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CORPS WEEK 17 – 21 MAY 2010

In order to make better use of defence r esources
and re-structure the range of major Corps events

held annually at Blandford Camp, the decision
was taken in late 2009 to institute a Corps W eek.

The intent is that Corps Week should grow to
become the major event in the Corps calendar for
both the serving and retired Corps to be held at

the ‘Home of The Corps’.

This year’s events will take place in the week 17 –
21 May and are a mixture of the wide range of

operational, sporting and social activities normally held in the first half of the year .  The
addition is a new all ranks and families ‘Party in the Park’ concert following the completion

of the Morrison Cup. The planned events are:

Instructions and joining pr oformas will be issued by individual event or ganisers. 
A centralised accommodation management service will be established.

Date Event Timings Location

17 May 10
People Line of Development Meeting

(PLOD)
0900hrs – 1600hrs

Rutherford Conference   
Rooms

17 May 10 WO1s RD Conference 0900hrs – 1630hrs HQ WOs & Sgts Mess

17 May 10 WO1s RD Dinner 1930hrs – 0100hrs HQ WOs & Sgts Mess

17/18 May 10

Communications and Information Services  
(CIS)  Professionals Seminar Theme: 
‘The  Campaign and our Intelligence

Business’

0830hrs – 1800 hrs PMH/Cinema (tbc)

17 May 10 CIS Professionals Curry Supper 1930hrs – 0100hrs HQ WOs & Sgts Mess

18/19 May 10
SOinC(A)’s Conference

Theme: ‘How we are responding to the   
challenge of current operations?’

18th 0900hrs – 1700hrs
19th 0900hrs – 1400hrs

PMH/Cinema (tbc)

18/19 May 10 Morrison Cup 0900hrs – 1700hrs   Athletics Track

18 May 10 Corps Guest Night 1930hrs - 0100hrs HQ Officers Mess

19 May 10 Party in the Park 1800hrs - 2230hrs Sports Ground

20 May 10 TA Committee Meeting 0930hrs - 1230hrs
Rutherford 1 and 2  
Conference Rooms

21 May 10
Manpower Distribution Document (MDD)  

Meeting
0930hrs - 1230hrs

Rutherford Conference  
Room
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The   W ir e

EDITORIAL
As most of you will be awar e, I am taking off my Editor’s hat at
the end of March and handing The Wire over to Keith Pritchar d
who will take up the r eins and be your Editor for the June edition.  
Looking back on the 4 years and 3 months I have spent in this
chair, I am extremely glad I ‘rejoined’ the Corps to do the job.  I
have taken great pride in reading so many articles from
individuals and units about success on operations, on exer cise,
on the sports field, on adventur e training and relaxing off duty.

It is one of the functions of The Wire to be “an informal history of
the Corps” and I r eceive requests from veterans and families
virtually every day trying to find articles in the Ar chive about
themselves or relatives; sometimes these requests go back mor e
than 50 years.  I am absolutely sure that in the future, the Editor
sitting here will be receiving similar requests about what you ar e
doing now.  The Wire will be a primary source for research into
the activities of our Corps in the 21st Century .  Fortunately, the
future Editor will have an on-line Wire to help him.

While preparing this last editorial, I looked thr ough the last couple
of editions and found that on average 70% of the material was
written by and cr edited to Cpls and below , 17% to WOs and
SNCOs and the remainder to Capts and below .  This confirms a
dictum of The Wire which is that it is “written for the Corps by the
Corps”; I am pleased that this is still true.  Long may it be so.   

I wish you all long lives and happiness, safe returns for those
away from home and continuing success in all you do.  Thank
you for an inspiring time.  

Editor

Lt Col (Retd) Alan Wallace
Tel: 01258 485249

Deputy Editor

Mrs Amy Petersen
Tel: 01258 485248

Welfare

Mrs Linda Sizeland
Tel: 01258 482089

Accounts / Subscriptions

Mrs Sharon Sterne
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Contributors
Deadline for The Wire : 15th February for publication in the April.

15th April for publication in the June.
15th June for publication in the August.
15th August for publication in the October .
15th October for publication in the December .
10th December for publication in the February .

To see The Wire on line or to refer to Guidelines for Contributors, go to : 
http://www .army .mod.uk/signals/heritage/1311.aspx
Subscribers
All enquiries regarding subscriptions and changes of addr ess of The Wire should be made to:
01258 482087 or 94371 2087 (mil) or CorpsAccounts@r oyalsignals.mod.uk . Remittances
should be made payable to Royal Signals Benevolent Fund

BACK COVER
LCpl Stell of 11 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (261)
reserving his personal transport in Helmand
Province.
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LAUNCH OF THE ARMY KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE 
- by Lt Col JA Dando AGC(ETS) – SO1 IMS, LWDG

The Land Warfare Centre is developing the Army Knowledge
Exchange (AKX), a virtual “one-stop shop” for Land envir onment
knowledge, to pr ovide better support to operations. The intention
of AKX is to put vital information into the hands of our
commanders and others who need it, when they need it,
wherever they may be in the world. 

Defence information management systems have been inadequate
in facilitating access to the most up-to-date doctrine and
operational information. The Defence Intranet is unresponsive and
the search mechanism is ineffective.  AKX is a solution to provide
easy access to Land environment knowledge – defined as
information that has been subject to pr ocess, assessment and
experience – and to meet the growing requirement for
collaborative working acr oss Defence including with our allies,
academia, science and technology and industry .

The Land Warfare Development Group is working with Army
Information Services in Blandford to develop a RESTRICTED
WWW internet site which will be accessible to all those with
ArmyNET log ons.  Due to security issues, accreditation of this
application will take some time so in the interim, a “next-best”
solution has been put in place, establishing AKX on 3 separate
platforms – UNCLASSIFIED, RESTRICTED and SECRET. 

At the heart of AKX is the virtual Knowledge Base, a
comprehensive library of Land environment documents, with a
user-friendly and intuitive search engine and an associated
Request For Information (RFI) service.  Collaborative working,
knowledge sharing and debate will be encouraged thr ough AKX
discussion forums moderated by Subject Matter Experts fr om
LWC and beyond. 

AKX also provides links to a compr ehensive range of reference
sources including academic bodies, the websites of our allies,
NGOs and the wider Defence community. It is truly the first place
to go in search of knowledge.

AKX is accessible from DII and trusts will shortly be in place to
enable AKX on the RESTRICTED and SECRET Land Interfaces to
be reached from Theatre and legacy systems such as ASH
FOREST and TAFMIS. This will make AKX the only LF knowledge
portal accessible to all. 

AKX(U) on the WWW is just one click away from the ArmyNET
home page.  Guest log ins, allowing limited access, can be
issued to non-Army members of Land For ces, and to sponsor ed
individuals working within the Defence ar ena; this enables
collaborative working via a range of discussion forums, including
Vital Ground for majors.

AKX(R) is signposted with a quick link from the Defence Intranet
Military, Army, LWC and LWDG home pages.  It features an
Afghan Hub to directly support Op HERRICK, linking to
documents and briefing information such as TTPs, OOPs, Op
Insights and TD.  It will become the essential reference point for
those preparing for or currently on operations. 

AKX is still being developed and will evolve over the coming
months. The uploading of documents into AKX is a laborious
process and will take some time to r each critical mass but the
effectiveness of its search mechanism will soon become
apparent.
AKX presents an opportunity for us to exploit the knowledge we
have diligently acquired. It is designed specifically to support
operations and will help us do our job better by communicating
more effectively and sharing knowledge acr oss LF.  Have a look
now!

INFORMA TION

ARMY KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE

Screenshot of AKX front page
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Name and Rank Unit to which posted

JANUAR Y 2010
Capt G Davies ………… 10 Sig Regt - 241 Sqn

FEBRUARY 2010
Capt S Gurung .............. 30 Sig Regt - 250 Sqn
Capt SJ Milne .............. HQ Land - G6 CBM 
Capt JMH Paulin ………... 2 Mercian

MARCH 2010
Capt P Ale .............. 30 Sig Regt
Capt SL Goldsmith ………… 39 Sig Regt (V)
Capt L Gurung .............. 30 Sig Regt - 250 Sqn
Capt T Gurung .............. 22 Sig Regt - 248 Sqn
Capt JC Long .............. 71 (Y) Sig Regt (V)
Capt AF Macdonald .............. 10 Sig Regt - 225 Sqn
Capt O Pun .............. 2 Sig Regt - 246 Sqn
Capt K Rai .............. HQ Bde, Nepal
Capt RM Thompson .............. 1 (RBY) Sig Sqn (SC) (V) 
Lt KJ Lea .............. 1 Mech Bde

APRIL 2010
Capt N Bhandari .............. 30 Sig Regt - HQ Sqn 
Capt SL Calland .............. JAG
Capt A Gurung .............. 2 Sig Regt - 246 Sqn
Capt IJ Kirk ………… HQ ISAF  
Capt JS McGaw .............. 38 Sig Regt (V) 
Capt AL Sargeant .............. HQ SOinC(A) RHQ 
Capt DP Sheerin .............. 4 Mech Bde - 204 Sqn 

MAY 2010
Capt M Easterbr ook .............. JSSU Digby - Ops
Capt G Gurung .............. 30 Sig Regt - 250 Sqn
Capt L Gurung .............. 22 Sig Regt - 248 Sqn 
Capt S Gurung .............. CSD, DCCIS
Capt LJ Mason .............. JEOD Staff
Capt J Porter .............. JSSU Digby - Ops
Capt H Pun .............. HQ Brunei Gar
Capt T Rai .............. CSD, DCCIS 

Name and Rank Unit to which posted

Capt M Robson .............. 14 Sig Regt (EW)
A/Capt AL Lewis ………… Brit Forces FI – CBFFI 

JUNE 2010
Maj RH Angove ............... Air Warfare Centre (AE)
Capt R Gorman ............... 10 Sig Regt - 233 Sqn
Capt TSJ Hodgkins ………… HQ 19 Lt Bde - 209 Sqn
Capt MR Neighbour ............... 30 Sig Regt -  HQ Sqn
Capt B Shr estha ............... 22 Sig Regt - 217 Sqn 

JULY 2010
Maj D Gurung ............... 30 Sig Regt
Capt DJ T urner ............... 16 Sig Regt

SEPTEMBER 2010
A/Lt Col JA Honeyman ............... Temp LSP Abu Dhabi

MOVEMENTS

2 ARMY TRAINING REGIMENT 
ATC PIRBRIGHT   

1 (FOWLER) SQUADRON ROYAL SIGNALS

OC Maj Gary Irwin
SSM WO2(SSM) Loddy Jones

It is always a privilege to be in command of the only Signals Sqn
here at ATC(P), but even more so  when we have a special guest
from the Corps.  For our Pass Out Parade on 5 February, we were
delighted when Col Steve V ickery kindly agreed to be the
Inspecting Officer.  With three Tps on parade and a further 750
spectators, the atmospher e was fantastic.  A gift of a framed
photo of the inspection was given to Col Vickery to
commemorate the day and we again extend our genuine thanks
to him for his time and enthusiasm in his r ole as Inspecting
Officer.

We would be delighted to hear fr om anyone who would be
prepared to attend as an Inspecting Of ficer for further parades.
Col Cole MBE will take the salute on 30 April 2010, but the
following dates are available:

25 Jun 10
10 Sep 10
5 Nov 10
4 Jan 11
15 Apr 11
Please contact Maj Gary Irwin at 
OC-1sqn-2atr@atcp.army.mod.uk

The Sqn would also like to say ‘hail’ to Capt Connelly as 2IC
Sqn, Sgt Ranson as Waters Tp Sgt and Cpl Noel AGC(SPS) as a

NEWS OF TRAINING

RETIREMENTS
Name and Rank Date

DECEMBER 2009
Lt ML Grande 15 Dec 09

FEBRUARY 2010
Capt PS Marshall 28 Feb 10

JULY 2010
Maj DTH Wilson 01 Jul 10

AUGUST 2010
Lt Col SJ May 31 Aug 10

SEPTEMBER 2010
Capt KJ Bermingham 27 Sep 10
Maj RM Jones 01 Sep 10
Maj NRD Shenow 22 Sep 10
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Sect Comd in Waters Tp.  The Sqn bids ‘farewell’ to Capt
Hodges who has moved over to the RLC Sqn befor e taking up
his Adjt posting in Cyprus and Cpl Lok Sunuwar QOGLR who
had an extremely successful tour here as Sect Comd as part of
Op SOLOMON.  Congratulations go to Cpl Steph Whyte (nee
Bogart ) on her recent marriage to Phil , and to Cpl and Mrs
Duncan-Kidd on the birth of their first baby!

Photo courtesy of Tempest Photography

SMITH TROOP ADVENTUROUS TRAINING – SENNYBRIDGE,
WALES - by SuT Draper

When we first arrived in Sennybridge, the sight of lots of navy
blue PTI tops made me very nervous.  The first impression was
that the accommodation seemed very well used, to put it politely .
With only 2 small radiators and a lot of snow on the gr ound, it
wasn’t an optimistic start to the week.  After parade we found out
that our team was going to be going canoeing as our first activity .
I was looking forward to that as I had pr evious experience of
canoeing. 

It was awesome to canoe down a partially fr ozen river, in an area
that was blanketed in snow .  Overall I enjoyed the whole
experience, and thought that it was a gr eat confidence building
exercise for everyone.  The best part for me was when SuT
Butler and I started rocking the boat messing ar ound, and failed
to notice the shallow rapids.  Next thing we knew , we had hit a
rock and flipped the canoe and us into the icy water .  We also got
to stop at a bur ger van for lunch which was a welcome surprise
and a great way to start the week. 

Our next activity was climbing.  I have climbed befor e so knew
what to expect.  I used to be scar ed of heights myself, and after I

first went abseiling I found that it r eally helped cure my vertigo, so
I imagined some of the others must have had similar experiences.
Climbing was made really good by the two awesome PTIs, who
made the activity challenging; both physically and mentally and
created a good atmospher e, which is exactly what I think this
week is all about.  Later on we had a Tp social for a tr eat, which
gave us all a chance to be more relaxed and see a different side
of the training staf f.  I felt it was an insight to what can hopefully
be expected from the rest of my time in the Army.

On Thursday we were due to start our 2 day expedition, but
because of the snow we wer e not allowed to camp out, which
was a shame. The first day of walking was idyllic, waist high
snow, rolling hills, beautiful sunny weather and great company.
From all the good memories that I will take away fr om my time at
Pirbright, that first day of walking was absolutely the best thing
ever.  I loved every minute of it and honestly cannot find wor ds to
describe how much of a perfect day that was for me.  The
second day’s walking didn’ t go quite as smoothly as I made a few
mistakes on the navigation, but I’m glad this taught me not to be
too confident and think about what I am doing.  Overall I think
that adventurous training was a brilliant confidence and
teambuilding week, and I enjoyed every single ice-cold minute of
it.

EXERCISE FINAL FLING – THE FINAL ATTACK 

4 SECTION, TOWNSEND TROOP

4 Sect were in a dense tree line waiting silently for H Hour, the
reality of the pending final attack yet to sunk in.  Our sect was
currently poised to be the r eserve and not in the thick of the
attack.  Suddenly, the cracks of the rifles began to sound as 2
Sect engaged an enemy depth position and laid down covering
fire for 3 Sect’s attack, which subsequently overran the enemy
depth.  Before we knew it, it was our tur n.

We began to advance to our line of departur e, so we could get
stuck into the fir e fight.  We sprinted to the position wher e we
would advance from.  When we arrived, Delta Fire Team were
dropped into a perfect position to lay down suppr essive fire on
the enemy depth position.  Charlie Fire Team proceeded to carry
out their attack under the contr ol of our Sect Comd. Cpl Snape .
As Delta began to lay down fire Charlie began to advance taking
the ground in short rapid bounds.  Delta Fir e Team successfully
kept the enemy suppressed firing at a rapid rate under the contr ol
of SuT McDermott , who used initiative and pr ofessionalism to
switch fire left, to ensure that Delta’s covering fire did not hit
Charlie Fire Team as they advanced.  Charlie had advanced to the
stage where they broke down into pairs.  SuT Lewis proceeded
to throw a grenade into the centre of the enemy position,
neutralizing the 2 enemy soldiers.  A quick assault followed, with

Townsend Troop battle pr eparation

Smith Troop go canoeing

Capt Lifton pr esents her Troop to Col Vickery
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a controlled automatic burst ensuring the enemy was destr oyed.   
“Regroup” was shouted thr ough the PRRs.  Delta sprang from
their position moving thr ough the proven ground to the enemy
position and cr eating all round defence with Charlie, so that the
critical checks such as casualties and ammunition could be
made.  SUTs Knaggs and McDermott searched the enemy
dead.  We were then contacted by another enemy position wher e
we laid suppressive fire to enable another Sect to advance and
destroy the position. Once that enemy depth position was
destroyed, “Reorg” was announced on the PRRs.  The Tp formed
up but to do this we had to cover our movement using the

tactical throwing of smoke gr enades to enable our Sect to move
unnoticed to form up again in all r ound defence.  Once this was
done 2IC, SuT Hart ensured that the necessary ammunition and
casualty checks were carried out. 

Sect Comds were then sent away for a hot debrief by the Sqn OC
and SSM, where 4 Sect were highly commended on their skills
and drills.  In particular, high praise going to the Sect 2IC for
making the ‘Reorg’ look so simple and easy.  And so ended our
final attack of Ex FINAL FLING.  Time for some sleep and rest
before the gruelling Fire Team Assessment in the morning.

NEWS FROM THE REGIMENTS

1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION 
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT

HERFORD

CO Lt Col F Hargr eaves OBE
RSM WO1(RSM) W Dunbar

HQ JFCIS(A)/JT NETCEN – JFCIS SQMS DEPT 
- by SSgt Gaz Welch

The final push of the tour is now taking place and we have had to
say farewell to both SSgt Liz Gearing and Cpl Tony Ward.  A
huge thank you goes to them both for the work that they have
put in to making this tour a success.  On the flip side, we have
welcomed in 2 new faces, Sgt Pete Ellis and Cfn ‘Baby G’
Gardner.  Having overcome some big challenges since our last
entry, the pace of ops has still not r elented, which sees time flying
by and everyone counting down the days until that flight back
home on 11 February.

As I said it has been absolutely hectic!  At the end of November
we saw the J4 team come into inspect our accounts which is the
first time it has happened in HERRICK for JFCIS!  So a lot of
work has been put in by all to ensur e we got to the right level
before they knock on the door again on 27 November .  

The issue of getting RLI to all units in Theatre, the Unicom server
breaking down, not once but twice, and funnily enough getting
lost on Crab Air, has all contributed to SSgt Gaz Welch and LCpl
Dean Young working all hours that god sends to get everything
sorted, in preparation for the arrival of 16 Sig Regt.

It has been a weird and wonderful 6 months, but now everyone is
really looking forward to getting to Cyprus for a short stop and
more importantly getting back and seeing our loved ones, Stacy ,
Lesley and Lucy then obviously gracing that first pint of lager
(that one’s for you Pete).  We will see you all very soon, until then
take care!

201 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Ber nard Higgs
SSM WO2(SSM) Chris Vickers

The 201 Sqn HQ finally deployed at the end of October to
assume command as HQ RC(S) Sig Sqn.  Due to the uplift of the
HQ staff for CJTF6, this was a newly formed role for the SHQ and
as such there was minimal handover from our Dutch logistician
predecessors.  It was all about finding our place within the lar ger
organisation and establishing our role and authority.  As part of a
multi-national headquarters, commanding a quadrilateral sqn
(Canadians, Dutch, Americans and Brits), brought about its own
challenges. The first few weeks were not without the occasional
cultural misunderstandings, which in terms of CIS pr ovision
created complex situations wher e careful negotiating and liaison

were invaluable. Nevertheless this has been a thoroughly
enjoyable experience, with personnel feeling a little reluctant to
return home – except for ‘lucky’ FofS Paterson who will remain
and continue to pr ovide expert advice and technical support to
16 Sig Regt, as well as describing to them the beauty and exact
location of ‘Canadia’.  

After 2 months in theatre, the Sqn said goodbye to the much
respected WO2(SSM) Russ Heynes who has left us to become
RSM of 7 Sig Regt.  He has been replaced by 201’s own
WO2(SSM) Chris Vickers.   

RC(S) DEPLOYABLE TROOP - by Sig Scales

OC Lt Nick Flavelle
Tp SSgt SSgt Andy Conley

RC(S) Deployable Tp arrived at Kandahar Airfield (KAF),
Afghanistan in early August 2009, a date that now seems a
lifetime ago. The Tp was the amalgamation of the very best of
201 Sig Sqn and we were all very proud to be part of it.  The Tp
was based in KAF but had dets based in FOBs acr oss southern
Afghanistan, where they were the only Brits present in many
locations. 

Despite a punishing workload we still found plenty of time for
Sporting and Tp events.  During the summer, volleyball was a
popular activity on the busy boar dwalk.  Our pitiful attempts at
this sport attracted curious cr owds of confused and amused
Americans.  Football in the Heroes Gymnasium has been a
mainstay throughout the whole of the tour , culminating in the
prestigious RC(S) HQ tournament over Christmas.  Out of 15
teams, Deployable Tp’s ‘Lord Love’s Rockets’ did extr emely well
finishing 2nd overall.  

Over the Christmas period we got some good news in the form of
the birth of Cpl ‘Jimmy’ Somerville’ s new baby.  Which the
cynics amongst us would say is just a poor excuse for a chance
to get home earlier.

RC(S) TECHNICAL SUPPORT TEAM

Within the HQ RC(S) Compound the Technical Support Team
(TST) headed up by Sgt Pete Stewart provides intimate sp to the
HQ staff.  They are responsible for the installation and upkeep of
the HQ’s CIS systems, audio/visual equipment, televisions,
antennas, security cameras, VTCs – basically anything with a
plug.  In addition they also pr ovide support and equipment for the
Tp’s FOB Dets.  The TST is integral to the morale of the HQ as
they are the team that ensures that BFBS and Canadian TV are
available 24 hrs a day to the staff.  
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LINE DET

The Line team forms part of a Dutch Line Tp and under Sgt Chris
Mark , they are responsible for the installation and maintenance of
the various copper and fibr e optic lines within the RC(S) HQ
Compound.  No easy task given the plethora of dif ferent national
and international comms systems and the rate of expansion
within the compound. 

FOB DETS

Scattered across Southern Afghanistan are the Tp’s 5 NATO
System Support Teams (SST).  Their role is to provide CIS
support to various BGs, TFs and SF groupings throughout RC(S).
Working in austere conditions, these teams work 24 hrs a day to
support all the NATO CIS systems in their location. 

SST 1 in Tarin Kowt, Uruzgan Province is run by Sgt Quow and
supports Dutch and Australian for ces.  SST 2 in Qalat, Zabul
Province is run by Sgt Parkinson and supports the Romanian BG
of TF Zabul.  SST 3 in Shorabak, Helmand Province is lead by
Sgt Williams and supports the Helmand OMLT BG.  The newly
reopened SST 4 based in Lashkar Gah, Helmand Province,
supports the Helmand PRT.  Last but not least is Sgt Wood’ s
SST 5 based in FOB Walton, Kandahar City, supporting the ANP
Regional HQ.  

COMD RC(S) TAC CP - by Cpl Mick Ramshaw

Det Comd Sgt J Chamberlain

Prior to deploying on Op HERRICK the Tac CP team had a very
busy 3 months. Many mundane yet important tasks wer e thrust
towards Sgt Jim Chamberlain , Cpl Mick Ramshaw and Cpl

Gordon Wallace such as the complete closur e of the Sqn lines
and accommodation, under the watchful eye of SSM(WO2)
Russell Heynes .  

The Tac CP deployed in late October and works very closely with
Comd RC(S)’s Close Protection Team.  This has meant acquiring
and learning a whole new set of TTPs which has been
challenging and enjoyable. 

With the job title ever evolving the team also found themselves
embedded within the HQ RC(S) Force Protection Pl. from 1 Bn
The Royal Welsh, providing on the spot expert comms advice and
expertise on PRC 117F and Bowman as they move around
Kandahar province and occasionally further afield. This in itself is
a hugely demanding but satisfying r ole. 

With the pace of ops incr easing, the Team will continue to adapt
its job role ensuring comms are provided for the Gen and Force
Protection no matter what.  The Team are proud to be flying the
Sqn flag on ops.  As we all know: no comms, no bombs.

KABUL ICS TROOP - by SSgt A C Moss

Tp Comd Capt J A Cr owe
Tp SSgt SSgt A C Moss

As our tour in Kabul draws to an end, and pr eparation for our
handover to 16 Sig Reg nears completion, we are now able to
reflect on what has been achieved by Kabul ICS Tp in the last 6
months or so.

It seemed on first sight that a large collection of geeks had
assembled in order to provide UK ICS to the staff of HQ ISAF,
Camp Souter and later, KAIA North.  It was only on the CO’s
confirmatory ex that the whole Tp was finally assembled.  My
geeks, or as I affectionately refer to them, ‘Lizards’, had been on
all manner of courses and pre-deployment training that had
prepared them for what would be, an inter esting and rewarding
op tour. 

After a journey that seemed never ending, with stops at Brize
Norton and Kandahar, we finally arrived at our destination of
Kabul.  Sgt ‘Col’ Opie from 7 Sig Regt greeted us and ensured
that we all boarded the correct transport.  The first surprise for
me was boarding a minibus for the jour ney across the city, while
the Camp Souter Det boarded Ridgebacks for their 800m jour ney!

We all received a full and very comprehensive handover from 7
Sig Regt and they left with the comments, ‘Stag On’ and
‘nothing ever happens in Kabul’.  The next day ther e was a
huge explosion at the main gate which was to set the tone
for our time in Kabul.  In fact ther e have been 2 major
incidents in Kabul for every month of our tour , culminating
in a major explosion and fire fight 800m from HQ ISAF.  Not
that we are too concer ned because ‘nothing ever happens
in Kabul’

While the geeks were hard at work fixing their ‘flux
capacitors’ and ‘bandwidth modulators’, Capt Jen Cr owe
and I were cutting about, looking ‘Ally’ and testing the
various watering holes.  The novelty of this soon wor e off,
so we tried to understand what SSgt ‘Bill Gates’ Gr egg
and Cpl ‘Stephen Hawkins’ Jones were going on about.
Unfortunately we didn’ t really get it, so we went for a br ew!!

Despite Kabul Support Units delusions of grandeur , they
were top trumped by 3 UK Gens and so a Tp HQ was
created at HQ ISAF.  What was no more than a broom
cupboard with a desk inside, became an all singing all

dancing command centr e suitable for commanding what is now
the Greater Kabul Empire.

Satisfyingly, everyone in Kabul ICS Tp has made a significant
contribution to the gr eater good.  We can all leave knowing that
comms is in a far more robust state due to the har d work of the
Tp.  SSgt ‘Taff’ Lewis ’ ICS det has significantly impr oved UK ICS

Sgt Quow and STT 1 and the multinational Signals team at Tarin Kowt 

Sgt Mark and his Line Team 
during a visit to the American Flight line
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infrastructure at Camp Souter.  Removing 5 year’s worth of bad
cable lays was a low point for all involved, but it was a job very
well done.  Sgt ‘DDD’ Draper and her team worked tirelessly to
build the KAIA(N) det.  The whole det endured a torrid time with
no welfare facilities, tents and a disgusting smell.  It was
encouraging to always see 5 smiling faces whenever I visited.
The HQ ISAF det has constantly strived to improve services to all
UK Staff.  Of particular note is the work carried out in the British
Embassy and DCOM ISAF’s office.  It is a worry for all those who
value their career when a Lt Gen has washed his hands of UK
Comms.  Happily faith has been restored and the new DCOM
ISAF (COMBRITFOR) and his team experience few problems.

It has not been all work and no play; welfar e and
charity have not been forgotten.  The UK and US
staff have been looked after at HQ ISAF with
weekly quiz nights, tea and toast and various
events expertly organised by some highly
motivated individuals.  Four events of note that
raised considerable amounts of money wer e the
SAAFA Forces Big Brew Up, masterminded by
Sgt Draper , One Big Hairy Belly Spinning
Marathon by Sgt ‘Super Dave’ W right , The
Armistice Day Parade by Sgt ‘Lloyd’ Edwar ds
and finally a week of activities during the build up
to Christmas, culminating in a Half Marathon,
superbly planned and executed by Sig ‘Doc’
Docherty .  In total Kabul ICS Tp has managed to
raise over €4000 for various charities including
RBL Poppy Appeal, SSAFA, CRY and ‘Help for
Heroes’ to name a few.

We are all now looking forward to handing over
the reigns to 16 Sig Regt and returning to our
families in Germany and the UK.  We will all have
fond memories of our tenur e as Kabul ICS Tp
and can leave with our heads high knowing we
have made a difference.

OPS SUPPORT GROUP

CO Ops Sp Gp Maj NR Coatsworth
RSM Ops Sp Gp WO1(ARSM) Wilson

HQ SQUADRON

OC Maj RP Manning RHG/D
SSM WO2(SSM) SJ Barrie

REGIMENTAL MT

MTO Capt Jones RLC
TCWO WO2 Etherington RLC

First of all we would like to welcome Sgt ‘Geor die’ Cair ns and
his wife Carla from 7 Sig Regt and second we would also like to

take this opportunity to congratulate Sig ‘Asa’ Connon on
promotion, and also to him and his wife on the arrival of their new
baby daughter. 

Regimental MT has risen to numerous challenges whilst elements
of the Regt have been deployed on Op HERRICK. The issuing of
the new Mowag Duro and Cormorant platforms has led to
associated training tasks and as a consequence the driver
training suite, headed up by Sgt ‘High T ower’ Dearing has been
pushed to the limit. The adverse weather in Germany has seen
the snow and ice plan executed at least daily and the first 2
weeks in January saw more salt used than in McDonalds and
Burger King put together.

2009 ended with a great trip to Dusseldorf
planned by WO2(SSM) Barrie . The MT booked
into a hotel for the night which led to a full
evening of Christmas festivities in Dusseldorf ’s Old
Town.  2009 was an extremely busy year for the
Regimental MT we wait in eager anticipation for
what mayhem 2010 has in store.

MAINTENANCE TROOP

SSgt SSgt Williamson
Sgt Sgt Norris

The Tp gives a warm welcome to our new arrivals
Sgt Mark Beasley and his wife Gill from 33 Sig
Regt (V) and Cpl ‘Taff’ Roberts and his wife
Anna.

Maintenance Tp continues to ‘maintain’ the Regt
by looking after vehicles and generators – I
suppose the clue was in the name – while a large
portion of the Regt are deployed on ops in
Afghanistan, and is now focusing its ef forts on
preparing all the assets for their eventual return to

the Sqs after Post Op Tour and Easter leave. We are delighted
however, to be able to congratulate Sig Robinson on his recent
selection for promotion to LCpl and he now eagerly awaits an
assignment order in his work flow for pastur es new in order to try
out his new powers.

SQMS DEPT

SQMS SSgt Sarah Staf f

The SQMS dept welcomes LCpl Haynes posted to us fr om 16
Sig Regt on promotion and congratulates Cpl Hallsworth for
being selected for and pr esented with a well deserved promotion
to Sgt.  We will also say goodbye to Sig Davies who is leaving us
for 14 Sig Regt (EW).

