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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE MASTER OF SIGNALS

LIEUTENANT GENERAL ROBERT BAXTER CBE

In my day job of looking after health matters for Defence, | fully understand just what
a hard year it has been for the British Army. The support of the public and notably
our retired comrades has been heartwarming and deeply appr eciated. When you get
the opportunity to say thank you for this support please do so.

Our fellow signallers in the TA have taken a pretty severe beating and have
demonstrated impr essive resilience and adaptability. Again this year our regular and
reserve, men and women, perform their complex, sometimes danger ous, and usually
untrumpeted tasks with a determination and pr ofessional approval that | find
humbling.

Many challenges await us all in the New Year but | know that our Signal Officer in
Chief and his team have charted a clear course though the turbulent waters. | look
to you all in joining me in giving our unreserved support.

| remain, as always, deeply proud of you all. All very best wishes for Christmas and
the New Year from Gwynedd and myself to you, your families and loved ones.

Sure and Swift.

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE SIGNAL OFFICER IN CHIEF (ARMY)

BRIGADIER TED FLINT

IThese are times of great challenge and change; indeed, to be frank, they are in many ways difficult times. As | travel around the Corps,
however, | am struck by how well you all are doing and how the Corps’ r eputation
continues to grow. Recent developments in warfare and technology have created an
unprecedented demand for our cheerful, confident, skilful, brave and tough men and
women. | am immensely proud of the way in which you all rise to meet every new
challenge.

To those of you who are serving in the troops, squadrons and regiments of the Field
Army and Special Forces: | commend you for over coming hardship, adversity and
danger to get the message through wherever and whenever it is needed, or to
intercept the enemy’s communications, or to defeat his mur derous bombs. To our
Territorial Army soldiers and officers: this has been a difficult year for you, and |
congratulate you on your resilience and your continued loyalty which | know has been
sorely tested. Please know that we value you, we need you and we are far the richer
for what you bring to the Corps. T o those of you who are serving in the acquisition
organisation, in Whitehall or in headquarters, | pass on the thanks and appr eciation of
our field soldiers for the work that you do on their behalf. Y our work is immensely
important and you can take considerable pride in the fact that you continue to deliver
the goods despite labouring under enormous pr essures of finance, manpower and
time. To those of you serving in the training and recruiting organisations | congratulate
you on the fantastic work that you do. Everywher e | go | hear about the terrific quality
of the people that emerge from our training establishments. That is down to you, and
you should take deep pride in a job well done. Thank you too to our many civilian
colleagues, whether in the Civil Service or industry — we could not do what we do
without your dedication and commitment.

Turning to the retired Corps, on whose shoulders we stand, | know that | speak for the whole of the serving Corps when | thank you for
your continued loyalty, interest and support. Finally, and most importantly of all, to our families: you ar e the unsung heroes and
heroines of our great Corps Family. | cannot begin to thank you warmly enough for your patience, support and love.

| wish you all, wherever you might be, a very Merry Christmas and the happiest New Y ear.

Certa Cito!
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INFORMATION

CREATION OF THE CAREER EMPLOYMENT GROUP

INTRODUCTION 0 Legacy Trade Courses . The final Technical Supply
Specialist Class 1 course will start on 25 January 10 and the
The Regular Army Driver Lineman and Technical Supply Specialist final Driver Linemen Class 1 course will start on 1 March 10.
trades combined on 14 September 09 to form the Driver Lineman
Storeman (Dvr Lmn Stmn) trade. This trade will not be 0 R SIGNALS Stor es Accountant Pr e-Employment T raining
implemented into the Territorial Army and is subject to a separate (PET). The Stores PET will last 4 weeks and will provide
review. conversion training for those without any pr evious formal
stores training. Additionally, the PET is a pre-requirement
This article summarises the key characteristics of the Dvr Lmn for attendance on the Dvr Lmn Stmn Class 1 course, for all
Stmn trade, outlines how the trades will combine and explains except legacy Technical Supply Specialists.
the interim training solution. Full details are covered in the
Implementation Order issued by HQ SOInC(A) in September 09 o Driver Training. Specialist driver training will be deliver ed
on an as required basis.
TRAINING
o Entrance Standar ds. The Dvr Lmn Stmn Class 1 course
Training will take place as follows: will have mandatory entrance standards. A candidate must
have accumulated a minimum of 2 years field service as a
o Class 3 Course . The Class 3 course will involve 19 Class 2 and have completed the Class 1 Part 1 workbook
weeks training: 7 weeks spent at DCCIS and 5 weeks at prior to attending the course.
the Defence School of Transport (DST), Leconfield. The
first Class 3 course started on 14 September 09. ACCREDITATION
o Class 1 Course . The Class 1 course is planned to last 9 The Dvr Lmn Stmn Class 3 course has been mapped to enable
weeks with 6 weeks at DCCIS and 3 weeks at DST. In an apprenticeship to be completed at Level 2 in Driving Goods
addition, some individuals may need to attend a 4 week Vehicles. There will also be an opportunity for soldiers to acquir e
Pre-Employment Training Course (see below). The first a 2nd NVQ qualification at Level 3 in Carrying & Delivering Goods
Class 1 Course is programmed to start in April 10. or Warehousing, dependent on the employment of the individual
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at that time. Successful completion of the R SIGNALS Stor es
Accountant PET course will gain the individual a City & Guilds
5391-01 Technical Storekeeping Part 1 qualification.

PAY

In line with the Driver Lineman and Technical Supply Specialist
trades, the new trade will be Low Range for pay. This will be
reassessed under the current review of R SIGNALS support
trades.

CAREER PROFILE

The Dvr Lmn Stmn career profile is shown below. All Dvr Lmn
Stmn leaving Class 3 training from 14 September 09 will be
required to complete at least one posting within the stor es
environment within their first 3 postings. This could be their first
posting. This will not be achievable for all legacy Driver Linemen
but Royal Signals Wing at APC Glasgow will actively post legacy
Driver Linemen into the stores environment. Attendance on the R
SIGNALS Stores PET prior to taking up the appointment will
ensure they are appropriately trained.

SUPERVISORY ROSTER

The Dvr Lmn Stmn trade will not include a supervisory
appointment. Soldiers will continue to compete on the
Regimental Duties (RD) oster as was the case for both the Driver
Lineman and Technical Supply Specialist trades.

IMPLEMENTATION

On 14 September 09 the legacy trade groups (Driver Linemen and
Technical Supply Specialist) ceased to exist and all personnel are
now known as Dvr Lmn Stmn. However, in the short term there
will be a system of ‘trade tracking’ in place to ensur e that soldiers
with the most relevant skill sets are assigned to the correct posts.
These trade tracking names will be for administrative purposes
only.

A full explanation has been given in the G1 Implementation Order
but the trade tracking can be summarised as follows:

o Dvr Lmn Stmn (must fulfil one of the following criteria):

e Those that have completed the new Dvr Lmn Stmn
Class 3 course.

¢ Those that have completed both legacy Class 3
courses.

¢ On completion of the new Dvr Lmn Stmn Class 1
Course.

0 DvrLmn Stmn (D) :

» Legacy Driver Linemen who have not yet attended
formal stores training.

0 DvrLmn Stmn (S) :

» Legacy Technical Supply Specialist who has not
completed formal Dvr Lmn training.

Individuals who have conducted formal Class 1 or 3 training in
both trades will be awar ded the Dvr Lmn Stmn competence (with
no D or S suffix) in the highest class they have achieved. For
example:

o Sgt X attained Class 1 status as a Technical Supply
Specialist then retraded to Dvr Lmn. Having been awarded
the Class 3 Dvr Lmn and Class 1 Technical Supply
Specialist competence Sgt X can now be awar ded Class 1
Dvr Lmn Stmn (no D or S suffix).

0 CplY attained Class 2 status as a Dvr Lmn then retraded to
Technical Supply Specialist. Having been awarded the
Class 3 Technical Supply Specialist and Class 2 Dvr Lmn
competence Cpl Y can now be awar ded Class 2 Dvr Lmn
Stmn (no D or S suffix). Cpl Y does not need to attend the
Stores PET prior to the Dvr Lmn Stmn Class 1 course,
however, he/she may attend on the recommendation of the
QM/MTO if vacancies exist.

0 Cpl Z attained Class 1 status as a Dvr Lmn then attended
the Technical Supply Specialist Class 3 course. Having
been awarded the Class 3 Technical Supply Specialist and
Class 1 Dvr Lmn competence Cpl Z can now be awar ded
Class 1 Dvr Lmn Stmn competence (no D or S suffix). Cpl
Z does not need to attend the Driver Lineman Stor eman
Class 1 course.

Units will be made aware of the requirement to amend soldiers’
records to show the new JP A competency when it becomes
available. It is unlikely that this will be before February 10 due to
wider Army JPA Competency issues.

FURTHER INFORMATION

There is a Dvr Lmn Stmn webpage on the HQ SOInC(A) intranet
site which can be accessed thr ough the following link:

http://www .hgsoinc.dii.r.mil.uk/cos/od/odindex.html . All enquiries
concerning this initiative should be dir ected to Capt WP Taylor,
SO3 0O&D (94371 5435) orWO1(YofS) Monger , TDT (94371
5771).

MOVEMENTS

Name and Rank Unit to which posted

AUGUST 2009

A/Maj PRG Tonks ... CAST(N)

Capt MABrown . DHU - A Coy

Capt MC Claxton ... Air 22 Gp - GT
SEPTEMBER 2009

Maj BL Psailla ... RSS

Capt MG HIll 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt

Capt MD Holloway
Capt PJG Wilson

............ 14 Sig Regt (EW)
............ HQ SOInC(A) RHQ

OCTOBER 2009
Maj CR Anderson
Capt AR Barker
Capt GJ Clarke
Capt J Cor ns

............ Maternity Leave
............ 30 Sig Regt HQ Sgn
............ Temp. DCMT DTG Cse
............ ATC (P) 2 Regt
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Name and Rank Unit to which posted
Capt AK Curtis
Capt RB Foster
Capt ML Gray
Capt CM Hill

Capt JA Kitson
Capt IG Thompson

............ 30 Sig Regt - 256 Sig Sgn
............... DGHR & CS - DBRDSAS
............ 30 Sig Regt - 256 Sig Sgn
............ HQ 29 EOD & Search Gp
............ 36 Sig Regt (V) RHQ
............ 38 Sig Regt (V) RHQ

LtLABell ART16A - Chilwell

Lt TP Graham ... 10 Sig Regt - 251 Sqgn
LtCB Healey ... ATR (W)

LtARKely 10 Sig Regt - 225 Sgn
Lt PE Marsden ... 10 Sig Regt - 241 Sgn
Lt NA Nichols ... 261 Sig Sgn HQ

LtLG Willmore 11 Sig Regt, DCCIS

NOVEMBER 2009

Lt Col NB Cullen ... CSD, DCCIS




Name and Rank Unit to which posted
Lt Col CD McGr ory

Lt Col MA W right-Jones
A/Lt Col MC Br ookes
Capt MW Emmerson
Capt HM Kealy

Capt AH Lewis

Capt SA Lifton

Capt SJ Rice

............ HQ ISAF

............ MS Officers Combat Spt
............ HQ SOInC(A) COS
............ 40 Sig Regt (V) - 66 Sgn
............... HQ ISAF

............ 11 Sig Regt, DCCIS
............ ATC (P) 2 Regt

............ 10 Sig Regt - 251 Sgn

Capt MB Thewlis ... 7 Armd Bde
DECEMBER 2009

CaptJEBell NATO - CIS B

Capt L Grif fiths ... RMAS

Capt JME Hollins ... HQ SOINNCA)
CaptEAMoore 261 Sig Sgn HQ

Capt FG Tedby ... 4 Mech Bde
JANUARY 2010

LtColALong e 7 Sig Regt

Lt Col GW Wilson ... 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
Maj PF Stowell ... Temp JSCSC Cse (Land)

Lt TA Draper ... 16 Air Asslt Bde HQ
FEBRUARY 2010

Capt GCJones ... 16 Air Asslt Bde HQ

Name and Rank Unit to which posted

APRIL 2010
Maj J Williams
Capt IA Frame

............ 30 Cdt Trg Team
............ 10 Sig Regt RHQ Ops

JULY 2010

Lt Col GR Mason ... HQ SOInC(A)
Name and Rank Date
APRIL 2010

Burrows - Capt RD Burr ows 06 Apr 10
JUNE 2010

Marshall - Capt PS Marshall 18 Jun 10
JULY 2010

Herring - Maj RJ Herring 01 Jul 10
AUGUST 2010

Turtle - Capt TE T urtle 13 Aug 10

NEWS FROM

BLANDFORD

ROYAL SCHOOL OF SIGNALS
COMMAND SUPPOR T DIVISION

Chief Instructor Maj Emma Bruce

SSIO Mike Needham Esq
Trg Adjt Capt Prembahadur Ale
DSM WO2(SSM) Kevin Dade

THE FINAL CURTAIN

As you will read below the CI has left us to command 2 Sig Regt
in York, having ably handed the con to Maj Emma Bruce - we
wish him well. His departure also coincides with the demise of
Comd Sp Div as a homogenous Div and the preparation for our
next re-org; the structure of which will align us with the imminent
arrival of DTR and its training template! We hope both are
congruous. So this will be our last submission to The Wire in our
present guise and we will resume communiqués again in
December in our new clothes!

KNOTT'S CORNER - by Div Coord

Aaah, so that’s it then, he’s gone! The king is dead, long live the
king. ‘Twas with heavy heart and not a little tear or two (well not
even one tear actually but keep that to yourselves!) that we in the
Div and the School at large said farewell to our Cl, Lt Col Andy
Knott . Sadly he will be the last in a long line of Cls of a Div
which started with Lt Cols Matt Fensom and Jim Dryburgh of
Systems Div (2 re-orgs ago); and followed by Lt Cols Charles
Turner, Ade Clewlow and now Andy Knott of Comd Sp Div (1
re-org ago).

It's been an interesting time as Div Coord, adapting to 5 Cls in as
many years, but I've counted ‘em in and counted ‘em out; to coin
(almost) Brian Hanrahan' s immortal phrase, and more
importantly survived them all to tell the tale; and they me!

It would be remiss to liberate the last Cl without some little tribute
to his tenure with us, especially since it was his drive and
enthusiasm which brought about the development of the new
scenarios for command training; and the amount of time he and
much of his staff have spent loitering with content at the entrance
to E Block, Catterick Building waiting for visitors of various rank
and status to the Division. Therefore it was decided to submit a
case to Commander RSS, Col Gary Hear n to see if he would
support the formal naming of E Block entrance as “Knott’ s
Corner.” This he did and with the necessary appr oval from CO
BGSU, Lt Col Guy Richar ds — whose building it is — Colin
MclIntosh and his men wasted no time at all manufacturing the
plaque, which was expertly screwed (there is a comment here but
manners an’ all that....... ) to the wall by said Cl on 2 September
09 at 1030hrs.




So there you have it, a reference point for E Block which may
assist Maj (Retd) Chris Mieville to navigate his visitors to
Catterick Building and its less well known nether r egions! It
remains only for me now to thank all concer ned who made this
august event possible and sign off, relishing the onset of the next
re-org, and | mean that quite sincerely folks, | really do.

BLANDFORD'S TRIBUTE TO OUR GURKHAS

— — — -

Gurkha Road
Capt Prem flanked by WO2(SSM) Shankar and Cpl Pramod
pose for a photo by the “Gurkha Road” signpost. The r oad is just
outside Blandford Forum in a new development area and was

recently named in honourof the Gurkhas in recognition of their
contribution to the local community .

COMMS SERVICES GROUP EXERCISE MERCURY LEADER
- by LCpl Gavin Nicholls

The CS Div battle camp of 2009 was perhaps one of the most
intense training weeks that | have yet been through during my
time in the Royal Corps! Comprising initially of range packages
and tactical training, the lucky few exer cising troops then
progressed on to a mammoth session of advance to contact and
compound clearances. The last couple of days were spent
plotting the demise of the terr orist elements holed up in
Longmoor Village, gaining intelligence before a full FIBUA attack
on Pretoria Close.

The obligatory first day PT session did blow of f the cobwebs,
albeit at 0500hrs, as LCpl Scotty Essam let us all know who was
in charge during his lessons — good stuff for both team and
appetite building! The range packages that followed wer e far
from the usual fare. With the boring APWT out of the way, the
DSM, WO2 Kev Dade introduced us to some slightly mor e exotic
weaponry that most people had not laid hands on befor e. Cpl
Andy Cammiss then put on a range package to remember as we
completed instinctive shooting using weapons such as the MP5
and the Demarco C8 — some were better than others as the
Range Warden would testify (shortly befor e he went ‘off his
rocker’ on seeing the damage that we had managed to do to
various parts of his range!)

The main part of the ex started of f with a set of deployment
orders from the OC, Capt Peter Crawley , which saw us deploy
to a SF base on the edge of Longmoor Village. On the route out
we had to deal with a scenario that gave a hint of the
complexities to come; Suicide Bombers, r oad side IEDs and a
mixture of enemy forces and civilians presented a challenge from
the outset. Routine in the SF base was difficult to establish due
to the low number of exer cising troops but everyone got at least
half an hour’s sleep in each 24 hour period! Recce, Standing and
Fighting patrols were launched giving everyone a chance to give
orders and lead a sect.

The final dawn asslt on to the village itself was actually a rather
slick affair, at least for the first few houses. The Boss ran into
difficulties when all exits from the lead building were covered by
minefields and sniper fire. LCpl ‘Mince’ Pye provided the
solution by clearing the minefield at the minor personal cost of
only a couple of legs. Cpl Bill Harris was then able to lead Nol
Section to glory, ensuring all would receive posthumous VCs for
their efforts. LCpl Gav Nicholls kept his sect in a great fire
position, which allowed the r est of the Tp some freedom of
movement. With the butcher’s bill growing, he ended up
launching the Fire Sp Sect into the mix, which allowed us to close
with, and destroy the last enemy elements. The job was done! A
big thank you to all the DS, not least the DSM, for a well
delivered and massively challenging battle camp.

COMD TRAINING GROUP TC 74 CHARITY DAY - by 2Lt Gavin

On Friday 17 June 2009 Troop Commanders Course 74 planned
and carried out a Garrison Mufti Day in aid of charity at Blandfor d
Camp. All military personnel on the camp wer e invited to wear
civilian clothes for the day in exchange for a £2 minimum
donation to charity. This was a welcome change and there were
few on camp that didn’ t jump at the chance to leave their uniform
at home for the day and don their scruf fs for work! Even those
consummate professionals who couldn’t leave their uniform at
home had no problem putting their hands in their pocket in aid of
some very well deserving charities.

The charity day was organised in aid of the MS Society, local
SSAFA Forces Help and the Blandford Swimming Pool Trust, who
are all incredibly grateful for their donations and extend their
thanks to all who took part and donated on the day . To collect
the funds the Troop Commanders Course employed their
favoured form of attire, fancy dress, and hit the streets of the
Garrison where no stone was left unturned in search of a
donation. This also lead to some very entertaining sights - it' s not
often you see 17 “super-heroes” running around Blandford!

The day was a huge success and TC74 is pleased to announce
that the day raised £790 in aid of their chosen charities.

TC74 - The Motley Crew



NEWS OF TRAINING

ARMY TRAINING CENTRE PIRBRIGHT

&

~
T RMY

ocC Maj G Irwin
SSM WO2(SSM) L Jones

WATERS TROOP BATTLEFIELD TOUR - by SuT Gough

On 11 September 2009, Waters Tp deployed by coach to
Belgium for our Battlefield Tour. The Trainees were very excited,
many of them having never left the UK before. On arrival, we
were hurried into our accommodation as local drivers wer e
getting audibly impatient with the coach blocking the r oad! The
hostel was cramped but we wer e treated to a variety of facilities
such as a TV room, pool tables and fr ee internet terminals. As
we walked to a local restaurant for dinner, we saw the Menin
Gate for the first time. It was extr emely impressive, especially as
it was all lit up in the dark.

The next morning, we got on the coach to start our tour . We
began at the Menin Gate where our tour guide gave us an
introduction to the 5 battles of Y pres and the vast nu,ber of lives
lost in the space of 4 years. Throughout the day we visited many
cemeteries and memorials and were given the stories of the
battles that took place and the courageous soldiers who fought in
them. We were also able to see some of the graves of heroes
who had been awarded the Victoria Cross. Later on in the tour
we travelled to Langemark to see the dramatic contrast between
the British and German cemeteries. Ours contained hundr eds of
white graves and colourful flowers wher eas the German cemetery
had a very ‘gothic’ feel about it.

2"

Waters Troop at Tyne Cot Cemetery

When we arrived at Polygon Wood, we were given the chance to
charge across the fields to the church of Gheluvelt and re-enact
what actually happened in the war. We were out of breath by the
time we got there and we had only been wearing tracksuits and
not carrying the huge amounts of kit like the soldiers in WW1 — a
stark reminder that we have no idea what the soldiers of the day
went through. One of the girls tripped and fell down and unlike
the soldiers back then, who would have been under heavy fir e,
we were able to stop and help her up. It made us r ealise how
hard it must have been leaving their comrades behind.

At the museum, we were given the chance to experience the
dugouts and find out what it would be like to live with the
darkness, lack of space and damp conditions. Ther e were also
hundreds of artefacts which demonstrated the huge amount of
progress in medicine and technology during and since WW1.

. e -
SuTs Clarke, Scott and Gough at the Menin Gate

On Saturday night, Waters Tp along with our sister Tp, Cook Tp,
attended the Menin Gate parade. SuT Clarke, SuT Scott and |
were chosen to lay the wreath and we were all extremely proud to
be given the opportunity. At the end of the parade, Waters and
Cook Tp marched through the Menin Gate which was, in the
words of many of the girls: “The pr oudest moment of their lives.”
Not everyone gets the opportunity to pay their r espects in that
way but it was amazing to see how many people attend the
event, bearing in mind it's celebrated every night. Following the
parade, the whole Tp were on a massive high and this was
continued as we were allowed some free time in civilian clothing
to explore Ypres town centre. Many of us took advantage of the
live entertainment that was put on and had a good dance.

For the final part of the tour we visited Poperinghe to see the
cells where soldiers were executed for cowar dice and other
crimes. We were all ushered inside and were given a few
moments to think about what it must have been like to have to
spend the last of your days in a cold and dark cell.

Overall the Battlefield Tour was amazing and really inspired for
our future careers.

BASIC DRILL INSTRUCTORS COURSE - ATC PIRBRIGHT
- by Cpl K Mitchell

| was recently posted into ATC Pirbright as a Sect Comd and the
last thing | was expecting was for me to be the one getting drilled
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around the parade square. On 6 July, however, that's exactly
what happened! | and 14 other ‘all arms’ NCOs anxiously formed
up into 3 ranks ready to get our new ‘Future Army Dress’
inspected. After the right marker was declar ed to be in ‘Bad
Order’, the rest of us knew what to expect and sur e enough, we
were all on early morning re-inspections.... for the next 3 days!

Soon after the inspection, the basic training-style drill lessons
began and we learned to stand to attention, tur n and march all
over again. Apparently very few of us were doing it right! The
remainder of the 2 weeks was spent trying to for get the bad
habits we had picked up over the years, so that we could
correctly demonstrate the drill movements on our own lessons.
We soon found out that passing a drill lesson was to become a
seemingly impossible task as any incorrect demonstrations
immediately meant a fail. So when our thighs didn’ t quite make it
parallel to the ground or our 30" paces didn’ t quite measure up,
we failed our lessons. After our initial disappointment, we wer e
relieved to find that as long as we had achieved the aim of our
lessons, we would be fine. It also helped to discover that our
instructor passed his Basic Drill Instructor’ s Course with a
distinction without ever having passed a lesson!

This didn't mean it would be a walk in the park. W e soon learned
that other parts of the lesson could constitute a failur e, such as
our or the squad’s positioning or not ‘gripping’ guys who wer e
doing the drills incorr ectly or laughing. Well... it was hard to keep
a straight face when you're learning to march for the “first time”

in front of your own Trainees!

So after many more ‘pass/ fail' lessons and a few ‘fail/fail’
lessons, we started to practise the drill and form up sequences
for the second week. The form up, to happen on W ednesday,
was to consist of ‘getting on parade’ for an inspection. W e were
promptly informed that if our kit was of a good standar d that we
would go for a brew, but if it wasn’t up to scratch, then ‘Zoom
Zoom on the parade square!” Call us pessimists, but we didn’ t
think that the taste of tea would be coming our way any time
soon.... and we were not wrong.

On Thursday 16 July, the RSM from the All Arms Drill Wing in
Catterick came down to have the final say on whether or not we
were good enough to become drill instructors. Each of us gave
our TPs and tried not to let the pr essure of the RSM watching get
to us. Atthe end of each lesson, the RSM asked each of us for a
good and bad point each, which caught us of f guard as we were
used to tearing each other’s lessons apart. The RSM then gave
us a bit of feedback on how the lesson went and we wer e
pleased to hear that the general consensus was good.

The majority of us nipped into the INCO’s mess for a few
celebratory drinks that night. Pr edictably, it became a heavy night
and we suffered the next morning for squad drill. Nevertheless,
the RSM was happy with our efforts and we were all told we had
passed our Basic Drill Instructor’s Course. Never (well... since
my SAA course) have | been so glad to reach the end of a course,
however the phrases: “Taking you a stage further”, “Immediately
on the word of command” and “I fr oze in this position” ar e now
permanently embedded in my brain!

NEWS FROM THE REGIMENTS
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2nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
YORK

co Lt Col AR Knott MBE
RSM WO1(RSM) Combe

2 Sig Regt said a fond farewell to Lt Col JJ Cole OBE in
September after 2%% years as the CO. During his time in comd,
he deployed twice on ops to both Iraq and Afghanistan. He took
comd of the Regt whilst they wer e deployed on Op HERRICK,
providing ICS support to the British Task Force in Helmand
Province, HQ ISAF in Kabul and also the UK led NATO force in
Kandahar. Latterly he deployed on Op TELIC as Comd JFCIS,
along with 120 members of the Regt. He moves on pr omotion to
become AD J6 at HQ LF. All the officers and soldiers of 2 Sig
Regt wish him and all of his family the very best for the futur e.

As with any farewell in the Army, it is quickly followed by a warm
welcome; so the Regt has the honour of welcoming Lt Col AR
Knott MBE as the new CO. Any hopes that the Col had of being
a CO focused solely on ops and ICS provision were quickly
quashed, as the drill square has been his main area of ops since
taking comd. The Adjt's primary task was to help brush up the
CO'’s sword drill and words of command. Within a month of
taking comd, he was leading the Regt with swor ds drawn,
bayonets fixed and band playing, thr ough the centre of York as it
exercised the Freedom of Entry to the City. Additionally, all his
spare time was quickly filled with a myriad of social functions and
ceremonial responsibilities. The Regt is looking forward to his
time in comd and will now be switching focus to Op HERRICK
and the transition to becoming a Campaign Sig Regt.

FREEDOM OF YORK

As the CO asked the Lord Mayor for permission to mar ch through
the City of York “with swor ds drawn and bayonets fixed”, a cheer
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went up from the watching cr owd. With great pride and honour,
the soldiers of 2 Sig Regt marched through their home city to an
unbelievably warm reception from the people of York. Mothers
with children in pushchairs, shop workers, and those who had
just popped out of the of fice for lunch all stopped in their tracks
as the awesome sound and sight of the Regt with the Corps
Band at its head, showed themselves of f through the streets of
the city that is as much a part of their identity as ‘Jimmy’ or the
Corps March.

2 Sig Regt earned the Freedom in 2001 following their assistance
to the civil authorities during the sever e flooding of the River
Ouse at the end of 2000. The Regt and York have had close ties
for many years, with the Regimental emblem being the cross keys
of the city.

The CO introduces the Lord Mayor to OC 219 Signal Squadron,
Maj Clixby, during the civic inspection of the Regiment



Due to heavy op commitments, this has been the first time in
many years that all four Sqns have been available to exercise
their right to march through the city. With hindsight, weeks of drill
practice and kit pr eparation were a small price to pay for the
warm reception given to the Regt as they wound their way
around the centre of York; starting and ending in the shadows of
the megalithic Minster.

York
ABF BOXING NIGHT IN YORK

The Regt continued to cement its r eputation as one of the
premier units for boxing in the Army after yet another successful
night at the ringside. The ABF Boxing Night saw units from
across the North send their top boxers to Y ork Garrison to slug it
out in the name of raising money for the ABF, a charity well
supported by the Regt. With the Regt’ s boxers having been in
training for over 6 months and on the back of a highly successful
Triangular Boxing Competition, the expectant cr owd made up of
officers, senior NCOs and guests of the Garrison were treated to
some of the best amateur boxing the services have to of fer. Both
Sig Gowling and Sig Winson won their bouts in style, with Sig
Winson putting on the best demonstration of boxing skills that
night.

As well as a highly entertaining night of boxing, several thousand
pounds were collected for the ABF.

The CO presents Sig Gowling with the ‘Best Boxer’ award

Recovery in the corner

2 SIGNAL REGIMENT ARE CORPS HOCKEY CHAMPS!
- by 2Lt Wall

The team departed after the weekly drill rehearsal for the
Freedom of York Parade to attend the Royal Signals Inter-Unit
Hockey Competition. After the Captains’ brief, we wer e to play
our first game against 14 Sig Regt. After a strong start from the
team as a whole, LCpl Evans started her hockey career by
scoring her first goal. She followed this up with a lovely assist for
SSgt(YofS) Jones . The final score was 4 — 0. This was a terrific
start to the competition.

The team built on this start over the following matches, which
saw us get through to the semi-final. We met 10 Sig Regt in the
final, who had not conceded a goal on their way to the final. After
going 1 — 0 down in the first half, an inspired performance from
Cpl Brown and SSgt(YofS) Jones put us into the lead with only
minutes remaining. We held the lead of 2 — 1 to the final whistle.
By the end of the Final, Cpl Brown had scored 2 goals, but his
performance in the midfield allowed the Y ofS to build up a total of
11 goals — which he reminded everyone of regularly!

The team then started the indoor phase against the pr evious
day’s finalists. It was a tight game that ended in a 2 — 2 draw and
this set the tone for the day. We progressed into the final with
strong performances from SSgt Purdon and Cpl Chadwick in
defence, combined with mor e goals from LCpl Evans, Cpl
Brown and SSgt(YofS) Jones , winning all of the remaining
matches. We then waited with baited br eath to see who our
opponents were going to be. The final was to be hard fought
from the start, with 11 Sig Regt scoring 2 early goals and no r eply
from us. After a surge from 2 Sig Regt, the scores were brought
closer together but the str onger team on the day were victorious
and we lost 4 — 2.
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Due to our overall position over the 2 days, 2 Sig Regt was
awarded the Royal Signals Inter-Unit Hockey Competition tr ophy
for 2009.

2 Signal Regiment Hockey Team — Corps Champions

THE ARCHBISHOP VISITS STRENSALL
- by WO2(SSM) Roberts

A selection of soldiers and their families from the Regt were
invited to attend the 75th Anniversary of the Garrison Church in
Strensall near York. The anniversary service was led by Dr John
Sentamu, the Archbishop of York. He blessed and dedicated a
stained glass window at St Wilfred’s Garrison Church, before
heading to a garden party in an armoured reconnaissance
vehicle.

About 400 people including local r esidents and families of
servicemen and women attended the gar den party. Before lunch
was served, the Archbishop presented the Meritorious Service
Medal to Capt Bickerstaf f, 2IC Support Squadron.

Sl - B

The Archbishop meets Capt Bickerstaff prior to pr esenting him
with the MSM

The Archbishop then had lunch with families of injur ed soldiers
and the military personnel who looked after them. All the childr en
had a fun afternoon as there were various stands set up for them
including archery, swing-ball, paintballing, and an inflatable
obstacle course run by the recruiting team of the Yorkshire Regt.
A good day was had by all.
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EXERCISE NORTHERN SHARP KHUKURI 09
- by Sig Lochan Chongbang Limbu

Ex NORTHERN SHARP KHUKURI was an adventue training
package for Island Tp, 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn held in Capel Curig,
Wales. The prime objective of the ex was to provide multi-
outdoor activities for the Tp personnel and subsequently attain a
qualification in the respective courses. The ex was co-or dinated
by Sgt Laxman Gurung under the close direction of Tp Comd,
Capt Hebindra Pun and was conducted by the Army Level 2
Adventure Training (AL2AT) instructors. The package included
various courses namely Mountain Leadership Training (MLT),
Summer Mountaineering Proficiency (SMP), Kayak Foundation
Course (KFC) and Open Boat Foundation Course (OFC).

With great anticipation, all the personnel departed for Capel
Curig. Upon arrival at the camp, the Tp wer e given an orientation
of the camp and received an initial brief from the duty instructor .
All the participants wer e split into more manageable size, 4
groups of 6 personnel. All groups, after attending the weather
forecast brief every morning with their instructors, pursued their
respective activities throughout the week. The MLT group was
trained on mountain leadership to develop an ability to lead a
group of 4 — 6 members for safe trekking on familiar terrain. They
were taught about safety, dealing with obstacles, river crossing
techniques, rope skills, navigation skills and outdoor camping
where they had to spend an overnight camping outside. The
SMP course was similar to MLT but was more basic. The KFC
and OFC groups were trained to use kayak and open boat
respectively. Both groups were taught on various ways to paddle
for different kinds of manoeuvres, wind affects, rescue drills, river
hazards and types of river grade.

After the day’s activities we spent our spar e time playing
basketball and volleyball. A BBQ on Wednesday evening was
organised where we were joined by our Tp Comd. The ex went
very smoothly and was a massive success. The instructors wer e
very friendly and were always very keen to offer advice and assist
with our training. At the end of the week we not only had a gr eat
time but also gained a qualification for a course. W e would like to
extend our appreciation to Sgt Laxman for organising such an
event and making our week adventurous.

EXERCISE NORTHERN CLIMBER - by LCpl Anderson

Ex NORTHERN CLIMBER was a Level 3 ock climbing expedition
in the area of Alicante, Southern Spain. We met up outside the
Kohima Restaurant at 2145hrs on Thursday night to make sure
everyone had their passports and to boar d the minibus to
Gatwick Airport. So with all 12 accounted for , we made off down
the Al. All was going well until we stopped at the service station
3 hours into our journey for a well needed pit stop. Upon arrival,
LCpl Voyle went to get his wallet out of his bag only to discover
that there was no bag. So apart from what was on his back and
the Euros in his back burner, he had nothing.

First day, it rained. No surprise there. After a bit of waiting
about, we finally got to the climb just befor e lunch. SSgt(YofS)
Jones and WO2(YofS) Howie did the lead climbs to demonstrate
how it was done. After everyone had got thr ough all 3 climbs, we
packed up and headed back to the hotel.

Day 2 and it was our turn to start leading climbs. LCpl Kelly and
Lt Thompson were the first 2 to get up there and do the first
leads. Day 3 and we had a little break because of the 31 degree
heat and the sheer exhaustion of everyone since we arrived. Day
4 and we all started going through lead climbs. We chose the 3
runs that we did on Day 1 and since we now had confidence on
them, we all did a lead on them. Day 5 and we had our ‘wind
down’ and had a relaxed day making sure we had all kit and got
ourselves ready for our early morning flight the following day .

All'in all it was a great expedition. A lot was learned and valuable
experience in rock climbing and team building was obtained. |
don’t think | would be alone in saying that it was the best
adventurous training expedition | have ever been on.



FAREWELL TO MAJ WHITE - by Sig Raju Rai

After commanding 246 Gurkha Sig Sgn for almost 3 years, Maj
White was leaving the Sgn on posting to the Royal School of
Signals. To bid him farewell and to congratulate a few newly
promoted members of the Sgn, a BBQ was or ganised.

The weather was perfect and the entertainment was pr ovided by
the ‘The Yorkelee Brothers’ with live music. After a few drinks of
delicious ‘tipan tapan’ the pr ogramme gradually moved on as the
Sqn 2IC, Capt Pur na Gurung , announced the names of the
newly promoted members of the Sqn and congratulated them
with ‘khadas’ for the gentlemen and bouquets of flowers for their
ladies. In return, the newly promoted members announced their
generous contribution to subsidise the function. The 2IC took
this opportunity to welcome the new SSM, WO2 Sombahadur
Chochangi and his family to the Sgn. Finally the 2IC gave a
farewell speech for the outgoing OC wher e he mentioned that ‘he
is a soldiers’ officer’ and thanked him for his leadership and for
looking after the Sgn so well. He was presented with traditional
fresh garland, ‘Kothimara Khukuri’ and a photo frame of a
montage as small tokens of appr eciation.

The 2IC, Capt Purna Gurung presenting a Kothimara Khukuri and
photo frame montage to the outgoing OC, Maj BG White

The OC then gave his farewell speech in precise Nepali. In his
speech, he thanked all the Sqn members for their support
throughout his tenure and he also mentioned his ongoing project
of writing a book about the history of Queen’ s Gurkha Signals
that is being published soon.

Straight after the speech and presentations, Sgt Sunbahadur
Gurung announced that the meal was ready. After a delicious
BBQ with many other side dishes, the evening became mor e
lively and interesting with the entertainment pr ovided by “The
Yorkelee Brothers” followed by Khusi Ko Natch that lasted until
late hours. The programme concluded successfully . It was really
enjoyable and everyone had great fun. Finally, the Squadron
would like to wish all the best to the outgoing OC at his new

post.

DASHAIN 2009, YORK - by Sig Rajendra Rai

Dashain, the most auspicious and biggest Hindu festival is
celebrated by Nepalese of all castes and creeds throughout the
Kingdom. It is celebrated for 15 days which starts with the bright
lunar fortnight and ends on the day of the full moon. Accor ding
to Hindu mythology, the Goddess Durga killed the Demon
Maishasur. After the first 9 days of battle, Mahisasur was slain on
the 10th day and the last 5 days are the celebration of victory.
Dashain resembles the triumph of good over evil. W orshipping
Goddess Durga as the divine holy mother, Hindu celebrates
Dashain with great delight, family reunions, exchange of gifts,
blessings and animal sacrifices. Therefore, it plays a significant
role to the Bde of Gurkhas and we celebrate it with much
anticipation and enthusiasm.

5 September 2009 was a memorable day for the Sgn at Y ork with

a huge celebration of Dashain Festival combined with the far ewell
and welcome functions to Lt Col JJ Cole OBE , the outgoing CO

10

and Maj JW Dagless , the new OC respectively. Although the
Sgn was busy with its Regimental commitments, the ef fort and
hard work from all Sqgn levels enabled the venue to be setup in a
short period of time. The flow of music with a quality sound
system and well programmed lighting added vivid colour to the
night. Furthermore, the dedicated cultural team wer e at their best
for the cultural programme with the support and command of
SSgt Bom Gurung and Cpl Barun Sher chan.

Lt Col JJ Cole OBE and his family with his farewell gift from the
Squadron

The event started at 1800hrs where all the guests and VIPs were
welcomed by York based Gurkha Officers, WOs and SNCOs
along with their families. The family turn out was great and made
it an enjoyable, rewarding and memorable. Later they were
served by a special tipan/tapan followed by Bada Khana which
was specially prepared by the Gurkha chefs. After this, the
Dashain speech was given by Capt Pur na Gurung , where he
thanked all the Sqn personnel for their hard work to make this
event successful. The cultural programme was a huge success
and a night to remember and enjoy. And as usual, there was a
Khusiko Naach at the end which continued until the early hours of

next day.

HRTIALNY
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Traditional Nepalese cultural dancing by members of the Squadron

All in all, the Dashain celebration in York was a great success and
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Finally, on behalf of 246 Sqgn and

families, | would like to wish you all a very Happy Bijaya Dashami
and Tihar 2009.

INTER-SQUADRON RUGBY

Always a bruising but highly entertaining affair, the annual inter-
squadron rugby tour nament recently took place with 219 Sig Sqgn
proving that, where rugby was concerned at least, they were the
top dogs. With a number of players on all of the teams only
having taken up the game shortly befor e the tournament, the
standard of competition was not expected to be that gr eat.
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However, all expectations were thrown out the window
as all 4 matches proved to be highly entertaining, if
not played in the most orthodox of styles. Sp Sgn
were the favourites at the outset, and everyone was
shocked when they were booted into touch in the first
game by underdogs 219. 214 Sig Sqgn easily
dispensed with the fledgling 246 side to setup a 219 v
214 final. The game started at a wild pace with
yardage lost and gained on both sides. Eventually the
aggressive pack and rapid backline of 219 saw them
score 3 tries without reply to clinch the title, and edge
ever closer to Sp Sqn in the CO’s Cup competition.
Success came at a price however with star players
Sgt Necr ews and LCpl Taletawa both requiring
hospital treatment after the match.

PARA’S 10 CHALLENGE - by LCpl Prakash Chantyal

Para’s 10 Challenge was first founded by WO1 JJ
Wilson, hosted by the Para Regt in Aldershot in 1982
—1993. Since the Paras left Aldershot in 1993, the
legendary event was dormant. In 2008, P Coy, the Paras Training
and Selection Wing revived the race to mark the first deployment
of all four Para Regts to Afghanistan at the same time since
WW?2. The race attracted over 650 runners and raised an
estimated £40,000 for Service charities. Among the funds raised,
the amount is split into equal halves between ‘Help for Her oes’
and the ‘Airbor ne Forces Security Fund'.

The 2009 Para 10 event took place at the Infantry Training Centre,
Catterick Garrison. The race itself was a gruelling endurance
race; 10 miles with 15kg bergen and 10 miles individual run. This
was a multi-terrain endurance event which followed the same
route as the P Coy selection march. In order to pass this, each
individual needs to complete the course in 1 hr 50 mins. To enter
the race, each competitor had to contribute £25.00. Under the

Participants with their medals after the race

watchful eye of LCpl Sujan Thapa , the 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn PTI,
we entered 2 x 4 men teams and 3 individual runners.

We prepared ourselves for the race alongside around 1600 other
competitors with the motto ‘W e start the race as a team, we
finish as a team’. Within 1 hr 52 mins, both teams and 3
individual runners had finished the race. It was a big sigh of r elief
and a moment of big achievement for all the team members. It
was worth doing for a good cause. W e raised £310.27 for the
‘Help for Heroes’ charity. We would like to thank all the personnel
who contributed for the charity and also to LCpl Sujan Thapa ,
our team coordinator, for his guidance, hard work and sheer
determination without whom, we as a team wouldn’ t have been
able to compete in the race and hence raise the necessary funds
for our heroes.

3rd (UNITED KINGDOM) DIVISION
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
BULFORD

CO Lt Col PEJ Dr ew
RSM WOL1 A Torrington

KIWI TROPHY 2009 - by 2Lt J Loots

We have all felt the dull ache in our legs as we complete the 8
miles in the 2 allotted hours in order to pass the mandatory
Combat Fitness Test (CFT). Now try adding another 6 miles over
arduous terrain, including the infamous Sidbury Hill, a river
crossing, a 10 round shoot at 100m, wher e each dropped shot
incurs a time penalty, and a very steep climb beside the Bulfor d
Kiwi to the finish line. The Kiwi Trophy is all of that and more as
many a first time contestant will gladly tell anybody who will

listen. The biggest difference between a CFT and the Kiwi Trophy
is not the distance or the shoot, it is the fact that it is a best ef fort
race not a controlled pace set by the PTI.

The start and finish lines are at the top of a huge 128m long kiwi
that was cut into the chalk of Bulfor d ridge by New Zealand
servicemen based at Bulford waiting to return home after the
WW?1 had ended. During the Gallipoli Campaign, many New
Zealand casualties were brought to England from the Dardanelles
and the camp became a centr e for re-training casualties who
were fit enough and for training reinforcements for the New
Zealand Forces in France and Flanders. Today 3 (UK) Div HQ &
Sig Regt at Bulford cleans and maintains the giant emblem. The
trophy was presented in 1981 by the New Zealand Army in
recognition of the work maintaining the Bulfor d Kiwi chalk
carving.

The competition takes place on Salisbury Plain Training Area
annually and this year it was held on 23/24 September. Last
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year's champion, WO2 (QMSI) Colin Paton of the APTC, was
looking to defend his cr own and if possible impr ove on the record
time of 2 hrs, 6 mins and 27 secs he set last year. Competition
was tough with Capt John Porter of the RLC running the fastest
time of 2 hrs 17 mins and 3 secs on the first day .

Capt Wood, Sgt Crossley, Sig Morton and Sig Morris looking
pensive at the start

Despite many contestants claiming that the second day was a lot
warmer than the first, QMSI Paton did not let the heat get to him
and on the second day of the competition he ran an even faster
time than his record last year. Unfortunately his shooting let him
down this year and 3 missed shots added a 6 minute penalty to
his overall time which ended up being an impr essive but
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unfortunately not record breaking, 2 hrs 9 mins and 45 secs
which secured him the Kiwi Trophy.

) -
Sig Proffitt, Lt Bottoms and WO1 Str eet enjoying themselves

The fastest female contestant was Maj Ronnie W esterman , the
OC 206 Sig Sgn, who completed the event in 3 hrs 23 mins and 3
secs. She was closely followed by Lt Clair e Bottoms of the
Royal Corps of Signals who achieved a personal best time of 3
hrs 32 mins and 44 secs. On hand to present the winners with
their trophies was Brig WJ Whiting of the New Zealand Army
and the SOINC(A) Brig EM Flint .

Give or take a few blisters and sore muscles, the day was
enjoyed by all. Once the pain has subsided and the rosy tinted
spectacles are on, | am sure all participants are counting down
the days until Kiwi Trophy 2010. A big thank you goes out to all
the people involved in making the day a success and for all their
unseen work behind the scenes which ensured everything went
seamlessly.

202 ARMOURED SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj M Parke
SSM WO2(SSM) J Scarr ott

MY ATTACHMENT TO 202 SQUADRON - by 2Lt R Arnold

Three weeks had passed since | had commissioned out of the
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst and | was eagerly anticipating
the opportunity to expand on my narr ow military experience. This
is how the 6 weeks progressed.

On my first day | was informed that | would be assisting the QM
with the Board of Officers for the next 2 weeks. After discussing
the role of the Board of Officers with some of my more
experienced colleagues, | received a number of wry smiles and
cynical laughs. However whilst the experience was mentally
exhausting and on occasion frustrating, it did of fer me the
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opportunity to get to know the camp and the many personalities
embedded in the many different depts. As well as this, | was able
to get eyes on to almost all the kit the Regt had, ranging fr om
vitally important Bowman components to the wide array of pegs,
stakes and pickets at the Regt’s disposal. Overall the aim of
obtaining an accurate audit of all kit was achieved.

In the week following the Board of Officers | was fortunate to
observe the day to day running of Overloon Tp. This spanned
report writing and car eer and welfare interviews through to
adventurous training preparation. The opportunity to discuss how
the Tp was led and supported was gr eatly appreciated and |
hope to take many of the lessons that Lt Hick and SSgt Thisby
bestowed upon me thr ough my career. Concurrently, the Sgn
was running a PACEX in preparation for Ex RED TRICORN. It
allowed me to engage with many of the Tp and understand the
processes involved in preparing a vehicle for exercise. It was
very useful to see the kit being utilised.

| was fortunate enough to be placed on the Armd Comd’ s course
for the upgraded Bulldog. This consisted of a 2 week course; the
first focusing on theory and maintenance and the second on
commanding the vehicle out on the gr ound. Now as much as |
can appreciate that theory is incredibly vital to the smooth
running and operation of an armd vehicle, | was most looking
forward to getting out on to the ar ea and making the most out of
the skills of the drivers and the capability of the equipment. W e
were to spend 2 days and 1 night cr oss country commanding,
which was great fun. The night drive proved to be the most
exciting particularly when the night vision equipment failed. W e
were blessed with fantastic weather which in tur n transformed
much of Salisbury Plain into a dust bowl, not ideal conditions for
driving but exciting all the same. It was with the clear and sound
instruction of Sgt Hendry and Cpl Prest that | was able to pass
the course and for that | express my thanks to them both.

During the first week of the course | was fortunate to r eceive a
day off. However that day was to be filled with the joy of the Kiwi
Trophy. This consisted of a best effort 14 mile race around the
area with a shoot at the end with 12 kg of kit. It is a demanding
but incredibly worthwhile competition; those who competed in it
can be very proud of their achievement.

The final week of my attachment was to be spent on Ex RED
TRICORN. This was the build up week to the Land Combat
Power Demonstration. It provided me with hands on experience
as to what is involved with the construction and r emoval
processes of an Armd Fwd HQ. It was a very steep learning
curve but an essential and exceptionally useful experience. A
moment that stands out was when one vehicle was driven
through what appeared to be a puddle which in fact pr oved to be
a small lake! The driver was soaked from the neck down
following the deluge of muddy water into the driver’ s
compartment.

The 6 weeks flew by due to the very busy nature of the unit at the
time. | was fortunate to be able to experience so much in such a
short space of time and this | attribute to the many individuals
who helped and guided me on the way, passing on experience
and lessons as well as a good helping of laughs. | must expr ess
my thanks to Maj Parke and Capt Cox as well as Lt Hick and
SSgt Thisby and to the Sqgn for the hospitality and humour .

206 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj L W esterman
SSM WO2 M Witham

3 (UK) DIV HQ & SIG REGT AT THE INTER-UNIT NETBALL
COMPETITION - by LCpl Boko and Sig Gurton

Amongst preparation for the Kiwi Trophy and the PACEX for the
upcoming Ex RED TRICORN, we wetre informed we were to put a
team together for the Inter-Unit netball competition. In the
beginning we managed to forward 10 names for the team...but 2
days before the competition, we lost 6 of those. In the end then,
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the team to represent the Regt were Lt Bottoms , LCpl Boko , Sig
Beardmor e, Sig Gurton , Sig Parker , Sig Bracher , Cpl H-G and
LCpl Cailleau !

The 21st of September was the date for the competition at
Blandford, kick off at 0900hrs. After a 30 sec practice for our
novices, Sig Parker and LCpl Cailleau , we went on to win our
first games against 11 Sig Regt B team and 21 Sig Regt.
Unfortunately 30 Sig Regt were too strong for us in our group and
we were therefore group runners up facing 11 Sig Regt in the
semi-final. Unfortunately they wer e also an experienced team and

we found ourselves in the 3rd/4th place play-of f. Again we met
30 Sig Regt. This was a highly contested match with goals being
scored by each team on an equal basis. Unfortunately it was 30
Sig Regt who scored in the last minute of the game to beat us by
a single goal! We therefore finished 4th out of 8 teams (3rd by
default as all the Corps players from Germany put in a single
team!) — well done girls!

A great day was had by all, particularly for those who haven’t
played Regimental sport before. Hopefully next year, with more
training, we will be the top team in the Corps!

7th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

CO Lt Col NJ Makepeace
RSM RSM(WO1) M MacDonald

50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS AND SPORTS DAY
- by Lt Ayres

On 10 Oct 2009, 7 Sig Regt celebrated its 50th birthday in Javelin
Barracks, EImpt. The occasion was marked by a Regimental
sports day with 229, 231, 232 and Sp Sqn all battling for the title
of top sporting Sqgn followed by an Octoberfest themed party .

Q Cussons sets the pace in the Cross Country

The sports day was a great success with a sterling effort put in by
all Sgns, 229, 231, 232 and especially Sp Sqn who won the
overall competition. There was healthy competition between the
Sgns and it gave the recently reconstituted Sqns a chance to
work together in a competitive envir onment. The final ‘Command
Team Race’ which was the main event of the day was extr emely
well organised by the PTls and kept secret until the last minute.
RHQ put in a last
minute team who
won the race after
overtaking 232
Sqgn in the dying
moments. 7 Sig
Regt had a very
rewarding and
enjoyable day of
sports followed by
a much welcomed
drink in Shannon’s
Bar for
Octoberfest.

The Octoberfest
celebrations
which followed
were superbly well
organised thanks
to Capt Granger
and Capt
Whitworth and

Lt Col Makepeace and WO1 MacDonald cut
the birthday cake
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the evening included an 18 piece Oompah band, Bratwurst,
Pretzels, copious amounts of free beer and a wooden cow. The
evening kicked off to a brilliant start with some inter esting
dancing and soon the events tur ned to 2 teams competing in
traditional German games which became the main event of the
night with the Regt cheering on both sides! Capt Angove and
Capt Nixon headed up the teams with Capt Angove’ s team
winning the overall event; obviously they were well practised in
both milking wooden cows and hammering nails into a tr ee trunk!
After a well played day of sports and a night of har d partying,
there couldn’t have been a better way to celebrate the 50th
Anniversary of the Regt!

MY FIRST MARATHON - by Sig Jones

When the possibility of doing a marathon pr esented itself back in
August, it seemed like a great idea; what a thing to achieve and
what a fantastic experience. When Sig Cormack , LCpl Mills and
| signed up, a few people did suggest that 2 months might not to
be enough time to train and that 26 miles is a fair distance.
However we dismissed these comments and said that we
intended to train hard and that we were going to run hundreds of
miles in the 2 months in preparation for the big day.

Two months later and training had not gone so well for us. If we
combined our individual runs it would not have come close to 26
miles. My furthest run was 15 miles, Sig Cormack ran 14 miles
while LCpl Mill’ s furthest run was a massive 9 miles. Our
confidence had started to slip and this was only made worse by
the Sgn seniors and Maj Russell . While we had been out
drinking and running a few miles a couple of times a week, they
had been running 17, 18, even 20 miles up to 3 times a week. It
was looking like us “Young uns” were going to be seriously
embarrassed on the day.

That day finally came around. As we got of f the bus people all
around us were preparing in all sorts of ways, stretching, eating
and rubbing Vaseline all over themselves. The seniors looked
doubtfully at us as we revealed our football shorts. At this point it
was to a case of “would have, should have, could have” with our
kit and all we could do was shrug and hope for the best.

At the start line we were at the back of the mass of bodies, but
the seniors were on the left side and the ‘young uns’ on the right.
There was a slight difference in the start times and the seniors set
of about 5 mins before us. When we finally got going we shot off,
even after all our talk of pacing ourselves, and it wasn’t that long
before we caught up with SSgt Bean and Maj Russell which
worried us slightly, but not enough to make us slow down.

The one thing that you won't really ever appreciate unless you've
experienced it, is the number of people running with you. This
means you add quite bit of distance ducking and diving in and
out of other runners. The crowd along the route were very
energetic and cheered, clapped, blew whistles, played awful
German music out of their window and generally encouraged us
along. This was fantastic for the first hour or so but began to
drain everybody’s energy after that so most of us decided on a bit
of iPod action. The city itself is very pleasant and the twin spir es
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of the Cathedral give the city its unique skyline. It was ar ound
the 17 mile mark that the suffering really started, the legs got
heavy, and the energy was running low. It was around this point
that we caught up with FofS Ford and Sgt Bickfor d; they had
been running a pretty quick pace but it had obviously taken its
toll and they looked like they had started to r eally suffer.

You really don’t know the meaning of pain until you've been
running for over 3% hours and you realise that marathons are
actually 42.2km not 41.2 and you have another 1000m to go.
This was unfortunately the case for Sig Cormack and |, after |
had misread a t-shirt with the distance on it. However as far as
we knew, we’d kept the others behind us and we certainly didn’ t
want them getting past at the last minute, which meant we had to
fight the pain. We did eventually make it over the bridge and over
the finish line, with Sig Cormack a few minutes ahead of me with
SSgt Milton coming in 3rd.

The ‘young uns’ had beaten the seniors but it was a narr ow
victory and | wouldn’ t like to put money on it happening again.
Overall | think most of us agreed that we wouldn’t be doing a
marathon ever again but we were all proud to have finished that
one; so we hobbled to the minibus and set of f home.

CORPS 7s FOOTBALL - by SSgt Middleton

On a wet miserable Friday morning the tournament began with a
good 2 — 0 win for us against 30 Sig Regt with a cracking second
goal from LCpl Bailey . We moved on to win the group
comfortably with some gr eat performances from LCpl Cullifor d,
Sig Cullen, LCpl Bailey and Cpl Card.

Both 7 Sig Regt teams put in good performances, with the A
team getting to the semis only to be beaten by a dodgy decision
from the referee by the overall winners 2 Sig Regt. The B team
made it to the final of the plate but wer e unlucky to lose a hard
fought game to 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn. There were some
good performances from Sig Morgan , Sig Shields and Sig
Williams . | would like to single out a Sig Spencer for a strong
tournament beginning with a warm up at ‘Club 35’ at 0715hrs
before the tournament started. Four players in total were
selected to attend BA(G) trials: LCpl Cullifor d, LCpl Bailey , Sig
Cullen and Sig McAnespie .

EXERCISE NORTHERN WINDY TRAILS - by Cpl McArthur

Ex NORTHERN WINDY TRAILS was the Royal Signals “cht Club
(RSYC) sail training week held in the Solent 5 — 10 October 09.
Seven personnel from 7 Sig Regt attended the week. The aim of
the ex was to introduce soldiers and officers of the Corps to
offshore sailing and the opportunities and r esources available to
them from the RSYC.

On Day 1 and at a not so sunny Gosport, Capt Harrison , LCpl
Hoyle and | joined our yacht “Janthina” and met our skipper, Lt
Col Mulholland . After getting acquainted with our rather tight
living quarters for the next 5 days, we set sail for the delights of
West Cowes.

Day 2 and we set sail for Lymington where en route, we were
introduced to a new shipmate called “ Colin “, who for some
reason decided he liked it better in the water than in the boat; it
might have something to do with the skipper constantly
screaming. Eventually after reaching Lymington and having
rescued Colin 15 times, we retired to a local pub where the
“Spoofmeister” taught us to play “spoof” badly .

Day 3 was a wet Wednesday which saw us passing the Needles
before heading towards Poole Harbour sailing in “The Perfect
Storm” with Colin again jumping overboard. Day 4 and the
destination was East Cowes, sailing in almost perfect conditions
barring the tide which took us past one of the Pr emiership’s top
owner's boat several times for several hours. Eventually the
skipper decided it was time for the engine and we motor ed very
slowly towards East Cowes where the “Spoofmeister” made
another appearance.
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The crew needing some wind in their sails

Day 5 took us to Southampton over seas that you would see
regularly on ‘The Deadliest Catch’ and it was change into not so
well ironed shirts and ties for the Corp’s AGM for a lovely meal
and a few drinks. All in all a good week was had by all that
attended with myself and LCpl Hoyle achieving our Day Skippers
gualification and Capt Harrison , Sigs Fell and Robinson
receiving their Competent Crew.

EXERCISE WARRIOR CHARGER

Ex ARRCADE WARRIOR began 2 weeks prior, with 232 Sgn Delta
Tp deploying to set up the Main complex. The Main HQ was set
up in Hanger 2 in Elmpt Station.

There were to be over 300 operating terminals and 200 phones in
situ which required the installation techs, headed up by Sgt
Wells, to install over 2kms of duplex fibr e and 3kms of CAT 5
cabling. With early starts and late finishes, the majority of the
infrastructure was in place ready to be tested by both the IS Ops
and the system techs.

Sig Morgan making sure the space is safe for the staff

The floor walkers created the main layout for the ex and aided in
the tidying up and guar ding the ex complex as well as heading up
the fault reporting process with Lts Lord and Ayres manning the
G6 help desk.

