ratification of
a State level MOD and the unification of Bosnian Armed Forces
allowed a normal defence relationship with the UK.  In addition to
the standard representational and advisory tasks that Attachés
undertake, the job in Sarajevo largely involves assisting Bosnia
and Herzegovina to develop professional Armed Forces
controlled by a NATO orientated MOD. Having been the Military
and Naval Attaché in Warsaw from 2003 to 2006, Stephen
together with his wife Jean , are no strangers to the diplomatic
scene.  Prior to his appointment in Sarajevo, Stephen served as
the Senior Military Assistant to the MONUC For ce Commander in
the DRC.  The Balkans holds a fascination for many who served
there. This is particularly the case for Roger and Liz Batho who
will remain in the region and are currently making their home in
Montenegro. 

Yours...



DCCIS SCHOOLS REGISTER AS MICROSOFT ACADEMIES

On Monday 12 January 2009, DCCIS HQ was delighted to host a visit by the General Manager of Micr osoft Learning, Mr Lutz Ziob to
mark the registration of The Royal School of Signals (RSS) and the Royal Navy CIS Training Unit (CISTU) located at HMS Collingwood as
Microsoft academies, joining No 1 Radio School at RAF Cosfor d, which registered in 2006.  

Academy membership will enable trainees and instructors at RSS and CISTU to take advantage of the extensive range of Micr osoft
learning and technical resources during and after training while at DCCIS and remotely over the net.  In particular RSS is working towar ds
all students of the new Communications Systems Engineer Class One Course, which starts this Spring, being able to graduate as Micr osoft
Certified System Engineers.  But there will be wider benefits to DCCIS trained CIS pr ofessionals across all three Services, both on ops and
in their work in the front line more generally.  

This migration to Micr osoft training will include the qualification of instructors as Micr osoft Certified Professionals; DCCIS is working now to
achieve this.  The schools will also be registered as Microsoft examination centr es, so that students will be able to take the Micr osoft
exams locally.  

Microsoft certificates will join the long list of commer cial and academic qualifications available as a result of Phase 2 and 3 training
(including Command, Leadership and Management training) and thr ough work experience to Royal Signals soldiers.  This keeps our
training current as well as generating recognizable, transferable skills at the end of a soldier’ s service.

Mr Ziob said how delighted he was to be in at the start of this endeavour and took time to explain to a packed Princess Mary Hall the
benefits of Academy Membership.  While ther e are already some 6,000 registered Academies worldwide, DCCIS was one of the first that
provided technical, academic and vocational training at many levels and pr ovided a truly national facility . 

General Manager Microsoft Learning, Mr Lutz Ziob, presents a plaque to Comdt DCCIS, Brig Tim Watts, to mark the registration of DCCIS
Schools as Microsoft Academies