211 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj JO Lambeth
SSM WO2 JCW Baxter

ALAMEIN TROOP 

OC Lt KG Hudson
SSgt SSgt MJ Tiplady

Alamein Troop would like to bid far ewell to Sig ‘Fat Bob’ Innes
and Sig Ben Fuery while warmly welcoming Cpl Shone , Sig
Hingley , Sig Green, Sig Lawless and Sig Bradley .   Alamein Tp
have been very busy with the preparation of the return of the two
Sqns deployed on Op HERRICK 10 and the movement of the Sqn
from Harewood to Hammersmith Barracks.  This task pr oved very
difficult with Herfor d under approximately 15cm of snow .  

However the snow cleared… returned, then cleared again for just
enough time for the Sqn to successfully complete the move
before the snow came back for a thir d time.  Although very busy,
the Tp managed to send a number of people away to r epresent

Sgt ‘Super Dave’ Wright on his way
to raising $1000 for a local

orphanage

SSgt Andy Moss, Sgt ‘DDD’ Draper and Cpl Lib Elgumaty take a
breather from raking in €1000 for SSAFA 
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the Regt at the Corp Ski Camps, both Alpine and Nor dic.  The Tp
now continues the pr eparation for deployment to the Czech
Republic on Ex FLYING RHINO 10 in May.

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER – CORP SKI CAMP 
- by Sig McKenna

On 14 November 2009, the Regt ski team set of f on an 8 hr drive
down to Zell am See in Austria to take part in the 4 week long
Royal Signal Corps ski camp.  The team consisted of 5 beginners
and 6 other skiers of mixed ability .  During Week 1 of the ski
camp, all 80 plus skiers were broken into ability groups and took
to the slopes with their instructors.  W e had 5 beginners, some of
whom took to skiing straight away but unfortunately Sig Dobbins
and Sig Smith spent most of Week 1 on their backsides in the
snow.  The rest of the skiers where split over 2 other groups.

Weeks 2 and 3 were pretty much the same for everyone
irrespective of their grouping, and as our skills impr oved we
advanced to a more technical level of skiing.  At the end of Week
3 all groups started to put what they had lear ned into practice
and progressed to training on the gates in pr eparation for Week 4
– Race Week!  After an initial seeding race on the Friday of Week
3, everyone received the starting positions for the start of the
race week.  Sig McKenna had managed to have the highest
seeding for the team and started of f in 14th position and Sig
Dobbins had the prestigious honour of having the not so high
position of 86th out of 87 competitors. 

Week 4 was Race Week for the Corps.  For the Regt’s team it
started off badly, sustaining an injury on the first day of racing.
Unfortunately it was Sig Pitts who broke his collar bone on the
first GS course of the week.  However, towards the end of the
week things started to look up for the other less br oken members
of the team, with 2 skiers in the top 15.  The ski camp was
rounded off with a prize giving at the unof ficial camp bar ‘Crazy
Daisy’s’ where 21 Sig Regt stole the show, winning almost
everything.  But not all was lost for us as Sig Williams took Top
Junior for all events.  All in all, a superb effort from all the team
and hopefully next year we will all do a lot better .

ALMA TROOP

OC 2Lt S McNeillie
SSgt SSgt P Smith

With the Christmas period past us, we started the New Y ear
saying farewell to LCpl ‘Parky’ Parkhill who is leaving us to join
20 Armd Bde but we welcomed into the tr oop Cpl Haigh from the
Regt Ops team.

The Tp recently enjoyed a day out snow boar ding and skiing at
the winter sports centr e in Botrop.  Staying with the winter theme,
several Tp members deployed on the month long Ex MERCURY
GLACIER in Zell Am See, Austria.  Sig Foster was placed 3rd in
the novice competition but unfortunately Sig Pitts returned with a
broken collarbone. 

We now look forward to a busy 2010 with the intr oduction of
Cormorant and Ex FLYING RHINO 10, the courses are coming
thick and fast in pr eparation and the learning curve is going to be
steep.

MINDEN TROOP

OC 2Lt R Bonner
SSgt SSgt T Raby

Minden Tp welcomes LCpl Mee who joins us fresh from Phase 2
training at Blandford.  Departing, we wish Cpl Dolan , LCpl Allen ,
Sig Seru and Sig Holmes the best of luck at their new units.
Despite these farewells, both Cpl Dolan and LCpl Allen take an
element of the ‘Mighty’ Minden Tp with them to 3 (UK) Div HQ &
Sig Regt, where they are both to join HQ Sqn.  

Minden Tp played a significant part in the successful outcome of
the Sqn Christmas party, receiving commendations all round.  Cpl
Dolan and LCpl Pr oudfoot worked particularly hard throughout
the planning phase and on the night itself, illustrated by the fact
that LCpl Pr oudfoot was found clearing plates while wearing her
ball gown!  At this point of course, she was told to down the
plates and OC Sqn took over the plate clearing duty!  

A great night was had by all and has set the benchmark for Sqn
functions in the futur e.

The Tp wishes Cpl Boyle the best of luck on his For eman of
Signals entrance exam and to Sig Jowers on P Coy, which he is
currently training hard for.  The focus for the Tp remains the
preparation towards Ex FLYING RHINO as the dates loom ever
closer.

MONS TROOP

OC 2Lt R Painter
SSgt SSgt J Butler

It’s been a busy time for the Tp through the period leading up to
and after Christmas leave.  With the impending move acr oss town
to Hammersmith Barracks, the garages have been packed up
along with our vehicles.  Everything was going smoothly until
mother nature in the form of a few feet of snow put a halt to our
best efforts, and so while our vehicles remain in place on
Harewood Barracks we set about our new home on
Hammersmith Barracks, fixing notice boar ds to walls and placing
stores into their cages in preparation for the big thaw and our
vehicles finally arriving.

It hasn’t all been work though, the Tp had a little stand down time
with a trip to the local indoor kart track in Bielefeld, wher e Cpl
Joe Howell came out on top pr oving that not all old men ar e
slow.  We have also said a few goodbyes; Cpl Chris Bonnar ,
wife Nicola and family who leave us bound for civvy str eet after
12 years service, LCpl Colin ‘Big Col’ Sutherland , wife Jasmine
and son Joshua who leave for 16 Sig Regt on promotion to Cpl,
LCpl Jason ‘Sherman’ Herbert’ s wife Sandra and son Dillon
who are UK bound to 2 Sig Regt in York.  Although sad to see
them all go we must move on and say a big welcome to Cpl Carl
Hepworth , wife Sian and family who join us from the White
Helmets, Cpl Helen Drysdale and partner Jo who join us from 7
Sig Regt, Cpl Paul Birkett who joins us from RSS Blandford, and
finally a belated welcome to SSgt Julian Butler , wife Jolanda
and family who join us from 264 Sig Sqn.  

So with a lot of changes in personalities, we look forwar d to the
next few months of Tp level training and pr eparing for Ex FLYING
RHINO 10 in the Czech Republic. Think you need a haircut, LCpl Kelk!
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CO Lt Col AR Knott MBE
RSM WO1(RSM) A Combe

As York eventually thaws after a long cold winter , the Regt is fully
immersed in its preparations for deployment to Afghanistan in the
summer.  Sqn level exs and in-barracks training are
complemented by a high volume of courses and fr equent
operational shooting practices on the ranges to ensur e that each
soldier is as prepared as possible for the ardour of the next op
tour.

Concurrent to this hefty training bill, elements of the Regt have
successfully completed the oner ous task of supporting 4 (Mech)
Bde in their Mission Rehearsal Exercise (MRE) on Salisbury Plain;
a difficult feat given the size of the ex and the bur den of the
Regt’s other commitments.

The Regt continues to support the Senior British Military Advisor
and his staff in Tampa, with some personnel deploying forwar d to
Qatar when required. The UK Node at Oakhanger is also currently
manned by the Regt.  A number of charity events, sporting
successes and the odd day-trip to Durham have ensur ed that it’s
not all work.

EXERCISE PASHTUN RAT - by 2Lt Fairclough

214 Sig Sqn was tasked to pr ovide a Cormorant network on
Salisbury Plain for the 4 (Mech) Bde MRE in preparation for their
deployment on Op HERRICK this year.  The first step was
recalling the Regiment’s Cormorant assets from Ashchurch, just
one week after they were put in there as part of the Regiment’s
transition to a Campaign Sig Regt. 

The Sqn’s commitment to Ex PASHTUN RAT 10 was to be over 6
weeks long, consisting of a 2 week PACEX in York, 2 weeks
setting up and two 1 week FTXs.  A recce to establish where to
place the Bearer Module dets and a lengthy PACEX back at York
were both conducted to make sur e that the Sqn was ready. 

The preparation went as well as could be expected with 12 hr
days for all of the guys.  It wasn’ t all hard work though; as some
of the lads found the time to take advantage of the wintry
weather and make the CO and visiting Bde Comd an igloo!

Engineering links to other dets and setting up network r esilience
took up most of the first 2 weeks, which apart fr om persons
unknown stealing 400l of fuel befor e being tracked down by the
Gurkhas, went well. This was also the first time many of the det
crews, drawn from across the Corps, had worked together .
Some personnel within the Sqn br ought themselves into the
limelight, in some cases for the wr ong reasons.  WO2(FofS) Read
decided to tur n off WO2(YofS) Howie’ s network after 4 days of
engineering which didn’ t go down too well despite lame technical
excuses about the shelf life of UPS batteries; and Sig Ocklefor d
managed to reverse a van into a wall whilst being marshalled out
of a space rendering both the vehicle and himself useless. 

During the second FTX all was going well until an RAF Chinook
decided to conduct a low flyby over a Cormorant det,
unfortunately snapping a Cormorant mast and trashing a tent full
of disgruntled Gurkhas.  Luckily the det was unharmed and
rapidly re-established links whilst cursing the RAF, in particular
exchange officer Flt Lt Bolan – despite him being entirely
innocent and not involved in the slightest.

With sub -zero temperatures and 4 long weeks away from home,
the lads did a fantastic job and look forwar d to all that lovely LSA.
Playstation 3 anyone?

FORCE PROTECTION TRAINING - by Capt Johns

Sp Sqn have started the New Year with a bang as they begin their
weapons training in preparation for becoming the Souter For ce
Protection and Transport Coy in Kabul later this year. 

With many of those earmarked for the for ce protection role never
having touched a GPMG before, a day of classroom training was
required to get the Sqn thr ough their weapon handling test prior
to getting on the ranges.  Cpl Ryder and SSgt Morrison went
through the necessary skills and drills required and managed to
get a majority through their test on the first attempt.

There was a brief interlude to allow a reporter from BBC York to
chat to a few of the Sqn about their pr e-deployment training.
LCpl Beverley and the LCpl Day brothers proved their potential
as a comedy triple act to the radio audience of Y ork before they
swapped their guns for PRRs and joined a voice pr ocedure
lesson; the concurrent activity for the day. Brig Hill and Lt Col Knott enjoy a br ew outside the 214 Igloo

A low-flying Chinook causes havoc with a Cor morant Det

2nd SIGNAL REGIMENT 
YORK
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The following day on a bitterly cold February mor ning, the Sqn
got kitted out in most of their 1157 issue and took to the ranges
at Strensall.  Under the tutoring of WO2(SSM) Roberts, SSgt
Hoggar d and Sgt Siddall , the Number 1 and Number 2 gunners
got to grips with the newly intr oduced weapon system and
managed to improve their accuracy, as well as their skills and
drills considerably thr oughout the day.  A promising start to what
will be a long and testing training r egime prior to deployment to
Afghanistan.

BONE OF CONTENTION - by Lt Park

The bone of contention match is always the highlight of the
Christmas calendar at the Regt. There were rumours that this
year it would take the form of a football match as opposed to the
time honoured tradition of rugby , however the officers knew that
football was not their forte and so decided to keep it as the latter .

The morning arrived and the officers were still trying desperately
to find an extra couple of players to make a full team – the Padr e
was nearly pulled out of retirement!  When the 2 sides eventually
took to the pitch, the of ficers’ side was augmented by a newly
promoted 2Lt who looked suspiciously like Cpl Stor ey. 

The date of the fixture was obviously picked by the opposing
team, as the 2 Corps and Army level rugby players from the
Officers Mess, Lt Sayner and Lt Thompson were otherwise
engaged.  This left the Adjt, Capt Chatman desperately trying to
teach some of the more novice rugby playing of ficers that you
were not allowed to thr ow the ball forward or head the ball during
a last minute training session while the WOs and Sgts Mess team
looked on in amazement. Their squad was nearly double the size
and surprisingly also consisted of a number of last minute
promotions from the Cpls Mess.

The game got underway and the level of experience, or lack of it,
was evident straight away. High tackles, arguments about rules
and a lot of shirt pulling ensued.  Thank God that the scrums
were uncontested!  After only a few minutes the cheering cr owd
were treated to the first br eak when SSgt(YofS) Jones came

storming through the officers’ lines to scor e a worthy try, the first
of many for his side.

The other rankers looked dangerous and the officers struggled to
contain them.  It didn’ t take long for Sgt Necr ews to capitalise
on some sloppy tackling to finish in style.  Despite a single
handed effort from Capt Chatman , that saw him crossing the line
and converting his own try , it soon turned into a rather one-sided
affair.  RCMO, Capt Overton was in enthusiastic form and started
to look dangerous in the back line before the hamstring sniper
saw him hit the mud befor e being carted of f the pitch.

The final score was 35 – 7 with the WOs and Sgts Mess taking
much delight in their victory .  The officers held their heads high as
the moral victors of the day , purely for having a team made of
officers rather than of other ranks – bar 2Lt Stor ey of course.  It
was evident that there were no hard feelings as both teams
moved to the Mess afterwar ds for a post-match tipple to numb
their aching limbs!

EXERCISE SLEEPWALKER - by Sig Perkins

Ex SLEEPWALKER is a challenging 20 mile night race across the
Brecon Beacons that takes place each year.  Mad some might
say, however it was a good way of raising money for worthwhile
causes, and the charity that I had chosen for the team to support
was ‘Help for Heroes’.  This event was open to all, not just the
military, and a number of civilian individuals wer e competing as
well.  Not only were we running across the Brecon Beacons at
night; but we wer e being timed as well!

It took a lot of or ganisation and persuasion to get members of the
Regt to enter as a team. Eventually Capt Bickerstaf f, WO1(RSM)
Combe , Sgt Dunn , LCpl Wynne , LCpl Smith , LCpl Rabindra ,
Sig Gyan , Sig Bipendra and Cfn Northall all accepted the
challenge.

We arrived at Talybont-on-Usk with time to spar e before the start
of the event and completed the mandatory kit checks and
registration. The kit check pr oduced a lot of Spandex leggings
and plenty of warm kit to cope with the bitter W elsh wind.  We
then consumed as many energy drinks as possible befor e
starting.  We needed the sugar rush as it was so cold! 

Sgt Siddall coaching the fir ers on Strensall Ranges

Bullseye!

Capt Skinner jumps for the ball in the ‘Bone of Contention’ match
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The race started at 1815hrs and we set of f en-mass, still holding
some trepidation at the challenge ahead.  I managed to fall down
into a swamp during the race and 3 steps later was followed by
Sgt Dunn .  After regaining our composure, Capt Bickerstaf f and
Sgt Dunn managed to up the pace and set of f like a pair of
racing snakes only to find that they wer e lost in the wilderness
and added an extra 4 miles onto the 20 mile gruelling course!  To
make matters worse, it started to snow during the race.  Sgt
Dunn’s excuse for his detour is that he got people to sponsor
him by the mile and he wanted to raise mor e money than anyone
else by doing the extra miles.  He denied any and all allegations
that he was navigationally challenged at any point!

Congratulations to the RSM for finishing in 7th
place overall in the whole competition with a time
of 3 hrs 13 mins, a fantastic achievement.
Thankfully, all 10 of us managed to complete the
course safely and successfully in under the 5 hr
cut off stipulated, and raised close to £1000 for
‘Help for Heroes’ along the way.  I would like to
thank all those in the team for taking part, Sgt
Wills for his assistance as the driver and all those
who supported the team with sponsorship.

SEK KONG TROOP IN DURHAM 
- by LCpl Suraj Gurung

After 2 hard exs in a row, Ex KHUKURI WARRIOR
and Ex KHUKURI TOOFAN, Sek Kong Tp were in
the mood for something a little mor e light hearted.
Tp OC, 2Lt Carr , decided to or ganise an
educational visit to his home town, the historic city
of Durham, which is situated about 70 miles north
of York.   The Tp, along with a few soldiers from
the tech workshop, arrived in the city centr e of
Durham at lunchtime to be met by our guide who
gave us a comprehensive history of the castle.
Everyone was very interested to learn about the
history of Durham castle. 

This was followed by a visit to Durham Cathedral, situated next to
the castle. While there, we took time to pay our tributes to the
soldiers of the Durham Light Infantry who gave their lives in the
Battles of Somme and Kohima.

It was a very educational visit and made us realise how important
it is to keep our history and cultur e alive.  On behalf of the Tp we
would like to thank 2Lt Carr for organising such an interesting
day out and we hope to get some mor e trips in prior to
deployment later in the year.

INTER-SQUADRON BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 2010 
- by Sig Santanu Pradhan

In between preparations for Op HERRICK, 2 Sig Regt conducted
an inter-sqn basketball tour nament in January with the main aim
being to select new players for the Regimental Basketball Team
for the forthcoming Div Basketball Championship.  

The competition was played in a league system between thr ee
sqns; 219 Sig Sqn, 246 (Gurkha) Sig Sqn and Sp Sqn.
Unfortunately, 214 Sig Sqn could not take part in the tour nament
as they were deployed in support of the 4 (Mech) Bde MRE.  246

and 219 were first up and it didn’ t
take long before the Gurkha Sqn
began to dominate the game and
won the match with a huge scor e
difference of 40 points to 10.

The second game was played
between 219 and Sp Sqn with Sp
being victorious.  The final match
saw Sp Sqn crumble against an
overwhelmingly strong Gurkha
team.  246 dominated the game
throughout, winning the match by
an impressive total of 18 points.  

After the final game, Capt
Hebindra , OIC Regt Basketball,
thanked all the players and
officials. Without their support the
event would not have been
possible. The final result was
announced and 246 were
declared champions. The
tournament concluded with the
Regimental Second-in-Command,
Maj Toze presenting medals and
a trophy to the winners and
runner-up teams.  OC 246, Maj
Dagless , congratulated the team
with ‘Thulo Syabash’ befor e
wishing them luck in the
upcoming Divisional tour nament.  Sek Kong Troop pose outside Durham Castle

246 Gurkha Signal Squadron Basketball Team following their victor y at the Inter-
Squadron Basketball tournament
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CO Lt Col G Wilson
RSM WO1 A Torrington

THE COMMANDING OFFICER SA YS FAREWELL - by 2Lt Tope

27 January 2010 marked the day that the Regt said goodbye to
Lt Col Dr ew and welcomed in Lt Col Wilson .  A day of activities
across all the Regt’s different depts gave Lt Col Dr ew the
opportunity to say goodbye to the soldiers he had commanded.

He had the opportunity to slave over a hot stove, operate
dangerous machinery and do a bit of good old tack bashing. 
Maj Westerman , SSM Witham and 2Lt Tope were all standing
outside the garages awaiting the arrival of the CO for his final visit
to 206 Sqn.  Having been told to expect him in an “unusual”
vehicle, we were not disappointed when he tur ned up in the cab
of “Swampy”, a WW2 r ecovery vehicle.  After greetings were
exchanged, it was time to set him to work.  In my short time with
the Sqn, I have already learned that DRASh repair is not a task
that people look forwar d to.  Conveniently enough there just so
happened to be some DRASh that needed to be r epaired and an
eager CO to repair it.  An expert demonstration by Cpl Houlker -
Gordon , Cpl Muchnenje and LCpl Briggs enabled the CO to

find the broken poles and swap them out, all while wearing a
fetching pair of olive gr een coveralls.  The hard work in the
garages was rewarded with cake and cof fee in the SHQ, after
which was a goodbye speech by the CO. 

Lashkar Gar Tp decided to have a Bulldog 432 ready to show the
CO how hard track bash really was.  As the CO was walking over
he had a smile on his face and seemed very keen to get started –
this soon changed as he was told to climb under the vehicle with
no coveralls on and diesel dripping in his mouth and on his face.
The track seemed to take a while to come of f, but with a little
help from LCpl Wade, the CO managed to get it of f.  While they
were easing the track off with the rope the CO was looking like he
was getting a bit hot, obviously not done much har d work for a
while.  As the track came of f the vehicle the CO looked happy but
when he was told the track had to go straight back on, he didn’ t
look happy at all!

While pulling the track back on with the r ope the CO was wiping
his forehead and really straining to pull the track back on by
himself, as the sqn workaholics LCpl For d and LCpl Wade were
obviously not pulling on the r ope.  As the CO was a beginner in
hard work and had not got the track of f quickly enough, he had
to leave rather conveniently before the track was back on.  He
gave a greasy handshake and said thank you.  He seemed to
enjoy the track bash but this sort of har d work isn’ t for a CO.

No leaving day would be complete without visits to the Of ficers
and Sergeants Messes and upon leaving the latter, the entire Regt
was outside formed up waiting in what can only be described as
“Snake” or der.  The CO made his way through the Regt before
coming to a stop at Swampy again, wher e it was time for a few
presentations.  From the CO to the Regt a silver Tricorn trophy to
be awarded to the highest placed Junior Rank in the Kiwi T rophy
and to the CO from the Regt, a silver Tricorn that looked
remarkably similar to the trophy he had just presented.  It was
then time to bid far ewell to the CO and after a few “technical
difficulties”, Swampy pulled away r evealing his family waiting in
the Staff Car used by Field Marshall Montgomery .  Flowers for
the CO’s wife and chocolate for his childr en, Monty’ s car drove
off to the theme from The Great Escape playing from the RSM’s
car.  With everything finished it was back to work – ther e was a
new CO about after all. 

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER XIII – CORPS SKI CAMP 09

14 November 09 was an important date on all Corp skiers’
calendars.  With the Regt’s team bus packed and r eady to depart
for Zell Am See in Austria the ski ex was underway.  After sharing
the 21 hr drive the team arrived at the accommodation in the
early hours of the morning.  

Monday morning rolled round and bought with it the first day of
skiing.  All skiers were split down into ability gr oups to begin race
training.  After the ‘ski of f’, 2 of the more experienced members
of the Regt’s team secured their spots in the top gr oup, Cpl
Daniel and Sig Abel .  After an intense first week of training, the
beginners were already finding their ski legs and everyone’s
confidence was soaring – although some had aches and pains
that were crying out for a weekend br eak!  After the Friday
afternoon team ski, the weekend gave the opportunity to explor e
Zell am See and gave some the chance to visit Salzburg.

The weekend was soon over and people were eager to return to
the slopes.  With the arrival of more teams another Monday ski-
off took place and the gr oup with Lt Bottoms and LCpl Manning
were dismayed to find their Group 2 status disappearing towar ds
3rd, possibly 4th!  In the second week of training, the higher
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groups began gate training and the lower continued lear ning to
ski efficiently.  

Week 3 arrived and brought with it dir e weather conditions.
Unfortunately this coincided with the CO’ s and Adjt’s visit and to
everyone’s disappointment none of the lifts wer e open.  After
deciding not to let the weather get us down, the team travelled to
the famous Christmas market at Salzburg.  Fortunately Tuesday’s
weather was much better and we wer e back on the slopes to
train and sneak an hour or two in with the powder!  As the week
went on all the groups were getting an opportunity to practise
racing through the gates – a scary prospect on the steep glacier
for the beginners.  Cpl Culler n also found snowboar ders weren’t
to her liking after one careered into her head during training!   At
this stage of the game rivalry and banter was beginning to show
between the teams.  Friday was the start of the of ficial seeding
race and all were nervous.  In the seeding race everyone
impressed and all improved their standings.

Monday of Week 4 arrived and with it the Individual Giant Slalom
(GS).  Tuesday’s races were then cancelled due to unsafe racing
conditions – we had nonetheless achieved a good workout by
setting the course and completing the usual traverse at the top of
the glacier however!  This meant the timings from the previous
day were carried over and counted towar ds the Team GS.
Wednesday was the Individual Slalom race and everyone was out
to impress.  The final day of skiing arrived and the pressure was
on.  The final team races finished with notable results from all
skiers. 

The skiing was over and the Corps Ski Camp Presentation night
was up and running with Cpl Daniel finishing 3rd overall and Sig
Abel finishing 3rd female in the Individual Slalom.  After a great
night and brilliant but challenging 4 weeks the team began the
marathon journey home.  

202 (ARMOURED) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj MP Parke
SSM WO2(SSM) W Scarrott

In early November 2009, 202 Sig Sqn, under the new command
of Maj Mike Parke were given confirmed news that they and the
remainder of the Regt were to become a Campaign Sig Regt and
would deploy to Afghanistan in January 2011.  This news meant a
shift in focus for the Sqn and in or der to become a deployable
Campaign Sig Sqn, Sgt ‘Lenny’ Hendry began to take the lead
on the back loading of the Sqn’ s fleet including AFV 436 MK3s
better known as the ‘Bulldog’, and the Panther CL Vs.  These
vehicles would then be transported to Ashchur ch where they
would be stor ed in a Controlled Humidity Environment (CHE).

During mid November each Bulldog was assigned 2 people as its
permanent handover crew.  Their job was to account for every
item of kit including Bowman radios, br eakdown CES, masts, and
general spares.  In charge of cam net counting was Cpl ‘Chunky’

Char nock who had developed his own unique technique of
counting each net no less than 5 times.  This period also involved
a vast amount of essential serial number checks completed by
Cpl ‘Scotty’ Hawkes using his newly found BACMS skills.
Running parallel with the checking and accounting for kit, was the
extremely thorough clean required for each Bulldog det.  This was
not an easy task given that the Bulldogs had r ecently returned
from Ex RED TRICORN.  As November came and went the
Bulldogs finally sat in the Sqn garages with all Bowman kit and
CES breakdown equipment r eady to be boxed up and loaded
onto vehicles ready for Ashchurch.  During early December, the
QM’s department arrived to double check all of the equipment
needed for each det.  Obviously these checks wer e interspersed
with much needed br eaks and the mobile guitar hero and tennis
ball football sessions were aptly led by LCpls ‘W adey’ Wade and
‘Fordey’ For d.  However this was also when the cleaning of each
Bulldog really became a Sqn effort and to the dismay of many ,
working late became the norm, in or der for the Bulldogs to
achieve a pre-move inspection by both the ASM and
representatives from Ashchurch.  The last week before Christmas
leave centred on the inspection of the Bulldogs by the team fr om
Ashchurch.  On this occasion we wer e told the vehicles were too
clean and any excess oil that the team had spent the last day
applying would need to be r emoved.  Some were pleased we had
met the mark while others had noticed that we may have missed
an opportunity or two to get out of work early .  It’s fair to say
each Bulldog passed its inspection with flying colours which is
credit to the cr ew of each vehicle and the Sqn as a whole.  

As the Sqn now enjoyed its Christmas function and got back to
its electronic battle simulators (aka COD 6), we could all finally
look forward to early January when the Bulldog and Panthers
would be loaded onto the transporters to be taken away and
SSgt ‘Gieudo’ Giddens reign of terror would cease for a few
short weeks.  The backload to Aschur ch went without a hitch, but
a team was deployed as a contingency and any minor issues that
did arise, were dealt with there and then.   

206 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj LC W esterman
SSM WO2(SSM) M Witham

RANK SWAP DAY

Monday 14 December 2009 saw a change in regime at 206 Sig
Sqn, as members of the senior ranks handed over their duties
and benefits, to those juniors lucky enough to have been drawn
from a raffle the previous week.  Arranged by SSgt Marie
Parkinson , the raffle had been drawn at the Sqn Christmas
Function in aid of the BLESMA charity, giving junior ranks the
chance to see what really goes on behind those closed doors.  In
total, 11 ranks of SSgt and above wer e handed over to junior
ranks with the Sqn 2IC opting not to concede his – pr esumably
because Capt Jim McMillan didn’ t want his subordinates to
discover how little he r eally does on a daily basis!  Or as he
claims, to ensure that an element of control was retained. 

The day started, unsurprisingly, with an area sweep under the
watchful eye of the newly pr omoted WO2(SSM) Dawson .  Whilst
this passed pretty much without incident, it was inter esting to
observe Sig Ronnie W esterman , a former Sqn OC, questioning
why it was our responsibility to clean the outside ar eas of another
unit’s accommodation.  Tsssk, signallers these days!

Sig Westerman’ s rank had been handed to Maj Dau , one of the
Sqn’s Electrician Drivers, whose first action of the day was to
revoke Cpl John Mer cer , the oldest man in NATO, of his rank.
Questions over the legality of such a move were raised, but Maj
Dau was not going to budge for anything less than a formal
review finding, and time did not allow for that.  Unlucky , John !

The highlight of the day, undoubtedly, was the inevitable SSM’s
inspection.  With SSM Dawson the 5 foot nothing tyrant
presiding, it was no surprise that LCpl Jamieson (sideburns!)
was joined for extra drill by every member of the former senior

The Regiment’s finest skiers
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ranks present.  After all, some of these people have evidently let
their standards drop over the years!  Sig Matt Witham , our
former SSM, found himself kicked of f the inspection for having
fluff on his beret.  Lucky for him, however, that he had previous
filled in a sick chit in crayon for just such an occasion!  Pinning it
to his chest and hobbling of f like a fat man on a PFA, he avoided
extra drill but was awarded a Show Parade instead.  This
presented a challenge for SSM Dawson , as Sig Witham refused
to sign the AGAI paperwork, claiming he was being bullied for
being ‘ginger’.  After some investigation, however , it was decided
(wrongly) that ‘gingerism’ is completely acceptable in the British
forces and Sig Witham completed his show parade later in the
afternoon.

As an outside observer looking in, I wasn’ t privy to all the goings
on of every member of the Sqn for the day .  However, I can tell
you that certain members enjoyed their induction into the Sgts
and Officers Messes and the day was a great deal of fun for all.
Not only did the seniors all take a br eak from their usual routine
(and play a lot of darts – Mr Witham , I believe you broke the ED’s
last remaining good set!) and offer an opportunity for the juniors
to do some role play, it also raised a good amount of money for
charity!   Well done to everyone involved!

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj DG Skimming
SSM WO2 D Cartledge

With the Christmas and New Year leave period now well and truly
over, elements of the Sqn have now begun the countdown to
ops; beginning with the transition to a Campaign Sig Regt
structure.  In addition to many inter-sqn postings, we look
forward to welcoming a new Sqn 2IC, Capt McDonald , into a
post that has been gapped for some time now .  And we will soon
be saying farewell to WO2(SSM) Deano Cartledge as he heads
to 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (215) as RSM.  

AGC (SPS) DET – VISIT TO
RNAS YEOVILTON 
- by LCpl Lisa Sutton

It was with trepidation that
we stepped into the minibus
on our way to RNAS
Yeovilton to complete the
Helicopter Underwater
Escape Course.  For many
of the AGC(SPS) Det, it was
our first time to experience
the thrill of being fully
submerged under water.  

The Helicopter Dunk Tank is
designed to prepare you in

case of an emergency landing while over water.  There are 4
stages, so you can progress and become more confident with
different settings.   On arrival we were given a brief for the day’s
events and shown a video.  From the look of terr or on our faces
you could tell that we wer e slightly hesitant but also excited.  