Ex WARRIOR CHARGER began on 21 September with oficers
arriving en mass to begin. The 4 day ex went fairly smoothly with
only minimal Requests For Change being implemented and faults
kept to a minimum. The Staff Officers were reasonably well
behaved and the ICS close support team kept on top of any
problems that arose, apart from the occasional power outage
from the UPS. The ex was preparation for the larger and more
intense ARRCADE FUSION in November

On 24 September, at approximately 1200hrs, end of ex was
called and as soon as all the officers had left the complex, 232
Delta Tp began the tear down. By 1900hrs the same day,
everything was packed and cleaned up, with everyone r eady for
the long weekend. After pie and chips and the OC’ s parade, Ex
WARRIOR CHARGERcame to an end.
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E( 10th SIGNAL REGIMENT
CORSHAM

CcO Lt Col SL Copley
RSM WO1(RSM) Watkins

10 Sig Regt has a history of change and evolution and we are
currently continuing to do so. By the next issue of The Wire, 600
Tp will have moved to the USSO and the remainder of 243 Sig
Sqn will be gearing up for the move to Andover and the further
drawdown of for ce elements in Northern Ireland. 225 Sig Sqn will
be in their new SHQ in Thiepval Barracks and should have
reached a sufficient manning level to be able to fully r esource the
ECM (FP) op commitment. We also hope to have a resourced
plan for the technical accommodation for 241 Sig Sgn as the
bulldozers move in to their curr ent building.

RHQ were delighted to accept the challenge fr om RHQ 21 to
compete in their charity triathlon. Due to a late injury to the RSM,
the Tech Adjt, Capt Duncan Chamberlain powered the bike leg
taking over from the Adjt, Capt Gavin Darke out of the pool and
handing over to the CO for the half marathon. We were highly
chuffed to come in 4th of 11 teams. However our efforts were
put into the shade by Cpl Louise Bond from the Regt who
completed the entir e distance faster than not only us but also
won the individual race.

225 SIGNAL SQUADRON (ECM (FP))

oC Maj BM Bingham MBE
SSM WO2(SSM) S Kenny

THE LAST OF OPERATION TELIC - by Sgt R Frost

Operational Support Team (OST) 2 deployed to Basra, Iraq in
April 2009. The job we were tasked with was completing the
draw down of the Contingency Operating Base (COB) Basra and
the further task of Op PALINODE. It was a difficult job. ECM
had been in theatre for a long time and there was lots if it.
However, | was extremely lucky that as an OST Comd | had an
experienced team under my comd.

By late April we had to tur n our attention to Op PALINODE which
was the operational name for the enduring task in Iraq. Once the
main British force had handed over to the Americans and left
theatre, it was our job to set up a new ECM det in Baghdad co-
located with the Baghdad Support Unit (BSU). Within days of
tipping up at BSU wor d had got around about our arrival. This
was due to the fact that all the lads had to get up in the middle of
the night to move 2 tonnes of ECM equipment into our new
secure store, or maybe it was just the massive wall mural of the
Ghostbuster we had painted to announce our arrival.

As my team arrived in Baghdad we started to set up a det we
would be proud to hand over to the OST replacing us in 3 months
time. Now, many people seem to think that our tour up in
Baghdad was easy. Yes we had a bar selling alcohol, we had
BBQs, quiz nights, pizza and movie nights...hmmm... sorry |
forgot the point | was going to make! Despite all this luxury the
Tp continued to work har d to support and r e-educate the other
units within the area; support which was welcomed with open
arms. This was evident by the number of units asking for
continuation training.

However as time run out and no agreement was reached to
extend the stay of British for ces in Irag, we had a month to pack
everything up and withdraw. To say this was a hit to morale was
an understatement; we had just spent 2 months putting our heart
and soul into setting up a first class det and now it was being
torn down. However, we had to remain professional and the
team put the same amount of effort into the withdrawal as they
did into the move up to Baghdad.
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BRAEMAR GAMES - by LCpl Downward

The preparation for the Braemar Games’ tug-of-war competition
consisted of a 3 week build up training package working on and
off the rope. It was tough, especially as we wer e playing catch
up with teams who had spent months training together .
Nevertheless we all got stuck in and shifted ourselves to Braemar
village for our final week’s worth of preparation. It proved
invaluable as we managed to train with the local village team who
provided us with live ends.

A day prior to the event and after a meal too many, LCpl Yaxley
had a eureka moment and decided that laxative would be the
appropriate way to lose the extra pounds that he was carrying!
I'm not sure what he was more surprised about, the fact that the
first dose had no effect, resulting in him taking more, or that
during the competition he could hear the call of natur e very
loudly. Suffice to say he has learned his lesson about ‘quick
wins’ when it comes to weight loss.

The competition day itself was a gr eat success. The Regimental
tug-of-war team pr ogressed to the semi-final of the plate
competition and only narr owly missed out on a place in the final.
In addition the sprint relay team was put together at the last
minute but again produced an excellent performance. After some
extremely competitive qualifying rounds the team eventually came
in 2nd behind the RAF.

- . - EE il

The Regimental team at the Braemar Highland Games

EXERCISE HIGHLAND FLING 30 AUGUST — 6 SEPTEMBER
- by Cpl Walsh

The aim of the ex was clear. To carry out a week of adventurous
training, visits and compete in the Braemar Games whilst at the
same time discovering the cultural delights of Scotland and
specifically Edinburgh.

Our adventure began on a rare sunny Northern Irish morning with
a minibus full of hopeful faces and a Hilux van full of baggage.
Having left camp and making excellent time towar ds Belfast
Docks, we struck a problem when an as yet unidentified
individual forgot to secure the rear of the Hilux, resulting in a
rapid deployment of bags onto the carriageway . On sorting out
this minor glitch in the pr oceedings, we blitzed our way to Belfast
Ferry Port for the Stranraer crossing. After what seemed an age
we arrived at Garelochhead Training Camp, which bore a striking
resemblance to a WW2 prisoner of war camp! After a quick bit of
scoff and a short brief, we deployed as a formed body into the
local town of Helensburgh for the first of many memorable nights
out.
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The next day we started the adventurous training in earnest. We
split ourselves into 3 groups rotating between dif ferent activities.
With hill walking, kayaking and a dry ski slope ther e was
something for everyone’s taste with the ski slope being a firm
favourite.

After the 3 day rotation we had the opportunity to visit Faslane
Naval Base. While Sgt Waine Meeds had promised us a ride in a
nuclear sub, no one really knew what the day would hold. Our
hopes were soon dashed. Not only did we not get pictur es of us
sitting astride a Trident missile, we didn’t even get to see a
submarine! The boys in dark blue did make it up to us when we
were allowed on a ship simulator, where we attempted and
successfully piloted a mine sweeper into Portsmouth Docks. As
an extra treat we were allowed to watch a submarine
commander’s course being put thr ough their paces on a
simulated ex. It was strangely enjoyable seeing potential
captains getting roasted by their instructors!

The following day was a free day with members of the Sqgn taking
part in events such as indoor snowboar ding, laser quest and a bit
of shopping.

Finally came the day of the Braemar Games in which the
Regimental tug-of-war and sprint r elay teams were competing.
Everyone had a great day, the weather stayed fine and there were
plenty of events to watch — with r ocks, cabers and kilts flying
everywhere. Even HM The Queen put in an appearance. The
week finished with a trip to Edinbur gh, where despite a few souls
going MIA, we had bags of fun watching the Edinbur gh Festival.

241 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj S Ing
SSM WO2(SSM) P Belcher

Over the recent months 241 Sig Sgn’s ranks have been boosted
by the recent additions of Lts Marsden and Ker. Hotel Tp
welcomed their very own SSgt in the form of SSgt Stennett and
is also strengthened by the dynamic Sgt Richar ds. Lima Tp also
sees a slight change around amongst the seniors. We welcome
Sgt Vinten and a tearful goodbye to Sgt Mcfaul , who has left the
Mech world for pastur es new in civilian life. Signallers are arriving
thick and fast as well with welcomes to Sigs Houlston , Floyd,
Knight and Toner, all straight from Blandford and Sig Zanelli
who has joined us from 30 Sig Regt.

A few individual achievements to mention. Sig Osling has
successfully gained a place ' . _
within the Army Rugby U23
team, a tremendous effort
considering his massive height
disadvantage. Keeping with
rugby, LCpl Thomas has been
snatched up by Bath RUFC after
impressing at their trials. Cpl
Russell once again represented
the Corps at golf. Even the All
Arms Commando Course was
privileged enough to receive 2
members of 241 Sig Sgn on
their latest course.

Unfortunately a distraught Cpl
McClar ence had to be rushed
to hospital on the final ex due to
a suspicious looking rash,
however LCpl Borwick on the
other hand managed to survive
and keep his head down and is now the owner of a brand new
green beret.

LCpl Borwick having just
earned his green beret

The Sgn has a presence in Op HERRICK as well as the Falkland
Islands. The newly promoted Cpl McClar ence has teamed up
with Cpl Barinisavu to make sure everything runs smoothly in
JCUFI. Sgt Vinten led a successful surge to Op HERRICK in
which he was tasked with installation of the cable infrastructur e at
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the Medical RHQ build in Camp Bastion. All went smoothly and
there was even time for Cpl Lane to educate LCpls Best and
Moon on the real way to lift weights. As this goes to pr ess Sgt
Richar d’'s surge team is doing a fine job at KAIA in Kabul and Cpl
Williams leading a team in Camp Bastion. Not to for get our
permanent presence over there with Sgt Grabowski running the
show with the support of Sgt Lane, LCpl Gibson and Sig
Fazakerley .

243 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj NH Smikle
SSM WO2(SSM) Alford

Since the last edition the Sqn has undergone a change of
command and welcomes Maj NH Smikle who replaces Maj G
Maloney .

As is the norm there has been the typical overhaul of personnel in
and out of the Sqn. Our best wishes go to WO2(FofS(1S)) Mick
Kenning who has moved on to 30 Sig Regt. The Sgn would like
to extend a warm welcome to Capt (TOT IS) Jules Thor ne,
WO2(SSM) Alfie Alfor d, SSgt(FofS) Lou Cleary and
SSgt(FofS(1S)) Neil Tarry.

Maj G Maloney handing over to Maj NH Smikle

ALPHA TROOP
ocC Capt Jim Skimins
Tp SSgt SSgt Sean Renforth

Alpha Tp have been hard at it here in Northern Ireland, having
been involved in the Regimental Battle Camp, a Regimental visit
to French Sig Regt in France, community engagement, and Army
recruiting exhibitions, to mention a few . During a recent visit by
the CO and RSM, Mrs Hazel Perkis and Mr Stephen Gallagher ,
both civilian members of staf f, were awarded their much
deserved CO’s Commendations for all their hard work throughout
the year.

GORTIN HILLTOP RIG - by Sgt Rodney Rouchy

With the Tp’s new Yeoman, SSgt(YofS) Codack , and Forman,
SSgt(FofS) Mar chant, now firmly settled it was only a matter of
time before their all too inquisitive minds collectively fell on the
rigging section, and requested a complete overhaul of our hilltop
comms system. With no mor e avenues of escape open to him,
the rigging Sgt cleared his diary for the following week and set
out a plan with his work chum, Sgt Nick Budd . With the
assistance of Sig Barton , kindly on loan from the 241 Sig Sgn
Ops SSgt, the team did the Tp proud over the 2 day period,
working hard in rain and wind swept conditions to complete the
re-rig of one of our mor e inhospitable locations, replacing old
cable for new.
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WELCOME AND FAREWELL

The Tp has been very busy over the past 3 months with the
newly posted in SSgt(FofS) Mar chant and SSgt(YofS) Codack
making their mark. New maintenance schedules have been set
and the Techs and Mechs have been cross training to ensure the
Tp can meet its tasks with reduced manning and increased
activity. During one of the numerous additional tasks, Cpl Potts
inspected cabling that was pr eviously outside the maintenance
schedule to find most of it was just held together by lime scale,
with water being the new copper! How did the kit ever work? As
jobs came in for equipment to be r epaired or rectified, our
resident Mech, LCpl Kidd has been tasked on numerous
occasions to deploy and r ectify faults, he always seems to come
back well tanned though (apparently golf clubs are issued as part
of the Mech toolkit).

Cpl Wayne Jor dan is getting posted and has the mammoth task
of passing on his vast knowledge of Cougar to Cpl Matt

Richar ds who is having a hard time adjusting to work after
suffering withdrawal symptoms fr om playing cricket all season.

SLIEVE DONARD - by Cpl Potts

In July the Tp, conducted a day’ s hill walking to clean the plaque

dedicated to Sgt Carl Stevenson killed by lightning while walking
in the Mourne Mountains. The walk took place at Slieve Donard

which is the highest mountain in Norther n Ireland at 852m and is
located next to the town of Newcastle.

Twelve members of the Tp consisting SSgt Renforth , Sgt Budd ,
Sgt Haywar d, Sgt Rouchy , Cpl Bibby , Cpl Jor dan, Cpl
Milevsky , Cpl Moorhead , Cpl Potts , Cpl Richar ds, LCpl Knight
and LCpl Lyness took part. The day started at around 0815hrs
where we made the trip to Newcastle to begin our ascent up the
mountain. Initially as we began our walk the weather looked as
though it would be good and we would have a very pleasurable
day however Northern Ireland maintained its usual love of rain
and we encountered a few fairly wet spells while climbing. The
day itself was fairly uneventful with everyone making it up the first
large climb of steps in good time, only to encounter a hoar d of
hungry mosquitoes that quickly became annoying as we stopped
to eat our lunch, resulting in many simply carrying on to the top
just to escape being eaten.

On arrival at the summit the weather had definitely taken a turn
for the worse and there was plenty of rain and strong winds
which resulted in many people attempting to get out of the
weather briefly by taking shelter behind the Mour ne Wall. Once
we had cleaned the plaque and the surrounding area we started
to make the descent back down the far side of the mountain
towards the sea. Thankfully the trip back down was quiet and

the weather once again picked up as we got lower. On our arrival
at Bloody Bridge, the transport was waiting to take us for well
deserved refreshments before our return trip to camp.
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Sgt Hayward, LCpl Knight, Cpl Moorhead, Cpl Potts, LCpl

Lyness, Cpl Jordan, Cpl Bibby, Cpl Richards at Sgt Carl
Stevenson’s memorial on Slieve Donard

)

Vi THE WIRE, DECEMBER2009
2

dghes

OPS SUPPORT TROOP — THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE

In June a mixed contingent of military and civilian personnel
represented 243 Sig Sgn on the arduous Three Peaks Challenge.
The event was organised in aid of the Army Benevolent Fund and
Children’s Chance, a local charity based in Salisbury.

Capt Daz Evans selected June to give the team the best
opportunity of good weather and longer daylight hours, though
predictably, we all got our money’s worth out of our Gor e-Tex and
waterproof gear. The team consisted of WO2(SSM) John
Manley , WO2(FofS (1S))Yvonne Austin , SSgt Ber nie Lovick ,
SSgt(FofS) Louis Cleary with fantastic admin support fr om Sgt
Martin Campbell , Sgt Craig Law , Sgt Des Simpson and Sig
Gav Ackrill .

The event was a success with all members who took part
successfully completing the walk and in doing so raising over
£2200 for the nominated charities.

EXERCISE BRUNO BREAKOUT

September saw the opportunity for a mixed Sgn contingent to
participate in Ex BRUNO BREAKOUT, an adventure training ex on
the Pembrokeshire coast. Under the wise eye of the organiser,
Sgt Craig Law , all troops had the chance to take part in activities
which provided some well deserved downtime. The coastal walk
allowed LCpl Matty Evans to release his inner child, scrambling
around rock pools whilst angry crab hunting and jellyfish
prodding.

Everyone got the chance to experience something new on the
rock climbing day with an intr oduction to ‘weaselling’; the science
of fitting thr ough holes that are smaller than your body. Cpl
Lawr ence led from the front by trying to fit the ‘holiday weight’
that he’s been carrying since Christmas '98 through a rather
ambitious passage. The go-karting inspir ed some fierce
competition with a whole range of ‘driving skills’ on display . Sgt
Nick Budd came home first after showing some real
ingenuity/illegality in the final lap. However, the star of the week
for pure comic effect was to be seen on the kayaking, Sgt
Simpson , the aptly named submersible Sgt, demonstrated to all
that he naturally belongs below the waterline although to the
onlooker, his capsize drills looked more like a shark attack. All
who were fortunate enough to be in his syndicate owe him a big
thank you for the morale boost. In all, the ex was a well planned
and well executed week out of mainstr eam work, providing
everyone who took part with the time-out r equired to tackle the
year ahead.

LCpl Evans and Sig Meredith limbering up for a good soaking

17



251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj A Crapper
SSM WO2(SSM) Gronn

The Sgn’s summer calendar has been packed this year with
events ranging from ceremonial duties, to testing battle camps
to family fun days out. There has been one common factor
though, the rain! Yes, it has definitely been an exceptionally wet
summer, but despite this our sense of achievement and
enjoyment hasn’t been dampened.

July saw us join the rest of the Regt in Dartmoor for the annual
battle camp, an entertaining fortnight of ranges, exs and
competitions. This proved to be a testing time for all, with
military and field skills being dusted of f and practised, all in the
face of the horrible weather — conditions that ar e so commonly
seen in Dartmoor. The weather was quite exceptional (in a
negative sense) during the CQO’s Patrol Competition, with every
soldier being given first class experience of navigating in storm
like conditions.

Over the summer period, 638 (London) Tp have been
participating in much mor e civilised activates whilst providing
comms support to the Queen’ s Garden Parties. This is a busy

and high profile role which sees them hobnobbing with the gr eat
and the good of British politics on the lawns of Buckingham
Palace.

In addition to all this Capt Alice Curtis and SSgt Daz Margle
were tasked with organising the 10 Sig Regt Families’ Day out
and having chosen Longleat Safari Park as a good location,
over 200 members of the Regt enjoyed a fun packed day out of
the office. Everyone got the chance to watch the monkeys, the
lions wrestling and despite instructions that adults wer en’t
allowed on the children’s funfair rides, the Sqn OC, Maj Alun
Crapper , was spotted taking a ride on the tea cups!

And if we couldn’t fit anymore in members of the Sqn decided
to do a little charity work during their summer leave, Capt Alice
Curtis cycling 900 miles from John O’Groats to Land’s End, Cpl
Jimmy Pr oud cycling London to Paris in just 4 days and LCpl
Dan Pearce completed the 3 Peaks Challenge — cycling over
700 miles and climbing all 3 peaks in between! All 3 raised
several thousand pounds for their respective charities.

Finally the Sqgn is losing its longest serving member, Mrs Mavis
Jarvis , the admin clerk, who is retiring from the Civil Service to
some well earned peace and quiet! Many thanks and good luck
for the future from all in 251 Sig Sqgn.

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT
(ELECTRONIC W ARFARE)
HAVERFORDWEST

CcO Lt Col TJ Carmichael
RSM WO1(RSM) G Topps

223 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj A Bowman
SSM WO2(SSM) R Howe

FIRST MAN FROM 223 SIG SQN (EW) TO DEPLOY ON THE
GROUND - by Sgt Jennings

As 223 Sig Sgn have now integrated firmly into Camp Bastion
and indeed Op HERRICK life, it was only a matter of time before
one of us had to go out and do some work and fortunately the
first op fell to me. | was war ned off for an op with the Mobile
Operations Group (MOG), in support of a very large Combat

Sgn. It should be noted that V ikings are not the most IED-proof
vehicles we own. The idea was to get up north to a laager,
secure the AO that the CLP was moving through and then spend
2 days on Counter-IED ops. We would then return to Bastion for
tea and medals... Sounds easy enough | suppose... How wrong
could | have been?

Upon arrival in the AO we had an IED strike and a number of
small arms attacks, but eventually we got into location on time.
The LEWT operated extremely well and alongside the Joint
Tactical Air Controller and DESERT HAWK crew (to be known as
the ‘Air-fix’ lot), we had a very successful start to the op. During
the quiet times (there where many), we amused ourselves by
fighting for every inch of shade in and around the Vikings and
reading the same NUTS magazine over and over again. LCpl
‘Trigger’ Martin  from 245 Sig Sqn who accompanied me on the

Logistics Patrol (CLP) going
to the Musa Qaleh District
Centre.

Historically, the CLP
generally gets smashed with
small arms fire and the
occasional improvised
explosive device (IED). Our
mission was to disrupt
enemy activities within the
area of operations (AO) to
allow safe passage for the
CLP. As the first ever soldier
to deploy from 233 Sig Sqn,
| felt very privileged to
deploy on the op but after
hearing the OC’s Scheme of
Manoeuvre, my enthusiasm
began to wane slightly. I'll
be the first to admit a small
amount of fear began to
creep in.

| was to deploy with 2 RTR,
who are the local Viking-

'.r'-:ﬁ. B

= op, briefed me up on the
importance of burying
shallow turds deeper. |

"| also read almost an entire
book, and some of the 2
RTR lads did an excellent
| job of cooking for
everyone using a 10-man
ration pack, ammo tin and
Hexi stove.

As we predicted, the CLP
was held up in Musa
Qaleh, which meant
minimising on the amount
of water we were able to
consume and we were

| reduced to one MRE

" (Meal Ready to Eat) a day
-| Eventually me moved out
of the area and headed
south back to Camp
Bastion. The op was
deemed a success and
the CLP were more than
grateful for the support

mounted Force Protection
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Sig Lundie and LCpl Davies on patrol in the Babaji area

provided by the MOG.
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226 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj B Fitch
SSM WO2(SSM) D Mor decai

EXERCISE ASTERIX ASCENT 28 AUGUST — 13 SEPTEMBER
- by LCpl DG Rennie

The aim of the expedition, Ex ASTERIX ASCENT was to conduct
Alpine mountaineering, including a possible ascent of Mont
Blanc, along with rock climbing, mountain biking and white-water
rafting.

We all met at 0800hrs on Friday morning to start the long drive to
the south of France from South Wales — some 23 hours. A
mostly uneventful journey took us to Dover, where we caught the
ferry to Calais, and onwards to Les Contamines, just outside
Chamonix Mont Blanc, arriving at 0700hrs the following mor ning.
We then unpacked and got some much needed r est.

The next day we began rock climbing, working towar ds getting
our rock climbing pr oficiency (RCP) award. Starting on small
climbs, we built our confidence up as the weeks pr ogressed,
enabling us to tackle the tougher r outes around the area. We
were also taught how to “lead” a climb, which involves climbing
without a top rope as a safety net. It was definitely a strange and
frightening experience at first, but after a few climbs, it came
naturally to us. Shortly after, we all started feeling like pro’s, so
much so, that the local climbing shop was soon visited wher e we
all spent a fair part of our wages on new “Gucci” climbing gear ,
probably now never to be wor n again.

Once we had conducted a few days climbing, the gr oup was split
into two, with one gr oup completing their RCP and the other
group getting ready to do a spot of alpine mountaineering. Our
trek would take 3 days in total and take us to a height of 10500ft.
We left at 1000hrs, stopping of f for a short break at the “Refuge
Tré la Téte” before heading onto the glacier itself. The ascent
was physically and mentally demanding due to the loose stones
sprinkled over the ice and the lack of a sense of scale due to the
size of our surroundings. Something that looked a 10 minute
walk away would take up to an hour, so it was heads down all the
way until we arrived at “The Ladders”.

We arrived at the base of a sheer cliff face, around 100m (330ft)
high, with no obvious way of getting up, until the QMSI ‘Teddy
Boy’ Leece pointed out the ladders bolted to the side of it. W e
thought he was joking and started laughing, but when he started
climbing we realised he was serious. There wasn’t just one
ladder running all the way up, as one ladder ended, we had to
reach across to the next one and continue upwar ds, and the fact
that there were people coming down at the same time made it
very “interesting”. This was the most testing part of the ascent
and the part where people were wishing they’'d upped their life
insurance by a few points, I'm sure. Once the top was reached,
sighs of relief were exchanged and on we went, eventually
reaching our final destination of the “Refuge des Conscrits”.
Here we rested, ate dinner, played a game of French Monopoly
(where luckily we had a French speaker with us to sort out the
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“community chest” and “chance” car ds) and got our heads down
ready for glacier training the next day.

A breathtaking view of the Alps during Ex ASTERIX ASCENT

The following morning involved another ascent up to the start of
the glacier, and as it was summer and it had receded quite a lot,
it was quite a distance away. Once at the start of it, we wer e split
into rope groups and had a lesson on crampons, safety
harnesses, safety ropes, and what to do if one of us should fall
down a crevasse. This last point was put into practice soon,
once we had found a suitably deep cr evasse where you couldn’t
see the bottom and when a willing volunteer would walk of f the
edge of it. In typical army fashion, no one put their hands up, so
it was delegated to LCpl ‘W oody’ W ood from my rope group.
Off he went (with much screaming) and then, as instructed, LCpl
Young and | fell to our stomachs, dug our crampons and ice axes
into the ice and held on for Woody’s life. We managed to extract
him safely, eventually! Later on we returned to the Refuge where
it was the same routine as the night before, with rest, food,
French Monopoly and sleep.

R ":! '_*.J." ‘ \
Extraction from a crevasse during Ex ASTERIX ASCENT

It was an early start the next morning. We left following the same
route to the glacier, with a plan of reaching the summit of the
“Dome de Miage”. A few hours of glacier climbing followed with
everyone being a bit edgy about falling down a cr evasse, but it
passed without incident. Once we wer e near the top, some of us
really started feeling the effects of the altitude, with loss of br eath
mainly, but | started getting spontaneous nosebleeds, which was
all a bit strange. The weather began closing in quickly and by the
time we reached a particularly large crevasse, there was a full on
blizzard with visibility gr eatly reduced. Unable to find a suitable
crossing point and with the weather getting worse by the minute,
the decision was made to tur n back. We descended for about
half an hour, and then were told to get the snow shelters out, so
we sat huddled in them for around half an hour before returning
to the Refuge. Here we had lunch, about an hour’s rest and then
set off again for the descent to the bottom. Since the ascent,
everyone had been dreading going back down the ladders, and
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with good reason too, as it had just been raining a few hours
before and the weather was particularly windy that day . However
we all made it down safely and eventually recovered all the way
back to Les Contamines.

Over the next few days, the second group went up the glacier,
and after hearing our horror stories I'm glad | was in the first
group, ignorant of the dangers ahead. We continued on with the
RCP phase of the trip, with everyone eventually achieving the
award in the last few days. On the Saturday, with the kit all
packed and ready to go, we left Les Contamines to begin the 23
hour slog back to South Wales. Au revoir France! The ex was
very much enjoyed by everyone there, and I'm sure everyone
would like to thank QMSI Leece , Capt White and WO2 Giriffiths
for helping to make it all happen.

SUPPORT TO EXERCISE DRAGONS TALON 12
- by LCpl Jones

Ex DRAGONS TALON 12 was a confirmatory ex for the next sqn
to be deployed to Afghanistan, 237 Sig Sqn. This being the first
regimental ex for me, it was a good stepping stone for my car eer.
The Sgn | belong to, 226 Sig Sqn was giving supporting
manpower and playing enemy. | was allocated to a Medium EW
Team for the ex, run by a very well trained and confident det
comd. This was the first time | had worked on an Odette

platform and | had no idea what was expected of me.

Once we got to Salisbury Plain, we checked the equipment to
make sure it would all be working. | was then taught by my det
comd how to set up and operate the equipment. W e then got
taught more trade skills that we would need, including voice
procedure, how to set up and use HF equipment efficiently, the
running and maintenance of generators (Scorpion and lightweight
field generator) and many more. Most of the subjects that they
taught were more of a refresher for me from when | completed
the comms systems operator course at Blandfor d camp, but they
were still handy.

Eight people were to be allocated to my platform to ensur e high
quality operating. This would include 2 comms systems operators
to communicate with other dets and HQ, 4 EW Systems
Operators to intercept the transmissions that wer e being played
by the enemy, 1 Analyst to analyse the work and feed it into an
intelligence picture and 1 technician to fix the kit if it would not
work. When we deployed onto the ex, ther e were a lot of
problems with much of the det’ s kit. It slowed down the pace at
which operators could work, but the technicians soon sorted out
the problem to get the ex in full swing. The det comd then sorted
us out into 8 hour shifts so that the personnel could get plenty of
rest and work to the best of their ability . This was good because
this gave me a chance to train physically for my upcoming course
straight after the ex. Once it was in full swing, the ex was quite
successful and there was a lot of intercept from all of the dets.
The weather was also very good on Salisbury Plain and it did not

rain once, which is a big difference to the Regt's home in Brawdy.

All'in all it was a good ex with a lot lear nt, a lot of giggles and
good trade training. Well done lads and ladies.

PLAYING ENEMY FOR EXERCISE DRAGONS TALON 12
- by Sig Hunter

Ex DRAGONS TALON 12 was a Regimental ex which took place
to teach and test 237 Sig Sgn which is training to go on a tour of
duty. While on the ex | worked under YofS Brooke and it was
our job to transmit a series of serials over the net. Each day our
team was split up into a mor ning and evening shift and we were
then paired off to a det. Each pair was made up of a radio
operator and a driver electrician. We would receive a daily brief
from YofS Brooke and would be given a list of serials for us to
send over our shift period. Once we wer e ready we would drive
out to a grid location for our first serial and once we wer e there
we would transmit over a set frequency laid down on the serial.
We would carry on doing this thr ough our shift. We were also
given extra tasks while out on the ground. Once finished our shift
we would then go back to camp, washdown our vehicles and
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swap over with the next shift and we would then be knocked of f
until our next shift the following day .

It was a very good ex and 237 Sig Sgn achieved a lot, and the
experience will help them for their upcoming deployment to
Afghanistan in March 2010.

237 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj W Holbr ook
SSM WO2(SSM) M Fairclough

EXERCISE DRAGONS TALON 12: OUR PROVING GROUND
— by LCpl Woodland

Ex DRAGONS TALON 12 was the proving ground for 237 Sig Sgn
before our forthcoming deployment on Op HERRICK 12 in Mar ch
2010. The ex was broken into 2 different stages: first a week at
Westdown Camp at Salisbury Plain, then heading out on to the
plain itself for a further 2 weeks.

The ex began on a Monday morning with the whole Regt lined up
in 7 different vehicle packets ready to drive the 185 miles from
Brawdy to Wiltshire, which is no easy task when the fastest that
you can travel is 40mph because of the trailers being towed!

After what felt like the drive from hell, we finally arrived at
Westdown Camp to find that we had had only 2 br eakdowns —
one about 20 miles out of the Regt and the other at the foot of
the hill outside Westdown Camp, only about 200m fr om our
destination!

After settling into barracks which wouldn’ t have looked out of
place in the film “The Great Escape” we learnt that we were going
to be conducting a series of P ACEXs to sharpen our skills and to
iron out any of our platforms’ niggling little faults which ar e
described as numerous at best. The PACEX also included
refreshers in Voice Procedure, Search and Intercepting, Antennas
and Propagation, as well as being tasked with our r oles and what
we would be doing whilst on the main ex.

The main ex phase was going to take place with 4 Medium
Electronic Warfare Troop (MEWT) platforms and 5 Light
Electronic Warfare Troop (LEWT) platforms being deployed to the
training area. The MEWTS trundled off consisting of 3 heavily
packed vehicles and 3 very crammed trailers, whilst the LEWTs
shouldered their bergens containing all of their own personal gear,
an HF radio, a complete EW system spread throughout the team,
as well as enough food, water and batteries to last 72 hours.

A Medium EW Team on Ex DRAGONS TALON 12

After arriving at our MEWT location in the early morning, we
started to set up and wer e soon conducting our r equired role:
searching for the enemy — this time cunningly played by 226 Sig
Sqgn. Following a successful first day and after a good bedding-in
time for the equipment, we wer e tasked to move to a new
location and set up again; so down came all the masts and the
tents and once again everything was very carefully packed away.
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A Light EW Team on Ex DRAGONS TALON 12

Upon arriving at our new location we immediately set our
technician to work r epairing a few more nagging problems
created by moving the overly sensitive beast that is our
equipment. Thankfully our tech, LCpl Tyler, performed
magnificently at repairing and readying the behemoth, and as we
were on top of Sidbury Hill with a commanding view of the plain it
allowed us to really get stuck in.

After some serious midnight oil bur ning, we were told that we
would not be moving location as we wer e providing a great deal
of intercept and intelligence. So there we were on top of a sun-
drenched hill in the middle of September for 2 weeks — it could
have been worse!

For some people the ex was their first since arriving at the Regt
and for others it was their first since leaving trade training. While
daunting at first, these individuals managed well and soon fell

into the working routine. Our crew quickly realised how important
our reports were, which were being passed back to the Bde EW
Coord Cell, who would then disseminate this and act upon it.

As the days moved on, we soon learned how to use the other
platforms to our advantage, using either their manpower or
location to produce timely intercepts and locate the enemy. In
fact we were intercepting and producing so much material that
the cell who had been scripting the ex wer e having to write new
scripts and storylines for us nightly as we had exhausted the pr e-
prepared ones within days!

With the det running like a well oiled machine for over 2 weeks,
we were finally brought to a halt as ENDEX was called. Back in
the briefing room, the CO congratulated us and pr onounced 237
Sig Sqgn ready (in the eyes of the Regt) for Op HERRICK 12.

So after 3 weeks of sun and hard work, feeling justifiably proud of
ourselves, we packed up our vehicles and trailers for the last time
and started the long drive to South W est Wales, and do you know
what we found when we got ther e? Nothing but rain.

EXERCISE LONG LOOK 09 - by LCpl Woodland

Upon our arrival in Sydney, following the longest flight | have ever
done, we were immediately bussed through to Randwick
Barracks where we all spent the night before being told who was
flying when and where. | was one of the lucky ones who were
told that we would be flying down to Brisbane the next day .

Once in Brisbane we were struck by how hot and humid the
atmosphere was. A quick 2 hour drive in a mini bus and we were
at 7 Sig Regt just outside Toowoomba (rumoured to be Australia’s
largest in-land city).

Come Monday, our first day at work, we reported in at 0730hrs
for our first taste of Australian PT — a best effort run round the
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outside of the perimeter of the camp — this is easy | thought after
| set off at a suicidal pace but | soon remembered just how hard
running at altitude and heat can be!

On Friday of the first week | was told that | would be going on ex
the week after and was due to be playing enemy. After a hurried
breakfast, we departed for the ex area so that the personnel of 7
Sig Regt could conduct their Infantry Minor T actics — basically
these are the lowest level of infantry skills they are required to
know to survive in the field. After this ex we wer e all granted a
long weekend stand-down, which also coincided with Easter
weekend, so where else to go other than to Surfers’ Paradise on
the Gold Coast? The only thing to say about this place is
“Awesome” — if you ever get a chance to go, do it. The 5 of us
who went had an amazing time thr ough the nightlife and the
amazing scenery.

Once we had (reluctantly) left Surfers’ Paradise we headed back
to the Regt and back into the swing of work, and | began
prepping for my next ex. In this one, | was going to be going out
in charge of the directing staff for the EW contingent. The ex
turned out to be a Mission Readiness Exercise, much like ours. |
had a brilliant time on this one and was working completely
independently in a Land Cruiser, only reporting for orders in the
Orders Group every evening. | was able to pass on my
experiences from my own time in Afghanistan to the soldiers fr om
the Regt, who are now out in Afghanistan.

Returning to camp | spent a week pr epping before | went back
out on Ex WALKING BEAR, an EW ex designed to teach the new
soldiers in the Sgn the basics of EW. Unfortunately due to some
of the most horrendous weather seen at Greenbank range in
years, the ex quickly turned into a recovery operation when 4 out
of the 6 Land Rovers became stuck in the mud, with one FFR
becoming so deeply entrenched that it ended up r esting solely on
its differentials, with its wheels spinning helplessly! Quick to r eact
with a land winch sourced from 1 Sig Regt were WO2 Phil Berry
(a British Soldier on exchange), LCpl Bielby and myself both on
LONG LOOK — we were quickly dubbed the British Contingent.
We laboriously dragged the Australian vehicles out of the mud
whilst the Australians stood around helplessly — obviously all
those exs on Sennybridge and Otterbur n were not wasted!

After a brief stop in camp, | was given a vehicle and a driver and
told to go and view the Easter n coast of Australia. Following a
lightning stop in Sydney, we headed off to Canberra where we
visited the war museum, which was a very sobering experience
considering that the museum encompasses every war that
Australia has ever been in, from the Boer war right thr ough to
current ops in Afghanistan and Iraq. After Canberra | drove to
Melbourne where | visited the School of Signals, which is similar
to Blandford. A quick stop here and | was doing the long 18 hour
drive back to Toowoomba.
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The War Memorial Wall in Canberra

I returned to 7 Sigs only to be told that | was going back out on

ex — thanks 7 guys. This time however, | was the det comd and
was going out to support the Bde ex, Ex DIAMOND DOLLAR,
which is the forerunner to the Div-level ex. Ex TALISMAN SABRE
After completing this last ex | came back secur e in the knowledge
that I only had 3 weeks remaining of my Australian Adventure.
After spending 2 weeks touring around Sydney and Newcastle, |
am now getting ready to fly back to the UK, hopefully via
Singapore again, and with any luck a longer stopover this time!

245 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj M Crinnion
SSM WO2(SSM) P Jenkinson

RETURN FROM HELMAND - by Cpl Jan ‘Viking’ Aanes

The Regional Battle Group (South) team: Cpl Bumingham, Sig Haxell,
YofS Seaton, Cpl Martin, Cpl Pardoe and LCpl Horne

As Op HERRICK 10 draws to a close for the mighty 245 Sig Sqn,
all the teams slowly made their way back to Camp Bastion for
some well deserved rest and a volleyball competition that LCpl
‘Muzzy’ Musto kindly organised, and which his team also won by
smashing the BRF team 21 — 1 in the final game. Let’s also not
forget SSM Phil Jenkinson who was having the time of his life
ordering all the lads to get haircuts and sidebur ns trimmed to
above the ear.

The Sgn made it through the tour fairly intact, with only a few
minor injuries; the most horrific being Sig Mortimor , who thought
he was going to lose his manhood and Sig Nash who barely
made it after getting the biggest shrapnel wound known to NA TO.

So after a bit of chilling in Bastion, the Sqn made its way to
Cyprus for some compulsory fun. | pr obably speak for the whole
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Sgn when | say that it was an outstanding day. We all turned in
to big kids on the inflatable toys in the sea, with the new OC Sqn,
Maj Crinnion , being one of the biggest kids.

And then the mighty 245 Sig Sqgn are finally home again getting
re-acquainted with family and friends, chilling out and having
some long awaited drill practice with Cpl Paul Levin , but most
importantly getting out on the pop again.

ROSHAN TOWER AND PATROL BASE WISHTAN
- by LCpl ‘G’ Mursell

After spending 3 months at Roshan Tower, | took a couple of
weeks R&R back home, before being sent to Patrol Base (PB)
Wishtan located in Sangin. | was originally there with Cpl John
Gallon who was later replaced by Cpl Emma Gilbert . We
worked out of a room which was literally a toilet next to the Ops
Room, which is ironic seeing as Cpl Gilbert got the ‘D’ and | later
had a touch of the ‘V'. Cpl Gilbert got to keep up with her rugby
skills by playing touch rugby with the lads fr om 2 RIFLES BG
while | improved my infantry skills by stagging on in the sangars
and volunteering for the Quick Reaction Force due to shortages
of manpower. In my time at PB Wishtan | got to work alongside
UKSF who were doing numerous ops and it was impr essive to
see how they work. After a good decompr ession in Cyprus
(including a classic 245 naked bar), it's good to be back and |
now look forward to having a good Post Op Tour Leave, including
a trip with the lads to Las Vegas.

OPERATIONS SQUADRON

ocC Maj M Keech
SSM WO2 (SSM) A Barber

EXERCISE SUPPORT FOR DRAGONS TALON 12
— by LCpl Bispham

Ex DRAGONS TALON 12 was essentially a bad week in Helmand
gone worse; the idyllic rolling hills of Wiltshire playing host to an
enemy rarely seen but constantly communicating intentions and
action. Within hours of crossing the start line, 237 Sig Sqn had
already identified a possible kidnapping cell, a nar co-smuggling
cross-border nexus and government corruption. They had
experienced real-time simulated IED detonations, a small arms
contact and indir ect fire, and, most importantly, they had to
produce accurate predictive intelligence in an area of mixed
atmospherics, misinformation and pr opaganda. Success was
vital. Before the Sqn could earn the right to form up with 4 Mech
Bde and deploy on HERRICK 12 they had to first prove to their
CO, their Regt and to themselves, that they were capable enough
to meet the high demands of op tempo.

The ex itself was a homeostatic wonder. Beating at its heart was
a scripting cell producing a realistic fiction of the curr ent situation
in theatre. A dedicated personnel pool then transmitted these
serials on predetermined frequencies at specified locations. The
various assets that the Sqn possessed in tur n attempted to
intercept these comms — its LEWT teams carrying heavy loads of
man-portable kit, its static dets the normal kit as well as a mixtur e
of foreign and other equipment. All of this information then
underwent secondary analysis in the Bde EW Control Centre
(BEWCC), the brain of the EW body, providing co-or dination of
these assets according to collection r equirements.

Importantly, all of this activity could be assessed to examine the
quality and quantity that each asset was pr oducing, and what the
Sgn was achieving as a whole. With help from the Defence
Science Technology Laboratories, easy-to-understand graphs
could highlight the str engths and weaknesses of all the
component parts. Training and revision could then be tailored
and provided on a daily basis.

Ingeniously, to reflect the reality of Afghanistan and provide
control over the pace of the ex, the Regiment had also
established a mock Bde level “HIGHCON". Her e, an all source J2
cell could add further context to the EW input and r ealign the
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BEWCC if information was not collected or if it was inaccurately
analysed. Additionally, a J3/J5 desk could initiate authentic blue
force ops where EW assets would be useful in an attempt to
outfox scripting, ensuring a healthy, competitive atmospher e
between blue and red forces. A pioneering attempt was also
made at replicating the tasking of EW assets in line with ISTAR
doctrine. Added to this activity was a staf f officer training ex and
a bit of media training.

Recognition must be given to the huge logistic, admin and
combat service support necessary for such activity . The success
of these departments allowed the main focus of the ex to r emain
on 237 Sign Sqgn so that they could achieve their best potential.
The outcome was more than satisfactory. The many high ranking
visitors, intrigued by the ‘or ganic’ complexity of DRAGONS
TALON 12, were all highly impressed. Key, though, was the
confidence that 237 had gained in their equipment and in their
own skills.

THE ARMY CUP — 14 SIG REGT v 2 PARA ON 7 OCTOBER 09
- by Sgt J Yuill

A full squad of 18 players turned up for the Regt, and the
opposition wer e also well and truly prepared as they had travelled
across from Colchester the day before. Both teams were out
early on the windswept pitch to pr epare and to familiarise
themselves with the Brawdy “br eeze” (a nice strong westerly, just
for a change). The referee, all 9 stone of him, looked as if he
might get blown away in the br eeze.

14 Sig Regt (EW) kicked off the match, shooting downhill, but
were quickly pegged back by the mor e physically imposing 2
PARA. It could be argued that the 14 Sig Regt (EW) players were
showing the Paras too much respect. 2 PARA quickly went 2 — 0
up due to some good movement of f the ball and an unfortunate
defensive mix up. But chances were coming at the other end too
and, with 5 mins left in the half, a penalty was awar ded to the
Regt after what the referee thought was a push. Colin Steers
converted, and at the half, it was 2 — 1 to 2 PARA.

We came out invigorated in the second half, using our gr eater
nimbleness and speed to better ef fect. Basically, we were mostly
smaller than them! However, a fine move by 2 PARA finished in
another goal. Then minutes later, at the other end, Colin Steers
slotted again, leaving the match going into the last 20 mins at 3 —
2 to 2 PARA. Both teams were tiring in the breeze (a gale in any
other part of the country), and chances came and went as
mistakes were made. We were pushing on to grab the equaliser,
when in the last 5 minutes, 2 PARA scored from a classic counter
attack, and that was how the game ended, 4 —2to 2 PARA

Considering it was the Regt’s first competitive game of the
season, heads were held high afterwards, as were 2 PARA’s, who
sampled the delights of the local nightlife and particularly the
special local drinks that are available in this part of the world. All
in all, it was a good, hard, competitive game and fought in the
right spirit.

14 Sig Regt (EW) cross in their move on the 2 PARA goal
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HELP FOR HEROES - by Cpl A Dale

On a warm sunny morning in May, members of 14 Sig Regt and
the local community met outside Morrisons supermarket in
Haverfordwest. The focus of the day was fundraising for ‘Help
for Heroes’. For the next few hours we sold home-made cakes,
coffees and teas to battle-weary shoppers. This event raised a
total of just over £2000 and highlighted the r elatively small
knowledge people had of the charity in this area. Having been
approached numerous times during the day to attend other
events, | decided to volunteer to be the county coor dinator for the
charity. Since that auspicious day, my team of volunteers,
including SSgt Whale and Cpl Walters , also from Ops Sqgn, plus
members of the local TA Regt and a select band of intrepid
civilians have attended an average of 4 events a month. Events
have included school fetes, cof fee mornings and fun parks, plus
ceremonies for accepting cheques on behalf of ‘Help For Her oes’
from other events run by people thr oughout Pembrokeshire. Up
to the point of writing, over £8000 has been raised by us for this
worthwhile charity.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc Maj C Kidd
SSM WO2(SSM) M Collins

SQUADRON MATTS WEEK - by Sig Williams

On 14 September, all personnel from Sp Sqn departed for
Westdown Camp, knowing full well that this week was MA TTs
Week, i.e. the week which nobody wants to do, but it has to be
done.

After the initial arrival and having a good night’s sleep, we were
woken with the early rise and shine call from the Sqn PTI, LCpl
Jones. We were all ready for the day’s activities. We were split
down into 2 groups, the first group off to do CBRN Theory and
the other group participating in First Aid. | found myself on
CBRN first of all and everyone was really switched on and up for
it. After a full decontamination drill, the OC, Maj Kidd , ended up
looking like our very own Casper the friendly ghost.

First Aid had to be by far the most enjoyable part of the day , as
everyone managed to get their hands on the special effects Kkit,
i.e. fake blood. | ended up with a “shrapnel wound” to the r ear
end; “Fancy patching that up for us, Sig Radfor d ?.”

Wednesday brought a full day of FIBUA. This was a chance for
others to experience and get an idea of how to carry out the
correct drills for room clearances and to get their hands on some
of the practice grenades (delight). The final asslt for the day was
executed well with each of the 3 sects getting a chance to clear a
building from top to bottom. The highlight was knowing that all

of the brass was going to be picked up by WO2(SSM) Collins'!
Everyone that day also took part in the confidence course, which
was awesome, as anyone who either had a phobia of heights, the
dark, or enclosed spaces would conquer them her e. My favourite
part was crawling around the sewers, which is no mean feat for a
lad of 6ft 9in.

Thursday was Map Reading Theory and Practical. With everyone
passing the theory part, we wer e then split up into teams of 4 for
the practical assessment. We set off in 5 minute intervals to
follow the route cards to each of the 7 checkpoints, wher e we
were met by Sgt Dunn and Sgt Lea at checkpoint 5 for a quick
test. Unlucky for LCpl Chetah and Sig McCann , Sig Smith and
Sig Maher , who decided to miss out a checkpoint and head
straight towards a Land Rover hoping to catch a lift back to
camp. However, instead, they found themselves staring eye to
eye with the ever friendly SSM who, of course as nice as pie,
decided to give them a present in the form of an extra duty —
“Treat yourself boys.”

On the final day of the MATTs Week, to everyone’s delight, it was

the NBC Practical. Jumping straight into gr oup 1, | was the first
volunteer into the chamber but unknown to me, my r espirator
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was a bit on the small side and so it ended up letting in small
amounts of the CS gas. Fighting back the teary eyes and runny
nose, | soon escaped from the chamber and could sit and watch
the other poor individuals waiting for their tur n. Everyone was
happy to have completed the week on a high and we wer e all
looking forward to a well deserved pint in the NAAFI that night.

3 = L W = Ol T
The confidence course being tackled during Support Sgn MA TTs
Week

EXERCISE DRAGON SADDLE 2009 - by Cpl lan Lyons

A team of soldiers from the Sqn, recently deployed on Ex
DRAGON SADDLE an ambitious charity cycling ride fr om John
O’Groats to Haverfordwest. The 800 mile journey was completed
in just 8 days and raised a mammoth £16,500 for the Christian
Lewis Trust, a children’s cancer charity, and ‘Help For Heroes'.
The cycling team consisted of Capt ‘Taff’ Jolly , WO2(RQMS)
Disley, Sgt Martin Cope , Sgt ‘Bugsy’ Malone , Cpl Gor don
‘Devo’ Tait and Cpl ‘Bradders’ Bradbury . The very much
needed support team consisted of Sgt Phil Dransfield , Sgt
Martin Campbell , LCpl ‘Blaggy’ Blagg and LCpl Marty Allen .

The 14 Sig Regt (EW) team on the road for Ex DRAGON SADDLE

The team had to cope with strong headwinds, rain, mountainous
terrain and bee stings, not to mention the sor e bottoms and the
amusing flatulence problems caused by the intake of isotonic
drinks! Just 16 miles from the finish they hit a patch of oily r oad
causing a 2 bike pile up involving Maj Angus Palmer and the
QM, narrowly avoiding busy traffic. Luckily the only injuries
incurred were a few scrapes and bruises and slightly damaged
prides. However, it does highlight the risks they wer e prepared to
take for a worthwhile cause. Maj Palmer , recently back from the
States, joined the team at Carlisle to provide an experienced
head and plenty of encouragement.

Sgt Cope on air said: “The ride was roughly the same distance

as Land’s End to John O'Groats. We were cycling into
headwinds the entire time and it was quite emotional. We all kept
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going because we knew that it would be worth it in the end.
Morrisons let us put up stands, with members of the support
team doing a collection. The staff at Morrisons were fantastic,
often supplying the team with hot food and drinks.” A huge
boost to morale was when we arrived at Telford’s Morrisons,
where we were met by the Bde Comd, Brig Thackray and his
staff, actively shaking the collection pots, with warm smiles and
lots of back slapping.

Initially the team had set a target of £10,000 for the Christian
Lewis Trust but, after overwhelming support which smashed their
original target, and suggestions from the public, they decided to
divide the money equally between the 2 charities.

The ex was declared a crushing success and at the end of the
800 mile event, the team were cheered in by the Lord Mayor and
Sherriff of Haverfordwest, and the CO, plus their friends and
families. It was a fitting end to a physically and mentally
demanding challenge. To read more about their trials and
tribulations, and see the photos, visit the team’ s website at
www.dragonsaddle.com, and it's still not too late to make a
donation.

The team outside Morrisons

ROYAL SIGNALS 7s HOCKEY CUP - by Sig Tubb

On 30 September 09, after enduring 3 weeks of Ex DRAGONS
TALON 12, we departed Westdown Camp to compete at the
Royal Signals 7s Hockey Cup at Aldershot between 30
September and 1 October.

This was my first ever experience at playing hockey and | was
extremely nervous, but there was no time for nerves to kick in
because as soon as we arrived it was straight onto the pitch for a
quick warm up, as we wer e one of the first teams to play! The
first day of the competition was 7-a-side outdoors. | was very
grateful for this as the rain held off long enough for us to get
through the first 3 matches.

We narrowly missed out in our first 2 games but did manage to
hold 22 Sig Regt to a draw, and | even managed to score twice —
not bad for a newcomer to the sport.

By the second day of the tour nament, which was the day of
indoor games, the whole team was feeling the pain of the
previous day’s events, although we did manage to have some
bonding time by applying lots of deep heat to each other . Due to
the lack of teams in our league, we were only able to play 2
games that day. With everybody feeling stiff, we all dug deep
and found the energy to carry on.

Taking part in the tour nament and being part of the 14 Sig Regt
hockey team was a very enjoyable experience. I'm really looking
forward to playing next time and to be able to show of f my newly-
found skills.
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21st SIGNAL REGIMENT (AIR SUPPOR T)
COLERNE

co Lt Col GN Addley
RSM WO1(RSM) McBean

43 (V) SQUADRON ANNUAL CAMP - by LCpl Lye

This year's Annual Camp consisted of trade training and a 4 day
range package based in St Martin’s Plain camp at Folkestone,
while we put our civvy life on hold and became Regular soldiers.

Trade training began almost immediately and we all studied
together to gain either a Class 3 or 2 qualification. Class 2
holders this year also helped as either instructors or assistants to
the main body of the training team. As always, the training each
day was mind melting and it was dif ficult at times to take it on
board but with a training team willing to advise outside of class
room hours, no student was left behind. It wasn’ t only trade
training tests to be got thr ough as we also had MATTS training to
contend with at the end of each day . At times, due to the intense
mental nature of the earlier training, these became an exercise in
trying to stay awake as we went thr ough the all too familiar sight
of Bear Grylls talking about the dangers of drinking too much
alcohol!

My first week however consisted mostly of driving ar ound
Folkestone and Sir John Moore Barracks with a large trailer
behind me, gaining my B plus E licence. This was an interesting,
sometimes stressful state of affairs but thanks to a calm and
humorous instructor and fellow lear ner beside me, a good
learning time was had.

After all that intense first week action, Saturday’s R&R day was
something to look forwar d to. The day itself, despite the time of
year, was gloriously hot and sunny. Day trips to Dover Castle
were enjoyed by a few, while the rest enjoyed a lazy start to the
day with a relaxing breakfast at a nearby Tesco. This also gave
the chance to some with a few sor e heads to ease themselves
into the day. Despite Bear Grylls’ warnings, we all enjoyed a few
drinks as we took a tour of Folkestone’s pubs. More was to come
in the evening but despite our best ef forts to keep a good time
going, the week had taken its toll and it was an early night for
most.

As | was still trying to perfect my B plus E skills on Monday , the
rest of the squad were up on Hythe ranges taking part in a varied
range package that also included range instructors and staf f from
our parent unit 21 Sig Regt. These included the usual WHT, a
‘cheeky’ 2 mile march and shoot as well as a shootings scenario
through a mock up realistic-looking city centr e. For this, | and 3
others got to play the part of the civilian population. With not too
much ham laid on, we went about harassing the ‘ISAF’ tr oops as
they patrolled through the mini-city, replete with sound effects,
battered old cars and dressed up mannequins. Our tactics
included chanting, general abuse and mooning which seemed to
work a treat at distracting the soldiers fr om their task at hand!
And if it didn’t the suicide bomber definitely did. W atching as an
outsider, it was interesting to see how the soldiers reacted in
such extreme settings — quiet one minute, loud bangs and gunfire
the next, and if they could keep it together enough, to extract
from the area. | know | learned a lot and I'm sure those involved
did too.

A Hawaiian themed party marked the end of the annual camp.
Games involving pina colada, coconuts (steady!) and a beach ball
were the order of the night and if that wasn’ t enough, we had a
live band playing a good rocking mix of tunes for all to dance and
jig along too. And with that, camp was all over. As well as 2 new
promotions to announce — well done LCpl Green and Cpl

Cooper —there were also Class 2 and 3 certificates to hand out
as well as an updating of driving licences — yes | did get thr ough
it eventually!

i
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220 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj C Roberts
SSM WO2(SSM) B Baynham

Since the selection of 21 Sig Regt as one of five Campaign Sig
Regts (CSR) fiom across the Corps, 220 Sig Sgn have been
appointed by the CO as the CSR Sqn, due to deploy on Op
HERRICK in 2011 as Helmand ICS Sig Sqgn. This has caused
quite a stir within SHQ as the change of role from Air Support to
CSR will require a complete reorganisation of manpower and
change in direction for everyone. With the Sqgn still very much a
‘ghost town’ due to Golf Tp being on POTL, Hotel Tp deployed
on Op HERRICK 11 and India Tp either deployed in Kenya,
California or undergoing PDT for deployment in February 2010,
the effects of these changes are yet to be felt further down the
chain.

The process of change has already started however, and India Tp
will soon be moving across to 244 Sig Sqn, followed by Hotel Tp
on completion of their tour . This will leave a somewhat large dent
in the Sqn’s manpower but will allow 244 Sig Sqgn to devote
themselves to the AS Comms role and 220 to focus on CSR.
Many decisions are still yet to be made and with the ever rapidly
changing environment of Afghanistan, no plan may survive
contact!

With lots of comings and goings, the last few months have also
provided numerous hellos and goodbyes for everyone too. Maj
‘Charlie’ Roberts has taken over from Maj ‘Bee’ Bryan as the
OC and other arrivals have included 2Lt John Mortimer , SSgt
Jenkins from Sp Sqgn, Sgt Langley , LCpl Stead , LCpl Berry ,
LCpl Routley , LCpl Young and our new Civilian Clk Mr lan
Morris . Goodbyes have seen the departures of Sig Pedley and
LCpl Day, as well as LCpl Price who starts work for a civilian
covert reconnaissance firm in September...best watch out!

GOLF TROORP - by LCpl Stephenson

Lt L Holmstr om
SSgt N Stif f

Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

After a long 6, and for some 7 month tour, the members of Golf
Tp enjoyed a good Tp day out. We travelled to Bristol for a day
of shopping and a meal, befor e departing on a well deserved 4
weeks leave. With all the money saved up burning a hole in
everyone’s pockets, we all had individual plans to get rid of it as
soon as possible. Cpl Shepher d, LCpl Vale, Sig Reynolds and
Sig Cooper all enjoyed relaxing holidays abroad; some bought
new cars and some even managed to save it. Sig Michell was
unfortunate enough to get kicked in the knee by an angry cow
but other than that the Tp r eturned unscathed and fully rested.

We are now getting kit put together for our week of adventur e
training in sunny North Wales. Plans include: kayaking, mountain
walking, mountain biking and white water rafting, after which we’ll
be going on various courses, and putting in mor e leave. We will
also prepare to say goodbye to Sig Harrison , who will be leaving
us for 30 Sig Regt.

HOTEL TROOP

Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Lt A McGrane
SSgt J Attwell

FIRST TIME DEPLOYMENT - by Sig Mulholland
With 20 of us down to deploy on Op HERRICK from Hotel Tp; 2

with a SF Task Force and 1 with JCUFI, Hotel Tp have spent the
past few months pr eparing and we finally departed the UK for
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Afghanistan in late August. For many of those deploying this was
their first op tour and up until now the only idea of what they
could expect was what they had seen in the media. Leading up
to the deployment, admin was the main ef fort, including signing
dets over, kit issues, kit checks, clearing up the stor es and of
course the odd BBQ/night out to have a laugh and help with Tp
bonding before we went our separate ways on a week’s leave
prior to the flight.

For the guys who had done tours befor e, this was all routine and
probably quite boring. However for those deploying for the first
time this was a new and exciting experience. Having completed
RSOI, we quickly moved into the routine of shifts and also
managed to get more down time than expected. Only a week
after arriving, we said our goodbyes to Golf Tp, fr om whom we
took over, and then got stuck in with the task at hand.

Mainly working within Joint Helicopter For ce Afghanistan (JHF(A))
and Joint Aviation Group (JAG), Hotel Tp are responsible for
providing Command Support thr ough Ground to Air, TacSAT and
Instant Messaging comms. Hotel Tp are also required to man 2 x
HLS; one in Lashkar Gar and one in FOB Edinburgh, near Musa
Qual'ah. With rotary aircraft the main source of transport in
theatre, these HLS are very busy, but there is still time for sangar
duties in FOB Edinburgh.

Kandahar was very surprising place, almost city-like. The
amenities are top notch, with numer ous gym facilities,
cookhouses and of course Tim Horton’s. Camp Bastion on the
other hand is very different with the pace of work much mor e
demanding and the general feeling is that you'r e more involved.
As it is early into the tour, some are yet to go to the FOBs but
from the word passed back, it can get a lot busier, although LCpl
Swanson would rather spend the whole tour in FOB Edinbur gh.