For the first stage we stopped half way thr ough to practise the
drills in slow time.  Holding my belt and the r elease lever for the
window, we progressed under the water but could not escape
until the tank had rotated 180 degrees.  This was the same for
the other stages.  

Stage 2 – and I completely messed it up!  Being the middle
passenger, it was my responsibility to push the window open for
the others to escape.  However, as I felt the water slowly rise up
over my chest and begin to cover my face, my mind went blank
and panic set in.  I pathetically doggy paddled trying to find an
escape route, clambering over everyone’s heads reaching out for
an opening.  Little did I know that it was completely the wr ong
window.  I had struggled out the opposite side pushing one
person out of the way and kicking WO1 ‘Stan’ Matthews to
squeeze through.  It was only when I surfaced I realised it was
Pte Gilbert that had made the same mistake and for ced her way
through what felt like the smallest Lynx window.  WO2 ‘Burt’
Lancaster was left oblivious, as he had escaped alone.  As we
made it to safety, the RAWO with the brightest r ed face told us
how he was supposed to be first out and had ended up thir d but
at least we had learnt how not to escape!

The other 2 stages were in twilight and complete darkness but
thankfully everyone used the correct procedures and escaped
safely.  The whole experience was brilliant.  It was so enjoyable
that our det is going to do it again soon.  This time we will have
the satisfaction in seeing some of the SPS Branch fr om HQ 3
(UK) Div gasping for air.  I might even release the window for
them to escape through, but that all depends on how our Docs
inspection goes!  

A/Maj Dau and A/SSM Dawson taking advantage of Rank Swap day to have a Squadron photo taken

7th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

CO Lt Col A Long 
RSM WO1(RSM) RD Heynes

The return from Christmas leave saw a new face leading the
Regt.  Lt Col Neil Makepeace had handed over the reins to Lt
Col Al Long who had arrived from his post within HQ SOinC(A).
We wish Lt Col Makepeace , Georgie and the boys all the best
for their next assignment in Washington DC and welcome Lt Col
Long , Fiona and Ellie and Tom to the Regt.  As we had changed
COs, we thought we would make a few other changes and
decided that it was time for a new RSM within RHQ.  Ther efore,
WO1(RSM) Mac MacDonald was selected for a commission and
has now departed with 3 pips on his shoulders and will now be
called Capt Michael MacDonald during his tenure as the Unit

Welfare Officer of 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt in Bulford.  We wish
Michael , Terri , Madison and Deacon all the best for the futur e.
Step forward WO1(RSM) Russ Heynes who has arrived in the
Regt on promotion from his post within 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig
Regt.  We wish him, Tanya, Robert and Charlotte all the best
during their time with 7 Sig Regt.

As is the tradition, both personalities have placed their mark on
the Regt, with the RSM having his first regimental parade and the
CO ensuring that the Regt has his direction for the forthcoming
year.  Both messes have enjoyed a Burns Night and the dining in
of their respective Presiding Members, so the first few weeks
back have seemed like an extension to the Christmas festivities!
This has led to an increase in the numbers attending Regt PT as
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the new regime have deemed that excuses will not be tolerated
and maximum attendance is encouraged!  Step forwar d
WO2(QMSI) Mark Galley with more imaginative ways to make
the Traffic Officer sweat his body weight out of his smock in 60
mins on a Friday lunchtime!

EXERCISE WOODLAND HALO – OFFICERS AND WARRANT
OFFICERS STUDY PERIOD AT CHURCH HOUSE 
- by Capt John Nixon

Four weeks into the tenure of the new CO, 40 members of the
Regt deployed to Church House, Lubbecke to take part in a 3
day study period to develop the understanding of values,
standards and leadership.  Under the guidance of the CO, 2IC,
Maj Carl Ratclif fe, and Padre Pascal Hanrahan some of the
Officers, Warrant Officers and SNCOs of the Regt attended
lessons on morality, world faith and understanding personal
values and beliefs.  

Following an underestimation of the time r equired to get from
Elmpt to Lubbecke, the main body arrived behind schedule and
were given dinner before retiring to the bar for drinks and a quiz.
This was hosted by Maj Ratclif fe and a series of questions were
delivered with no real theme!  After 30 questions, the closely
contested quiz was won by ‘Angels and Demons’ a team with
Padre Hanrahan , Capt Joe Petty AGC Det Comd, Capt Tony
Grainger OC LAD and Capt Sally Rowberry RAO as the
mainstays.

On the next day following mor ning prayers and a fantastic
cooked breakfast, we convened in the main lectur e room for our
welcome brief from the Warden – Padre William Lister .  This was
followed by a pr esentation and discussion hosted by Padre Ian
Stevenson , the Deputy Warden on personal values and beliefs.
The remainder of the periods were a mixture of presentations and
debates on understanding world faith and morality in conflict.  At
the end of the day there was a period of free time to allow the
personnel from the Sqns to pr epare their presentations for the
following mor ning, but for those of us that wer e not involved it
was an opportunity to go for a run on the very snowy and icy
Lubbecke Ridge!

At 1830hrs we gathered in the bar for pre-dinner drinks and it
was then into dinner for another excellent meal fr om the staff at
Church House.  We then all reconvened in the bar to wish the CO
a Happy 41st Birthday!  After being pr esented a cake by Lt
Haydn Air es, the CO took on 2Lt Donna Gavin at ‘Beer Pong’ a
game which she and her travelling companion, Lt Tom Lor d had
picked up when they wer e travelling in China over the Christmas
stand down.  The festivities continued well into the night and
were rounded off by the singing prowess of Padre Pascal , Capt
Petty and Maj Ratclif fe giving the people of Lubbecke a
rendition of a number of Irish Folk Songs at the tops of their
voices.

Friday morning began with some cloudy heads but the Sqn
presentations got everyone focused on the aim of the day .  Up
first were the WOs from Sp Sqn with their take on whether the
Army’s Policy on Drugs was outdated.  Following the intr oduction
by WO2(SSM) Stu Reynolds , the QMSI, WO2 Mark Galley ran
us out of the lectur e room and around Church House as we
compared the Army Policy against that of civilian institutions and
companies.  Up next wer e 229 (Berlin) Sig Sqn who dealt with the
subject of AGAI 67 and their experiences of the system.
WO2(SSM) John Love reminisced about his experiences as a
young soldier in 1991 while the OC, Maj Mar caus Mullen RA
SIGNALS compared the system against that of the Australian
Army.  Lt Craig T ee introduced 231 Sig Sqn’s subject, that of
whether Officers, WOs and SNCOs were ever off duty.  Up
stepped Lt Rob Car negie and WO2(YofS) Kev Tharby MBE to
discuss the arguments for and against.  After a heated debate the
CO informed us that we were never off duty and that we should
never be put into a position wher e our credibility could be
questioned.  The final presentation of the mor ning was that of
232 Sig Sqn who were to discuss whether leadership was
something that could be taught.  Lts Tom Lor d, Abbie Lewis and
Haydn Air es delivered a presentation on 3 individuals with very
different leadership styles.

The final activity of the study period was discussions covering the
Service Test and admin action.  Each Sqn delivered their thoughts
on a particular scenario and then opened the subject up for
debate.  The CO wrapped up the study period just befor e lunch
and then we set off for our return to Elmpt with our moral
compasses well and truly pointing north.  Thanks to all of the
staff at Church House for their hospitality and we would
commend a visit to all units.

7 SIGNAL REGIMENT NORDIC SKI TRAINING AND
COMPETITION - by LCpl Kirsty Maughan 

On 26 November 2009, 7 Sig Regt’s Nordic skiing team set of f for
the REME training camp, Ex SUPREME TIGER in Norway.  It was
a long journey comprising an over night luxury ferry complete
with all the essentials which Sig Ashley Morgan took full
advantage of!  The accommodation lur ed us in to a false sense of
security with typical Norwegian chalets and even a sauna – we
thought we were in for a life of luxury, until the next day when our
first day of training commenced.

The 2 weeks consisted of 2 dif ferent styles of skiing; one being
classic and the other skate. It became appar ent which members
had never been on snow before when Sig Laur en McPherson
spent her first couple of days with her face in the snow .  The
camp was exceptionally well run and the REME were very
accommodating to the 3 Royal Signals teams who wer e in
attendance.  Instruction consisted of technique lessons, getting
mileage under our belts and also learning to fire the .22 from
various positions.  It took a while to get used to the rifle’ s light
weight and sensitive trigger but overall we wer e glad we were
skiing around with the Anschutz rather than the SA80 on our
backs!  Overall the training was a fantastic experience and gr eat
preparation for the Div Championships in France January 2010.

Lt Col Long exercises his lungs celebrating his birthday with a
cake presented by Lt Hadyn Aires

The Regiment’s Nordic Ski Team training in Norway
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After Christmas the team regrouped and headed from Les
Contamines in France, ready and prepared for the next 10 days
which would consist of a number of races. The boys’ team
became particularly excited when they saw the skin tight lycra
racing suits that everyone had to wear – the girls noticed they
were partially see-through too!  Sig Sam Gill seemed to think he
looked massive in his!  The male and female teams took part in a
number of races including the dr eaded biathlon!  Using the skate
technique while carrying the .22 rifle, the race includes shoots in
both prone and standing position.  Accuracy on the ranges is
very important; for every target you miss you end up doing a
penalty loop – a very good incentive for applying the
marksmanship principles!  Everyone enjoyed the relay races.  We
all worked really hard for each other and it was gr eat morale to
see the team cheering you on as you completed your loops.

To round off the Champs, both teams donned the white suits and
entered a 25km patrol race. This was a weighted tab on skis
covering rough ground and included command tasks such as
climbing up a rock face and a stretcher race.  Both teams did
brilliantly in all races considering the majority had never even
been on skis before.  The female team ended up finishing the
competition in 3r d place and sweeping up the br onze prize; Sig
Lindsey Raven deserving a special mention for her outstanding
performance.  The male team, although not in a medal winning
position, enjoyed some healthy competition with 1 Armd Div HQ
& Sig Regt and 102 Log Bde, with Sig Dan Stepney producing
some great races.  The Regimental Nordic Skiing training and
competition wer e incredibly worthwhile and fulfilling.  It gave both
teams the opportunities to experience a new sport and pushed
people outside of their usual ‘comfort zones’.  However after
several week hard work on snow everyone was r elieved to see no
white stuff on the ground upon our return to Germany!

229 (BERLIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj MA Muller RA SIGNALS
SSM WO2(SSM) J Love

Over the last couple of months we have seen the arrival a number
of personalities into the Sqn.  Firstly, a warm welcome to the new
OC, Maj Mar caus Muller , from the Royal Australian Corps of
Signals – in line with the Sqn’s tradition of having an Australian
Exchange OC.  New faces also include Capt Tom Robinson,
following his transfer from the Mercian Regt and 2Lt Jim Roberts
– both fresh from their Tp Comds Course in Blandfor d to assume
their posts as Tp Comds for Brandenbur g and Wilmersdorf
respectively.  We have also seen the arrival of SSgt Woosnam
from 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (200), now Sqn Training SNCO
and Sgts Wilbur and Smith who have taken up residency in
Brandenburg and Wilmersdorf Tps.  We wish them all the best
during their time with the Sqn.  An early departur e in 2010 has
seen Sgt Dave Aitken leave 229 (Berlin) Sig Sqn to undertake
training with the Army Welfare Service; we wish him and his
family all the best in his new career.

Planning for activities in the coming months has taken priority
with many members of the Sqn getting the opportunity to
undertake some adventure training and Trade Courses.  Ex
SNOW WARRIOR 10 and MERCURY GLACIER, skiing and
snowboarding expeditions, are being coordinated across the Regt
by Cpl Cassie Fewtr ell .  In trade, most of the Sqn have been
undertaking either BCIP 5.4 or Richelieu training.

EXERCISE SNOW WARRIOR - by Cpl Niel Bielby

Once everybody had been put into their gr oups and taken to
Oberjoch slopes in Bavaria, the fun began, bearing in mind that
most of the students on the course had never skied befor e.  Day
1 was spent learning the essentials.  Standing in thigh high snow ,
we learnt how to put on skis, how to move on skis and mor e
importantly how to stop!  With the essentials and the course
coordinator happy, it was time to hit the blue slopes.

The Bavarian people seemed to forget the standard of Army
skiing, taking 3 to 4 days for them to r ealise that they required to

have eyes in the back of their heads when skiing in the pr oximity
of novice Army personnel.  If they failed to move out of the way
then they too would become an involuntary member of a human
snowball.  Maybe a further hour on how to stop wouldn’ t have
gone a miss.  It wasn’t helped by Sgt Jase Sheath making
himself a human cannonball on numerous occasions, taking
people out whilst trying to negotiate some of the blue slopes.  He
also managed to break not 1, but 2 sets of skis during the 2 week
ex.  There were many worrying looks towar ds Sgt Sheath when
he returned from a local ski store sporting a bright pink helmet,
but his purchase decision seemed justified when he managed to
face plant exiting the piste.  Regardless of Sgt Sheath’ s exploits,
we were deemed proficient enough to move on to the mor e
challenging red slopes – the Student Breakers.  Albeit minor
injuries, we did see a couple of twisted knees.

By the end of the 2 weeks, most of the course, both basic and
advanced had become quite pr oficient skiers.  Even Sig Chelle
Pheasant , who had managed to get thr ough the course by going
1 mph and only doing snow plough tur ns, finally achieved parallel
turns.

As is the norm with courses of this natur e, one event topped all
others.  This was when Cpl Louis Emslie was on his Advanced
Assessment.  Halfway through, he managed to collide with
another student and come of f worse!  Having being warned by
his wife to be careful, he managed to return with a leg in plaster,
with the other innocent party sporting a br oken collarbone!
Despite everything that took place, it was a successful course for
the Regt, with most participants gaining advanced qualifications.
A big well done to all who attended Ex SNOW WARRIOR.

231 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj PRD Muir
SSM WO2(SSM) B Randerson

Over the pasted 2 months, 231 Sig Sqn has combined har d work
with the Christmas ‘silly season’ of parties and functions.  Prior to
Christmas, the Sqn conducted a full MA TTs package and field ex.
Since arriving back from POTL, courses and adventure training
have been the main focus but coming a close second, has been a
comprehensive equipment care programme. This was coupled
with leaving functions saying goodbye to our soldiers due
posting; we wish them all the best in their futur e assigned.  Prior
to Christmas we also welcomed 3 new Tp Comds; Lt Rob
Carnegie , Lt Craig T ee and 2Lt Donna Gavin and numerous
other new arrivals.   We are also in the midst of planning a large
LFTT package to keep the Sqn’s skills and drills at a healthy
standard.

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER XIII - by Sig Josh Andrews

The Regt’s newly formed ski team met very early on a Sunday
morning to travel to Zell an See, Austria, to commence the 4
week long Corps ski camp that would culminate in a number of
challenging races.  It was cold and it was raining, but no one

Cpl Bielby puts his new skills to the test on Ex SNOW WARRIOR
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seemed to care – after all we were about to go skiing for a month!
The team comprised Sig Josh Andr ews , Sgt Kate Hopkinson ,
Sig Aiden W alker and Sig Robbo Robinson .  Later Capt Rich
Bennett , Sig Kirsty Rathbone and Sig Shar nie Gooch-Hatton
joined the team for the last 2 weeks to support the Regt’ s entry
for the final competition.

Having only taken part in a few days of holiday skiing pr eviously,
the first day of skiing was quite a challenge – the Glacier at
Kaprun was a bit of a shock!  The climate was very cold with
biting winds, but this meant it was gr eat for skiing.  The camp
consisted of 3 weeks’ worth of training in skiing gr oups of
different abilities, all building up to the final week – Race Week.
The first 2 weeks flew by, and my body started aching in places I
didn’ t know existed!  I now know why it’ s called adventurous
training.  The team was progressing well until Sig Robbo
Robinson decided to slip on the toilet floor br eaking his thumb.
Fortunately this did not af fect his skiing ability (much), and
despite his injury and being a complete beginner he battled on
with a cast round his thumb.  The only problem being his refusal
to change his bandage for 2 whole weeks!  During the final week
of training we were assessed by the team captain, Capt Bennett ,
so he could decide who was good enough to make the team.
Fortunately the intense training stood us in good stead and we
were ultimately ready for the Final Race.  The races themselves
were quite a challenge, ranging from downhill races to Slalom
and Giant Slalom.  Some members of the team were definitely
more ready than others, but we all gave it our best shot.  The
team did very well with Sig Gooch-Hatton achieving 2nd place in
the junior Slalom, and Sig Rathbone also getting an award, a
handbag, for putting in the most hours gate keeping.   W ell done
to both!  The team gained invaluable experience for next year,
and more importantly had a brilliant time as well.  All positive stuf f
in preparation for another successful Corps Ski Camp at the end
of this year!

232 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj C Russell 
SSM WO2(SSM) B Revell

TAC TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Lewis 
Tp SSgt SSgt Cote

TROOP UPDATE - by Sig Kendell

It is the start of another busy year in the Tp with everyone looking
forward to everything that is coming their way over the coming
months.  The ‘mighty’ TAC are already in ‘the zone’ with 
involvement in the equipment car e maintenance programme, with
the dets and still battling with the challenges pr esented after the
Regt reconstitution.  Many of the Tp have r ecently returned from
the Nordic Skiing Div Champs in France and more have deployed
on Ex SNOW WARRIOR in France so we’re all ready for the ice
age breakout.  The Tp has also got BCIP 5.4 conversion to look
forward to, a new challenge for the Tp and one of the first in the
Corps to undertake it.  Welcome to the mighty TAC Tp to Sig
Rogers and a massive goodbye and take care to LCpl Chinn ,
Sigs Kado , Raven and Rourke .

HOTEL TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Lor d 
Tp SSgt SSgt Milton

TROOP UPDATE - by Lt Lord

All members of H Tp have perfected the art of serial number
checking this month, entertaining themselves with ever mor e
original ways of checking the same kit over and over again.  Sgt
Marlbor ough organised an intensive MATT week, ensuring that
the Sqn were beasted back into moral and physical shape after
Christmas leave.  PT continues to be an ‘emotional’ experience
for some members of the Tp, with the phrase ‘when did we

become 7 (SF) Sigs?’ gasped out by a Sig as he dragged himself
round the airfield.  Everybody is excited about the upcoming
BCIP 5.4 uplift, something that will see H Tp be amongst the first
units in the Army to test the latest incar nation of the Combat Net
Radio system.

On the social side, we got together in the nearby town of
Roermond to bid a sad far ewell to Cpl and Sig Br own , who were
sent off in style with a fine restaurant meal and a not insignificant
amount of booze!  Happily we can take this opportunity to
welcome Sig Graham into our fold – welcome and get r eady to
work!

CORPS WOMEN’S FOOTBALL - by Sig Gooch-Hatton

A total of 5 members of the Regt wer e selected to attend training
for the Women’s Football Team, in preparation for a game against
the REME.  Training began on the Wednesday afternoon and saw
us all being put through our paces physically and putting our
football skills to the test. The Wednesday evening saw the team
gathering at the infamous Blandfor d Bowling Alley for a small
social prior to the game; it was a good chance for all the new
players to get to know other team members.

The game against the REME took place on the Thursday evening,
and after another training session mid-mor ning the team
departed for Bor don where the game took place.  All members of
the Regt were selected as squad members, although whilst LCpl
Rodway and Sig Gooch-Hatton started on the pitch, Lt Exell ,
LCpl White and Sig Graham were left warming the bench!  After
warming up, the game was good to begin, after a shaky start it
looked like luck was on our side as the REME missed several
golden opportunities to take the lead.  However , this soon
changed and by half time they wer e 2 – 0 up.  Things didn’t get
too much better in the second half with 3 mor e goals being
added to their tally!

It has been a tough start to the Women’s Football so far this
season.   However with games against the 3 strongest Corps
team now out of the way we ar e looking forward to having some
success on the pitch, starting with our next game against the
Intelligence Corps at the end of February.

SUPPORT SQUADRON 

OC Maj R Pye 
WO2 WO2(SSM) Reynolds

QM(T) DEPARTMENT - by Cpl Jarvis

It has been an extremely busy time for the dept over the last
couple of months with the Boar d of Officers taking up the
majority of the working day .  This coupled with the looming LSI
made for a frantic period befor e we managed to get some well
earned Christmas leave.  On our return from this break, it was
straight back into the pr eparation for the LSI and all the fun
activities involved with making sur e the Regt has all the
equipment it needs to function like a well oiled machine.
Over the last few months we have said goodbye to a few of our
friends LCpl Marty Marsden goes to 1 Sig Bde on pr omotion to
Cpl, LCpl Budgie Burgess made the massive transition to 16 Sig
Regt on promotion to Cpl and Cpl Mar c Holmes finally said
goodbye to the Regt on posting to 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
(215) in Tidworth.

One final matter to mention was the pr esentation of a SOinC’s
commendation to Sgt Emma Standen for all her hard work on
the Regt’s tour in Afghanistan last year, a massive well done from
everyone in the dept.  So it’s onwards and upwards for the G4
world here on Javelin Barracks for the rest of 2010, and as you’ve
been told many times befor e “Stores are for storing”.

NES TROOP - by LCpl Hollis

Koln Christmas Market provided a much welcomed br eak and a
chance for the less organised amongst us to do some last minute
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Christmas shopping.  NES Tp were deemed ready to be released
into the community but the community pr obably wasn’ t ready for
NES Tp!  So, after a hard day of bumbling ar ound not doing
much, we just managed to squeeze time in for a few drinks at the
American Sports Bar – the Irish Bar next door wasn’ t open.
Unfortunately, some of the new guys didn’ t make it to this as they
had a GS course to go to instead…shame!

I will briefly mention Sp Sqn’s Christmas Party.  The Christmas
committee did themselves pr oud and everyone made the most of
all the free drinks, the great raffle prizes, decent prizes on the
money tree and a band that seemed to have broken the volume
button on their speakers – or maybe I’m just getting old.  Dancing
was at a high, fighting at a low and it was a good envir onment
with everybody having a great time until the small hours.  Thanks
for the late start by the way.

Congratulations are certainly in order for our formidable leader,
WO1(FofS) Ceaser who has just been selected for a commission.
Actually, NES Tp itself has been a hive of activity with regards to
chopping and changing personnel.  First, I’d like to say good bye
and good luck to a few of the old faces; Cpl Johnson who leaves
us for Gutersloh, LCpl Baily who has gone to Blandfor d on
promotion as has LCpl Dubickas who has finally managed to
escape NES Tp and moved to 2 Sig Regt in York.  Also to SSgt
Sirignano who has not gone quite so far, only one building away

in fact, so for him, it’ s less of a goodbye but mor e of a ‘au revoir’!
To all of you, I hope you get what you want out of your new jobs
and all the best for the futur e.

On to the new faces, LCpl Pratap Gurung , LCpl Maguir e, LCpl
Allen , LCpl Attiwell and Sig Brady-Lavis who are all fresh from
the factory and raring to go – little do they know – so good luck

to you all.  Also, welcome to SSgt Paul Br own from 229 Sig
Sqn and Sgt Andy Butterfield who has joined us from The
White Helmets.

We celebrated this end of year shake up with a meal at
Nostos, the fantastic Gr eek restaurant in Bruggen which was
a good opportunity for everyone to be pr operly introduced
and get to know each other better without the confines of
being in work and having to pr etend to actually be doing
some work!  NES Tp has a busy couple of months ahead
this year with Second Line Inspections and pr eparing for
RSIT’s impending visit, however, we are still hoping to be
granted a little free time to build a Tp snowman and have an
impromptu snowball fight.  

REGIMENTAL MT - by Sgt Hopkinson

The soldiers of the MT have hit the ground running after the
Christmas and New Year break.  As always the dept has
numerous on going projects that are keeping everyone busy.
The Christmas period flew by in a rush of festivities and the
Tp enjoyed a function organised by Cpl ‘Monty’
Montgomery .  All attending had a very enjoyable evening,
so once again thanks Cpl Montgomery .

The next few months are packed with work and some gr eat
adventure training possibilities for the lads as well.  January has
seen Cpl ‘Revs’ Revelly attend his JCLM in Blandfor d, we
wished him good luck and look forwar d to his return and the war
stories that will follow – pull up a sandbag!   W e also say
goodbye to LCpl ‘Taff’ Dowle who is off to 7 Armd Bde HQ & Sig
Sqn, we wish him good luck and every success in his new post.
The MTO, Capt Watt has also been away at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst for most of January completing the LEOC
Course and learning how to be ‘a pr oper officer’, SSgt ‘Johno’
Johnson is now eagerly awaiting his return, along with his cherry
red moleskins.

The months ahead will be busy as usual for the MT, especially
with the forthcoming LSI in mid-February .  But we will push on
through with our usual enthusiasm and team work and look
forward to a function or ganised by LCpl Cook at the end of the
LSI and another chance for the members of the Regt MT to let
their hair down.  

Members of NES Troop shopping in Koln Christmas Market

CO Lt Col SL Copley
RSM WO1(RSM) A Watkins

The pace of work and change continues in abundance acr oss the
Regt, no less so than throughout RHQ.  Maj Richar d Craig has
taken on the mantle of Regimental Ops Officer in addition to his
duties as the ECM Ops Officer as the Regt bids a fond far ewell to
now Lt Col Granville Y eomans who is off to sunnier climes as
the Senior British Officer at the NATO CIS School, Latina, Italy.
Maj Adam Shakespear e has given up the life of garden parties
with the Queen to step up to the plate and become the Regt 2IC
as Maj Paul Smith leaves on promotion to become SO1 Delivery
in BATCIS IPT.  Last but by no means least, Capt Taff Jones has
moved on to a new career in civilian life with his shoes being filled
by Capt Ian Frame .

Life in RHQ is not all about change though as Capt Duncan
Chamberlain has recently returned from a task in BATUK that

may herald an additional task for the Regt.  Nobody say that the
MOD sponsors safari!

After the busy but rewarding year in 2009 the Regt looks forward
to an equally fulfilling year in 2010 with a look forwar d to the
running the Lanyard trophy.

225 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj B Bingham
SSM WO2(SSM) S Kenny

2009 ended using both our brains and facial hair to raise money
for charity.  Ex BRUNO 118 (named after the two Moustachioed
joggers from the 118 118 adverts) started of f from the September
battle camp wher e Sqn members were encouraged by the OC to
grow their best ‘slug balancing act’.  This ended disastr ously for
some individuals when their attempts wer e captured on film for

10th SIGNAL REGIMENT
CORSHAM
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future mockery and blackmailing; as a Sqn photo of its members
adorning both real and false moustaches was taken before the
‘tash off’ was carried out.  A judging panel of females and an
unnamed male Cpl who could not gr ow facial hair, judged the real
moustaches on their style, originality and unmilitary-ness. Funds
from both the photo and ‘tash of f’ were given to Children in Need. 

Sgt Tweedie and LCpl L ynch also raised £500 more for Children
in Need as they tested the Sqn’s brains to their maximum
capability with a pub quiz and rank sale at the Sqn’ s favourite on-
camp bar, The Half Crown.

Everyone in the Sqn was relieved to find that LCpl Yaxley came
away with no injuries from a nasty road traffic accident.   While
driving the duty wheels, he was for ced off the road by a civilian
driver.  He had to use a hedge, a field and an old farmhouse as a
break to stop, so it was not surprising to find the car was a write
off.  If walking away from the accident was not lucky enough, a
police car had witnessed the entir e incident as it was travelling
behind LCpl Yaxley at the time.

Deployments for the Sqn continue to both Iraq and Afghanistan
with many soldiers undertaking their first op tours while LCpl Dan
Thomas managed a 6 week attachment to Kenya as an IS Engr.
The New Year started rapidly with fitness being stepped up to get
over the Christmas leave bulges!  Some of the Sqn went skiing
but most stayed down to earth with some good old fashioned
loaded marches, boot runs and fartleks to get their fitness back
to pre-Christmas levels.

January brought us MATTs wash up which included a range day
at Ballykinler.  It was a perfect day for shooting with warm
weather, no wind, clear skies and sunshine which was quite
refreshing after all the snow.  After grouping and zeroing the Sqn
shot the Infantry APWT.  The real aim of doing the harder shoot
was to select the shooting team.  The best shots ar e now in
training for the Regimental shooting competition and ar e focused
on winning the CO’s cup.

241 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj SJF Ing
SSM WO2(SSM) PS Belcher

SURGING – IT’S A TOUGH LIFE FOR AN INST TECH!

Toward the end of 2009 241 Sig Sqn were tasked with deploying
a surge team out to Brunei in order to flood wir e 2 buildings,
conduct cable pulls, install several dr op wires and move comms
equipment within the Permanent Joint Operating Base.  Sgt
Green led a 7 person team on what was supposed to be a 4
week deployment.  However, at the last minute the surge was cut
short by a week and so the team wer e forced to work particularly
hard and put in extended hours to ensur e that the tasks were
completed on time and to a high standar d – and to ensure they
got to spend their weekends in Malaysia and enjoy some of the
adventurer training treats the base had to of fer!

A couple of months later and another sur ge team was deployed,
this time to Diego Garcia, led by Sgt Mark V inten .  The island is
based 7 degrees south of the Equator, just below the Maldives
and forms part of the British Indian Ocean Territories.  There are
approximately 40 British Military personnel based on the island
most of whom ar e Royal Marines.  The rest of the personnel are
made up of the US Military, as the base is loaned out to the
Americans as a US Naval Support Facility.  The task for the surge
team involved the installation of 10km of fibr e through various
landscapes, which even included the jungle.  The team wer e
forced to wear their PPE to avoid the hazards, in particular 
falling coconuts!  A new Emergency Operations Centre has been
built which will allow PJHQ to have access to Secur e and
Insecure comms as and when they deploy.  The permanently
based personnel on the island hosted the sur ge team well,
including the Royal Signals Technician Sgt Chris Burr .  In their
down-time the permanent based military personnel ar e able to
enjoy many activities including wakeboar ding, fishing, paint-
balling and excellent gym facilities.  This very disgruntled sur ge
team would like point out that much to the amusement of the
Brunei surge team, that due to a very demanding work schedule
and dodgy pits and ducts, they wer e not able to enjoy any of
these activities!

243 SIG SQN

OC Maj NH Smikle
SSM WO2(SSM) P Alfor d

OPERATIONS SUPPORT TROOP - by LCpl Andrew Luckman

The last 3 months have been extremely busy for the Tp although
the Christmas Stand Down period gave everyone a well earned
rest prior to picking up the r eigns for Project Hyperion and the
move of HQLF to Andover.  It has been good to see that although
busy, the Sqn has been able to get guys away on courses and
adventure training in this time. 

Before Christmas we had 2 good events, the Sqn Christmas
Function in Salisbury and the Juniors Christmas function.  The
Sqn function in Town was a great night out, very well organised
by Cpl Steven Lawr ence , with plenty of wine and food to go
round.  The Juniors Christmas function, or ganised by Cpl Chris
Dooks was even more of a success, as there were more seniors
and officers to wait on than ther e were juniors, so good work
from him to make the seniors and of ficers do something for once!
LCpl Ross May has been nominated for the 2012 Olympics as
javelin thrower due to his display of brussel spr out throwing – at
the GSM no less.  Early knock off and free drinks at the bar
followed a great way to celebrate the winter stand down.  