Until R&R, working hard and making the most of our time of f is
key. However a change in routine, by getting your photo with a
celebrity is extremely welcomed. So far Ray Winstone, Gary

Lineker and Freddie Flintoff have all visited.

Sigs Rowe and Mulholland with Gary Lineker

However, they’re not quite as easy on the eye as some of the girls
from Nuts Magazine, who we are all keen to see. Fingers crossed!

INDIA TP
Tp Comd 2Lt J Mortimer
Tp SSgt SSgt R Jenkins

NEWS FROM JOINT HELICOPTER FORCE KENY A (JHF(K))
- by Cpl Claughton

Since the reorganisation of the Regt earlier in the year, India Tp

have been in the R1 role (i.e. permanently on 24hrs standby) for
the past 5 months. When the Regt was tasked at short notice to
support Joint Helicopter For ce Kenya (JHF(K)) on Ex GRAND
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PRIX, it was only right that India Tp be tasked. We deployed to
Kenya in late July ane the long journey began on Tuesday 21 July
from Colerne. A team of 10 set off for the airport; 8 CS Ops
from 21 Sig Regt and 2 IS Engrs from 22 Sig Regt, who would
provide the J1/J4 assets to the HQ. The first leg was the drive up
to 1 SCOTS in Edinburgh and having arrived there safely, time
was then our own until an MCCP at 0315hrs. Cpl Campbell and
Cpl Morris decided to use the time to watch the new Harry
Potter movie....an interesting choice! Finally leaving Scotland on
a military flight, we then stopped in Giitersloh and Amster dam
eventually landing in Nairobi late on the Wednesday night.

Thursday morning was spent trying to stay awake thr ough a short
RSOI package at British Army Training Unit Kenya (BATUK). That
afternoon we had our first taste of Kenyan rain, with Sig Potter
admitting he didn’ t bring waterproofs because he didn’t think it
rained in Kenya! Cpl Campbell , Sig Kingston and | signed for 3
FFR vehicles and had a very interesting 3 hr drive up to Nanyuki
Show Ground (NSG).

Tht

Cpl Morris and LCpl Claughton on the equatr

Having now settled into a routine, our main role was to supply
ground to air comms in support of the AAC L ynx. We manned
the ops room using UHF to speak to the Lynx and set up a HF
and VHF CP tent in support of the exercising BG for casevac
cover. There was also a det in the north of the training area at
Archers Post in support of the FARP.

There was plenty to do when not on shift and the r egion housed
some of the best safari parks in the world. So far we have
organised days out at the Mount Kenya Safari Park where we had
a tour of the animal orphanage and had the chance to feed and
stroke cheetahs! After that experience we wanted a true safari,
so organised a night stay at the Sweetwater’s tented
accommodation. We had our own driver and safari vehicle and
spent the day with the roof off, finding as many animals as we
could! We managed to stroke a 4 year old white rhino and a
blind black rhino.....rather car efully!

SUPPORT TP
Tp Comd Capt M Speed
Tp Sgt Sgt Neeve

THE LIFE OF AN ELECTRICIAN - by Sig Bilton

This past year has been a busy time for the electricians of 220
Sig Sgn and for everyone else for that matter. In the last 12
months the team have been deployed on countless exs and
involved with the preparation for op deployments. On the
majority of these exs we will usually deploy one electrician due to
manpower shortages within the Sgn. On the bigger exs, such as
Op HERRICK and TELIC MRXs, that individual has had to work
very hard! Of course once we have everything setup and running,
we normally have the easiest life, with power, heating, kettles, TV,
Xbox and Playstation all set up in the back of the power wagon.
Indeed electricians are usually the envy of most of the lads after
the first 24 hrs of any ex. When not on ex even though we
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appear not to do much, appearances can be deceiving. All the
generators need to be kept serviced and r egularly inspected.
Documentation and the JAMES database all need regularly
updating. We are also busy replacing vehicle and radio batteries
and ensuring the supporting paperwork is up to date and in the
right place. In addition, we ar e also part of the MT, assisting in
the servicing and inspections of the Sqn’ s fleet of vehicles too.
All in all the life of an electrician can be very busy and hard work
although it also has many a perk too!

SUPPORT SQUADRON

oC Maj R Cowan
SSM WO2(SSM) D Brown

The Sqgn goes from strength to strength and is at the heart of life
within the Regt. Support to Regimental activities continues with
soldiers committed to ops, overseas exs and base support. The
Sgn has seen a changeover in staff during the summer and has
also been busy catching up on some well deserved leave. We
collectively congratulate Pte Bruno Kawonga for receiving a JHC
award in the welfare category for his tireless work at the local
primary school.

ENGINEER TROOP

Tp OC WO1(FofS) LD Box
Tp SSgt SSgt M Collins

ISM moved out of their dark hole and migrated acr oss to TM Tp,
both lost their names and became the new Engineer Tp (an
Empire!) There has been one new arrival and many departures
over the summer months. We welcome LCpl Routley fresh from
Blandford, now 220 Sig Sgn. We said goodbye to LCpl Kate
Lawler, Sgt Dave McGuinness and Sgt Stu McClusky to 244
Sig Sgn. Finally we said goodbye to Cpl ‘Sid’ James who has
moved on to 628 Sig Sgn and Cpl ‘P’ Pindeni who has
transferred to QARANC — good luck to them both.

We have a special mention for Cpl ‘Danny T’ Tippen who
achieved the Top Student award on his JCLM course. He is how
thinking of a career in the Infantry! Despite a busy period, the Tp
has still managed to get in some quality training both military and
trade related, as well as supporting charity and sporting events.
Trade training has begun with most of the Tp attending the MCSE
course in Blandford, leaving a few still to go through. Sgt
Osmond has been organising a triathlon in the aid of cancer
research. Finally LCpl Lawler has completed his 10,000 mile
drive to Mongolia in his “pimped out” furry fir e engine, raising a
lot of money for ‘Help for Her oes’ and Christena Noble Children’s
Foundation.

REGIMENTAL MT

Tp OC Capt J Tinnion
MTWO WQO2 DM Macdonald

August has seen the Regimental MT and Generator Bay on a
quiet footing with the majority of the Tp away on summer leave.
We would like to welcome our new arrivals, Cpl Gill and Sig
Zanone from 30 Sig Regt, Sig Hardy from 207 Sig Sqn and Sig
Doyle from 22 Sig Regt. Additionally we welcomed back Cpl
Morris , Sig Singh, Sig Kay, Sig Clayton and Sig Purchase who
have finished Public Duties in London. Congratulations to Cpl
Day and Cpl Halley on their recent marriages and LCpl Jackson
on his selection for promotion to Cpl. Finally, farewell and good
luck to Cpl Halley posted to 22 Sig Regt.

REGIMENTAL LAD

oC Capt S Fulcher
AQMS WO2(AQMS) SO East

The LAD has experienced a relatively busy period over the last 3
months. We have continued to ready vehicles for back loading
(i.e. Pinzgauer) and maintained the Regts vehicle capability in
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support of ops. This has been achieved thr ough a busy leave
period seeing, at various times, the entire LAD taking some well
earned rest.

We have seen the arrival of WO2(AQMS) East and bade farewell
to Cpl Gill, LCpl Edwar ds, LCpl Lock and Cfn Powell . We have
also seen the deployment of Cpl Fuller and Cfn Smith to
Afghanistan and the safe return from Op HERRICK of Cfn
Wilson, who is now enjoying some well deserved rest.

On the sporting and adventur e training front, Sgt Lucas and Cfn
Crocker enjoyed taking part in the 3 Peaks challenge and LCpls
Kelly, Harvey, Whitfield and Cfn Crocker enjoyed a sailing
expedition to Kiel. Sgt Caisley has limped into work after
completing the Great North run for charity.

REGIMENTAL FAMILIES’ DAY - by Sgt DS Rumble

Saturday 5 September was the date set for the first Regimental
Families’ day in several years. The event was planned and
organised by way of a thank you for the continued support given
by all the families of the Regt within Coler ne station. The event
was organised by Capt J Goldsworthy , UWO, and Capt J
Tinnion , 2IC Support Sqgn, with the admin being undertaken by
SSM Robinson and Sgt Ber nie Clifton and a team of happy
helpers.

The blessings of the weather gods where on our side and the
scene was set for a full day’s fun. All the Sgns and depts within
the Regt and a multitude of civilian helpers provided the
attractions at minimal cost to those attending. The welfar e team
gained the support of local businesses in Wiltshir e, who kindly
supplied a vast array of raffle prizes. The Corps Parachute
Display Team kicked the event off with a dramatic entrance into
the arena; the smells of great food enticed people along to the
catering tent which also pr ovided plenty of refreshments to wash
it all down! The stalls were enough to keep every one entertained
from the very tall to the very small and even the family pet had a
chance to show their abilities on the agility course laid on by the
MPGS. Those that attended the day had an enjoyable
experience, which we hope will be repeated and built upon in the
years to come.

MONGOL RALLY 2009 - DRIVING TO MONGOLIA IN A FURR Y
FIRE ENGINE - by LCpl Tom Lawler

It is a problem faced by many a soldier. What worthwhile task
can | do during summer leave? Fortunately for me, | was
approached late last year by 5 other intrepid explorers (read idiot
soldier friends), to participate in the 2009 Mongol Rally . This is an
annual organised charity event which sees teams in totally
inappropriate vehicles depart these shores for Ulaanbaatar, the
capital city of Mongolia.

As the Mongol Rally is an organised event, there are a number of
rules that teams must adhere to. An unwritten rule is that it is not
about completing the 8 (or so) thousand miles, but by attempting
it in an extrovert way and in a manner that raises eyebrows. So
what better way to do it than in a 26 year old Dennis Fir e Engine
with a 10.5 litre Perkins V8 engine, completely covered in fur?
Not only was it the centr e of attention, it was also completely
impractical and a vehicle that no one has ever tried to use to
drive the 8000 miles to Mongolia. Deemed to be of comedy
value, the rule which says vehicles must have an engine size 1.2
litres or less was waived.

Before we left Goodwood Motor Cir cuit in July, we had already
raised £4,000 for charity. We had a tool kit, 4 tyres and a fire
engine user's manual by way of useful items. Less useful items
taken, but would look good in pictur es taken for the folks back
home included: a three piece chesterfield leather suite, a
standard lamp, a string quartet, a piano, lashings of tweed, black
tie, a smoke machine, a portrait of HM Queen Elizabeth I, a
Union Flag and fully functioning sirens and flashing blue lights.
Mechanical knowledge was non-existent... | think you can see
where our priorities lay.
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Twenty nine days after we departed the UK, and a day late, we
arrived in Ulaanbaatar. The fur engine the Mk3A version; less the
back cabin — which was removed while travelling across the
Kazakh Desert to save the ailing suspension, and minus the
exhaust, which fell off after a close encounter with a rogue
boulder in the middle of the Gobi Desert.

The bit between the start and finish was eventful to say the least.
We came under close scrutiny by corrupt police of ficials, not
once or twice, but a total of 28 times; each time we lost countless
western cigarettes and bottles of gin. Explaining to a Kazakh
vehicle mechanic that we needed a new leaf spring suspension
for a 1983 Dennis Fire Engine through the medium of
internationally recognised hand gestures would have made a
good comedy sketch, if it hadn’ t been so important. Fixing a
ruptured fuel tank 200km from the nearest settlement or person in
the middle of the Gobi Desert was at the least character building,
if not incredibly nerve wracking and exhausted all our bodge-job
ideas.

So it was an adventure and a half, and infinitely better than
anything else | have done during summer leave. Should anyone
wish to read the blogs, which wer e written on the move, view
some of the photographs taken or indeed donate to some of the
charities we carried out this adventur e for, feel free to log on to
www .greatballsoffur.com.

ALPHA TROOP
oC Lt C Davidson
Tp SSgt SSgt C Cowley

EXERCISE TIGER GOLDFISH - by LCpl Kate Delauro

Ex TIGER GOLDFISH was a week long adventupus training
sailing expedition that took place in the Solent in September . The
aim was to introduce members of the Regt to sailing and help to
brush up the skills of those who alr eady have qualifications and

to gain more experience.

The expedition began bright and early on a warm Friday in
September when we arrived at the Joint Services Sail Adventure
Sail Training Centre in Gosport. Our first job was to pr ep our boat
“Syrinx’, a Victoria 34ft yacht that we would be calling home for
the next week. We then had mandatory safety briefings and our
safety equipment issued. Concurrently, the Chef Lt Calum
Davidson made a dash for the supermarket to load up on stor es
to feed us on our voyage.

Quir first day of training involved lear ning some basic sail drills
whilst being tied alongside and then on Satur day afternoon with
the light wind in our hair, we set sail heading for Cowes on the
Isle of Wight. The Solent seemed to be busier than the main gate
on Friday afternoon and after some skilled driving by our skipper
Maj Charlie Roberts (emphasised by the mooring drills of other
boats who seemed to crash into each other), we settled in for the
night.

With the Cowes nightlife not pr oving as much of a distraction as
many on board had hoped, everyone was up bright and early on
Sunday and we slipped mooring early so we could practise
‘person’ overboard drills (or ‘princess’ overboar d drills as they
were renamed) that day. The driving of the boat by some of the
crew during the drills was at best summed up as erratic and
worse, comparable to Nelson Piquet Junior’ s efforts in the
Singapore Grand Prix, but everyone passed ‘POB’ drills and it
was onto our berth for that night at L ymington.

As always, sailing is dependent on wind and having had none
and the prospect of even less that day, a decision was taken to
try and find something a little mor e adventurous to inject some
adrenaline into the trip. A day of Mountain Biking thr ough the
New Forrest was settled on. The trails and tracks wer e an
excellent challenge, made only slightly easier with the discovery
of a pleasant place for a lunch stop. That evening was spent
back on board with the Chef du Jour pr oviding an outstanding
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meal and everyone enjoying Sig Gary Smith’ s wine tasting notes
— Keith Floyd would have been proud!

Tuesday saw some drama in Lymington Marina when the lack of
tightly tied knot caused the boat to start floating of f into the
middle of the marina with its cr ewman flapping. A quick lunch
was had in Beaulieu before heading into Gunwharf Quay and
thankfully some wind. The rest of day was spent on practising
jibing and tacking drills with everyone managing to do themselves
credit.

After a quiet night in Portsmouth, Southampton and Ocean
Village beckoned the following day. Departing early to make best
use of the wind and with some slick cr ew drills we were soon
powering along at a massive 4 knots! The skipper decided he
could take a back seat, and let us crack on a pace.

Our final leg was back to JSSTAC Gosport via Gunwharf and we
made the short hop back to Gosport and moor ed up for the last
time. After an improving week another 6 novice crewman have
caught the sailing bug with 2 cr ewmembers enjoying it so much
they are going on to Corps Sail training week in October. Thanks
must go to the Tp OC and Sgt Richie Harris for organising the
trip and Maj Charlie Roberts for skippering so ably. Overall it
was far more than just a week out of the garages and all involved
had a thoroughly enjoyable week.

244 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj P Hale
SSM WO2(SSM) Thomson

Since our last instalment the Sgn has gone through some
dramatic changes, with our role as the Queen’s Guard coming to
a close late July. After a long deserved summer break, the Sgn
has now returned to work and back into r ole of training to provide
air support to the JHC. For some of the Sgn that has not been a
long period to get back up to speed as deployments to Kenya,
Morocco and Califor nia require support from our MAOT crews
and operators. In addition we have seen a few changes in
personnel and we welcome to the Sgn, Capt Gray as 2IC, WO2
Thomson as SSM, SSgt Robinson to B Tp and Sgt Lafferty to
the MT. The future looks busy too, as the Sqn prepares to
increase in size and provide continued support to the JHC on ops
whilst the remainder of the Regt conducts training as a Campaign
Signal Regiment.

MOVEMENT AIR OPERATIONS TEAM (MAOT)

EXERCISE MERLIN VORTEX AT EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA
USA - by Cpl Kirsten Gunn and Sig Luke Haynes

After 30 hrs travelling with a few minor hiccups along the way , we
finally arrived at NAF EI Centro, a US Naval base in the
Californian desert. Our role for the next month was to be the
Mobile Air Operations Team (MAOT) assisting the Merlin
Helicopter Force whilst they conduct pr e-deployment training
before going to
Afghanistan. After a
swift handover from
LCpl Emma Bilsby
and Sig Chris
Pilkington we set
about doing a little
acclimatisation in
the 110°F summer
heat and some
ground
familiarisation which
included advice to
avoid the local
wildlife of Black
Widow spiders and
Californian
Rattlesnakes. After
that it was straight

A make shift desert box
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to work to assist RAF Merlin
pilots in completing their night
flight assessments with under
slung loads (USL). To complete
this task we deployed to
Ocatillo, a disused desert airfield
where we set up 2 desert boxes
(a make shift device made from
an upturned water bottle and
illuminated them with red cylume
— whoever said an operator is
not the most ingenious of
trades!

Obviously the main task of the
MAOT team is to establish and
maintain comms with the
aircraft as they complete any
movements. When and aircraft
is close to the ground, one of the tasks of the MAOT is to ensure
that any USLs are rigged correctly for lifting, and to hook the load
onto the aircraft when required. During this training we were
fortunate to deploy with SAC James Stier the RAF JHC det

On this occasion, a more than dusty job!

photographer, and he managed to
capture some effective
photography.

With the pilots progressing quickly
in the desert environment, the ex
progressed to the next stage,
which for us included convoy
escort drills. It was our
responsibility to provide the Merlin
aircraft with a vehicle convoy
whilst maintaining ground to air
comms. This was quite a
challenging task in the Californian
desert, but Master Sgt Craig
Bampton did a sterling job of
driving like “The Stig” to keep us
close enough to maintain comms
throughout. After completing the
confirmatory ex and being truly cover ed in dust in the desert, the
det has managed to enjoy the NAF EIl Centro facilities, as well as
a trip to Sea World and a visit to USS Midway — an aircraft carrier
stationed in San Diego.
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22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT "
STAFFORD -

CcoO Lt Col S Nesmith
RSM WO1(RSM) Pritchar d

EXERCISE ARRCADE WARRIOR/ARRCADE CHARGER 2009
- by Cpl Mek Gurung

Ex ARRCADE WARRIOR and ARRCADE CHARGER take place
annually in order to support HQ ARRC's ex season. They aim to
improve, develop, and promote a better understanding of the
ARRC's requirements in preparation for future ops. This year Ex
ARRCADE WARRIOR / ARCADE CHARGER took place between
14 — 24 September 09 at the home of 7 and 16 Sig Regts in
Germany. In previous years these Regts both led on this ex in
their support role to HQ ARRC. From 22 Sig Regt, both 248
Gurkha Sig Sgn (GSS) and 217 Sig Sqn were chosen to be the
supporting sgns this time r ound.

The team outside EXCON

During the early hours of Sunday 30 August, 36 members of 248
GSS and 41 from 217 Sig Sqn departed for Germany. The
members from 248 GSS were required to setup the EXCON
location and provide CIS support and overall life support for all
the Staff Officers. The Tp sized det was headed up by Capt
Lokbahadur Gurung QGS, who provided the essential command
lead.
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Arriving late into the evening, we were welcomed by the advance
party, including SQMS, SSgt Hari Gurung , who helped us all
settle into the accommodation that we would be calling home for
the next month. After receiving a brief the next morning from
Capt Matthews , we proceeded in setting up the ex area. This
meant the preparation of all the functions expected in such a high
profile environment, including obligatory barbed wir e. OC 248
GSS, Maj Courage arrived at the site as the final preparations
were undertaken for Brig | Hooper , Comd 1 Sig Bde's visit.

On the 8 September, we were visited by 22 Sig Regt's new CO,
Lt Col S Nesmith and command team. This was the start of a full
and thorough inspection schedule. Throughout the setup the Tp
managed to fill more than 400 sandbags, secure fencing, tentage,
a kitchen build, accommodation and the all important bar . This
was in addition to the backup comms sp in the guise of a
REACHER detachment and MITRAL terminals.

When the Staff Officers finally arrived on 13 September, some 2
weeks after our own arrival, they were welcomed by Maj
Courage . He welcomed them and helped familiarise them to the
ex area. They were then quick to begin playing their r oles in
EXCON of this large multi-national ex. We were also paid an
official visit from Lt Gen ARD Shirr eff CBE, the ARRC Comd.

Lt Gen ARD Shirreff CBE Comd ARRC visiting EXCON
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The exercising Staff Officers completed their work over a 4 day
period, this concluded with a final photograph. This still left the
final close down procedure and to pack up all the previous
weeks’ hard work. Feeling drained, but pleased to have been a
part of the Sgn’s first ARRC ex, this was a proud and significant
achievement for all who deployed. As part of the celebration of
this achievement, we were able to aptly celebrate the 60th
Anniversary of the Queen’s Gurkha Signals. We were able to
share a few important moments r eflecting on the Regt and the
lives of those ex-serving members. After a much needed r ecovery
back to Stafford, the Sqn is already preparing for its next ARRC
ex deployment Ex ARRCADE FUSION in October.

EXERCISE COMBINED ENDEAVOUR 2009
- by SSgt Gagansingh Thapa

Members of 22 Sig Regt alongside attachments fr om 16 Sig Regt
and USSO deployed on Ex COMBINED ENDEA/OUR 09 on 30
August 2009 to Holland. The ex was led by Maj Harrington ,
S0O2 J6 ARRC, with 17 personnel representing the UK team from
22 Sig Regt. After 2 PACEX and admin days in Germany, we
deployed to Zoutcamp, 2 hours drive fr om the base.

Ex COMBINED ENDEA/OUR is a coalition operational comms ex
that brings together appr oximately 40 nations and multi-national
organisations. These include NATO partners, Partnership For
Peace (PFP) nations and Eupbpean non-aligned countries.

COMBINED ENDEA/OUR is currently the largest theatre security
co-operation comms ex in the world. Its main aim is to pr epare
these nations for future missions, develop knowledge sharing
between partners, develop the coalition’ s technical capabilities
and explore any knowledge gaps. It also aims to develop
common tactics and develop coalition op mission policy . This
enables nations to rapidly deploy with inter operable C2
capabilities in support in moments of multinational crisis. It is
sponsored by US European Comd with support fr om the US
Army Europe, US Marine Force and US Air Force Europe. The
Comd of the host nation Lt Col Cox inaugurated the ex on 3
September 2009. All the nations were organised into Regional
Groups (RGs), with the aim of conducting inter operability tests
between specific RGs and later between others.

Every nation organised a theme night, each consisting of a social
night based on a theme of either, national sports, food or drink.
Canada was the first nation to or ganise the theme night and
began with an Ice Hockey tour nament followed by a big
Canadian party. Similarly Holland organised a football
competition with the UK unfortunately losing to Spain in the semi-
finals. On the British/Gurkha theme night, we made a feast of
curry and Aludum, quickly followed by a cultural Kukri dance. A
short speech was given by SSgt Gagan about the Gurkhas and
the cultural history prior to the event finale.

On reconfiguration day, the host nation offered 2 different groups
a chance to visit Amsterdam on a sight seeing tour. It was an
excellent opportunity for us to lear n about the culture and history
of the country. Undoubtedly, those who visited Amsterdam had a
fantastic time.

The ex officially ended on 17 September with a closing cer emony.
US Air Force Brig Gen D Cotton officially declared the ex over by
giving awards to some soldiers for their hard work.

Ex COMBINED ENDEA/OUR was a very successful exercise, and
was a great chance to learn and experience a new working
environment. In addition, ICS interoperability was always
maintained using fundamental human comms between all the
nations.

222 SIGNAL SQUADRON BATTLE CAMP
Over the past few months 222 Sig Sqn has had a very busy time,
with the final Ptarmigan ex, trials of the new Falcon system,

back-loading of all the r emaining radio relays and a Sqgn level
battle camp or two, ther e has been little room for thought.

30

The recent Sgn Battle Camp to Swynnerton went down a storm,
with personnel at every level taking part in and completing all
tasks and missions set down by the Sgn — even Sgt Douglas .
Tasks included such things as an orienteering day, night
navigation, anti-ambush drills, recce patrols and mosquito
evasion, with Sig Devonport leading the team in the art of hide
and seek.

Cpl McLeish, Sgt Steel and the YofS working as hard as ever

Although the Sgn deployed en-mass to Swynnerton, some
stragglers came out later to join in the field craft, people like Cpl
Matzke and LCpl White , with the whole Sqgn there, the final
attack on Swynnerton could take place. Thr oughout the ex
morale was high and everyone enjoyed the week, especially the
mosquitoes in the harbour area. They decided to attack
everything that moved, making a sect of elephant men for the
final attack.

The final attack went without a hitch and even though the
Swynnertonian terrorists fought with everything they had, which
was mainly 1 Land Rover and a few Gurkha looking guys, they
were no match in the end for the awesome power of the mighty
222. Finally the world could sleep again, safe in the knowledge
that all wrongs had been put right.

222 SIGNAL SQUADRON BOMB BURST - by LCpl Freeman

What does a normal day in the life of a soldier consist of? First
works on your vehicle, greasing hinges, making brews for the
seniors? Well not for 222 Sig Sqgn it doesn’t. No, a day for them
consists of test driving a brand new vehicle at a dealership,
singing with a busker in the town hall and even receiving a free
drink at a pub. Don’t believe me? It's true — well at least it was
for one day.

Cpl Turner and Cpl Winters of 222 Sig Sqn decided to plan a
day that tested personnel of 222 Sgn’s leadership and initiative.
The day consisted of a number of tasks including the pr eviously
mentioned, allowing teams to spend the day in Staf ford Town
Centre visiting a number of locations. We were made to answer
specific questions to do with the locations we wer e at as well as
completing a few tasks along the way .

We were given a letter from the CO that explained the day ahead;
along with our ID Cards, Driving Licences and a notebook and
pen. We were split into teams of 3 to 4 and told that the winning
team would receive a day off work — more than enough to create
that competitive str eak don’t you think?

One of the tasks was to receive a free drink from a pub along
with a pictur e of themselves and the barman/barmaid. Cpl
Thwaite , LCpl Furlong and LCpl Prince did just that. After
taking a visit to the British Legion in Staf ford Town Centre, the
Chairman was more than happy to participate in helping the team
complete the task, a pint in each of their hands and some
photographic evidence, they wer e one task down.
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A free pint with the landlord
It seemed the day was a success and many people came back
with amusing stories e.g. Cpl Cragg’ s group who had managed
to convince a random member of the public to sing for them with
his dog, claiming it was a busker. With the evidence collated, the
scores were in and the winners of the event were Cpl Thawite ,
LCpl Furlong and LCpl Prince .

A NEWBIE IN 222 SIGNAL SQUADRON - by Sgt Hankey

After the reconstitution from Afghanistan, the Sgn entered a
period of change, the old hierarchy posted out and the new
posted in. This has brought a new lease of life to us and now
that all feet are firmly under the table, the Sqn tempo is picking
up. With a large majority of the Sqn being of fered extensions to
cover the training for the impending arrival of FALCON there is a
real buzz around the garages. A number have been to
Christchurch to complete the Falcon Implementation T eam (FIT)
training, working alongside the civilian developers to r educe the
number of deficiencies prior to its testing and commissioning
within the Sgn. The kit has now been to numer ous shows and
displays allowing some of the wider Army to get a feel for it.

Many events have been organised since the summer leave, a Sgn
Battle Camp, Leadership Week, Sqn Bomb Burst around Stafford,
a families BBQ organised by Sgt Douglas assisted by Sgt
Bowden and “the lads”. A merry time was had by all, especially
the children. The inflatable asslt course was a hit with most after
a few shandies.

EXERCISE DRAGON SNOWDONIA - by Sig Prasant Thapa

As the old Ptarmigan equipment got back loaded and the new
comms kit arrived, November Tp began pr eparations for
the Sqgn’s adventurous training package. Despite the
hectic workload that most will understand, everyone
eagerly anticipated gaining some new experience and
learning new skills. It helps knowing that we will get to go
on some adventurous training in order to keep us
motivated for the rest of our time.

Organised by November Tp on behalf of the rest of the
Sgn, who were away on ARRCADE exs, this was for some
the first experience since basic training of Army adventur e
training. Some 53 personnel deployed out to deepest,
darkest Wales, otherwise known as Capel Curig. Starting
on 20 September on a chilly Sunday mor ning, the men of
248 Gurkha Sig Sgn were prepared to experience gorge
walking, rock climbing and some hill walking in Snowdonia
National Park. There was also a high ropes course
available to all on a voluntary basis.

On arrival we were greeted by the advance party, including
Lt Wilson Ramsay and Sgt Navinkaji Gurung , who had
organised the trip. After the initial safety briefs and an
introduction to what we would be doing for a week, it was
time to quickly don the walking boots. A quick r eminder of
our navigational skills on the surrounding Welsh hills was
the order for the afternoon. The rest of the week would be
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completed on a rotational basis in 3 groups. As part of the 3rd
group, we had the opportunity to enjoy some r ock climbing and
gorge walking first.

Gorge walking turned out to be clambering on r ocks and hovering
over some cold dark pools of water beneath. This certainly

helped the concentration. Our rock climbing instructors LCpl
Prince and SSgt Sherwin both helped us to learn some great
climbing techniques and we wer e able to utilise some climbing on
both the artificial climbing wall and the nearby Pinnacle Rocks
area. After a thrilling day, literally throwing ourselves off high
places, we were ready for the next day’s hill walking to Carnedd
Llewellyn.

Another early start and we found ourselves climbing in some less
than ideal conditions. Our instructors, SSgt Morris and Cpl
Ranson knew the area extremely well and we guided ourselves to
the top. The weather continued to close in, so it was decided that
the next step should be to head down to the pickup point and
phone ahead for transport. As we tramped down the ridge, we
had our first glimpse of the beauty of the W elsh hillsides and a
fantastic view it was and an extr emely welcome sight. A tiring
and wet but satisfying day was had by all.

The final full day saw us climb Snowdon in much mor e favourable
weather conditions, not that we could see thr ough the cloud at
the top. The improved weather, great views and fun scrambling
meant we enjoyed our evening BBQ all the more. While we were
eating, there was a rock climbing competition between all 3
groups. Some individuals made the artificial wall look easy, and a
lot of fun was had by everyone cheering on the competitors. The
final morning left us with 3 very different activity choices. Some
went hill walking to Tryfan, others went to the high ropes course
and my choice was the kayaking. This was an extremely fun and
enjoyable way to finish off the week.

The whole experience was non-stop but very enjoyable. The
gorge walking in particular was one | would happily suggest to
everyone to experience, at least once. Lastly | would like to
thank the organisers, but in particular Sgt Navinkaji for his
energetic efforts throughout the week. Without his contribution,
the expedition would not have been as successful as it was.

QG SIGNALS GOLF CHARITY DAY

On Saturday 8 August 2009 all QGS Golfers held their Golf
Charity day at Isaac Walton Golf Course, Stafford. A number of
personnel travelled around the UK to support this event. At the
beginning of the event a donation of £501.00 was made by
members of the Isaac Walton club. The event was organised to
raise funds in support of the Regt’s 60th Anniversary in Nepal.

The presentation of the cheque
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THE STAFFORDSHIRE WAY WALK 23 — 25 MAY 09 IN AID OF
KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE, STAFFORD - by Cpl Ranson

Early on the Saturday morning 6 members of Sp Sqn, set of f from
Beacon Barracks; little did they know what the next 3 days would

bring. The plan was to walk the entire 92 mile Staffordshire Way

from Mow Cop in the far north of the county to Kinver Edge in the
south in just 3 days.

When we reached the folly on Mow Cop which we thought was
the start there was no one in sight. Fortunately the start was
eventually found thanks to Cpl Dowling driving round the village
in the Admin Rover. Off we went at a reasonable pace with about
30 miles to do on the first day we would plan to be in Rocester
by sun down. The first high point on our walk was the National
Trust owned Cloud Hill wher e we met Maj Edwar ds, the co-
planner of the event. After a short break, we travelled in the
direction of Rudyard Lake, our next major landmark. Shortly after
the lake there was a checkpoint and a brief stop to r eplenish
water bottles befor e moving off again. The next landmark was
Leek and the flat but sometimes boggy section along the Caldon
canal. Sgt Chilvers got stuck in the mud and could be hear d
shouting expletives along way away. A brief stop for a pub lunch
in Leek and we were all fed and watered. We pushed on through
quaint little villages past Alton Towers and before long we were
nearing our first night's goal. Walking into Rocester past the
huge JCB plant all we could think about was getting some r est.
Arriving at the Rocester School the admin team provided by 217
Sig Sgn had set up camp cots for everyone in the Gymnasium
and dinner was on the hot plate.

Next morning we woke to the sound of a Lone Piper who was
being enjoyed by everyone trying to sleep! We set off with
renewed vigour — after we had found our way out of Rocester!
Our aim today was the longest of the 3 days, a mere 34 miles.
Under the A50 and through Uttoxeter we wer e eating up the miles
before we ‘stumbled’ acr oss a beer festival in Abbots Bromley so
naturally we had to stop for a little light r efreshment. Passing the
Blithfield reservoir and climbing a small ridge, we could see our
goal for the day, Cannock Chase but it was still some miles away .
The villages of Colton and Great Haywood were passed and onto
Shugborough Hall. Crossing the main road we entered the last
few agonizing miles across Cannock Chase in the blazing hot sun
to reach the end point of the day, the Glacial Boulder on the
Chase. When we reached it SSgt Al Morris couldn’t help being
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disappointed because the boulder was rather mor e pebble like
than boulder! The overnight stop was the cadet camp on the
Chase.

The final day and a mere 28 miles to the finish, we set off from
the Chase only to be met in the next village by r einforcements,
Cpl Ranson and Sam the Spaniel. What a last day it was, there
were some very tired people by the end of it. As we appr oached
the finish line we were piped in, some team members were
emotional but most just wanted a lie down!!

My thanks to the team who kept each other going thr oughout, in
particular Cpl Dowling in charge of admin who kept us fed and
watered along the route. Others were SSgt Morris , Sgt Chilvers ,
Cpl Barr ett, LCpl Cox and Cpl Ranson joining us for the last
day with Sam the spaniel. We raised £1415.15p for Katharine
House Hospice at Stafford Hospital which pr ovides free hospice
care services for people faced with an iliness that cannot be
cured. Their aim is to enable patients and close family to live as
fully as possible and make the most of the time that’ s left.

ARMY RECRUITING AND TRAINING COMMENDA TION

On 9 September, Cpl Ward was presented a Director General
Army Recruiting and Training Commendation for his outstanding
contribution to the Initial T raining Group. He was employed as a
sect comd at the ATR Bassingbourn, where his coaching and
mentoring approach to nurturing young r ecruits who were finding
it hard to adapt made him stand out fr om his peers. His
dedication to his role and success in retention rates saw him
recommended by his CO and the Comd Initial Training Group for
the award and he was subsequently selected for the pr estigious
Commendation.

Cpl Ward receiving his Commendation from Maj Gen Berragan,
Director General Army Recruiting and Training

WELCOME AND FAREWELL

217 Sig Sgn welcomes Maj Byfield , SSgt(YofS) Shackleton ,
SSgt Eden, Cpl Davies, Sigs Lotfi and Halley. 222 Sig Sqgn
welcomes 2Lt Pain, SSgt Mc Diarmed from 16 Sig Regt, Sgt
Place from 30 Sig Regt, Sgt Hankey from 12 Mech Bde, Sgt
Steel from 16 AA Bde, Cpl Cole from 7 Sig Regt and Sig Papa
from 7 Sig Bde.

217 Sig Sqgn bids farewell to Maj Abram , SSgt (YofS) Lamb , Sgt
Lloyd, Sgt Taylor, Cpl Binks , LCpl Nelson , LCpl Patterson .
222 Sig Sqgn bids farewell to Lt Smith posted to 10 Sig Regt, Sgt
Podesta out to the big wide world, Sgt Williams , Cpl Hodge
posted to 30 Sig Regt, LCpl Kellet , LCpl Hancock posted to 628
Sig Tp, LCpl Hor nby and Sig Matthews posted to the RDG.
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31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
LONDON

CO Lt Col Simon W alker TD
RSM WO1(RSM) Guy Padfield

Transition day, the day on which 2 (NC) Sig Bde units move to the
new unit saw the end of the Regt as a unit with op capability and
sub-units under comd. After a long and pr oud history the Regt is
now carrying out all necessary activity to disband by 31 Mar ch
2009. Allis not lost however, as the elements of the Regt live on
in different ways. 41 (PLK) Sig Sqgn will be part of 38 Sig Regt
and 56 Sgn now come under 39 Sig Regt. 5 (QOOH) Sqgn and
83 (L) Sgn become troops under 38 Sig Regt and 71 Sig Regt (V)
respectively. The vast majority of TA personnel have found new
posts in the new 2 (NC) Sig Bde structure or elsewhere and will
continue their service. The CO would like to pass on his thanks to
all members of the Regt, past and present for their hard work,
dedication and commitment over the years.

ANNUAL CAMP PHASE 2 HELD 12 — 18 SEPTEMBER 2009
PIRBRIGHT CAMP

As the news of the various Sgn change over dates to their
respective new regts had recently been announced, the 31 Sig
Regt Annual Camp Phase 2 had a tinge of sadness and nostalgia
in the air as Officers and Other Ranks alike converged to endure
a 5-day Bowman overview package at Pirbright Camp.

Old and bold as well as the fresh faced would be seen at NAAFI
breaks or in the cookhouse, sharing long for gotten stories,
including a few P Coy nightmares and near misses in Iraq,
discussing recent events past as well as imparting wise wor ds
and premonitions for the futur e of the Royal Corps of Signals and
the British Army, Regular and Reserves, at lamge.

Bowman System Manager, SSgt Welch oversaw Sgts Hewett
and Still as the lead instructors of the course, both having
recently been to Blandford to learn about the Bowman Platforms
first-hand. By all accounts, these instructors did a sterling job,
although many would find the transition between VHF and HF
(and vice versa) a little taxing, due to the differing program
architectures and interfaces. The general impression was that the
Bowman system and BCIP 5 would indeed deliver on the
promises.

The camp also included daily evening social events, including a
Horse Racing competition, karaoke and a quiz in which the
proximity of the team to the pr ojected screen proved decisive in
winning. Also, there was a high amount of physical exercise
abounding, with many taking advantage of the range r oads and
paths for evening runs, a closely fought impr omptu rugby game
after dinner and a Regimental PTI Circuit session.
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All the Gents looking at the wind surfer, not just the instructor
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On the penultimate day, the Regt descended on Dover Castle and
the coast to take part in a cultural visit and various Wind/W ater
sports, where things got wet and wild. That evening the Of ficers,
SNCOs and ORs all scattered to their respective dinners for fine
food, witty banter and partial sobriety .

Thus ended what may well be the last gathering of 31 Sig Regt —
I wish the members 5, 41, 56 and 83 Sgns, as well as RHQ and
the PSils the very best of luck at their new Regts.

THE CONFEDERATION INTERALLIEE DES OFFICIERS DE
RESERVE (CIOR) 2 — 9 AUGUST IN SOFIA, BULGARIA
- by 2Lt Chris Kong

Founded in 1948 (actually a year before NATO) by the Reserve
Officer Associations of Belgium, France and the Netherlands,
CIOR is now a NATO-affiliated, non-political and non-pr ofit
umbrella organization of member nations’ national r eserve officer
associations, expanded to several committees include; DEFSEC,
CIMIC, Public Affairs, a Military Competition, Partnership for
Peace Committee (PfP), Legal, Languages, Medical committees
and a Young Reserve Officers Committee (YROW).

The Royal Corp of Signals was able to provide Subalterns to the
YROW along with other Corpsmen, Infantry, Naval Officers and
one Royal Marine. The YROW is a think tank allowing Young
Officers from several nations to meet and discuss the annual
theme; this year it was ‘Recruitment and Retention’.

During the day, young officers from the 37 nations represented
discussed and exchanged ideas on their own military systems in
comparison to their counterparts — the most inter esting ideas
coming from the difference between the National Service systems
versus our own Volunteer based system. During the nights the
Young Officers would relax with their delegations and sample the
social side of Bulgaria, often getting to mix with the other
nationals over the national drink and food of choice — rakia and
several platters of cooked meat.

Delegates hard at work

Additionally for 2009, the YROWSs (as we were known) were
required to provide speakers to the main symposium, rather than
the usual briefing note and fading into the backgr ound. By all
accounts, the Symposium pr esentations were a genuine
opportunity for the Y oung Officers to express ideas and suggest
strategies for Senior Officers to take into account.
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NATO in action

Overall, the YROW proved to be a valuable experience for all the
Young Officers present, giving a real and rare opportunity to
experience a pre-deployment NATO interaction with other Officers
and to explore the pros and cons of their various military

systems, as well as providing input to senior policy decisions.

The evening socials were not bad either. With next year's
conference due to be held in Norway, any Subaltern would be
advised to start applying.

83 SUPPORT SQUADRON

ocC Capt Scott Bumby
SSM WQO2 Dave Allan

HELLOS AND FAREWELLS

T day came and went. For the uninitiated this was the day when
comd of Sgns and newly formed Tps was passed to their new
respective Regts. The date for this day was 1 October 2009. On
that day, our Sgn became 831 (London) Sig Tp (V), and we were
pleased on that day to be visited by the New PSAO and NRPS
from 47 (Middlesex Yeomanry) Sig Sqgn (V),Capt Dave Naylor
and SSgt Cheshir e. This day also marked the demise of 31st
(City of London) Signal Regiment (\blunteers) and the inevitable
departure eventually of all the RHQ and Sp Sqn staff, so we say a
fond farewell to all those Regulars going on posting, dischar ge
and all those NRPS and Civilians moving on redundancy: Maj
Eric Warren, Maj Pete Whitehouse , Capt Neil Matthews , Capt
Andy Haines , Capt Gary Jennion , Capt Dave Thomas ,
WO1(RSM) Guy Padfield , WO2(RQMS) Baz Roberts ,
WO2(RAOWO) Alex Wilkie , SSgt Jim Hawker , SSgt(FofS)
Searle, SSgt Duncan Beacher , Sgt Hywel Baker , Sgt Tony
Carrol, Carol, Tash and Paul. Thank you one and all for all your
hard work over all the years you have been involved with 31 Sig
Regt and good bye to all our readers.

NEW BLOOD

Life goes on and at present there are a number of new recruits
going through the phases to become fully fledged members of
831 (L) SigTp (V), currently sweating it out a Pirbright on CMSR
(V). We have Sig Dameon Carr and Sig Smart while undergoing
training at 4 Trg Regt are Sig Pearson and Sig Malcolm . We say
to you all — stick with it.

WHERE TO FIND US IN THE FUTURE
From now on The Wire will be slightly less to read about us and
for those that are part of, or know people in this Sgn, will find us

in The Wire notes for 71 Sig Regt under 47 Sig Sqn. Have a
great future in the TA. Bye.
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5 (QUEENS OWN OXFORDSHIRE HUSSARS) SIGNAL
SQUADRON

ocC Maj CL Murison
SSM WO2(SSM) M Taylor

ARMED FORCES DAY

This ‘Day’ started on Monday 22 June with Capt Jelfs helping
the Mayor of Banbury raise the flag outside the Town Hall. Then
on Saturday 27 June the Sqgn exercised its Freedom and marched
through the streets of Banbury with weapons and bayonets fixed,
the officers with their swords. All the weeks of practice paid of f
with an excellent show by all in the Sqn. The SSM has finally
found his drill voice, the change arms wer e banged out and the
OC managed to do the flourish on the eyes left. The crowds
were also out to receive the Sqn — quite a lump in many of our
throats as Maj Murison called out “5 Queens Own Oxfor dshire
Hussars Signal Squadron by the left, eyes, left”, at which point
the crowds broke out into applause. Her flourish with the swor d
was noted by Brig lan Inshaw who took the salute, as she
narrowly missed the rear man in the band'’s ear!

The event was aptly finished off with a reception in the Town Hall
and a collection of over £1200.00 was raised for the ‘Help for
Heroes’ Charity.

EXERCISE CAPITAL FINALE

Camp this year was in 2 parts. The first in July involved a 4 day
UK Ops scenario training session, based on an oil refinery fire
and the consequences of that incident. The r esult was that all
ranks were tested doing comms in the field and in the ops r oom.
Maj Murison and Capt Cor nick were both tasked with taking
part in video teleconferencing — next time Sky News! The next
phase of camp involved the traditional inter -sqn competition — the
Duchess of Gloucester Cup. This time there were 2 teams and
the results were based on both scores combined — only this was
not known to start with, so ther e was a heavily experienced team,
led by Capt Cor nick and a scratch team of recruits and 3
members from other Sgns led by LCpl Penfold. The OC found
this out and thought ah well we've won it for the last 2 years, not
bad really — oh she of little faith — the scratch team came up
trumps and as a result the Sqn won the cup for the 3r d year
running no mean feet. Finally the last few days were spent
practising for the 100th anniversary parade in Kensington,
London. The whole camp was finished of f in traditional manner
with a large dinner in London.

The second camp in September involved PET training on
Bowman. This was ably arranged by the Sgns SPSI SSgt Welsh
and with a day off to Dover Castle for some culture and
adventure training, a grand way for the Sqn to end its association
with 31 Sig Regt.

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD LUCK WISHES

On the last night with the OC, Maj Murison in charge she
arranged for the final promotions and medals to be awar ded
under her comd they included: pr omotion to LCpl of LCpls
Salmon, Hackfor d and Dean and the award of the VRSM to
SSgt Goodwin and Sgt Milner . These presentations were made
by Col Tim May, the chairman of the Oxfordshire Yeomanry
Association and by Col John Bridgeman the Sgns Hon Col who
as a result of the changes in the Sqgn to 805 (QOOH) Sig Tp was
also saying a fond farewell to the Sqgn.

The Sqgn also wishes Capt David Cor nick, Sig Brown and LCpl
Greenaway the very best following their recent mobilisation for
Op HERRICK

AND FINALLY...
Maj Murison handed over to Lt Cranston as the new Tp Comd

as the Sgn changed into 805 (Queens Own Oxfordshire Hussars)
Sig Tp as a result of the 2 Sig Bde reorganisation.
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32nd (SCOTTISH) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
GLASGOW

CO Lt Col PT Donegan
RSM WOL1 B Thor nton

NEWS FROM RHQ

It has been a busy period for the Regt over the last few months.
Both the CO and Adjt have changed over and what better way to
settle them into the job than a huge restructuring of the Regt! As
many are aware the Royal Signals TA is currently restructuring (on
a rather large scale). The effect that this has had to 32 (Scottish)
Signals Regiment is as follows:

The Regt has lost its “Scottish” title. This is due to the new
widely dispersed sub-units. Sadly the Regt has lost 51 Sig Sqgn,
which has been drawn down to Tp str ength and now comes
under 2 Sig Sqgn, also 52 and 61 Sig Sqns have now merged
forming the new 51 (Scottish) Signal Squadron (V). Both of the
TACs are to remain open with East Kilbride now becoming a Tp
location. With the disbandment of 33, 34 and 40 Sig Regts,
these units have now been drawn down into two Sgns which
come under the 32 Sig Regt banner! It is an exciting time for us
with lots mor e changes ahead. There are going to be some
tough decisions in the near futur e with the current restrictions in
Manpower Training Days, but the more operationally focussed
Regt will have a much greater UK Ops footprint to cover, which

The CO briefing the Regiment on his big plan

There has been recent success at the LECB. WO1(RSM)
Thornton was selected for a commission by the boar d and
WO2(SSM) Poulson has also been successful on the LECB (TA).
Enthusiastic congratulations go out to both of them fr om all
members of the Regt!

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

ocC Maj T McV ey
SSM WO2 K Swan

COMMANDING OFFICER'S CHALLENGE
- by Capt (TOT) Erskine

Part of the CO’s challenge on Annual Camp 2009 was a rather
wild white water rafting experience on the River Findhor n. The 8
mile lower gorge section is one of the fastest flowing rivers in
Scotland with a combined dr op in gradient of 500 feet and with
numerous grade 4 and 5 rapid sections en-r oute.

After receiving a safety brief and some basic instruction, the party
was split into 3 raft teams. The start point was Randolph’ s Leap,
where the sheer rock banks are closest and this provided an
opportunity to get used to the rafts and practise forwar d and
reverse paddle techniques, something that Lt Clif f Giddings
found particularly dif ficult. Somehow he kept paddling in the
opposite direction to the other members of the cr ew which
consisted of Maj lain Davidson , Capt Steve Erskine , Capt
Denish Gandhi with LCpl Colin Mclver being nominated as the
raft Skipper. After squeezing the rafts through Randolph’s Leap,
the members of the Regimental LAD, namely Capt Chris
Mermegan , WO2(AQMS) Tam Davidson and SSgt Dougie
Shakir decided that they should take up the r ear in case of
breakdown and have the
puncture repair kit at the
ready. After negotiating
several sections of the river,
we stopped for a swim test
at the ‘Sidewinder’ section.
Maj Davidson, Capts
Erskine and Ricky
McCartney all managed to
| successfully complete the

| test.

The middle section of the
run required some good

J paddle technique, teamwork
and sheer luck to remain
afloat. The ‘Triple Step’
section proved to be too

Moments before the capsize at the
second hurdle of ‘Triple Step’ with

Capt Ricky McCartney, Sig Jacqui jtficyit for the middle raft

Flanagan, Capt Helen Jephcote hich capsized to everyone's
and Capt Mick Granitza delight.

LA AL)
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The final photograph of 32 (Scottish) Signal Regiment (Molunteers) on Annual Camp 2009
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Everyone had to put their swimming test skills to good use, even
though the instructor had to r etrieve all their paddles.
Unfortunately after the capsize, Sig Jacqui Flanagan had to
receive medical attention to her ankle. She was carried like the
‘Queen of Sheba’ for the remainder of the raft. After negotiating
‘The Slot’ which had a major risk of capsizing into an underwater
tapered crack, we reached the ‘Corkscrew’ for the gorge jump
challenge at 10m and 15m.

Several other teams took part in the CO’s challenge on other
days. When SSM Karen Swan was told to put her paddle into
the water, she asked how far, and on being told ‘all the way’, she
threw it overboard.

51 (HIGHLAND) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj L Smith
SSM WO2 Bur nett

MILITARY TRAINING INVERNESS - by Cpl Davies-Morris

Military training started with SSgt Brown (52) who was our PI
Comd splitting us up into Sects. | was appointed Sect Comd of
3 Sect.

Day 1

This started with an inspection by WO1(RSM) Thornton. Luckily
he was in a good mood and no-one got mar ched off the square.
The rest of the morning was spent improving our foot drill. The
look of horror on SSgt Lee Nichols ' face when we started said it
all really! However after four and a half hours we started to get
things together. To be honest we were not that bad, however we
did improve dramatically. | thought our performance went well;
others might not agree.

Next we were split into 2 groups. One headed to cover BCDT
and the other to the DCCT. SSgt Jacqui Smith instructed BCDT.
We started with no casualties but almost ended up with a few
after practising the three quarter prone position. The DCCT was
excellent; the shoots included an urban and defence scenario.
Everyone enjoyed this part. WO2(SSM) ‘Polly’ Poulson then
ended the day with a kit inspection and a lesson on Ber gen
packing.

S T—

Sig Kean trying to remember how many breaths to compressions
to perform during BLS

Day 2

The day started with dry training in Cameron Barracks; hygiene in
the field, patrolling, harbouring up and duties of a sentry. After
lunch we deployed into the field and camouflaged ourselves and
prepared to patrol the area with the intention of finding a harbour
location. The military training staff gave an excellent
demonstration of harbour drills and r outine, so we knew what to
do and to look for. SSgt Phil Br own and the Sect Comds recced
the area and found a good location for our harbour. We moved in
quietly and set about digging our shell scrapes and pr eparing our
defences. Once settled into our routine, we were informed that
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Comd 2 Sig Bde would be visiting our location. W e finished
digging around 1900hrs just after this the Comd arrived. He
arrived just as the last shell scrape had been completed, almost
as if he had been kept waiting around the corner. This was either
excellent planning or just a coincidence. Although it was dark he
managed to get round and speak to everyone. We were told that
there would be no serials that evening and we foolishly believed
them and settled down for a quiet night! Ther e were a few noises
during the night but after being assur ed by SSgt Nichol nothing
was going to happen, we put them down to the local wildlife.
Unfortunately we couldn’t have been more wrong! SSgt Nichol
and the rest of his Ninjas had managed to sneak into our location
and remove some items. We were woken at 0520hrs by an
attack from the Ninjas! We managed to win the fire fight and the
enemy fled from the engagement. This ended the ex phase.

Day 3

This consisted of 5 stands covering CBRN, BCDT, command
tasks, vehicle recovery and finally a Bergen recovery stand
(stretcher race!). The stands were all excellent and thoroughly
enjoyed. This rounded off a truly excellent 3 days.

52 (LOWLAND) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj | Davidson
SSM WO2 G McCracken

BOWMAN TRAINING - by SSgt (SPSI) Simpson

On Saturday 11 September 2009, Sgt Whyte “the highest paid
button pusher in the Corps” and | left on an amazing jour ney from
East Kilbride TAC to Cameron Barracks, Inverness to embark
upon 2 weeks of teaching the Regt Bowman.

As always the best laid plans don’t survive first contact, SSgt
‘lan’ Devonport was en-route from Corsham with the manpack
and platform plan and 7 VHF manpacks for the training which
was due to start on Sunday. When he arrived in Glasgow at the
TAC the dodgy burger that he had on the way up, took hold and
he was bedded down. So with only 6 VHF manpacks and no
plan, WO2(YofS) ‘Crutches’ Collins and WO2(FofS) Kev Eaves
embarked on a round trip to collect the items fr om Glasgow. So
with half the expected VHF manpacks, no HF manpacks and no
plan to fill the radios, the programme was changed to
accommodate the continuation of training.

The revised Bowman package was prepared and delivered to 35
students. It started at 0800hrs and with the occasional br eak,
lunch and evening meal the training finished at 2000hrs. There
was a look of utter bewilderment on the faces of the students
after a day of Bowman acronyms and handouts. Thankfully by
the end of the 6 day package the students could successfully
start up both the simple har ness and complex fit vehicles and
recite the acronyms for the equipment in the back of the vehicles.
By 1700hrs on Friday 18 September 09, the end of the first 6 day
Bowman package, 35 students which comprised a mixtur e of the
Regiment’s Operators and Technicians had achieved the award of
Bowman Basic Signaller Platform Competency in BCIP 04 F.
Now it was the chance for Sgt Whyte and myself or as the
students nicknamed us by the end the ‘T wo Ronnie’s’ to get the
equipment ready for the next Bowman package which was
starting on Sunday 20 September 09.

The first day of the second 6 day Bowman package started with
30 students, which included some of the Regiment’ s Officers to
get an idea of what this ‘Bowman’ thing was all about, so with
the programme back to how it should be Sgt Whyte and | started
the task of training 26 Operators and Technicians the dark art of
Bowman. Like the initial group they all came out at the end of
the first day with the same look of bewilderment and disbelief.
However not to be outdone by the first gr oup they passed the
final practical assessment with ease and achieved the award of
Bowman Basic Signaller Platform Competency in BCIP 04 F. All
that was left to do was the gr eat task of packing up and
preparing the equipment for return to units.
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Even the Regimental 2IC Maj Dods had to sit the Bowman exam

Needless to say by the time both Sgt Whyte and | left Inverness
we would be glad never to see another Bowman radio or lesson
plan for the foreseeable future! That said the Regt is now well on
track for the changeover from Clansman to Bowman.

SUMMER CHALLENGE OVER VIEW

Ex SUMMER CHALLENGE s one of the most important events in
the recruiting calendar. It takes place annually in Scotland and
attracts upwar ds of 250 recruits who are interested in the TA and
who happen to have a free 7 week period over the summer
holidays. It draws on instructors fr om ITC Catterick, Edinburgh
Regional Training Centre, UOTCs and TA Regts. The admin of
the camp is undertaken by a dif ferent unit each time and this year
it was administered by 71 Engr Regt (Vs). The challenge povides
a perfect training environment to take recruits through what is
commonly known as Phase 1 and 2 training, including an
abbreviated CMSR and Class 3 Trade Training package. Units
also provide Trade Training instructors, GD personnel for camp
guards, driving and administrative duties but most importantly
they provide young Officers as Tp Comds to guide and
administer the soldiers in their Tp. There are of course the usual
MS responsibilities involved prior to the soldier r eturning back to
their unit. It is a ‘challenge’ in itself for the Recruit Teams to get
the new recruits onto Summer Challenge because of the stringent
TRHJ System and processes required to be completed prior to
the event. It truly is a testament to the civilian staf f at units and
the tireless work carried out by them as administrators to get so
many onto the course to make it the success it is today .

SUMMER CHALLENGE - by Sig Robert Kean

| enjoyed my time on Summer Challenge. Although the prospect
of giving up a whole summer seemed daunting, it was most
certainly worthwhile. | learned a great number of new skills,
which | will be able to use in ‘civvy str eet’ as well as within my
unit. For the whole period of Summer Challenge | was excited
and invigorated, and enjoyed learning something new in a
challenging environment. | met a lot of likeminded people during
my training, and the quality of instructors is second to none
(although | obviously cannot speak from a great deal of military
experience). One of the tenets which makes the military so
attractive is the element of team work, the bonds and trust you
have for one another in this sort of environment is very unique. |
have accomplished things | would not have been capable of
before Summer Challenge; | now have a lot more confidence and
self-belief. | look forward to the next challenge in both my civilian
and military career. | will certainly recommend this positive
experience to my other civilian friends.

61 (CITY OF EDINBURGH) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj GP Gaw
SSM WO2 J Poulson

MILITARY CONTINUATION AND DEVELOPMENT TRAINING
- by SSgt (SPSI) Nicol

With the main focus of Annual Camp being Bowman, the RSM
still managed to ‘shoe horn’ a 3 day military training package into
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the training. It was down to the training team and myself to
deliver.

First on the timetable was a spot of drill, which is always good for
the soul (if not the feet!). | was fortunate enough to go and see
the Edinburgh Tattoo a few weeks previous and had some
excellent ideas how | could take them one stage further in their
foot drill. However this all went out the window when | set them
off on a basic march around camp. With the standar d being
below what | had estimated, it was time for a little bit of “* Mark
Time” whilst | gather ed my thoughts and readjusted my plan.
What was lacking in standard was more than made up for with
effort and enthusiasm, and soon everyone had a little smirk on
their faces — even if it was at the uncoordinated talents of certain
members of the squad. These were by no means isolated cases
and Cpl ‘Thunderbir ds’ Br oadley was having difficulty
remembering which was his left and which was his right — See
picture below.
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Army Left, Cpl Broadley

After some fine tuning, they were ready for the drill competition,
which may not have rivalled the ‘Trooping of the Colour’ but
everyone came away with a great sense of achievement, which
didn’t look possible first thing in the mor ning and should now
stand them all in good stead for the Remembrance weekend
activities.

The Troops then moved swiftly on to the DCCT and BCDT
training. The idea behind the DCCT was to introduce them all to
some of the more fun shoots that the facility can pr ovide whilst
improving their marksmanship principles. With a whole Scottish
pound up for stake, the competition shoot was fier cely
competitive with Sig ‘Sniper’ Gallacher proving to be top shot —
if not top at weapon handling — enough said!

It was now time to move onto the field phase of the package, and
after a few PowerPoint lessons and demos on camp it was time
to deploy to Fort George Training Area. The Troops were shown
an example of a Patrol Base harbour location and quickly sent to
the final battle prep area before being given a set of Orders and
setting off to find their own harbour location for the evening. With
their site selected, it was time to start digging their tr enches and
getting into a routine. Cpl ‘JCB’ Lawson is obviously more used
to more comfortable surroundings and decided to dig himself
something that more resembled an Olympic swimming pool than
a trench — it just needed the tiled floor and diving boar d.

With the Harbour location established, tr oops were now well into
the work routine, enjoying the new style army rations. As
darkness fell it was time for the DS to come out and play and try
and sneak past our alert defence. Fortunately Sgt ‘Rob’ Lowe
was awake and stopped the intruders on their first attempt, albeit
using an unconventional challenge procedure “Are you Baddies”
(can't see this catching on with the r est of the British Army).
Somehow the DS did manage to breach our defence and even
managed to help themselves to a couple of weapons — no names
mentioned (Campbell, McMahon ). The DS did however leave
Sig McMahon’ s rifle sling attached to him as a little pr esent for
when he woke up. They then decided to wake the Platoon up
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just before first light with a little bit of Gunfir e — unfortunately not
the alcoholic type associated with Christmas, and Endex was
called shortly afterwards. It was time for a spot of br eakfast
before moving onto the stand based competition.

There were 4 stands for the sections to attempt — BCDT, CBRN,
Vehicle recovery and Command tasks. All the stands wer e
completely different and used to identify who the natural leaders
were within the sections, as well refreshing everyone on some of
these core skills.

With the stands successfully navigated, all wer e greeted by SSgt
Nicol who conducted the brief on the final stand (BURDEN
RETRIENAL) with an eerie ‘Dr Evil’ type grin on his face. The
weather was not what one would normally expect of a
September’s day in Inverness, therefore all personnel had a bit of

a ‘dab on’ befor e even reaching the first burden — The Stretcher.
An empty stretcher didn’t appear that bad, but it was soon
discovered that there were plenty of items to put on the str etcher
during the course of the cir cuit. With a tight cir cuit, overtaking
opportunities wer e few and far between, but that didn’ t stop SSgt
‘Pathfinder’ Br own clearing a way by elbowing the opposition on
the way past. The finish line couldn’t come quickly enough for
most teams as their lungs were about to burst and their arms
about to be pulled out of their sockets. All teams managed to
successfully complete the gruelling cir cuit and even though they
wouldn’t admit it at the time, they all r eally enjoyed it (no really,
they did).

With all the training complete it was time to r eturn to Camp for
some ‘Tea and Medals’ — and possibly a swift half.

35th (SOUTH MIDLAND) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
COVENTRY

Cco Lt Col AJ Clewlow MBE
RSM WO1(RSM) LD Balmforth

MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER

On 28 April 2009 | received the news that 35th (South Midland)
Signal Regiment (Mlunteers) was to be closed. The time for this
was later confirmed as 31 March 2010. During the early summer
the decision was taken to retain 2 of my 5 subunits; 48 (City of
Birmingham) Signal Squadron and 89 (Warwickshire) Signal
Squadron (although it was to be down-sized to a Tp). These 2
sub-units wer e transferred to 37 and 38 Sig Regts on 30
September 2009. The remainder of the Regt will now move
inexorably towards closure on 31 March 2010 with a heavy heart.
It was vital that the closur e of the Regt was conducted with
dignity and in good military or der. Central to that intent was the
need for the Regt to parade for the final time in Birmingham City
Centre in the presence of the Lord Mayor on 26 September 2009
at a Flag Lowering Ceremony.

Later that day, seizing an opportunity which had materialized just
a few months previously, the Regt held a symbolic handover of
48 Sig Sqn on the pitch at Birmingham City FC at half time during
their match against Bolton W anderers between the COs of 35 Sig
Regt and 37 Sig Regt. In addition to the parade, with members
of 48 Sqgn providing an honour guard and with the Corps Pipes
and Drums entertaining the capacity cr owd, the Regt deployed its
soldiers from all Sgns throughout the ground to collect money for
‘Help for Heroes’. With supporters, players and management
contributing, the 3 hours of har d work resulted in a cheque for
£13,997.67 being handed to Sir Michael Parkinson and Bryn
Parry, the co-founder of ‘Help for Her oes’, at a fundraising event
a few days later. The photographs you see capture the mood of
the two events perfectly.

Whes g HTL ) for HETRLIER, sil-ahasgy~

Sir Michael Parkinson and Bryn Parry accept a cheque for the money

raised by 35 Sig Regt for Help For Heroes during the match
at Birmingham City Football Club on 26 September 2009

The Regt has weathered many storms during its 43 years’
existence and will be remembered as a well recruited, well
motivated and professional organisation. The 9 members of the
Regt currently deployed on ops in Afghanistan ar e testament to
the willingness of 35 Sig Regt volunteers to stand up and be
counted during curr ent and previous UK military ops. The Regt's
contribution to the local community in times of need and the
country in times of war will never be for gotten.

Certa Cito!

37th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
REDDITCH

CcO Lt Col AE Per cival
RSM WO1(RSM) CM Ogg

EXERCISE GLOBAL TOTAL 09

Ex GLOBAL TOTAL was conducted over the period 5 — 19
September 09. The training was split into 2 phases; comms and
military training. The ex took place in Kent utilising St Martin’ s
Plain Camp (SMPC) for the main Regt location with areas in and
around the Cinque Ports being used for both comms and military
training.
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The aim of Ex GLOBAL TOTAL was to deliver effective ICS and
core military skills in order to confirm individuals and teams ar e
competent to support UK Ops as soldiers and tradesmen.

PHASE 1 — OP FARRAH 6 — 11 SEPTEMBER 09

The Regt deployed across Kent in sp of the ex scenario and an
Avian Flu Outbreak. As well as having people manning Regt Ops
and the Comd Post, we had soldiers deployed at a r olling re-plen.
This was to support the Comms Ex. A number of scenarios wer e
thrown in and many people entered into the spirit of the ex,
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including SSgt Lindsey W estwood , our resident Medic seen
below all dressed up to the nines to deal with avian flu cases.

Bird flu? SSgt Westwood here

For some soldiers in 37 Sig Regt, annual camp was not all about
stagging on and white noise. For 2 soldiers from the now
disbanded 96 Sig Sqgn (V), Sigs Martin and Willets , there was
cause for celebration as they were both promoted to LCpl.
Promotion to these dizzy heights was fully deserved by both
soldiers and they can now start putting their new found powers of
authority into practice within the new structur e of the Regt. A
huge congratulations to all the following soldiers who wer e
promoted within the Regt — Sgt Swingler , Sgt Davies , Cpl
Weston, Cpl Twist, Cpl Ratclif fe, Cpl Frost, LCpl White , LCpl
Yeo, LCpl Cuff, LCpl Tursner, LCpl Beasley-W ood and last but
by no means least, LCpl Senior .

Sig Martin becomes LCpl while Sig White waits for his moment

PHASE 2 — RANGE PACKAGE 14 — 18 SEPTEMBER 09

Fire Team Assessment
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Some people do this for fun, others to impr ove their fitness. For
the soldiers of 37 Sig Regt this is what happens if you have a
faded beret or a blade of grass on you boots. Her e we have an
example of 4 elite soldiers excelling above the rest. The whole
camp proved to be a fantastic real time comms ex and on the
range, the package was second to none, although a tad too
‘short hair and shiny shoes’ for those who wer en’t expecting the
new RSM!

Brig Hargreaves meets Pte Broomfield for a frank exchange of
views on the exercise so far

The second phase of annual camp was held at the Lydd and
Hythe Ranges. This is one of the best range complexes the
Army owns and we were lucky to get its use for a week. We
started off with basic grouping and zeroing and by Friday were in
full swing with live field firing. During the week the Bde Comd of
2 (NC) Sig Bde, Brig Hargr eaves, came to visit and see how the
troops were getting on.  All was going well until the Brig asked
Pte Broomfield how the first phase of the ex had been for him as
a chef. He replied that he didn’t feel his skills had been utilised
as well as they could have been and that he felt he would have
been better off staying at home, enjoying some self-gratification
in the comfort of his bedr oom — some words may have been
altered! Brig Hargr eaves admired the young chef’s honesty,
while the Adjt, Capt Paul Andr ews and SPSI, SSgt Sammy Lee
were finding it very hard to stop themselves from choking with
laughter! All said the Brig had a good time and the soldiers had
a great experience and learnt a lot during a busy and demanding
week. We now look forward to the changes within the Regt and
what they will bring.

The cheese monster — Cpl Reeves

On a ‘Dine in the Field’ weekend somewhere in Sennybridge
training area in July, a crack team of inebriated soldiers wer e
confronted with a problem. It seemed that a tray of fancy
cheeses remained untouched on a platter at the end of the
dinner. This couldn’t stand. They promptly devised a way to get
rid of the mountain of cheese — the classic ‘stuf f everything into
someone’s webbing’ prank was executed with speed, secr ecy
and precision.
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Some 2 months later on Hythe ranges, the unwary Cpl
Reeves thinking his kit was clear of cheese embarked on
a 2 mile march and shoot. Baking under the layers of
CBA and clothing while carrying rifle and webbing,
everyone worked up a bit of a sweat but it was when the
warning “Gas! Gas! Gas!” was shouted by the range staf f
that Cpl Reeves discovered that he had not recovered all
the cheese. The months old cheese had liquefied and
melted into the filters of his canister and filled the
respirator with splutters of cheese debris. The range staf f
queried: “What's wrong?’ as he tore off his helmet and
furiously dug handfuls of compr essed mouldy stilton from
his respirator, “What the hell is that, stones?”. To which
Cpl Reeves turned and yelled the immortal wor ds: “It's
Chee-ee-eese!”
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Here stand the 4 amigos, sporting their rip stop field jackets and TA fashion
berets as they pose for the new RLC Chefs poster campaign

| hope you have all learned an important lesson after
reading this, always check your canisters for cheese

before a march and shoot.

38th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS) ~g
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SHEFFIELD

CO Lt Col AJ Parsons
RSM WO1(RSM) AJ Wyatt

2 (NATIONAL COMMUNICA TIONS) SIGNAL BRIGADE
RESTRUCTURING

On 30 September 2009, an exciting new chapter started in the
history of 38 Sig Regt. As part of the major r estructuring of 2
(NC) Sig Bde, the Regt has been re-titled to become 38th
(Strategic Communications) Signal Regiment (Volunteers) in order
to reflect its new role as the UK'’s only strategic comms r egt.

The Regt has been enlamged by almost 50% and will be r e-
equipped to enable it to undertake its new task of pr oviding
formation level comds and national gover nment with reliable long
range comms across countries and continents using a wide range
of sophisticated military and civilian digital, satellite and mobile
comms systems, utilising the latest computer and radio
technology.

The enlaged Regt's HQ will continue to be in Sheffield while its
Tps and Sqns will be based in TA Centres stretching from
Aberdeen in the north to Kingston upon Thames in the south. The
details of the locations and titles of the new Regt’ s Sqns and Tps
are:

Regimental HQ:
Manor Top TA Centre, Hurlfield Road, Sheffield, South
Yorkshire S12 2AN:

46 (Hallamshir ) Support Squadr on (Volunteers)
Manor Top TA Centre, Hurlfield Road,
Sheffield, South Yorkshire S12 2AN:

1 Signal Squadr on (Volunteers):
TA Centre, Water Eaton Road, Bletchley, Milton Keynes,
Buckinghamshire MK3 5HQ:
Squadron HQ:
899 Signal Troop (Volunteers)
TA Centre, Oxford Rd, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX16 9AN:
805 Signal Troop (Volunteers)
Seabroke House TA Centre, Edward St, Rugby,
Warwickshire CV21 2BP:
891 Signal Troop (Volunteers)

2 (City of Dundee and Highland) Signal Squadr on (Volunteers):
TA Centre, Mid Craigie Rd, Dundee, Tayside DD4 7RH:
Squadron HQ:

802 (Dundee) Signal T roop (Volunteers)
862 (Tayside) Signal T roop (Volunteers)
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TA Centre, Gordon Barracks, Bridge of Don,
Aberdeen AB23 8DB:
851 (Highland) Signal T roop (Volunteers)

41 (Princess Louise’ s Kensington) Signal Squadr on
(Volunteers):
TA Centre, Marlpit Lane, Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 2HD:
Squadron HQ:
J (Croydon) Signal T roop (Volunteers)
K (Coulsdon) Signal T roop (Volunteers)
TA Centre, Portsmouth Rd, Kingston uponThames,
Surrey KT1 2QX:
C (Kingston-upon-Thames) Signal T roop (Volunteers)

64 (City of Shef field) Signal Squadr on (Volunteers):
Manor Top TA Centre, Hurlfield Road, Sheffield,
South Yorkshire S12 2AN:

Squadron HQ:

864 (Sheffield) Signal T roop (Volunteers)

Carlton Barracks, Carlton Gate, Leeds, West Yorkshire
LS7 1HE:

849 (West Riding) Signal T roop (Volunteers)

Lenton TA Centre, Triumph Road, Nottingham

NG7 2GG:

887 (Nottingham) Signal T roop (Volunteers)

In all restructurings there are winners and losers and in our case
the decision has been taken that both 46 (City of Derby) Signal
Squadron and 93 (East Lancashire) Signal Squadrons are to
disband on 31 March 10. The Regt will continue to administer
both Sgns until that date and we take this opportunity to r ecord
the gratitude and respect of both the Corps and the Regt for the
outstanding contribution that the curr ent and past members of
both Sgns have made on ops, exs, within their local communities
and to Regimental life over many years. They will be missed.
However we hope that many serving members of both Sgns will
find positions within either our new Regt structur e or with 33 Sig
Sqn of 32 Sig Regt at its TA Centres in Huyton, Liverpool or
Rusholme, Manchester.

FAREWELLS

Since the last issue, the Regt has said farewell to 2 of its PSAOs,
Capt Linda Morgan-Monk  of Sp Sgn and Capt Simon Hale
MBE of 46 Sig Sgn. Capt Morgan-Monk has left to take up the
appointment of RAO with 3 PWRR in Canterbury while Capt Hale
has left to take up the appointment of Adjt with East Midlands
UOTC. We thank them both for their contributions to their Sqns
and the Regt and wish them every success in their new
appointments.
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APPOINTMENTS

We congratulate the following personnel who have been selected
for senior appointments within in the r estructured Regt:

YofS RHQ WO2(YofS) Sarah Swift
formerly Sp Sgn
FofS RHQ WO2(FofS) lan Eastwood

formerly 34 Sig Regt
WO2 Paul Parker
formerly 64 Sig Sgn
Ops/Training WO/SSgt RHQ WO2 Mark Alexander
formerly 34 Sig Regt
WO2(YofS) Greg Sharp
formerly 34 Sig Regt
SSgt(FofS) Peter Aldcr oft-Colling
formerly Sp Sgn

Tp SSgt 864 Tp 64 Sig Sqn  SSgt Shar on Mitchell
formerly 46 Sig Sgn
SSgt(YofS) John Dye
formerly 46 Sig Sgn
Sgt Steven Kitching
formerly 34 Sig Regt

Training WO RHQ

YofS 64 Sig Sgn

FofS 64 Sig Sgn

SSgt CS Op 46 Sp Sgn

SSgt PTI 46 Sp Sgn

PROMOTIONS

We congratulate the following personnel who have been selected
for promotion:

Cpl to Sgt Cpl Greg Marshall-Smith
46 Sig Sqgn
LCpl to Cpl LCpl Stuart Rowell , 64 Sig Sgn

1 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

oC Maj MC Fisher
SSM WO2(SSM) MJ Gott

ANNUAL CAMP 2009
- by SSgt Alan Shrewsbury and Cpl Gareth Clarke

1 (RBY) Sig Sqgn (SC) (V) was to hold its final Annual Camp as an
independent Sqgn in Germany but due to unfor eseen
circumstances this was cancelled. However, we were lucky
enough to be invited to Sennybridge as guests of 38 Sig Regt.

Now before | go on, | must say that whoever orders the weather
for them has done the most remarkable job. Very few men alive
have experienced the weather as we did in ‘Sunny Wales'. Even
the locals were impressed with the glorious day after day of sun
and warmth.

We started our long journey from Bletchley to SENTA Camp not
really knowing what to expect, as many of the guys in the Sgn
only know life in an independent Sgn and have never experienced
Regimental life. When we arrived at Camp, we were shown our
accommodation, had a briefing and wer e informed there was a
parade in the morning. Now a parade to 1 Sqn personnel is an
organised gabble and an informal chat, so you could imagine the
faces of the majority when we wer e told this would be a
Regimental Parade. WO2(SSM) Mark Gott had taken advantage
of personal tuition from our drill expert, SSgt Mark Neillings , so
that on the day everything went smoothly . Even the inspection
went well, with only one person picked up for not polishing their
boots enough!

The next few days to follow wer e spent with lectures and
practical lessons, map reading, drill, oh yes, and the dreaded
Compulsory Drug Test (CDT). It was unfortunate that half a day
was spent with the CDT team but then their job is extr emely
important and we wer e dealt with as quickly and pr ofessionally as
one would expect.

The asslt course challenge was an interesting one — see how
many people could get thr ough the course without ending up in
one of the many water obstacles. The competition was fier ce with
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every Sgn wanting to be the best. Morale and team spirit wer e
sky high and everyone was hungry to win. 1 Sgn came 3rd in the
race but, wow, what a performance from all who took part. It was
an excellent effort from every team.

Military Skills training for the Patrol Competition followed. This
consisted of anti-ambush drills, mine awar eness, VCPs, actions
on IEDs and, let's not forget, the bayonet training. Again, 1 Sqn’s
normal practice has been to look at the bayonet and think, wow ,
that looks nice, then put it away . This time it was quite a shock to
us as we actually had to run with it attached to our rifle, stab it
into a sand bag and show our war faces. Great fun for us; a new
experience for many and a great workout at the same time.

The ICS phase was next and the guys had to learn very quickly
how to use Bowman. This was very challenging and it was good
to see the guys getting on with it and thinking on their feet.

To end the Camp, a Patrol Competition was held. This consisted
of a combination of the pr evious training packages to allow the
DS to evaluate the quality of their training and see what the Sqns
had learned. This was a very demanding competition held over 2
days. Tactical patrolling was conducted over night incorporating
night navigation. During the day the teams came acr oss several
stands including mine awar eness, foreign weapons, battlefield
first aid, VCPs, bayonet drills, vehicle anti-ambush drills and | am
sure there were more. With Cpl Dan Yates as the patrol IC, the
whole of 1 Sgn performed extr emely well, but a special mention
should be made to Cpl Colin Teo. How this man knows so much
about foreign weapons is beyond me and he amazed all who
heard him tell the DS where they were manufactured, their names
and only just fell short of telling us the name of the person who
made each weapon.

The competition was a very tough one and the rival teams gave
all they could but 1 Sgn’s team just beat the rest by a nose. The
CO's cup lies firmly in the hands of the new addition to 38 Sig
Regt and it will sit proudly in our TA Centre, hopefully for many
years to come. You want it back guys but you ar e going to have
to work hard for it.

With the Camp almost over, a BBQ was held on the final night
and then we had the long jour ney back to Bletchley the following
day before a meal in the local curry house to celebrate SSM
Gott’s birthday and to say farewell to First Sgt Chad Hightower
of the US Army who had been attached to the Sgn thr oughout
Camp.

Overall, the Camp was a great success and a big eye opener for
1 Sgn on what to expect in the futur e in way of Regimental life.
We look forward to working as part of 38 Sig Regt and to the next
competition so that we can start to build our new tr ophy cabinet.

ANNUAL CAMP 2009 UK/US EXCHANGE
- by SSgt Alan Shreswbury

First Sgt Hightower , US Army, flew into London Heathrow on the
first day of Annual Camp as part of a USA/British soldier
exchange programme. 1st Hightower was collected from
Heathrow and his journey back to the TA Centre Bletchley was a
chorus of: “you'r e driving on the wrong side of the road” and his
first meal in the UK was a traditional English MacDonalds
breakfast.

Chad Hightower is a National Guardsman and was not what we
all expected; | think we have all watched too many Police
Academy movies and he was a lot shorter than the Hightower we
know from them. He had been travelling for nearly a day from his
home town in South Carolina and found the city life to be a little
intimidating. Chad lives on his farm with his wife and 2 boys and
is pretty much self sufficient at home with his own cr ops and
livestock, 22 acres of land and all the moonshine a man can
drink.

When he arrived, he was offered the traditional cup of English tea,
which he accepted and then piled some chewing tobacco into his
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mouth. Yes, Chad is a tobacco chewer and this soon became an
ice breaker as many people during the camp wanted to ask
questions such as: How does it taste? What is it like? And can |
try some?

Chad was my co-driver. Well he kept me awake with his snoring
as we drove to SENTA. He kept coming up with the excuse he
had been travelling for a day. So the Camp had started and
Chad was excited, but he wasn’t sure how safe he was in a 4 -

man room with SSgt Mark Neillings , Sgt Nicholas V ernon and I.

He was really concerned as people had told him tales of what
British squaddies do to initiate new soldiers into their Sqn. After
the first night, he had found that we wer e normal people and,
apart from the smog in the air, he realised he was quite safe with
us.

Chad joined in on the drill lesson and soon became an expert in
marching with a pace stick — well nearly an expert. He later
commented that he would like to drill our soldiers ar ound the
camp, so with the permission of WO2(SSM) Mark Gott this was
made possible. You would not believe how quickly the 1 Sgn
guys learnt American drill and they were all marching to cadence,
singing as loud as they could. What a sight that was and the
grins from ear to ear on the troops and onlookers proved that this
was a great morale booster and is something that would be
shared in many future functions.

Chad spent a lot of time on camp participating and watching the
troops as they trained and competed in the competitions. Now
Chad is also a US citizen and it was decided that he shouldn’ t
just be here just to train but also to experience and see some of
the historic sites of the UK. A trip to Salisbury was or ganised so
that he could see the lovely Stonehenge; one of the world’ s
wonders, a mystical place full of mystery, a truly historic place.
Chad wasn’t impressed with what he called “The Large Pile of
Stones”, but | think he was becoming addicted to the Gr eat Full
English Breakfast.

Now Chad is a keen handyman, specialising in woodwork and
therefore loves his tools. So a visit to B&Q, which to me was a
bit of a bore, to Chad it was like heaven. He was like a kid in a
candy store and he loved it. Sheffield, the home of 38 Sig Regt,
also has a lot of history and was somewher e Chad wanted to see
so he could buy some expensive English tools. So after an
eventful journey with one of our fuel pipes splitting we made it to
Sheffield. We were able to find the Sheffield shop he wanted and
he made a few purchases, including some gifts for the wife and
kids (spade, fork etc). We had also planned to take him to
London to do the normal sites but this was cancelled after Chad
commented on how busy Salisbury was!

Chad really enjoyed his time with 38 Sig Regt and was very
impressed with the professionalism and commitment fr om the TA
soldiers. | must remember to thank SSgt Mark Lawr ence for not
being able to attend camp as this r esulted in me being given the
last minute responsibility to look after our American cousin. |
don’t think I will ever meet anyone like Chad again and | am very
happy | had the opportunity to host him.

ANNUAL CAMP 2009 — PERSONAL RECOLLECTION OF
WEEK 1 - by SSgt Mark Neillings

One of the SNCO and WO career development lessons was of
course a drill lesson, and it tur ned out to be very much needed.

It was very clear that only the RSM, WO1 Andy Wyatt , could
perform any sort of stick drill; this included all the Seniors who
were unable to even keep the stick from repeatedly smacking
themselves in the head. At one point our 3 US visitors stood to
attention in a line ready to march off, front and centre to perform
saluting on the march — or so the RSM thought. “Listen in” said
the RSM in his distinctive and quite terrifying drill voice; First Sgt
Hightower listened in very intensely. Unfortunately he listened so
intensely that he didn’t actually move to the wor ds of command.
After several failed attempts, First Sgt Hightower spoke up: “Sir,
can you just say ‘Forward huh™. The RSM seeing hundreds of
years of tradition being thrown out the window , kindly declined!
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WO1(RSM) Andy Wyatt teaching stick drill to our American
exchange SNCOs

It became very apparent that the American soldiers liked nothing
more than to pull up those sandbags, swing the lanter n and tell a
good old story. One story by First Sgt Hightower stuck in my
mind. | quote: “I have 3 kids”, started of f Chad, “all of whom are
home schooled, as we live on a farm. One day my wife had just
finished teaching the kids about the American Revolution — and
most probably how they kicked the British into touch. My middle
child, Perry, had heard that | was hosting a British soldier and
that | had gone to meet her that day. My wife rang me and said
that Perry wished to speak to me on the phone. In a quiet
southern American voice Perry said ‘Daddy, Daddy does the
British soldier have her musket?’, ‘No son she doesn’ t' | said, to
which Perry replied ‘Daddy does she have her red coat on?”

| have no idea what Chad’s wife was teaching her kids as I'm
positive that even though the Army’s procurement system is not
the fastest, we have been using SA80s for some time now!

Annual Camp would not be Camp without a good PT session and
quite right too said the Regimental PTI. The PT session started off
with myself and the two Sgn PTIs taking the Regt for a warm up
around Sennybridge Camp and down to the bottom football
pitches for some robust and physically demanding competition
exercises, followed by a game of Tag. As the RSM is by no
means small in stature, he was asked to start off in the centre
ready to rugby tackle any poor unsuspecting soldier that
happened to get in his way, or so | thought. When explaining to
everyone that the RSM would be indeed tagging individuals as
they tried to run from one end of the pitch to the other, | heard
some girly tones from the back suggesting that it maybe them
grabbing the RSM rather than the other way round! Ah bless!

2 (CITY OF DUNDEE AND HIGHLAND) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

ocC Maj B Williams
SSM WO2(SSM) W Smith

EXERCISE CELTIC RISING 2009 — SUMMER CAMP

Annual Camp for 2009 started of f with nice sunny weather
(unusually) with the Sgn deploying to our second home, RM
Condor Arbroath for the start of the ex. Our SPSI, SSgt George
Cowan was his usual cheery self giving everybody a safety brief.
Personnel were split into work parties to put together the various
modules for the aerostat site, our main focus for Camp was a
successful deployment of our LFFB system. Everyone was
relieved to hear the inflation window had been pushed back to
Monday so at least we had a reasonable night's sleep. Of course
we had to stitch the new tents together first. The usual Dundee
banter was heard amid some trepidation about the mil skills
phase of the ex. The rumour mongers had been at work.

The second day meant waiting for the all important weather
window. This left most of us carrying out system operator checks
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on the LFFB system. Afternoon training meant classes on various
aspects of mil skills and the corr ect way to pack a bergen to
make best use of the time befor e being split into dif ferent sects.
Our OC, Maj Bleddyn Williams , gave us a brief on the
restructuring of the Sqn and a look forwar d to becoming part of
38(Strategic Communications) Sig Regt (V) fom October 2009.

The first day of the round robin training saw 1 Sect carrying out
their mil skills at Binn Hill near Elgin — always better to get that
sort of training out of the way first! 2 Sect stayed on the airfield
for 3 days to maintain and prepare the aerostat for launch, as and
when the launch window arrived, under the amiable leadership of
SSgt Billy Morris . This left 3 Sect to start training on the new
Bowman kit. ‘It's not like Clansman, is it Sergeant?’ was later
heard. Despite the valiant efforts of our attached naval
meteorologist, the weather window for the aer ostat kept being
pushed back so there was nothing for it but to keep our
waterproofs and warm weather clothing handy for when the
window arrived. The inflation of the Aerostat is notoriously carried
out during unsocial hours!

A visit during the first week from the Bde Comd meant everybody
was on their best behaviour, but then aren’t we always! Bowman
training was moving up a gear and we could now take the radio
dets out of camp for the after noon. Rumours of visits to
teashops were strenuously denied. The predicted weather
window came and went so no change ther e. Our soon to be new
CO, Lt Col Andr ew Parsons , and RSM, WO1(RSM) Andy Wyatt ,
from 38 Sig Regt came to visit us straight after the Bde Comd
had left to see what they would soon have r esponsibility for. A
look around the balloon, err | mean aerostat, no doubt left them
with a lot to consider, with the RSM being particularly taken with
our generator sets.

Cpl Scott Macdonald and Lt Heather Lawrie ar e convinced that
the instruction manual is wrong

SSgt Billy Morris, Sgt Rod Hamilton and Cpl Scott McDonald all
agree that DPM was so last year!
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The weather window eventually arrived and so there was nothing
for it but to work into the night to get the aer ostat inflated and
launched. By general consent it was the windiest we ever had to
do it in and we managed it in the shortest time too. The middle
of camp saw some R&R at Gordon Barracks in Aberdeen. 51 Sig
Sgn (V) hosted us for some potted sports followed by a curry and
a few beers. An enjoyable evening was had by all as we got to
know the guys and girls that would soon be joining us in 2 Sgn.

Mil skills training at Binn Hill was carried out in some atr ocious
weather conditions. Half of Elgin was under water when the Spey
and Lossie rivers burst their banks but fortunately the or der to fill
sandbags never came though. Still, accommodation in 12 x 12
tents was probably better than what some of the local families
had at that time, whose homes wer e either under water or about
to be. The 2IC, Capt Davey Cr ockett , and his team got stuck
into teaching us some of the must knows, and the must be able
to dos, should we get deployed to Afghanistan. The main lesson
that sunk in was not to expect to be in some “cushy” commcen
job. Sigs were as likely to be out on patrol as everybody else.
The Sappers in Elgin were good enough to let us use their TA
Centre classrooms for lectures and instruction when the weather
precluded outdoor lessons.

One last changeover took place during the ‘r ound robin’ training
so nobody missed out. A visit fr om the Bde YofS during the
second week went well, as did the continuation of the Bowman
training. Being on a RM base seemed to have rubbed off on a
number of people as a huge amount of PT was undertaken in
people’s own time! In particular, seeing Sgt Jo Wiggins sprinting
up the dry ski slope was awe inspiring, no mean feat with a heavy
(or so it appeared) bergen on your back. The Bde DComd then
paid a visit towards the end of the ex and took the opportunity to
present medals and have several chats with the girls and boys.

Thoughts could now tur n to the all important deflation of the
aerostat and putting it away, until the next time. The tear-down of
the site and recovery of the aerostat went smoothly enough,
thankfully, no doubt helped by everybody having r eceived recent
training on it! The comforting feeling of ‘endex’ was soon upon us
and it was time to go home and back to r eality. All in all, a very
successful camp.

46 (HALLAMSHIRE) SUPPORT SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

ocC Maj JM Hattersley
SSM WO2(SSM) A Medley

ANNUAL CAMP 2009, SENNYBRIDGE, SOUTH W ALES

Sp Sqn swung into action pr oviding life support to the Regt
throughout Annual Camp. Leadership training across all the rank
structures took place during the first week with the Sgn enjoying
the superb guest speakers brought in to set the scene. The WOs
and SNCOs joined the rest of the Regt for a navigation ex out on
the training area with the aim of finding the SYWO, WO1(SVWO)
Pete Beedle .

Happiness for the INCO Cadre at the end of a tough Burden
Race
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The following day was a hit with all who participated, seeing the
RSM in action teaching stick drill to a host of Charlie Chaplins —
the highlight of the day being the US guys attached to us for
Camp, trying to do it the British way .

The ORs took part in leadership training under battlefield
conditions with Sect patr ols navigating to various stands covering
basic fieldcraft, harbour drills, night navigation and intr oduction to
BOMA drills in preparation for the patrol competition at the end of
camp. Phase 2 of the Camp was R&R. The Sqgn enjoyed an
afternoon trip out to Car diff, some with the aim of looking for the
Torchwood Tower used in the spin-of f from the Doctor Who
series. The following morning was the annual Officers v SNCOs
football match which the SNCOs won this year, despite the best
efforts of our Operations Maj, Maj Al Higgins .

Phase 3 was the ICS ex, Ex CAMBRIAN FOCUS, which started
off as a CPX for the Officers, WOs and SNCOs as part of the
comd team. This saw the Sqn provide the G1/G4 desks at
Regimental Ops and also man the Ech CP. The comd team and
Ech were put through various taskings, as well as providing the
ongoing real-life sp to the Regt.

Special to Arms training was carried out by our REME det
enabling some of our vehicle mechanics to achieve several
modules in their Class 2 workbooks, while the field kitchen was
deployed under the Master Chef, SSgt John Simpson and
admirably supported by the SQMS, SSgt Karl ‘Shuggie’ Shaw .
All agreed that standard of the food from the field kitchen
exceeded by far that
" | from the camp
| | cookhouse. The chefs,
who were cooking for
approximately 130
people, set up the whole
complex including 12 x
12s for the kitchen and
an 18 x 24 for a dining
area to be proud of,
which included a hand
wash facility. The meals
were cooked using the
No 5 cook sets by the
miraculous team of 8
chefs. Our junior chefs
gained a tremendous
amount of experience
from their senior
colleagues. From the
composition of menus
through the planning,
preparation and setting
up of a field kitchen to

= = - the cooking and delivery
Sgt Ann Gibson producing yet another  of top quality meals.

excellent meal in the field kitchen

Phase 4 of Camp was a
Patrol Competition wher e members of the Sqn’s LAD REME det,
Cpl Tom Warren, Cfns Matt Howes and Leon Mason took part
in the Sgn team while Cfn Rachael Damms assisted on the
Rules of Engagement stand. WO2(SSM) Andy Medley along
with WO2 Paul Parker and Cpl Clive Doda , both of 64 Sig Sqn,
ran the Vehicle Checkpoint stand, wher e the teams had to apply
the lessons they had learned in Phase 1. While the teams were
enjoying the competition, the Field Kitchen r edeployed to Farm 7
at SENTA to provide life support for the teams and the dir ecting
staff and where they were joined during the competition by the
visitors to the Regt.

With the Patrol Competition completed, our Sgn chefs Sgt Ann
Gibson and 18 year old Pte Emma Pryor , ably supported by
LCpl Sarah Dyche of 46 Sig Sqgn, prepared the food for a
fantastic BBQ for the whole Regt. Everyone thor oughly enjoyed
the meal and the chefs got to do what they do best — cooking
and giving the newer, younger chefs further valuable training in
how to set up and operate from a field kitchen.
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With Camp over, we returned to Sheffield to say farewell to the
Sqgn’s PSAO, Capt Linda Morgan-Monk  who left the Sgn in early
October to take up the appointment of RAO in the rank of Maj
with 3 PWRR in Canterbury, Kent, close to where she was
brought up. We thank her for all she has done for the Sqn and
wish her every success in her new post.

41 (PRINCESS LOUISE'S KENSINGTON) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

ocC Maj J Fensome
SSM SSgt S May
OPERATIONS

The Sgn welcomes Cpl Warren O'Driscoll and LCpl Danny
Paulino home from Op TELIC as Cpl Gar eth Burgess and LCpl
Dave Nielson V on-Rietzig prepare for deployment on Op
HERRICK.

EXERCISE CAPITAL BOWMAN (BOWMAN PET PHASE)

Ex CAPITAL BOWMAN was the second phase of the split Annual
Camp for 31 Sig Regt and consisted of the Bowman PET run
from Pirbright in Surrey.

The ‘Patience of a Saint’ award must go to Sgt Tim Still from 56
Sig Sgn who had to endur e the Officers and Warrant Officers
syndicate on Day 1. Every new dial, switch and function was
greeted with a chorus of Ohhs and Ahhs. Unfortunately the
novelty never wore off and by Day 3 even Sgt Still' s patience
looked like it was ready to break.

During the confirmation phase, 41 Sig Sqgn ran a concurr ent long
range HF ex, arranged especially to coincide with 12 hrs of
monsoon-like rain — all the mast erecting teams enjoyed this
immensely. By the end of the package the Sqn had 25 soldiers
familiarised on Bowman systems and had pr ogressed a long way
towards achieving the long term goal.

The evening entertainment consisted of a number of theme
nights, including quiz nights and some very bad karaoke.
However, the highlight at the end of the ex was some very well
run cultural and leadership training.

EXERCISE CAPITAL BOWMAN (CULTURAL AND LEADERSHIP
PHASE) - by Sig Greg Kotzamanis

We started the day with a briefing at Dover Castle prior to a tour
of the war tunnels. We were then split into groups and the
majority headed straight to the Castle. From there we visited the
PWRR museum and then climbed the tower to look out to France
in the distance and enjoyed some fantastic 360 degr ee views. It
was then time to make our way down to the secr et war tunnels
for our tour.

We started at the bottom of the 18th century access ramp and
were able to visit all the rooms that were used during WW?2.
These included the underground hospital, complete with 1940s
equipment including str etchers that looked like the ones in our
stores! To help set the scene, we were shown videos and
retraced the tracks of a fictitious wounded airman who was used
to illustrate how the hospital worked.

After the hospital, we were shown the kitchens, dormitories and
guarters that supported the staf f that ran the telephone
exchanges, rebros, plotting and dir ecting rooms we had seen. A
short walk past the security post br ought us to a balcony and
more views across Dover. Our trip was very informative and
showed us a side of the Castle that we had never imagined was
there.

It was now time to move onto Rye wher e we were divided into
groups to windsurf, kayak, dinghy sail or kite surf for non

swimmers. | had decided to opt for kayaking and after plenty of
capsizing our group of 5 made it out to a series of sandbanks
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where we could stand. After 2 hrs of testing our flotation jackets
and wet suits, it was time to head back to the coaches and sunny
Pirbright.

RECRUITING AND PROMOTIONS

Congratulations to the soldiers that have completed CMSR
recently; we hope that Sigs Chetananand Chattoo and Steven
Bridger enjoy the next phase of their Territorial Army career.

Sigs Danny Paulino , Sam Murkin , Sanjapal Rajapol and Steve
Hope-Wynne have all been promoted to LCpl and many
congratulations to all of them for the har d work and
professionalism that they demonstrated in or der to earn this.

64 (CITY OF SHEFFIELD) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj KM Flanagan TD
SSM WO2(SSM) T Grant

EXERCISE FLANDERS FIELD 14 — 16 AUGUST 09

The ex started in good TA style. Rumour had it that we were
leaving Triumph Road TA Centre in Nottingham at 0200 hrs.
Actually we left at 0300 hrs, in accor dance with the schedule.
Just who does start these rumours?

After a rather long journey down to Dover and an uneventful
Channel crossing, we eventually arrived at the camp site to be
greeted by the Advance Party led by SSgt Paul Ingram , our ever
smiling SQMS. After a welcome cup of tea and a bite to eat we
moved off to the town centr e of Ypres and were given a
presentation by Sig Lisa Mayfield on the Ypres Salient and the
destruction that took place during WWI. Immediately after the
presentation we took a tour of the Cloth Hall wher e we were able
to see posters and artefacts from that time and able to use our
personalised tickets to interact with the displays.

We were thirsty for knowledge, not beer, at this point so we
eagerly moved on to the second location, Sanctuary W ood. There
we were given an informative presentation by LCpl Jer emy
Clarke , who provided individual laminated handouts to ensur e
that we all fully understood the importance of Hill 62 in the battle.
After the presentation we toured the Museum, which was full of
amazing photographs, uniforms, shell cases and all sorts of
equipment from the battlefield. We were able to walk the trenches
and tried to imagine what life would have been like for a soldier in
1914, living in cold, dark, muddy, wet ditches. As we were
blessed with a beautiful hot summer day, this was extremely
difficult to imagine, but our hearts went out to all the fallen
soldiers.

After posing for a Sqn photograph, we started the jour ney back
to the camp site; however the jour ney was not direct, but started
the theme of the ex which was that if ther e
was a roundabout — it had to be gone round
twice! Once back at the camp site, showers
for all were the order of the day and in
double quick time. So much so that the
general public looked on in amazement as a
shower for one lasted the grand sum of 2
mins, yes 2 whole mins — the girls didn’t
dare take any longer as our ever friendly
SSgt was timing them!

Once everybody was ready, we moved to
the Menin Gate, and were privileged to take
part in the ceremony of the Last Post. This
daily ceremony has taken place every
evening since 1928, and the buglers by
tradition are members of the local volunteer
fire brigade. This was a very moving
ceremony, which included the famous
exhortation from the 1914 poem ‘For the
Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon being recited:
“They shall grow not old, as we that ar e left
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from the Maj Kevan Flanagan

grow old; Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At
the going down of the sun and in the mor ning, we will remember
them”.

We moved on from the Menin Gate in a thoughtful mood,
mingling with others who had also been deeply touched. The
atmosphere lightened up as we approached Cloth Hall where a
live band was playing and who seemed to invite any member of
the public up onto the stage to take part r egardless of their
ability. We managed to find our way to an excellent r estaurant
recommended by WO2(SSM) Trevor Grant . It was superb food.
We had steaks that were out of this world and despite what some
people said, I'm sure they weren't horse meat, at least | hope not.
Also on the menu were splendid desserts which SSgt Phil

Howes just could not resist; and who could blame him. The more
sensible members (okay the oldies) made their way back to the
campsite at a reasonable time while the younger ones decided
that there was still more of Ypres to discover.

Day 2 dawned, bringing another bright, beautiful, sunny day, just
right for a spot of mor ning PT around the campsite. Our first
location of the day, via lots of roundabouts (the theme continued)
was Vimy Ridge, where we were given a detailed presentation by
LCpl Chris Stokes . We then hot-footed it down the r oad,
observing the electric fence either side of the r oad and the signs
which warned of the dangers of entering due to unexploded
ordnance! We were then split into 2 groups and were given a
detailed tour of both the tr enches and the tunnels by guides
Natalie and Jessica . They were Canadian volunteers who come
over for 4 months to work at the Visitor Centre and give the very
informative guided tours. Natalie was on the ball, until a friendly
PSAO started asking lots of very military questions r egarding the
tactics, time delays, procrastination etc. Bless her, Natalie did her
very best to answer, but | think Capt Jor dan stumped her in the
end.

Our next visit was to the Somme and the Thiepval monument, the
largest monument of its kind. It is an inspiring and beautiful feat
of engineering. Before entering the Visitor Centre, we were given
an interesting and detailed presentation by Cpl James Fowler .
Considerable work and research had been put into his
preparation and we were all a lot wiser at the end. The magnitude
of devastation is brought home by the well presented media news
reel that is shown in the Visitor Centre, along with the detailed
artwork and artefacts on display. The Centre is equipped with
computer terminals wher e the history of family members can be
researched.

We managed to squeeze a brief visit to Railway Hollow into the
itinerary and were regaled with the fact that the crater used to be
open and accessible; WO2(SSM) Grant told us that he had once
run up and down the crater. The authorities obviously do not want
any further madcap British people attempting this feat, so they
have now closed off access to the crater. Our final destination
was to the Sheffield ‘Pals’ Cemetery, and
a moment’s silence was observed for our
own local lads.

After a very long, tiring, but thought
provoking day we made our way back to
the campsite. Satnav, local maps and
Google maps were all consulted, but we
still had to have the obligatory twice r ound
the roundabout on several occasions.
Short, sharp, swift showers wer e once
again the order of the day, again much to
the amusement of the other campers. We
didn’t mind as we knew we had to be
ready and prepared for a presentation by
our OC, Maj Kevan Flanagan , to Capt
Les Jor dan, who after a tremendous 38
years Regular and Territorial service was
due to hang up his beret and retire to the
golf course. What none of us knew at the
time was that following our r eturn, Capt
Jordan was extended in post for a further
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6 months! After the presentation and a truly heartfelt response
by Capt Jor dan, we made our way into Ypres for a farewell
dinner.

The consensus was that this was an extremely enjoyable,
interesting and informative event. Our thanks go to everybody
who was involved in this ex, for the grants towar ds the costs, the
paperwork and authorisations obtained, the Advance Party for
their sterling work and above all to the participants who came
along with such joie de vivre.

93 (EAST LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

oC Maj RA Fitzpatrick
SSM: WO2(SSM) SB Hopkinson

VISIT OF 2 (NATIONAL COMMUNICA TIONS) SIGNAL
BRIGADE COMMANDER

The Sgn was delighted to host the Bde Comd, Brig DA
Hargr eaves, at The Barracks in Blackburn on the evening of

Tuesday 4 August. This would be the last opportunity for the
Comd to visit Blackbur n formally as the Sgn had been selected
for disbandment in Mar ch 2010. The Brig kindly used the
opportunity to addr ess the issue of disbandment to the Of ficers
and all Ranks. He was also able to present the VRSM to the Sgn
Ops Officer, Capt Jim W alshe and a rather unique United States
of America award to SSgt David Hineson .

During his exchange tour in July 2009 SSgt Hineson was
attached to the 816th Engineer Company. On the day of his
arrival the unit were mobilised to assist the State authorities in
response to a tornado which had struck the town of Dickinson,
causing massive damage to property and facilities.

SSgt Hineson immediately volunteered to be part of the
response team and played a key part in the clean-up operation.
Throughout, he was an integral part of the Engineer unit and
worked tirelessly to help those in need. His commitment was
duly recognised by the United States National Guard and also the
people of Dickinson and accor dingly, he was awarded the North
Dakota State, Active Duty Ribbon.

e 39th (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
N BRISTOL

CO Lt Col CM Lankester TD
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Lithgow

Recent months have seen key changes for the Regt and our
subunits. On 1 October, under TA Restructuring, the Regt
welcomed the soldiers and of ficers of 56 Sig Sqn from 31 (City of
London) Sig Regt and 94 (Berkshire Yeomanry) takes on 860 Sig
Tp, formerly 60 (Royal Buckinghamshire Hussars) Sig Sqgn from
36 (Eastem) Sig Regt.

The Regt bids farewell to OC 57 Sig Sqn, Maj lain Sainsbury , the
Adjt, Capt Chris Hill, and the IS Manager SSgt Jayne
Thompson .

SUPPORT (NORTH SOMERSET YEOMANRY) SQUADRON —
BRISTOL

ocC Maj P Smith
SSM WO2(SSM) C Jones

Congratulations to Capt Phil Smith on his selection for

promotion to Maj and appointment as OC Sp (NSY) Sgn. The Sgn
bids farewell to Sgt Phil Hall and welcomes Sgt Andr ew O’Neill
to the Tech Workshop in his place.

REGIMENTAL RECRUITING AND TRAINING TEAM
- by Capt David Davies

The Recruiting and Training team has had a busy year and has
recently been bolstered by several new members in recent
months. The team is split into 2 main locations at Bristol (Horfield)
and Windsor TACs. We have also the added benefit that we have
TA liaison officers working in the respective towns’ Army
Recruiting Offices (ACOs), who can offer advice and information
to potential recruits who may not be awar e of the opportunities
the TA can supply.

The team deals with new recruits from the stage they walk into
the TAC until the time they pass out from the 2 week TSC(B)
course at one of the Army Training Regiments (ATRs). SSgt
Richar d Vise has the role of Recruiting SSgt and deals with a
multitude of duties. The team take JNCO instructors fr om the 2
sgns in Bristol on 6 to 12 month postings and curr ently Cpl Lee
Jones, Cpl ‘Mo’ Morris and Sig Jo Close are seconded to work
with the team. The role of the instructors is to brief and pr ocess
potential soldiers, assist instructing the drill night training and
mentor the soldiers while attending training weekends at the
regional Recruit Training Centres (RTCs).
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Currently all new entrants have to complete a medical then attend
a Recruit Selection Day (RSD) at the neaest RTC, currently
Exeter and Aldershot. The RSD consists of physical assessments,
Command tasks and presentations about service life. On
successful completion of the RSD, the recruit is attested and
issued their uniform. A series of 6 weekends (TCS(A)) ae then
completed to qualify the Soldier Under T raining (SUT) to attend
the final 2 week course (TSC(B)) at one of the AARs. The
weekends consist of all the basic soldiering skills, including some
time in the field. This training is continued on drill nights within
the regt.

Recently the Team has gained 2 WOs; the first being WO2(Trg
WO) Chris Stockwell who has recently transferred from the
Royal Artillery. WO2 Stockwell’ s tasks are to supply an
interesting drill night training package, focused on the cor e
subjects that SUTs are being taught at the RTCs. So far, the
programme has included drill, skill at arms and command tasks
and is now fitting some training in with the sqgns. The interaction
with the trained soldiers will give the SUTs a sense of being part
of the Regt at the early stage of their training. WO2 Dawn
Saunders has also recently been promoted into the role of
Recruiting WO and is overseeing the recruiting effort. WO2
Saunders is based mainly at the Windsor TAC and is currently
looking at recruiting events and policy within the Regt.

Capt Lloyd Bath has recently taken up an appointment with the
Regt in the guise of Regimental Operational Support Officer
(ROSO). He has many years of valuable experience in Army
Recruiting including working in ACOs. Capt Bath has proved
himself as a guru in all things recruiting and has been able to
guide the team very successfully since his arrival. Capt Ben
Newby has recently been commissioned into the post of OC
Regimental Recruiting and Training Team for the Bristol TAC.
Capt Newby was previously SSM of the co-located 57 Sqn and
is now focusing on impr oving both the recruitment and recruit
training processes on drill nights, and managing the Team
Instructors and SUTs, which he is doing with gr eat enthusiasm.

As a Regt, we are currently very well recruited and have a steady
stream of recruits walking in on drill nights to volunteer for
service. Almost all of them are already looking forward to op
service with the TA on completion of their training. Recently one
of these volunteers Sig Robert Bur ns, who is a window fitter in
civilian life, has completed his initial 6 weekends of training. Sig
Burns has enjoyed the camaraderie that the TA has to offer and
has found he has got fitter during his training. Sig Bur ns is due
to attend his 2 week recruit course at Pirbright in November and

THE WIRE, DECEMBER2009

wlioe




is looking forward to enhancing those skills that he has been
taught so far.

56 SIGNAL SQUADRON — EASTBOURNE

oC Maj | Holland
SSM WO2 G Windham

It has been a very busy time in the Sgn, with the handover from
31 Sig Regt to 39 Sig Regt now complete. W e are now training
with our new Regt. Many members of the Sqn r ecently
completed their PET training on the new Bowman kit that has
steadily been flowing into the stor es. It was really well run, and
even better that the lead was taken by TA soldiers who have
completed the ‘train the trainer’ courses; so thanks to Sgt Tim
Still, Sgt Justin Hewett and Sgt Eric Gar dyne assisted by LCpl
Linfor d Millen . Itis great to get the kit and also the newer W olf
Land Rovers. Training priorities are now to train all users and also
complete driver training. We are planning an in-house DITS
course to train the future JNCOs of the Sqn. Several members
are off to take part in the firepower demonstration in W arminster
and also to show the capabilities of the REEBOK comms suite.

\, £

WO?2 Steve Hall just leamt he is now a Troop Commander

We are look forward to the Bde Comd'’ s visit in late October and
then the dining out of our SPSI, SSgt Mac McMullen . Mac has
put his heart and soul into the Sgn and we thank him for all his
efforts over his 3 years on the south coast. We wish him luck in
his new posting in Héhne, in Germany.

Two of our soldiers have recently been mobilised and are off to
Afghanistan. LCpl Terry Smith is off with the Household Cavalry
as a driver. LCpl Ben Bracken is attached to a Med Regt as a
chef and says he is loving the majority of female nurses and
medics that he has to look after! Cpl Tom Flint is soon to be
mobilised as well with REME.

Several promotions took place during the summer with the
following promoted to LCpl; LCpl Ray Taylor, LCpl Terry Smith ,
LCpl Ben Bracken and LCpl Ed Boys . Well done to them all.
Well done also to LCpl Mick Scott , who just completed his Class
2 Medic course. We have 8 new recruits in the wings awaiting
their selection weekend.

Lt Peter Mapledoram and 17 members of 884 Tp in Brighton
recently attended evening refreshments and drinks with the
Mayor of Brighton at her the Town Hall. She is keen to promote
the Reserve Forces within the Borough and was so happy to
receive a Sqn plaque that she presented each TA soldier with a
pair of Brighton and Hove city cuf flinks. 2Lt Chris Kong recently
returned from the NATO Young Officers conference in Sofia,
Bulgaria. One of a very few UK TA officers, he seemed to enjoy
the hard work and social events equally!

In the Officers Mess, the Skinners’ Livery Company dinner in the
city of London is being eagerly anticipated. The Seniors are
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having a send off dinner at a hotel in Eastbourne for all the
previous members of 31 Sig Regt WOs and Sgts mess. An all
ranks Halloween fancy dress party should encourage the bar
profits to rise and promote our esprit de corps! A rugby match
against a local side is planned for December after the Christmas
party, so the team will be training again soon.

OC 56 Sgn with the new army electric razor

Finally, it is time to say goodbye to Capt lan Murray , our PSAO.
After 22 years Regular service in the Corps and a further 18 as a
PSAO, he finally is hanging up his boots. He will be a very hard
act to replace. We wish him and his wife Arianne all the best for
a lovely retirement to enjoy his motorbike, running and mor e
diving holidays.

57 (CITY & COUNTY OF BRISTOL) SIGNAL SQUADRON -
BRISTOL

ocC Maj B Ruthven
SSM WO2(SSM) R Sharp

It has been another busy period for 57 Sig Sqn. The Sgn has had
little time to rest following Annual Camp, where the Regt was split
between Gibraltar and Garelochhead. August saw the Sgn’s
involvement with the Bristol Balloon Fiesta. This is an opportunity
for the Sgn to do some recruiting as well as assisting with
Community Engagement. An adventure training weekend on C1
training had originally been planned for August, but unfortunately
due to the inclement weather it had to be cancelled. Hopefully it
will be possible to rearrange this for next year as the package put
together by the SPSI would have been thoroughly enjoyed by the
Sqn.

September saw more PET and Weekend 1 Bowman training for
the Sqn, split between Blandfor d and Bovington in glorious
sunshine. The training must have been hard going as half of the
Sgn didn’t disappear into Weymouth on the Saturday night, or
maybe they didn’t go out because they wer e all tired after
spending the day in a hangar with no windows! Either way, it was
a good weekend and it is encouraging to see how many soldiers
are progressing through the Bowman mandatory training.

We are now looking towar ds Remembrance Parade and the Sgn
Freedom Parade in Bristol in November. This should give ample
opportunities for WO2(SSM) Sharp to brush up on his drill
commands and for the soldiers to practise polishing their boots
and ironing their kit. The Sgn Freedom Parade has been planned
for several months now and we will be mar ching with 266 Bty RA
who are also being granted the Freedom on 14 November. We
are hoping to have a good tur nout and are looking forward to
entertaining our guests in the TA Centre afterwards.

As a Sgn we also have some congratulations to make.

Gloucester Tp have a bit of a theme going at the moment and ar e
trying to bleed the Sqn fund dry with flower deliveries!
Congratulations go to SSgt Jo Stevens and her partner on the
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birth of their daughter Maisie and also to Cpl Dave Kane and
Rose on the birth of their daughter Jessica . They are obviously
taking the lead from their Tp OC, Capt Dave John and his wife
Caroline who celebrated the birth of their daughter Sophie earlier
in the year. Sadly, we have also had to say farewell to the
outgoing OC, Maj lain Sainsbury , who is off to pastures new.

We wish him, Lizzie and the girls all the best for the future.

CIOR MILITARY COMPETITION IN BULGARIA
- by Sig Chessher

This year | took part in the CIOR in Bulgaria. CIOR is a military
competition which tests the combat ef fectiveness, military skills
and physical robustness of Reservists. All the countries in NATO
compete in teams of 3 over a 3 day event. The competition
consists of pistol and rifle shooting on the first day , an obstacle
course and utility swimming on the second day , and orienteering
with additional tasks like range estimation, map r eading and hand
grenade throwing on the third day.

Building up to the competition, the UK squad takes part in a
rigorous training programme meeting one weekend a month to
train. | joined the training programme half way through the year
not really knowing what | was taking on. Consequently | left my
first training weekend batter ed and bruised and unable to walk for
a week. | trained hard in my own time, kept going back to each
training session and made it through to the ‘beat up’ week befor e
the competition. This was a week of intense training. A typical
day involved being up at 0600hrs and spending the mor ning on
the ranges, followed by a 3 hour session on the asslt course.
Then it was off to the pool for a 3 hour session in clothes with
obstacles in the pool. The day would end with a briefing for the
orienteering starting the next mor ning. After a week’s worth of
‘beat up’ training | was delighted to get a place in the UK squad.

For the competition, reserves from each of the countries join
together and compete in inter national teams and so as a reserve
for the UK squad, | joined a Bulgarian team. A particular highlight
of the competition was shooting in a thunderstorm. W e were
shooting AK 47s while lightning hit the back of the ranges;
surprisingly we still hit the targets! On the third day of
competition, | took on the r ole of orienteer which is normally
reserved for someone who has trained for that position and has
the most experience. So my team took on the practically vertical
Bulgarian landscape armed with the knowledge that the course
was going to be ‘particularly technical’, my 4 months’ experience
and the ability to communicate with each other only by hand
signals. Perhaps inspired by the knowledge that bears inhabited
the area, my infantry skills kicked in and | managed to swiftly
navigate the 15km course without getting lost! Overall the
competition was a success for the UK. The UK Ladies won gold
as did the novice Men’s team. For me, the competition was both
a challenging and rewarding experience. | took away lots of
memories and bruises! | can’t wait to get training for next year.

Sig Chessher with Bulgarian friends at the CIOR military
competition held in Bulgaria
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94 (BERKSHIRE YEOMANRY) SIGNAL TROOP — WINDSOR

ocC Maj Vince Connelly
SSM WO2(SSM) C Dean

Congratulations to Capt Al Hawes and his wife Simona on the
birth of their baby daughter Eva.

THE LORD LIEUTENANT'S AWARDS - by Lt Mark Craster

The Annual Lord Lieutenant's Awards were held at Reading
University on 22 September 2009. The event was hosted by the
Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire, Mary Bayliss and attended by
various other dignitaries from around the County, while Maj
Laden ACF acted as Toastmaster. With a large number of cadets
from all 3 Services and a number of TA soldiers receiving awards,
it was a well attended and popular event. Comd 145 Bde kicked
off the evening with his speech on what the various Lor d
Lieutenant's Awards meant to those who received them and to
give the audience an update on the current events being
occurring within the Bde' s AOR.

94 Sig Sqgn had a number of individuals attending the event with
Sgt Andy Murphy receiving an Award for his exceptional
contribution to the Sqgn, while the OC, Maj Connelly read his
citation. The event was primarily run by the Berkshire ACF who
provided the majority of the manpower, whilst 885 Tp from
Reading was on hand to man the Sgn’s Recruiting stand and
provide security. A big thank you to all who attended and made
the event possible and congratulations to Sgt Murphy for his
award.

Sgt Murphy joined the Regular Army in September 1972, initially
serving with the Royal Scots and then in 1975 transferring into
the REME. During his distinguished service he served in BAOR,
UK and deployed on Op GRANBY. He completed his service with
the Regular Army in 1995.

Sgt Murphy has been employed at Windsor TAC as the PSI since
16 January 1996 in the LAD with the responsibility for maintaining
and ensuring the vehicle fleet is fully fit to be deployed at short
notice. He has attended many Annual Camps during this period
and provided an invaluable service. Sgt Murphy has been a huge
asset to the Sqn and can be proud of his success.