As most people are probably aware, Land Forces HQ is moving
to Andover in Project Hyperion, which 243 Sig Sqn ar e taking a
major part in.  Naturally this means that we are also moving to
Andover and to assist in this changeover period a visit to the site
was organised, where we were able to investigate the working
practices and see the changes that ar e almost upon us.  It does
mean a significant change to the way we work, including open
offices (should be fun sharing an office with 1 stars!), hot desking
and swipe card access to certain buildings.  Mor e importantly, as
of yet there is no junior mess or accommodation, but this will be
completed by the end of 2010 ‘appar ently’.   

In Wilton things are still manic though, with the Test and Release
Sect headed up by Sgt Des Simpson, providing the final release
and compliance test to softwar e applications befor e they are
introduced into service for use by the wider Army .  Over 50
application installation scripts have been checked, so the lads ar e
understandably busy.  As is now standard for the Tp, new arrivals
have been packed off on civilian IT courses and have to endure a
steep learning curve.  Typically once these have been overcome,
the guys are moving on into the Land Forces Environment
working on the Active dir ectory and system admin tools, including
coming up with bespoke tools, such as the r ecent solution for
manning at Upavon.  This has been great experience using tools
such as Oracle and DHCP. Brunei Surge Team enjoying work
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Sgt Law’ s sect Ops and Ex has been busy with the migration of
the SharePoint sites from the LAND servers to the LAND
FORCES servers.  The continuing support of Standing Joint
Command (SJC) has also kept the sect busy; notable highlights
include the creation of sites and technical support for the r ecent
swine flu pandemic, the floods in Cumbria and mor e recently the
problems brought about by the heavy snow .  

In more recent news Ops and Ex have also ceased their support
to JAMC in South Cerney, ending its long association with the
SLE and 29 Regt RLC.  This support is no longer required as
South Cerney has now (at long last) been fitted out with DII (F)
and DII SECRET.  

For the Tps’ Inst Techs, planning has now been completed and
the work started for the camp’ s move to Andover which will be
our main job over the next few months.  In November we carried
out the pit and duct surveys for this and have started our r ecords
package for the camp, next in February we will be pulling mor e
fibre into these pits and also sending Inst Techs to Andover daily
to continue cr eating the records. 

The Sqn played its part in Ex SNOW WARRIOR in January as
LCpl Ross May and Sig Chris Mer edith went to Bavaria for 2
weeks on a snow survival course which included building snow
shelters, avalanche awareness and survival, search and rescue
techniques and of course, skiing.

For Sig Mer edith this was his second time to the ski r esort,
Oberjoch, picking up his Advanced ski pr oficiency qualification
with LCpl May awarded his Basic.  WO2(SSM) Alfor d, Cpl Steve
Lawrance and LCpl
Kerry Graham also
departed on the course
for 2 weeks.  WO2
Alfor d instructed the
basic courses in the
picturesque area of
Bavaria and Cpl
Lawr ence and LCpl
Graham both worked
towards their Basic ski
proficiency.

As ever the Sqn made
its annual effort to raise
money for Children in
Need at HQLF by
dressing up and
collecting money for the
charity.  LCpl Ross May
was dressed as Pudsey
Bear, which the boss’s
dog didn’ t think much
of, Cpl Steve Lawr ence

going for the Wolverine attire, LCpl Kerry Graham as a fairy and
LCpl Mudd going for the Wonder Woman approach.  Normally
money is raised by cars coming onto camp stopping and giving
money if they wish, this changed however when LCpl May stood
in front of the traf fic, dancing and for cing the drivers to pay up to
make him stop!  Cuddles and pecks on the cheek wer e offered
for large sums of money from both LCpl Graham and LCpl
Mudd .  LCpl Paul Shaw organised the event and took photos for
the Sqn, which was a great huge success raising well over a
£1000 for the charity.

Congratulations 

Ops Sp Tp would like to congratulate Cpl Simon Crabtr ee for his
new born son named Logan and Sig Gavin Ackrill for his new
born daughter named Chloe .  We all hope the best for them and
their children. 

ALPHA TROOP 

Alpha Tp continues in its preparation for its new role when it will
re-subordinate to 38 (IRISH) Bde.  Though reducing in size, the
Tp has been involved at many levels including support to op
surges, Community Engagement activities, recruiting events and
job fairs while enjoying the balmy November weather adventur e
training in Northern Ireland.  As the outflow of personnel starts to
slow down as we meet the desir ed manning levels, we are
starting to get people moving in as well as out.  However we do
say farewell to LCpl ‘Stu’ Dalzell and LCpl ‘Dave’ Russell , who
both move on pr omotion – congratulations to you both and best
wishes for the future from the Tp to all who have departed for
new challenges.

ADVENTURE TRAINING IN BALLYKINLER
- by LCpl Liam Knight

Alpha Tp held an adventurous training week at Ballykinler from 16
– 20 November organised by Sgt ‘Paul’ Haywar d, which saw the
Tp partake in many activities.  Day 1 was rock climbing which
created the most bizarre event.  The Tp went on their merry way
leaving Lisburn heading for Ballykinler eagerly looking forward to
the week ahead.  On arrival we were told that due to the adverse
weather conditions, we would be using an indoor climbing wall,
which was in Lisbur n!  So with much shaking of heads and
morale being encouraged by Sgt Rod Rouchy , we headed back
to Lisburn and started climbing.  Star of the r ock climbing was
Cpl Paul ‘the monkey’ Colling who scaled the indoor climbing
wall in a record time of just over 22 secs!  LCpl May showing his on piste talent 

LCpl Mudd dr essing for the weekend! Cpl Colling climbs the wall in r ecord time
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Cpl Dave Moorhead used his new qualified skills in the open
boating with J tur ns, draw-strokes and bow cutting manoeuvr es
being the flavour of the day for everyone except Cpl Eric
Richar ds who managed to master a new bow str oke and threw
himself in the water more often than he stayed in the boat.  Other
activities included surf kayaking for the brave, although the OC
has been informed that the surfing actually was mor e like an
inland paddle!  On the last day the Tp was intr oduced to
bouldering or ‘r ock climbing horizontally’ accor ding to LCpl Devs
Devey.  Everyone thoroughly enjoyed it, although LCpl Francis
Lyness didn’ t manage to make it round the first cor ner!  Good
instructors helped to make the adventur e training fun for
everyone and a big thanks goes to the AT staff in Ballykinler.

251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj A Crapper
SSM WO2(SSM) East

EXERCISE WINTER TEARS - by 2Lt Brendan Naugton

This year’s Ex WINTER TEARS was as varied and unpredictable
an ex as the weather which accompanied it.  The aim was to
develop JNCOs and give them experience of working in a multi-
agency environment.  The week itself emphasised the value of
robust leadership, physical courage and mental agility .

Great pains were taken to keep the ex itinerary secret so that
syndicates had no idea what awaited them when stepping of f
their transport.  Physical activities ranged fr om a ‘gun run’ around
Pippingford Park in the rain, to a ‘retreat from Moscow’ type
event on the Aldershot Training Area.  Both were interspersed
with an array of command tasks that included a river cr ossing in
a makeshift raft that would have made the A Team proud.

Various fears were overcome via the High Wire Assault Course at
RMAS and the Helicopter Crash Simulator at RNAS Yeovilton.
The latter concluded with an impact at speed in complete
darkness whilst spinning submer ged under 20 ft of water.
Fortunately our Sigs emerged, albeit more like a gaggle of
drowned rodents.

The ‘community phase’ of the ex utilised the Sqn’ s unique
working relationship with the emergency services.  We were
fortunate to be given an insight into the workings of the Fir e and
Prison services – the latter also serving as a useful deterrent!  A
highlight of the week was partaking in public or der training with
the Metropolitan Police at their Specialist Training Centre in
Gravesend.  Having survived a football riot in their purpose built
village, a petrol bombing, the baton gun range and an arr esting
encounter with a 7 ft behemoth known as ‘The Fr eak,’ the Sqn

underwent some enforced bonding via a collective ‘tasering,’
much to the SSM’s immense glee.

The whole week was a unique experience and a good end to
2009 for the Sqn.  Whilst it undoubtedly placed many outside
their comfort zone, it gave everyone the chance to over come
fears and redefine their own limits and expectations.  The ex
succeeded in building a gr eat esprit de corps, and above all else
it gave soldiers an opportunity to partake in something they
would not or dinarily have the chance to do.   

Aim at the fire, not the other fireman!

251 getting hot under the collar

11th SIGNAL REGIMENT
BLANDFORD

CO Lt Col JAL V osper
RSM WO1(RSM) Mickey Y endell

The Regt has had a busy couple of months post the
reorganisation with ECI, BOO and a 2nd Party Audit.  We say a
fond farewell to the stand in Adjt, Capt Dave Phillips and
welcome Capt Anna Lewis into the job.

1 (OUSTON) SQUADRON

OC Maj RB Pun Queens Gurkha Signals
SSM WO2(SSM) A Doe

TOUGH GUY - by Sgt Durrans

Six members of 1 Sqn, organised by Sgt Dave Durrans and Cpl
Andy Hall , once again went forth to triumph in the mighty T ough
Guy competition to raise money for Myeloma Cancer Resear ch. The 1 Sqn Tough Guys
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It was 8 miles of sheer physical pain for some.  Trying to gasp for
breath after taking the plunge of f the 15ft plank into the icy cold
water saw the team’s first casualty in Cpl Ross Fer nie, as he was
dragged from the - 8°C waters by the divers.  Cpl Mark Grif fiths
started from the rear in the ‘Dickhead Squad’ and had to play
catch up with the r est of the team who wer e veteran Tough Guys.
WO1 Phil Graham and Sgt Bucky Buckingham insisted on
taking their time and stopped  at every opportunity to pose for
the cameras; now we know why it took them over 3 hours! 

After 2hrs Sgt Dave Durrans had finished the course followed by
Cpl Andy Hall 3 mins later.  Trying to drink the lovely hot
chocolate at the finish line you couldn’ t help missing your mouth
as you stood there shaking like someone going into a fit!  Would
we do it again?  Now; yes, but at the finish line; hell no! 

HARROGATE CUP - VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONS ! 
- by Sig Knowles

After work the team and I went down to the gym to start the inter -
sqn volleyball competition, which was part of the Harr ogate Cup.
We were the first team on against Ulster Tp and also in my team
were Sig Weatherall , Sig Agar , Sig Wilby , Sig Kent , Sig
Crooke , Sig Smith and Sig Bur nett .  We played extremely well
in the first game, winning 21 – 11.  The game against the
permanent staff was more difficult, as by the end of the 8 min
game it was a draw which went into sudden death, with the next
point winning.  It was a close one but we won the game 18 – 17.
The final was the next game for us and it was against Lightning
Tp.  The game started off evenly and we then managed to pull
ahead.  Then Lightning Tp pulled level with 1 min remaining but
we dug deep as a team and pulled back ahead and won the
game 18 – 14.  As a team we played very well and gained the
result we wanted.  

ALPINE SKIING 2009/10

11 Sig Regt put in a sterling performance at the Corps Alpine Ski
Championships, 14 November – 12 December 09, coming away
with many trophies.  We took a team of 10 skiers which included
5 Phase 2 soldiers; 3 of whom had never skied befor e.  Breaking
our streak of only managing 4th place, the A team, comprising
Capt Jo Godfr ey, SSgt Dan Smith , Sig Neil Harper and Mr
Mark Geddes , finished in 3rd place in the overall combination
competition, 3r d in team slalom and 4th in team GS.  Individually
we also did very well with particular success for our novice
skiers.  Despite a difficult first day on snow , which saw him throw
his teddy out of the pram in frustration, Sig Ian Duggins won 1st
GS novice, 2nd GS junior,1st slalom novice, 2nd slalom junior and
was first overall combination novice; for which he won a pair of
skis and poles.  His arch rival was fellow Phase 2, Sig Ryan Bull
who finished closely behind Sig Duggins, winning 2nd GS
novice, 2nd overall combination novice as well as the Most
Improved trophy.  On a more humorous note Capt ‘Pedr o’
Wilson won the prestigious ‘best dob’ awar d. 

The Alpine Ski team then went on to have a successful Div Ski
Championships at Ex SPARTAN HIKE, 10 – 19 January 2010 in
Serre Chevalier, France.  We finished a creditable 6th overall, with
SSgt Smith winning 2nd Combination Veteran, 2nd Super G
Veteran and 2nd Downhill Veteran.  Capt Godfr ey, SSgt Smith
and Sig Harper all qualified for Ex LIONS CHALLENGEand
moved further up the Serre Chevalier valley to experience the
longer and more technical courses of the Army Championships.
Although we all benefitted fr om the race experience we did not
return with any silverware; finally accepting that we wer e totally
outclassed!  Overall it’s been a really successful Alpine season; a
strong Corps and Divisional Championships r esulting in
successful qualification to the Army Championships and yet again
the Regt has introduced more novice Phase 2 soldiers to Alpine
racing.

2 (CATTERICK) SQUADRON

OC Maj Andy Wilson
SSM WO2(SSM) Al Fraser

IRON TROOP

OC Lt Loz Wilmor e
Tp SSgt SSgt Neil Grainger

EXERICISE CATTERICK DEFENCE - by Cpl Mark Barclay

On 20 November 2009, members of 2 Sqn deployed to Bramley
Training Area for a military skills weekend.  It was a chance for
the Phase 2 soldiers to revise skills already learned during
training and to learn new ones alongside Phase 3 Upgraders
acting as the sect comds.

The ex opening address was given by SSgt Neil Grainger on the
arrival of the troops who had deployed late on Friday .  They were
then swiftly split down into 3 Pls led by Sgt Nar esh, Cpl Bishwa
and Cpl Ben Carter who were all filling in as Pl Sgts and a
slightly bigger than sect size enemy composition led by LCpl
Matty Elliott .  The Pls then left for their first locations with 1 Pl
going to the FOB led by Sgt Nar esh, and 2 and 3 Pls to the
Echelon hangar.  The troops would spend their next 13 hrs ther e
conducting various ops and missions given to them by Capt Jim
Boyden in the FOB, and Lt Laur ence Willmor e in the Echelon
hangar.

Over the course of the weekend the tr oops were getting tested to
the limits, constantly conducting patr ols, VCPs and conducting
the daily tasks of defending a FOB.  The enemy were subjected
to countless ruthless ambushes, and these wer e delivered with
some ‘creative flare’ as the plan met with contact. The soldiers
and the JNCOs that lead them coped well with the rapid tempo
of the exercise, and all were able to refresh themselves on some
vital, basic military skills.  

End Ex was called at 1230 hrs on Sunday to the delight of the
troops who had shown that they could operate in times of str ess
and with very limited rest. It was a peaceful bus jour ney home.

BEAUFIGHTER TROOP 

OC WO1 Mark Morgan
Tp SSgt SSgt Matt Lee

The pace has been fast over the last couple of months in
Beaufighter Tp.  Cpl Holmes was posted into the Tp in October
09 and hit the ground running by completing the AASAA course
as a welcome to the Tp. There he was met by Cpl Pr octer , also
on the AASSA course, and given a warm feeling about life in
Blandford.  

Congratulations to Sgt Gaz Stewart on his promotion; he is
moving to 202 Sig Sqn, 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt.  Beaufighter
Tp wish him and Karen all the best at Bulford. 
The Tp also took an active role in a Sqn charity event, raising
money for both military and local charities.  This involved a har dThe A Team collect medals at prize-giving on Ex Mercury Glacier XIII  
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combination of r owing, biking and running over a long distance
and period.  Well done to all those who took part in that event
and special mention to the Tp Comd, WO1 Morgan for winning
the Tp rowing competition on the day .  After the welcome
Christmas leave period, the Tp came back fr esh and ready for
new challenges.  January has seen qualification courses attended
and final preparations for the re-vamped 2 Sqn military training
plan starting in February 2010.   

RHINO TROOP

OC WO1 Jase Lawer
Tp SSgt SSgt Shaun Hutson

EXERCISE CATTERICK CRACKER - by Cpl Ben Carter

On 28 November, 2 (Catterick) Sqn embarked on an epic journey
that would see us cover the distance between Blandfor d and the
most northerly point accessible by r oad in the UK, Bluejibs on the
Shetland Island of Unst.  However, none of the Sqn actually left
Blandford.  

We were taking part in Ex CATTERICK CRACKER, a charity event
designed to raise money for the Army Benevolent Fund and the
Blandford Opportunity Gr oup.  The latter is a local group that
helps the development of childr en with special needs from birth
to 5 years. 

To cover the distance, some 830 miles, we borr owed exercise
machines from the gym so we would r ow, run, cycle and ski to
Bluejibs.  We started at 0800hrs and the cut of f time would be
1800hrs so we would have to keep up a good pace.  The
exercise machines were positioned outside 3 busy shops in
Blandford town centr e which ensured maximum coverage for
donations from the generous Christmas shoppers.

After a measured start – the Blandford bypass was closed and
movement to and from camp was very laboured – the event got
underway.  The three Tps were determined to be the Tp who
covered the most distance.  This gave the event an air of
competitiveness which caused the OC of Beaufighter Tp, WO1
Morgan , to protest that his exercise machines where not as good
as Rhino Tp.

Throughout the day the Tps kept their morale up by going to a
charity shop and dr essing up like drag queens, namely Sigs
Martin , Davis , Gornall and Godding .  This brought more
attention to the event and undoubtedly mor e donations.  Towards
the end of the day, the weather turned for the worse but the lads
and lasses kept plodding on, their ef fort was noticed by the
general public who commented positively on their excellent ef fort.

Ex CATTERICK CRACKER was a great success.  The target
distance was achieved with 1 hr 30 mins to spar e.  Rhino Tp
managed to travel the furthest distance, an impr essive 100km
further than Beaufighter Tp and Iron Tp.  All in, the Sqn raised
£2500 and the charities where truly grateful.

3 (HARROGATE) SQUADRON

OC Maj Emma Bruce
SSM WO2 Rob Luke

The Sqn has been a rather hectic place to work during the last
few months with the r eorganisation of 11 Sig Regt and the Royal
School of Signals.  However we are now getting used to the idea
and things are beginning to settle down.  W e said a sad goodbye
to the OC, Maj Rhidian Jones who has moved many miles to be
the Regimental 2IC.  We give a warm welcome to his wife, Maj
Emma Bruce as our new OC.  To be honest we do not think
things will dif fer that much as she was always the boss anyway!!

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION - by Sig Lewis

After yet another clean sweep of all the available silverware within
the Regt, 3 Sqn refused to take their foot of f the gas and ensured

the year went out with a bang!  AFC Bour nemouth was the lucky
host of our ‘Wild West’ themed Christmas function.  The idea
must have been SSgt ‘Tank’ Anderson’ s as he is a bit of a
cowboy!  As everyone started to gather WO2(SSM) Rob Luke
raised his eyebrows at the fancy dr ess, especially Sig ‘Tink’
Hudson and Sig ‘Carli Marley’ Mantack as cows with their
udders on display!  The atmosphere began to build, with songs,
cheers and laughter – we were on our way to a well deserved
party!  Unfortunately for Cpl ‘Craig’ Gar dner he lost miserably in
3 games of “Spoof” which cost him 3 r ounds before even arriving
at Bournemouth...hard times!

We finally arrived at AFC Bournemouth and everyone keen to wet
the whistle with a cold pint!  Soon enough bottles of wine filled
the tables and the tucker looked amazing.  It was not long befor e
we had a couple of hundr ed stuffed squaddies sitting back and
rubbing their stomachs.  Cpl Mark Middlemiss took his place on
the microphone, popped a few diabolical jokes befor e getting the
party under way...fair play, he tried! 

Within an hour of the music starting, the dance floor was full and
SSgt Anderson got in touch with his youth and had a dance of f
with yours truly.  It was a privilege to show him how it was done
and send him off with his tail between his legs!  But he wasn’ t the
only shocking dancer, Cpls Lofty Berry and Mark Middlemiss
could do with a few pointers too!

SSgt ‘Flo’ W atts had some trouble with the bucking bull......but
it’s the taking part that counts!  Sig ‘Colby’ Carr (now a member
of 2 Sqn, poor lad) rose above the rest with the best time of the
night.  The raffle was outstanding and I won a digital camera, Sig
Alan King got an IPod Touch and Sig Carr ran away with the 1p.

As I mentioned before there was a variety of costumes, and of
course the best dressed would be rewarded for their efforts!  And
of all the people who would make the most of the bottle of
champagne on the night, it was the winner Sig Casey Allsopp . 

As the saying goes, “time flies when you’r e having fun” and
before long the bar was dry and it was time to call it a night.
When the transport arrived nobody actually wanted to leave,
however as disciplined soldiers we all formed up with no fuss
what so ever...... ha ha!

CHARITY BOXING NIGHT - by Cpl Paul Gardner

After an extremely close and eventful inter-sqn Boxing
Competition the week befor e, Pte ‘Sid’ Cummins and I prepared
the selected team for the charity competition against 11 T rg Bn
REME.  After losing our charity fight last year to 3(UK) Div HQ &
Sig Regt, we were determined not to r epeat the past.

The ring was set and all of our boxers were up and at ’em for
0600hrs in the morning.  The nerves built throughout the day
while we were all waiting for the first bout that evening.  The

Sigs Hudson, Lewis and Mantack show off their fancy dr ess at the
Christmas function!
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music was sounding and morale was high as the team pr epared
themselves in their own ways.  With the aid of Sigs Leon Carr ,
Callum Mulholland and Lewis W aryck , the first fighter Sig ‘BH’
Bethel-Hancock , who spends as much time on the sun beds as
she does in the gym, warmed up.  This contest was personal for
her as she had spent time in 11 Trg Bn REME before seeing the
light and transferring to the Royal Signals!

The gym was packed and the atmospher e was high.  As the piper
began, 11 Sig Regt entered dressed in black and in the blue
corner.  The cheers and screams for blood came instantly as Sig
Bethel-Hancock entered the ring.  In came her opponent, her
eyes full of intensity.  The bout got underway and you could see
the emotion had taken over Sig Bethel-Hancock and within the
first round the referee stopped the contest.  W e were 1 – 0 down
and this hit us like a bucket of ice cold water .   It was déjà vu.  

This first lost only made our team mor e determined.  The second
bout got of f to a flying start with Sig Dermaine of 2 Sqn
producing a polished performance and outclassing his opponent,
bringing the score level.  The tension was beginning to mount for
the coaches; you could tell it was going to be close.  The next 3
bouts up to the interval saw 11 Trg Bn REME go ahead by one,
once more.

Sig ‘Beef ’ Heath of 3 Sqn was up next and he knew what he
needed to do.  Going fr om strength to strength he came out at
the bell with a ferocity never seen before.  His aggression was
intense but his skills stayed slick, showing the REME fighter just
how tough we are with an impressive KO.  The score was all
square again.  The REME came back so it was up to Sig Binks to
get us back on track.  He decided to take his opponent to school
with slick skills and gr eat movement giving him an apparently
easy victory.  

The atmosphere was tense for the last bout, the clincher that
everyone was waiting to see.  Sig ‘Gaz’ Northam entered and
the crowd went wild.  Just befor e the bell it seemed so quiet that
you could have heard a pin drop.  Unfortunately his opponent
had a height and reach advantage, and his style was so
unorthodox and aggr essive that it proved a little too much for Sig
Northam .  A slip and a push saw Sig Northam go down, giving
the REME a KO victory.  

Devastating.  Although it was a loss, it did not take away anything
from the event.  With a large amount of money raised for the
Army Benevolent Fund, both teams were cheered and praised for
the valiant efforts in the ring.   

The Royal Signals show the REME how it is done!

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT 
(ELECTRONIC W ARFARE)

HAVERFORDWEST

14 SIGNAL REGIMENT (ELECTRONIC WARFARE)

CO Lt Col TJ Carmichael
RSM WO1(RSM) G Topps

The Regt has again had a busy few months since the last edition
of The Wire.  223 Sig Sqn (EW) is still deployed on Op HERRICK
11 in support of 11 Lt Bde, while 237 Sig Sqn (EW) has been
training hard in preparation for their upcoming departur e for
Afghanistan.  Since their return to Brawdy in September 09, 245
Sig Sqn (EW) have now fully recovered after their POTL and have
taken over the SLE/VHR commitment while concurr ently
supporting the Regt’ s other tasks.  226 Sig Sqn (EW) have started
training in earnest to supply 16 Air Asslt Bde their much needed
EW support at the same time as Ops and Support Sqns continue
to provide the ‘power to the punch’.  

226 SIGNAL SQUADRON (ELECTRONIC WARFARE)

OC Maj B Fitch
SSM WO2(SSM) M Collins

CO’S CHRISTMAS PT/AEROBICS 
- by LCpl Wood and Sig Avison

After the success of the Regimental Christmas Day, it was the
Gym’s responsibility to make sur e all personnel were fully
hydrated and free of alcohol before departing the camp for leave!
It was decided by the PTIs, and agreed by the APTCI that we
would have a Christmas themed Aerobics session with
mandatory Christmas fancy dr ess.  

The hour long session was lead by Sig Treblecock and her 2
lovely, fresh from the factory, PTIs, LCpl ‘Kids Frame’ Caine and

LCpl ‘W oodlar’ W ood .  Those mean, green, keen, fighting
machines that chose to be scr ooges and refused to dress up,
were ‘volunteered’ to participate in a gruelling Tactical Advance to
Battle (TAB) on the airfield.  The fancy dress came in all shapes,
sizes and styles!  We had the original Army issued thermals
wrapped in tinsel for ef fect, the CO, Lt Col Carmichael , dressed
as a Christmas tree with working lights, the RSM, WO1 Topps, as
the Incredible Hulk with a Santa hat as well as a sheep, some
presents and even an igloo!  

PTIs LCpl Sheerin , Sig Avison and Sig Rivers decided to give
the rest of the Regt an early Christmas present for all their hard
work throughout the year by serving them with fr ee water and
chocolates, dressed as Chippendales!  Not only that, baby oil
was used for the full effect.  Unfortunately for the new PTIs
amongst us, while they were on course, the rest of the Gym Staff
had decided that all PTIs would be dr essed as pink fairies.  So
they got a bit of a shock to find out that come the PT session,
they were the only 2 actually wearing pink tutus!

After an hour of steps, tur ns, twirls and the famous “squaddie 2
step”, it’ s safe to say the Regt had thoroughly enjoyed the
session and were ready to start their long jour neys home.  The
session was a great success, all thanks to the fabulous,
gorgeous, hard working, spectacular and massive Gym Staf f of
14 Sig Regt.

THE PNCO CADRE COURSE - by LCpl Milson

The 14 Sig Regt PNCO cadre began on a cold January morning.
Hidden away in a classroom were 31 students listening to various
briefs covering all aspects of the upcoming course and the
standards expected of us.  Unfortunately , this comfort wasn’ t to
last and soon enough we were parading outside the gym r eady to
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run a 2.4 km route best effort.  Once complete, the r esults gave
the DS a chance to see the varying fitness levels of the students
and to form four uniform sects.  For the r emainder of the first
week we completed command tasks, several discussion gr oups,
a series of presentations on leadership principles and basic
soldiering skills, our own 5 min pr esentations on random topics
and 2 Practical Leadership Development sessions.  These saw
the sects compete against each other in a bur den retrieval and a
race involving CEFO, burdens, command tasks, str etchers,
mental agility tasks and of course, plenty of running!

The start of the second week began on Satur day 23 January with
a quick kit inspection then straight on the coach to Sennybridge,
or “Sennyfridge” as the lads liked to call it, for the ex phase and
after 2 non tactical days, we moved into a Forwar d Operating
Base (FOB).  From here various patrols were launched and this
gave everyone a chance to be a Sect 2IC.  The patrols came in
many different forms, all covering skills pr eviously learnt such as
prisoner handling, vehicle ambushes, sect attacks and casualty
evacuations.  Needless to say, when we returned to the FOB
each day and got into r outine, the enemy didn’ t let up and we
were attacked at all hours of the night. Two days into the ex, LCpl
Luke Mortimer’ s helmet started getting quite a name for itself,
with it rolling down an embankment into a river and then on the
same night falling from the top of his ber gen, smashing LCpl
Milson in the face and nearly breaking his nose!  The final day
saw the troops getting formally tested on the duties of a 2IC in
the field and once complete we wer e back on the buses en route
to Brawdy.

On return to camp, we wer e pleased to hear that all students had
successfully passed the course.  This meant that all the acting
LCpls could be made substantive and that those selected for
promotion would soon be wearing the rank.

237 SIGNAL SQUADRON (ELECTRONIC WARFARE)

OC Maj W Holbr ook
SSM WO2(SSM) M Fairclough

SQUADRON CONFIRMATORY FIELD EXERCISE (CFX)
- by LCpl Pavelczyk

The CFX was an ex of firsts for me and a lot of my colleagues.  It
took place at STANTA, close to Norfolk, wher e some of the open

land has been utilised to aid in our training.  On the training ar ea
they have built replica towns and villages to r epresent
Afghanistan and there was also a large part of the area that was
designated the ‘Green Zone’.  Every detail was meant to imitate
what it would be like on tour .  Well, except for the weather!

It was the first chance we had been given to do our job along
side the infantry units we will be deploying with on Op HERRICK
12.  Not only was it the first chance we got to see how the
infantry function whilst on ops, but it was also a chance for us to
show them how vital we ar e to the Afghan theatre.  Throughout
the duration of the CFX, it was not only our trade skills that wer e
tested, but also other skills we had obtained thr ough Pre-
Deployment Training (PDT).  We often found ourselves not only
doing our trade, but also having to employ the basic infantry skills
and drills we had learned as part of the sect.  Taking part in fire
fights and casualty extraction wer e just some of the highlights of
this high tempo and challenging ex.  The phrase you are always
told at basic training, ‘you’r e a soldier first, tradesman second’,
had never really rung true until now!

This ex was the first opportunity we had been given to work with
Afghan interpreters which sometimes pr oved to be somewhat of
a challenge!  It was often very difficult to extract what was useful
intelligence and what was worthless.  Working with people fr om
different nations, especially those whose first language isn’ t
English, is always difficult; however, having an abundance of
patience will help the intelligence gathering pr ocess.  Overall, the
ex was a huge amount of fun but at the same time it was a huge
learning curve for everyone.  Having learnt all these new skills,
the Sqn are certainly well prepared and very excited about the
prospect of deploying to put them into practice. 

245 SIGNAL SQUADRON (ELECTRONIC WARFARE)

OC Maj M Crinnion
SSM WO2(SSM) P Jenkinson

EXERCISE LA TANIA DRAGON - by Cpl Bennett

On 29 January 2010, a number of members from the Regt
deployed to France on Ex LA TANIA DRAGON to take part in a
week of Regimental skiing.  All started well in an agonising 24 hr
drive in the Regt’s ‘luxury’ coach, with some people managing to
sleep, whilst others took advantage of the ferry cr ossing to get

CO’s Christmas PT – The Regiment in fancy dress
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acquainted with the bar and duty fr ee.  When we eventually
arrived at the chalet and after the kit and r ooms had been
allocated, we soon descended on the local town of La T ania to
orientate ourselves with the sights/bars.  Initially we found the
Tiger Bar, which was hosting a band called ‘Bring Y our Sisters’.
The beer was flowing and the music was outstanding, with one
member of the Regt even managing to get a solo singing session
with them! 

On the first morning, we descended onto the slopes to get our
legs in and sort people out into gr oups depending on experience.
By lunchtime, most of us had found their ‘ski legs’, except for the
Health and Safety Officer, Capt Kar en Thompson from WO2
Nick Lean’ s group, who unfortunately managed to cr eam in and
damage her Acruciate Ligament.  By the evening, we were all
feeling relatively knackered from the altitude and retired for a
pleasant evening meal cooked up by our chef.

On Day 2, the Ski Tour proficiency group rolled out with Sgt
Simpson , and with skins attached, they set of f up the hills and
learnt some valuable lessons such as: ‘when traversing acr oss a
slope, stay high and when going down, stay low’.  This was
instantly proved when he went too low whilst going down and
had to force the group back up the slope to avoid going of f a cliff!
Casualty number 2 came along just befor e lunch, again from
WO2 Nick Lean’ s group, when LCpl ‘Taff’ Jones dislocated his
knee, thanks to a magnificent tumble whilst negotiating a huge
mogul field.  We luckily managed to flag a taxi ride fr om a snow
mobile to stretcher him off the piste. 

On Day 3, once again the Ski Touring group were putting in some
serious graft with their skins on, befor e digging a rouge block to
test for avalanches.  WO2 Nick Lean’ s group all got nervous just
before lunch, thinking ‘who was going to next’ on the casualty
list.  Lessons were going very well though and techniques wer e
all improving. Throughout the day, LCpl Emma Gullen’ s ‘falling’
technique was proving very hard to beat, as she always scored
10 out of 10 for catastr ophically bad falls! 

On Day 4, Sgt Simpson decided his group would become one
with nature and tour through a forest, only to underestimate the
density.  An hour later and only 500m further in, everyone was
looking forward to ‘happy hour’ back in town.  The CO, Lt Col
Carmichael , was in the advanced group where he also became
‘one with nature’ with a bit of of f piste skiing, only to crash in to a
tree!  Unfortunately there was no through route so they also had
to tab back up to the piste in waste deep snow .  WO2 Nick
Lean’s group however were casualty free by lunch, but then the
group went of f to sample a ‘black’ slope with LCpl Gullen
scoring a perfect 10 again for going top to bottom in the fastest
time – minus her skis!

On Day 5, the CO ventured out with the Ski Touring group to the
highest peak and sampled some fr esh powder of f piste skiing.
News of the beginners group came through saying how well
they’d picked up skiing and wer e venturing onto red runs.  We
also heard from the advanced group that they had members
finally creaming in, namely LCpl Will Stacey and Sig Pawski,
who left some claret on the slope trying to use his face to stop!
At 1500hrs all the groups met up for a big wacky race style
movement down into Meribel, wher e we retired to a bar for a
meal and to watch a band. The evening was excellent, with
‘dance of fs’ and ‘moshing’ done by all.

Finally Day 6 came and the heavens opened and we got a huge
powder dump. Lt Vicky Langston managed to venture out on to
the slopes for the second day in a r ow after being snowed under
with admin.  Visibility was very poor, but the pistes wer e brilliant
to finish off on.  By the evening we all managed an early knock
off’ to hand back kit and clear r ooms out ready for the 0800hrs
departure.  Once again we all piled into the coach for the r eturn
trip with a slightly nervous start as the drivers fought the snow on
the way down and out onto the open r oad.  As expected, the trip
home was a lot quieter than on the way out, with most of the
troops hibernating all the way back to the UK.  It was a fantastic
expedition which everyone enjoyed – bring on next year.

MY TIME AT 245 SIGNAL SQUADRON - by Cpl Nixon

I have served with the mighty 245 Sig Sqn from July 2006 until
February 2010, this being my second posting to 14 Sig Regt.  I
am now leaving after 3½ fantastic, action packed and extr emely
busy and productive years.  My time started with the Lanyar d
Trophy pretty much straight away and then at the end of 2006,
PDT for OP HERRICK 6 kicked off.  Having previously served with
the Regt and deployed on AGRICOLA and OP TELIC 1, I was
eager to get into the op tour .  HERRICK 6 (March – September
07) was the most challenging thing I have ever done in my career
to date.  I was employed on a Light Electr onic Warfare Team
(LEWT) where the learning curve was practically vertical.  There
were many highs and lows on HERRICK 6; the lowest was the
death of Sgt Barry Keen , who I had known since finishing
training in 1996.  I did however manage to shoot to fame too,
with Ross Kemp in Afghanistan where a tactical tip of f to the
Royal Anglians saved a pl from walking straight into an ambush
and actually turning it around with a subsequent air strike.

After HERRICK 6, I was then ‘selected’ for SLE in the December
of 2007, which meant being on high r eadiness as the Army’s high
readiness EW element.  Towards the end of the period, in May
2008 the SLE was deployed to Kosovo as part of Op V ALERO
during the election season.  The tempo however was much
slower than from HERRICK 6, and I returned in the summer to get
ready for the Regimental Ex GRIFFIN FOCUS.  This was situated
on Stanford Training area where I commanded an Odette platform
(a medium EW sensor) on the airfield.  The ex scenario was
HERRICK based, and went really well with the Sqn living up to its
high standards.  I was even awarded a Regimental plaque for
best specialist!

The next thing on the cards was preparing for the Sqn returning
to Afghanistan for Op HERRICK 10.  With PDT in full swing, each
member of the Sqn had to fight for a place on the FET.  I was
given a highly desirable position of det comd of a Medium
Electronic Warfare Team (MEWT).  Although working a MEWT
isn’t quite as busy as a light team, we still had a fair few
memorable moments, with the PB Comd becoming mor e and
more reliant on our work for G2.  It was gr eat to see EW making
its mark.

I am now at the very end of a busy assignment, and am of f to
pastures new, due to start my second tour at JSSU (Digby).
Going there as a Sgt is going to be a whole new challenge, as my
last posting there was as a LCpl.   I leave the mighty 245 Sig Sqn
and 14 Sig Regt with a whole new take on the Army.  It’s hard to
believe that a single posting can change your outlook on the
Army, but I can honestly say that the last 3½ years have been
rather extraordinary. 

OPERATIONS SQUADRON

OC Maj M Keech BEM
SSM WO2(SSM) A Barber

OPERATIONS SQUADRON - ONE YEAR ON
– by WO2 (SSM) Barber INT CORPS

On 5 January 2009, Ops Sqn was officially stood-up; and Maj
Mick Keech unofficially became the busiest major in the Regt!
Before this date, there had been a rag tag bunch of personnel
hiding in the windowless ivory tower of Ops Block avidly avoiding
contact with the r est of the Regt, whose only mission was to
throw spanners in the smooth operations of the field Sqns, at
least, that was their point of view!  But it came to pass that the
Regt had seen the future and that future was very busy and
would require a change in thought and deed.  Thus from five
Sqns, there came six.  What was HQ Sqn became Sp Sqn, 223
Sig Sqn (EW) was born out of the remnants of 224 Sig Sqn (EW)
and added to the field Sqns of 226, 237 and 245.  245 Sig Sqn
(EW)’s beloved armour was cast of f to CHE and Ops Sqn was
formed from what everyone else didn’ t want or couldn’ t work out
where to put: Romeo Tp, EW Training Team, Training Wing, Trojan
Tp, and the Ops Block.
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The heads were not held any higher than on the Freedom of
Haverfordwest Parade, the first time the Sqn would mar ch as a
formed body of men in its own right.  The first job was to find an
officer to take the Sqn on the parade.  The TOT, Capt Ali
Duncan , was drafted in.  Many secret sword drill lessons were
conducted at the back of the Of ficers Mess and only one ear had
to be re-sewn.  The day of the parade went well until it halted on
the main street and it was here that we realised just how steep it
was; as the downhill leg took all the strain leaving one’ s uphill leg
almost weightless.  This made the next right tur n at the halt a feat
in itself.  The other thing which hadn’ t been taken into account
was that on the day we wer e so far back, it made the logistic
lines of the empire look short, and the enthusiasm of the cr owd
meant that any noise emanating from the band was completely
lost.  We watched in awe as the rest of the parade moved of f and
decided it best to conduct own miniatur e parade and took a more
personal salute at the dais.  Still, it was a very enjoyable and
proud day for the new Sqn.  This was to be Capt Ali Duncan’ s
final starring role as he handed over to Capt Carl Heath during
the summer.     

After this, the Sqn fell more into the normal routine; MATTs Weeks
were run both at Penally and Castlemartin and certain members
of the Sqn got to find out fr om the AIO what kind of dr ess wear
made her feel human on a CACI course and that RAF driver
training is conducted by Stirling Moss judging by the way SAC
Jimmy Harrison drives a minibus! 

With a hierarchy containing so many Of ficers and WOs, the
average age is somewhat more towards fortyish, so the regular
PT sessions can become a bit more like a Chelsea Pensioners’
outing, but the Sqn tends to hold its own ok – sort of.  A lot of
effort is put in and the sessions ar e pretty arduous.  We have
participated in coastal runs, r elays along the coast involving tabs,
burden retrievals and ending in a raft race, and the annual water
sports, water activities day .  We were not doing too badly after
the canoeing and rowing races but then came the raft race!  Sgt
Sammy Sambr ook was the Team Capt, and his hastily
constructed raft raised a few eyebr ows from the OC and the
SSM, but as they weren’t going to be in it, they let him crack on.
It was a tight race for 3rd and 4th, right up until the Sqn’ s raft fell
apart about 70m out!  However by sheer grit and determination,
Sammy led his team in, pulling the raft around the buoy and
beating 226’s Para team in, aided in no small way by the very
accurate broadsides of apples let of f by Sgt Merv Grif fiths !  After
this, the Sqn held its first r eal social function in the garden of
Capt Daphne Br ett and WO1 Ed Mortimer , and a fine evening
of BBQ and beer ensued.  A short walk into town later in the
evening left people feeling slightly dodgy the next day!! 

After 11 months, the design
for the Sqn emblem was
finally decided.  After wide
and varied suggestions, it
was decided that a Bat
would be the basis for the
design, having long been
associated with EW.
Despite the hopes that the
Bacardi Bat might inspir e
sponsorship, the final design
of the profile of a bat in flight
was approved. 

The final social function of
the year was the Christmas
bash held at Picton Castle;
very grand indeed.  Sgt
Wallace Stephenson and his
team did an excellent job of or ganising the evening and I think it
will be remembered for along time to come, if only for the dance
moves.  A sight once seen never forgotten!  But the year was not
officially over until the CO’s PT, which this year was fancy dr ess
aerobics, and the newly-qualified PTI, LCpl Caine showing off his
finely-honed physique in a fairy outfit.  Best outfit of the day had
to be between Sgt Merv Grif fiths in his tight and short kinky Bee

outfit and Cpl Goose Harris for his superb representation of a
Christmas tree. 

So, one year later we are a fully functioning Sqn and we have just
won our first tr ophy in the CO’s Cup for Hockey.  The Team
captained by Flt Sgt John Stocker (aged 68½) and led by Capt
Ian Elliot (at least until the CO joined the team and showed why
he is a CO) beat all-comers with an age difference of at least 20
years and earned Flt Sgt John Stocker his first trophy, ever!  The
Sqn is now in the midst of a huge changeover of manpower; the
SSM slot is being taken on by WO2 Badger Arundel as WO2
Andy Barber moves to 245 Sig Sqn on promotion and the OC is
due to handover to Maj Paul Randall in the summer.  It has been
an interesting and fast-moving year, and hopefully the Sqn can
move on from strength to strength in the future. 

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj C Kidd
SSM WO2(SSM) D Windsor

EXERCISE DONNINGTON DRAGON - by Cpl Rayner

The aim of Ex DONNINGTON DRAGON was to conduct a Ski
Camp for personnel throughout 11 Sig Bde to further their skills
at Alpine Skiing.  We were based in La Tania, surrounded by the
Three Valleys Region of the Alps.

We left from Cawdor Barracks, South Wales at 0900hrs on the
‘Brawdy Bus’ heading towar ds the M4.  After many stops and
many pick-ups later, we arrived at Dover ready for the crossing to
the beautifully boring roads of France.  Twenty one hours after
setting off from Brawdy, we arrived in the chalet clad village of La
Tania to a glorious sunrise.  We transferred the equipment from
the coach to the chalet via a 500m walk in the snow .  On
exploring the chalet, everyone was delighted to find that the
majority of the rooms had only double beds.  This was gr eat
news for the person sharing with Cpl Davis as his 0500hrs snore
was a perfect wake up call!  As the whole gr oup had various
qualifications and dif ferent abilities, the instructor split us down
into groups.  Equipment issue was the last task for the day befor e
stand down.

As everyone woke on Day 1 looking forward to a beautiful Alpine
sunrise, they were very much disappointed, as you could bar ely
see the front of the skis.  There was one plus, the poor weather
had naturally brought with it a nice big dump of fr esh snow.  As
our first day was a Sunday, the piste had not been gr oomed, a
full day of off piste in low light was to follow .  The poor visibility
provided a challenge to navigation, as we were on what is
renowned to be the biggest ski r esort in the world.  Thankfully
after midday, the weather cleared and we were all skiing like
demons with no one falling over or getting lost . . . . . honest!
The day closed off with a debrief and a little après ski in the local
bar at the bottom of the Red run in La Tania.

After a few days getting used to the local ar ea and trying to get
thought as many runs as we could, our gr oup finally managed to
get hold of the lift pass for the whole Thr ee Valleys area which
included Courchevel, Meribel and Val Thorens.  To leave the
Courchevel alley we had to travel up what is known locally as the
‘James Bond Lift’ as this is thought to be wher e they filmed one
of the scenes in a James Bond film.  The views from the top wer e
something special, looking out towar ds the towering peak of
Mont Blanc.  Also, at the top of the ‘James Bond lift’ is a black
run called the ‘Grand Couloir’ which for many gr oups was a little
too advanced.  We were successful in reaching the furthest
possible run from our base location, but we wer e unfortunate not
to be able to reach the highest point in the Three Valleys, as the
weather closed in for the second time of the week.  I’m unable to
give an exact distance we travelled on that particular day , but by
the time we arrived at the familiar bar in La Tania we could barely
finish our Vin Chaud.

The penultimate day comprised of ‘fun skiing’, wher e we skied
down to the family fun park and attempted some of the small

The new Ops Sqn emblem
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slalom runs and some ‘small’ jumps.  Although this was
sometimes a heart in mouth moment, it was very enjoyable and
we all did what we wer e told, just what adventur ous training is all
about, putting you out of your comfort zone.  On the evening of
second to last day, we had all agreed to meet at the top of the
‘James Bond’ lift for a leisur ely ski down into the neighbouring
valley of Meribel for some après ski in a bar known well by QMSI
‘Tony’ Leece .  When we arrived at the bar, it seemed a pleasant
enough place and everyone sat outside with a drink, but as the
evening drew on and the live band began to play , the whole place
erupted into a frenzied Indie club.  After an hour or so in the bar
everyone who was still competent to ski, skied down to a local
restaurant for some food, which I can tell you was eventful, and
at the time not particularly pleasant!  After a typical Fr ench meal,
we left the Mexican Restaurant and got onto a coach supplied by
the QMSI, which to the ‘Brawdy Bus’ drivers, was like sitting in a
new Lamborghini!  We all arrived back to the chalet for a good
sleep before the last day of skiing.

The final day was a consolidation of what we had lear nt in the
week, doing various exercises to show our instructors that we
had taken everything in.  After half a day on the hill we all arrived
back at the chalet for some food pr ovided by ‘Abbo’ the chef.
After dinner the equipment was handed back to WO2 Martin
South and then loaded onto the bus for the drive back.  I am told
that everyone who attended the week ski camp, managed to get
a qualification, be it BSP, or ASP, with people expr essing an
interest in furthering their qualifications in the near futur e.

The last day started with a clean up of the chalet and personal kit
to be loaded onto the coach. Everything was stowed in the
luggage bins, all except sleeping bags, softie jackets and
blankets, as the coach’s heating system had gone haywire.  As
one of the drivers, I was told that the back of the coach was
colder than the top of the ‘Grand Couloir’ on a cold day .  By the
look of some people getting of f on the many stops on the r eturn, I
was certain it was that cold!     

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

CO Lt Col AM Fallows
RSM WO1(RSM) G Sinclair

For over 6 months the Soldiers and Officers of the Regt 
have been conducting extensive training – both 
military and technical – in preparation for the deployment to
Afghanistan.

In the last few weeks of January and February, the preparation
has come to a conclusion, and the Regt was been tested on our
final Mission Rehearsal Exercise (MRX).  Visits from our old and
new Bde Comds, and fr om the GOC Theatre Tps, confirmed that
we are ready to take on the job in theatr e. 

The huge task of deploying the Regt into theatr e has also been
successfully completed – though not without a few delays; RAF
flights and the weather in Germany can both be very
unpredictable.

Of course an important part of 16 Sig Regt has r emained behind
in Elmpt. The 2IC, Maj T Keates , is heading up the Germany
Based Element (GBE).  This group will be kept extr emely busy
providing direct support to those in theatr e, and looking after the
wives, families and wider community that r emains behind.  The
GBE will also keep the in-barracks aspects of r egimental life
ticking over to set the conditions for continued success as a
Campaign Sig Regt on our return.  Finally, as part of the re-
structuring of 16 into a Campaign Sig Regt and in or der to allow
them to continue to support the ARRC as it moves back to the
UK, 252 Sig Sqn have recently left 16 Sig Regt and transferred
over to 22 Sig Regt.  

MISSION REHEARSAL EXERCISE

Between 11 and 22 January the Regt ran a MRX, a chance to put
all the training and preparation to the test befor e finally heading
out on deployment.  

Sgt McCrone and his team in front of their impr essive Ridgeback vehicle
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The 2 week ex was held in a series of simulated Forward
Operating Bases (FOBs), HQs and other locations across the
Elmpt training area and allowed all elements of the Regt to get
some practice and experience in their various r oles and skills.  

Whilst the Ops teams and the comms specialists worked har d, it
was those training on Force Protection who got the most
attention.  The lads in FP Sqn will be performing an infantry r ole
out of Camp Souter, protecting convoys and personnel moves,
and providing base security.

“Their drills have to be really slick,” said Capt Bruce Scott , OC
FP Sqn.  “We’re getting as much practice as we can her e, so that
when we get into theatr e it’s something that we don’ t have to
think about.”

The weather was an unexpected bonus.  In Afghanistan the
troops will be subject to extr emes of weather; and whilst it is
more likely to be hot than cold, the mountainous r egions of
Afghanistan can see quite a lot of snow as well.  Capt Scott said
“It’s a good chance to do some training a little bit outside of their
comfort zones.”

The GOC Theatre Troops, Maj Gen Br ealey visited the ex and
got a chance to see first-hand what the soldiers of FP Sqn will be
doing in Afghanistan.  Sgt McCr one, one of the Ridgeback
Packet comds, talked thr ough the training that his tr oops were
undertaking.  

In terms of the equipment that they ar e using, the general opinion
was positive.  Cpl Richar ds briefed Maj Gen Br ealey on what it’s
like to operate in the Ridgeback:  “Some of the technology in
here is like nothing we’ve seen before.  It’s got cameras so that
you can see what’s going on all around outside from the safety of
inside.  It’s a really good bit of kit.”

CHANGE OF BRIGADE

In preparation for 16 Sig Regt to become a Campaign Sig Regt
on 1 February 2010, 16 Sig Regt moved from 1 Sig Bde to 11 Sig
Bde.  Coming under the comd of Brig A Hill , the move puts us
closer to the other Campaign Sig Regts and rationalises 1 Sig
Bde.

Brig Hill visited the Regt on 21 and 22 January, getting to see
everyone in action on the MRX shortly before we came under his
comd.  While the focus for the majority of 16 will be with 11 Sig
Bde, 252 (Hong Kong) Sig Sqn will remain in 1 Sig Bde as they
have recently moved under the comd of 22 Sig Regt.  

LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CONDUCT

On Friday 22 January, 4 soldiers from the Regt were awarded
their Long Service and Good Conduct medals.  A warded for 15
years service with no blemishes on their conduct sheet, the
LS&GC presentation is a chance for the Army to say thank you
not just to the soldiers for their commitment and service, but to
the soldiers’ families for their support and tolerance as well.

The RSM introduced the pr oceedings with an alter native
interpretation of entitlement for the medal:  “15 years’ undetected
crime”, befor e congratulating all 4 recipients on their award.

The Regimental Foreman, WO1(FofS) Draper , and the RQMS,
WO2(RQMS) Woodall were first to be presented with their
medals by Brig I Hooper , Comd 1 Sig Bde.  Sgt Vernon and Cpl
Wood also collected their medals fr om the Brig.  

“I’m really pleased to get this”, said Cpl Wood of his LS&GC.
“It’s really nice to be recognised for all the time you’ve put in”.  Of
course he can now aim to match WO1 Jenkins , who a few
months earlier managed to earn a Bar to his LS&GC, after
completing his 30th year of adult service!

Brig Hooper also took the opportunity to join in with the Regt in
a photograph – the last chance befor e the Regt leaves his Bde
and moves to 11 Sig Bde.

DEPLOYMENT

Finally it came time for the Regt to deploy .  It was phased over a
week, with the first 115 tr oops leaving camp bleary-eyed but
apprehensive at the unsociable hour of 0330hrs on 30 January.
Ninety seven left the following Thursday, and 54 went the day
after that.  Some of the tr oops went via Hannover straight to

Sig Upton and Sig Orme practise their Op BARMA drills – clearing a
vulnerable route of IEDs

The Ridgeback packet commander, Sgt Stu McCrone briefs Maj
Gen Brealey on their drills

Cpl Richards shows Maj Gen Brealey around some of the features
of the Ridgeback
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theatre and some flew from Dusseldorf back to Brize Norton in
the UK before flying out.  

There are always final checks and assurances to be completed at
the MCCP before anyone is allowed to walk out the door , and the
RAO’s dept – despite many of them deploying themselves – took
on this job magnificently .  

Going out to command the Helmand ICS Sig Sqn is Maj H Scott
with WO2(SSM) Wheeler at his side. The RC(South) deployment
in Kabul is covered by Maj K Barker and WO2 (SSM)
Nowosielski ,  while Maj M Nuttall and WO2 (SSM) Korba run
the Souter Force Protection and Transport Coy.

The snow in Northern Europe caused a number of delays, with
the last individuals reaching Afghanistan a week after they were
expecting to, pr obably feeling as though they had already
completed the hardest part of the tour!  However eventually
everyone reached theatre and got stuck into their takeovers. 

With the Regt now firmly bedded into Afghanistan, you can look
forward to hearing more from the Sqns and Tps about life in
Afghanistan and the view from the desert in the next issue of The
Wire.   

Who checks the Checkers? The AGC Det Comd, Capt Scott
Booty, goes through the process as well, alongside the QM, Maj

G Hailstone

No-one is exempt!  The CO, Lt Col Fallows, shows his ID card to
the docs Clerk, Miss Nancy Mairy

21st SIGNAL REGIMENT (AIR SUPPOR T)
COLERNE

CO Lt Col GN Addley
RSM WO1(RSM) McBean

REGIMENTAL TRAINING WING

OC Capt J Markendale
RTWO WO2 M Robinson

This has been a very busy period for the Training Wing, as we
continue to support the Regt on the numer ous taskings that the
Sqns require.  India Tp of 244 Sig Sqn were delivered their PDT
package in November/December 09 at Longmoor T raining Area
which was broken down into a 2 week package containing
ranges, navigation, detainee-handling training and an ex in
preparation for their deployment in February.  Congratulations go
to SSgt ‘Popeye’ Doyle and his wife Helen , on the birth of twins
on 17 December 09.

PNCO CADRE – EXERCISE COMMAND BEAUFIGHTER 
- by SSgt Doyle

Ex COMMAND BEAUFIGHTERis the first of the PNCO courses
to be run at the unit this year.  

The first week for the 28 strong course consisted of mostly
classroom based lessons, which Lt Mortimer kindly volunteered
to instruct.  Being a young of ficer, he was more likely to enjoy
that than the rest of us!  The fitness element of the course was
varied.  The gym staff consisting of the ‘ Zanone’ twins provided
some quality fitness motivation, in the form of the bur den retrieval
PLD.  The students were directed to various locations on the
camp to retrieve some rather awkward items and return them to
the starting point which of course was the other side of the camp.

Well done to Sgt ‘Taff’ Langley in motivating Sect 3 to win this
part. 

Sgt Dinsdale pushing his section to mirror signal, then overtake

Another successful Command Task
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Command tasks were another favourite with the students whom
I’m sure must have a book on ‘How to complete Command T asks
in the fastest time’, as most of the sects managed to do this on
all of the tests.

The latter part of the first week saw the students give 15 min
presentations on subjects of their choice, such as football,
nutrition and car drifting.  Most did very well with only a few
ending up dry mouthed and rather r ed faced. 

For the second week the course moved to Caerwent training ar ea
to complete the ex phase of the PNCO Cadr e, which was a teach
and test phase, teaching subjects such as vehicle contact drills,
detainee-handling procedures and contact drills on foot.  Sgt
Sean Dinsdale initiated the attacks on the FOB with a well
placed L111 Grenade by the thunder box in the FOB car park, as
it was pitch black at the time.  After many r ockets and mini flares
which were choreographed by Cpl Chris Day and his team of
enemy, peace was restored in anticipation for the final attacks on
the following day. 

The final attacks saw the Sect 2ICs being put thr ough their paces
and putting all that they had been taught into practice.   It has to
be said LCpl Clark that your grenade will work better if you
actually remove the pin!   Congratulations go to LCpl Patmor e of
3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt for winning the Top Student prize and
to LCpl Reynolds of 21 Sig Regt for Top Field Soldier!   

244 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj PJ Hale
SSM WO2 J Thompson 

The last few months have been packed full exs and training as
the Sqn re-adjusts to being the only Air Sp Sqn in the Regt.  The
Sqn itself is growing by the day and we have welcomed a fourth
troop, India Tp from 220 Sqn who will deploy to Op HERRICK in
February to continue the support for the Joint Helicopter For ce
(Afghanistan).  In addition, we have continued to support Joint
Helicopter Command on ex and deployments all over the world
including Kenya, Morocco and Califor nia.  As we write we have
just returned from a second Sqn level Air Sp comms ex, this time
working with Merlin, Sea King and Puma on Salisbury Plain, with
India Tp completing the last bit of PDT supporting JHF on the 4
Mech Bde MRX.  Despite all the work a number of members of
the Sqn have found time to get away and compete in sporting
events or adventure training, with some excellent successes.  The
focus now is ensuring the smooth RiP of India Tp in Afghanistan,
and then the cycle of support to JHC exs, PDT and op
deployment as we maintain the Corps’ only Air Sp capability – a
challenge we are thoroughly looking forwar d to. 

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER XIII – ROYAL SIGNALS
ALPINE SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS 
- by Cpl Kirsten Gunn and Cpl Damien Shepherd

On a dismal Saturday in late November, 8 members of 21 Sig
Regt departed the green rolling hills of north Wiltshire for the
sparkling snow covered peaks of Zell am See in Austria  to attend
the 2009 Royal Signals Alpine Skiing Championships.

On arriving at the Club Kitzsteinhorn Lodge, the team linked up
other teams and most importantly with our top skier Cpl Chris
Day who, along with Sgt Ritchie Harris, had already been
instructing there for a week.  The next day it was straight to the
slopes of the Kitzsteinhor n Glacier and a morning spent finding
our ski legs, before the dreaded ‘ski of f’!  It may have been a
good omen of things to come, as despite some disbelief 3
members of the team were selected to join the top ability gr oup
and be coached by the ex-Austrian racer , Mr Ristto Mekic , who
is a long time friend to Corps skiing.

With the team split into ability gr oups, it was now up to the
instructors who over the next 2 weeks, would teach and perfect
individual’s skiing techniques and pr epare them for the final week
of racing.  Although the ski training was physically demanding it

wasn’t all hard work and on Friday after noons ‘Team 21’ would
come together to show of f all they had learned on the slope that
week in a free skiing session.  For some this involved a trip to the
Fun Park, where Cpl Damien Shepher d demonstrated his style
and confidence on the r ollers, ably assisted by Lt Libby
Holmstr om, WO1 Lyndon Box and the not so co-or dinated LCpl
Billy King .

After a hard 2 weeks training, the team took part in some well
deserved après ski, including a cultural visit to the Christmas
Market in Salzburg and an evening with the crowds on the str eets
of Zell am See to celebrate the annual ritual of Krampus.  In a
tradition that dates back many years, the local men dr ess up as
frightening trolls and descend from the mountain to the village.
They then proceed to scare the young children to make them
more worthy of receiving gifts in the festive season – to the
outsider it’s a weird and sometimes painful experience!

With all the training completed the camp moved into the
competition phase.  The week started with the individual Giant
Slalom Cpl Day won in dramatic style, with Capt Simon Gray
placed 3rd by only one hundredth of a second.  In the Female
competition, Maj Bee Bryan reigned supreme again winning the
individual title and also the Veterans’ title.  The next race was
scheduled to be the Team Giant Slalom, the first of 2 team races.
Alas due to adverse weather conditions the event was cancelled,
with the decision accepted by all teams prior to the race to use
results from the previous days skiing towards the Team event.
This meant that the 21 Sig Regt A Team, which placed all 4 skiers
in the top 15 racers on Day 1, took the title of T eam Giant Slalom
Champions, with Capt Gray , Cpl Day , Sgt Phil Eaves and LCpl
Ryan Claughton all contributing.  The B Team also has a
successful day placing 5th out of nineteen teams. 

Wednesday again saw inclement weather on the race piste and a
delayed start, but the individual slalom still went head, albeit in a
reduced 1-run race.  The pressure was cranked up again, but true
to form the members of ‘Team 21’ performed excellently with Cpl
Day winning the men’s event and Maj Bryan winning the female
title.   

The final race day came around all too quickly and the team
headed to the glacier for the final event, the Team Slalom.  With a
slight change to the team sheet that saw Maj Bryan drafted into
the ‘A Team’ for the more technically demanding course, we set
about the task of going for the clean sweep.  Again all the skiers
dominated, posting fast times on the first run.  However at the
top to the second run and lying in 3r d place, the temptation to
push too hard got to Capt Gray and he popped a ski on the 4th
gate, relegating him to finish dead last in 63r d place.  Thankfully
the other members of the team shoulder ed the burden and
posted fast times, with Cpl Day again taking top spot individually .

The final event of the Championships.  Congratulations go to Cpl
Day who took the top spot in all the Men’ s races and the Corps
Champion title.  In the female competition Maj Bryan won all her
races to retain the title of Female Corps Champion and was the
inaugural racer to be presented with the newly commissioned Lt
Charlotte Pitstra Memorial Bowl.  The highlight of the evening
was collecting the team titles, and despite not all members fr om
the Regt counting towar ds the team success, we are all one team
and all shared in the celebrations of winning the Team Giant
Slalom, Team Slalom and Corps Champions Titles.  

CO’S CHALLENGE CUP – BASKETBALL 
- by Cpl Lisa Hislop and 2Lt Alex Cave

The latest event in the Regt’s CO’s Challenge Cup was the inter-
sqn basketball competition and despite a busy work schedule, a
good tur nout ensued, complete with a rather vocal cr owd. Rivalry
between sqns is very much alive and well at this Regt!  Two
teams from Sp Sqn, 2 from 244 Sig Sqn and just 1 from the
partially deployed 220 Sig Sqn took to the court to fight it out. 