BOWMAN TRAINING - by Lt Mark Craster

Since the end of Annual Camp in July this year, the Berkshire
Yeomanry has been on a frantic mission to get as many of its
members through the Bowman Training. This needs to be done
as soon as possible in order to meet its op commitments once
Clansman has finally disappeared from the Tech workshops,
where it seemed to spend most of its life. Tp Comds, Tp Seniors
and the PSlIs have spent many hours either twisting arms or
offering bribes to the operators to ensur e that as many of them
complete the initial training and subsequent 2 weekends of
training as soon as possible. This has obviously proved to be
quite a challenge, with Bowman training, driving cadr es and
normal weekend exs all occurring at the same time, in dif ferent
locations and all requiring the same soldiers to attend.

Having attended the first Bowman training on of fer, | was amazed
at how quickly we wer e able to understand and get thr ough the
mountain of slide shows, practicals and tests. I've also been
pleasantly encouraged by the amount of enthusiasm and
motivation from the operators to complete the training and get
back out in the field with the new equipment as soon as they can,
to begin testing its limitations.

All in all, the Sqgn is forging ahead successfully despite the
challenges being faced with meeting its futur e op requirements
and adapting to the new digital comms system. T aking on all of
this whilst also organising the Sqgn for its restructuring once 885
Tp is moved to Windsor has obviously meant a busy and
challenging time for all, but one which has also been to date been
very handled professionally by the Sqn’s members.
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40th (ULSTER) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
BELFAST

CcO Lt Col SJ McConnell
RSM WO1 Coates

EXERCISE NORMAN WARRIOR 11 - 25 SEPTEMBER

This year's summer camp, Ex NORMAN WARRIOR, took place
from 11 — 25 September 09 between Lydd and Hythe, Kent and
Caen, France. Parallel training was conducted for those

providing UK Comd Sp CIS and those pr eparing to deploy to
Cyprus on Op TOSCA in March 10. The training matrix was
complicated to say the least, but the ex ran to plan and everyone
managed to make it home to Norther n Ireland at the end — except
for one vehicle which | believe is still in Stafford!

COMMAND SUPPORT ICS TRAINING - by Cpl Patterson

Command Support CIS and Bowman training was a gr eat 8-day
package, as soon as the Northern Irish speaking students broke
down the language barrier between themselves and WO2(YofS)
‘Smudge’ Smith  who comes from Dundee!

X i ‘I :J |
Sgt Wendy Cush teaching during the driver training package

The 4 instructors; the Yeoman, SSgt Mar ¢ Beckett , SSgt Luke
Venni and not forgetting SSgt Steve Anderson all had a wealth
of knowledge when it came to the subject matter of the CST and
Bowman kit. The students wer e split into 2 sects which worked
well with there being a good mix of experienced and some lesser
experienced people (Sgt Chris Collins ) to help and work within
the 2 CSTs that we had to set up and man fully for the duration of
the ex.

The main purpose of the CST was to provide the TOSCA training
with an Airwave DS/Safety net and a main net for the sects
exercising in the area, giving valuable training in VP and R2
similar to that which will be used in Cyprus. At first some of the
VP was interesting but as the hours went on and with some
coaxing for the Comd Support team and the Y eoman, who now
has no hair, it got much better. We also had a bit of an issue
when we let 2 Technicians, Cpl Marty Hanna and Sig Simon
Wheeler on to the net both at the same time. Much to our
dismay they started to talk on the net as though they wer e down
the pub on a Saturday night. The Yeoman asked us (politely) to
get them of the net. The CSTs provided the usual phone/fax
comms and also the BGAN system was used for the VTC which
was used twice a day or when requested by the Traffic Officer
Capt lan W olfe. Sometimes the VTC wasn'’t used for entirely ex
purposes, and LCpl Louise Swindell will be able to tell us all
more about that...
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The general opinion from the Comd Sp CIS students is that the
training was not only valuable and worthwhile but also a bit of a
laugh as well.

LCpl McGuinness receiving his promotion from Comd 2 (NC) Sig
Bde, Brig Hargreaves

LCpl Annan receiving his promotion from Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde,
Brig Hargreaves, after being called out to ‘fix’ the CO’s car

TOSCA TAB - by WO2(SSM) Gamble

As part of our preparation for deployment to Cyprus, a 2 day
TOSCA tab was carried out by all sects. This involved tabbing to
various grid points wher e different stands had been prepared, all
relevant to Cyprus. These included a simulated RTA, mine
recognition, backgr ound questions on Cyprus and last but
certainly not least, a mountain bike ‘patr oI’ of some 10 km. While
the weather did not match that of a Cypriot summer , it was as
warm as Southern England would allow. Much liquid was
consumed, unfortunately it was only water. While there were
some minor map reading errors and some alarm at the rather
large bulls in certain fields, all teams made it back in one piece.
The mountain biking was an experience, especially for the likes of
myself who last rode a bike some ??? years ago. Nights were
spent at various locations using ponchos, bivi bags and good old
army rations. After getting bitten by every flea known to

mankind, every one in the end agreed that the ex was worth it
(although | for one can wait another ??? years before getting on a
bike again...)
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NORMAN PATROL

Following the success of the initial phase of the ex, the Regt
deployed to Caen in France to conduct the second patr ol element
of the camp. The ground to be covered was the historic area
surrounding the WW2 Normandy beach landings 15 km fr om
Caen. The Norman Patrol was split into 12 sects, split to enable

6 sections to walk the East route and 6 to walk the West route.

Ex NORMAN PATROL — the Nomandy beaches

Conditions were good for the crossing to Calais. Unfortunately
the MT Sgt, Sgt Symons was not booked! Bit of a hiccup? It
was “Off the bus, on the bus” for a while but eventually we all
arrived at Calais. With a few minor delays and a few rotations of
roundabouts, the sects wer e on their way to the first location —
Pegasus Bridge. It was well worth the jour ney and the tab to get
there. It was an unbelievable site. After spending a short period
of time at the site and having a UN Planning Ex to carry out, it
was onwards and upwards to the final location for the night.
West Sect made their way to Merville Gun Battery and then back
to the accommodation, pr ovided by 18 Transmissions Regiment.
Let's just say, Camp La Cortine 1996.

Tuesday dawned bright and beautiful and the weather was
looking very good. Out came the suncr eam (a novelty for many
from the Regt — not much sun in the Emerald Isle). The sects
were dropped off at their relevant RV points before beginning
their tab for the day.

Maj Scottie Rankin giving a passable demonstration of how to exit
the beach landing craft

As evening time approached, a sudden blast over the radio at
EXCON alerted a problem. Several calls for Casevac, Casevac,
Blisters! Blisters! cried the Tiffy. A few were rounded up and
transported to the over night stop at “Les Camping des
Pommiers”. All sects arrived safely — except for one, that of Cpl
Fleming was missing in action. He was later located with his
men at a little restaurant across from the campsite! After a boil in
the bag for everyone else and a few beers, everyone settled
down for the night with a supply of Zinc Oxide tape, r eady for the
final day’s patrol.

Over the 3 days, the Sects completed a Patr ol that incorporated:
Hillman Strong Point, Merville Gun Battery, Pegasus Bridge,
Sword Beach, Bieville, Perrier Ridge, Cresserons, Luc Sur Mer,
Colleville Montgomery, Cambes de Plain Cemetery, Commando
Museum, Cemetery La Fossette, Gold Beach and Juno Beach.
The final day ended with everyone back safely at 18
Transmissions Regiment, looking forward to a few beers and the
final smoker of 40 (U) Sig Regt (V).
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2O 71st (YEOMANR V) SIGNAL REGIMENT
| §Z BEXLEYHEA TH

CcO Lt Col Tim Allen
RSM WO1(RSM) Paul Kinsey

47 (MIDDLESEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc Maj MPN Smith TD
SSM WO2(SSM) M Gilfrin

The year has continued to be a busy time for the Sqgn, thr ough
changes to the Sgqn ORBAT, training weekends, recruit pass offs
and courses. Firstly the Sqgn is pleased to have survived the
recent restructuring of the Royal Signals TA, but sadly it has lost
its Tp at Booker TA Centre, in High Wycombe. On a brighter note
the Sqgn is pleased to welcome the new 831 Sig Tp late of 31
(Col) Sig Regt. Based at Southfields TA Centre, the Sqgn looks
forward to integrating the new Tp and embracing all the new
personalities it brings.

Congratulations go to Sigs Chalkin-Smith , Mehta, Roberts and
Swatton for passing their recruits’ courses. Meanwhile Sigs
Master , Roberts , Brown and Speller all passed their trade
course with Sig Brown being awarded Most Improved Student.
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The Sgn is also pleased to hear that ex-Sqn member Sig Matt
Cope, who transferred to the Royal Navy, has successfully
passed off his recruit’s course gaining a total of 7 of 10 awards
including Best Performance, Endeavour and Best Overall Recruit.

The Sqgn'’s return from Ex MARBLE TOR was celebrated in August
with the annual summer ball, and thanks go to or ganiser of the
event, Cpl Sorbie who writes:

“Everyone made a fine effort with the irrepressible Cpl Palmer
looking extra dapper in his ‘James Bond’ white dinner jacket and
all the ladies looking beautiful — even Sig ‘Cheery’ Jeary who
“doesn’t do dresses”! The bruises, sprains and aches from
Gibraltar were forgotten when the Pimms started to flow .

The evening went well and the OC, Maj Smith made an
extraordinarily short speech, well done Sir!

In attendance were the CO, Lt Col Allen and Mrs Allen , the Adijt,
a number of Association members, ex-sqgn members and ex-PSl,
Sgt Evans and his wife Karen (who came all the way from
Germany). Ex-SSM Brian Keefe and wife Pauline were also
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and comms skills. This was a good shake out for the
Sqgn and provided the newer soldiers with an idea of
what is expected of them when working on a det such
as FFR, SRB (AGVMIV) or CST.

Saturday saw the Sgts and below taking part in a
series of leadership tasks arranged by 70 (EY) Sig Sqgn,
whilst the SSgts and WOs took part in a Leadership
Development Course, both of which pr ovided some
interesting results! From lunchtime on Sunday, all this
activity was thankfully followed by a 24hr R&R period,
which saw the Sqgn have a meal in a local pub, aptly
named “Labour in Pain”. The evening was enjoyed by
all, although there were a few jaded souls first thing on
Monday mor ning!

On Sunday Capt Rawden Leigh and 2Lt Alex Taffs

Guests and Squadron Members at the August Annual Ball looking exceedingly
dapper!

amongst the revellers. The evening went on late into the night
and we would like to thank SSgt ‘Boz’ Boswell and his boys
from 68 (ICCY) Sig Sgn for doing the bar and guard. Thanks go
to all who helped with the put up and tear down and to 2IC, Capt
Curtis-Rouse who provided the Port!”

September has seen the Pearson shoot, with the Sqn competing
against the Middlesex Yeomanry Association for the infamous
Pearson Cup. An unusually sunny day saw the event start off
well on No2 Range at Ash, Pirbright. With Cpl Coleman acting
as RCO and Ops Officer Capt Orr ensuring that everything was
done by the book, the Sgn had a quick practice to ensur e that
they could still shoot. Meanwhile SSgt(SQMS) Cheshir e and Sgt
Lane were performing miracles. First they erected a large
marquee without the instructions and most of the parts and
second, they ensured that a spectacular curry lunch pr epared by
Sigs Burman and Saul was ready for the hungry appetites of the
Association and Sgn.

The Pearson shoot went extremely well, with some interesting
groupings at 25m, ranging from the very small to the unbelievably
large; names shall be omitted to pr otect the innocent! After
retiring for lunch, Sgn Hon Col, Lt Col Gr ocott was somewhat
pleased to award the Sgn with the Pearson Cup after another
successful win. Best Shot went to Sig Bur nham for achieving the
best grouping.

Lastly, the Sgn is delighted to congratulate Cpl Craig Langley
and LCpl Caz Bar nfield on their marriage and looks forward to
seeing them training again after their honeymoon.

70 (ESSEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj K Humphries
SSM WO2(SSM) RK Pieper

Another year goes by and Annual Camp is here! This year the
Sqgn teamed up with 265 (KCLY) Sp Sgn for our 2 week ex. Due
to circumstances beyond our contr ol, the original Camp location
of Sennelager, Germany was changed to Swynnerton in
Staffordshire. Under the control of Regimental Ops, a plan was
put together at short notice which pr oved to provide excellent
training in our UK Ops Role.

After circumnavigating various roundabouts several times en
route to the Regimental Release Point, the Sqn confirmed the
lessons learnt during Regimental exs conducted earlier in the
year. Once released, the Sgn convoy made its way to and finally
arrived at Swynnerton Camp. The first week consisted of our
eagerly awaited training on Bowman HF and VHF Manpack
radios, excellently provided by the Regimental Yeoman,
SSgt(YofS) ‘Grumpy’ Engleby and SPSIs SSgt Beattie and SSgt
Evans. This was followed by a Regimental PACEX run by the
Regimental Foreman, SSgt(FofS) Malla , which saw the dets and
Sqgn CPs deploy to ‘gr een field’ sites and practise their det drills
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deployed on Ex LONDON RESPONDER acting as floor
walkers assisting the HQ LONDIST staff during their
annual CAST ex. On Monday afternoon of the second
week, the Essex Yeomanry and 265 (KCLY) Sp Sgn
deployed on to Swynnerton Training Area to put into
practice the skills learnt and refreshed the previous week.
Following a short build up, the FFR dets wer e deployed around
the Midlands area in support of a ‘HIN1 Flu’ type scenario. SCP
70 lead by WO2(SSM) Pieper, WO1 Humphr eys and
WO2(YofS(V)) Perry, provided the C2 element to the ex with OC
265 and his band of merry men providing the vital CSup Sp.

——

WO2(SSM) Richard Pieper and WO1 Paul Humpheys resting after
SCP 70 has been set up by 2Lt Alex Taffs

Ex PHOENIX FALCON saw the dets deploy as far afield as
Redditch and Bramcote to set up HF comms with varying
degrees of success. This meant some long nights — for both
Excon and the dets — to successfully establish comms with the
outstations. Following refresher instruction from Sgt Long on the
finer points of det set up, things got underway . With the ex in full
swing and radio traffic being sent to and fro, Sig Brown proudly
informed SSgt(YofS) Engleby and SSgt Evans that the NATO
phonetic alphabet had been updated with the letter U changing

to UMBRELLA from UNIFORM. Sig Brown was quickly
corrected!

A big thank you goes to SSgt(YofS) Engleby and SSgt Evans for
their patience and instructional skills during the ex. W ell done to
Sigs G Mills and Ashton for their successful manning and
deployment of the ARLIG det and Sigs Polley , Darley and
Rideout for completing their first annual camp. Hopefully many
more to come.

PARISH NOTICES

Congratulations to Sigs Delf and Ward on their recent promotion
to LCpl, both are well deserved. Also to LCpl Honychur ch for
his promotion to Cpl and this is a double celebration since Cpl
Honychur ch became the proud father of a baby girl, Emily. We
wish both him and wife Lisa our congratulations and wish them
all the best. Best of luck to LCpl Ward and Sgt Braizer on their
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mobilisation for Op HERRICK; we wish them both a speedy and
safe return.

Congratulations to SSgt(SQMS) Shuttleworth on his recent
selection for the appointment of 71 (Y) Sig Regt RQMS (NRPS).

Finally, due to Royal Signals TA Restructuring, the Essex
Yeomanry's long association with the town of Harlow comes to an
end with the closure of Harlow TA Centre and 882 Sig Tp.

882 Troop, 70 (EY) Signal Squadron at Harlow TA Centre

This will be the last entry from 70 (EY) Sig Sgn as it melges with
68 (ICCY) Sig Sgn to become part of 68 Sig Sgn from 1 October
2009 in preparation for Regimental IOC on 31 March 2010. This
will see the reduction of the Sgn to a Tp and so command of the
new 907 (EY) Sig Tp was handed over fom Maj Kirk Humphries
to Capt James Swain on Friday 2 October 2009. Maj
Humphries finishes his short association with 70 (EY) Sig Sgn
and the Regt by moving onto pastur es new. WO1 Paul

Humphr eys also sadly leaves the Sgn, however he will remain
part of the Regt as he moves to a post in RHQ.

the ex to come. The crew gathered and after some final checks
by Sgt Keogh , we were out of the gate by 0600hrs. A short
drive later and we had arrived at our destination, W ellington
Barracks in the heart of London, it was 0700hrs.

Upon arrival the REEBOK crew began unloading the kit and
setting up. Unlike last year, rather than flights of stairs to contend
with we found ourselves deploying in the gymnasium of all
places; it was certainly one way to ensur e the crew were in the
gym on a daily basis.
Thanks to the efforts of our
resident Electrician, Cpl
Butler, we had power within
the hour and the crew

| worked quickly to ensur e the
SYSCON vehicle established
its satellite link with
Corsham.

By 1500hrs the gym had
been turned into a Commcen
and the link was in and
working. With the set-up
completed, it was time to
move into shift patter ns with
Sig Hill and Sig Connelly up
first. Their challenges;
maintain the REEBOK link
and establish comms via
Bowman HF to our FFR dets
in Swynnerton, who were concurrently conducting Ex PHOENIX
FALCON with 70 (EY) Sig Sqgn.

The ex itself was the HQ LONDIST Command and Staff Trainer
(CAST) ex and was based aound a natural disaster in the form of
severe weather causing large scale disruption across 3 Boroughs
of the City. It was key for us to supply the Staf f cells with the
Information Communication Services (ICS) that they required in
order to command and contr ol the situation. Twelve hours on
and it was time for shifts to change, LCpl Horton and LCpl
Williams appeared on the scene looking

very worn, having been awoken in their
downtime to attend a vital briefing.

In the back of SYSCON Sgt Jopling toiled
away to keep the link in, a task he found
ever more difficult when the link died during
the night. The problem, a power cable that
| had worked itself loose, a combined gr oan
rang out from the SYSCON vehicle and 10
mins later the link was back in.

As the days went by, the improvisation of
antennas on the Bowman det required
some creative thinking by Sig Hill and feats
of monkey like climbing by Sig Connelly .
Always a difficult task, LCpl Williams
worked effortlessly to maintain comms
during the night, only to have to change
frequencies the moment he had it just right.
Wednesday night and the ex phase we
were required for ended and so
professionally and quickly we tor e down the
equipment and packed it away . Under
orders from SSgt(FofS) Malla , all hands

70 (Essex Y¥eomanry) Signal Squadron

265 (KCLY) SUPPORT SQUADRON

ocC Maj AA Chur ch
SSM WO2(SSM) AD Keeble

EXERCISE LONDON RESPONDER - by Sig Connelly
It was 28 September, a steady monotonous beep echoed

throughout the drill hall; the sound of a watch alarm waking us for
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were summoned to help with the last parts
of the tear down in order that we could
depart promptly the next mor ning. Newly promoted LCpl
Horton , clearly not pleased to have her sleep disrupted a second
time, soon found her frown become a smile as the light at the end
of the tunnel approached.

At 0700hrs Thursday 1 October, after 4 days of hard work, the
vehicles were lined up and ready to deploy back to the TAC. The
journey was short, the weather was fine, and as the last piece of

kit was unloaded we had completed another year’ s annual camp.
&
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NEWS FROM THE SQUADRONS

1 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (215)
TIDWORTH

ocC Maj MJ Morton
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Watts

INTRODUCTION

This introduction must start out with the Sgn’ s whole hearted
congratulations to our RSM, WO1(RSM) Watts, who has recently
been successful on the Late Entry Commissions Board in his
selection for Commissioning. Well done De De!

The last few months have seen the Sgn enjoy a well earned
stand-down over August followed swiftly by a significant number
deploying straight out to BATUS to take part in Ex MEDICINE
MAN 4. Whilst this was predominately a BG sized ex, based
around 2 R WELSH, the Sgn provided support to the High
Control Bde HQ, a number of rear link dets out on the prairie and
significant backfill to the temporary ex staf f. For the remainder
back in Tidworth, it has been a period of normal ‘in-barracks’
routine, ensuring the vehicles go through the normal cycle of
maintenance, servicing and inspections.

The ongoing sp to ops for the Sqn continues thr ough the never
ceasing provision of Individual Augmentees. As this edition goes
to press we will have 3 of our Sgn deployed in Afghanistan, Sgt
Phil Smith with the HCR, Sgt Ben Day with the LD and LCpl
Neil Mackie in Lashkar Gar with 11 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn. We
have just welcomed back the 4 members of the r ear link dets that
deployed with 4 RIFLES as the Election Surge Force: Cpl Jon
Robinson , LCpl Lou Roberts , Sig Craig McT aggart and Sig
Liam Todd. In addition to this we continue to pr ovide our share
of the personnel required for non-Op HERRICK dets with Sgt Tim
Hannam and Cpl Dave Butler working for BATUK, LCpl Keith
Mortlock returning from and Sgt O’'Mahony-Doran and LCpl
Bron Bierman deploying to JCUFI as well as additional tr oops to
NI and other training sp tasks thr oughout the UK.

The remainder of 2009 saw the Sqgn providing sp and event
coordination to the annual Tidworth 10km race, in aid of the
Salisbury District Hospital STARS appeal. November has
provided the opportunity for some cor e military skills training and
a junior soldiers cadre course. A look forward into 2010 sees the
Sqn getting back to its cor e business of providing comd sp for
HQ 1 Mech Bde, with a series of exs planned thr oughout the first
half of the yearThis is due to culminate with a Bde HQ CAST
certifications ex in late Summer 2010. The ongoing building
project that is ALLENBY/CONNAUGHT in Tidworth is now
starting to deliver real results for the Sgn with the Sqn HQ, Sgts
Mess and Single Living Accommodation all now benefitting fr om
either new or refurbished buildings. Once the new sports facility
in Jellalabad Barracks and the new technical garage space and
QM'’s Dept come on line in 2010, Tidworth will become a very
modern and exciting place to serve.

KIWI TROPHY - by Sig Wood

24 September 2009 started overcast and foggy as SSgt Richie
Thompson , Sgt ‘Willy’ Wilson , Cpl ‘Dutch’ Davidson , Sig ‘Billy’
Jervis and | prepared to tackle the 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt individual
march and shoot event, known as the Kiwi Trophy. Having all
met up and collected weapons, we headed via Bulfor d for the
transport up to the top of the Kiwi Hill. ~ Once on top, the usual
banter began with SSgt Thompson doing what all other
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physically fit people do befor e such events, claiming “Oh, | ain’t
trained for this and I'm going to take it easy ,” yet once he started,
that was him gone and not seen until the end of the race. As the
day progressed the weather got hotter and while Cpl Davidson
was sipping on protein shakes, the rest of us were sipping on our
own sweat, streaming off our faces. At the half way marker,
drinks and bruised bananas were handed out and this little bit of
energy kept us going for a bit longer.

After 9 miles | screamed past Sgt Wilson, leaving nothing but a
trail of dust for him to chew on for the next mile. At the 13th

mile, the range came into view and after some lucky shooting,
everyone managed to hit the target. For the last mile it was a
slog up what seemed to be a near vertical hill, back to the top of
the Kiwi to finish the event. With everyone in the team having
completed the full distance, we feel that 215 pr oduced some
respectable results. Our thanks go out to 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt
for inviting us and delivering a very challenging event and we look
forward to coming back next year!

EXERCISE ACE DEVELOPMENT - by LCpl Wheatley

We've always had good relations with our 12 Mech Bde HQ & Sig
Sgn colleagues down the road in Bulford and so were only too
pleased to accept the places they of fered to us on Ex ACE
DEVELOPMENT Unfortunately at almost exactly the same time
as the places were offered, there was an unexpected rise in the
number of appointments and pr essing engagements that
rendered most of the Sgn’s JNCO and Sigs too busy too attend.
Luckily though for LCpl Br on Bierman and |, our Tp Sgt had
already ‘volunteered’ us before we had time to find such excuses
ourselves.

We didn’t quite get the warm welcome we expected on tur ning
up, just a warm up followed by an ICFT! An especially good
effort by LCpl Bierman saw her produce a faster time than most
of her male colleagues. To make the first day a truly memorable
experience, there was also an RSM'’s inspection, which was
thoroughly enjoyed by all. Some liked it so much they
‘volunteered’ to parade again that night at 2200hrs to r elive the
experience!

For the rest of the week we remained in Bulford, where we
enjoyed many lessons by the DS and some thoroughly enjoyable
PT. The JNCO students also gave some lessons to the rest of
their sects, giving us all some valuable experience on instruction.
The second week saw the troops deploy into the field wher e
more field craft lessons ensued, including a very thor ough lesson
on ‘Hygiene in the Field’ where not only was nothing left out — it
would be fair to say everything was out!

For the final week we moved up to Leek training area where
everything that had been taught to us was put into practice.
Unfortunately at this point half of the 215 contingent was
removed from the ex when LCpl Bierman succumbed to Swine
Flu. She was whisked away quickly before the rest of us realised
the opportunity for an early bath with the onset of some snif fles.
The DS soon wizened up to this and nothing but the best piggy
squealing got a ride in the ‘jack’ wagon. The ex phase went well
apart from an incident with a severely geographically
embarrassed Sig Brachers of 228 Sig Sgn and after a good post
endex curry, the clean up began.
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EXERCISE MEDMAN 4 WITH 2 R WELSH - by Lt Neil Taylor

With the memories of 4 months of “living the dr eam” in Australia
still fresh in my mind, my Boss decided it was time | did a little
work to earn my wages. So it was off to Canada as a part of the
2 R WELSH BG HQ Staff. After a little chopping and changing of
jobs, with everything from Information Manager to Media Of ficer
being considered, it was decided that | was to become the BG
HQ Influence Officer.

Lt Taylor “influences” the locals with the help of his 30mm canon
and chain gun

The weather at the beginning of the ex was seriously hot but it
did get very cold very quickly! That said, | did manage to acquir e
quite an impressive squaddie tan. Professionally, it was
interesting to see how different and at the same time similar the
BG HQ worked compared to the Bde HQ that | work at back in
the UK. BG HQ had a similar set-up to a Bde Lt Fwd HQ and it
comprised a similar staff composition. While not dir ectly involved
with the planning cycle, | hope | have gained enough insight to
aid in my upcoming JOTAC course.

My role in the BG HQ was to collect, assimilate and deliver
information about the local nationals to the BG Comd in or der to
allow him to have the option to consider non-kinetic ef fects to
achieve his mission. | was fortunate to have a professional aiding
me, in the form of CSgt Devar ny. He has been to Afghanistan
twice in an influence role and was key in checking my eager but
amateur work! The experience has paid off and | will seek to get
on a MSST course as soon as | hit UK soil. As well as working in
the BG HQ, | managed to escape to B Coy, 2 R WELSH, who are
currently rolled as an armd inf coy. | quickly got used to working
from a Warrior AFV (which surprisingly has less room than a
Bulldog) as well as understanding the Welsh accent. After a little
Welsh — English banter, | settled down to some work “influencing”
the local nationals.

After the month long ex had finished, ther e was the obligatory
turn around of the vehicles — the BATUS vehicle mechanics are
very thorough so this took almost a week, it was time to start
planning for R&R and getting in some quality adventur e training.
Trails Ends Camp is an excellent facility and many of the soldiers
took the opportunity to sky dive or go horse tr ekking. Overall, |
have leamt a lot from the ex and would recommend it to any
officer wanting to become an RSO or just work a little closer to
the teeth arms. The highlight for me though was on one night,
just after coming on shift as a watchkeeper, | was told that call
sign 83, Capt Goslin , was lost! He was only trying to find the BG
leaguer, which has only hundreds of huge armoured vehicles all
adorned with cylumes on a flat plain!

BATUS AS TEMPORARY STAFF - by Capt Chris Goslin
For me Ex MEDICINE MAN 4 was to take the part of one of the
BG TAC HQ Range Safety Staff on the BATUS Temporary Staff.

Finally the day of the flight was upon us and in true young of ficer
style | had left my admin to the last safe moment. | was planning
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to pack that mor ning for a 1200hrs parade at the Sgn on the
principal that if you give it a week, it will take a week, if you give it
2 mins, it will take 2 mins! After a frantic pack, a brief bus
journey and a long flight, which was spent mostly horizontal in
business class, we arrived in Canada and a large group of
confused and tired soldiers were gathered in the cook house. It
was at this point that | had my first exposur e to the BATUS'’isms
of referring to everybody as their call sign and so | ceased to be
Capt Chris Goslin and became Call Sign 83 for the next 2
months!

Four days into my time in Canada | was finally more or less up to
speed with what my job entailed. My r ole was to follow CO 2 R
WELSH during the ex, for safety, sit in on BG Orders Groups,
back brief the BATUS safety staff on the BG scheme of
manoeuvre for the next phase of the ex and observer contr ol the
running of BG HQ. | was also the TES point of contact for BG
HQ despite having only had a 20 min familiarisation on the kit.

Capt ‘83’ Goslin takes some time out of the top of his pickup to
top up his tan

The ex was an excellent experience for a non-teeth arm officer. |
was lucky enough to experience live tank firing, close artillery
danger and engineer demolitions ranges. | saw how an armd inf
BG plans and executes deliberate offensive and transitional ops
as well as the intricacies of comd and contr ol of such a
complicated, all arms or ganisation. It turned out to be a real
education and despite a few hiccups went r elatively smoothly. It
was a challenging role and early morning zap checks and lack of
sleep defined Ex MEDMAN 4 for me.

The hiccup that sticks out was when Lt Taylor's morning was
brightened up as he came on shift as BG watchkeeper to the
brief that “83 is lost”. However | would like to point out to him
that it wasn’t me who was lost. | (well my GPS) knew exactly
where | was. It was BG HQ who didn’t know their current
location as | was stood wher e they thought they were! So from
my point of view they wer e lost and when he giggled over the BG
Comd net: “You're looking for loads of armour ed vehicles with
blue cylumes on — you can’t miss it” at 0430hrs, | was cold, tir ed
and annoyed and was so close to ranting over Bowman!

Overall it was an excellent experience and refreshed my G3 brain
that had laid dormant for a while in Tidworth. | would
recommend this job to any junior Capt in the Corps just to gain
valuable experience of the realities of working at BG level and in
an all arms environment.

THE VIEW FROM THE BATUS OPS ROOM - by Sig Zunde

When | was told | was going to Canada, | refused the offer at first,
due to not seeing my family for quite a while. Capt Goslin
informed me that as | was the new Sig in Sabre Tp and the only
choice, asking me if | wanted to go was mer ely him being polite.
It seemed | was off to BATUS.

As soon as | arrived at BATUS, | was ready to work but first we
were to have a G1 briefing. A long, dull day but it was vital that
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we were familiarised with the area and the aim of my job as an
operator in the BATUS Ops room. A world of route clearances
and becoming very familiar with the prairie map lay ahead on
every shift but at least every 2 hrs the 3 operators would switch
to a different job.

My experience at BATUS has been interesting. There have been
many times throughout the ex where | got stuck and confused
but | was helped through these by the shift comds and mor e
senior Sigs and managed to do my job without any serious
dramas. | learnt many new skills and really enjoyed myself
despite missing home sometimes. As a Sig who had just left
Phase 2 training, going to Canada within a month of being at my
first unit, made me slightly nervous. It had been 2 months since |
touched a radio and my Voice Procedure was slightly rusty. |
soon picked it all up again and | have had the pleasure to work
with some good people on my shift who kept the morale up and
made our time in the Ops room enjoyable. Special mention
should go to Pte ‘Welsh Warrior’ Williams 92 and Pte ‘Welsh
Warrior’ Williams 83 , very confusing! | knew them through basic
training and it was great to see them again and all 3 of us gained
some real experience from our time in Canada.

My down time has been easily filled with fr equent trips to the
local swimming pool and socialising with my colleagues. W e had
6 days off in a row and went on a mini road trip to Edmonton for

Pte Williams 83 of 2 R WELSH demonstrates a route clearance

a bit of sightseeing and at the end of the ex season we had an
Ops Room BBQ. It was a bit of a windy start to the evening but
it soon turned into a great night surrounded by friends. This has
been a great chance to get some good experience in a dif ferent
environment and most of all | got to get to know some new
people in the process.

4 MECHANIZED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND “"*
SIGNAL SQUADRON (204) X
CATTERICK

oC Maj S Richar dson
RSM WO1(RSM) D MccCall

Life in Catterick has stepped up a gear since r eturning from
BATUS and Summer leave. The Sqn has been involved in various
All Arms Briefings, Cultural Awareness Training and a battle
camp, in preparation for the Bde's deployment on Op HERRICK
12. During September WO1(RSM) Andy Maylett handed over
the reins to WO1(RSM) Dave McCall who seems to be enjoying
joining the Sgn at such a busy time. In the coming months we
will be constructing and supporting the Bde HQ at CAST(N) and
conducting CIS training for both the Bde Staf f and Sgn
personnel. Then in November, the Sgn can look forward to going
on adventure training in Wales.

RSM Maylett handing over to RSM MccCall
EXERCISE MERCURY STRIKE 2 - by Sig Andrew White

As part of pre-deployment training for Op HERRICK 12, the Sgn
conducted a 2 week battle camp at W arcop training area, with
the main focus being placed on the development of basic
soldiering skills such as sect attacks, weapons drills and live

f% THE WIRE, DECEMBER2009

12

dghes

shoots. We also carried out theatre specific training such as Op
BARMA and Op KALA drills, counter IED training and vehicle
ambush drills. The battle camp started early Monday mor ning at
the Armoury; then it was straight onto the bus and down to
Warcop. After a quick br eakfast, we assembled outside the
accommodation wher e we were split down into our Pls and
Sects. We were driven to the ranges to zero our rifles and were
introduced to the skills and drills on the GPMG, LMG, Sig Sauer
and the UGL. If you weren’t taking part in the main training you
were performing a concurrent activity — these consisted of map
reading, CBRN, 506 training and BLS among others. We were
joined by members of 258 Sig Sgn who will be deploying with us
next year.

Cpl Nicholls having fun on the bayonet range!

During the rest of the week we completed an ACMT and
conducted a bayonet range — there were some interesting battle
cries and war faces to be seen and heard that day! On the
application of fire range, LCpl Nimmo from 258 Sig Sgn showed
us how ‘awesome’ a shot he was. W e were also introduced to
the UGL. Firing practice rounds, we only had one person who hit
the massive tank at a range of 300m. While conducting the pairs
fire and manoeuvre range LCpl Lee managed to go over on his
ankle, the medic was disappointed that ther e wasn'’t any blood,
and | managed to slice my hand open on a rock.
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The week then culminated in a ‘mini’ ex, when we based
ourselves in the skills house and transformed it into a makeshift
FOB. During this phase, we conducted framework patr ols
involving several different scenarios to test the various skills we
had learned so far, i.e. contact drills, 9 and 10 liners and Op
BARMA Dirills. After a final attack from the enemy on the FOB, in
which Cpl ‘Simmo’ Simpson won a bravery award for leading his
sect into GPMG fire, narrowly avoiding certain death, we tor e
down and proceeded back to camp for a well deserved BBQ and
a couple of beers. A big thank you goes out to Sgt Blackbur n
for cooking great food and not giving us food poisoning.

At the start of Week 2, we took part in a NAVEX over Tan Hill
consisting of a 28km route around the local area stamping
checkpoints along the way. Two of the sects, Cpl Walker and
Cpl Simpson , found the need to run the route, with both sects
finishing the course in just over 6 hrs and within 5 mins of each
other. Tuesday consisted of a GPMG shoot and a fir e team fire
and manoeuvre range, topped off with a night time sect in
defence range with tons of brass to pick up afterwar ds.
Wednesday brought with it a pl level attack on the skills house
culminating in an asslt on the building to practise our OBUA
skills. As well as that, the lucky few of us with CBRN kit wer e put
through the gas chamber. Three incredibly smart individuals, Sig
‘Mo’ Morris , Sig ‘Skem’ T renwith and Sig ‘Woody’ W oodwar d,
decided it would be a good idea to compete in a man test of who
could last the longest without a r espirator. Sigs Trenwith and
Woodwar d caved in within seconds of each other while Sig
Morris lasted over 2 mins, a very ‘respectable’ time indeed.
Thursday saw the culmination of the 2 week ex with a live fire
sect attack, after which we all headed back to Catterick for the
inevitable weapon cleaning. All in all, the ex went very well, we
all learnt a lot, and by the end, we wer e all well versed in the
skills and drills we'll need for our imminent deployment to
Afghanistan.

VISIT OF MAYOR OF RICHMOND, COUNCILLOR DA VID
GILLSON

As the Royal Corps of Signals have the freedom of Richmond, the
Mayor and Mayoress were invited to our recent battle camp in
order to reacquaint themselves with their local Corps unit. Due to
the camp being at Warcop in October, the gold chains and robes
of office were exchanged for walking boots and gortex jackets,
but the sun actually shone for the entire day, proving it is not so
grim up North! The Mayor and Mayoress were given the
opportunities to watch the soldiers conduct drills on an IBSR in
an effort to demonstrate the complexities of communicating
whilst under contact and to appr eciate the physical demands
placed on a soldier in body armour and helmet — this was without
the heat of Afghanistan in the summer.

The Mayor was then given a familiarisation on the GPMG by Sgt
Grix but was very

floppy white bread, washing it down with Te-offee and even
commented that lunch was nicer than some of their normal far e,
but it is hoped they wer e only being polite!

The Mayoress was most keen to watch the CASEVAC serial as
she has been involved in most areas of nursing except combat.
She was particularly impressed by Sig Harlow’ s role, playing a
battle shocked individual, being dazed and confused — the
general consensus from his mates was that no acting was
required. Finally they were taken to the Pistol Range to look at
the Sig Sauer Pistol and conduct some dry training. Having had
the opportunity to chat to the soldiers about the forthcoming op
and the training they were receiving, they departed from Warcop
having very much enjoyed their outing, with a view to enable the
Corps to conduct a Freedom parade in the future.

THE PARAS’ 10 - by Sig Nat Wynn

Ironically | stumbled across the words “The paras’ 10 ultimate
endurance race” in the gym one day. The large pile of leaflets
didn’t seem to be going anywhere in a hurry, and so seeking a
new challenge, | grabbed a few and within an hour | had
convinced 3 other females that this event was what was missing
in their lives! So | had my team of 4 and our entry fee courtesy of
the Sqn, which was promptly posted befor e the team members
had a chance to come to their senses. As we wer e imminently
deploying to BATUS it would make it impossible for us to do any
team training, therefore we needed to train in our own time. On
our return to UK we had our summer leave and then before we
knew it the race was only 2 weeks away and our race numbers
had arrived. To make it worth our effort, | contacted ‘Help for
Heroes’ and began collecting sponsorship money for the event.

The big day was only 1 day away and | had a quick look over the
route map, noting the 10 miles of arduous terrain including water
obstacles and plenty of hills! We were required to carry 39lbs
and there was a cut off time; 1 hr and 50 mins for the P Coy
recruits. Race day came and the streets were buzzing around
Catterick Garrison; more than normal for a Sunday morning with
all the competitors and support heading for the start line. | met
with the team; Capt Georgina Dunn , SSgt Sarah Green and Cpl
Wendie Cunington and | gave them each a banana in the hope
that they would for give me after the race! Then it began! 10
miles of blisters, sweat and happy thoughts!

Halfway through and we slowly started to separate, but all still
going strong despite all the inclines. Approaching the 8 mile
point, | saw the cameraman getting action shots of us going
through the water obstacle and onto the last hill, which could
have been mistaken for a rock face! In the last mile | could
almost smell the finish line and so ran the rest of the route into
the applause from the crowds of supporters. Capt Georgina
Dunn finished 1st of our team, with a superb time, beating many
of the Paras! We were all pleased with

disappointed not to
be able to get on the
range and have a
go. However, he
was only too willing
to get on his belt
buckle in the dirt,
much to the
appreciation of the
soldiers waiting for
their turn.  As lunch
was range stew,
there was a concern
that this would not
live up to their
normal fine dining
experiences.
However, they both
tucked in with the
masses and copied

our team time and received T-shirts and
medals along with the added bonus of
raising £200 for charity.

BANFF, CANADA RUGBY 10s
- by Sig Nicholaides

In July, members from various units
including 204 Sig Sqn who had deployed
on ex to BATUS took time out of their
busy schedules to represent the Army and
BATUS in a 10s Rugby Union tournament
in Banff, a small tourist town in the heart
of the Rocky Mountains. The event
happened over what the locals called the
“Banff Long Weekend” where everyone
gets together plays a spot of rugby whilst
having a social drink or two on the
sidelines.

everyone wiping up
the sauce with
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The weekend started early on the Friday

The Mayor of Richmond on the GPMG under instruction from Sgt Grix ~ when the teams’ coach driver, me that is,
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picked everyone up on camp and began the long 4% hour drive
down the ever so straight and long road. Upon arrival, we met up
with WO2 Robson , the organizer, and he showed us to our
accommodation. After we had de-kitted, we did what every fine
group of men would do; we shower ed, changed and headed out
to investigate the night life of the town. After one or two drinks
we headed back to our accommodation to get some sleep for the
tournament ahead.

Saturday came around and after a quick wake up call by Karl
Parrot, one of the second row, 20 mins before our first game we
got into our BATUS Barbarian strip and headed to the pitches
where we were met by a team of Australian Pirates, a medley of
Canadian Teams and a few women’s teams in various states of
fancy dress.

The first game was between us and some Canadian lads who did
not have enough players. As WO?2 Pete Batley had been known
as the “likeable guy”, he decided to lend them me and | managed
to smash Cpl Andy Williams in the first 10 mins, denying him a

guaranteed try. The match ended on a high to BATUS with
numerous tries from LCpl Navailu , a Royal Signals Corps player
and Bo of the Irish Guards.

The rest of the day was hot and long, having to wait for our next
matches and the lads took advantage of the weather for a bit of
sunbathing. The weather took its toll on the teams and the
Pirates decided to play their next match in skins with Mexican
wrestling masks! They went on to beat a serious Canadian side
that were not at all happy at losing.

We then went on to play a further 4 matches, winning 2, so all in
all we won 3 lost 2 and were unfortunately knocked out of the
competition. Everyone played hard and well and we came across
a few minor injuries, especially in our last game. Knowing we
were out of the competition, we played our wingers in the fr ont
row and our forwards out wide — which was inter esting!
Unfortunately Lt Grant Winkles ended up with a huge black eye
that wouldn’t open due to a sly punch after a tackle! But all in all,
it was a great day!

oC Maj IR Hargr eaves
RSM WO1 Morris

AN INTRODUCTION TO OPERATION HERRICK 11

11 Lt Bde was formed with one r ole — deploying on Op HERRICK
11. Since 261 Sig Sgn was re-roled, their focus has been on
Afghanistan. It has been a full 18 month lead up time with a
multitude of training courses, UK and overseas exs including
Kenya, South Africa and Denmark.

The whole Bde is superbly trained and all the Rear Link
Detachments (RLDs) have had specific comms and military
training and exs with their respective BGs. On 4 September the
pre-advance party deployed with mainly the QM’ s dept. Over the
following 2 weeks, the whole Sgn of 132 of ficers and soldiers
deployed. Some are deploying with other units in a variety of
roles including OMLT G6 mentors, a REME fitter, a Bowman
storeman and in the IHub.

The Sig Sgn RiP was complete by 25 September and the flag
change to 11 Lt Bde happened on 10 October and marked the
beginning of something we have all trained so hard for. The tour
started with the excellent Sigs-LCpls pr omotion board results,
which is a result of how hard everyone has worked at all levels
during PDT. Congratulations to A/LCpls Stell , Holt and
Raratabu , Sigs Beynon , Hennis, Hickey , Waters, Marshall ,
Mee, Stevenson , Travis and McClar en. Also

an ambush — the first man to get rounds down the range! Cpl
‘Carl’ Ara and LCpl ‘Yossi’ Beynon have been out and about
with the company at FOB Armadillo and have been pr oviding vital
comms and been involved in a couple of contacts. So farit' s
turning out to be quite inter esting and we are only 1 month in!

Logistic patrols are Cpl Chadwick’ s forte. Sgt ‘Richie’ Eveleigh
continues to be busy with managing comms and crypto for the
AO, as well pouring Tabasco sauce on everyone’s scoff! Sig
‘Daisy’ May is in Joboland and as far as we know trying out the
swimming pool that has just been built, needless to say | think we
will all take a trip down there. Currently more ops are being
planned, so it's kit on and get back out in the Gr een Zone.

MAIN TROOP (LASH VEGAS) - by SSgt Clark

The training is finally over and the tour is underway. Eighteen
months of hard work to get to this point and it’ s a relief to be in
place and to start the job. W e have no complaints about the
flight out here, as it was smooth running and nearly smooth
landings. Sig Butler's first comment as we left the plane was,
‘God its hot and sandy innit’ — always the Cor nish with the
understatement! Once at Bastion, the sausage factory began
and we had brief after brief then were corralled into the 30 man
and woman rooms. Thankfully Chief Adams was eventually
drowned out by the C130 and we grabbed a couple of hours
sleep before we began the RSOI package.

congratulations to Sig Eyers and Brache r who are
attached to the Sqgn from 12 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqgn.
They are all now wearing the rank and doing a superb job
on ops.

THE MIGHTY FIGHTING DANISH BATTLE GROUP RLD
- by Cpl Gary ‘Chadders’ Chadwick

With our feet firmly under the table and after sorting out
some niggling problems, we got down to the nitty gritty
of patrolling with the Danish and our first major op of our
tour. One of the RLD soldiers deploys out on every
Danish patrol ensuring comms back to the Bde HQ and
there are comms between the Danish patrols and the
British. Sig ‘Tank’ Coupe went on a jolly boys’ outing
with the resident Tank Coy, and managed to take out a
compound with the help of some heavy har dware. LCpl
‘Robbo’ Robertson and LCpl ‘Stealth’ Mee went out
with one of the coys and within mins, LCpl Mee was

surrounded and had a baptism of fir e after walking into
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Ready for Section F&M on the RSOI ranges
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We were warned by the QM and Bde YofS that we had better not
let the Sgn down on the tab thr ough the think dust to the ranges.
We returned looking a mixture of orange (from the dust) and white
(from the sweat) in 40°C+ heat. The RSOI package was a useful
few days and a lot of the young lads got a lot of valuable
experience before going off to their relevant BGs. As we finished
the package and were getting ready to leave Bastion the
obligatory photos wer e taken and Sig ‘Bruno’ Day revelled in
front of the camera but was not happy about the lighting making
him squint and how he needed to change into something mor e
suitable!

nothing that has deterred me from the job at hand and willingness
to carry it out. One day we had a young local national boy , who
had fallen down a well. By the time we had picked him up his
brain was a bad sight but we managed to look after him and

bring him back to health.

- by LCpl Stell
Although LCpl Waters had the first shift and hers was relatively

quiet, | was not to be so lucky. On my first shout | was thrown
into the deep end, deploying to a grid to pick up 4 fellow Brits

injured by an IED. After assisting the force protection
to make sure the area was clear of enemy forces, we all
then proceeded to pick up the casualties and get them
onto the Chinook, so we could start tr eatment and get
out of the CP. | then helped one of the medics tr eat
one of the casualties until we landed back at Bastion
and handed them over to the ambulance for transfer to
the hospital.

After being on IRT for about 4 weeks now and seeing
some of the things | have, | have come to appr eciate
everything that the MERT do. This is a very demanding
and high profile job and you have to be at the top of
your game everyday, however it is very rewarding and |
feel privileged to have had the chance on this op tour
to have worked with the MERT.

In our role as IRT signallers, our job role changes fast
and frequently. It varies from our normal day to day
operating in temperatures pushing 48°C assisting the

Main Troop in Lashkar Gah

The lead element of J6 arrived into Lashkar Gah (LKG) and was
greeted by the jubilant faces of the outgoing 19 Bde. The Main
Tp handover went really smoothly, so thank you to the well
organised handover done by Sgt Reid and Sgt Broderick . Our
night shift are starting to look like extras from Lord of the Rings
but through everything, Sig Crabtr ee has managed to keep up
everyone's spirits with her cheery disposition and Sig Butler has
had to get his own Support Helicopter to get his mail her e.
Thankfully Sig Butler has sorted his American marine haircut out
at the minute and the RSM has threatened him with cutting his
hair for him if he gets his hair cut like that again. While the Tp
has been manically busy we got a respite this week even though
it was only 3 days as LCpl Holt was bedded down — giving
everyone's ears a good rest.

Congratulations to all the Sigs on their success on the pr omotion
board, Capt Calder for his promotion and to Lt Morris on getting
a 6 week swan to Kandahar.

IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TEAM — RLD
- by LCpl Stell and LCpl Waters

Based from Bastion, but deploying forwar d to wherever required,
LCpl Stell and LCpl Waters have been kept busy in the first few
weeks of the tour as part of the Immediate Response Team (IRT).
On 10 September, we deployed on Op Herrick 11 and after a 4
day RSOI package took over IRT duties. First LCpl Waters gives
her account of her first shift and opinions about the IR T and then
LCpl Stell shares his views and his account of his first shift on
IRT.

- by LCpl Waters

| was the first to start the shifts of f, which was to take a casualty
from Bastion to KAF. On the way back the loadie let a few of us
go ramp riding! Stepping onto the back ramp was a bit nerve
racking, but once | sat down it was a gr eat feeling. After a couple
more shifts | had my first proper shout. | was a bit nervous at
first, as | didn’t know how | would r eact to some of the sights |
would see over the upcoming 6 weeks, but once the casualty

was on board my nerves settled and it was just a job that had to
be done, and a situation that had to be dealt with. After 4 weeks
of being on the IRT, | have seen some pretty nasty sights, but
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MERT with casualties or helping the FP infantry with

their duties. Although we will be sad to leave this r ole
to start a new role in LKG in November, we are very much looking
forward to the opportunity of r eturning to IRT, early next year and
towards the end of tour.

LCpls Stell and Waters get comms for the MERT
LIGHT DRAGOONS BATTLE GROUP RLD

The LD BG RLD was initially commanded by LCpl Stallar d who
did a sterling job holding the fort until Sgt Day arrived in theatre.
The RLD have been phenomenally busy being the main contacts
and subject matter experts on everything fr om satellite comms to
ECM(FP) — the main life saving equipment of the infantry out on
the ground. The RLD pers are getting a lot of air time as they
have to travel around the other patrol bases, so LCpl Stallar d
has been getting the rush of the wind thr ough what's left of his
hair.

Sig Wells has been out working on his own in the desert with A
Sqn and has been hard at work on his tan and guns for the ladies
when he gets back. LCpl Globe has been deployed out in a
Patrol Base (PB) and is engineering vital comms, while the area is
under constant threat from IED strikes. He has been involved in a
couple of hair raising incidents and has vowed to use the same
hairdresser as LCpl Stallar d when he gets back!
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With the Team being spread far and wide, they have all had
different experiences and been involved in different tasks. LCpl
Allen has been involved in a lot of hearts and minds tasks. He
has had a lot of interaction with the Afghan people and has been
going out on reassurance patrols. Sig ‘Flossy’ Johnson has
been in one of the new PBs and has been totally reliant on
helicopters to move in and out of the base, so she has had to
improvise and adapt a lot of equipment as spar es are at a
premium. With the difficulty of getting supplies into the PBs, the
mortar tin ovens that Mr T and McGyver would be pr oud are
relied upon. However they work amazingly and the local
chickens come out a tr eat from them.

It has been a great start to the tour for the whole RLD who ar e
enjoying the work and challenges on the ground.

2 YORKS OPERATIONAL MENTORING AND LIAISON TEAM
(OMLT) BG CAMP SHORABAK - by Capt Jeth Calder

The 2 YORKS BG based out of Camp Shorabak is in control of
the mission to improve the Afghan National Army (ANA) by
mentoring and partnering all aspects of the ANA 3rd Bde 205
"Hero” Corps in Helmand. The BG works at impr oving the ANA
soldiers and officers from pl level out on the ground with small
British teams, right up to mentoring the comds.

As attached pers from 261 Sig Sqgn, we provide 6 operators out
on the ground as a RLD commanded by Sgt Ryan ‘Rory’ Smith .
Additionally, Capt Calde r provides the ANA Bde Comms Officer
with mentoring and SSgt Powell works with the Bde Training
Wing to improve the standard of tuition being pr ovided to the

by using their doctrine). Our job is not to point out their err ors and
swiftly correct them, but to advise them how they should corr ect
problems themselves and avoid making mistakes again. This can
prove very frustrating as the Afghans have a strong sense of
Inshallah (God-willing) and don’t really believe in planning at any
level.

Luckily, in comparison to some of the other depts, such as the
logistics, we have it relatively easy with the signals side of things.
We have an experienced, educated and very positive ANA Bde
Comms Officer and many of the SNCOs are experts in making
the comms work whatever the situation. Pr ogress will be slow
but interesting.

REAR PARTY - by Cpl Townsend

Due to the requirements of the Task Force Helmand Sig Sqn, the
Rear Party is tiny! There are a number of key posts which
provide vital support to the deployed Sgn and families in the UK.
The Sgn successfully deployed between 4 and 21 September 09
and it was a busy time for us all. We have also been preparing
the Sqn for its move to the new buildings in 2010.

We have also been busy moving the unit's Community Centre
from a condemned building, to a mor e comfortable and better
conditioned building next to the junior ranks mess. All hands
were on deck as we prepared the new centre for the first coffee
morning, hosted by Capt Cathy Graham , OC Rear Party and
SSgt Sharon Carter the Welfare Senior NCO and who have done
a great job in organising a whole host of events to keep the
families entertained during the Sqn’s deployment.

Afghan soldiers.

Already out in the field, the RLD
operators have been getting
stuck-in with the infantry lads and
are getting to see all of the sights
and sounds of the Afghan
countryside. No doubt tales and
photographs will follow in due
course.

Back in the relative luxury of
Shorabak, SSgt Powell and |
have been busy over the last 6
weeks completing the
handover/takeover with 19 Bde
OMLT mentors and have started
working in earnest with our ANA

counterparts.

After spending the majority of the HO/TO period sitting ar ound
drinking the pungent, red-hot chai which accompanies any
Afghan meeting, SSgt Powell and | have started digging into the
fascinating working practices of the ANA. They ar e a young Army
and they are being modelled on the American military system (i.e.

261 Sig Sgn wives and partners enjoy a day out at Legoland

There have been 2 new additions to the Sqgn, so big
congratulations to Sig Danni Br oadley who gave birth to baby
Jack and LCpl Prem Limbu on the birth of his second child a
lovely little girl. We would also like to welcome Sig Chris Davies
and Sig Jack Nixon .

oC Maj AJ Smith
RSM WO1 (RSM) D Churchwar d

EXERCISE MALTESE DIAMOND - by Sig Phillips

Ex MALTESE DIAMOND was a Sgn and Bde level adventurous
training expedition to the beautiful island of Malta fr om 17 — 31
July 09. On the evening of the 16 July 09, a very excited group
of 14 people waited to boar d an overnight train from Hannover to
Munich, before taking a flight to Malta. Getting of f the plane in
the Maltese heat made money spent on the expedition worth
every penny!
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The expedition was split into 2 phases — the teaching phase and
the post qualification phase, i.e. the really fun bit! The first day of
our teaching phase included an intr oduction to diving and we got
to try the kit for the first time in a pool. As the week pr ogressed
we then moved to the sea, which was scary but very exciting! |
think the best word to describe it though, was amazing. There
were so many things we saw, but the best things wer e left until
we passed our BSAC Ocean Diver Courses on Week 2.

In Week 2 we got to swim thr ough wrecks and navigate under

water, which was really hard, as Sig Sutherland and LCpl
Croucher will testify as they nearly swam into a shipping lane!
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ROYAL SIGNALS 7-A-SIDE FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
- by SSgt John Brady

Friday 9 October 2009 will go down as a gr eat day for the
footballers of 102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sgn. It was on this
day that the prestigious Royal Signals 7-a-side football
annual tournament took place. Like last year, the hosts
were 16 Sig Regt at EImpt. We travelled to the tour nament
on the day so it was an 0500hrs departure. Ten mins into
the journey, it was mentioned that one of the players had
forgotten an important part of playing football....... his
football boots! Obviously we had to make a U tur n to go
and rectify the problem. After a tedious jour ney, we arrived
in Elmpt in time for the draw. The squad for the
tournament were: LCpl Hodskinson , LCpl Howe , LCpl
Nagendra , LCpl Nurse , LCpl Williams , Sig Dixon , Sig
Phillips , Sig Rattray , Sig Sutherland and Sig Thompson .
We were pitted against 20 Armd Bde and 10 Sig Regt in
the group stage. The top 2 would qualify . The first game
saw 10 Sig Regt beating 20 Armd Bde 1 — 0. The second
game was 262 Sig Sgn v 20 Armd Bde. Although for the
most part we bossed the game, we wer e unable to score
and the outcome was a 0 — 0 draw. So on to our next

Group photo outside the dive centr e

The night dive was by far the scariest thing we did, mostly
because everyone kept talking about sharks, but when you got
used to the darkness, everything looked dif ferent and it was
purely exhilarating.

It wasn’t all diving in Malta, and we actually got to experience
some of the local culture and cuisine. If we weren’t enjoying the
musical delights of LCpl Croucher at the karaoke bar in the
evening, we were sampling the local rabbit stew in one of
Qawra’s restaurants. There will also be a special place in all our
hearts for Amazonia too.

If I could sum up the expedition in a few wor ds, | would say that
it was outstanding and | can’t wait to do it again. On the plane
home, all we could talk about was jumping on the next plane
back to Malta.

BA(G) BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIPS 2009 - Cpl ‘Baz’ Mears

This year's BA(G) Badminton Championships was held in our own

backyard at PRB in Gutersloh, on the 23 and 24 September 2009.

After too many “Yeah, you use a racket” and “It's called a
shuttlecock and has feathers” explanations of the rules of
Badminton, my attempts to assemble a team of 6 people wer e
fruitless. As a result, Sig ‘Dicko’ Dixon and | went off to
represent the Sqgn.

The draw for the Men’s Singles was huge, there must have been
at least 70 competitors involved and after the 1st r ound it was
evident that the creme de la creme were all in the bottom half of
the draw, obviously the seeding had failed. Fortunately for Dicko
he was in the top half. In Round 1 he had a titanic struggle, even
though his opponent played half the game in his socks and was
slipping all over the place! He eventually came unstuck in Round
2 but again it was a close one. As for me, | breezed through the
1st couple of rounds and then came a cropper in Round 3. The
winner of the competition used to compete for Scotland under
18s and was a league above the rest of us, he won his final 21 —
4 and 21 - 5.

In the Men’s Doubles, Dicko and | eased through the 1st round
but unfortunately came up against the Men’ s Singles winner and
his partner and lost 21 — 9 and 21 — 10. That pair went on to win
the Doubles competition. Amazingly | was allowed to enter the
Veteran Doubles, as it was over 35s and not over 50s as you
would think! | don’t consider myself a Veteran yet but the
organisers do, so there was a chance of a medal. | had to pair
up with a soldier known only as Taff from 1 LSR. We made it
through the first 3 Rounds and into the final wher e eventually we
lost 21 - 10 and 21 — 16. An excellent result considering the fact
that we had never played together before.
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game against top of the table 10 Sig Regt. Unfortunately
the Sgn were beaten but thanks to a goal from Sig Dicko
Dixon we only lost 2 — 1, which meant that we qualified as the
runners up in our group.