The competition opened up with a fast paced game between 244
‘A’ and Sp Sqn.  From the off, 244 dominated the court with
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SSgt(SQMS) Ibinson posting a few sneaky shots, testing the Sp
Sqn defences, but the team of WO1(FofS) Lyndon Box ,Sgt Jae
Binnie , Cpl Lou Binnie , LCpl Tatman and Sig Har dy took the
game to 244 Sig Sqn and came out on top as worthy winners. 

Next up were the 244 ‘B’ team against Sp Sqn B team.  Some
flashy round the body passes and dummy moves cr eated space
for the far from novice ‘B’ team and following the shock of Sgt
Lafferty and Sig Har ding finding the basket fr om beyond the 3
point line, Sp Sqn B had to concede and admit defeat.   It took a
little while but once the team got their eye in, 3 pointers wer e
being sunk with regularity from the likes of Sig Pear cy and LCpl
Collins , enabling the team to build a healthy lead over Sp Sqn.
244’s revenge was sweet with a solid 16 – 7 win.

Spurred on by the performance of 244 ‘B’ team, the 244 ‘A ’ Team
took to the court with some fast paced play and good use of
available space in their second game.  Unfortunately they failed
to translate this dominance into points and come half time,
scores were even.  The second half saw a flourish of play from
220, allowing them to pull away to a comfortable win 22 – 10,
much to 244’s disappointment.

The 5th and final round was between 220 Sig Sqn and Sp Sqn
‘A’.  Despite a strong game played by the 220 team the
experience of the Sp Sqn team and the sheer height advantage
and presence of Sgt Jae Binnie and of course the relentless

encouragement and team orders being yelled from Cpl Lou
Binnie, carried them to victory . 

Overall, everyone put in a good performance and it was good to
see such a high level of participation during such a busy time.
Bring on the next event!        

CO’s Challenge Cup Basketball Winners - Support Squadron A
Team

22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
STAFFORD

CO Lt Col S Nesmith
RSM WO1(RSM) Pritchar d

WINTER TOUGH GUY 2010 - by Lt Jones

On 31 January a team of 10 from across 22 Sig Regt travelled to
Perton near Wolverhampton to take part in the Winter Tough Guy
2010 Challenge.  Those who volunteered did so imagining the
great sense of achievement which would come fr om completing
the arduous test and raising money for charity .

The willing volunteers were not feeling quite so eager at 0700hrs
on Sunday morning however when they opened the curtains to
see a blanket of snow and ice. The idea of spending 2 hrs hurling
themselves over icy obstacles and swimming thr ough a frozen
lake suddenly seemed a little less appealing.  We arrived at the
course and went to r egister, to chants of “you’r e all going to die”.
We got changed and made our way to the holding pen for the
1100hrs start.  Standing around with the other 6000 volunteers,
we already had numb toes and fingers.  

However, the camaraderie which comes fr om the knowledge that
we’re all about to share a quite ridiculous experience made for a
carnival like atmosphere.  Also, no matter how hard it was going
to be for us, it was sur ely nothing compared to the guy in the
mankini or the giant Rubik cube! 

For some reason Maj Courage and LCpl Sullivan received
starting numbers which placed them 3000 places ahead of the
rest of the team.  They claimed that this was because the admin
of the Tough Guy team was efficient and recognized that they
were past competitors, and so had given them higher starting
positions.  However, the rest of the team thinks the or ganizers
had probably heard of Maj Courage’ s reputation and didn’ t dare
start him in a non-competitive position!

The rough outline of the course was 6 miles of cr oss country and
hill reps with 10 zigzagging river crossings, followed by 2 miles of
‘swimming’ and obstacle courses. Ther e were bails of flaming
straw to run through, dangling live electric cables to negotiate
and a leopard crawl of 20m, thr ough deep puddles under a
ceiling of barbed wir e less than 2 ft off the floor. 

One part of the course required competitors to submer ge
themselves under the sub zero water and swim under 4
strategically placed tr ee trunks laid across the surface, coming up
for air after each. Most team members agr eed that freezing water
up to the chest was painful, but complete submersion was a
different sensation entirely.  The shock resulted in many people
dropping out, or being pulled out by the medics at this stage.
LCpl Khagendra completed the first dunk and then was
overcome by his self-pr eservation instincts.  He scrambled out,
but continued to complete the r est of the course.

There was one final icy swim and a hill sprint to finish, with
competitors quickly being wrapped up in bubble wrap and foil,
then being directed through to a hot chocolate and shed full of
make shift warm showers.  Sig Ramesh Punn’ s shivering at this
point was so violent that, in attempting to drink the hot chocolate,
he ended up throwing it over his face!

We gathered back at SSgt Dharma’ s team minibus where he had
hot soup, tea and sandwiches waiting.  W e were comparing
medals when Cpl Prabeen produced not one, like everyone else,
but two.  He claimed the or ganizers insisted he had two; they
must have seen his attempts at swimming acr oss the lake.

Finished and warm again after a good effort
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The sense of elation and satisfaction which followed after everyone
had defrosted made the day’s efforts suddenly seem quite fun and
it didn’ t take long for talk to start of ‘same time next year?’

EXERCISE ALPINE DRAGON - by Maj Mark Rouse

Ex ALPINE DRAGON was an opportunity for elements of the
Regimental Management Team to further bond, while r omping
together on skis and completing adventur ous training in and
around the French Alps, which back on to the beautiful r esort of
Les Arcs 1800. 

Eighteen personnel deployed including the CO, Lt Col Shar on
Nesmith and the 2IC, Maj Laur ence Fowkes , who attempted to
‘take out’ every member of the gr oup and almost did!  Our
instructors for the week, Capt Gerry McGachy , Capt Neil Pollitt
and SSgt Stu Sharman impressed throughout, especially with all
their skiing and girl guides badges sewn neatly on every piece of
clothing they owned.  They also impr essed by the way they
warmed us up on a daily basis by smashing us down the near est
red route!  Everybody seemed to have a good time though,
especially SSgt John Blowes who broke the world
record by falling asleep in every pub in the resort
during a single week and who grew so fond of his
hire skis he decided to keep hold of them!  The
RCWO, WO2 Jimmy ‘Chips’ Cooper and the
SSM, WO2 Mason , may not have necessarily set
the world alight with their skiing pr owess but did
however look fabulous in their Army Issue ski
clothing flown in especially fr om Guantanamo Bay!
Even Capt Adrian Fletcher had a good time, albeit
most mornings he felt as though he had been in a
car crash and that he wished that the snow would
melt quicker! 

All in all a most exhilarating and fun week (many
thanks to our sponsors fr om Paradigm who
supported us with funding) was had by all and now
that the new 2IC Sp Sqn and SSM have agreed to
organize next years trip, this should ensure that the
ex becomes a permanent fixtur e in the Regimental
Forecast of Events.

217 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Richar d Byfield
SSM WO2(SSM) Al Finn

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION - by SSgt Eastlake

On 16 December 2009, the members of 217 Sig Sqn were
accompanied by their partners and wives to the annual Sqn
Christmas Function.  The venue was a stunning hotel full of
character and friendly staf f; the turnout from the Sqn was equally
as impressive, with roughly 100  attendees.  

The aim of the night was twofold: to bolster Sqn cohesion and
morale while also raising money for a well known services charity .

For some it was the final function befor e they would be posted in
the New Year; so to LCpl Ar cher , LCpl Lane and Sig Hinks , we
wish you all the best in your futur e endeavors and we will miss
you dearly.  

In a successful attempt to raise money for charity , many local
businesses showed their support for our tr oops in need by
donating gifts for the raf fle prize draw.  In total, the Sqn raised
£320 for a brilliant cause, donating to the ‘Help for Her oes’
services charity.  The night was an outstanding success and a
thoroughly good time was had by all those involved.  The year for
217 Sig Sqn ended on a high note.

J1/J4 IOS EXERCISE DEPLOYMENT - by Cpl Stu Taylor

Charlie Tp was called upon to carry out the first tasking of the
year. Elmpt was the location, and it was 16 Sig Regt who r equired
the J1/J4 IOS system.  The task was to assist them in their pr e-
deployment training befor e they headed off to Afghanistan in
February.  To help out in this tasking LCpl Wills and Sig Vijay
were brought in to pass on their experience.

Our nightmare journey started as we left Stafford
for Germany when we found the major motorways
were closed or packed, as is typical on a Monday
morning coming back fr om the Christmas break.
Nevertheless it was hard to believe that the ‘speed
restricted’ van managed to r each the ferry before
the car carrying the J1/J4 cr ew! It was a mystery
to us all!

Things were running smoothly once we finally
reached Javelin Barracks, until the following
morning when we found that the winter weather
had come upon us unexpectedly .  After everything
was set up it was ready for 16 Sig Regt to get
their hands on the J1/J4 IOS equipment.  After 3
long weeks of training and testing, the ex came to
an end and the tear down commenced in the
usual quick Army fashion and the next day we left
the melting snow and made our way back to rainy
Blighty! 

Charlie Tp has since got everything back in one
piece and continues to be on high alert for the
next deployment.  What a great way to start a
new year – 3 weeks in the snow on ex!

EXERCISE LONDON VISIT 21 – 22 JANUARY
2010 - by Sig Anup Gurung

Early on the morning of 21 January the
excitement was obvious among A Tp personnel
as they prepared to board the minibuses heading
for London for a 2 day tour of cultural education.
As SSgt Dharma and Sgt Anil busied
themselves setting up the Tom Tom to get us to
RAF Uxbridge, the tour organizer Cpl Udaya
gave a quick brief on the pr ogram before we
finally set off at 0830hrs.

After 4 hrs spent cooped up in the minibus we eventually arrived
at RAF Uxbridge, where we were to be accommodated that night.
As time was short and there were many things to see, we
dumped our kit in the 20 man r ooms and left without delay in the
direction of the Imperial War Museum.  Disembarking from the
tube, there was a brisk walk to the museum itself: the second
largest war museum in Britain.  The 2 hrs we had in the museum
were not sufficient to explor e the huge building and all of its
exhibits in detail, so we quickly scanned thr ough the Large
Exhibits Gallery, which housed some of the most important
weapons and vehicles used in both World Wars.  In here were the
Mk V tank from 1918, a British 9.2 in howitzer and a 4 in gun fr om
the destroyer HMS Lance, which fired the first British shot of the
WW1.  The Art Gallery was another interesting exhibit, but many
of us were captivated by the Holocaust Exhibition. The beautifully

The Dream Team 2010

Sig Vijay persevering despite the
weather



34 THE WIRE, APRIL 2010

displayed photographs, documents, newspaper articles, artifacts,
posters and films of those dr eadful days were certainly not to be
missed.  

By 1530hrs everyone assembled outside ready to move to our
second destination, the Science Museum.  Befor e we did so,
however, LCpl A vinash demonstrated his photographic skills with
a few group pictur es.  Back on the tube for 15 mins and we wer e
there.  Everyone was fascinated by the amazing inventions but
some of the exhibits, of engines, a computerized floor and
assorted digital equipment, str etched my knowledge somewhat!
The main lesson I took from the Science Museum is that science
and technology is constantly evolving and new advances ar e
made every day.  Some of the more interesting exhibits were the
first automatic calculator (bigger than a 4kV generator!) and the
Apollo 10 capsule that took 3 astr onauts around the moon. The
IMAX 3D cinema soon became the centre of attention, however,
and “Deep Sea Underwater Adventure” and “Jour ney to the
Moon” felt very close to r eal life experiences.

At 1715hrs Cpl Udaya called it a day, and we were on our own
until midnight.  Not surprisingly we descended on China T own for
a substantial buffet before heading back to RAF Uxbridge,
satisfied and looking forwar d to Day 2.

On Friday morning after a short brief and the inevitable
accommodation cleaning, we departed for Buckingham Palace
and Westminster at about 0930hrs.  Spending nearly 2 hrs stuck
in traffic did nothing to dampen our enthusiasm.  The guides
showed us the Commons Chamber, the Lords Chamber, the
Queen’s Robbing Room, the Royal Gallery and the Prince’s
Chamber in a tour which lasted for about an hour .  The many
paintings on the walls and the magnificent silver and br onze
coated statues showed the richness of artistic talent that was
once a feature of palace life.  The tour guides constantly fed us
information about the history of the palace, the lifestyle, the Kings
and Queens and various chamber rules, which all served to widen
our knowledge.

The aim of the visit was to build teamwork outside of the work
environment and to gain further understanding of British military
and political history.  This was certainly achieved with 2 days
away from normal garage routine. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed
the visit and we extend our gratitude to Cpl Udaya , without
whose effort the visit would not have been such a success.

222 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj I Rodger
SSM WO2(SSM) Fraser

EXERCISE HOPTON RANGER - by Sig Webster

We deployed out early on the Monday mor ning hoping the
weather would hold for us. After ar ound 2 hrs we got to r est at

the services with most of the jour ney done.  Unfortunately for Cpl
McLeish , it was still too early for Bur ger King to be open.  We
had caught up with India Tp’ s packet so we had a longer wait
than originally planned but otherwise the going was good.  W e
arrived at around lunch and took our place in line for the POL
then waited for the nod to head out to our first location.  As we
arrived India Tp’s packet were waiting at the entrance surveying
the route in.  It was boggy and wet with deep ruts in the gr ound
and it would be tricky getting full Bedfor ds with heavy trailers
through. But one at a time with skill and a bit of luck we did get
through, Cpl McLeish doing half the route sideways.  Then it was
all hands to the pump setting up the cook house tent and admin
area.  The next morning we were up and ready to go, 3 days of
training before the main ex phase.  We started with comms
training, checking that the jour ney down hadn’ t affected the kit
and also discovered the eco toilets – not very pleasant.  

A day on the ranges next with the WO2(SSM) Fraser taking us
through an APWT plus some extra firing to help some of the lads

improve on their shooting.  Despite the cold, morale was still
high as between shoots we huddled for warmth by range
control.  Day 4 and we rehearsed our SOP training covering
anti ambush drills, cam and concealment and Hide locations,
then headed back for the r ecce briefs from Cpls Thorbur n
and Fowler .  We then double checked everything befor e
deploying out that night.  It started with a long slow drive on
convoy lights to the first LO location.  Recce took the first
det to its location, a nice cozy patr ol house on top of a hill
and we set up with plenty of time to spar e and got into
routine.  With the first shift in hand and r outine well under
way we found out that the ker o heater makes a handy stove
and got started on the egg banjos.  Listening to the net was
quite entertaining as I heard reports of vehicles getting
bogged in the mud and br eaking down with Cpl Thorbur n
being one of the unlucky ones bogged in for 23 hrs. 

That night we met the Marines, when they snuck into our
location and tried to kidnap us. They apologized and headed
off into the night, other dets wer en’t as lucky as we heard
over the net, Cpl Matzke sending another contact r eport and
complaining that the Marines keep landing in Chinooks and

attacking him.

After a mortar attack we bugged out to a hide location wher e we
waited for Sig Devonport to join us as Cpl Thorbur n had injured
his ankle and was returned to camp.  We then moved to our last
location for the comms phase of the ex befor e heading to a barn
with the rest of the Tp to set up a weapons collection point fr om
which we mounted a QRF until the end of the ex.   When peace
was declared between Westmanistan and Lugdershallia, the
glorious words of ENDEX were called over the net and it was time
to leave the training area.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj M Rouse
SSM WO2(SSM) Mason

EXERCISE ROAD MASTER - by Sgt Alderson

As a Regt we entered 2 teams into Ex ROAD MASTER held at
Swynnerton training area.  LCpl Joseph and Sig Noack made up
Team 1 and Sig Smith and LCpl Hawkins made up Team 2. This
was the first time the Regt had enter ed the competition, so
completing the course in a r espectable time and position was the
aspiration of the 2 crews.

Both crews were entered into the novice category , a total of 15
crews out of 62 entrants. On completing the 2 day course which
consisted of 8 stages, both challenging for the driver and
navigator, the final brief of the ex was given and then it was on to
final placing and prize giving. Overall the 2 crews finished a
respectable 34th out of the 64 teams. The biggest shock for them
was to find out that they had won the Royal Signals Cup, which
had been previously won 6 years in succession, by a team from
43 Sig Sqn(V). 

Alpha Troop at the Imperial War Museum
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EXERCISE RICKSHAW RAMBLE - by Sig Lyth

Ex RICKSHAW RAMBLE was the Regt’s second event in as many
months. The Regt entered 2 teams into the event which was held
at Longmoor training area. They travelled down on the Friday
afternoon ready for registration and checking of the vehicles. Sig
Noack was still in very high spirits and was hoping to r epeat his
last success on Ex ROAD MASTER.  On Saturday morning the
teams were ready and eagerly waiting to go.  Team 1, made up of
Sig Santander and Sig Lyth were first to set of f followed later by
Team 2, LCpl Hopton and Sig Noack .  The first event was the
Scatter where teams were given a map with 55 points on it and
an hour to collect as many as possible.  LCpl Hopton and Sig
Noack were soon defeated by the terrain and wer e unable to
complete the stage, unlike Team 1 who managed to complete the
stage with maximum points. The r est of the day continued with
similar events culminating in a night nav. 

Day 2 started with an orienteering ex on Bor don Recce Mech
training area, which consisted of knee deep mud and sand. After
the orienteering event it was back to Longmoor Camp for final
briefs and the prize giving.  At the prize giving, Team 1 noticed
the absence of Team 2 who were apparently still stuck on the
training area awaiting recovery as they were bogged in again!  

The prize giving carried on regardless of several teams being
absent due to the need for r ecovery. Awards were given for
different categories and events. Sig Santander and Sig Lyth’s
were very pleased when their vehicle number was called out to
receive the award for best trial and also 2nd placed newcomers.
Overall it was another successful event for the Regt and the 2
teams that competed gained some valuable driving and
navigational experience over differing terrains and conditions.     

248 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj T Courage
SSM WO2(SSM) Nimbahadur Pun

EXERCISE DRAGON HIMALAYA – TREKKING EXPEDITION TO
EVEREST BASE CAMP - by Sig Premkumar Rana

Ex DRAGON HIMALAYA took place in the arduous region of
Khumbu, Nepal over the period 12 November – 30 December 09
with 15 people from 22 Sig Regt taking part.  The aim was to
develop leadership, teamwork and individual physical fitness,
while reaching the Mt Everest Base Camp at 5364m and the
summit of Kalapathar 5545m.  The planning started as early as
December 2008 under the eyes of Capt Lokbahadur Gurung .
The ex included trekking to the Mt Everest Base Camp, taking
part in the Everest Marathon, cultural visits and a duty tr ek.

The bulk of the ex was a 13 day trek in the Khumbu region of
Northern Nepal, running along the Mt Everest Base Camp (EBC)
route starting from Lukla, 2,840m, up to the Mt Ever est camp at
5364m and back to Lukla.  The trekking expedition is described
in diary format below.             

Day 1 All the members of the expedition team
departed MOD Stafford via London Heathrow to Kathmandu.

Day 2 and 3 . After a tiring 18 hr long journey we
finally arrived in Kathmandu.  On arrival, we were warmly greeted
by staff from the Trekking Agent, who of fered us garlands and
Khattas to mark a traditional welcome into Nepal.  After
transferring to the Hotel Marshyandi, as part of acclimatization
and admin preparation in Kathmandu, we flew to Lukla to start
our expedition.  In the evening of 13 November, our Expedition
guide, SO3 G2/3 BGN Kathmandu, Capt Danish gave us a
briefing on current G2 issues in Nepal.  The expedition leader
Capt Lok collected 2 satellite phones and submitted all the
necessary documentation including evacuation plans to the
Assistant Military Attaché.

Day 4. We left Kathmandu for Lukla and tr ekked to
Phakding, 2640m.  It was a short 30 min flight to Lukla, but it was
quite a treat for all of us.  We enjoyed the panoramic views of the
hills and the Himalayan peaks while the experience of flying low
in a small twin engine plane over the hills with br eathtaking cloud
formations was simply amazing.  At Lukla airport, we met our
porters who were to carry our luggage bar rucksack thr oughout
the expedition.  After some quick administration in Lukla, we
started our first tr ek to Phakding.  This was a 4 hr trek down a
gentle descending trail overlooking the canyon of the Dudhkoshi
River.  High hills, rolling farmland and exhilarating suspension
bridges were a large part of the day.  The experience of trekking
through this beautiful region of Nepal was quite fascinating.

Day 5. We left Phakding and headed towar ds
Namche Bazaar, 3440m.  It was a 6 hr trek, but the trail was
much steeper as it ascended into the high hills.  The tr ek again

The winning Royal Signals team on Ex ROAD MASTER

LCpl Hopton and Sig Noack going nowher e fast

The team was welcomed into Kathmandu with garland and Kaatas
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displayed some fantastic scenery fr om little local villages clinging
to the hillside, winding stone paths and steel suspension bridges.
In the distance, we also had a first glimpse of Mt Ever est and
enjoyed a view of Mt Kusum Kangaru.  We finally reached
Namche Bazaar to see a beautiful and dense settlement with
offers bustling shops, restaurants, lodges, local health posts and
importantly, banks for visiting tourists. 

Day 6 and 7 . As planned, we had an
acclimatization day in and around Namche Bazaar and trekked to
Khunde, 3840m and Khumjung, 3730m.  Accor ding to Sherpa
legends, Khunde is the oldest Sherpa village in the Khumbu
region.  Khunde also has modern hospital facility initiated by Sir
Edmund Hillary in the 1960s and run by Himalayan Trust.  One of
the Sherpa doctors gave us a quick brief about the hospital,
which was equipped with X-ray machines and other moder n
appliances.  There are great peak views from Khumjung:
Kwnagde in the west, Thamserku and Kangtega on the south and
Ama Dablam to the east.

By early evening Cpl Jelf , was the first of our expedition
members to experience some minor Acute Mountain Sickness
(AMS).  Overnight she began suffering from the nastier
symptoms, meaning one mor e day in Namche Bazaar in order to
better acclimatize.  Cpl Jelf was admitted to the local clinic for
treatment shortly after.  To make the most of this spar e day, we
trekked to Thamo, 3440m which is appr oximately a 2 hr trek
northeast from Namche.

Day 8. Unfortunately, Cpl Jelf was still suffering and
it was decided to leave her with medical assistance and LCpl
Manindra for company at Namche.  We started the trek to
Tyngboche, 3867m further northeast fr om Namche Bazaar.  It was
another 6 hrs trek through the arduous hilly region.  On our way,
we saw magnificent views of the Himalayas especially of Ama
Dablam, Thamserku and Yaboche peak.  In Tyngboche we visited
the biggest Gumpa of the Kombi r egion.  By the evening,
although Cpl Jelf ’s condition was impr oving, she was still
suffering from acute headaches and it was decided that she
should climb down for her own safety .

Day 9 and 10 . Cpl Jelf was accompanied by LCpl
Manindra down to Lukla, while the r est of the team continued
towards the next destination of Periche, 4280m, further north
east. Periche is the last medical aid post en-r oute to the Everest
Base Camp, which is run by the Himalayan Rescue Association
(HRA) and Tokyo Medical College.  On 21 November, we spent
the day trekking around Pheriche for acclimatization.  We had an
AMS and Gamow bag training demonstration by the members of
the HRA followed by the training about AMS tr eatment and some
map reading practice.

Day 11. After a 5 hr trek from Pheriche, we arrived late
afternoon in Loboche, 4910m.  On the way up, we ascended the
ridge of memorials at Chukpi Lhara, 4840m, which is a memorial
for mountaineers who perished on missions to climb Mt Ever est.
Though most of us had begun experiencing mild AMS.  The

expedition leader issued some DAIMOX tablets to those suf fering
from symptoms. 

Day 12 and 13 . When Cpl Ranson , one of the JSMEL
instructors, reported that mor ning suffering from mild AMS and D
& V, it was extremely bad news for the team.  This meant that the
team needed to be split into 2 halves.  One half of the team
trekked to Everest Base Camp via Gorek Shep, while the other
trekked to Gorek Shep and returned back to Loboche.  The first
team moved on to Everest Base Camp the following day.  It was
approximately 2 hrs from Gorek Shep and a precarious route.  We
walked along the Khumbu Glacier, cautiously avoiding potential
crevices in the ice.  During the ascent the air was getting thinner
and it proved the toughest walk of the entir e trek.  Finally, half
way to the Base Camp we saw a glimpse of Mt Ever est hiding
behind Mt Nuptse.  It was an amazing feeling to be able to see
the world’s highest peak from such a close distance. When we
reached the Base Camp, we were overwhelmed by the sense of
achievement and beautiful scenery.

Day 14 – 17. The last 3 days were spent trekking
making a descent down the familiar r oute.  We arrived back to
Namche Bazaar and stayed the night before 4 of the team lead
by the OC, Maj Courage joined the runners for the Everest
Marathon.  After a demanding 13 days tr ekking, the remaining
members continued to descend down to Lukla; flying back to
Kathmandu.  The 4 members who stayed behind for the
marathon, carried out further tr ekking and took part in an epic
test, the Everest Marathon.  This took place on 4 December 2009
starting from Gorek Shep and finished at Namche Bazaar.  Once
we had returned to Kathmandu SSgt(SQMS) Gurung coordinated
2 different visits to the wildlife in Chitwan National Park, Lumbini,
birth place of Lor d Buddha and Pokhara. 

Ex DRAGON HIMALAYA was an extremely successful and
rewarding experience for all.  It developed our physical
boundaries, moral strength, and team spirit.  With a physically
and mentally challenging lifetime achievement completed, the
whole team enjoyed every moment.

252 (HONG KONG) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj S Steven
SSM WO2(SSM) A Watson

“There will always be a place in our hearts for 16 Signal
Regiment,” said the Sqn OC, Maj Steven , at a Regimental Dinner
to mark the departur e of 252 Sqn from 16 Sig Regt, “But we must
now look to the futur e with 22 Sig Regt”.  Since 15 January, the
Sqn has been part of 22 Sig Regt.

The Sqn remains working at JHQ in Rheindahlen, Germany, and
will be moving over to Innsworth, Gloucestershir e, from mid April.
This will enable 252 to get the CIS services set up and running
before the HQ ARRC Advance party arrives.

The whole team en-route to base camp

The hardy team members celebrate at Everest Base Camp
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Preparations for the move are gathering a great head of steam, as
the entire ARRC group prepares to move.  252 are in the
vanguard of that move, and so ar e going to be the test case for
many of the move procedures.  There have been few moves into
or out of the Sqn in the r ecent months, to minimize the G1
headache of moving twice in quick succession.  However , we do
welcome Sig Clar e and Sig Cowling , both joining us in their first
unit from Blandford.

As well as the preparation for moving HQ ARRC, the Sqn’s on-
going tasks continue.  Singapor e Tp has been running a busy
System Control Point in Rheindahlen supporting 1 Sig Bde exs,
as well as providing training links for 4 Bde’ s MRX, and the
provision of live comms links fr om Afghanistan to several training
locations around the UK. 

Kowloon Tp has continued to work har d, running the Service
Desk and OpsCen in HQ ARRC.  In addition, the whole Tp
recently undertook best-practice training in ITIL, which should
ensure that they continue to impr ove upon the service that they
provide to the staf f.  

The training experts in Javelin Tp will be undergoing a name-
change soon as well.  Javelin Tp was named after the building it
occupied, which was the former RHQ of 16 Sig Regt, Javelin
House.  After doing a little bit of digging into the Sqn’ s history, it
appears that 252 (Hong Kong) Sig Sqn used to be made up of
Singapore, Kowloon and Bor neo Tps. Once the Sqn has moved
back to the UK, we will r e-name Javelin to Borneo Tp, just in time
for them to start ramping up operational softwar e training for the
ARRC staff that will be deploying the following year .   

Lt Col Fallows from 16 Signal Regiment says goodbye to the
Squadron OC, Maj Steven, as our new Regimental signs are put

up

Always happy to help – Cpl Ndegwa manning the ARRC Service
Desk with a smile

30th SIGNAL REGIMENT 
BRAMCOTE  

CO Lt Col RJB Spencer
RSM WO1 Morris

SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj P Grif fiths
SSM WO2 Hodgskins

Yet another busy period for the Sqn with loads of activities to
keep the lads occupied.  In addition to the r outine taskings that
keep the Regt going, the majority of the Sqn have been involved,
in some shape or form, with Public Events, adventur e training,
Leadership and Development Training and various sports.

WO1 (FofS (IS)) Wardrope plays the Lament during the Nuneaton
and Bedworth Service of Remembrance

Station Health Fayre – The Medical Officer, Maj Tom Johnstone
advising soldiers on diet and nutrition
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250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Corkery
SSM WO2 Un

INTER SQUADRON VOLLEYBALL COMPETITION 
- by Sig Pritam

Two teams from 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn participated in the CO’ s
Cup competition; Team 250 A was lead by Lt Meite and Team
250 B by Cpl Govinda .  Since 1994 this event has always been
won by 250 Sqn.  This year was no exception as Teams 250 A
and B from went head to head in the final.  Both teams displayed
a very high standard of skill and it was an eye opener for many
spectators.  In a close 3 set game Team B managed to grab 1st
place by winning the 1st and 3r d sets.  Once again 250 Gurkha
Sig Sqn OC received the trophy from the CO for the 2009/10
volley ball competition.

TAC HEADQUARTER AT CAMP ARIFJAN - by LCpl Boachie

250 Gurkha Sig Sqn deployed to Op TELIC 14 in May 2009. The
Sqn deployed to 2 dif ferent locations.  One of which was a Tp
strength det based in Baghdad and a Tp plus was based in
Camp Buehring as a part of Kuwait Support Facility (KSF) to
provide CIS support to JFLogC HQ for the withdrawal of the
British forces from Iraq.  Small elements of dets were also
deployed to dif ferent locations in theatre.

After the closure of KSF CIS sp at the end of August 2009, TAC
HQ was set up in Camp Arifjan in Kuwait to pr ovide CIS support
to JFLogC in order to assist the final successful withdrawal of UK
personnel and equipments from theatre.  After the closure of TAC
HQ on 3 September 2009, Cpl Tejman and LCpl Boachie were
tasked to maintain the CIS equipment at a high r eadiness state.
This was necessary to provide a smooth reinsertion of CIS
equipment for Iraq
Training and Advisory
Mission (ITAM) Navy
should they be called
back to Iraq to help
train and mentor the
Iraq Navy.

In early October
2009, ITAM Navy was
reactivated and the
command group
deployed into Umm
Qasr with LCpl
Boachie providing
them with both
secure and insecure
voice and data
comms.

Cpl Tek Rana and LCpl Meharsingh Gaha also deployed on 23
October from the UK to install the VSAT link in Umm Qasr in
order to provide strategic comms to the UK.  Overall the
reinsertion of the CIS equipment for ITAM Navy into Umm Qasr
was a complete success and our mission was achieved within the
set time frame.  OpTELIC 14 has come to an end for 250 Gurkha
Sig Sqn and the last remaining personal returned to UK on 12
December 09.

The year 2009 was a very busy year for the Sqn as a whole, with
many challenges but the squadron stood up to all its challenges
with excellent teamwork and pr ofessionalism.  Overall we could
proudly say 2009 was a rewarding year for us and we are looking
forward to deliver a better service in 2010.

“Jai Queen’s Gurkha Signals”

256 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Short
SSM WO2 Stowell

ALPHA TROOP

OC 2Lt Barr ett
SSgt SSgt McDougall

OP PANLAKE – HAITI 

Just before lunch on Monday 19 January, the call came to stand
up the 4 hrs det for possible deployment to Haiti.  This was not a
drama, the Tp sits with 2 operators on 4 hrs notice to brief and a
further 4 on less that 24 hrs NTM.  We did not get too excited – it
happens from time to time when the world has a pr oblem and
only the best can help, but normally ends in being stood down
due to politics.

Through that night it gained momentum and it became a definite
op with a 4 or 8 man team deploying with the Early Entry HQ.  A
morning of budgets and weight management for a C130 decided
that a 4 man light HQ would be the pr eferred option and that was
our A Team – Cpl ‘Tina’ T urner , LCpl Tam Coleman , Sig ‘Becks’
Beck and Sig Tom Myzak .  The new Tp Comd, 2Lt Barr ett who
had just got of f a plane from a recce of Ascension Island for a
future deployment was told: “Get you R1 kit fr om the QMs –
you’re going”, only to be told no your not – he was nearly in
tears!  The A team who are supporting 20 staf f from JFHQ on a
fact finding op to allow futur e planning by our Government will be
based in the Air Port at Port-au-Prince and deployed at 0200hrs
on 21 January.  The team deployed with 20 Day Support so
should be back soon.

BRAVO TROOP 

OC Lt Munn
SSgt SSgt Bithell

EXERCISE HIGH RAM - by LCpl Robson

After a long arduous Christmas, Bravo Tp had a well-deserved
couple of days adventur e training when the troops had the
chance to show of f their map reading skills and overcome their
fear of heights.  Lead by Sgt Harris and Cpl Chaisty , Bravo Tp
deployed to Great Malvern where we began our expedition of the
Malvern Hills.  We were all given the opportunity to plan and
navigate the group around the hills and peaks.  When it came to
Sig ‘JT’ Talbot taking the reins and leading the group, he kindly
took the most dir ect route and walked straight up the hill. After a
long day of walking and a beasting of f ‘JT’ , we settled in the local
pub for a swift one befor e hitting the road back to camp.  Day 2
of the  Tp’s adventure training was at RAF Holton where we had
to brave the High Ropes.  We were split down into gr oups, taking
on various challenges such as the High Wire and the Leap of
Faith.   Sig ‘Larry’ Langton was trying hard to conquer his fear
by reaching the top of the pole with a little help fr om ‘JT’ . They
got extremely close, hugging and begging each other not to let

Team A and Team B with the Trophy

Cpl Tejman and LCpl Boachie 
at Camp Arifjan
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go.  The biggest challenge was trying to get them both back
down, but thanks to a team mate they wer e given a helping hand.
Despite people’s fears, the troops succeeded in completing all of
the tasks and were happy to get their feet back on the gr ound.

CHARLIE TROOP

OC Lt Bilney
SSgt SSgt Hopkins

EXERCISE PASHTUN RAT

As the rest of the Sqn prepared for their last week of leave, an
elite group of volunteers left Bramcote in convoy to Y ork on
Monday 4 January 10 to join forces with 2 Sig Regt for Ex
PASHTUN RAT PACEX.  To our amazement, all vehicles made in
one piece! After a quick POL, wagons were locked away and it
was on a coach to Queen Elizabeth Barracks, Strensall.  It was at
this point that we r ealised that we had not packed the right way;
we were carrying bergens, roll mats, pots and pans, they wer e
carrying wide screen TVs and a Sky dish! Lucky for us Sig Keith
Doran was prepared to do as little work as Mechs usually do and
pulled out CD player, TV and PlayStation 3.  We soon settled in
after that; well done that man!

The pattern of life was the same for the next week.  Coach to
Imphal Barracks, work thr ough a list of serials set by 214 Sig Sqn
Ops, resolving any issues with the ever reliable Cormorant
System and establish the network that we would be r eplicating

on Salisbury plain.  Snow and the constant cold have been the
only gripe but that was easily solved with the daily snow ball
fights on the way to scof f.  Morale took a slight knock when we
all had to move into Imphal Barracks Gymnasium, as the
accommodation was double booked at Str ensall. However, apart
from LCpl Charlton , who was treated to 5 star accommodation,
the rest of us had to put up with the demonic snoring of LCpl
Levitt .  We returned to Bramcote on 15 January for a well ear ned
long weekend.  Sig Doran and LCpl Levitt declared that they
were not deploying on to the SPTA with us (some poor excuses
were made!) and off the ex they went. Monday came all to
quickly and we were on the move again to West Down Camp, all
to familiar to C Tp, for deployment on the Plain. After a well
earned sleep, we were lead of to our respective locations.
Salisbury had its usual weather delights in stor e for us and
waking up to snow the next mor ning wasn’t the ideal start. The
network went in with r elative ease, a couple of moves later we
were into routine and being looked after by daily visits fr om 214
Sig Sqn Ops or SSgt Glaves , 30 Sig Regt Ops and his DAF. 

LCpl Connarty showed his NCO qualities once again when he
was asked to complete a r ecce by Cpl O’Brian . Off he went
ready as ever to please, only to return a few minutes later to the
det. “That was quick!” said the det comd.  “I got scar ed in the
dark, will you come with me?” was the answer fr om LCpl
Connarty . As brave a 26 year old as there has ever been!  The
good news is that the MRX is about to begin pr oper, the bad
news is that we will be going straight onto a Tp ex when we get
back – no rest for the wicked.  

32nd (SCOTTISH) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
GLASGOW

CO Lt Col PT Donegan
RSM WO1 B Thor nton

NEWS FROM RHQ

This has been yet another busy period for the Regt.  Although we
have not taken part in any more UK ops, the workload has
remained high.  The newly formed Regt is really starting to gather
pace.  The focus is on developing our UK Ops capability with all
Sqns training hard.  The CO was proving that he firmly believed in
leading from the front and setting the example by entering the UK
Tough Guy competition in coldest, deepest, darkest and quite
probably wettest Wolverhampton in January.  I am not sure if it
was leading from the front or total insanity!  Unfortunately the
photographs will not make this edition, however they will
definitely be in the next Wire. 

52 (LOWLAND) SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj T McV ey
SSM WO2 K Swan

SCHOOL DONATION

Our Master Chef WO2 John
Wren’s wife, Tina, asked to take
part in one of our functions to raise
funds for the childr en of the Mount
Kilimanjaro school.  Tina herself
was going over to visit Kilimanjaro
and would be taking the donations
with her.  The Sqn held a cabaret
night with a raffle.  The funds raised
helped Tina buy essential
equipment for the kids, the
equipment included: first aid kits,
mosquito nets paper pencils and
much more.  Tina received several
thank you letters from the children,

and a Saltire Flag that was accompanying the equipment signed
by all those involved hangs proudly on their wall at school.  Well
done to all, the pictur e tells a thousand words.

REMEMBRANCE DA Y

We paraded at the TAC on an unusually bright and beautiful
morning.  SSgt Gor don Stewart sized the Sqn off followed by
some drill just to blow the cobwebs away , rehearsed a few eyes
right, eyes front etc.  The A/OC, Capt Jim McNaught then
inspected the tr oops, straightened a few of the young soldiers
out, briefed his of ficers then everyone headed off to the City
Centre.  

The Sqn marched past the cenotaph at Geor ge Square to
rapturous applause from the public with the CO taking the salute
on behalf of the Regt.  As the Sqn paraded at the city centr e the
remaining Officers and WOs attended the memorial service held
at Erskine Hospital, where the Regt presented a cheque for

£1,389 to the hospital appeal.  

After the Glasgow Parade, the Sqn
returned to barracks and marched
along the legendary Jardine Street
with our piper LCpl Beaton ,
complete with our Glasgow
Branch, Royal Signals Association
Members and the 2 dets of ACF
members, who are co-located at
Jardine St. This parade always
draws the locals and neighbours
out.  Sig Ross Keddie received
our annually awarded ‘The Rab
Neil Trophy’.  

This is a commemorative plaque
dedicated to a young, popular Sgt
who sadly passed away
unexpectedly after an Annual Camp

A thank you message to Tina and 32 Signal Regiment from
Africa
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held at Scarborough many years ago.  It is presented to the Best
Improved Young Soldier.  After the presentation it was of f to the
respective messes for a family lunch prepared by the Sqn Chefs,
who once again produced outstanding hot and cold food with a
very small budget.  A great day was had once again.

33 (LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj R Fitzpatrick
SSM WO2 Hopkinson

TRADE CAMP - by LCpl Pinnock

Comm Sys Op (V) Trade training course was held at Swynnerton
Training Camp between 22 – 31 January 2010.  This was the first
opportunity for many within the newly formed 33 Sig Sqn to begin
the conversion training from being Area Systems Operators to
Communication Systems Operators (V).  The trade course also
focused on ensuring that the Sqn could establish itself within its
new UK Ops role.

The training began with an initial introduction as many of the new
members to the Sqn and Regt had not pr eviously met.
Containing a mixture of trades, ranks and levels of experience,
this was the first chance for the Ops Team to assess the newly
formatted trade structur e.  With a program syllabus that
concentrated on all aspects of the Comm Sys Ops (V) role, the
DS Staff were both approachable and subject matter experts.
Consequently this facilitated a lear ning environment that was
productive and enjoyable.  The mixture of different ranks and
levels of experience was a positive aspect of the week, as
knowledge was shared and passed onto Class 4 soldiers with no
prior trade skills.

For evening entertainment the Sqn Ops Officer, WO2 Tony
Murphy had a cinema set up with a variety of films to keep the
soldiers entertained.  There was also a bar run by our Scottish
cousins and socializing was highly encouraged.  Towards the end
of the week WO2 Mick Hanna arranged a quiz, with the profit

from the bar used as prizes.  The first prize went to the techie
geeks (surprise, surprise!); however 2 of the only 3 girls on camp
shared 2nd Prize (a whole £10), LCpl Natasha Pinnock proving
to be the driving for ce and brains within her team.

The week culminated in a series of tests which wer e of both a
theoretical and practical in natur e.  Top student was awar ded to
our very own Sig Barry Sewel , who displayed a confident
attitude and a willingness to help others thr oughout the course.
We now look forward to the coming year to put into practice our
developing skill sets.  With the end of one training year and the
start of another the new 33 Sigs Sqn can only gain confidence
and momentum within its new r ole.

50 (NORTHERN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj A Black
SSM WO2 P Standing

January arrived with some serious snow-fall; however this didn’ t
stop the 50 Sqn massive from starting their Comm Sys Op
training.  Initially the training was delivered by the Regular staff
with soon to be WO1(YofS) Rob White at the forefront of it all.  It
was then up to the YofS (V) to take the helm.  32 Sig Regt ran the
January Trade camp which pr oved to be a huge success enabling
an element of the Sqn to be re-traded and pass on their new
found skill to the others.

January also saw the arrival of some UK Ops comms equipment.
50 Sqn received all of their Airwave and Command Support Team
kit to start training on.  W e were also lucky enough to receive
some Bowman radios.  This was the first time most of the Sqn
had ever seen Bowman and compared with Clansman – they
were quietly impressed!

The Sqn is focussing all of their efforts now on CS Op (V) training;
it is a challenging time in this environment but the Sqn r emains
focussed on progressive training to give us the capability to fulfil
our new role as a UK Ops Sqn.  

CO Lt Col AE Per cival
RSM WO1(RSM) CM Ogg

A REGIMENTAL TRIBUTE TO LT COL JOHN MACF ARLANE 
COMMANDING OFFICER 1992 – 1994 DIED 18 NOVEMBER
2009

Lt Col John Allan MacFarlane assumed command of 37th
(Wessex and Welsh) Sig Regt in June 1992 with HQ and a sabre
sqn in Bristol and other sqns in Bridgewater , Cardiff and
Stratford-upon-A von. No sooner had Marcia and the family
settled into a lovely quarter overlooking the Downs in Clifton, then
change was on the way.

It was decided that the Regimental HQ would move to Redditch
in Worcestershire in December 1992 and take over the Drill Hall
occupied by 4th Bn W orcestershire and Sherwood Foresters and
re-fashion an infantry company into a HQ Sqn fit for Royal
Signals. At the same time the Bridgewater Sqn would pass to a
new parent, replaced by 93 Sig Sqn in Blackbur n.

The new Regt, 37th Sig Regt (V) was born.

The move to Redditch was not the end of the transformation by
any means. The relocation had been very successful and the
great majority of the former infantry unit chose to r emain within
Royal Signals; much influenced by ‘ Big John’ s’ inimitable selling
skills. The bigger problem to overcome was the lack of radio
equipment and how to train for the coming 2 – 3 years befor e

new equipment was pr omised. Col John took on the task of
scrounging a quantity of former radio r elay vehicles on a 4 ton
chassis and transformed these into Comms Utility V ehicles,
equipped with all types of radio and trials wer e undertaken using
lap-top computers, with gr eat success, even in the very early
stages.

The training was realistic, rewarding and served to bond the new
Regt together, with a mixture of hard work and that important
ingredient, the social side of weekend training especially
important when trying to weld a new Regt together . This
bringing together of the Regt was in no small measur e due to the
tenacity and enthusiasm of John and established the Regt as the
lead in the Bde for early computer skills and technical ability .

Col John is remembered with great fondness and genuine
respect by the seasoned of ficers and soldiers who continue to
serve in the Regt, and by the many ex-members who paraded
with him for the final time at the Gr eat Malvern Priory 1on 1
December 2009. The Regt’s thoughts are with Marcia and their
children.

36 (EASTERN) SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj Rowson
SSM WO2(SSM) Pun 

The last few months have been a time of considerable change for
the Sqn, formerly 45 (Essex & Cinque Ports) Sig Sqn, part of 36

37th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
REDDITCH
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(E) Sig Regt.  We are now part of 37 Sig Regt, having bid a fond
farewell to the TACs at Southend and Ipswich and gaining a new
Tp located at Cambridge TAC.  We wish all the best to our old
colleagues at 36 Sig Regt and now look forwar d to the futur e with
our new colleagues at 37 Sig Regt. 

EXERCISE RED FREUNDSCHAFT

The late summer was a busy period for all members of the Sqn.
August saw the Sqn host 25 German Reservists on the second
leg of Ex RED FREUNDSCHAFT, our annual training exchange
with the German reservists of VBK 51 in the Baden-Württemberg
area of southern Germany.  The 3 day training package focused
on core military skills, offering the German reservists the
opportunity to see how we do our business.  Stands included
contact drills, casualty evacuation, mine strike and prisoner
handling and a tough but enjoyable time was had by all, no doubt
aided, much to the Germans surprise by sunshine thr oughout.

A break from the military training was organised by PSAO, Capt
Steve White, who tapped up one his innumerable contacts and
arranged a visit to the Tower of London for the German r eservists,
rounded off by the Ceremony of the Keys and a drink or two in
the Yeomens’ bar in the Tower of London.  Our thanks go to the
Yeoman Gaoler, John Keohane BEM , for arranging this.

The visit also provided the opportunity to r ecognise the hard work
put in over many years by 2 individuals who have been
instrumental in developing the relationship between the Sqn and
VBK 51.  Oberstleutnant Ber nhard Kempf presented a bronze
award from the German government to Sqn 2IC, Capt Gor don
Bathurst , whilst the OC, Maj Stuart Rowson , presented a Pace
Stick to Hauptfeldwebel Hermann Franz as a small token of our
appreciation for his friendship over the past 20 years.  The OC
has even grown to love Hermann’ s recurring comment over the
years on waking up at 0500hrs in the pouring rain in yet another
soaking wood – “Very fine – Infantry weather!”

SKYDIVING WITH THE ROYAL SIGNALS SPORT PARACHUTE
ASSOCIATION - by Lt Kim Mason

In 2005 as a newly transferred OCDT to the Royal Signals, and
Basic Category 8 qualified skydiver (the first qualification in
skydiving), I approached the now retired, Maj Simon Bristow of
the Royal Signals Sport Parachute Association (RSSPA), and
found the team more than happy to welcome new members (TA
and Regular) into the team and sport at whatever level you have
currently reached.

Throughout 2006 and 2007 when TA commitments allowed, the
team coached me to FS1 (the first formation skydiving
qualification) and accommodated me in the r ookie and
intermediate teams, developing my personal flying and canopy
skills among many progression weekends ran by Capt Rob
Campbell and Maj Mark Crinnion .  

In 2008 I was selected for the Senior Royal Signals Formation
Skydiving Team, with significantly mor e experienced skydivers
and ex-Red Devil Adele Murray , which following a short training
camp at the Bedfor d Wind Tunnel, we won.  This was the first
year the Senior Armed Forces Parachute Championships had not
been won by JSPC (N) who skydive on a daily basis as part of
their job or the British Army team.

In 2009 whilst balancing mobilised TA commitments to Op Tosca
alongside competing for the British Army intermediate team
(Nemesis), I also kept my place on the Royal Signals Senior Team
and we went on to r etain the Armed Forces Formation Skydiving
Champions Title.

For this I have received Corps colours for Sport Parachuting, and
continue to support the Royal Signals team and all its members. 

WELCOMES AND FAREWELLS

We would like to welcome to the Sqn: SSgt Justin Medcraft and
Sgt Ian Murray , who join as SPSI at Cambridge and PSI at
Colchester respectively.  We also welcome back Cpl Shona
Peachey and LCpl Sam Thatcher from Op OCULUS and LCpl
Dan Tyler from Op HERRICK.  We also welcome back from
sunny Corsham, LCpl ‘Fridge’ Fr eebody after his spell on FTRS.

We say farewell to SSgt Paul Bury , who finishes his tour as SPSI
at Colchester, although no doubt we will continue to see plenty of
him as he remains within the Garrison, moving to 216 Sig Sqn
and to Lt Louise Clark , who leaves the Corps to remain at
Ipswich TAC with the RLC: we wish them both well.  W e also bid
a temporary farewell to Sgts Adam Witcomb and Elaine Evans
as they begin a hopefully rewarding year on their FTRS
attachment to 7 Sig Regt in Elmpt, Germany and to Capt Rob
Price and SSgt Michael Goldsack , currently enjoying an
extended vacation in the sunny climes of Kandahar.  We look
forward to their safe return.

‘Buzz’ Bury surrenders to the Germans

Lt Kim Mason with the winning team

The CO presents Lt Kim Mason with her Corps Colours
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Finally, we say congratulations and farewell to Lt Kim Mason .
Congratulations as she was awarded her Corps Colours having
helped the Royal Signals Freefall Parachute Display Team retain
the Four Way Formation Skydiving Gold title in the Armed For ces
Parachute Championships and farewell as she leaves the TA in
January to attend her Regular commissioning course at
Sandhurst.

48 (CITY of BIRMINGHAM) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Rodenhurst
SSM WO2(SSM) Proffitt

A CHALLENGING SUMMER

On 28 April this year 35 Sig Regt like many others received the
devastating news that it was to be disbanded and although it
seemed an age at the time, this was followed by news that 48
(CoB) Sig Sqn was to survive and transfer to 37 Sig Regt, with a
new and challenging role to get our teeth into. 

With Ptarmigan assets already withdrawn, 48 continued
undaunted to train hard and prepare for the transfer.  Following
some periods of build-up training, Ex RUBBLE ANVIL saw the
Sqn take over Whinney Hill OBUA village in Catterick.  It was
dawn on the Saturday, the mist swirled around the stationary
Warrior AFVs and nothing but the twitter of bir ds could be heard.
At H-3 the 3 sects stealthily disembarked and took up their
break-in positions at the wir e entanglements.  At H hr the
bangalores were detonated and that was the start of a
tumultuous 4 hr assault on the village!  Sgts Truman , Colledge ,
Jones and Mulligan could be heard from a distance giving
boisterous encouragement to the tr oops.  Lt James Stein led
one sect crawling thr ough 200m of underground tunnels to
assault the final stronghold from an unexpected dir ection and
LCpl Chinery , LCpl Johnson and Sig Mahmood kept attacking
until there were just no more buildings to take.

Annual Camp quickly followed, seeing the final deployment of 35
Sig Regt to Garelochead.  This was an ex which culminated in an
ambitious live firing package maintaining a continuous blocking
action for 5 days, with pls r otating through from a FOB
commanded by Maj Rodenhurst until he used his “I’m a
Celebrity get me out of here” card.  Cpl Price deserves a mention
for his swift and thor ough dealing of the “suicide bombers” that
attacked the main gate while he was on duty and Sig Hathaway
and Sig Hussain both thoroughly enjoyed the daily routine of
crawling out thr ough the sluice gates to go out on clearance
patrol in the cat and mouse tactics of trying to deal with the
mortar attacks on the FOB, followed by the ritual drying of socks
afterwards.  Sig Hunter deserves a medal for protecting the rest
of the pl from the ferocious Scots midges by allowing them to
bite her from head to toe.

After camp the preparation was all about the Regimental
disbandment parade in Birmingham City centr e and the Sqn

handover parade on the pitch at Birmingham City Football Club
during half time. The disbandment parade went without a hitch
and, following the lowering of the Regimental standar d for the last
time, the Lord Mayor declared his wish to maintain close ties with
48 Sig Sqn. The handover was a similar success and Capt Steve
Cherry , the Sqn 2IC led the Sqn out at half time during the match
with Bolton.  2Lt Luke Cawston managed to miss some vital
words of command, lost in the cheers and applause of the
capacity crowd and continued mar ching until he grew tired!  The
event raised a massive £14,000 for ‘Help for Heroes’.

We are now rapidly gaining both equipment and necessary skills
to fulfil our new role, aided immensely by the addition of 896 (City
of Coventry) Tp, led by Lt Anna Reed .  They have joined us as
the survivors of 96 Sig Sqn, based in Coventry and we welcome
them warmly.

With new roles, a bigger footprint and str ength in depth the futur e
looks bright for the Sqn, the New Year will no doubt bring further
challenges and we look forward to meeting them head on.

53 (WALES and WEST) SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj Cosgr ove
SSM WO2(SSM) Webb

After the restructure of the Regt and the reduction in budgets, it
was positive to see that the tur nout of the Sqn in both Car diff and
Stratford was so high.  Forty odd volunteers at the Sqn’ s 2
locations paraded to honour and r emember the sacrifices made
by those before us. Many ex-Sqn members along with families
and partners also joined the Sqn, both at the bitterly cold
cenotaph and afterwards in the bar for a hot curry . 

In Cardiff, 832 and 833 Tps along with elements of SHQ led the
Army behind the band of the Royal Welsh which for was missing
its Goat Mascot, Shenkin, who died earlier this year.  The march
past around Cathays Park went faultlessly with members of the
public lining the route.

In Warwickshire there was an added poignancy as thousands
gathered to pay tribute.  As well as r emembering those killed in
the World Wars and other conflicts ar ound the globe, those who
failed to return from the on-going war in Afghanistan wer e also
very much in the thoughts of those who took part in parades and
services.

Pte Joe Whittaker , 20, from Stratford, a former member of 67
(QOWWY) Sig Sqn, serving with the 4th Bn Para Regt, was killed
by a mine in June 2008.  Warwickshire Royal British Legion
County Manager, Sebastian Hargr eaves said: “The services
were particularly poignant. This year was particularly to r emember
those who had fallen in Afghanistan, but obviously while also not
forgetting those who lost their lives in WW2 and other conflicts.”

Lt Stein and Sgt Colledge pr eparing for the assault

Bayonet training over the summer



THE WIRE, APRIL 2010 43

67 (QOWWY) Sig Sqn (V) has now become a remote Tp of 53 Sig
Sqn which has renamed to 53 (Wales and Western) Sqn (V) which
in turn has lost 900 Tp and its Brecon location. 

54 (WORCESTERSHIRE) SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj Gurung
SSM WO2(SSM) Mansell

THE KNIFE AND FORK COURSE…….THAT WASN’T

I recently attended the Late Entry Of ficers Course 09/2 along with
42 TA and NRPS (Non Regular Permanent Staff) from a multitude
of regts around the UK.  The course is designed to ensure that all
Late Entry (LE) Officers have an equal grounding into the skills
and knowledge required to help them in their new job r oles. I was
expecting to be taught how to speak pr oper’, which fork to use
and when, and of course how to open a champagne bottle with a
sword…easy life!

I was reliably informed before attending that it would be a fun
course, “Hard work, but you’ll enjoy it”, I think wer e the final
words from our RAO who attended the pr evious course.  I left the
Regular Army a few years ago and have completed a fair few
courses in my time, so I had a rough idea of what ‘could’ lie

ahead.  What I didn’t
appreciate was how much
a) knowledge fade I had, b)
how much the Army has
moved on it that time and c)
how many abbreviations I’d
forgotten!  

We covered military
discipline, war studies,
Counter Insurgency (theory),
Equality and Diversity, AGAI
67, roles of all the other
Corps and the 7 questions
estimate.  We completed a
TEWT, were given a guided
tour of Sandhurst, gave 2

presentations, and were fortunate enough to visit the Houses of
Parliament as well as have a couple of presentations at the MoD
Main Building.  We attended lectures on leadership in ops, Army
Doctrine, MS and career progression, report writing, JSP 101, as
well as a multitude of other subjects including the qualities of
leadership.  The standard of nearly all the lectures was excellent,
not just the subject matter but the lectur ers as well.  The
knowledge that the Sandhurst military staf f and academics have
is truly inspiring.

The course was a much needed injection to bring me into the
way the 21st Century British Army operates.  It was not easy; the
days were long in they were followed by evenings of homework,
but the camaraderie and coursemanship of the syndicates, as
well as the DS made it enjoyable.  In honesty, the good parts
were excellent and will be remembered for some time.

Good points; quality of instructors, being at Sandhurst, and many
insightful lessons.  

Funny points; Lining up for the course photo and watching the
£20,000 camera being blown of f its tripod (cruel but funny) and
the story by Maj Gen Marriott of his introduction, as a young
subaltern, to the other methods of being “disciplined” by a Sgt
Maj, priceless.  

53 (Wales and Western) Signal Squadron (Volunteers) at the Cardiff Remembrance 2009

38th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
SHEFFIELD

CO Lt Col AJ Parsons
RSM WO1(RSM) AJ Wyatt

FAREWELLS

Primarily as a result of the re-structuring of the Regt last year , the
WOs & Sgts Mess dined-out a large number of Mess members
on Saturday 30 January 2010.  Those leaving the Army were
WO2 Buz Small , SSgt Stephen Burke , SSgt Mick Hodds , SSgt
Cindy Meller , Sgt George MacGr egor and Sgt Paul White all
from 93 Sig Sqn (V). In addition, SSgt Stu Taylor , NRPS SQMS
with 46 Sig Sqn (V), has taken up an appointment as CAA with
Leicestershire, Rutland & Northamptonshire ACF while Sgt Ray
Boulton of 46 Sp Sqn (V) has retired having reached the
maximum age for service.

In addition to those leaving the Army, the following Mess
members have transferred to other units: WO2 Kev Bedfor d,
WO2 Jo Hartwell , SSgt John Dye , SSgt John Simpson , Sgt
Andy Kermode , Sgt Paul Mitchell and Sgt Dan W aterfield , all
formerly of 46 Sig Sqn (V), and Sgt Dave Rogers-Pooley from 93
Sig Sqn (V).

Finally, SSgt(SPSI) Dave Knowler left on posting. He was
formerly SPSI with 89 Sig Sqn (V) in Rugby which has been
reduced in size to become 891 Tp, 1 Sig Sqn (V).

A number of officers are also leaving the Regt. Maj Robin
Fitzpatrick , OC 93 Sig Sqn (V), and Capt Jim Batchelor , 2IC 46
Sig Sqn (V), are leaving on postings to 32 Sig Regt (V) and 73
Engr Regt (V) respectively and both Capt Les Jor dan, PSAO 64
Sig Sqn (V), and Capt David Edmunds , Regimental Ops Sp
Officer (ROSO) are retiring.

We thank all of them for their contribution to the success of their
Sqns and the Regt over many years. We wish them and their
families health and happiness for the futur e.

FREEDOM OF ENTRY TO THE CITY OF SHEFFIELD PARADE 
– 23 JANUARY 2010

Over 120 personnel from 38 Sig Regt (V) supported by the
Cambrai and Heavy Cavalry Band, based in Catterick, marched
through the streets of Sheffield on Sat 23 Jan 10 with swor ds
drawn and bayonets fixed.

Freedom of entry is an ancient honour granted to military
organisations, allowing them the privilege to mar ch into the city
“with drums beating, colours flying, and bayonets fixed”. This
honour dates back to the laws of ancient Rome that made it a
capital offence for Roman legions to enter the city in formation or
with weapons without permission to pr event ambitious generals
mounting a military coup.
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Similar laws were passed by cities throughout the Medieval era
for the same reason but legions, regiments, or other martial
groups that had given heroic service or whose honour was
beyond question, could be granted this Fr eedom City which gave
them the privilege of not having to disarm or br eak ranks before
the city gates were opened to them. Given the serious risk that
the city would be running, this was a rar e honour. Today, Freedom
of Entry to the City is an entirely ceremonial honour, but remains
the oldest and one of the highest civic honours.

It was only the second time that the Regt had exer cised its
Freedom of Entry to the City of Shef field since it was granted on
7th November 2001. The parade was an opportunity to welcome
1, 2 and 41 Sig Sqns to the Regt last year and to mark the
farewell to 46 and 93 Sig Sqns which are to be disbanded on 31
Mar 10. All 7 Sqns were represented in the parade.

On a cold winter mor ning, preparations and rehearsals of rifle drill
started at Sqn & Tp locations befor e Christmas but it wasn’ t until
the morning of the parade itself that all participants came together
at the Manor Top TA Centre in Sheffield to coor dinate their timings
and drill movements under the eagle eye of WO1(RSM) Andy
Wyatt before completing the final rehearsals before lunch and
departure for the city centr e.

The limited space in front of the City Hall restricted the Regt to a
maximum of 121 personnel on parade and they wer e organised
into 5 Sqn groups which were commanded by Maj Robin
Fitzpatrick , Maj Mo Fisher , Maj Will Carr , Maj Jason Fensome
and Maj Kevan Flanagan .

Once formed up outside the City Hall,
The Right Worshipful the Lord Mayor of
Sheffield, Cllr Graham Oxley made a
very supportive speech which was
responded to by the CO, Lt Col Andr ew
Parsons . The Lord Mayor then inspected
the front rank of the Regt, taking time to
speak to every soldier, before granting
permission for the Regt to mar ch through
the City with “swor ds drawn, bayonets
fixed and band playing”.

Shoppers broke out into spontaneous
applause as the proud members of the
Regt marched from the City Hall to the
Cathedral and then back to the Town Hall
where the Lord Mayor took the salute.
After the parade the City Council hosted
a reception and buf fet, with 3 barrels of
beer donated by Sheffield’s Kelham
Island Brewery, for all ranks, their families
and friends of the Regt in the Town Hall.

Mention must be made of the
outstanding contribution to the success
of the event by the normally unsung

admin staff, without whom the parade would not have been
possible. They were ably led by the Regt’s QM, Capt Stan Kelly ,
and QM(V), Capt Gary Cundy who were primarily supported by
the Regt’s senior chef, Sgt Ann Gibson, and SQMS 64 Sig Sqn
(V), SSgt Paul Ingram and his counterparts fr om the other Sqns.
Mention must also be made of ACF cadets fr om the Royal
Signals affiliated detachment based at our Manor Top TA Centre
in Sheffield who collected almost £422.19 fr om the crowds during
the parade for the ABF and SSAFA.