We were now into the Quarter Finals. Unfortunately we would
have to play one of the ‘big fish’ who had qualified as winners of
their league, all of which were Major Units. Our opponents wer e
11 Sig Regt but not overwhelmed by the size of the task, the
team set about them from the whistle. After 15 mins, 262 came
out on top with a 2 — 1 scor e line, both goals being scored by Sig
Dixon. So on to the Semi-Final where we were matched with the
current holders of the Cup, 30 Sig Regt. This was a much closer
affair. In fact the game was so close, that after 15 mins the
teams were level, thanks to Sig Dixon scoring with the last kick
of the game after Sig ‘Rats’ Rattray had equalised earlier.
Consequently with a score line of 2 — 2, the game had to go into
extra time with the golden goal (i.e. first one to scor e) rule being
applied. After a couple of nervous minutes of defending, the ball
was launched to the feet of Sig Dixon who powered through a
barrage of challenges before eventually bearing down on goal.
With a sweet strike the ball seemed to take an eter nity to come
off of the post befor e nestling nicely into the net. The team had
done it. They had qualified against all odds for the final of the
Corps 7s.

The final was to be played on the main pitch with the r est of the
Corps as spectators. A beautiful sunny day with a lovely playing
surface awaited the players of 102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sgn. In
truth, when you are a Sig Sgn playing against a Major Unit, in this
case 2 Sig Regt which boasts Corps and Army standar d
footballers, you could be for given for going into the game as
underdogs. However the team acquitted themselves well and
after going behind early, they regrouped and got a deserved
equaliser thanks to a Sig Dixon penalty after some great work by
Sig Jamie Phillips . Having worked so hard to get level, a couple
of small mistakes within seconds of each other, allowed an
opportunity for 2 Sig Regt to pounce. Unfortunately the
opportunity fell to the feet of an Army standar d centre forward
who was not going to miss the chance. The final result was 2 — 1
to 2 Sig Regt but the real winners on the day were 102 Log Bde
HQ & Sig Sgn. A small Sig Sqn from Gutersléh had shocked the
rest of the football frater nity within the Corps. I'm sur e that the
OC would agree that the £25 entrance fee was money well spent!

EXERCISE MERCURY WARRIOR 2 — BATTLECAMP 2009
- by Cpl Baz Mears

It was time for the Sqn’s battle camp on a seemingly warm week
in September. Unusually this year, the camp took us away from
the familiar surroundings of Haltern Training Area and up North, to
the home of the Desert Rats, H6hne. For many of us who know
Haltern’s woods like the back of our hands, we expected that our
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navigational skills and reputations might be at risk or at least
challenged by this new alien environment.

Within the Sqn we managed to provide 4 sects worth of Her
Majesty’s finest soldiers to participate in whatever our new RSM
had planned. This was an opportunity for a couple of the newly
promoted Cpls to take char ge and start earning their new found
wealth. The four Sect Comds were Cpl ‘El Metr o' Mitr opoulou ,
Cpl ‘Picks’ Pickersgill , Cpl ‘Steve’ Marshall and Cpl ‘Johnny’
Gray. The Pl Comd was Lt Conway and Pl Sgt was new arrival
Sgt Johnson .

The first couple of days comprised various types of battle
lessons, with your usual sect attack stuf f thrown in. However,
there were still a few scenarios that were new to most of us.
Fighting in Woods and Forests (FIWAF) as a whole platoon in
extended line in thick undergrowth where you struggled to see
the man next to you was one challenge that faced us and in
particular the Boss, who couldn’ t see any of us! Then we had
what had been bugging 99% of us for weeks prior to the ex — the
river crossing. Fortunately we could not have asked for a nicer
day weather wise. The fears of tabbing in wet kit back to our
harbour area and freezing to death were soon gone. All we had
to do was cross a 50m lake with a waterproofed bergen, stripped
down to our boxers or in mor e than a few cases another type of
underwear of choice. Examples that spring to mind wer e the
RSM, WO1 Dave Chur chwar d, with size 6 women'’s knickers
stretched to the max, complete with matching black tights — no
picture provided, not even the Daily Sport would publish these
images, LCpl ‘DP’ Davidson-Page and his David Hasselhoff
Briefs who tried his best with hundr eds of poses to have his
photo included in this edition. The other side of the river
provided a few laughs, the dreaded opening of the bergens to
see if all our dry kit had indeed stayed dry. Top tip, you could go
out and spend €40 on a Gucci canoe bag like a lot of the lads did
prior to deploying and r egret it, or €2.99 on a pack of 5 industrial
strength black bags, available from all good hardware stores, and
not a drop of moisture will enter your bergen.

The penultimate evening turned out to be pretty emotional for
most of us. We were required to set up an ambush about a km
from our harbour area. The route out went well, the placement of
the ambush went well, even Sig ‘Ewan’ Thomas’ s setting up of
the trip flares in pitch darkness after only one verbal lesson that
very same afternoon went well. The wait in complete silence
went well, the waiting continued to go well, until the heavens
opened and the promises of a beautiful sunny week we had had
left us all puzzled and unprepared. Although we were under the
trees, it didn’t take long for the Chinese water tortur e to start

taking effect. Even though we were disciplined in our silence, we
could still hear each others pain as each large droplet slowly
ebbed away our morale and still we waited. This had now
become a mind game with the RSM, we knew he knew it was
raining; the question was how long would he keep us waiting out
there. Suddenly vehicle lights appeared and morale was lifted,
until the vehicle turned and drove off. We continued to wait, the
fear of having to lie there all through the night was now becoming
a reality, but alas an hour or so later the vehicle to be hit tur ned
up and a hale of blank rounds and trip flares lit the night sky as
all our fury was unleashed on that Land Rover and its occupants.

Fire Support for the Final Attack

Other highlights of the ex from the DS side of life included a
Dutch Battle Tank coming crashing through the trees, seemingly
lost and heading towar ds our harbour area, until the RSM
stepped forth and utter ed “Oi, stop that ef fing tank!” and
amazingly the tank did just that. Then there was SSgt ‘Titch’
Meakin’ s apparent love for a certain GPMG that never left his
side and his unique way of dismounting a Land Rover by kissing
the ground first, before stepping out. LCpl ‘Soggy’ Moor e and
Sig ‘Ski’ Perkowski so nearly came to blows over how to
operate a vehicle’s 4x4 controls. Since returning from BATUS,
Sig Perkowski is now a self proclaimed driving god and he was
unhappy at how ‘Soggy’ had scaled a sandy verge. This
argument quickly developed causing both of them to dive out of
the Rover and start pushing and shoving each other right in fr ont
of one of our sentries to his utter amusement and disbelief.

Overall the ex went well, nobody can have any complaints. Bring
on February when we do it all over again!

ocC Maj AR Fawcett
RSM WO1(RSM) S Spink

CAYTHORPE 2009 - by LCpl Berry

Friday 4 September 09 saw 216 Sig Sqn deploy to Caythorpe in
Lincolnshire for the 65th Airborne Signals Association/Old
Comrades Reunion of ex-serving and serving Parachute
Signallers.

Caythorpe Reunions first started when a handful of the veterans
took it upon themselves to go back each year and commemorate
Op MARKET GARDEN and emember their fallen comrades. Very
quickly this was recognised within the serving Parachute Signals
Fraternity and was made an official event on the calendar every
year. Itis now one of the Para Sig Sgn’s biggest events of the
year as well as for the local community within the village. The
Sqn, villagers and the Airborne Signals Association put in a great
deal of time and effort into the planning of the weekend; with the
main events being a fete on the village green and a football
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match against the local team, which this year appear ed to be full
of ringers from all over the county!

The Squadron Football Team
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There is also the annual dinner on Saturday evening for the
veterans and a few selected serving members of the Sgn — which
this year | was privileged to attend. Maj Lewis Golden OBE
gave a fantastic speech after dinner in place of his friend Maj
Gen Anthony Deane-Drummond CB, DSO, MC*, who was
unable to attend due to ill health. The dinner was also attended
by a local from Arnhem who had been a small boy at the time of
the action on the bridge and it was very humbling to hear how
highly the Dutch people still regard British Airborne Forces. As
we were wined and dined, the rest of the lads were having a few
sociable drinks in the ‘Wagon and Horses’ — some having a few
more than others!

Sunday morning started with the Sqn getting into No. 2 dr ess for
the most important event of the weekend — the chur ch service
with the people of Caythorpe and veterans to r emember all those
Airborne Officers and Men that have made the ultimate sacrifice
not just at Arnhem but unfortunately during most conflicts since.

The Squadron contingent with the Dakota

When it came to P hour the Dakota was the first down the
runway followed by waves of Her cules, 4 at a time, all on route to
the same drop zone as used during Op MARKET GARDEN.

Having a good view out of the tail gate of the 3 other C130s
following our flight path was impr essive and gave some scale to
the event. Once out of the door the airspace was busy to say the
least; | for one had several ‘nearest parachutists’. But none quite
so near as Cpl Dunn, he landed entangled with another only to
later shrug the event off at the RV as “one of those things”.

Having missed the arranged transport we had to find our own
way into town. It eventually came in the form of a r estored WW2
US Jeep driven by enthusiasts attending the weekend and who
kindly offered us a ride.

Maj Fawcett leads the Parade through the village on the way to
the Church

Overall Caythorpe was a great success. As always, a big thanks
to everyone that put in so much ef fort making it a truly
‘unforgettable’ weekend once again and | look forwar d to next
year!

EXERCISE MARKET GARDEN 18 — 20 SEPTEMBER 2009
- by Sgt Howarth

With the Caythorpe Airborne Signals reunion still fresh in our
minds, a lucky few of us found ourselves the envy of the Sgn as
our names appeared on the Ex MARKET GARDEN
commemorative weekend admin instruction. This pr omised to be
the big one as the 65th Anniversary saw 2000 paratroopers from
UK, USA, Holland and Poland descend on Arnhem.

Following a long coach jour ney, we arrived in Ede, just outside
Arnhem. After a short admin period, we began checking our
equipment for the jump, only to be told some bad news — one of
the C130s, had developed mechanical faults and would not be
part of the drop, leaving us 2 spaces short — someone would
have to take the hit. Names went into the hat and WO2(RQMS)
Pay drew out the youngest member Sig Hewes and himself. It
was harsh to come this far to miss out and everybody felt for
them.

The airhead was filled with blokes, the majority British, and that
familiar smell of aviation fuel being burned by the fleet of aircraft
in sight. Among them, off to a flank, was one that caught the
eye, it was a Dakota C47 in pristine condition. As soon as the
first opportunity ar ose it was soon surrounded by us eager to get
a photo. By this point we had been joined by Sig Hewes who
had somehow managed to get a slot on another air craft.
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Commandeered MT!

EXERCISE EAGLES TALON - by Sig O’'Mahoney

The Sgn deployed in October on Ex EAGLES TALON, the Sgn
battle camp prior to pr e-deployment training. We all knew before
we left it was going to be ‘cheeky’, however we expected a good
learning experience.

The Sgn was split down into two pls; 1 PIn consisting of Alpha
and Bravo Tps and 2 Pl made up of Charlie and Sp Tps. We set
off on Thursday morning and headed up to STANTA. After a
quick tour of camp, it was straight into lessons/r efreshers on the
orders process and sect battle drills. This was followed by an
interesting demo on the dif ferent types of IEDs that are being
used in theatre and ways in which to try to detect them.

The next morning we patrolled out onto the training ar ea and
went into individual and pairs fir e and manoeuvre, later moving on
to fire teams. Just when everybody was hanging from the days
events, the transport back to camp tur ned up only to drop off 6

THE WIRE, DECEMBER2009




logs. These were used to simulate casualties and resulted in a
2km log race around the training area — cheers for that. Having
over a third of the Sgn trained as team medics helped with the
evening lessons which were based on battlefield casualties. A
couple of lads from 16 Med Regt came down to give the guys
that haven’t yet been on tour a heads up on the types of injuries
they are likely to see and ways that they can be treated.

The training continued with sect attacks moving up to a pl attack
TEWT. There was also a day and night navigation ex to confirm
everybody was confident in their map r eading and taking
bearings etc. As the days of training passed tir edness began to
kick in but morale stayed surprisingly high. However, | don’t think
anybody was prepared for the shock of the thrashing on the
bayonet range. Some lads have said it was one of the hardest
events they have done since P Coy! The day then ended with
some combat conditioning lessons by Cpl Davidson from 215
Sig Sgn. He showed us how to restrain POWSs and a few self
defence moves that the lads were more than happy to try out on
each other once they got back to their bashers.

On Monday evening we received orders and prepared to move to
FOB Harper for the confirmatory ex and the field phase. 1 PI
moved into the FOB and took over the manning of the sangars;
we began fortifying the FOB defences. 2 Pl were dropped 4km
away and patrolled into the FOB location carrying out a show of
force on the route in. Within minutes of occupying the FOB the
whole place was stood to as we wer e coming under constant IDF
and small arms attacks. Once things calmed down, we sent out
our clearance patrols which also came under attack and had to
extract back to the FOB. The attacks continued thr oughout the
night and into the next mor ning. | can’t say that the lads were all
chuffed to be constantly wearing body armour and helmets and
getting little to no sleep but morale r emained high. At 0700hrs on
Wednesday morning the Pls switched roles so that 2 Pl were now
defending the FOB and 1 Pl were conducting all the patr ols.
Between attacks, an Apache landed on the HLS within the walls
of the FOB, and we were given a tour and talk through some of
the capabilities of the helicopter fr om ex-Sgn member, SSgt
Goddard.

A short while later the Apache took of f, only to be shot down by a
surface to air missile 2km away (ex play). 1 Pl sent a sect out to
try and recover any casualties and secure the area but they in
turn came under attack and the QRF were crashed out to assist
them. This meant that all of 1 Pl were now on the ground and
laying down some heavy rates of fire onto enemy positions while
still trying to fight their way to the downed Apache. Once at the
crash site, the casualties were treated and prepared for extraction

but no vehicle was available to assist, so it all had to be done on
foot. With 2 Sect giving flanking cover, the remainder carried the
casualties back to the safety of the FOB. The enemy continued
their attacks on the patrols and after 1 Pl had found and
cordoned an IED location they returned to base and walked
straight into an ambush initiated by an IED. This claimed almost a
a third of the Pl as casualties and a long drawn out fir efight
ensued. Once won it was then time to extract the dead back to
the pick up point which seemed a long way away . Night time was
now setting in and a recce patrol was sent out to gather as much
info on the enemy as possible and try to get eyes on the surface
to air missile used in the earlier attack on the Apache.

All relevant information was passed up the chain of comd and it
was time for the comds to start planning an attack and let the
men take the fight to the enemy, rather than being on the
receiving end. Orders were issued for a deliberate attack and at
0330hrs, both Pls set off and headed to the FUP. Once in
position, a sect from each Pl swept an area leading to a
compound, checking for mines, IEDs and enemy activity . When
the path was cleared both Pls moved into the courtyar d of the
compound and placed 4 GPMG gunners on the r oof as the FSG
watching over known enemy compounds. Their or ders were to
open up on anything moving at 0630hrs — H hr.

The FSG opening up was the cue for the rest of the sects to
begin the asslt on the compounds. Ladders wer e placed against
walls and man after man began to force their way in. The room
and roof clearances were fast and aggressive catching the enemy
by surprise. By this time, 1 Pl had sustained heavy casualties
including the death of the PI Comd, a Sect Comd along with
some 2ICs. 2 Pl then moved forward to secure the next
compound and also endur ed heavy losses. It wasn't long before
an in-depth enemy position opened up with SAF and HMG
inflicting more casualties within the Pls and claiming the life of the
Coy Comd. A sect was thrown together from the few men left
standing and was sent to asslt the further enemy position.

After an arduous battle in the compounds, all r ooms were cleared
and the shout of “Compound clear” was declar ed. The decision
was made to get the high number of casualties back to the FOB
so they could get the medical assistance they r equired.
Makeshift stretchers were used and guys were thrown over
shoulders for the long run back to safety . Within mins of
returning to the FOB we came under heavy attacks from all sides
and the GPMGs were put to good use, keeping up a sustained
rate of fire. On defeating the final few enemy, a more than
welcome shout of “Endex” came fr om the SSgt Robertson .
Overall a great, but very tiring ex.

ocC Maj Jules G Hill
RSM WO1(RSM) Paul Jor dan

RETURNING FROM OP HERRICK 10

Six months after deploying almost all of the Sqn, Op HERRICK 10
is drawing to a close and 209 Sig Sqn are on the home straight.
The tour has been as varied as it could possibly be with people
deployed in as wide a variety of locations as possible. From the
Sqn hierarchy and supporting elements coor dinating things from
Task Force Helmand HQ in Lashkar Gah to the Rear Link
Detachments (RLDs) embedded within each of the BGs, there
was barely a FOB, PB or camp not exposed to the expertise and
experience of 209 Sig Sgn. The last few weeks of the tour
passed in a flurry of activity, kicking off with 261 Sqn arriving for
the world’s longest handover, at least 2 weeks before we were
due to leave. Undeterred by the surplus people, the soldiers of
209 simply rose to the occasion, worked har d to handover as
thoroughly as possible and moved on to enjoy the fr eedoms of
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the volleyball court. NAAFIs throughout Helmand province will
remain open for another tour largely due to the sheer quantities of
ice cream and cans of pop consumed by the Sgn in a bid to
occupy a few more minutes of each day.

Eventually of course the moment came to leave and as the Sgn
gradually left theatre for decompression in Cyprus, the time was
ripe for reflection on the last 6 months. There is no doubt that
the Sgn has worked hard during the tour, and that there have
been good times and tough times. Appr oximately 70% of the
Sgn have been under contact at some point during the tour . Two
were medically evacuated after IED strikes, with many more
coming worryingly close and many have spent weeks on end
surviving on rat packs with little or no running water . The ‘best
moment on tour’ stories range fr om witnessing Saxons driving
over Afghan taxis (Sig McKay ), wondering how the suicide
donkey could tell when to blow himself up ( LCpl Batchelor ) and
taking on the Taliban armed only with a set of KFS (Cpl Rowe ) to
the camaraderie of deploying with people you have been training
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with for the past 18 months, the joys of watching your bank
balance steadily increase and the morale boosts on receiving mail
from home. Despite the hardships and more sobering moments
of the tour, the Sgn have arrived home enthusiastic about what
they have done, with many rating Op HERRICK 10 as the best
tour they have done so far. The feeling of having made a
difference is evident and there is no doubt that the Sgn achieved
what they set out to do.

Our arrival home was eagerly awaited, not just by the returning
members of the Sqgn, but also by our families and friends. The
work of the rear party under Capt Tony Cannifor d and SSgt
Kenny Irwin cannot be underestimated and has been a
significant contribution to the Sgn’ s successful deployment. To
be met off the coaches or the back of nondescript white lorries in
some cases by a wall of excited childr en and families, to have a
beer thrust into your hand under the ‘W elcome home to all of our
Heroes’ banners and bunting showed the appr eciation of all those
we left behind and the sacrifices they made while we wer e
swanning around in the desert. All members of the Sgn have
immense appreciation for what has gone on behind the scenes
while we have been away.

So, all in all, has the last 6 months been all it was cracked up to
be? Without a shadow of a doubt. The Sqgn has over come all the
challenges thrown at it and has come out the other side having
completed a very successful tour in Afghanistan. As we leave for
a well earned 4 weeks POTL we can only give each other a pat
on the back, wonder wher e on earth all our green kit is and start
looking forward to the joys that the next few months will bring us.
BCIP 5...hmmm.

THE REAR PARTY - by SSgt Kenny Irwin

As we are now approaching the end of the tour it is only fitting
that the guys from rear party get a mention and we give a brief
rundown of what we have been getting up to while the bulk of the
Sgn was off winning the medals.

Our thoughts of a laid back 6 months rapidly disappear ed with
the unfortunate murders at Masereene barracks resulting in a
furious couple of weeks getting the Tp r eady and legal to mount
guards in a very much reduced strength garrison. Concurrently
the deployment and movement of tr oops and equipment,
involving frequent trips to and from Brize Norton involving boats,
planes, trains and automobiles, caused a few anxious moments
and was a bit of a logistical and numerical nightmar e.

With the deployment of tr oops completed and the duties into a
comfortable rhythm, thoughts tur ned to looking after the families
and getting people out and about. In between ferrying the wives
and families around the province on shopping trips, fun days or
airport runs, the normal routine has continued at a pace with ECI
prep, MATTs Training, ranges, vehicle maintenance and PDT for
those lucky individuals who are nominated as In-Theatre
Replacements.

Farewells to Cpl SteveThor nley, Cpl Scully , Cpl Rob Smith , Cpl
Bez Gwilliam , LCpl Ryan Scarlett , LCpl Ryan Gray , LCpl
Raymond Ferguson , LCpl Ginger Ferguson , Sig Ricky
Hazelwood , Sig Rob Mackay , Sig Wes Craven, Sig Wallace,
Sig Plug Anderson , Sig Daxner and Cfn Wood all promoted to
civvy street.

Welcome to Cpl Darling , LCpl Cartwright , LCpl Yeomans, LCpl
Shakespear e, Sig Gillespie , Sig Rhodes , Sig Sivell, Sig
Bromage and Sig Jackson who have all rolled up their sleeves
and got stuck in to the tasks at hand. Also welcome back to
LCpl, make that Sig Hayley who had an extended trip to Las
Vegas and Sig Anderson who got lost in deepest darkest W ales.

SCHOOL VISIT
When | left Northern Ireland a couple of years ago | didn’t imagine

that upon returning to the province | would be tasked with taking
some soldiers in uniform to a school in Belfast for a mor ning. It
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came about after a school contacted HQNI saying that their
children had all donated goody boxes to be sent out to the
deployed troops from 19 Lt Bde and were asking whether we
could come and pick them up and spend some time with the

kids. We were happy to oblige and had an enjoyable couple of
hours showing the school childr en some of the equipment we use
in the field. Sig Jackson’ s ration box and field cooking stand
being the most popular with all of the kids getting to sample the
delights of compo.

Sig Jackson demonstrating the joys of compo

JOHN DE JONGE MEMORIAL MINI WORLD CUP
- by LCpl RB Ferguson

It's not all war stories from 209 Sig Sgn this summer. Two
members of the Rear Party, LCpl Ryan Scarlett and LCpl
Raymond Ferguson were part of a football team put together by
38 Bde consisting of 54 Tpt Sgn, 40 Regt RA and of course, 209
Sig Sgn, to participate in the annual John de Jonge Memorial
World Cup in Hengelo, Holland.

The long road trip to Holland started at 0600hrs on the mor ning
of 28 May with the crossing to Stranraer. LCpl Scarlett was
responsible for providing the entertainment for the jour ney, but
the self proclaimed ‘Party Boy' r eally let the team down. The
best he could come up with was his new book “The 100 Gr eatest
Army Quotations in the World Ever”. It was decided that we
would rather just listen to Chris Moyles’ drivel on Radio

Lo yes, it was that bad.

One quote in his book was “5 Minutes Befor e...”. That was
clearly not the case when we arrived 4 hrs early for our 2nd
crossing of the day; the Hull to Rotter dam ferry. Team bonding
soon started when we arrived on the ferry. Being so early, there
was only one thing to do and as it was LCpl Ferguson’ s birthday,
the celebrations started and lasted into the early hours of the
morning.

Our final leg started at 0800hrs from Rotterdam to Hengelo and
with a few hangovers on the bus, we wer e desperate to get to the
campsite to get a bit of r est. Just shy of 1200hrs, we arrived and
started pitching our tents. The weather was scor ching, 26°C, but
being based in Northern Ireland, we were used to that kind of
weather anyway. After a short training session, the team then
ventured in to Hengelo to experience the local nightlife — not ideal
preparation when you have 5 games to play the next day! Finally,
we were stripped and ready for action. First up were 7 Sigs, after
a hard fought match, the game finished stalemate, with a

fantastic performance from every member of the team, it was our
first game together and we done well to get a point on the boar d.

Next up were a young Dutch team and a soft penalty decision by
the referee with the penalty being converted by the Dutch saw us
lose our first game. This was hugely disappointing despite a
tremendous effort from the whole team and a second draw
against another Dutch team saw us going in to our last game
against the United Players of Hamburg needing a win to qualify
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for the main tournament on the Sunday. The game ended 3 — 2
to the boys from Thiepval Barracks and our first win meant
qualification into the main tour nament. This capped a successful
day for us as a team.

That's where our good form ended. The next day we crashed out
of the tournament losing 4 games in a row. It certainly didn’t put
a damper on the evening. All the teams then gathered for the
awards ceremony and speeches and presentations commenced,
followed by lots of r owdy celebrations.

Although we didn’t win, it was a good experience. With LCpl
Scarlett and | leaving the Army, it was a nice way to finish our
Army careers with a ‘jolly’ to Holland. On behalf of myself and
LCpl Scarlett , | would like to thank WO2 lan Barraclough of 38
Bde for allowing us the opportunity to take part in the
tournament.

EXERCISE SHAMROCK WARRIOR - by LCpl Ferguson

On 3 June, 3 members of 209 Sig Sqn, LCpl Paul Ferguson , Sig
Steve Denny and Sig Matt Scrupps deployed to Camp La
Cortine, France for Ex SHAMROCK WARRIOR. Also along with us
were members of 243 Sig Sgn, Cpl lain Bibby and LCpl Billy
Magee . The ex was run by 38 Bde along with 152 Tpt Regt.

After a gruelling 3 day journey we arrived in Camp La Cortine on
Saturday morning. We then had some much needed sleep and it
was not long before we were out sampling what La Cortine had
to offer in the evening — the town itself boasted a couple of shops
and 3 bars.

When Sunday came it was time to get down to work. W e set up
a small HQ using 353 VHF, 321 HF and 320 HF Manpacks. We
set up safety comms for the exer cising troops training on rifle
ranges and mortar ranges and settled into our shift patter ns. In
the evening and time off, we played football against the French
Army and generally won, with a moment of glory for LCpl
Ferguson scoring the winning goal in one match. Also on camp
we had the French NAAFI Bar which we invaded regularly, as
everything was cheaper in there than it was down town

The ex phase lasted for 48 hrs and in this period we deployed a
rebro with our comms guru Sig Denny, who is actually a Class 1
Electrician, as he thoughtfully reminded us more than often. After
the ex was finished and all of our kit was packed away we had 2
days R&R. Ther was a big leaving do in one of the local bars to
say thanks for our custom, which included a massive 20 cents of f
drinks. Needless to say we finished off our trip in our usual seats
with some of our TA drinking buddies taking advantage of the
discount.

oc Maj SW Whittley
RSM WO1(RSM) C Hook

This has been a busy few months for the Senior Sig Sqn. After a
long summer leave after returning from Op TELIC 13, we have
had an intense Bowman training period, a visit of the Bde Comd
and 2 adventure training expeditions, one to kayak the length of
the Caledonian Canal and one for 20 members of the Sgn to go
Scuba Diving in Egypt. Furthermore, we've had a Sqn Golf Open
to allow all members of the Sgn the opportunity to get a few
rounds down the range, as well as the normal military training to
get our MATTs completed and all the normal courses, trials and
tribulations that a Bde Sig Sqn has to deal with. As ever 200 Sig
Sgn has met these with enthusiasm, energy and a touch of style.
Overall things is Sennelager are looking very good as we embark
on the next round of Sgn and Bde exs in the run up to the
BCIP5.4 uplift.

CHANGE OF COMMAND
MAJ STU WHITTLEY FROM MAJ ANDY COULSTON

Maj Andy Coulston hands over command to Maj Stu Whittley
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Along with all the activities outlined above the Sgn has also
recently changed hands and we welcome the new OC, Maj Stu
Whittley , his wife Victoria and their children Gabriella and
Marcus. Itis a sad farewell that we bid to the outgoing OC, Maj
Andy Coulston , his wife Jo and children Emma and Hannah as
Andy moves on to become SO2 J6 at JFLogC befor e taking up
an SO1 post in London. So our congratulations to Andy on his
promotion and a warm welcome to Stu who has big plans for the
Sqn that we are sure we can meet. Don’t worry Andy you have
left the Sgn in good hands.

EXERCISE CALEDONIAN FIST - by Sig Daniel

On 18 September a small group of budding kayakers led by Lt Ali
Sergeant departed Talbot Barracks, Sennelager, for what would
be an arduous yet exciting week paddling the Caledonian Canal
from Fort William to Inverness.

After an eventful night on the “party” boat we made our tr ek
across the border into bonnie Scotland. After a swift pint and an
early night, we were ready for the first day on the water. We
started on the calm canal with our instructors Capt Lucy Potter
and Sig Luke Piennak showing us the ropes; it took only 30 mins
for LCpl Marty Brand to capsize while learning stoppage drills.

After lunch we were ready to tackle the first loch aptly named
Loch Lochy. To Sig ‘Shakey’ Shakesby’ s dismay, the water was
slightly more choppy than expected and after his 4th capsize, we
decided to call it a day. After a decent meal put on by Cpl Liam
Gardner and a restful night’s sleep in the woods, we wer e raring
to go and this was proved by the distance we cover ed, getting
through the rest of Loch Lochy and all of Loch Oich a feat of
30km. We were happy to see showers and a pub at Fort
Augustus.

On the third day, we started across Loch Ness, expecting the bad
weather to create some larger swells than we had previously
experienced. As we paddled past a small gr oup of fundraisers
whose boat had sunk and wer e stranded on a small beach, the
wind and water picked up and soon we wer e forced to go ashore
ourselves...not before Sig Shakesby went in once more for good
measure. What followed was a 40 min climb up a clif f face led by
WO1(RSM) Hook to meet the warmth and comfort of the
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minibuses and then back to Fort Augustus. However, not to
waste the day, we looked around the local visitor centr e which
gave us a history of the canal. We then drove to a commando
memorial which was set amongst a beautiful landscape.

The fourth and final day saw us awake before sunrise and with
the waters still, we paddled mor e of Loch Ness reaching the small
village of Foyers. From here we packed up the kit and made our
way to Inverness ready to for a night out, not befor e Sig Sarah
Clarke managed to meet up with her family and friends back
home.

The long trip back to Germany gave most people a chance to
recover from the week’s events and look back on their
achievement.

Lt Ali Sargeant and her motley crew on Loch Ness

OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS SENNELAGER GOLF CLUB
23/24 SEPTEMBER - by WO2(YofS) Hill

DAY 1

On the morning of 23 September around 10 members of the Sgn
met at the golf club. After a round of Tea/Coffee and Toast, they
made their way to the Golf Range to work on their swings. After
about 20 mins or so, it came to light that not many of the guys
had actually ever played golf before, balls remained on the tees
or if they did manage to hit them, then ther e were a few shanks
going about. This was followed by laughter as the guys in the
next bays had to jump due to low flying golf balls hitting their
ankles.

For the next hour or so under the supervision of WO2(YofS) Nick
Hill, SSgt Jamie ‘The bandit’ Gar dner but mainly Cpl Nige
Brennan, the guys were taken through a few basic fundamentals
and techniques of golf. This enabled most of them to get the gist
of hitting the ball in the general dir ection of the green. In the
afternoon another group came up to find out if golf was as easy
as it looks, but soon enough they found out it isn’ t, as they were
trying to wallop the ball as far as they could only for it to move a
couple of inches in some dir ection — but not forwards! After a bit
of chipping and putting we decided to call it a day and get r eady
for Day 2, a Stableford competition r ound of golf.

DAY 2

We all met up for an early start at 0815hrs for yet mor e tea and
toast while the handicaps wer e sorted out. Beginners were given
handicaps up to 45 in or der to give them a fighting chance. After
a few squabbles and a series of negotiations the QM, Capt Paul
McGarry got his handicap increased from 7 to 25 for the event.
After the first 4 ball took about 20 mins to get of f the tee, with
numerous attempts to hit the ball — fr esh air shots — by Sgt Chris
Doyle, the competition r eally did get started. Nine holes then a
lunch break followed by another 9 holes. At half way there were
a few of shocks on the leader board with a couple of dubious
handicaps coming to light. Scor es ranged from 5 — 23 points
with Cpl Chris Br ogan propping up the boar d with a grand total
of 5 and SSgt Jamie Gar dner screaming ahead with 23.

After lunch, with competitors having a few beers to wallow in, the
second 9 holes got under way with everyone in a mor e relaxed
mood, which was reflected in the scoring. At the end of a very
enjoyable day the scores were totalled and, everyone waited in
anticipation for the results, with the OC, Maj Whittley presenting
the prizes.

The results will remain a secret, as the day was enjoyed by all
and met its aim of introducing the game to new players. The day
wasn't finished there though, the Sgn bar was soon open and
tales of birdies, bogies but mainly hideous shanks carried on long
into the night.

200 SIGNAL SQUADRON TOP TABLE LUNCH

On the afternoon of 11 September 2009, the Officers, Warrant
Officers and Senior NCOs of the Sgn congregated in the
Normandy Sgts Mess to welcome the new OC Sqgn, Maj Stu
Whittley , and to have a bit of Posh Nosh and a glass or two of
wine.

Sgt Helen Goodhall excelled herself with an outstanding menu.
Sgt Chris ‘Swanny’ Swan had the honour of carrying out the
duty of Mr Vice. To make sure he looked the part and could carry
it off with confidence, Swanny decided he needed to have a bit
of Dutch courage befor e the meal, resulting in a well intended if
not entirely correct series of toasts.

In all fairness, after Swanny’s refusal to entertain the Mess when
the Top Table had reconvened in the bar, he did go, reluctantly, to
the cash machine and bought 10 bottles of “Fizz” for the entir e
Mess to celebrate his recent promotion. Anyone who knows how
‘Scottish’ Swanny can be will realise that it is sometimes easier
to get blood from a stone, but his generosity was very much
appreciated none-the-less and we wish him all the best at 216
Sig Sgn.

A very enjoyable afternoon was had by all and the motion was
carried on when WO1(RSM) Chay Hook shepherded everyone
into minibuses and took us all into Paderbor n, were we enjoyed
the hospitality of The Highlander into the wee small hours.

Sighting reports of the OC and RSM
supping cocktails in other drinking
establishments after The Highlander have
been put down to scurrilous rumours.

VISIT OF COMD 20 ARMD BDE
BRIG SANDERS DSO OBE

On Tuesday 22 September, Brig PNYM
Sanders DSO OBE (Late RIFLES) visited
his Bde Sig Sqn for the first time. There he
was able to meet the hierarchy of the Sgn
and be briefed on our role, responsibilities
and to see what his Sqn had on the
Forecast of Events. In particular he was
briefed on our preparations for Op
HERRICK 15 and more immediately our
preparations to lead the BCIP 5.4f uplift for

The Golfers and Bandits of 200 Sig Sgn
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Not only was he able to get up to speed with the Sig Sgn but he
also had the pleasure of presenting Comd 20 Armd Bde
Commendations to SSgt Richy Br own, LCpl Paddy Quinn , LCpl
Johno Johnson and Sig Sandy Sanderson for their outstanding
work whilst deployed on Op TELIC 13, well done lads. He was
also able to promote 3 LCpls — so congratulations to Cpl ‘Chewy’
Howell , Cpl Danni Miller and Cpl Jenna Williams.

The first dive of the day was the first in the sea for many. Which
for one group wasn’t very reassuring as their dive leader forgot to
put on his flippers/foot extensions. Also an experienced diver ,
Sgt Jim McArthur |, refused to stay on the sea bed but decided to
yo-yo up and down in a ‘pogo’ like motion in starfish formation.

Day 2 on the Big Brother boat, all is well. We started our first
dive at 0700hrs on the Alternatives reef. All went well and
everyone seemed to be more confident with their diving. After a
15 min sail we moored near the wreck of the Dunraven. The
beginners amongst us experienced our first RIB ride to the wr eck,
which was our first wr eck of the expedition and everyone seemed
to enjoy the experience. Around this point, Sig Sandy
Sanderson was terrified as he thought we wer e about to be
boarded by pirates but they wer e actually here to drop off fish for
lunch. We then set sail again, but this time the jour ney was not
to everyone’s taste, as it was very choppy and the boat r ocked
like Spinal Tap with amp on 11. While we were being thrown
about the boat, the Ocean Diver wannabes amongst us wer e
revising in preparation for our exam.

Once we reached out destination it was time for Dive 3 of the
day. For this we went to the wr eck of Chrisola K which lies on
the Abu Nu Has reef along with 3 other wrecks. This was an
exciting wreck for many of us as there were about 12 dolphins
swimming around the area of the wreck. When Sig Sanderson
first saw a dolphin, he automatically thought it was a shark and
was terrified.

Sig ‘Sandy’ Sanderson receiving his commendation from the Bde
Comd

EXERCISE DIAMOND FIST (TYPHOON) — SCUBA DIVING IN
EGYPT

With a parade time of 0300hrs on a Saturday morning it was
always going to be fun for those that hung on in the bar on

Friday. Luckily everybody managed to make the start time, even
though they were much the worse for wear and light a couple of
wash kits. After Capt Pete W right , the expedition leader had
confirmed we all had the corr ect documents, we left fr om camp in
convoy for the short drive to Calais and then on fr om Dover to
Gatwick. Considering we are about to spend the next week living
on board a boat, the choppy seas and a number of people
suffering from sea sickness on the ferry crossing was not a good
sign. Upon arriving in Egypt we ran the normal gauntlet of getting
the visas that we had already paid for and getting thr ough
passport contr ol before being taken to our boat. By the time we
arrived it was nearly 0100hrs and it had been a long day’s
travelling for all of us and after a couple of briefings and setting
our kit up we had a couple of drinks and headed to bed for a
0800hrs start.

Diving with Dolphins

The following few days then included a variety of dives on
different dive sites around the Red Sea including 2 wrecks on the

Abu Nu Has reef, which when translated means “The
Reef of the Seven Deaths”. The first dive was on a
famous wreck known as The Camatic, a ship that was
carrying a cargo of £40,000 of gold coins, copper
ingots and also a very good amount of Port. So all in
and down to the wr eck which was an impressive sight
and not too dif ficult to navigate around and get inside,
as most of the areas were easily accessible. However,
this was a bit of a problem for LCpl Paddy Quinn as
he blamed LCpl Dan Bowness for forcing him onto a
patch of Fire Coral. Dive 2 was out onto another
famous wreck called The Giannis D. Yet another
penetration dive, although slightly harder. The swell
was even bigger for this dive and getting down fast
was a priority. Once underwater, most of us headed
straight for the engine room which was at a depth of
around 22m, for another cracking dive. A short steam
in very choppy seas to the next site was fun as the
boat rocked and rolled its way to Sha ab Ongosh reef.

Wednesday came and after an early morning dive we
moored just off Gobal Island and conducted some

Ex DIAMOND FIST (TYPHOON)
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diver rescue training. This involved first aid with Capt
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Booker , towing and blowing with Capt Pete W right , Rib drills
with Sgt Daz Weller and Controlled Buoyant lifts with SSgt Phil
Roby and Mr Eric McDade . After all the sucking on noses was
finished we had lunch. After another hearty br eakfast, we visited
The Kingston a ship of British origin which sank in 1881 after
running aground. This was the first time the majority of the new
divers had seen a turtle under water or as LCpl ‘Bombhead '’
Bolwell would say a tortoise. With this dive completed we made
the crossing to the highlight of the expedition, the famous wr eck
of the SS Thistlegorm. The Thistlegorm was a British transport
ship carrying munitions, bren gun carriers, Bedford trucks,
aviation parts, motor cycles, train engines, and numer ous other
supplies. The cargo was destined for British tr oops stationed in
Egypt, but on the night of 5/6 October 1941, German bombers
spotted her and attacked the ship. The ship sank at 0130hrs on 6
Oct 1941. The Thistlegorm has without a doubt, been one of the

best dives so far, with plenty to see and explore. During the dive
there was also a fair bit of sea life too see, as several diving pairs
spotted the large Moray Eel, and Turtle, along with Stone fish and
plenty more Lion fish.

After both dives, lunch time dive and night dive we got served a
gigantic turkey for dinner, obviously the chef took a sympathetic
view on LCpl Bolwell and decided to feed him a whole turkey
leg. This was about as big as his forearm but he managed to
polish it off with minimum effort and once he had finished the
plate full of chips, rice and pasta accompanying it, then he had to
have a large chunk of cake to round the meal off as LCpl
Bowness looked on with envy. Allin all a cracking trip for 20
members of the Sgn, most of whom managed to go fr om zero to
hero with regards to their diving skills in a very short time. Roll
on the next diving expedition.

ocC Maj WDJ Wilson
SSM WO2 M Peace

As a result of the TA restructuring of the Corps, 1 (RBY) Signal
Squadron (SC) (V) ceased to exist on 31 September 09. The
regular element has been reorganised to form 299 Sig Sqn (SC),
retaining its role providing comms and op sp to Other
Governmental Departments. In fulfilling this task, it remains a
unique unit within the British Army.

During this time of change, 299 Sig Sgn welcomes incoming OC,
Maj Jurgen Wilson and returning as SSM following service as a
SC Operator in the dim and distant past, WO2 Mick Peace . In
addition, the whole Sqgn congratulates outgoing OC, Maj Steve
Clarke GM, QGM* on his selection for promotion to Lt Col, and
wishes him all the very best for his posting as CO of the Cadet
Training Centre at Frimley Park.

Newly rebranded, the Sgn'’s recruiting year is fully underway.
Now that the finishing touches ar e being applied to this year's
recruiting calendar, look out for a recruiting presentation in your
Unit over the following 6 months. Special Communications
Briefing Course dates can be found opposite, while the next
Special Communications Course itself is due to begin in late
September 2010.

Lastly, congratulations are due to Sgt Steve Wilson for being
awarded QCVS in the Operational Honours List, Lt Ash Jeyes for
receiving the SOINC(A)s Commendation for service in the Sgn
and WO1 Justin Mar ch following his recent success on LECB.

LCpl Andy Fuller evacuating a casualty during the Squadron’s
bespoke pre-deployment training package
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OTHER UNITS

BOWTAG

EXERCISE PYRENEES PASS 20 — 30 JULY 2009
- by SSgt Jamie Leishman

After a successful walking expedition to America the pr evious
year, the SO1 of BOWTAG (N), Lt Col Bolton , had a novel idea
for selecting the following year’s adventure training expedition. He
decided to hold an X-Factor/Dragon’ s Den style competition,
where members of the Group presented ideas for next year’'s
expedition and a panel of judges would select the best idea.

After a number of presentations only a few got thr ough to “Boot
Camp”. My idea of mountain biking in Les Gets for a week didn’ t
make it past the first round although it didn’ t quite get three Xs
from the judges. The activity that was finally selected was Ex
PYRENEES RASS, which involved walking the ‘Chemin de la
Liberté’, or the Liberty Trail, unaided from St Girons in France, 50
miles across the Pyrenees to Esterri d’Aneu in Spain. The trek
had special military significance as it was one the mor e arduous
escape routes used by Jews, Resistance Fighters and downed
British aircrews, escaping Nazi occupied Europe during the WW?2.

After leaving Duchess of Kent's Barracks early on the morning of
20 July, 6 walkers and 2 admin personnel headed on a marathon
20 hr drive to St Girons in the South of France. We arrived in
France via the Euro-Tunnel and then proceeded to drive the last
leg of the journey. Even with plenty of rest stops and switching
drivers, we succumbed to fatigue and decided to r est for the
night at a service station and pitch our bivvi bags on a grassed
area near the car park. Following a comfortably warm night
camping, we then drove the last few hours to St Girons. On our
arrival we were pleasantly surprised that our accommodation
looked more like a holiday complex than a camp site and we
were soon cooling down in the swimming pool as the
temperature topped 40°C.

After a couple of days in the camp site, we wer e prepared for the
first leg of the jour ney, which was 20km across the foothills
preceding the Pyrenees Mountains. The walk proved useful to
bed us in and test our equipment. The going was quite easy but
made a little more difficult in the scor ching sun and those who
had previously been ribbing me about my sun hat wer e now a
little jealous as their necks began to redden. Besides the heat,
we were all attacked by giant horse flies as we walked thr ough
the forests and this was to become the first of a series of
encounters with the local wild life.

After being brought back to the camp site by the admin team
after the first day’s walk, we were finally to be on our own as we
would not see the admin team until they picked us up 50 miles
and one mountain range later. This would test Sgt Steve

Boothr oyd’s recently acquired JSML skills as the Expedition
Leader. The second day just seemed to go on uphill for ever, but
we finally saw the shepherds’ refuge at Subera. The final leg of
that day’s walk required us to walk single file along a narrow path
with a steep drop-off to the left, where we were confronted by a
bull wanting to get past. After a short stand-of f, with no one
relenting ground, the bull charged which resulted in us all
scrambling quicker than we thought possible up the side of the
mountain, but we never found out who it was that squealed like a

girl.

The following day we woke up to a beautiful sunrise, which lifted
our sprits, or it did until we started walking the last 2000m ascent
topping of f at 2245m. The last couple of hundred metres from the
top of the pass seemed to float by as we walked thr ough cloud
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inversion and saw distant mountain peaks poking up thr ough
thick sea like cloud, creating the illusion of being on an island
surrounded by sea. After a long walk down the other side of the
mountain, we had to climb again but the trail had disappear ed
and we were firmly amidst the cloud again, so visibility was low .
When | suggested that the trail we were on was unlikely to be the
correct one, we set off traversing along a narrow ledge which got
narrower and steeper the further we went. We were beginning to
have doubts about the safety of the r oute as we were clinging on
to the narrow ledge for dear life, when we heard people talking
below us. After searching for a while, the cloud clear ed a little
and we saw a party of walkers on a well defined trail ( the one
that | had suggested was the wrong trail) about 20m directly
beneath us. | couldn’t imagine what they thought we wer e doing
choosing to traverse a treacherous animal trail instead of the
obvious path that they wer e on. We carefully climbed down to the
safer trail and proceeded undeterred. After losing the trail for the
second time that day, our resident Ghurkha and expert path-
finder SSgt Nanda Rai come into his own and helped to find the
easiest route up what could have been a very dif ficult ascent.
Once over the second pass of the day it was a short walk to
Estagnous, a camping lodge surrounded by mountains and
glacial lakes, which perfectly reflected the surrounding peaks. As
Estagnous was only a short hike from the Spanish border it was
surrounded by dozens of tents and like-minded campers.

Day 3, just below the summit of Estagnous — Sgt Steve
Boothroyd, Sgt Ricky Richardson, SSgt Jamie Leishman, SSgt
Nanda Rai, SSgt Lee Moore and SSgt Kaff Baine

Our final night camping on the trail was special. W e sat by a lake
watching the sun set behind the mountains and we wer e relieved
to be finishing the walk but also disappointed at the same time.
We broke camp early and walked past another stunning glacial
lake before our final 500m ascent of the trip. The start of the
climb was quite tricky and had a ‘via ferrata’ style steel r ope to
assist climbers up the trickier sections; which almost spelt the

end for Sgt Ricky Richar dson as his ‘disco legs’ refused to carry
his weight. After threatening to walk 40 miles back the way we’'d
come rather than climb this section, we managed to coax him up
the final climb. A traverse along a scree slope on the edge of a
glacier nearly resulted in the loss of SSgt Kaff Bain’s rucksack as
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he dropped it during a rest,
only to watch it bounce and
slide 200m down the snow
covered slope. The
remainder of the climb was
uneventful and we stopped to
take a rest on the French and
Spanish border. The last
descent of the jour ney
towards Esterri d’Aneu was
hard work on tired legs, but
we finally made it down to
the waiting admin team, who
were well prepared with
much appreciated chilled
bottles of beer.

5 day hike covering 50 miles
of tough Pyrenees peaks. The
journey left us all in deep awe
of the courage and
endurance for the servicemen
and refugees who managed
to flee Nazi occupied France,
with the bare minimum of
equipment, inadequate
clothing and often after
weeks or months of
malnutrition and with the
constant threat of German
patrols and ambushes. The
ex was a complete success
and we were particularly
happy to give this chapter of

Even with fine weather, the
‘Freedom Trail’ is a gruelling

Journey’s End — with the pass in the background which we'd been over a  history some well deserved
couple of hours earlier

publicity.

SANGCOM

Project Director: Col Jo Fletcher
S0O1 G6 Lt Col Kevan Thor nber
SO1 OM&T Lt Col Jonathan T urner

FAREWELLS AND ARRIVALS

Summer is a time of change in the British Army with lots of
farewells and hellos and SANGCOM is no different. We bid
farewell to 4 of our team: Lt Col lan and Clare Hunter , headed
off to 33 Sig Regt; Lt Col Mike and Diane Burke who departed
for yet more sun and sand in the Oman; Maj Pete and Jo
Stoddart who left for 1 (UK) Armd Div at Herford and finally
WO2(YofS) Dan and Alison Heath who escaped to Wales after 3
years with the team. In their place we welcome Lt Col Jonathan
and Victoria T urner from BOWTAG (S) andLt Col Kevan and
Kristina Thor nber from Kuwait. We also say hello to Maj Kenny
and Maur een Kendrick from Naples and finally WO2(YofS)
Steve and Trish Hamblin direct from the Centre of Excellence,
welcome all.

LS&GC PRESENTATION — WO2 (FOFS) PAUL WRIGHT

On 14 September the SANGCOM team gathered to celebrate 15
years of

undetected
crime by
WO2(FofS) Paul
Wright as he
was awarded his
Long Service
and Good
Conduct medal
by the Project
Director, Col Jo
Fletcher . His
citation was read
by his line
manager, Maj
Mark Tivey who
tried his best not
to say anything
derogatory about
technicians and
rapid promotion.
FofS Wright was
joined at the
event by his wife
Michelle , who is

expecting their  \0o2(FofS) Paul Wight with his wife Michelle

first child at after the presentation of his LS&GC by Col Jo
Christmas. Fletcher
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OMAN OR BUST

“Anyone fancy a 4000km tour of the Middle East?” That was the
guestion posed by the Project Director at the beginning of the
year when he suggested a road trip from Saudi, across the UAE,
through Oman and ending upon on Masirah Island. The trip was
limited to a maximum of 6 vehicles and would take place over the
Eid break following Ramadan in September. The trip required
careful and detailed planning, especially because of the
complexities associated with Middle Easter n border crossings.
Six families volunteered for the trip, a mixtur e of military and
civilian team members, and tasks were allocated to ensure the
organisational burden was evenly spread.

Planning complete, our intrepid adventurous gathered at the
Cordoba compound as soon as work and school allowed, to
begin the first leg of the jour ney — a swift 500km to our first camp
site at the border. This element of the journey was the most risky
as it involved driving at night along a notorious Saudi r oad and
the locals are not known for their driving skills! Maj Paul
Meehan and family survived 2 close encounters with trucks
before arriving with the other team members at the camp site
around 0900hrs. An early night beckoned because the following
day would involve a 900km trip, cr ossing 2 international borders
before arriving in Muscat.

The ‘Patrol’ base

Day 2 began early with the excitement building and everyone
looking forward to the ‘fun’ that can be had at Saudi Customs.
Our visa expert Marlon Macdonald had done a sterling job with
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documentation and our jour ney across the border only took
around 90 mins, which believe it or not, is actually quite quick.
The journey through UAE, passing Abu Dhabi and Dubai was
eased by the ability of our wives to shar e the driving, something
they are unable to do in Saudi. Despite this, the drive was very
long and we arrived at our hotel in Muscat desperate only for a
shower and bed. Day 3 was a rest day spent in the city, with
several team members going diving, whilst the r emainder relaxed
on the beach. Evening preparations including buying Muscat’ s
supply of ice to try to keep our food cold for the next 4 day’ s
camping.

The Team on the beach

Day 4 involved the drive towards Masirah Island, a 300km journey
that would include a 100km beach drive, something all of us wer e
looking forward to. Tyre pressures were dropped and lead boots
applied as we sped across the sands with miles and miles of
empty beach before us. Lunch was spent by the sea with time for
the usual seaside activities of paddling, swimming and shell
collecting befor e finding a quite spot to pitch our tents for the
night, right next to the sea.

Dawn saw us up and about and of f to the ferry for our jour ney to
the island. Col Jo told those gullible enough to listen that they
could get lunch on the boat or r elax with a cocktail at the bar.
Any such fantasies were dispelled when we arrived at the jetty to
board our Landing Craft that had seen service during WW?2!
Despite our best efforts we never did find the bar and r estaurant,
cheers Colonel. Time on the island was spent by the beach,
exploring, chilling out and looking (unsuccessfully!) for turtles,

with Maj Kenny Kendrick being the principle early mor ning
beachcomber. We had a fantastic time which went too quickly
before boarding our luxury craft for the r eturn leg.

The ‘ferry’ to Masirah Island

On the way back we were treated to the ‘scenic’ r oute by Maj
Tivey who was leading the convoy, it was nice to see so much
more of Oman than we had planned on our way back to Muscat.
Arriving early evening it was time once again for a quick wash
and brush up prior to hitting the sack. The following day was
taken up with sightseeing, mor e diving and dolphin watching as
well as the obligatory souk shopping. That evening we joined the
Oman Loan Service team for an Indian meal; thanks to Lt Col
Mike Burke and Capt George Hume for looking after us.

Being seasoned adventurers by now, we set off bright and early
for our return trip to Riyadh. We made excellent time over the
900km, with the only major delay being at the Saudi bor der —
surprise, surprise! Our final night was spent just within the
Kingdom where slick ‘detachment drills’ ensur ed we were all
squared away early in order to enjoy our final BBQ under the
stars. We arrived back in Riyadh by midday the next day, tired
but happy after what was a fantastic experience and something
we would not have missed. If you find yourself on your way to
SANGCOM in the future, | would recommend you make the effort
to get out on a jour ney such as this.

oC Maj M McCorry
USM WO2 N Elliot

CCU DRAWDOWN - by Maj McCorry

Over recent years there have been a number of changes to the
Corps and RAF comms sp in British Forces Cyprus (BFC). The
most recent change in 2002 saw 259 Sig Sgn and 12 SU close as
unit entities and form the cor e elements of what became DCSA
(later itself to become ISS) Cyprus Communications Unit (CCU).

As part of the overall DE&S PACE (Performance, Agility,
Confidence and Efficiency) Change Programme and within that
ISS PACE, a number of outsourcing activities are now occurring
which will see a significant reduction in Royal Signals and RAF
communicators in Cyprus over the next 24 months as industry
delivery partners assume service provision.

Earlier this year, CCU reduced from 2 Sgns (Infra & HQ Sqgn and
Service Ops Sqgn) to become a single, albeit large, sub-unit. This
followed the transfer out of what ar e considered as ISS ‘non-core’
activities, including the RAF C4l Flt and the tactical radio
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capability (the Cyprus Operational Emergency Radio System and
Bowman) to come under the Cyprus Operations Support Unit in
RAF Akrotiri or to HQ BFC itself. This transfer included the YofS
and CS Ops in addition to a sizeable RAF element. This and
other ‘efficiencies’ saw the unit reduce from a strength of 250 to
less than 190. With the posting of the CO, Wg Cdr
Featherstone , in the spring of this year, OC Infra & HQ Sgn
assumed command as OC CCU with up to 180 personnel, 45%
Army, 45% RAF and 10% civilian.

After some delay, the signing of the first outsour cing contract,
Managed Site Connectivity (MSC) occurred in June and the
contract was ‘vested’ on 1 October . This is an ISS ‘Networks
Services’, which subsumed Defence Fixed Networks (DFN) IPT
project and the simple way to describe MSC is to think of it as
‘the last piece of the DFTS jigsaw’. The MSC contract will see
the capability now provided by the Royal Signals Inst Techs being
undertaken by a sub-contractor of British T elecom, Bailey
Teswaine. Those posts ‘assigned to’ or ‘in scope’ for the pr oject
are now employed as ‘Military Transition Service Providers’, and
they in effect work for the contractor during the transition period.
Further posts in the supporting r ole will no longer be required and
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will also drawdown. Soldiers currently here will complete their
current tours as planned but will not be r eplaced on assignment.

Other outsourcing initiatives have been subject to delay but ar e
likely to vest in 2010 and this will see the final Royal Signals and
RAF personnel similarly drawdown, to leave a small ISS Cyprus
staff presence as part of ISS ‘Future Regional Structure’ (FRS).

Obviously the major impact will be experienced by the Inst T ech
trade group and both HQ SOInC(A) and APC are managing those
posts back into the wider Corps.  Sadly the names of Episkopi,
Dhekelia and Akrotiri will now be consigned to ‘T ele Mech’ history
alongside Laarbruch, Bruggen, Gutersloh and Wildenrath.

CCU SWIMMING GALA 2009 - by Cpl Murney

The Cyprus stone displayed at its best

In September, Dhekelia Tp hosted an Inter-Unit Swimming
Competition. The representative teams were, Dhekelia, Akrotiri
and Episkopi Tps and a combined HQ/Plans & Projects Team.
The RAF team pulled out at the last minute due to work
commitments.

The 100m Individual Medley was the race to look forwar d to as all
teams entered their best swimmers. The race lived up to its
expectations and was won by Sig Billy Elliot narrowly beating
WO1(FofS) Nige Kenyon . This was to be expected as both are
Army swimmers. Even with a 2nd, 3rd and 4th place, Dhekelia
Tp dominated the swimming events and was leading the
competition going into the last 2 events. The chain of command
race was designed to get the highest rank doing mor e lengths
than the lowest rank. SSgt Kips Fisher was ecstatic. Each team
was given a kayak to travel up and down the pool collecting
another team member each length. Cpl Mousley of Akrotiri Tp
showed his fighting determination by going straight acr oss the
lanes to take out Episkopi Tp at the starting whistle while Sgt
Chris Sankey got overexcited and shot of f down the pool in the
Kayak leaving SSgt Kips Fisher behind in the water. Then there
was a misunderstanding between the members of the Dhekelia
team as to who had to go next. When Cpl Craig Mur ney
shouted: “Who’s next up?”, it tur ned out it was him! Yet Dhekelia
still managed to win the event.

The final event was Synchronized Swimming, where each team
had 3 mins to impress the judges. Dhekelia Tp stepped up to the
mantle, going first and showed how it should be done. Some very
fine acrobatics were on display from start to finish including Sgt
Chris Sankey and Sig Downey getting launched into the air
passed each other. Then Sig Downey finished in style by rising
up out of the water in a “Jimmy” pose while holding a Corps
Pennant.

Episkopi Tp’'s Sig Dougherty took a 3 min Aqua-Aerobics class
racking her brains to come up with enough exs to fill the time
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while LCpl Craig ‘Pops’ Larkins tried desperately to keep his
head above water. Akrotiri Tp, after all belly flopping into the pool
took turns trying to lift Cpl Gerry Devlin before giving in after just
1 min.

HQ/P&P decided not to bother getting in the pool and just
accepted last place, especially after seeing the competitions.
They just couldn’t step up to the challenge.

Once the judges’ scores were added it only confirmed what
everyone knew. Dhekelia Tp had won the 2009 Inter-Unit
Swimming Gala. Special thanks to Race Marshall Cpl Gaz
Watson, on loan from JSSU, and Cpl Sean Foster for recording
all the results. We look forward to future events like this.

AKROTIRI TROOP - by FofS Dryden

ocC Capt D W atson
SSgt SSgt D King MBE

It has been a quiet time in Akrotiri Tp over the last couple of
months, with most people getting some well deserved leave in
over the summer months. The Tp has continued installing a new
fibre network for Project Welchman and the end is in sight!

All faults now come under the responsibility of Bailey Teswaine
(BTes), a civilian company who have been awarded the contract
to take over Managed Site Connectivity for the whole of Cyprus
as of 1 October 09. We now have a couple of civvies working
from our Tp lines, Keith and Terry, although we all know them as
they were formerly Civil Servants working for CCU and have now
been employed by BTes.

The Tp welcomed its newest and last ever member in September.
A big hello goes to SSgt Dave King MBE who has taken over
from SSgt Steve Cooper as the Tp SSgt. The Tp will now
continue to dwindle in numbers as people ar e posted out and not
replaced. The first of those will probably be Sig Dale Malar ek
who has just been selected for promotion to LCpl and is due
posting in November. Congratulations Dale. Sig Alex Hopkins
continued his recent trend of disappearing on adventur e training
and has managed to fit in some wake boar ding and even more
parachuting. Hopefully we’ll get some work fr om him now, even
though he was kind enough to ‘volunteer’ for New Y ear guard
duties!

The training continues for the CCU Walkdown which is a 20 mile
plus run/walk from the Troodos Mountains to Episkopi camp. The
Tp has been learning the route on morning PT so hopefully none
of us will get lost on the day.

EPISKOPI TROOP - by Sig Elliot

ocC Capt M Tremelling
SSgt SSgt | Farr ow

Throughout the month of September, Episkopi Tp have been busy
with Project Welchman. Progress was held up in places due to
the old “collapsed duct” r outine. But with a crew commander of
LCpl Larkins at the pulling end, the cable and duct stood no
chance of winning!

Whilst the Tp have been busy working on this, LCpl ‘Hammy’
Hamilton managed to find time to do a bit of Sales and W ants
bargain hunting. We were all amazed at where he found the time
to advertise his DVDs, cars, clothes, TVs, hoovers.....and general
tat. This time next year he’ll be a millionaire!

Towards the end of the month the Tp took part in the Episkopi
Station Fete down at Happy Valley. We decided to raise funds in
aid of ‘Help for Heroes’ and what better way to do it than getting
your signallers to dress up as cowboys/cowgirls and get the
general public to throw water balloons at you fr om point blank
range! After a few near misses to the “gentleman’s” region, it
was decided to put the line back a few yar ds for the safety of the
general public. This still didn’t stop SSgt(FofS) Wood and his
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family arriving on mass and throwing approximately 1700 water
balloons at Sig Overs, Sig Dougherty and LCpl Buley’ s faces!
Thanks FofS!

The Tp is to say farewell to 2 of it members in Sig Andy Overs
and LCpl Larkins , who is posted on promotion to RSS Blandford
or Top Gun as he tells us. A word of warning to anyone who is
there on a course be afraid....very afraid, he’s fierce! Also
congratulations to our r esident trade genius Sig Billingsley , who
was selected for promotion to LCpl. Finally a big welcome back
to SSgt Farrow who has returned after a major operation on a
severely broken finger nail, ouch, sounds nasty!

DHEKELIA TROOP - by Sig Van zyl

ocC Capt M Tremelling
SSgt SSgt G Fisher

Along with the rest of the unit, Dhekelia Tp has been busy with
Project Welchman, completing outstanding RFCs and
maintenance work. An eventful month, unfortunately we have not
welcomed any new faces but, we do welcome the era of
Managed Site Connectivity. Mr Terry Brice and Mr Rab Russell
have transferred over to the contractor, and even though we will
see them around, they will surely be missed. Another great
comrade Cpl Craig Bate departed on promotion with a bang as
we celebrated with go-karting, followed by a night in the CCU
Bitsa bar. Cpl Bate is now known to us as: “Pr ovost Sergeant of

11th Signal Regiment”. Congratulations, and look forwar d to
seeing you in action.

Salerno Day (2 PWRR party in the park) was a great success, as
CCU (Dhekelia) was in chage of running the bar. The team spirit
was high, lots of laughs and in the end many happy customers
thanks to the bar organisation skills of Cpl Barritt and SSgt
Fisher. Comments, “It's not often you get to an event and get
beer so cold, it's frozen”

During the Ay Nik festival, the tug-of-war team did exceptionally
well with big lad Sig Downey leading the rope, Sgt Poole giving
him guidance from behind, on the rope that is. After a hard
fought first pull CCU beat the Army team fr om JSSU,
unfortunately the Army team came back and grabbed the next 2
pulls. Second match saw the JSSU RAF team beat the Army 3 —
0, which left CCU with their work cut out. W e don’t know where
it came from but CCU managed to beat the RAF team 3 — 0. So
the final had to be a re-match of CCU versus the JSSU RAF. This
was a hard match but unfortunately CCU lost to the RAF team
despite the efforts of SSgt Fitzpatrick and team. However we
later found out that their heaviest guy was 20kg heavier than our
heaviest, which meant he was twice as heavy as our lightest.
With this in mind we reckon we have the moral victory. A big well
done to the CCU team for finishing a r espectable second.
Congratulations to Sig Noel Van Zyl for being selected for
promotion to LCpl — unfortunately, it's going to cost you mor e
than 1 bell ring.

oC Maj Ben Howarth
USM WO?2 Steve Carley RLC

ISS SAIl (JCUFI) povides Comd British Forces South Atlantic
Islands with robust and sustainable information communication
services to allow Command and Contr ol of Theatre Joint Forces.
This is achieved using a multitude of information comms systems
and keeps the 80 strong Tri-Service Unit busy, mainly with the
maintenance of the equipment as it (and sometimes us) has seen
better days!

HAILS AND FAREWELLS

Recently the Unit has seen 2 of the 3 continuity posts change.
So we said farewell to Maj Parkinson and his wife and the dogs
and in his place we welcomed Maj Howarth and his wife and
new born baby. Also joining us is Capt (TOT) ‘Mac’ McGr egor
and his family replacing Capt (TOT) Chris Gill , who has spent a
significant part of his car eer in the Falklands. A sad farewell for
those who liked unplanned outages and r eplacing all the cables
he pulled out, but huge congratulations to him on his pr omotion
to Maj.

Also at the top-end of the food chain, the Unit has r ecently lost
the USM, WO2 Kev Young to be replaced by WO2 Steve Carley
RLC, so we're looking forward to a bit less comms and a few
more BBQs over the Falklands summer. Kev played a major role
in reviving the Colin Jack Trophy as a quarterly inter-sect
competition.

COLIN JACK TROPHY COMPETITION

The Colin Jack Trophy is in memory of Sig Colin Jack who died
tragically in a RTI in 1986. Itis run 4 times a year, with each
event being of a military nature. The latest event was a 4 mile
speed march, interspersed with 3 command task style events.
Competitors from all 3 Services put in 100% effort, many
(especially the non-Army) surprising themselves with their
endeavours, particularly after a ‘swift half’ in Sharkies bar the
previous night! Well done to the winning team, 4 members of
CMIS, ably led (from the rear) by Sgt Mick Partridge .
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DETERRENCE & REASSURANCE PATROL WITH 2 PARA
— by Sig Graham Loney

D Coy, 2nd Bn Para Regt were to deploy on an op patr ol 65km
across the North East Falklands on foot carrying all required
equipment on person. They asked for any individuals feeling up
to the challenge who would like an insight into infantry tactics to
come along. | volunteered, keen to see the harder side of life,
and hence appreciate the little luxuries of a 6 day working week
with a warm single bedroom to relax in every evening!

We started off at a chilly 0530hrs on HMS Clyde for 3%z hrs of
smooth sailing round the North East side of the coast. Here the
100 strong patrol was heli-lifted of f to our insertion point at
Macbridge Head. As the final chalk was being dr opped off, the
weather changed from calm to wet and windy . This brought
smiles to everyone's faces, coupled with the thought of the
oncoming tab to Green Patch! It was interesting to see how the
infantry conduct a tactical patr ol. Though | remember much of
my basic training, there were a lot of hand signals that | had to
pick up on quickly. In the evenings | was shown certain ‘tricks of
the trade’ from the lads on everything from lightening Bergen
weight and ‘Gucci’ must-have kit, to spicing up the ration packs.
Luckily the local Falklands population welcome the patr ols and at
times allow them to use their bar ns rather than bashering up in
the elements.

On the first day, by 1700hrs, it was blowing a gale and snowing
heavily (which continued for the next 5 days and pr ogressively
got worse). On the second night, after doing a few clearing up
jobs for the local farmer, he supplied us with some geese.
Immediately a theory and practical lesson on pr eparing a goose
was laid on and then the lads wasted no time in making a fir e and
getting the geese added to the rations. During our travels we had
the pleasure of meeting some of the locals who wer e here during
the Falklands War and had our picture taken with one lady who
during the conflict patr olled with 3 Para to point out wher e the
Argentine Forces where holding up.

Overall, | thought it was a successful experience and certainly an
enjoyable one, even though the patrol was cut short by one night,
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due to the inclement weather. In hindsight, perhaps that was
luck, as on the final day we were to tab the furthest distance fr om
Mount Kent to MPA. The 2 Para lads were very welcoming and
although the whole time was spent in fr eezing, wet and snowy
weather, they were always in a good mood. When relaxing they

give the impression of a bunch of brothers having a mess around,
but when they are in role they were serious, professional and
always keeping on top of their drills. This has been a great
experience for me and one that | will remember long after | have
left the shores of the Falkland Islands.

CO Lt Col Mike Dooley
RSM WO1 Paul Walledge

NIKFEST 2009 - by SSM Pam Mitchell

This year it was the turn of HQ Sqgn to organise Nikfest. This is
biggest event in the JSUU (Cyp) social calendar. It provided a full
day of family entertainment which started at midday and ran
through into an evening of music and stage entertainment and
finished early the following mor ning. Needless to say, with the
predictable good weather, all this was held outdoors in true
festival style.

As Nikfest is a permanent fixture on the JSSU (Cyp) social
calendar, HQ Sqgn, headed by SSM Pam Mitchell and her chosen
committee, were given almost 9 months to plan, change, plan,
change and re-plan the day’s activities.

The festival opened with the Royal Signals Band putting on a
fantastic display, setting the tone and atmospher e that was to be
built on throughout the day. The band also performed jazz pieces
on stage at intervals throughout the afternoon. During their visit
on island they were also tasked with a variety of other functions
as well as benefiting from some adventure training; all in all
everyone was kept very happy.

After a brilliant start, things just got better . The PTIs QMSI Lee
Millett (Army), Cpl Dave Lemon (RAF) andLPT Mags Maguir e
(Navy) oganised a Royal Tournament Style Gun Run in the main
arena. This proved a real crowd pleaser, the teams entered the
event in the spirit that was intended, i.e. a serious competition,
and the crowd got behind their teams. The Navy unfortunately
only had one supporter in the crowd as the rest were in the team.
No prizes for guessing the winner; the Army stormed home to
victory.

The Army Gun Run Team

A few surprises occurred during the all Island Tug-Of-War that
followed. The RAF beat the CCU in the final — what happened to
the Army? Other events during the day included the Cyprus
Joint Adventure Training Centre Parachute Team who dropped in
5 freefall parachutists, the Cyprus stage school who pr ovided
dancers, and the contestants from a children’s talent contest who
performed dances and songs on stage. We also had the winner
of Miss JSSU 2009 (a beauty contest with a twist), Sig Jamie
Nichol and runner up Mr Jay Per cival both performed their
routines and were favourites with the audience; I'm sure we will
be seeing more of them!
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The RAF Tug-of-War winning team

The Sovereign Base Police also put on a public or der display. It
involved petrol bombs and an attack dog display . Unfortunately
everything did not go as planned because it tur ned out that the
petrol bombs were bomb proof; it took some battering to br eak
the glass and the dogs were so vicious they had to be kept
behind the perimeter fence for public safety . And yes, somehow
this all passed the Health and Safety interrogation.

Sgt Matt Stratton did a tremendous job with the evening’s
entertainments featuring local island bands Jumbo Budfish,
Insanity and even a comeback from his own band ‘Say No To
Disco’ giving, a performance to be pr oud of and probably the
best they’'ve ever done. The evening also brought light
entertainment by way of Latino dancers, who very nearly didn’ t
make it — arriving 4 hours late.

Nikfest was certainly an event to remember, fun was had by all, at
the same time raising money for, and awareness of the Units
supported charities: ‘Help for Her oes’, Dreams Come True and
SSAFA. The spirit and hard work put into the day captur ed JSSU
(Cyp) and the Armed Forces in general at its very best.

DHEKELIA DASH

The 43rd Dhekelia Dash took place on 10 October. The Dash is a
15 mile charity relay race, comprising teams of 15 men, women,
children, veterans and fun runners each running one mile.
JSSU(Cyp) were determined to beat their closest rivals 2 LANCS,
the winners of last year's competition, piping JSSU into 2nd place
by about 10 secs.

The men’s race once again was very close between JSSU(Cyp)
and 2 LANCS. Despite 43 teams entering this prestigious event
no other teams gave chase to the top 2. With 14 runners alr eady
completed their best ef forts, 2 LANCS had a 10m lead going into
the last leg, not an easy task to catch up over a distance of 1
mile against high class runners. This task fell on the shoulders of
Cpl Ricky Laf ford. If anyone was going to pull this back then
Cpl Laf ford was the one, hence the anchor man in the team. It
was a close run leg with the lead changing 2 or 3 times
throughout the final mile, leaving the other competitors on the
edge of their seats, and not being able to do anything about it
now.
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Cpl Lafford winning the Dhekelia Dash for JSSU(Cyp)

In the end Cpl Laf ford managed to pip the 2 LANCS runner at
the post winning the race in a time of 1hr 19 mins and 33 secs,
followed 6 secs later by 2 LANCS. JSSU also collected 1st place
trophies in the Vets and the Open competition, but also put in
superb efforts finishing 2nd in the primary and ladies categories.
Very well done JSSU (Cyp)!

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COURSE AT RAF AKROTIRI
- by LCpl Byam

On 22/23 September, | was the sole Army representative on an all
RAF leadership development course. Its aim was to educate
SACs and JNCOs in effective leadership and develop individual’s
strengths for effective comd. | was prepared for much ribbing
about who joined the better service but everyone r eading this
knows the answer.

It would take us little over an hour to get to the T raining and
Development Wing at RAF Akrotiri so training would commence
immediately to fit all the lessons and theory for the first day . We
did have one numpty SAC who completely for get that he was on
the course and attended Sgn PT. Instead of getting our intr os
and icebreakers out of the way, a good hour was spent ringing
round his work and home numbers trying to get in touch with
him, he never came in the end and | believe he had an AGAI
waiting him at work.

Due to the delay we arrived an hour late so we went straight into
our presentations, with no introductions because we didn’ t have
enough time. We were all given our presentation topics about 2
weeks prior to starting the course and people had definitely done
there homework. There were some very entertaining
presentations. We had topics such as “Is W ooton Bassett now
the focal point for the war in Afghanistan?” pr esented by a
confident SAC Jay Austin, and the eagerly awaited one “Does
Jointery work?” meaning does working in a tri-service
environment really work. | have my own opinions on that but |
don’t have enough space in this article to share all my thoughts.
My topic | thought was a bit dry and it was “Do the North Kor ean
missile launches give Obama a headache?” | wanted to do it so
much that | started it at 0500hrs the day we wer e due to give it.
This is typical of me! 1 did find out that Kim Jong Il was actually
born in Russia contrary to what he says in his autobiography .
The purpose of these presentations was not only to highlight the
people that took it seriously and r esearched the topics but it was
about presentation styles and talking in front of a crowd, which
some found nerve racking.

We then moved on to our theory lessons which consisted of
SMEAC, which is the RAF’s way of briefing in a formatted way . It
stand for Situation, Mission, Execution, Ask and then Check. To
highlight the effectiveness of SMEAC we watched a clip of Pulp
Fiction, just after they blew the kids head of f in the back of a car,
they get Harvey Keitel to control the situation and clean the car,
he demonstrates SMEAC well and it is very funny. We then
moved onto Leadership theory which was very RAF orientated,;
the instructor even apologised to me but | took on some
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interesting facts about leadership from the lesson. Then it was
Mission Command, followed by Followship, and then we finished
with Process of Communication. During these lessons we had
discussions and a good time was being had by all, even though
we didn’t know each other's names. As part of our break for
lunch we all gathered and worked out who was called what for
tomorrow’s fun and games.

The next day, with a couple of sore heads from the overnight
antics, we headed out from our awesome (!) Episkopi
accommodation to the training ar ea where a few Command Tasks
were conducted. We ensured all of us had water with a stop at
Ermes and for those that needed it (me mostly) sun cream was
applied in great quantities. Our first task, led rather impr essively
by SAC Jeanette Kendall, was to transport our field gun,
comprising two very large tyres, a large oil drum and a long metal
tube for a barrel, across some sand dunes which were a series of
steep hills with long flats in between. The aim was to r each our
destination with our field gun which was the beginning again, we
just did a massive loop of the training ar ea. That set the tone for
the day’s tasks.

Next was erecting a 12x12 tent blindfolded, the only exception
was the task leader, SAC Matty Davies . SAC Davies did the
right thing by first asking if anyone knew how to put it up. | was
the only volunteer, after my few years at 14 Sig Regt, | had
become accustomed to how they ar e erected. So | drew him a
floor diagram of the layout of the poles and angles befor e
erection. Then he was on his own. With all of us standing
around in complete darkness at 1030hrs in the mor ning, he
manoeuvred us into position. | became chief distributor so | had
to avoid the trip hazards being laid out, awesome! A few metal
poles bounced of f noggins but it was completed successfully by
young SAC Matty Davies .

There were around 9 tasks all in all and some of the most
memorable were Cpl Andr ea Hazlewood getting frustrated at
explaining shapes that we had to make with a bit of r ope. Only
she couldn’t see what we were meant to make; this highlighted
the need to communicate ef fectively, she did much better than |
could have done. Another one was led by SAC Dave Thompson
in which the situation was a guard room in Basrah which had just
been mortared and there was one casualty. We had to transport
this casualty to the field hospital which was right next to the
guard room but we had to travel about a mile and a half out of
the way with this casualty. While doing this we all had to
remember what we saw lying around the guard room, stuff like a
compass, a rubber face of all things, insect r epellent, an NBC
boot and about 30 other things.

All of these tasks were in the mid day sun about 35°C, running
round like lunatics. Cpl Ben Kay’ s boots completely melted so
there were no soles at all, the boots were 8 years old but still! It
was a good experience to be had by all and | even learned a
couple of things about myself. | look forwar d to the next one
which no doubt | will be on.

JSSU (CYPRUS) BATTLEFIELD TOUR OF ARNHEM
- by Cpl Ricky Lafford

During September 09, 14 members of JISSU (Cyp) embarked on a
battlefield tour of Arnhem and Nijmegen, concurrent with the 65th
anniversary of Op MARKET GARDEN, the lagest airborne op of
all time.

The tour covered all major and minor conflicts during the 8 day
op, taking in the initial tr oop/glider landing sites as well as the
frontline positions of allied for ces. Our guide, Mr Nick Kelso ,
was a locally based UK national and a subject matter expert on
the op. His tour took us along the key battle points during the
conflicts, primarily covering the attempted captur e of the bridges
between Eindhoven and Arnhem, which were key for a future
offensive on German troops to the east.

Day 1 covered the landing sites in and around Oosterbeek and
Nijmegen. Although some 11km from Arnhem, it was decided in
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1944 that a direct landing near Arnhem was too risky for the
aircraft involved and thus the tr oops would have to be dr opped
outside the area. Our tour started at the same location as the
allied drops. By chance, the group stumbled across a parade at
Grave Bridge, with US 82nd and 101st Division personnel
present, both of which wer e heavily involved in Op MARKET
GARDEN. Later in the day, the group bumped into the grandson
of Maj Gen John Fr ost CB DSO* MC DL, CO 2nd Bn Para Regt
during the op. He was able to add to the story of Ar nhem using
almost first-hand knowledge of the event that had been passed
down by his grandfather — a much appr eciated and unexpected
addition to the tour.

During Day 2, the tour covered more key points within the
Nijmegen area of ops. Included was a tour of the Hartenstein
Hotel Museum, previously HQ of Allied ops, which had been
newly refurbished and was an enlightening experience for all.
During the afternoon we moved to Arnhem itself where each of
the Allied dispositions wer e broken down by Mr Kelso with a
description of the actions conducted. As the day wor e on it
became apparent that there was a story to be told about each
cap badge represented in our group, highlighting the massive
scale of the conflict. This became evermor e apparent following
several trips to the war graves around the region which contained
the dead of not only the Infantry and other fr ontline troops that
we had come to expect, but also the second line soldiers and
airmen including Royal Signals, Intelligence Corps, AGC, Royal
Engineers and RAF airmen.

The final day of the tour concluded with a memorial service, the
65th anniversary remembrance parade of Op MARKET GARDEN.

The presence of veterans and soldiers, both old and new, was
massive. The experience was somewhat humbling yet a
reassurance that people do not for get the huge loss of life that
occurred as a result of the conflict. Our gr oup subsequently paid
their own respects at the official memorial to the Op, where Maj
Wilson laid a wreath on behalf of JISSU(Cyp).

The group parade at an Armhem monument

The battlefield tour was a great experience for all and very much
an eye opening historical review, which for some, was a first
experience of such an event. A huge thanks to SSgt ‘Tashy’
Lawr ence for his organisation of the tour.

LATE NEWS

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

CO Lt Col A Fallows
RSM WO1(RSM) G Sinclair

With the Regt completing the last of its exs in support of ARRC,
the focus of attention now tur ns to the upcoming deployment to
Afghanistan in February 2010 and then the re-role of 16 Sig Regt
to become a Campaign Sig Regt.

Leading the way is our new CO, Lt Col A Fallows who has taken
over from Col JM Hodges . Col Hodges is not going too far
though and since handing over, he has kept a keen eye on his old
Regt in his new job as DComd of 1 Sig Bde, based just down the
road in Rheindahlen.

COs of 16 Signal Regiment old and new — Col Hodges hands over
to Lt Col Fallows
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Looking forward to the op tour which starts in February 2010, the
Regt has shifted up a gear and is getting stuck into the pr e-
deployment courses and training that need to be undertaken.
With our Courses Cell working hard, loading over 300 people on
roughly 3500 courses, qualifications and MATTS; everyone will be
going to HERRICK with a sound grounding and the best training
available.

230 (MALAYA) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj HJ Scott
SSM WO2(SSM) DR Wheeler

After a well earned summer leave period, the Regt underwent a
thorough re-organisation as it shifted from its traditional role
supporting the ARRC into a new ORBAT for its fast approaching
deployment on Op HERRICK 11/12. For 230 Sig Sgn this meant
re-organising as Helmand Sig Sqgn, with its 3 Tps altering
accordingly: Phantom Tp becomes Bastion Tp, Vampire Tp
breaks down into its constituent parts as FOB Tp and T ornado Tp
is reborn as Lashkar Gah Tp.

In addition to the Sqn under going some structural changes, there
has been a large turnover of personnel, with us welcoming in Maj
Hervey Scott as our new OC Sqgn; Capt Chris Moody , who
arrived as our Sgn 2IC just prior to summer leave and WO2(SSM)
Dave Wheeler , who has relished the opportunity to whip the Sgn
into shape. Aside from Sqn HQ, there have been new additions
right throughout the rank structur e, including a number of SNCOs
who have all slid seamlessly into their new appointments, and Lt
Sam Harris who has the challenging task of keeping track of the
various elements of FOB Tp.
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Top of the agenda for the Sgn has been the essential Special to
Arm Training (STA) that prepares the troops for their assorted
roles in theatre. In addition the Sqn has been hard at work on the
various Regt and Sqn military training packages. A week long
MATTs camp in Sennelager allowed the Sqgn to tick of f the
essential mandatory tests and to identify ar eas to focus on in the
coming months. It also had the additional benefit of allowing the
many new members to get to know one another away fr om
Javelin Barracks. Next up was Ex MALAYA STRIKE, a sgn
training ex designed to refresh the soldiering skills of all
personnel. The troops worked thr ough a challenging program
which saw them rediscover the principles of fire and movement,
mine awareness, and navigation amongst other skills. They also
received a number of informative briefs about Afghanistan; in
particular the country’s history, an overview of our mission when
we deploy, and an introduction to the Combat Estimate and the
Orders Process. A very busy week culminated in the Inter-Tp
Competition. After days of frightening rumours that it was going
to be a log race, there were smiles all round as the truth was
revealed: bowling at Javelin Barracks bowling alley. A superb
performance from LCpl Renouf saw Bastion Tp sweep to victory .

Further training is set to take place in the lead up to Christmas,
with the focus remaining on military skills and fitness, with the
Sgn making full use of the Station’s 25m range and DCCT facility,
and with our continuing familiarisation with the local running
routes — readers familiar with Hill 60 will understand! Personnel
continue to travel around Europe on a wide range of STA courses,
with some soldiers being away for the best part of thr ee months.
OPTAG and an Operational Shooting package will be completed
prior to a very welcome break for Christmas leave. Upon our
return we have our Sgn confirmatory ex, befor e we move into the
final Regt ex, prior to deploying to Afghanistan. Then it will be
time for the real challenge: Afghanistan and Op HERRICK 11/12.

252 (HONG KONG) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj S Steven
SSM WO2(SSM) A Watson

252 Sqn is undergoing a definite period of change. As the Close
Sp Comms Sgn to HQ ARRC, we are due to move back with
them to Innsworth in the UK early next year. Clearly this involves
a huge amount of preparation, both for us to move the ARRC’s
comms and for the Sgn itself to change location and par ent
Regts, as we leave 16 and head for 22 Sig Regt. As the rest of
the Regt gets ready for ops, we continue to run the ARRC’s
deployable comms networks over their huge ex season, and get
firmly stuck in to pr eparations for the move.

SSgt ‘Jean-Paul’ Spinks at the hub of the network for HQ ARRC

We did manage to catch the last of the German summer though
with a Sqn adventure training trip to the Harz Mountains — more
of which below, and a quality game of Seniors v Juniors Cricket.

Whilst we have had an emotional time saying good bye to dozens
of members of the Sqn who deserted us to undertake PDT prior
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to going to Afghanistan with the Regt, we wish them all the very
best in their new Sgns. Reinforcing the Sgn for the return to the
UK, we are joined by SSgt A Ramsay , SSgt T Ralley and SSgt
‘Paj’ Pagett , among others. The Ops team are particularly
delighted to welcome in WO2(YofS) Bailey from 31 Sig Regt to
join us and provide a bit of balance to what can often seem a
CSE heavy Sqn.

EXERCISE HONG KONG ADVENTURE - by LCpl A Kirkhope

The Sgn was gently eased back into Army life from their hard
earned summer leave with a week’s adventurous training in the
Harz Mountains. After we set off, all was running smoothly in my
minibus until Sig Matt Fisher took over driving from LCpl Ash
Spooner , then all hell broke out. To say the entire bus was
petrified is a severe understatement but somehow we arrived
safely at our lodge, which was to be home for the next week.

We were lucky to have been provided with 2 chefs who rustled up
a delicious, much appreciated dinner. We were then given the
usual briefs and split into our relevant groups for the coming
week’s activities. After all admin points wer e taken care of, we
decided to sample the local cultur e by having a few drinks in the
“Scottish” bar acr oss the road!

After a relatively quiet first night, Team 252 were biting at the bit
to get stuck into the ar duous activities comprising mounting
biking, trekking, and abseiling off very high cliffs. There was the
usual spot of “disco leg” on the r ock climbing phase, which to be
fair shows that everyone was pushing themselves out of their
comfort zones. Congratulations go to Capt Nick Fletcher for
completing the X-Country mountain bike r oute. Despite being
Elmpt’s very own version of Lance Armstr ong, rumour has it that
he was crippled after the event. Congratulations also go to LCpl
Sam Derby who managed to ruin any chances of futur e
promotion by having a skin full and then ‘sleepwalking’
downstairs. This would be OK if it had not been followed by belt
fed ‘sleep talking’ gibberish to the OC, Maj ‘Scotty’ Steven and
the SSM, WO2 Al Watson .

The Sqgn had the opportunity to unwind each night. SSgt Steve
Perry laid on a ‘cryptic quiz’, which just irritated everybody r eally,
because of the sheer complexity of the questions! As our fun
packed week drew to an end, we made a slight detour en route
home, to visit the Mittelbau-Dora Concentration Camp and V2
Rocket Factory. The visit was both interesting but very moving,
and made us all realise just how lucky we are.

The OC, Maj Steven, hanging on in there
255 (BAHRAIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj KA Barker
SSM WO2(SSM) M Nowosielski

Following the re-constitution of at the beginning of September 09
for our forthcoming deployment, the Sgn has been fr enetically
preparing for Op HERRICK 11/12. As the newly designated
RC(S) HQ CIS Sgn, 255 Sgn has completely assumed the role of
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CIS Close Sp Sqn for the first time in its history and the history of
the Regt. Amongst the 104 or so personnel are members of 7
Sig Regt, 22 Sig Regt, 71 Sig Sgn (V) and personnel fom across
the remainder of 16 Sig Regt. This period has seen an enormous
turnover in high quality personnel, including Lt Tom Collins
posted to 2 ATR Pirbright, Lt Morgan Ross posted to 1 Sqn RSS
Blandford, our former beleaguered SQMS SSgt ‘Wilf * Williams
posted to 7 Sig Regt, our former MT Sgt now SSgt ‘Heppy’
Hepworth to 207 Sig Sqn, Sgt Lee Greenhough to 30 Sig Regt,
SSgt Sarah Staf f posted to 1 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt, Sgt
Johnson posted to 202 Sig Sgn and finally Cpl Pursglove

posted to 200 Sig Sqn. We also offer a belated welcome to
WO2(FofS) Clarke , SSgt Cor dery, SSgt Wells and Sgt McNally .
Whether deployed or just arriving in station we wish all past,
present and future members of the Sqgn every success in their
appointments.

SUPPORT SQUADRON 16 SIGNAL REGIMENT

oc Maj M Nuttall
SSM WO2(SSM) Korba

Congratulations go to the following on selection for pr omotion:
Sigs Brady, Butler, Dau, Upton, McManus and Metcalfe .

The Sgn welcomed Maj Nuttall who arrived in April as the new
OC, Maj G Hailstone the new QM(A) and Capt A Cupper the
new QM(T). We said goodbye to Capt J Duncan moving to 33
Sig Regt, Maj Bob T aylor who has now left the service and to
whom we wish all the best and Maj N Coatsworth who has left
for 1 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt.

The majority of Sp Sqgn will be deploying to Afghanistan in
February. Souter Force Protection and Transport Coy has now
formed under Sp Sqgn following the r econstitution of 16 Sig Regt
earlier this year. Drawing personnel from all Sqns, Catering, LAD
and in some cases from 7 Sig Regt, this ragtag collection of
characters initially represented a force more likened to the ‘Dirty
Dozen’ than the ‘Mighty For ce Protection’.

So far the soldiers and SNCOs have been preparing for the
numerous courses that they will have to complete for the
deployment in February to Camp Souter, Kabul. As well as
strengthening military awareness and skills for the deployment,
the Sgn is due to receive various new vehicles, currently used on
ops in October — something which is exciting all the Driver
Linemen. In addition to the normal MATTs, medical scenarios and
GPMG skills have been carried out — along with the OC’s General
Knowledge quiz which proved that he is indeed a very Late Entry
Officer.

Looking to the futur e there are courses for the majority of the
Driver Linemen on Ridgeback, various categories of driving tests
and the jobs that the majority of soldiers will be doing on tour .
Far from the ‘luxury’ of maintaining infrastructur e or normal
driving details you could expect, the deployment is one that will
consist of shifts split into a r ound robin for the guys who will find
themselves carrying out foot patr ols, convoy protection, QRF and
everyone’s favourite — sangar duty.

Finding ourselves on courses normally only reserved for the
greenest amongst the Regt, the time spent away on team medic,
tactical comds course, sear ch patrols awareness and then ECM
will ensure a wide range of valuable skills will be learnt and
enhanced in months to come.

With a 2 week live firing package followed by a confirmatory
exercise to come everyone will have a worthwhile and well
deserved Christmas.

REGIMENTAL HOCKEY - by Lt Brinkworth
Having lain dormant for an unknown period of time the 16 Sig
Regt Hockey Team is again alive, kicking and in full swing. With

the Corps Inter-Unit Hockey Tournament looming at the end of
September, there was little time to practise and train as a team.
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The initial interest for training was promising, with some 20
players attending.

As usual, however, the unavoidable commitment of courses and
responsibilities swallowed up the manpower . Eventually we
departed Elmpt for Aldershot with 5 players: Lt Brinkworth , SSgt
Briggs , Cpl Jenner , LCpl Beaver and Sig Falkus . Unfortunately
the competition was 7-a-side with no mor e than 5 substitutes so
straight away we were on the back foot. We managed to poach a
few handy players however and were able to progress to the
semi-finals on both the indoor and outdoor phases of the
competition. This came as quite a surprise to the team as this
was the first time we had played together .

The competition provided a tough challenge for the team. The
lack of substitutes meant that ther e was no rest and each game
was quite gruelling. The reward for this was felt in receiving the
Proctor Trophy for the valiant effort shown by the team
throughout. All in all the event was a good spring boar d for the
Regt Hockey Team, which now hopes to pr ogress from here and
gain momentum.

EXERCISE MERCURY DIAMOND SPEAR - by Sig Brady

The expedition started with an ominous call into my SSgt’ s office
and | was told | must attend a lectur e in the Regt briefing facility.
Not knowing what it was going to be about, | tur ned up with
notebook and pen ready to be bored to tears by another death by
PowerPoint comms presentation or the ‘Train Green’ video for the
thousandth time! Sgt John Ryan came in and introduced himself
whilst | was chatting to an old friend | hadn’ t seen since NAAFI
break, but when he started talking about Ex MERCURY SPEAR
my ears pricked up and | started to listen. All of a sudden |
realised | had been sent to listen to a lecture on the Regt’s
adventure training expedition for the year and wor ds like ‘Greece’,
‘Climbing’ and ‘Mountaineering’ wer e being thrown about. Then
it hit me | had just been handed the chance of a lifetime!

So with everyone in work wishing me luck, while colour ed green
with envy, we all mounted the transport that was to be our first
leg to the peak of Mount Olympus and morale went thr ough the
roof on leaving the camp gates. Four hours and 2 stops later we
arrived at Athens airport, greeted by the sweltering heat of a
Greek afternoon and the smiling happy faces of SSgt Tony
Caprio who was in charge of looking after the swimming pool — |
mean admin of the group and day to day planning. Along with
him was Sig George ‘VH' V ironi-Hirmonas , our Greek translator
and expedition photographer, both looked as though they had
been doing plenty of ‘administration’ alr eady as they were
sporting gleaming tans. We then hit the road for a further 2 hours
and finally arrived at 2200hrs at Sparta’s lovely Castle View
campsite. Sgt Ryan and Lt Ross, who did not have a sun tan,
were there ready to meet us with a table of Greek food laid out
for our evening meal and as soon as we were seated, we were
straight into our opening brief. With that finished, it was time for
a well deserved sleep in the tents we would be living in for the
next 2 weeks. That was when the excitement really kicked in and
| started to realise | was actually in Greece, somewhere I've
always wanted to go.

After packing our tents up we set of f at 0800hrs for the Spartan
mountains of Taygetos, the first of 2 days in the hills and even
though it was early in the mor ning, the heat was already in the
high twenties! Once we were on the start line, Sgt Ryan gave us
the obligatory ‘don’ t beast yourself’ speech and we started to
move. Within 10 mins of setting of f, we were already starting to
realise this wasn't going to be an easy expedition as we wer e
already sweating buckets and br eathing heavily — those who were
stupid enough to have drunk pr evious to the flight wer e suffering
the most. As hard as it was, it just took one look over the
shoulder to keep us going as the view over Sparta was
spectacular and you could see for miles!

As we carried on through out the day, spirits were still at an all

time high as we laughed and joked about the fact that ther e
should have been an old Spartan ski lift somewhere to help us to
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the top but the chatting soon died down as the r ecognisable
paths started to disappear and we had to seriously dig in and
start some serious tabbing. By midday we had got to the top of
the first of many peaks we hit. This was a perfect opportunity to
get some food and water down us and an even better opportunity
to enjoy the view. The entire backdrop of the Taygetos mountain
range, as beautiful as it was, left us under no illusions as to how
far we still had to go! As the day progressed the terrain changed
dramatically from grassy banks to loose rock as we contour ed
around some hills and marched straight up others, eventually
getting to a place where we had to do a controlled abseil. The
main issue was water management and although people had
enough to last, some decided they wer e going to drink theirs a
little faster than they should leaving themselves short. On
reaching the third and final peak of the day, the sun was starting
to wane so we made our way to a suitable location to camp and
a lot of tired soldiers managed to sleep without any pr oblems

The next day we moved off early to avoid as much of the
sweltering heat as we could and try to get back to the campsite
early enough to get the full benefit of the swimming pool. The tr ek
took us back up to the peak we finished on and fr om there we
could see the road where we were getting picked up, the only
way to it however was on a bearing and this involved a descent
that would have scared the SAS. So with our eyes glued to the
finishing point, we started down the other side of the mountain
and when we were about half way down we saw the minibuses
arrive, raising morale but it didn’t seem to matter how far we
travelled, the minibuses never seemed any closer! By about
1400hrs we finally made it to the finish point wher e SSgt Caprio
was waiting to take us back to the campsite, and without
hesitation we loaded our bergens and left after the hardest hill
walk | have ever done!

The next day was spent on cultural enlightenment as we went to
various sights around Sparta, various museums and the
amphitheatre where King Leonidas himself battled the Spartan
parliament to allow him to fight the Persians. With that done, it
was time to say goodbye to Sparta and the wonderful hosts of
the Castle View campsite and after a small presentation of a 16
Sig Regt plaque we set off on the 6 hr drive to Meteora for the
climbing phase. Lucky for us the long drive to Meteora goes
straight passed Thermopylae, the Hot Gates where the 300
Spartans fought the Persians. | couldn’t believe we were actually
in the place where the movie was set; this was a brilliant and
quite fitting place to end the first phase of the expedition.

After a long drive we suddenly came upon Meteora, a world
heritage site that rivals only the Grand Canyon for its spectacular
rock formations. The Vachros camp site was at the bottom of
one of these
formations and
created an amazing
backdrop for the
second phase of the
expedition.

A 0700hrs start began
the next day and we
set off on the 45 min
drive to Mousaki for
the first full day of
climbing, a daunting
prospect for some of
the group who had
never been climbing
before. Once we
arrived at the site, the
size of the faces
shocked me. We were
already a good
distance up with a
pretty spectacular
view but we were
going to be climbing a
lot higher! After a

Lt Emma Thomas and Sgt Gaz Myers
‘get to grips’ with a climb
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quick stop at a café, while Lt Ross and Cpl Dunn set up the
ropes, we made our way back to the r ock faces and were given
our safety lessons and set straight of f to the base of our climbs!
The day flew by as everyone eventually made their way to the top
of what only a few hours ago seemed like an impossible feat of
climbing! The next day we were given the option to climb or walk
around Meteora. This gave those not to happy with heights the
chance to be out of their comfort zones but in a less death
defying manner. As the climbers now had a smaller group it
meant we got a lot mor e climbs in and at a much greater level
than we did the day before.

With the climbing phase over we wer e off to the final part of the
expedition, Mount Olympus! W e arrived at our camp site in good
time and realised we were virtually on the beach, which was great
until we realised that meant sea level and the peak was 2918m —
and we were walking to the top! After a lesson on the stars and
how to navigate using them from SSgt Caprio , a night of restless
sleep followed due to a swam of ants who r efused to let us camp
without a fight. We woke to the beach view, the air was cool and
everyone was raring to go. The aim of the day was to hit a refuge
hut that was 18km away and 2100m above sea level. The guide
book said it would take 9 hrs all together, so we knew we were in
for a bit of a slog. The route itself was an E4 European grade
mountain trail so apart from the distance and the gradient, it was
a great track to do and the scenery was fantastic. W e stopped
for lunch at a cave with a monastery inside it and eventually hit a
café at a place called Pironia, a car park with a little restaurant
which was where all the civilians seemed to try to tackle the peak
from. It was here that we came across a stray dog that decided
to follow us for the remainder of our journey that day; we named
him Tony, in honour of the illustrious Admin God we had to leave
at the campsite on Op Bronze.

We knew from this point we only had about 3 hrs of tr ekking left
and after a couple of cans of Coke, we got straight to it, arriving
at the refuge hut with plenty of daylight to spar e and found that it
was a bit more than a refuge hut! It was a fully functioning hostel
with running (cold) water, a restaurant and accommodation for
around 100 people, all supplied by donkeys that came up fr om
Pironia. We stayed in the attic space which had 8 beds on each
side and looked a little bit like something the 7 dwarfs would
have stayed in!

The Team at the top of Mount Olympus

The next day we started early and made our way to the top of the
mountain. This route was also an E4 and was fairly easy going
until we got to Mytikas which is the false summit at 2910m. The
climb up to the final peak was not a har d one but not everyone
was comfortable with it so with Cpl Dunn left behind for safety as
an instructor, a small handful of us scaled the rest of the
mountain. With hail and wind hitting us full fr ontal, we managed
to finally stand on top of the thr one of Zeus. After a few photos
with the Regimental colours and a few signatur es in a book kept
at the top for those who had made the summit, we made our way
back down to the hut for the night and then the next day made
our way to Pironia. | am now at the campsite typing these notes
before we fly back to our normal day-to-day jobs at the Regt, but
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before we go we are going to have 2 days well earned R&R. The
expedition was an amazing experience shared by all who were
there and it shows that not everything you get volunteer ed for
turns out to be bad.

THE REGT TAKES THE CUP AT THE ROYAL SIGNALS 7s
FOOTBALL

Stacked with talent, the tour nament favourite, 2 Sig Regt won the
annual Royal Signals Corps 7s football tour nament hosted by 16
Sig Regt in Javelin Barracks on Friday 9 October 2009.

The Royal Signals Football Association Corps 7s is an annual
event which marks the start of the new football season in the
Corps. The tournament is always well attended and this year 14
teams competed for the tr ophies coming from all over BA(G) and
the UK. Not only are players competing for tr ophies but they are
vying for selection in the highly successful Corps team as well as
possible representation in the BA(G) team for those posted in
BA(G).

Following the group stages, it was the larger Regts who are well
known for football within the Corps, who seemed to be
progressing through to the main trophy. However it was 102 Log
Bde HQ & Sig Sgn who proved to be the dark horse of the
competition and surprised a few teams by defeating them and
achieving a place in the final.

In the plate final it was an all BA(G) affair with 200 Sig Sqgn versus
7 Sig Regt B. The game was tight with only 1 goal being scor ed
early in the first half by 200 Sig Sqn after a colossal thr ow that
would rival Stoke City’s own Rory Delap . 200 Sig Sgn continued
to mount a rear guard action which allowed them to hold on and
win the game in what was a very entertaining plate final.

The final between 2 Sig Regt and 102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sgn
was highly anticipated and did not disappoint the lar ge crowd of

players and spectators who gather ed for the starting whistle.
With 2 Sig Regt team full of Corps players and a number of Army
players, on paper it was definitely a case of David versus Goliath.
However with exceptional speed and talent displayed by both
teams, it was 2 Sig Regt who were too strong on the day and
eventually won the match 2 — 1.

Trophies for the day were presented by Lt Col AM Fallows , CO
16 Sig Regt who also chose the man of the match for the final,
which went to LCpl Camer on of 2 Sig Regt.

The 2009 Corps 7s Champions

All in all, the event was a great success and hopefully it will be
played in Javelin Barracks next season. Congratulations to both
200 Sig Sgn and 2 Sig Regt on their victories and thank you to all
those from 16 Sig Regt and 7 Sig Regt who worked so hard in
making the event a great success and to the CO for giving up so
much of his time in coming to the tour nament and supporting the
event.

30th SIGNAL REGIMENT
BRAMCOTE

CO Lt Col RJB Spencer
RSM WO1 Morris

SUPPORT SQUADRON

ocC Maj P Grif fiths
SSM WO2 Hodgskins

Another busy
period for the
Sqn over the
summer with
loads of activities
to keep the lads
occupied. In
addition to the
routine taskings
that keep the
Regt going, the
majority of the
Sgn have been
involved in some
shape or form
with Public
Events,
adventure

training, The Mini Imps Motorcycle display team
overseas exs, entertained the crowds with a series of
leadership and breathtaking stunts and crossovers. Cpl
development ‘Dicko’ Dickinson the not so ‘mini’ Imp
training and entertained the crowds by trying to crush one
various sports. of the display team!
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250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Corkery
SSM WO2 Un

EXERCISE SAMUNDRA DRAGON - by LCpl Chris Poulter

It was a cold Autumn mor ning when LCpl Boddy , Cpl Deepak ,
Sig Bhesh and | set off on the journey down to Gosport to take
part in a 2 day/2 night sailing trip fr om Portsmouth, led by the
OC, Maj Corkery who was our skipper for the duration with
FofS(IS) Marsh as first mate. When we arrived at Gosport and
got out of the car, the fresh smell of the sea and the coldness of
the wind hit us; it was already time to deploy the softies. We
unloaded the car and made our way to our yacht, Petasus which
was 37ft in length. The skipper and first mate then took us
through the basic theory, the practical we would be lear ning as
we progressed. The basics included how to tie knots, navigation,
safety rules, putting up the sails etc and even how to flush the
toilet now known as ‘the heads’ — believe me it is a lot har der
than it sounds.

The OC was the first person in charge of the yacht and he took
the helm as he led us out of Gosport marina as we did not want
to damage any of the yachts around, as they were worth
thousands of pounds. The first day we all took it in tur ns having
a go at the helm supervised by the skipper, who as well as
teaching us about the wind, tacking and the instruments aboar d
the boat, shared his tips and hints he had picked up on his many
voyages. Meanwhile inside the yacht, ‘First mate’ Marsh was
teaching one individual at a time how to navigate whilst at sea if
you could not use your satnav. We carried on our journey,
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eventually stopping for the night on the Isle of Wight ar ound
1800hrs. We all got showered and changed and made our way
ashore for a meal in one of the local pubs, followed by a few
drinks but no one had a late night as we all knew just how tiring it
was at sea all day. The next day reveille was at 0700hrs and we
soon set sail. In the morning we learned how to manoeuvre in
and out of buoys, come alongside a buoy and tie up to it and

how to reverse onto a buoy and tie up to it . Then after a bit of
sailing we once again moored up and had lunch. After lunch we
made our way back towar ds Portsmouth as we had about a 4
hour sail to do. The wind had dropped from yesterday but on this
journey we had the tide in our favour as well as the wind. The
wind was directly behind us and although not str ong we reached
speeds of 6 knots the fastest of the whole trip. W e arrived in
Portsmouth around 1800hrs and we all went for a look around
Gunwharf Quays. After our evening meal, a few of us decided to
go for a little dance and a few drinks befor e making our way back
to the yacht. The next morning we were back on our way to
Gosport marina and when we arrived, we pulled alongside
another yacht and had to be extra car eful and have the fenders
(white buoy type things to stop the yacht getting damaged) r eady
in the correct place. We then filled the boat's water tank up and
gave the yacht a good clean.

Overall | rate my first sailing experience 10 out of 10. The all
round skill required to avoid collisions, catching the wind in the
correct place and multi-tasking in general as well as the fun we
had while at sea and ashore is something | won't forget. Sailing
uses most, if not all the cor e values that we use in the Army every
day and | strongly recommend anyone that has a chance to do it
to grab it with both arms.

Cpl Dipak Gurung in the driving seat
SUPERSTAR COMPETITION - by Cpl Sujyoki Tamang

Superstar Competition was an event held on 19 July 2009 in
Camp Buehring in Kuwait Support Facility (KSF) during Op
BROCKDALE. The primary aim of the competition was to
organise various exercises in order to develop individual str ength
and team spirit amongst the participants and also to raise money
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for charity. With this in mind, the event was organised by LCpl
Meharsing Gaha , a PTl and Tp member of the KSF
Communication Information Systems (CIS) Tp.

The multi activity competition was an event held for all the British
Forces personnel based in Camp Buehring. The participants
came from all the units in KSF and they took part with gr eat
enthusiasm. Those who could not take part in the event also
supported by donating money .

Participants gathered in the British gym at 0600hrs in the
morning. Capt Om Pun, Tp Comd KSF CIS Tp welcomed
everyone and wished everyone good luck. The event then kicked
off and went smoothly during the day until 2200hrs in the
evening. Although the outside temperatur e was around 50°C and
the events were physically challenging and demanding, the
participants started, worked and finished with big smiles on their
faces. In order to encourage and motivate the participants, ther e
were prizes for the winners which were provided by the welfare
fund, courtesy of SSgt Durga Gurung , Tp SSgt KSF CIS Tp.
Prizes were presented to individual winners both Male and
Female under 29, over 30 and a 4 person team with the highest
score by Comd JFLogC, Brig Stear ns at the end of the
competition.

All in all, we and all the participants found the event very
worthwhile, the aim was achieved well beyond expectation and
the Tp received a big well done from the Comd JFLogC for
coming up with the idea. The competition was a gr eat success,
with over 250 personnel taking part. The strenuous effort of the
Tp also managed to raise $US1001 for ‘Help for Heroes'. The big
well-done must go to the or ganiser of the event, LCpl
Meharsingh Gaha who came up with the idea and executed it
brilliantly.

256 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Short
SSM WO2 Stowell

EXERCISE SWAN CONNECTION AND NEON MERCUR'Y

Alpha Tp built the Early Entry HQ (EEHQ) as part of Ex SWAN
CONNECTION 09 as a prliminary to Ex NEON MERCURY 09,
the Joint Force HQ's (JTFHQ) confirmatory ex which took place at
Bramcote in October 09. The EEHQ, the deployable element of
JTFHQ is designed to be at FOC within 6 hrs of arriving ‘in
theatre’. Its complement of signallers work dir ectly to the JTFHQ
staff in their provision of ICS and close sp functionality and the
JTFHQ staff will be self sufficient whilst operating in this r ole
relying on the EEHQ Tp to provide close sp for up to 10 days.

The Early Ently Headquarters of JTFHQ complete with en-suite
single man Real Life Support tentage
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SPORT

ROYAL SIGNALS SPOR T PARACHUTING ASSOCIA TION

Signals Velox high above Netheravon

ARMED FORCES PARACHUTE CHAMPIONSHIPS ( AFPC) 2009
- by SSgt(YofS) | Shaw

Whilst most of you who wer e fortunate enough not to be on ops
were probably taking a well deserved summer leave, members of
the Royal Signals Sport Parachuting Association (RSSPA) were
battling for victory at the AFPC 2009 in the skies above Airfield
Camp, Netheravon. The event took place between 22 — 28
August and as the highlight of the for ces parachuting calendar,
attracted teams from most cap badges of the Army along with
RAF, RN and RM and several civilian teams. Following
registration on the first day, the scene really was set for an
exciting week of aerial expertise.

The RSSPA fielded a number of teams at this year's event, hoping
to build on their successes fr om the previous year. A rookie and
senior (AAA) team were entered into Formation Skydiving (FS).
This discipline requires teams of 4 people and a cameraman to
exit an aircraft at approximately 11,000 feet and build a set series
of linked formations, as many times as possible in a judged
working time of 35 secs. This is filmed by the cameraman person
and the footage passed on to the judges for scoring. The r ookie
team, Signals Cito, consisting of Lt B Woollan, SSgt J Gray, Cpl
A Clarke and Sig P Kimpton , were optimistic but also r ealistic in
their ambitions in their first year competing and hoped to place
well amongst the 20 plus teams that had enter ed this category.
On the other hand, the Senior (AAA) team, Signals \elox,
consisting of Maj S Bristow , Capt M Speed , Lt K Mason and
SSgt(YofS) | Shaw, had it all to do as they were defending their
AFPC Senior title from the previous year. As you can imagine,
competition at this the most senior level, is very fier ce and
although between them they have accumulated in excess of 5000
descents, nothing was taken for granted.

Aside from the FS, teams were also entered into 2 Way Canopy
Formation (CF); a discipline where 2 people deliberately fly their
parachutes into one another as quickly as possible in or der to
score points once they are linked, 2 way Free Flying (FF) and
single Free Style; a discipline where the participants fly in an
unconventional manner i.e. in stand up positions or head first
positions, and also in Accuracy which, as the name suggests,
sees participants trying to be the most accurate when landing
their canopy. The aim of Accuracy is to try to hit dead centr e of 2
cm diameter target, not easily done when exiting the aircraft from
over 3500 feet away!
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The remaining team manning was as follows:

2 Way CF: Capt M Speed

SSgt J Gray

SSgt(YofS) Shaw (camera)
2 Way FF: SSgt J Gray

Cpl A Clarke

Capt M Speed (camera)
Free Fly: Sig P Kimpton
Accuracy: Maj S Bristow (Snr)

Lt B Woollan (JInr)
Capt M Speed (Snr)
Cpl A Clarke (Jnr)
SSgt J Gray (Snr)

Cpl Z Edwar ds (Jnr)
SSgt (YofS) Shaw (Snr)
Sig P Kimpton (Jnr)
Cpl S Stor ey (Snr)

Throughout the week, the teams made a number of parachute
descents despite several days where the weather prevented
jumping. This led to an exciting penultimate day wher e it was still
open as to who would win each of the events. All the Signals
teams put in outstanding performances thr oughout and showed
exemplary sportsmanship; both congratulating those other teams
who were doing well and offering helpful advice and
encouragement to those who wer e starting to struggle. Of note
through the week was Cpl Z Edwar ds who received a lot of
praise from other competitors at what was her first competition,
for her good natured banter and willingness to take on boar d any
and all advice given. The same was true for Sig P Kimpton ,
again a new competitor, who entered into what was a new
discipline for the RSSPA and immediately impressed not only
other competitors but all of the judges too.

Unfortunately, the final day of competition was also weather ed
out so the prize giving started of f as a low-key affair. Until that is
the results were announced. Yet again, Royal Signals skydiving
had made its mark upon the AFPC!

Formation Skydiving Senior (AAA) Gold
2 Way Canopy Formation Silver

Royal Signals
Royal Signals
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2 Way Free Flying Silver Royal Signals
Free Style Bronze Royal Signals
Overall Best Competitor(Senior) Capt Speed Royal Signals

Aside from this, the Army 4 way FS team (who are also National
Champions) took gold in their Intermediate (AA) category, another
result for the Corps as 50% of this team ar e Royal Signals, Capt
M Speed and Lt

K Mason . So,
overall, it was
another good
year for Royal
Signals
Skydiving in top
flight (excuse the
pun) competition.
All of the RSSPA
competitors can
feel rightly proud
of what they
have achieved
not only during
the week of the
AFPC but
throughout the
year. Only their
hard work,
dedication and
training put them
in the position to
achieve what
they did.

They cannot rest
on their laurels
though as the

season is not too far away. As ever, they always encourage new
faces to come along, novice or sky god, to help incr ease the haul
of silverware next time. Anyone interested should contact:
SignalsParachuteTeam@armymail.mod.uk

for details of all upcoming RSSPA events, including overseas
adventure training expeditions aimed at complete novices and
progression events aimed at slightly more experienced
parachutists.

new competition The RSSPA Team

Capt Speed and SSgt Gray — canopy formation

INTER CORPS CARPS CHAMPIONSHIPS

INTER CORPS CARP CHAMPIONSHIPS 9 — 11 SEPTEMBER
2009 - by Cpl Chris Burley

This year’s event was always going to be a difficult test as we
were ready to push ourselves to the absolute limit to secur e the
top position. The 6 man team was split into pairs to compete
against the 24 pairs that entered the championships bit it would
be the team’s collective weight scor ed together which established
which Corps would be cr owned champions.

The venue was the world famous Horseshoe Lake in
Gloucestershire, where the carp are of an incredible standard.
Martin For d, editor of Carp World magazine, kindly came to the
social event on the evening before the competition and gave an
inspiring talk on his history of carp fishing. Full of confidence we
were pulled 2nd out of the bag in the peg draw and | had no
hesitation in calling out peg 5 as the lake had been split into 3
sections with pegs 1 - 8 in each section and peg 5 in all sections
seemed to have excellent potential. The fishing was dif ficult and
most of the lake bed was thick with weed but once we had
established where the fish were feeding, we slowly started to pick
them up.

The Royal Signals were sponsored by The Bait Kitchen again this
year and we have to say a massive thank you to Mark for
providing us with the Maple & Lobster boillies that all of our fish
came to the net on.

| felt a bit sorry for Cpl ‘Ads’ T oner who made the trek of over a
km to Sgt ‘Deano’ Gibson’ s and my swim at 0200hrs to pick up
some of the going bait and glug to help maximize Cpl ‘Ben’
Carter and his chances of getting a bite fr om the furthest swim
away from the car park. It was around 0100hrs on the final night
when Deano and | had a double run from Summer Bay. My rod
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went screaming off like a rocket and Deano’s alarm started to
indicate. Of course we thought that my fish had kited right and up
his line but when my fish went solid in the weed his line was
being stripped from his reel. Once in the net it was obvious that
Deano had bagged a 30 pounder, which turned out to be the
biggest fish of the event at 30Ib 100z. Sgt ‘Rocky’ Rockett was
soon on the scene taking photos and when Cpl ‘Evo’ Evans
heard the news of a double captur e he shouted “Get in!” in a
sleepy state.

Sgt Gibson and Cpl Burley with their massive catch of heavily
plated mirror carp

The Royal Signals came 2nd in the competition and Sgt Gibson
and Cpl Chris Burley also bagged 2nd place out of all competing
pairs. Well done to the Infantry who fished excellently and came
1st.
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Tel: 01258 482081

Lt Col (Retd) Carl Conlon

Patr on: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals
Chairman: Brig NF W ood
Welfare Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2089
Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089
Email: welfare@oyalsignals.mod.uk

Association Office

RHQ Royal Signals

Blandford Camp

Blandford Forum

Dorset

DT11 8RH
www.royalsignlalsassociation.co.uk

Membership Secretary

Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090

Tel (civ) 01258 482090

Email: rsa@npyalsignals.mod.uk

General Secr etary and T reasur er: Lt Col (Retd) CP Conlon
Assistant General Secr etary: Maj (Retd) IN Gr eig
Welfar e Secr etary: Mrs L Sizeland
Membership Secr etary: Mr PJ Cuckow

THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIA TION

Mr Peter Cuckow

Maj(Retd) lan Greig
Tel: 01258 482082

Tel: 01258 482090

On behalf of us all here in Assn HQ, may | wish all RSA members
and their families a Happy Christmas and a safe, healthy New
Year. Thank you to everyone who has played their part in
supporting the RSA throughout 2009. A special mention to all
branch committee members for their contributions to their
respective branches. To all those present and former Corps
members reading this who have not bother ed to join the RSA —
shame on you.

LCpl John Brignal 1956-58

Sgt Neil Blair 1982-94

Sgt Daz Smith 1997-10 HQ SOInC(A)
Sig Clive Meekham 1974-85

Cpl Ron Jackson 1957-63

Cpl David Livingstone 1971-77

Sgt Davendar Meseck 1982-97

LCpl Richar d Mirfin 1986-93 Sheffield Branch

SSgt Andr ew Thwaites

1986-00

Sheffield Branch

Branch news . Richard Davis has succeeded Eddie Pickup as Sig William Hulse 1953-55 Sale Branch
Hon Chairman Bath Branch. Any former Corps member living in Sig Brian Br ockbank 1954-56
the ‘BA’ postcode ar ea who would like details of the branch’s Cpl David Price 1960-76
activities, should contact Richard on 01255-859255. Further to Sig Mark Copley 1974-85
the Manchester Branch report in the October Wire, Harry Sgt Rob Murray 1995-08
Ferguson is still Hon Secretary. Sgt Raymond Clark 1964-74
Cpl Lee Crossland 1990-97
RSA Website . For members’ interest, the number of visits (hits) SSgt Dean Thompson 1991-09
to the various RSA web pages during October 09 wer e as LCpl Paul Pani 1984-94
follows: Last Post page — 1884, Lost Contacts — 1215, Photo Sgt John Gould 1998-08
gallery 6 — 704 and Events/Notices — 547. SSgt John Hoyle 1986-09
Cpl David Ship 1967-79
Corps Memorial . Several members had reported the poor LCpl Julian Rideout 1983-90
condition of the Corps Memorial at the National Memorial Sgt Mick Scheidecker 1995-09
Arboretum (NMA) at Alrewas, Staffs. | am pleased to report that Cpl Joe Bensusan 1957-63
the offending missing/loose mortar has now been r eplaced. The SSgt Simon Billiar d 1995-date
NMA inform us that the ruts in the gr ound surrounding the SSgt Sean Meadows 1985-02
Memorial will be repaired very soon, following recent building Sig Graham Parkinson 1986-95
work. Our gratitude is due to Mrs Vee Moor e, Hon Secretary of LCpl Simon King 2003-09
our South Staffs Branch, for acting on our behalf in arranging the Maj Kelvin Kent 1960-76
repairs. Following enquiries from several members asking why Sig Chris Bousfield 2000-04
our Corps flag is not flown ther e, | can confirm that unfortunately, Sig Michael J W ood 1961-70
it is the NMA's policy not to allow any mor e Corps/Regtl flags to Sig Stephen Byr om 1984-89
be erected. LCpl Doug Hart 1965-71
Sig Keith Collins 1959-64 Air Fmn Sigs Assn
Annual General Meeting . The RSA AGM will be held in the Cpl Hugh Nicklin 1961-70
Victory Services Club, London on Satur day 27 March 2010. All Sig Trevor Keane 1981-89
members of the RSA are eligible and welcome to attend the Pte Mary Keeton(Stevens) 1958-60 Chesterfield Branch
meeting which starts at 1030hrs. Any points for the agenda Sgt Matt Jobson 1996-08
should be with Assn HQ by 1 March 2010. Cpl lan Harrison 1978-92
LCpl Barry Moor e 1984-98
New Life Members . We welcome the following Life Members Cpl Mark Burridge 1978-88
enrolled since the last issue of The Wire:- Cpl Glyn Mer edith 1963-73
Cpl John A Harris 1942-46
Rank/name Service Branch/Unit Sgt Geof f Doig 1942-46
Sig Ray Padget 1959-64
Sig Terry Campbell 1961-70 LCpl Keith Mear es 1977-84
Sig D Hampson 1975-80 Sig Sid Humphries 1952-64
SSgt Chris Mossman 1985-09 Liverpool Branch LCpl Terry Brand 1956-58
Cpl Len Humphries 1946-52 Sig Cyril Sherbour ne 1943-47
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Sig Keith Deeley 1960-63
Cpl David W elch 1975-89
LCpl Len Bibby 1981-92 Preston & Blackburn
Cpl Colin Br edin 1976-90
Sig Alexander Dodding 1940-45
Sgt Jim Hollingsworth 1981-94
LCpl Edmund Hodges 1954-56
Sig lan Sanderson 2002-04
Sig Clif f Tomlinson 1949-54
WO2 lan Taft 1979-03
SSgt Martin Keegan 1979-94
SSgt Tony Rosen 1986-10
SSgt Martin Davies 1976-95

DONATIONS

ECJ Holmes £10.00
IR Marshal £160.00
S Clout £20.00
R Waldron £20.00
Mrs DC Pickar d in memory of

Brig Paddy Evans CBE £20.00
Cornwall Branch RSA £1200.00
Reading Branch RSA £31.00
Winchester Branch RSA £300.00
19 Sig Regt Assn

in memory of founder member George Br ew £50.00
Maj (Retd) RH Blizar d £350.00
The North Irish Horse Regt Assn £50.00
Mr C Har ding £25.26

Peter Blunt in memory of Brig Paddy Evans £20.00
Chesterfield Branch in memory of

Dennis Cr oot and Bernard Spencer £50.00
Poole Branch in memory of their President,

Brig Paddy Evans CBE £100.00
Mrs Grace Law in memory of

Len “Tubby” Gasson £20.00
Certa Cito Lodge £10.00

West Wales Branch

in memory of founding member Elgan Davies £50.00
Essex Yeomanry Assn £30.00
Tony Reynolds in memory of SSgt Kevin

Froggett , killed 16 Sep 89, N Ireland (correction) £20.00

We made the most of this summer. We had an excellent day in
Basingstoke where competition in the bowling alley was followed
by a visit to the Milestones Museum with its fascinating V ictorian
exhibits and industrial history, then lunch in the restaurant. Later
in July we met for lunch at our usual country pub wher e the répas
was as good as ever. Mary Pagan , our secretary, had organised
this for us with her usual diligence and efficiency.

Later in July our annual visit to the Army School of Music, Kneller
Hall included our customary picnic on the gr een before the
performance. The concert was most enjoyable and the rain,
which had been fairly constant during the day, held off until the
fireworks were over and then at the last minute tippled down as
we were making for our cars.

For the rehearsal of the Sovereign’s Parade at the RMA
Sandhurst in August, we were joined by members of other
branches, including Reading, West London, Southampton and
Winchester. That our Corps Band was on duty and performed
with excellence throughout the parade greatly contributed to our
enjoyment of the occasion.

In September Neville L yons organised a most successful visit to
the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden. On arrival we were taken
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into the Auditorium wher e the orchestra were rehearsing. We
were able to have access to some rehearsal rooms and were
privileged to watch ballet dancers practising their movements.
The hat and jewellery department proved of great interest.
Everyone agreed it had been a most enjoyable day.

Chairman
Hon Sec

Ray Woolley
Jean Woolley

A Branch Meeting was held on Tuesday 25 August at The Victory
Club, Cheltenham and was attended by 16 Full and Associate
Members. There were 9 Apologies.

Our Chairman, Ray Woolley, after welcoming those present gave
full update of relevant information received from RHQ since the
last Meeting. This was followed by a financial r eport from our
Hon Treasurer, Mike W alker, who told Members that we now
have a healthy bank balance; an improvement on last financial
year mainly due to Associate Members paying a small annual
fee. A copy of the accounts was available for those pr esent.

Our Hon Sec Jean Woolley reported that Branch Membership
stood at 23 Life Members and 13 Associate Members. She read
out a condensed summary of the Association AGM held in
London at the end of Mar ch. This included the appointment of
the new Area Representative, Lt Col (Rtd) J Ross ; the Branch
has been in contact with him. The full version of the AGM was
on hand fot those present to look at. A number of e mails were
also available for members to read

Jean then bought the Members attention to the lack of support
for some of our important events; r eminding us that 12 seats had
been reserved last year for the Remembrance Memorial Service
at Cheltenham Town hall on Remembrance Day but only 7 of
those seats had been taken. All those wishing to attend this year
were asked to put their put their names forward as soon as
possible. It is hoped that our Branch will not be let down.

The Blandford Reunion next year will be the 3rd weekend in June
and at a Committee Meeting held prior to this Branch Meeting, it
was suggested that a questionnaire be put to members
suggesting that subject to suf ficient numbers and cost, a coach
trip be arranged for the Saturday of the Reunion Weekend. This
would be followed up by fixing a payment date, on the
understanding that other than for genuine sickness, there would
be no refund for failing to attend. This would eliminate any
potential financial loss. The Meeting closed followed by some
nibbles and a raffle

The Branch Annual Dinner was held at the Victory Club on Friday
11 September as arranged by our Chairman. Twenty seven
attended and enjoyed an excellent meal in good company. The
table decorations were made by our Hon Sec and other ladies
put together a raffle of assorted items. A very splendid evening
was enjoyed by all.

President Cyril Cooke
Chairman Ron Botham
Secretary Ray Jeffery

DARLINGTON TOWN CRIER - by Cyril Cooke

It has been a little while since you had any news from our Branch,
so | thought you might like news about a member some of you
will have known in the Service, ex-WO2 Peter Stemmer . Pete
left the Corps in 1991 and settled with his wife Marilyn , here in
Darlington. He is now running his own Post Office and General
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Store with her. One day a customer at the Post Office said:
“There’s a job right up your street in the paper”. Curious, Pete
looked in the paper and found that the job was for a T own Crier.
He made enquiries about it and went into a competition wher e he
was successful. He now knows that he made the right decision

in taking up the voluntary post her e in Darlington a year ago. He
is enjoying it immensely and informs us that he is having good
fun in and around Darlington and travelling around the country to
competitions accompanied by Marilyn , both wearing period
costume, Edwardian or Victorian. Pete’s costume was made
locally and earned him Best Dressed prize at a competition in Hull
earlier this year. Pete is now deadly serious about the Criers’
game and appears in the Town Centre regularly. He also hires
himself out promoting businesses, opening shops and as a
Toastmaster. He says that his experience as an ex Sgt Maj
helped, as he knows how to corr ectly project his cries from the
stomach and not the thr oat — no doubt the Guards Drill Course at
Pirbright helped. He also writes his own Cries.

In August, Darlington staged its first Town Crier Competition
during a Summer Market and 8 Criers, including 2 Ladies
paraded in Full

Costume to do 2 Cries,
the first about their
own Town and the
second about the Host
Town, Darlington.

Pete hopes he can
organise and run this
event every year in the
future, even though he
cannot participate in
his home town event;
his aim being to attract
the British
Championship to
Darlington. The overall
winner was from
Biddulph, the Best
Home Cry from
Chester-le-Street, the
Best Darlington Cry
from Skipton and the
Best Dressed from
Gainsborough. The
other competitors wer e
from Market Deeping,
Scarborough, Halifax

and Alnwick.
Peter Stemmer, the Darlington Town
Crier, with his wife Marilyn, both in period
costume

Pete is also a first
class organiser of our
Branch Social Events,
Formal and Informal Dinners and other functions. A real gem to
the Committee, we appr eciate his enthusiasm and ability. Our
Branch has prospered because of it.

OYEZ! OYEZ!OYEZ!

Trevor Allison
John Ballantyne

Chairman
Secretary

When our year is planned, the September meeting is penned in
as President’s Day and until the month before, no one knows
what'’s in store. This year was a trip to Dover Castle where 29
members first had lunch and then went to the T ower, which has
been restored as it was, when built by Henry 1. A group of actors
re-enacted the workings of the King’ s Court with some audience
participation. It was a very enjoyable day.

On 25 September, the President, Maj Gen John Badcock
Chairman, Mr Trevor Allison and Standard Bearer, Mr Brian
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Calladine attended the service of thanksgiving for the life of Maj
Gen Archie Birtwistle at York Minster. The East Kent Branch
Standard was among the many standards there.

The October meeting saw 55 members returning once again to
the Grangemoor Hotel in Maidstone to hear a lively and refreshing
talk and presentation by Julia Baker on Saga’s Cruises and
Holidays. This was followed by lunch and r ounded off with a very
successful raffle organized by John and Marion Ballantyne .

Chairman
Hon Sec

Mr J Reilly
Capt | Wolfe

NI Branch - Group photograph 16 September 2009
Front row: Billy Dickson, Jim Reilly (Chairman) and Bobby Kelly.
Middle row: Maj (Retd) D Gilpin TD, George Busby (speaker),
Carole Cameron, Sammy McMillan (behind Carole), Bobby Beck,
Lt Col (Retd) Jim Brown TD (behind B Beck), Sammy Allen, Pete
Loder
Back row: John Lucas, Glenn Greer (behind speaker), Ray
Cairns; Edgar McCall, Jackie Donaldson (behind Jim Brown) and
Bill Nicholl

First the sad news. We have to report the death of former WO2
Brian Chambers on 17 September 2009 during a heart

operation. The good news is that one of our oldest members, Mr
Norman Atkins BEM has just reached the ripe old age of 90. We
wish Norman many more good years and attendances at Branch
meetings.

The “not-so-good” news is that our Branch Pr esident, Maj (Retd)
Noel Johnston has not been well for some time and actually
missed the last Branch meeting; Noel has our best wishes for a
recovery soon. Many other Branch Members, who have been
very ill in the past, have managed to make appearances at recent
meetings. Vice Chairman, Jackie Donaldson is attending
regularly again after a stroke early this year. Former Welfare
member, Edgar McCall , who was actually revived twice in
hospital in 2007, is now making positive contributions at monthly
meetings. Another former Welfare member, John McAr eavey
who has had long term leg problems often turns up at meetings
with a walking stick. A relatively new member, Bobby Kelly is on
a crutch after tripping over a feather, alleges Jim Weir who, when
there is no football on, entertains speakers and members alike on
maximum volume to good effect. Maj (Retd) Adrian Scott TD
has been living in Spain for years and deserves a mention.
Unfortunately Adrian’s wife Margar et is confined to bed making
life quite difficult for them both. We send them our best wishes.

The attendance at our September Branch Meeting was very good
and we were fortunate to have Mr George Busby give us a

stimulating talk about the Gilnahirk Wir eless Station. If you don’t
know where Gilnahirk is, you are not alone; this ‘spy station’ was
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Top Secret until fairly recently and has just been demolished so
you won't find it now, even if you try!

Further to his presentation, Mr Busby , a member of Friends of
the Somme gave us notice of several lectures to be held at the
Somme Heritage Centre in Co. Down. Branch members were
anxious to obtain tickets to attend one entitled “Colditz” on 5
October and 2 more on 24 November called “Irish POW’s” and
“Evasion”.

Following the death of Capt (Retd) Ronnie McClatchey in June,
the vacated position of W elfare Member has now been filled by
Mrs Car ole Camer on. Carole has more hats than a milliner, if
you remember them! Somehow Carole manages to fit in all the
jobs including Deputy Branch Secr etary and finder of speakers
for monthly meetings.

Speaking of which, we look forwar d to October and speaker Mr
Derek Nash whose subject is “The Battle of Passchendaele”

We issue an invitation to all serving or ex-members of Royal
Signals, regular or TA and ex-members of ATS/WRAC who served
with Royal Signals, to join us at Clonaver Park TAC, Belfast, on
the third Wednesday of each month.

Mr Barrie W alker
Lt Col (Retd) Bob Peake BEM

Chairman
Secretary

It is with deep regret that we report the death of our President,
Brig ‘Paddy’ Evans CBE . Paddy was a hands-on Chairman who
never missed a meeting until May this year, when he became ill
with the cancer which claimed his life on 22 September. He bore
his illness with great dignity and died peacefully at home, with his
family around him, aged 81.

Paddy and his wife Pat purchased their home in Broadstone in
1964 and one of the first things he did upon r etiring from the
Army in 1983 was to join the Poole Branch. He telephoned
Jimmy Logan, who founded the branch in 1978, and said: “My
name is Paddy Evans ; | would like to become a member”. Jimmy
questioned his eligibility and was astonished to find he was
talking to the man who had been Deputy SOInC just a month
before!

Jimmy’ s trepidation at having such a senior officer in a small,
friendly, casually run branch where he and his wife Eve did all the
jobs, was quickly dispelled. Paddy was completely unassuming.
He was ‘Paddy’ to everyone but was treated with genuine
respect by all members and Pat, his charming wife, accompanied
him to the monthly meetings. He was asked to take on the r ole
of Chairman, with Eve and Jimmy remaining as Secretary and
Treasurer. This latter appointment was taken on by Pat a couple
of years later, and Paddy became our first President in 1998
when Jimmy stood down fr om office and Bob Peake became
Chairman. Pat remained as treasurer until May this year having
completed over 20 years in office.

Paddy was instrumental in getting the Branch accepted into the
Royal British Legion Club in Broadstone, where our monthly
meetings have been held since the mid eighties. He was a very
familiar and popular figure there and they requested that he ‘take
the salute’ on the Remembrance Day Sunday march past; a duty
he undertook for the next two decades. Paddy and Pat attended
all our meetings, social events and coach trips and carried out
their official duties in an exemplary manner — always with a
willingness to please and a ready smile.

His funeral, followed by cremation was attended by large
congregations and took place on 1 October . Twelve members of
the Branch formed a guard of honour both for the entry and exit
from church. The standards of the Royal British Legion and
Dorset Branch RSA were paraded at the Crematorium service
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and Tim Stankus played the Last Post. We left, as Paddy
wished, to Tim’s rendering of ‘When the Saints go Marching In’
and then went back to the Royal British Legion for r efreshments,
a drink or two, and a toast to a very special man! Paddy’s
military career and life history features in the obituary column in
this Wire and we too offer our deepest condolences to Pat and
family.

Pat is an associate member of our Branch so we will still have
the pleasure of her company each month. Following her
retirement from the Treasurer’s appointment in May, she was put
forward for the RSA Associate Life Membership award and this
was duly approved by the Central Committee. Lt Col (Retd) Carl
Conlon, the Regimental Secretary, and his wife Jan attended our
November meeting and he presented Pat with her very richly
deserved award. It was probably Carl’s last visit to a branch
before his impending retirement and we wish him and Jan all the
very best for the future.

Sadly, Don Mollison’ s wife, Jean, died on 24 August after a long
illness bravely borne. Despite her frailty, she rarely missed a
meeting and loved quiz nights. Many branch members wer e
among the congregation at a crowded Poole Crematorium on 2
September to pay respect to a truly lovely lady. Again we offer
deepest condolences to Don and family.

Despite this very sad report, the Branch goes from strength to
strength and we have had a successful bingo session, an
excellent skittles evening and autumn Sunday lunch attended by
over 50 at the Elstead Hotel. We had a large turn-out for the RBL
Broadstone Remembrance Day Parade and a Corps poppy
wreath was laid at the Cenotaph.

Finally Lt Col (Retd) Peter Gahan MBE has become our new
President. Peter has been a popular member for several years
and we wish him well his new role.

Mrs Pauline T ennant
Lt Col (Retd) Hugh Nealon

Chairman
Secretary

On 2 October, Reading Branch held its 39th Annual Reunion
Dinner at Sonning Golf Club. The Dinner was well attended by
Branch members, guests and friends from neighbouring
branches, who enjoyed an excellent meal and good company in
comfortable surroundings. Decorations in the room included 5
Branch Standards and a display of silverware, won over the years
by our Standard Bearer, John Mumfor d. Our chief guest was
Brig Nigel W ood. We had hoped also to entertain his wife
Wendy but sadly she was indisposed and was unable to join us.
After the meal, the Loyal and Corps toasts wer e proposed by our
Branch President, Brig Tony Verey. In response to the toast to
our Guests and Visitors, Brig Wood kindly gave us an informative
briefing on the current state of the Corps. His news with r egard
to the TA element will have disappointed many of those pr esent.

There is sad news with which to end this r eport, as we have to
mention the death of Col Martin Pickar d. His funeral took place
on 13 October and was well attended by his family and many
friends, including representatives from the Branch. The Branch
Standard was dipped in salute at the Service. Our thoughts ar e
with his widow Ann and their family at this sad time.

Rod Ashman
Peter Howells

Chairman
Secretary

On 17 September, the Swindon branch travelled north to
uncharted parts, i.e., north of Watford, to the National Arboretum
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to lay a wreath on the Corps Memorial. The general opinion was
very impressive.

The party visiting the National Memorial Arboretum with Rod
Ashman holding the wreath and Ron Howells wearing his beret

When | was a standard bearer, | went to the official opening and it
rained all day. Where we paraded there was a great big puddle
right in front of us — it was more like a flaming

great lake! Anyway we stood with our standar ds and it kept on
raining and the puddle was getting bigger and bigger; | just

hoped they issued diving equipment but the padr e saw the
trouble we were going to be in so he cut the service short. We
made a hasty retreat to the bar, that brandy was the best | have
ever had.

Chairman
Secretary

Maj (Retd) Dusty Miller
Ed Murphy

The Branch continues to progress on an even keel with its active
membership, although our Wire notes correspondent Jane
Knight has recently been shaken by a car crash. Nevertheless,
she managed to make the Royal Hospital Parade, well done
Jane.

Several Branch members are ex 31 Sig Regt and are saddened
by the demise of the senior TA Sig Regt (who thought that one
through?). But of course 31 are not alone, unfortunately.

Once again the Branch organised the Royal Signals church
service at the Royal Hospital Chelsea, for the Governor’s parade.
The parade was inspected by Maj Gen Peter Currie CBE
assisted by the executive officer Lt Col Rupert Lucas . The
parade Sgt Maj was WO1(RQMS) John Rochester . The Royal
Signals Association members were led by Maj (Retd) Dusty
Miller . The service was conducted by the Royal Hospital
Chaplain the Rev RH ‘Dick’ Whittington MBE . The lesson was
read by his Honour Jonathan V an Der Werff. Our standard
bearer was Norman Pear ce who was a credit to the Corps with
his very smart turnout and drill. Also in attendance wer e
members of Bedford and East London Branches. There were 20
very smart marches on parade and later everyone, including
wives, enjoyed an excellent curry lunch. We were particularly
pleased to meet up with our Honorary member “in pensioner”
Stevie Griffin, who trapped some of us in the Mess and for ced
us to have drinks! A recent addition to the Royal Hospital was
ex ATS/WRAC Sgt Chrissie Mills , a couple of trained killers
exchanging details about make-up etc.

We welcome back our secretary and his wife Di after their
holiday on safari in Kenya, their problem now is where to park
the elephant at our Branch meetings? It is now heads down,
heading towards Christmas and our Christmas draw. The ladies
section is getting together to plan the food, but first we will
practise with a fish and chip supper at our October meeting.
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If there are any ex Royal Signals near our Branch, please pop in
to say hello. we meet once a month on the last Friday of each
month at the Royal British Legion Club, Richmond, Surr ey (close
to the station). You will be sure of a warm welcome. May we
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

EXERCISE: OPERATION Il MARKET GARDEN “GB65BTF”
BRIDGE TOO FAR ‘RAY’ AND “RASCGB2ADU” AIR
DESPATCH UNITS 1st TO 28th SEPTEMBER 2009

Following earlier ops in June and July from other locations, these
call signs were operated again from the established Station of the
Barry Amateur Radio Society, located at Sully, a small village
between Cardiff and the coastal towns of Penarth and Barry in
South Wales, at varying periods when the station was available.
As a supplement to the 2 previous ops, very many thanks go to
the Committee and a small team of members who operated these
calls during social periods from 1st to the 28th September 2009
onl, 7,8, 10,13, 17, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27 and 28 of the month.

Op MARKET GARDENwas launched on Sunday afternoon 17
September 1944 by the Airbor ne Divs of the Allied Forces of 21st
Army Group to captur e bridges over the rivers Maas and Waal
and also the lower Rhine at Arnhem. This was to prepare the way
for a swift armoured thrust into the North German Plain. British
ops stalled at Arnhem and ended in disaster as those of us of a
certain age group who were on the ground at that time saw and
remember only too well. These stations were commemorating all
those who were lost 65 years ago with civilians and enemy forces
alike in that op during some 8 days of fier ce and continuous
fighting. In the end, the area was bypassed and absorbed in
what was known as the second battle of Ar nhem a short while
later.

Over the period of our operations, many stations called in fr om
world wide locations, ‘pile ups’ wer e normal though the operators
spent little more time with callers than just the “Hello — Good by”,
contest style, with details and the r eason for using these special
call signs that perhaps some of the younger generation, it
appears were not conversant with the history of Op MARKET
GARDEN.

For the first 6 periods GB65BTF was in use and then we
transferred to GB2ADU with as a finale a short few afternoon
hours with GB65BTF that included a few FM contacts in the VHF
log on 2m, though no reply was heard or received on the simplex
part of the band other than on the r epeater frequency when 10
stations were worked and shown in the log.

To sum up, in the limited time periods of operations, some 700
contacts were made and entered in the logs. To date, all the QSL
cards have been sent via the bureau in addition to those received
direct. Any further cards received will be sent as they arrive.
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At this juncture many thanks to all those stations who wer e heard,
called, and made a valid QSO with the SWLs who sent reports
etc. with apologies to all those stations who did not make a
contact for many and various reasons. Very many thanks also to
the Barry Amateur Radio Society and those members who made
up the team operating the station on Tuesday evenings activity
periods and other times during the day for a few hours.

The team were:

Dennis K Egan GWA4XKE  Member
Glyn O Jones GWOANA Hon Secretary

Philip M King MWODHF  Shack Manager

Ken J Eaton GWI1FKY  Satellite & Scientific Officer
Dean Willis 2WOXTP  Member

Paul David GWOJTY Member

Kelly Gemmel MW6KEL  ATC Visitor

President Brig RH Maxfield
Chairman Lt Col PF Sowar d
Secretary Mr JW Hor ne

Members of 19 Sig Regt Association met in reunion at their
established venue, the Warwick Hilton, over the weekend 11/13
September. The main party arrived on Friday afternoon and after
dinner, viewed the ‘beta’ version of the DVD showing Corps
memorials at the National Memorial Arboretum and the DVD of
the dedication of the Corps Memorial.

An early start on Saturday morning and a coach to Tardebigge
Wharf where they boarded the good ship Dream Catcher for a 3%
hr cruise to Alvechurch and back. After the initial shock, those
who chose to travel on the for edeck got used to the water
dripping on them from the tunnel roofs! While the skipper regaled
us with tales of the days of the working narr owboats, we admired
the scenery, wildlife and canalside activities.

Then back to the coach and a trip to Hatton Shopping V illage
where most members made their way to the r estaurant for a late
lunch while a hardy group continued to nearby Hatton Locks, a
flight of 21 locks rising 144 ft and known by the narr owboat men
as the ‘Stairway to Heaven'. The locks had been widened to take
2 narrowboats side by side and we wer e fortunate to see a pair of
boats working their way up the flight. On r eturning to the hotel
we met up with the rear party and Pete Butcher who had taken a
chance and arrived unannounced hoping that he would be

the silent arrival of a fire engine, closely followed by an
ambulance and support vehicle. Maureen Sowar d, intending to
retire early to bed, discovered the reason and reported back that
8 people were stuck in the lift and the doors had to be for ced
open with a pneumatic ram. Two of them, no names, were our
members!

At the committee meeting the following mor ning, it was reported
that the weekend had been judged to be a gr eat success by
members. Dinner was attended by 54 members, their wives and
guests, the largest number for some years. It was agreed that we
will plan to meet at the Warwick Hilton again next year; that we
will visit Blenheim Palace on Saturday 4 September and the
National Memorial Arboretum on Sunday morning to dedicate a
tree to 19 Air Fmn Sig Regt in the Far East Air Force plot, where
we have been offered a well established but un-dedicated tr ee. It
was also agreed that we should continue the practice which
started last year of buying presents for the children of members
of 21 Sig Regt who would be serving overseas at Christmas.

Chairman
Secretary

Mr Mick T eague
Mr Tony Hull

Over the weekend of 25/26 September, the Beverley Ex-Boys
Association held their Annual Reunion at the Staverton Park Hotel
near Daventry. There were 60 members attending on the Friday
evening and during dinner, a film was shown of our member,
Mike Snowling , receiving his MBE at Buckingham Palace from
HRH Prince Charles . A DVD was also shown of the unveiling of
the ‘Jimmy’ by HRH The Princess Royal at the Arboretum, as
many of our members had not been able to travel the long
distance to Alrewas. More members arrived on Saturday and that
evening there were 82 people sitting down to the Reunion Dinner.
Mike Stanger , Chairman of the Scarborough Branch, led a
minute’s silence in memory of those members who had passed
away during the year, which was followed by a grace. After the
Toasts, our new President, Lt Col Alan Davies , gave a speech
during which he welcomed Mrs Beryl Norris , widow of Reg
Norris, and her daughter, Debbie Bohanna and also our new
member, Arthur Kerr and his wife, Lexie, who were attending for
the first time. Ken Rennie had also travelled all the way from
Australia to be with us. Raffle tickets were sold by Mary Wardle
and Adelaide Hur el and the sum of £363 was raised for the
funds. On Sunday, Dick and Adelaide Hur el celebrated their
Golden Wedding Anniversary at the Lensbury Club and Tony and
Beryl Hull were honoured to be invited as guests. We wish them
many more happy years together.

able to join us. With such helpful hotel staf f that was no
problem!

Brig Max Maxfield welcomed all those present, mentioning
particularly Bob and Kath Foskett who had joined the
Association only a few weeks before, George Owen who 70
years previously to the day, had arrived in France as a
member for the BEF, Mrs Rose Harvey , widow of staunch
member Ray Harvey and Ray and Pat Cank who were
again accompanied by their son, Carl, daughter Kelly and
their spouses. Mrs Ther ese Price , widow of Glyn Price
who had died earlier in the year, had made a generous
donation to Association funds with the suggestion that it
could pay for the port for the toasts. This was
acknowledged and a toast to ‘Absent Friends’ was drunk.

In a break with tradition, John Hor ne assumed the role of
‘Mr Vice'.

Pat Sowar d thanked the hotel staff for their attentive and
efficient service and committee members for their

contributions to the Association. He kept the AGM short
and sweet and soon members had returned to the bar for
postprandial drinks. Our conversations wer e interrupted by
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Ron Elliott, Ken Rennie, Bob Woods, Charlie Derrick,

Marian and Joe Jackson, Eileen and David Pegrum dine on the Saturday

evening
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Dick and Adelaide Hurel

The 16th Reunion of the Malta/Libya/Egypt Association took
place on the 4/5/6 September at the Bar celé Hotel Daventry. On
Friday, there was the usual ‘meet and greet’ as members arrived
andat 1800hrs everyone assembled for pre-dinner drinks.
Following the dinner, members participated in games of ‘horse
races’.

After breakfast on Saturday 5th, the AGM took place. Derrick
Whiting had researched the Royal Signals history and gave every
member a précis of his most inter esting findings. Thirty three
members had given their apologies for various reasons and
unfortunately, 2 were due to deaths of immediate family
members. Condolences were sent to them and their families.
Sadly, the Association lost 2 members during the year, Dennis
Croot who had been a member for 14 years and Peter Taylor,
our sympathy goes to their families. In addition, donations wer e
sent in their memory to the Royal Signals Benevolent Fund. We
gained 10 new members during the year, a job well done by Val
Longstaf f and Joe Gibson .

Once again we assembled in the evening for pre-dinner drinks
and following an excellent dinner, we danced and sang along with
Jimmy Graham and his band, a welcome return. During the
evening there was a Grand Draw with excellent prizes, generously
donated by the members. The evening finished with everyone on
the dance floor singing ‘We’ll Meet Again’ and rousing choruses
of ‘Land of Hope and Glory’.

On Sunday, the majority bade their farewells, looking forward to
meeting again next year. Our grateful thanks once again to Pat
and Roy Andr ews for their hard work in organising these

reunions and for what some remarked was the best reunion yet.

If anyone would like to join our friendly group and has served in
Malta, Libya or Egypt, you would be very welcome. Please
contact Roy Andr ews by phone on: 01377 201237 or Email on
signals.roypatandrews@yahoo.co.uk or Val Longstaf f on
val_longstaff@hotmail.co.uk or John Hyde by phone on 01202
741209 or visit the web site at www.melf.bravehost.com

LAST POST

Name and Rank Served Years Died

Cpl TF Carney 1948/71 01/09/2009
WQO2 BJJ Chambers 1964/78 17/09/2009
Sig TJC Chapman 1939/46 18/09/2009
Brig PJ Evans CBE 1947/86 22/09/2009
Col GGL Hinde OBE 1934/63 03/06/2009
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Sgt RO Howes 1941/46 07/08/2009
Cpl AJ Kershaw 1963/78 06/10/2009
Lt Col MJ McKinlay 1972/00 08/11/2008
Capt JB McSherry 1964/98 22/09/2009
WO2 EW Osborne 1942/67 24/10/2009
Brig OJ Peck OBE 1941/75 12/09/2009
Col MJ Pickar d 1955/88 27/09/2009
Sgt CE Ryder ?2?22°?/?? 27/10/2009
SSgt AM Rutherfor d 1958/82 01/09/2009
Sig PF Tomlinson 1940/46 05/09/2009
Sig EJ Vincent 1937/46 24/10/2009
Sig DCC W ard 1942/46 08/09/2009
Sgt DJ Wheatley 1965/91 16/09/2009
Sgt P Whitham 1952/64 11/09/2009

OBITUARIES

Chambers — WO2 Brian Chambers died 17 Sept 2009.

Brian James Jackson Chambers  was born in Belfast in 1930.
He joined the Army Cadet Force at Belfast Royal Academical
Institution where he came under the instruction of Lt RN
Johnston , now President of the NI Branch RSA, who was acting
OC of the School Army Cadet Force. Brian later transferred into
the Army Cadet Force (RUR) at \ictoria Barracks. In 1963 he
joined 66 Sig Regt (TA) in Clonaver Park Camp. Here he again
met his old school cadet of ficer who by then had attained the
rank of Capt. Capt Johnston claimed Brian for his Sqn where
he was trained as a Radio Operator. Having passed his B3 Radio
trade rating, he went on to train as a Driver and on attaining his
B3 Driver trade, he was promoted to the rank of LCpl.

In April 1967 Brian Chambers remained in the Regt when 66 Sig
Regt changed to 40 (U) Sig Regt (V). Brian was soon promoted
Cpl and appointed MT NCO. He later became MT Sgt, then
SQMS and finally WO2 becoming SSM 66 Sqgn. Brian was a
recipient of the TA Efficiency Medal.

Brian became one of the longest serving members of the NI
Branch of the RSA, attending even when his health had seriously
deteriorated.

Brian died in hospital on 17 Sept 2009 during an operation to
install a pacemaker. A service was held at Roselawn
Crematorium, Belfast where there was a large family presence.
Many Branch Members attended and the Chairman of the
Branch, Jim Reilly , provided our formal condolences to Brian
and his family as the Branch Standard Bearer.

Brian, a widower, will be greatly missed by his remaining family
and also the many friends he made during his time in the TA and
RSA.

GASSON — SSgt Len (Tubby) Gasson died 11 April 2009.

Len “Tubby” Gasson was one of the original 56 Div “White
Helmets” motor cycle display team who performed at the Royal
Tournament in 1937. Len was born in Hastings but spent his
early childhood in Southfields and his first employment was in a
solicitor’s office in London until the outbr eak of WW2.

In 1930 he bought his first motor cycle and in 1936 joined the 56
Div (Sigs) as a Dispatch Rider — in those days you had to supply
your own bike. In time they formed a display team and in 1937
the team performed at the Royal Tournament at Olympia — the
regular team being pre-occupied with training for the war . The
outbreak of war saw Len already in France and then he was
fortunate to leave on a destroyer after the debacle of Dunkirk.
After ‘survivor’s leave’ at home, he rejoined the Regt in Scotland
and was sent to North Africa to take on Rommel’ s Africa Corps.
Due to his engineering qualification Len was posted to a base
workshop in Tel EI Kabir in Egypt.
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In 1987 he performed again with the display team at the Royal
Tournament on the 50th anniversary of the Team'’s first
appearance before HM the Queen. There was a repeat
performance the following day at the r equest of HM the Queen
Mother, who had been present at their 1937 performance. The
Team were presented to her after their performance. They
appeared again in 1997 and subsequently appeared in the
Guinness Book of Records as the oldest display team and
appeared on Roy Castle’ s “Record Breakers” which led to
starring role in a Cadbury’s advertisement for Wispa. Len’s first
wife Mary died in 1980. He leaves his second wife, Carol and
son Roy, by his first marriage. The OCA made a donation to
Mission Aviation Fellowship (“Flying for Life”) in Len’s memory.

EVANS - Brig Patrick Joseph (Paddy) Evans CBE ADC
died 22 September 2009.

Patrick Evans was born in Kent on 16 March
1928 and after a grammar school education
joined the Army in the Queen’s Royal ’
Regiment in 1946. Following training /
with 150 OCTU he was granted a /
Regular Commission in the Royal /
Signals in 1947. After Parachute

training he was posted to Palestine.

A bad eye injury caused his return to

the Depot Regt in Pocklington but

once fit again he saw service with 20 |
then 14 Fd Regt RA , the latter in

Korea, where he was Mentioned in /
Dispatches. Following promotion to /
Capt, he was attached to the Australian /
Forces in Kure, Japan. He returned to /
UK and married Pat in 1953; this happy 4
marriage was blessed with 3 sons. ~_

His next posting was as Adjt to 56 (City of London) Sig Regt TA
and then on to Catterick as Adjt to the OTW of the School of
Signals. He attended the Staff College, Camberley in 1958 and
then became GSO2 (DS/Ops) to HQ 1 Div Salisbury Plain District.
In 1960 he was seconded to Singapor e Military Forces to
command their Sig Sqn and when the confr ontation with
Indonesia began, he became Comd of 4 Federal Inf Bde Sig Sgn.
He was appointed MBE for his services to the Singapor e
Government in 1963.

Back in UK he served in the MOD for 2 years as GSO2 in Signals
36, followed by a year as 2IC of 4 Div HQ & Sig Regt in Herford.
On promotion to Lt Col in 1968 he became the first CO of 34 (N)
Sig Regt (V) welding together 50 (Northumbrian) and 49 (West
Riding) Sig Regts and the Royal Signals Reserve Army Band. A
tour as GSO1 CD/OR Wing at the School of Signals at Blandford
followed and on promotion to Colonel in 1973 he went back to
Signals 36 — this time as Col GS. In 1976 he attended the Senior
Officers War College at Greenwich and was then posted as the
Senior Army Representative to the Defence Operational Analysis
Establishment at West Byfleet.

Promoted to Brig in 1979 he returned to the MOD as BGS
(Signals) and was appointed ADC to HM The Queen. In 1980, his
SOInC, Maj Gen Chris Bate died in office, and Paddy acted as
SOiInC for 3 months until the arrival of Maj Gen Ar chie

Birtwistle . In 1982 his appointment changed to Deputy SOInC
and he was upgraded to CBE. During his service he boxed for
the Army Officers and also played rugby. He retired in March
1983 returning to the family home in Broadstone, Dorset.

For the next 10 years he was Director of the British Ceramic Plant
& Machinery Manufacturers’ Association and also Director of
Interceramex, a bi-annual exhibition of ceramic machinery and
supplies. Pat was the Assistant Director and together they
travelled extensively in the USA, Europe and Asia taking Trade
Missions overseas.

Paddy also retained his Army and Corps links as a member of
the Control Board of the Army Benevolent Fund, Vice Chairman
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of the Royal Signals Association, Chairing the monthly RSA
welfare meetings in Blandford and was one of the ‘Founding
Board of Trustee’s’ of the newly developing Royal Signals
Museum. He was Chairman of the RSA Poole Branch for over 20
years, and rarely missed a monthly meeting or social event.

He was also Chairman of the Finance Committee of St Anthony’s
RC Church in Broadstone. Everyone respected him; he always
had a smile, a twinkle in the eye and with his quiet kind way he
was a joy to be with and few knew of his outstanding talent at
painting, sketching and tapestry .

Paddy died, at home, on 22 September and his funeral took
place at St Anthony’s on 1 October followed by cr emation. The
church was packed and among the mour ners were several senior
officers including Maj Gens Chris Last , lan Sprackling and Alan
Yeoman and Brigs Cedric Burton and Keith Olds and also
members from both RHQ and the Royal Signals Museum staff.

Pat was a tower of strength to Paddy in over 56 years of
marriage and gave him great comfort and support in his short but
savage battle with cancer, which he bore with great dignity. Our
sympathy goes to Pat; sons Simon, Adrian and Patrick all of
whom pursue careers in the Theatre — writing, directing, stage
management and administration, and to daughter -in-laws Krassie
and Bettany and grandchildren Sandy, Sorrel, May and Danny.

LOST
COMMUNICA TIONS

Dear Sir

In conducting research on clandestine ops in the Far East in
World War 2, Col David Miller has come across the name of a
Sgt Keith , who was the radio operator for Op MINERVA, a 5-man
landing on the island of Sumatra in December 1942.

All that is known is his rank, name and that he was the radio
operator but itis presumed that he was Royal Signals. The 3
officers in the party are recorded as having died on 20 December
1942, but there is no record anywhere of Sgt Keith’ s fate and his
name is not on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission roll.

There were 2 radio operators, known to be Royal Signals,
presumably in the same unit, who took part in a parallel landing in
the Andaman Islands (Op BALDHEAD) in January 1943. These
were: Sgt F Allen and Sgt AR Dickens , both definitely Royal
Signals. If the unit to which these 2 sgts belonged could be
identified then it should be possible to trace Sgt Keith .

So, is there anyone who can help with any information at all on
any of these three men?

Please contact Col Miller through The Wire Editor at
thewire@oyalsignals.mod.uk.

From: Kevin Tremain (saintkev@blueyonderco.uk)
30 Middlefield Road
Plymouth
PL6 6TG
01752 205693

Dear Sir

| am seeking any information on the former SSgt(YofS) Gary
Grove who served at 3 Cdo Bde HQ & Sig Sgn RM in Plymouth
in the early 80s. Gary was best man at our wedding. | lost touch
with him after he left 55 Sig Sqgn (V) in Liverpool on posting to
SHAPE. Anyone who can help is asked to contact me.

Yours...
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From: Brian Br ockbank
205 Coxtie Green Road,
Brentwood,
Essex. CM14 5 RP
Tel: 01277 373227

Dear Sir,

I am trying to find Sig Peter Bar dell who served his National
Service with me and Ken Lloyd in 1955 — 1956 with A Tp, 6th
Armd Div in Bunde. | remember that Pete came from the
Edgware area of London.

Any information on his whereabouts will be very much
appreciated.

Yours...

From: Joe Gibson (joeandrena@hotmail.com)
Tel: 01290 428527

Dear Sir

| am seeking information about 245 Sig Sqn. | am an ex-SSgt
who served as a Tg Op from 1959 — 1962 in the Sgn and | have
quite a few photos from those who served with me but do not
have copies of the Sqn’s annual or change of command photos
or articles about events etc.

| am still interested in building up a bigger history of the Sgn and
would particularly appr eciate contact from anyone who served in
the Sgn in the periods 1951 — 1953 when it was a Tp and later in
1963 — 1967 when it closed but contact with anyone who served
in 245 Sig Sqn would be welcome.

Yours...

REUNIONS & MISCELLANEOUS
STORIES

254 OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION REUNION

This year the Reunion of 254 ex-boys seemed to me to the
happiest and friendliest of all I've attended. Ther e were a total of
92 members and partners who arrived over the 4 day weekend.
Forty one arrived on the Thursday followed by a further 48 on
Friday and the final 3 coming on the Saturday. This completed
the happy band of surviving Royal Signals ex-boys who joined
between the years 1942 and 1948 when the boys training finally
transferred to the Apprentice College Harrogate.

Included in the total attending wer e Malcolm and Gloria Peplow
from America, Brian Stockwell from Australia and Tony and Evi
Taylor from Germany. Dennis Bar nden who hadn’t been seen
for over 60 years joined us at the reunion with his wife Maureen.
Welcome Dennis and may you long continue to attend the
Reunions.

The Thursday evening and the Friday are the times when the
stories of long ago are told and re-told and the world is generally
put to rights for another year. This leaves Saturday clear for the
outing and formal festivities. Sixty seven members and their
partners travelled in the 2 coaches to Melton Mowbray to the
2009 Midlands Food Festival, where they were treated to an
excellent display of world cuisine together with the cooking
apparatus necessary in the making of these dishes.

One incident of note was the selection of Dennis W oodwar d
from the audience of 500 to assist the demonstrator on stage.
Dennis was required to bend over while the demonstrator

pointed and patted the best parts for the pie — including the loins,
legs and shoulder. Dennis complied with bar ely a grunt! The
next incident was when the coaches wer e due leave on the return
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journey. The occupants of the second coach declar ed Brian
Fisher and Mavis to be missing. Ten mins later the situation was
the same, whereupon Pip Clarke took on the task of persuading
the baking demonstrator to use the P A system and put a call for
Brian. Pip gave the man the impression that Brian was a small
boy whose mum was very worried about him. The
announcement failed to produce Brian and it was finally one of
the coach members who checked on a snoozing couple on the
coach, to find the missing persons. Once back at the hotel it was
time to prepare for the evenings formal proceedings. Prior to
dinner, a champagne reception was held where every lady
received a wonderful orchid buttonhole. Our president George
Severs, proposed the toast to the 254 OBA Association and
dinner was then served. The food was the best ever produced for
us at the dinner and it matched equally the splendid far e of the
preceding Thursday and Friday.

David Aber crombie read out the list of names added during the
year to our Roll of Honour. They were Don Hazel , Jess Weir,
Clive Thompson , John Grigsby , Terry Moynan , Gordon
Nicholas , Philip Nickolas , Tony Watling , Gordon Gibbs , Bert
Irons, Alan Crabtr ee, Eric Emmett and two ladies, Mavis
Ramsay and Caryl Baker . David then proposed the toast to
Absent Comrades. Here it should be noted that Bill Ramsay has
been accepted as a Chelsea Pensioner and takes his place in the
Royal Hospital on 19 October.

A collection taken and given to the waiters/waitr esses as a
gratuity amounted to £270. It was then that John Hewson made
an appeal for sponsorship for his friend, who was about to run in
aid of the ‘Help for Heroes’ Fund. At that late hour he was given
£264 in sponsorship monies for the lady who only expected, at
best, about £50 from all sources for her run.

Toby Seymour , our chairman expressed his intense pride in
being a 254 ex-boy soldier. Sentiments shared by all his bonding
peers at the occasion. He made a special mention of those ex-
boys who passed away in the early years shortly after leaving
boys service — particularly Buck Bear ne and Warren Smith ,
who were both tragically killed during the Kor ean war in 1950/51.

So ended the formal evening and it was soon Sunday mor ning
when ex-boys Old, Older and Very Old said their goodbyes and
departed to various locations at home and abr oad until 2010 and
the next Reunion.

249 SIGNAL SQUADRON (FARELF) REUNION

It was 50 years in the making, 12 years in the planning and 1
night in the execution. 249 Sig Sgn (FARELF) was formed in
Singapore in 1959 and operated throughout the Far East until its
disbandment in November 1971. The ‘Happy Squadr on’ as it was
fondly known became a legend in its lifetime and was for varying
periods, home to some 1,200 members of the Corps. It was
present at the birth of moder n day Malaysia, Singapore and
Brunei and saw active service in Borneo and mainland Malaya
and in its day maintained an esprit de corps that was second to
none. It rightly deserved its reputation as being probably the
finest Fd Sqgn the Corps had ever produced.

It was therefore fitting that 50 years on, some 70 members of the
Sgn and their wives should mark the occasion by coming
together, not only to reminisce but to remember all those who
unfortunately are no longer with us or were unable to make the
trip. The event was the organisational brainchild of Graham Jolly
and his wife Lynn and the guest of honour was the once HF Tp
Comd, Sgn Comd and now a r etired Brig, Keith Olds . The main
event was a dinner on the evening of Saturday 15 August at
which “Chair” for the evening was taken by Graham Jolly . In his
address to those present, Graham related how a chance contact
with Yvonne Dunbar , widow of the late Maj Allen (T aff) Dunbar ,
led to the establishment of the 249 Sig Sqn (FARELF) web site,
which in turn led to over 300 members getting back in contact.

They say “great oaks from little acor ns grow” and this was never
truer when applied to the 249 family who, despite being spr ead
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throughout the globe, manage to remain in touch with regular
updates and activity in the virtual world that is the inter net. It was
via this medium that the next and final phase in this plan was
born leading to the 50 year reunion. It is always difficult to
quantify what makes a successful unit but in his addr ess Graham
put it as: “Right guys, Right time and Right place” and who can
argue with such sentiments?

In his reply Brig Keith recalled his close association with the Sgn
over the years both as a Tp Comd and Sqn Comd and how it had
been his privilege and joy to both serve and be part of the ‘Happy
Squadron’. In trying to identify the uniqueness that was 249.

Brig Keith highlighted the daily pace of life in those far of f days
and how much seemed to be crammed into the working day . He
remarked how the Sqn always took the opportunity to not only
work hard but to play hard and even now when looking back he
was still amazed at the intensity of it. In the final toast of the
evening, Brig Keith and all those present raised their glasses to
absent friends and fond memories.

The formal proceedings of the evening were rounded off by well
deserved presentations to Graham and Lynn Jolly for all their
hard work and efforts to bring about what everyone agr eed was
an outstanding success well in the traditions of the ‘Happy
Squadron’.

A commemorative booklet has been produced and is available to
download from the 249 web site: 249signalsquadron.co.uk

Lynn and Graham Jolly, the event organizers, receive a token of
appreciation

Jack , who is a member of the Exmouth Branch of the RSA, made
the nostalgic trip to Catterick with his wife Elizabeth after
previously retracing his wartime steps in Ireland, France, and Italy.
Jack and Elizabeth were met on the evening of 2 September
2009 by the Branch Chairman, Jim Phillips and the Branch
Social Secretary Elaine Edwar ds, who showed them some old
maps of Catterick. The following day they managed to find some
of the old sites that Jack remembered including Mons Lines and
Gandale Camp. Jack remembers practising flag waving at
Gandale Camp and also there being the nearest thing to a mutiny
there when the Reserve Drivers were mobilised, and there were
no Lorries for them to drive.

The photograph below was taken next to V imy Barracks at
1115hrs on the morning of 3 September 2009, 15 mins after war
was declared 70 years ago, and while Jack was still at Catterick.
Jack was presented with a DVD of the History of the Royal Corps
of Signals as a memento of his visit.

Branch Chairman Jim Phillips, Elizabeth Mount, Jack Mount and
Branch Social Secretary Elaine Edwards

For those of you who have not been to Catterick r ecently, there
have been a considerable number of changes. Gaza Barracks is
under reconstruction and the Catterick Branch of the RSA, which
currently meets every month in the Pinhill Sgts Mess, are hoping
to move back soon to the Garrison Sgts Mess in Gaza.

Apart from the construction work in many of the barracks, ther e
has been much improvement in the shopping facilities. The
garrison now has a large complex in Camp Centre that includes a
Tesco, Boots, Poundstr etcher, Peacocks, Greggs and
McDonalds. The Old Post Office at the Camp Centre
Roundabout has been knocked down and Aldi now have a
supermarket on the site. Similarly, the Walkerville was
demolished and Lidl now have premises there.

The latest development, also in Camp Centre, is the construction
of a new Leisure Centre comprising 3 swimming pools, a six
court sports hall, fithess suite and aer obics studio, community
library and regional rehabilitation unit for the military .

For those soldiers who served in Catterick befor e the Royal
Signals training units moved down to Blandfor d they will see
much change if they visit now.

Maj (Retd) Brian Young and Maj (Retd) Alan Chapman pose again
some 35 years on

CATTERICK REVISITED — A WARTIME MEMOR Y

The Catterick Branch of the Royal Signals Association (RSA) was
pleased to welcome back a former r ecruit after some 70 years.
Jack Mount enlisted in Royal Signals on 30 August 1939, and
trained at Catterick as DR, Driver, and W/T Operator, and was
there when war was declared on 3 September 1939.
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ROYAL SIGNALS GREAT BIKE RIDE CHALLENGE
5 - 27 JUNE 2010

The SOInC(A) plans to ride fom John O’Groats to Land’s End
between 5 and 27 June 2010, ending in a presentation ceremony
on St Michael's Mount on the 26 June 2010, to coincide with
Armed Forces Day. His initial thoughts were that it would be a
novel way to say goodbye to the Corps given the r estrictions on
the T&S budget; he would cycle the length of the country staying
overnight with units or in drill halls, fir e stations and community
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centres. He soon realised that this was an ideal opportunity to
generate welfare income as well as an opportunity to put the
Corps on the front page of local and possibly national
newspapers. He understands how busy the Corps is at pr esent
but he would like to invite units and HQ staf f to join him in this
venture. There is no obligation and in fact those on ops and
warned for ops would not be expected to do so but could if they
wished, as long as ops remained unaffected.

The intent is to split the event into about 20 legs. Teams could
be entered to either participate in the whole event or complete
one or more legs. The notion is that each unit would be able to
enter teams of 5 and that the staff from HQ or other organisations
could enter teams of 2. If these teams comprised the command
team, then so much the better, but there is no obligation. The
admin support for unit and or ganisation teams would have to be
provided by their parent organisation.

Lt Col Guy Richar ds, CO of the Blandford Garrison Support Unit,
is co-ordinating the event having already ridden the course with
Col Charles T urner earlier this year. This is a large undertaking
and will require a great deal of co-ordination and co-operation
from all those participating in the event. You are, therefore,
requested to submit a ‘signal of intent’ at this stage indicating
your desire to participate in the event, giving the r ough number of
participants in each leg i.e. up to 5 or up to 2; the number of legs
in which you wish to participate, bearing in mind that the details
will be sent out in a later administrative instruction including: the
route, legs, overnight stops, training and equipment advice along
with the normal safety considerations.

Furthermore, the SOINC(A) would be delighted to see members of
the Retired Corps participate; however, they cannot be
incorporated into the cor e group and will need to provide their
own admin support. Nevertheless, those wishing to take part in
the whole event, or those wishing to ride one or two of the legs,
are encouraged to contact Guy. So, to conclude, Guy requires to
know rough numbers as quickly as possible and would ther efore
appreciate a quick return preferably by e-mail
(DCCIS.BGSU.CO@rss.armymod.uk) by 20 November 09, but
you could also send him a letter or give him a phone call on
01258 482551 or 94371 2551. As itis likely that you will receive
this edition of The Wire after that date, and you want to take part
then contact Guy as soon as possible.

SOInC(A) intends to generate income by going to
industry/commer ce as a whole, particularly those involved in
defence, and ask them to contribute in whichever way they feel
able. To enable this, Guy needs your help in identifying the right
person to whom to write. So if you or a member of your team
knows a person that may be suitable and could be appr oached,
be they a CEO or the owner of the local bicycle shop, please
forward this information to Guy. Letters can then be written to
them and Guy's team will co-or dinate the responses. Needless
to say there may be occasions where it may be better for you to
make contact dir ectly and you are encouraged to do so; however,
please let Guy know to whom you have written so that he can
have some overall control. Also, if teams wish to use this event
to generate their own sponsorship they ar e at liberty to do so. At
the final ceremony on Armed Forces Day the SOINC(A) intends to
present cheques to the key charities, ‘Help for Her oes’, the Royal
Signals Benevolent Fund and SSAFA.

NEWS FROM SOiInC(A) RECRUITING AND LIAISON ST AFF
- by Maj J Mayne

September saw the release of a new recruiting DVD for the
Corps. The DVD fills a gap in the recruiting organisation by
ensuring that potential recruits are given a true impression of the
Corps, with the aim of attracting better quality soldiers. It will
also ensure that recruiters from other Arms have a more accurate
impression of the Royal Signals, enabling them to give the Corps
the recognition it deserves. LCpl Jack from 216 Sig Sqn, LCpl
Bilsby from 21 Sig Regt, LCpl Cromar from 10 Sig Regt, LCpl
Farrin from 14 Sig Regt, LCpl White from 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt
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and Sig Leigh from 22 Sig Regt were the stars of the DVD,
representing each of the trades.

The DVD focussed on examining trade training, unit roles and the
wider opportunities available in the Corps. 7 Sig Regt and 19 Lt
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn also provided footage of their r ecent tours of
Afghanistan giving potential recruits a view of life on ops through
several operational video diaries. There is also an officer chapter,
an abbreviated Corps History, initial training and information on
recent deployments. All the footage is gr ounded in a formula that
aims to see the Royal Signals as an organisation where
specialised training in moder n technology, leads to application of
acquired knowledge, in action on ops.

Compared to the last 2 years, the Royal Signals is well recruited
this year and this is a reflection of the continued support r eceived
from units in terms of equipment, manpower , satisfied soldiers
and volunteers for PD18 recruiting posts. This continued support
is highly appreciated and essential in ensuring that we get the
right quality of soldiers into the Corps. For any other details
regarding the DVD or recruiting posts individuals should contact
SORLS.

ADVERTISEMENTS

46 (CITY OF DERBY) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)
DISBANDMENT
31st MARCH 2010

This Sqgn will disband on 31st March 2010. Over the years,
many items have been presented and donated to the Officers
Mess, the Warrant Officers & Sergeants Mess and the Junior

Ranks Club.

Anyone who has made presentations or given donations to the
Sqgn is invited to reclaim these items before the Disbandment
date. Items that remain unclaimed will be donated to the
appropriate Corps Mess.

Please contact the Acting PSAO, Capt Car olyn Ryan-Gilbank ,
with your details.

Telephone: 01332 348531 262444 or email: 38sr-46-
psao@mod.uk
or write to: PSAO, 46 Sig Sgn (V), Kingsway TA Centre,
Windmill Hill Lane, Derby DE22 3FJ

93 (EAST LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS) DISBANDMENT
31st MARCH 2010

This Sqgn will disband on 31st March 2010. Over the last 40
years, many items have been presented and donated to the
Officers Mess, the Warrant Officers & Sergeants Mess and the
Junior Ranks Club.

Anyone who has made presentations or given donations to the
Sqn over the last 40 years is invited to reclaim these items
before the Disbandment date. Iltems that remain unclaimed will
be donated to the appr opriate Corps Mess.

Please contact the PSAO, Capt Dale Ikin , with your details:
Telephone: 01254 262444 or email: 38sr-93-psaoc@mod.uk

or write to: PSAQ, 93 Sig Sqn (V), The Barracks, Canterbury
Street, Blackburn, Lancs BB2 2HS
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35 (SOUTH MIDLANDS) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)

This unit will disband on 31 March 2010. Any Officer who
would like to reclaim presentation items presented to the
Officers Mess should contact the pr operty member on 02476
854913.

THE ARMY APPRENTICE NATIONAL MEMORIAL NA TIONAL
APPEAL FOR FUNDS

Calling all ex-boys who wer e graduates of the Army
Apprentice Schools located at Harr  ogate, Chepstow
Carlisle and Aborfield.

A steering committee has been formed to raise funds, design
and build a National Memorial, dedicated to all those boys who
passed through the system in the last 70 years.

The Memorial is to be located at the National Memorial
Arboretum, Alrewas, Staffordshire.

Contributions should be sent to: Maj Mike J Davis MBE
Rosebank, New Buildings, Sandford,
Crediton, Devon. EX17 4PR

Cheques should be made payable to: AOBA, Account No 2.

36th (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT
The Last Hurrah - a final far ewell to the
Regiment

An all ranks evening function will be held
for all past and serving members and their
partners on Sat 06 Mar 2010 at the TA
Centre, Coldhams Lane, Cambridge.

Further details can be obtained from the Adjutant or ROSO on
01223 27 5803/ 01223 27 5793. E mail: 36SR-ADJT@mod.uk/
36SR-ROSO@mod.uk If you have made a presentation to the
mess and wish to reclaim it please also use the above contact.

VALE

Lt Col (Retd) Carl Conlon , Regimental Secretary and General
Secretary of the RSA made one of his last appearances in
November, prior to his retirement, when he visited Poole RSA.
While there he presented Pat Evans, ex Treasurer of the Branch
with the RSA Associate Life Membership Award. We wish Carl
and Jan all the very best for the future.
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WIRE EDITOR/HEAD OF PUBLICA TIONS
Post Vacant 8 April 2010

Lt Col (Retd) Alan W allace is planning to retire on or
before 7 April 2010.
The post is permanent and although remuneration is
negotiable as an employee of the Corps,
it would be roughly equivalent to the Civil Service rate
for a C2 (MSF).

The post entails supervising and editing The Wire, the
List of Retired Officers, and the Retired Officers’
Newsletter, and such other Corps publications
as may from time to time be required, on time within
budget and in line with the aims, quality and house-style
required of each.

Maintain an up to date database of CVs for of ficers in
the rank of Col and above.

Applications for this appointment should r each RHQ
Royal Signals by 29 January 2010. Interviews will take
place at Blandford in February 2010.

Those interested should contact the SO1 Comms &
Heritage, lan Seraph (01258 485837) in the first
instance. A full job description is available on r equest.
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