All members of the Regt, whether on parade or working in a
support role, felt a tremendous pride in both the Regt and
themselves.  Considerable positive publicity was also generated
by the parade which has already resulted in a greater number of
enquiries being received by our recruiting team in Sheffield.  The
CO, Lt Col Parsons , was interviewed for the local commer cial
radio station Hallam FM and the local papers printed excellent,
positive coverage of the event.  A photograph was on the fr ont
page of both the South Yorkshire Weekly Gazette and Sheffield’s
evening paper, the Star, which also devoted the whole of its page
3 to a write-up and photographs,

The parade was a great success in cementing the relationship
between the Regt and Sheffield’s Council and promoted the Regt
and the Army to the citizens of Shef field who demonstrated their
support thr ough their spontaneous applause during the mar ch.  It
was also a great success as an ex in team-building and for ging
the newly re-structured Regt into an effective and cohesive entity.

1 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj MC Fisher
SSM WO2(SSM) MJ Gott

MK DONS – ARMED FORCES DAY
- by Sgt Nick Vernon

Former Rangers man Peter Leven , an MK
Dons midfielder, pledged to donate £5 to
‘Help for Heroes’ for every MK Dons goal
scored this season.  Before long his team
mates followed suit and the fundraising took
off.  Inspired by this generous pledge, MK
Dons decided to designate a home game as
Armed Forces Day.  The date chosen was
Saturday 5 December 2009 when MK Dons
played Yeovil Town.  MK Dons invited
representatives from all the local military
units including Regular, TA and Cadets.  The
Royal British Legion and other veterans
associations were also invited.

Ten personnel from 1 Sig Sqn (V) took up
the kind invitation and we wer e soon looking
forward to “a day at the Dons” – especially
me, Sgt Nick V ernon a true Dons

The Regt awaiting the officers in front of the City Hall 

The CO escorting the Lord Mayor forward to
inspect the Regiment

The Regiment saluting the Lord Mayor at the Town Hall
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supporter.  Before the match we were given an excellent tour
around the stadium and took advantage of the lounge facilities on
offer.  Effectively we were Club Red members for the day.  The
hospitality shown to all military guests, whether serving, Regular ,
TA, Cadet or veteran was excellent and made for a fantastic
atmosphere.

A party of 6 from each unit and veteran representatives were
asked to take part in a half time parade.  This was to be a very
simple march around the perimeter track then straight back into
the stand.  However, the FA has strict rules which state that half
time cannot be any longer than 15 mins so as we had veterans
marching, and sadly some of them ar e not as light on their feet as
they used to be, we had a dry run befor e kick off to ensure that it
could be done with plenty of time to spar e.

The match day ball was ceremoniously marched onto the pitch by
members of the RAF from RAF Halton.  As they marched out, the
players from both MK Dons and Yeovil Town formed a guard of
honour from the tunnel.  The RAF then saluted the Mayor of
Milton Keynes and marched back to the tunnel.

The game itself was fast and furious with Yeovil going ahead
within 40 secs then the Dons coming back to equalise within 5
mins through Sam Baldock their No 11.  Again Yeovil managed
to get a goal ahead before the break.  When the half time whistle
went it was time for the parade. Sgt Nick V ernon , Cpl Dan
Yates , Cpl Steph Quantr ell , Sig Dan Syed-Hussain , Sig Steve
Burling and Sig Mark Pr ockter were the chosen 6 to represent 1
Sig Sqn (V).  As we marched around the perimeter track 3 Royal
British Legion standards were marched out to the centr e circle.
Everyone in the stadium was on their feet and applauding.  The
noise from the crowd was terrific.  It was a very pr oud time for all
involved and it really made us feel that our troops are being
supported, no matter what dif fering opinions there may be about
the UK involvement in current ops.

The second half of the game was also played at a very fast pace.
When a penalty was awarded against Yeovil Town it was Peter
Leven who stepped up to take the penalty .  After he had
smashed it into the back of the net, he tur ned to the guest stand
and saluted the Armed Forces, dedicating the goal to them. The
match ended as a 2 – 2 draw, but without it being too much of a
cliché, everyone felt like a winner.  Following the post-match
presentations, the man of the match Aaron Wilbraham and
Peter Leven met and thanked all the military representatives.

1 Sig Sqn would like to thank MK Dons, and especially Peter
Leven , for putting on the MK Dons Armed For ces Day and for
their fund-raising ef forts.  Peter has so far raised almost £5,500
for ‘Help for Heroes’, including £2,165 collected in a single
afternoon at the MK Dons Armed Forces Day.  Yeovil Town have
very kindly offered to mirror the event and the return match on 27
February, will be designated “Yeovil Town Armed Forces Day”.  To
show your support for Peter Leven go to
www.justgiving.com/peter -leven

2 (CITY OF DUNDEE AND HIGHLAND) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj B Williams
SSM WO2(SSM) WD Smith

SQUADRON BURNS SUPPER

The traditional Officers, WOs and Sgts Burns Supper was held in
our Dundee TA Centre on Saturday 30 January 2010. The function
was well attended by members of the Sqn and their guests.

The invited dignitaries were the CO, Lt Col Parsons , who was
given some ‘special’ Scottish hospitality , and the new Sqn Col,
Col (Retd) Eric Blyth , who was dined-in.  Col Blyth is a former
OC 2 Sig Sqn (V) who went on to be CO 32 Sig Regt before
serving at HQ 2 (NC) Sig Bde, during which time he served on a
op tour in Iraq.  His final post befor e retirement was as a
watchkeeper with 51st (S) Bde.

NAISMITH TROPHY

The Naismith Trophy is awarded to the most impr oved junior rank
within the Sqn who has demonstrated a level of performance that
is above and beyond what is expected of a soldier of their curr ent
rank and experience.

The trophy was purchased by the Officers, WOs and Sgts of the
Sqn.  This year the award went to Sig Ruaridh Macleod of Sp Tp
who was presented with the trophy by the OC, Maj Bledd
Williams .

41 (PRINCESS LOUISE’S KENSINGTON) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj J Fensome
SSM SSgt S May

SQUADRON CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Sqn Christmas party was well supported this year and thanks
go to Capt Bob Goulding , Cpl Chris Page and LCpl Sam
Murkin for its organisation and set up.  We also thank and all
those that were drafted in at the last minute to help with the
minutiae that goes into making these occasions so successful.
Over 100 officers, soldiers and guests sat down to dinner and
they were joined by Maj Andy Powell , 2IC 38 Sig Regt (V) who
represented the CO. 

A special mention goes to Sgt Ollie North for taking away the
bottle of champagne awar ded to the biggest winner at the casino
tables after dinner.  Clearly the G4 cell is spending too much time
practising blackjack.  W e just haven’t caught them at it yet.

In the best of traditions, the evening was r ounded off with the
standard display of bad dancing. Unfortunately the nominees in
this category were too numerous to mention individually!

SSgt(SPSI) George Cowan addressing the haggis

The OC presenting the trophy to Sig Ruaridh Macleod
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VISIT OF DEPUTY COMMANDER 2 (NC) SIGNAL BRIGADE

Immediately following our r eturn after Christmas, the Sqn were
delighted to receive a visit from the 2 (NC) Sig Bde Deputy Comd
(V), Col Mark Smith TD who spent the evening visiting Sqn
training.  At the end of which he pr esented Cpl Warren
O’Driscoll with his Op TELIC medal and the OC, Maj Jason
Fensome , with his VRSM.  The Sqn was pleased to have made
such a positive impact and wer e heartened by Col Smith’ s kind
words at the end of parade.

WELCOMES

The Sqn is very pleased to welcome Sgt Dave Gunter to the
Royal Corps of Signals.  After 29 years service in the REME, Sgt
Gunter has re-badged to Royal Signals to take up the post of 
ED Sgt.  Although already well known to the Sqn fr om his time as
our Fitter Sect Comd, he is already making his mark in his new
role.

FAREWELLS

The Sqn says goodbye to SSgt Sandra Evans , our PSI.  SSgt
Evans will be sorely missed throughout the Sqn as her dedication
and hard work had won her many friends at both Coulsdon and
Kingston TA Centres. The officers and soldiers of 41 Sig Sqn (V)
wish her every success and good fortune for the futur e.

64 (CITY OF SHEFFIELD) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj KM Flanagan TD
SSM WO2(SSM) T Grant

887 TROOP MATTS AND BOWMAN TRAINING WEEKEND 
4 – 6 DECEMBER 2009

The weekend training started promptly at 1925hrs on the Friday
evening with a quick head count and a check of the ‘R U
Coming’ sheets to see how many extra soldiers had tur ned up!  It
has even been known on the odd occasion for less soldiers to
turn up than expected.  Would you believe it?

The weekend’s training was based at Sheffield University’s Officer
Training Corps’s Somme Barracks, which is located close to
Sheffield city centr e.  On arrival we were greeted by an ever
smiling SQMS, SSgt Paul Ingram , and were quickly shown our
accommodation and given the timings for the weekend’ s training.
Without much further ado the soldiers handed their money 
over to the SQMS and LCpl Lisa Mayfield for a bottle of pop or
two!

Saturday morning started bright and early with a much
appreciated slap-up br eakfast, courtesy of SSgt Ingram and his
bright-eyed assistant LCpl Mayfield .  Straight after breakfast it
was into MATTs training for those that still needed these subjects.
A det led by SSgt Shar on Mitchell and Sgt Jim Berridge went
off to Totley training area, on the western outskirts of the city to
carry out Bowman training.  

Back at Somme Barracks all soldiers wer e given the opportunity
to get ‘eyes on’ the Bowman vehicle, and wer e given a brief
introduction to its working capabilities by Sgt Berridge and Cpl
James Fowler .  It was a relief to actually see the kit that we have
all heard so much about. There was also the opportunity for 2 of
our soldiers to attempt their PFT as the UOTC were running
MATT 2 and they agreed to our guys taking part.

Saturday evening saw the glad rags coming out and being
donned by the soldiers in r eadiness for the Junior Ranks
Christmas Party.  Those not attending it, namely the SNCOs and
Officers decided to sample the delights of Shef field’s nightlife.

Sunday morning’s lie-in was much appr eciated but no time was
wasted getting straight into the final stage of the MA TTs wash-up.
Did we really see Sgt Ther esa ‘TC’ Fr eeman from 46 Sig Sqn
and in uniform?

This was a thoroughly enjoyable weekend. It was well thought out
with varied training and with the added bonus of being able to
get to know our fellow Sqn members fr om 849 Tp in Leeds, who
may be new to our Regt but hopefully after this weekend now feel
part of the family.

COMMS TRAINING WEEKEND 5 – 7 FEBRUAR Y 2010
- by LCpl Michael Morley

On Friday 5 February 887 Tp gathered at Nottingham TA Centre
ready for deployment to our r espective ex locations. The chosen
few who were on Initial Operational Capability (IOC) training were
off to Manor Top TA Centre in Sheffield where they were to
PACEX and load their dets prior to deployment to Chilwell,
Beckingham and Sheffield.  LCpl Stu Rowell and I drove up in a
Land Rover.  SSgt Bal Ross drove up in style, getting familiarised
on the new Pinzgauer Puch 6x6 vehicle by LCpl Chris Stokes ,
who over the course of the weekend also managed to get several
others familiarised on Wolf and Pinzgauer. 

On arrival at Beckingham we located SQMS, SSgt Paul Ingram
and his assistant for the weekend LCpl Lisa Mayfield , who
helped us unload the back of the Land Rover.  It wasn’t long
before the rest of the Tp arrived and helped us out.  Soon the
task was completed and we wer e sent off to unpack our kit fr om
the vehicles and locate our accommodation.

The briefing at 2230hrs informed us that we had a camp full of
cadets, that there would be a fire alarm at 0715hrs for the cadets
only and that there was only one block of ablutions on the camp
that we could use.  Unfortunately this block was some distance
from our block which meant we needed to walk some distance in
the freezing morning to get our daily personal admin sorted out.

On Saturday, the fire alarm which was supposed to go of f at
0715hrs for the cadets, and we wer en’t supposed to r espond to,
went off at 0645hrs.  This upset a few individuals who wer e trying
to squeeze in an extra 15 mins sleep following a previously long
day at work and the subsequent late finish the night befor e.

Breakfast started at 0700hrs and there was a queue that seemed
to stretch forever.  Fortunately the staff at the cookhouse wer e on
the ball and the queue dissipated quickly , enabling plenty of time
to get a much welcomed br eakfast.  Slightly less fortunate news
arrived when attempting to get a cof fee from the machine in the
form of a message that the boiler was empty and we would have
to wait for the water to boil again but 5 mins later .  Coffee in
hand, we sat down to a fine br eakfast.

At 0800hrs we were all on parade where we were joined by the
other Tps of 64 Sig Sqn (V), from Sheffield and Leeds and the
Tps of 1 Sig Sqn.  We were then split into our syndicates for the
day’s training.  I was placed in Syndicate 2 and we wer e given
our day’s lesson plan.

We started off with some much needed training on the Light Field
Generator (LFG) from LCpl Steve Unwin , moved on to welcome
revision on Voice Procedure (VP) by SSgt Shar on Mitchell which
went well, probably because as a teacher she is used to
controlling primary school childr en.  To much amusement, we
were informed via the PA system that the cadet tuck shop was
open and some of us wonder ed if we could pass as cadets.  A bit
of PT led by SSgt Ibby Nevill before lunch went down a tr eat and
left us all with hearty appetites.

Lunch was again a surprise with generous portions of pie and
chips to put back all those calories that we bur nt only 30 mins
before when killing ourselves on the PT run.  It was nice though.
The Antennas and Propagation (A&P) lesson from WO2 Pete
Cooper went down well, and was a much needed r efresher for
people like myself who have spent many of the pr evious year’s
ICS weekends communicating on other means such as IT based
and satellite systems.

The final lesson was run by Sgt Tony Wressell , who provided us
with an excellent introduction to the new VHF Bowman
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equipment we have received. This was a real treat for all of us,
and we are all looking forward to get mor e hands on training as
our new role is based around the Bowman system.

Sunday started with another fir e alarm going off – this time it was
not a drill!   Fortunately when the building was inspected it was
found to be a false alarm.  After breakfast we embarked on the
first of the confirmation lessons: VP, led by SSgt Graham
Roberts with the assistance of SSgt Shar on Mitchell .  It went
well and confirmed what we wer e taught in the Bowman and VP
lessons the previous day.

In the confirmation A&P lesson led by WO2 Pete Cooper , we got
practice putting up various types of dipoles.  The masts we ar e
using for the Bowman system ar e different from the 8m and 12m
Racal masts that we used with the old Clansman radios.  This
gives us some initial difficulties, but we soon adapted and
overcame. That said, at this point I wouldn’ t feel overly confident
about putting one of these new masts up in the dark on my own,
although I am sure that we all soon will all be as confident on the
new equipment as we were on the old.

And so to the end of yet another fine weekend of training and we
were all sent home for tea, biscuits and medals.

In summary, the weekend went well, with everybody getting
valuable training, whether this was on driver training, exposur e to
the new radio system or going thr ough training to reaffirm our
skills as operators.  A big thanks to all the training and sp staf f
who helped make this weekend such a success, and a special
thanks to SSgt Chrissie Bull who organised the weekend, and
whose hard work ensured that everybody br ought back
something useful in the form of new skills.  I am sur e I speak for
the rest of the Sqn when I say I am looking forwar d to Ex SQN
REFRESHER II in a few weeks time.

FREEDOM OF ENTRY TO THE CITY OF SHEFFIELD PARADE –
A VIEW FROM NOTTINGHAM - by SSgt Phil Howes

On Saturday 23 January 2010, the Regt exercised its Freedom of
Entry to the City of Sheffield. However, before the members of
887 Tp in Nottingham could take our part in this grand occasion,
we needed to be whipped into shape. This started befor e
Christmas when WO2(SSM) Trevor Grant paid the Tp a visit to
remind us, in his unmistakeable style, of the subtle dif ferences
between shouldering, sloping and pr esenting arms.  As one who
has not done much ‘gun-juggling’ in the last 10 years it was mor e
than welcome!  With several Tuesday nights and a bitterly cold
Saturday in early January turned over to further practice, we
became, to be frank, very nearly OK.

887 Tp provided a healthy 20 or so soldiers of all ranks to help fill
the parade, but for a few unlucky souls other r oles were
forthcoming; guar d, pan bash, photographers and the parade
security detail to name but a few .  They may have been a
combination of lame, shy, unshapely or uncoordinated but their
efforts were essential to the smooth running of the whole event
nonetheless. Thanks.

To ensure the Regt functioned as one, WO1(RSM) Andy Wyatt
put us all through our paces on the mor ning of the parade.  This
started at 0800hrs with a bit of light mar ching under SSMs to
blow the Friday night cobwebs away .  This was followed by rifle
drill at the halt and we then moved on to pr ogressive practices for
the parade.  We even had a couple of stand-ins for the Lor d
Mayor of Sheffield for good measure.  

Special mention must go to LCpl Nakita Marshall who made it
into the front rank after only 2 training sessions and some
impromptu practice with a car dboard poster tube back at our T A
Centre.  Anyway, it was soon time for a mid-mor ning bowl of
soup, a bread roll and a brew, all courtesy of the hard working
chefs and Regimental admin team.  After a quick change into our
exquisitely pressed kit, the call came to ‘get on the bus ’ and after
a swift journey that took in the delights of the Shef field one-way
system it was followed by a ‘get of f the bus’ too!

The tensions grew as we waited for the of f. There were last
minute run-throughs of individual drill movements and a few
nervous smiles and waves to the odd passer by .  Then, after a
final pep-talk to us by the RSM, it was time for the main event.
We stepped of f to the beat of The Heavy Cavalry and Cambrai
Band and smartly marched to the parade location outside
Sheffield City Hall.  After the parade was handed over to the CO
we all settled in to await the arrival of the Lor d Mayor of Sheffield
Cllr Graham Oxley .  After a couple of glowing speeches, the
Lord Mayor reviewed the assembled troops and, following a
couple of change arms to r elieve tiring arms, he finally arrived at
yours truly, the last man on the front rank and commented on
how tall I was.  Oh my mother will be so pr oud!

Marching through the streets of Sheffield was a great experience,
even for those who didn’ t quite manage to avoid the warm
business that fell from the rear of the police horses that cleared
the route ahead of us.  We passed cheering and clapping
onlookers along with some bemused shoppers too but we
pressed on and the Lord Mayor took the salute having moved his
location to the fr ont of Sheffield Town Hall. 

After the parade concluded we wer e all invited into the Town Hall
and greeted by the Lord and Lady Mayoress where a delicious
hot-cob buf fet and a number of highly refreshing barrels of locally
produced real ale were laid on.  We were also joined here by
family members, friends of the Regt and  local dignitaries.  All in
all it was a really good day and every man and woman was pr oud
to be on parade.

46 (CITY OF DERBY) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj JS Hubbar d

DISBANDMENT - by Capt Carolyn Ryan-Gilbank

Following to the announcement last autumn that the Sqn was to
be disbanded on 31 Mar ch 2010, all soldiers were informed that
their last training day was to be Tuesday 30 September 2009.
Most soldiers have been proactive and found alter native
employment, the majority with 73 Engr Regt (V) which already had
a Tp established at the Kingsway TA Centre, Derby.  A re-badging
ceremony was carried out on the evening of Wednesday 13

The Lord Mayor talking to SSgt Howes
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January 2010. This auspicious occasion was well supported by
73 Engr Regt (V), who ensured that soldiers from its Sqns based
in Chesterfield and Chilwell were in attendance to welcome on
board the 21 soldiers who wer e transferring in from 46 Sig Sqn
(V).

A further 4 soldiers have been successful in securing positions
within 887 Tp, 64 Sig Sqn, based at in Nottingham. They have
been welcomed, integrated into the Tp and encouraged to attend
all training, MTDs permitting.

Looking forward; a busy time lies ahead for the remaining 46 Sig
Sqn (V) personnel, all 3 of them. Between them, the OC, Maj
James Hubbar d, the PSAO, Capt Car olyn Ryan-Gilbank , and
the Finance Clerk, SSgt Jane Batchelor ; will be ensuring that all

loose ends are tied up and dealt with appr opriately before
disbandment.

The Sqn’s Disbandment Parade will take place at 1000hrs on
Saturday 20 March 2010.  It will start with a service in Derby
Cathedral and will culminate in the title “City of Derby” being
formally accepted back by the Lor d Mayor from 46 Sig Sqn (V)
and then bestowed upon 73 Engr Regt (V).

The parade will be followed by a Disbandment Party within the
Kingsway TA Centre in the evening.  Such has been the demand
for this once in a lifetime, ticket-only occasion that a strict criteria
for the allocation of tickets has had to be applied – no favouritism
at all, honestly.  There will be a report on these events the next
issue of The Wire.  

39th (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
BRISTOL

CO Lt Col CM Lankester TD
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Lithgow

The early part of 2010 has been busy for RHQ and Regimental
Ops in the run up to the CO’s handover of command. The
Regimental Officers will dine out the CO, Lt Col Lankester on 27
February with Lt Col Sharkey taking over the reins on 8 March,
just in time for the new Regimental establishment to go live
before Easter.

The RAO, Maj Rick Lock and the QM’s Senior Storekeeper Bob
Gleed have been in an out of hospital over the last few months
so the Regt wishes them both a full and speedy r ecovery.

SUPPORT (NORTH SOMERSET YEOMANRY) SQUADRON
BRISTOL

OC Maj P Smith
SSM WO2(SSM) C Jones

Asst Comd Theatre Troops, Brig Beacom , visited Horfield TA
Centre on 08 December.  During his visit he observed training on
CASSIM carried out by Cpl Ken  McNally , assisted by other
members of the RAMC team, Pte Laura Morris and LCpl Ian
Bailey . The visit ended with an all ranks buffet in the ‘Jimmy
Club’ where Brig Beacom had time for an informal chat with
members of the Sqn.

The Sqn is busy preparing for Ex WESSEX DRAGON which is due
to take place 12 – 14 March. The aim is to practise all elements
of the Sqn in their op role in support of UK Ops.   

The Sqn was well represented at the 39 Sig Regt Annual Burns
Night Supper, organised by Maj (QM) Phil Abbott on 30 January.
The evening began with drinks in the bar, followed by a traditional
Haggis and Neeps supper in the Officers Mess.  Cpl Andy
Badman paraded the Haggis into the mess, pr eceded by the
traditional piper.  Entertainment was provided by mess members
giving (attempting) recitals of poems by Rabbie Bur ns, which
became increasingly less poetic as the evening and sampling of
various fine Scotch whiskies pr ogressed.

Congratulations to Sig Barry Saunders on passing his TA
Recruit’s Course at ATR Pirbright with flying colours; a first class
report – good effort!  Good luck to Sigs Steven Appleton , Lee
Merriman , Josh Stawr owski and Polly Gilder , who are starting
their Phase 2 Training early next month.  Sig Stawr owski’ s dad,
Sgt Michael Stawr owski is the unit Master Chef, and he is
following his son’s military career with interest. Let’s hope he
does credit to the family name!

Sgt Kerry Hill has recently returned from a week long attachment
to 40 Sig Regt in Ireland, where her assistance with their driver
training for Op TOSCA was gratefully received.

The Regt bids farewell this month to WO2(RQMS) ‘Dickie’
Dickinson , who is leaving the Army after 23½ years to start a
new career in civilian life.  WO2 Dickinson’ s ready wit and his
assistance to the Sqn in general and our ‘Q’ staf f in particular will
be sorely missed.  We wish him all the best for the futur e.

93 Sqn’s SPSI, SSgt Sean Kelly is also leaving the Army in
March after 22 years of service with the Corps in various
postings, including 7 Armd Bde, 11 EOD, 14 Sig Regt  and of late
39 Sig Regt (V), as SPSI of 57 and 93(NSY) Sp Sqns.  Sean is
taking up a new career in project management on comms
infrastructure for the MoD.  Hopefully he will have more time to
enjoy his hobby of motor cycling.  We wish Sean and his family all
the very best for the futur e.

We would like to give a warm welcome to SSgt Glyn Ansell , who
joins us in March from 14 Sig Regt, to take over as SPSI.  It is his
first posting with the TA.  We hope he will enjoy his stay with us
and get used to the many and varied characters for which the T A
are by now famous or is it  infamous?

56 SIGNAL SQUADRON EASTBOURNE

OC Maj I Holland
SSM WO2 G Windham

Training has continued to tick along slowly , even with last year’s
financial and MTD restrictions in place.  WO2 Gary Windham and
his team have managed to familiarise over 15 soldiers on the new
Land Rover Wolfs.  Over half the trained soldiers have now
completed Bowman PET and we are slowly getting the new
clothing stor e up and running in the TA centre.  Recruiting
continues to be the main ef fort and slowly the numbers ar e rising
with the emphasis on quality rather than quantity .

Col Ray Wilkinson TD , Comd SGRS and a former Sqn Comd at
56 Sqn, visited Eastbourne in December.  He presented a VRSM
medal to Sgt Joanne Reader for her loyal service to the TA and
the Sqn.  

Ten members of the Sqn provided CIVPOP to 229 Sig Sqn at
Lydd Ranges, Kent, in early January.  It was a great experience
for those involved and a chance to show of f their acting as well
as fighting skills for some.  Several soldiers ended up with
bruises and ripped clothing but fun was had by all.  One of the
funniest moments was when LCpl Millen’ s jacket melted when a
smoke grenade was set off next to it!  It was also a good insight
into some of the other areas that Royal Signals soldiers work in.

Our SPSI, SSgt Mac McMullen and Sqn 2IC, Capt Keir on
Francis made up part of the 39 Sig Regt ski team that took part
in the Corps championships in Kaprun, Austria. It was gr eat to
see TA soldiers volunteering as well, even though they would not
get paid for the ex, unlike their Regular counterparts.  Anyone
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who thought it would be a “holiday” was mistaken!  It was
apparently quite physically demanding.  39 Sig Regt won the
Territorial Army Ski Cup in both Slalom and Giant Slalom. Five
more members of the Sqn are going back in February for the
Regimental skiing ex.

The all ranks Christmas party was fun as always, with a meal at a
local hostelry after a day of MATTs testing. This was followed by a
Sqn rugby re-match against a local side.  A last minute try by the
other side ended in a loss by 7 points to 6.  However , they also
had one player evacuated by air ambulance and another with
concussion. The helicopter was called in by Cpl Gar eth Hulin
who was also playing, but put his “paramedic” day job hat on to
request the helicopter.  Apparently the Ops WO, WO2 Steve Hall
was heard shouting that this would be the only helicopter the T A
would see in this training year!

Several promotions have taken place since the autumn.
Congratulations to Sgt Tim Still on becoming a SSgt, and Sig
Patrick Mays and Sig Eddie Boys who are now LCpls . 

Congratulations to Cfn Matt Phillips on the birth of his new baby
girl just before Christmas.

On a sadder note, one of our previous Tp Comds, Lt Andr ew
Jelinek has recently arrived back in the UK after a severe
accident in a Mastif f armoured vehicle whilst chasing insurgents
in Afghanistan whilst serving in the HCR (Blues and Royals).  He
has multiple fractured bones and a broken back.  We wish him
and his family all the best and a speedy recovery.

We have the prospect of a whole new change in the Sqn
management in early 2010.  The OC, Maj ‘Dutch’ Holland
finishes his 3 year tenure and the present 2IC, Capt Keir on
Francis steps up to the mark.  A new SPSI comes in January
from 11 Sig Regt, so welcome to SSgt Mark Anderson and the
PSAO, Capt Gary Jennion finally gets to work full time in the TA
centre after closing down 31 Sig Regt in London. 

57 (CITY & COUNTY OF BRISTOL) SIGNAL SQUADRON
BRISTOL

OC Maj B Ruthven (also 2IC Regt)
SSM WO2(SSM) R Sharp

57 Sig Sqn has had a welcome quiet period since our last r eport.
With the Sqn Freedom Parade and Remembrance Parade out of
the way, it was time for the soldiers to let their hair down and
enjoy the Christmas festivities.  The Christmas weekend was
enjoyed by all and is explained in greater detail in the excerpt
below.  January has been a month of consolidation with MA TTs
training and Ex HORSESHOE KNOWLEDGE which the OC and
2IC attended at 2 Sig Bde HQ in Corsham.  As we move into
February, the Sqn is starting to ramp up for another busy year ,
kicking of f with CLM training for the curr ent and aspiring NCOs
and the 43 Bde CAST.  From there, we move on to Bowman

training for the soldiers and some UK Ops r efresher training for
the officers, before a Bowman Test Ex in March.  As this will be
the first opportunity for the Sqn to deploy its gr een kit for some
time, we are looking forward to getting out into the field and
blowing of f some cobwebs.  A r eport on the ex and any amusing
episodes, of which ther e are sure to be many, will follow in the
next edition.

BAH HUMBUG - by WO2(SSM) Sharp

As the end of the year drew to a close it was time once again for
the Sqn to have its Christmas weekend.  Traditionally the
weekend gives the officers and SNCOs the opportunity to serve
the junior ranks their (first of many) Christmas dinners.  The
weekend is organised with the emphasis on all participants
having fun and enjoying themselves, generally letting their hair
down and blowing of f a little steam!

This year the Sqn was joined by Sp Sqn – the more the merrier!
Saturday’s activities were organised at a local outdoor events
company ‘Max Events’ wher e all attendees were able to partake
in clay pigeon shooting, archery, quad biking, rage buggies, and
for those who liked a mor e sedate pace or were afraid of bursting
a colostomy bag or needed somewher e to put the Zimmer frame,
hovercrafts.

Due to recent rainfall most of the site r esembled the Somme, with
mud knee deep in places which made inter esting conditions for
the wheeled events!   All of those who drove the rage buggies
found steering was not the har dest thing to do, being able to see
the course with a face full of mud was the challenge!  The Quad
bikes also proved a little interesting to handle in the conditions as
yours truly can vouch for.

The afternoon’s activity was paintballing and in the fr eezing and
wet conditions this was going to pr ove interesting!  Those with
the mettle would stay and play , while those needing the warmth
of a radiator and a cuddle fr om the Sp Sqn PSAO waited at the
TAC for the brave to return.  The Regt 2IC was Packet Comd for
those throwing smoke and going left flanking back to T AC for tea
and cuddles, leaving the rest of us to prepare for war.  Safety
equipment, goggles and overalls wer e donned, with the of ficers
kindly selecting the most lime gr een coloured ones they could
find, just in case anybody was r eally going to struggle to see
them through misted goggles!

Teams were decided and the battle lines drawn, then the whistle
was blown and battle commenced.  Casualties began to fall on
each team, whether this was down to accurate marksmanship or
the ability to unload a full pot of paintballs into the general
direction of the enemy!  All too soon the last game was upon us,
a last man standing game for those who still had Ammo left.  All
deployed onto the battlefield once mor e to individual hiding
places, the soldiers at one end and the of ficers at the other –
coincidence?  The whistle blew and Capt Trevelion and Capt
John kindly acted as Figure 11 targets – although Figure 11s are
supposed to fall when hit, rather than scr eam, jump around and
clutch various parts of their anatomies!

39 Signal Regiment winning ski team – Maj Humphries, Capt
Francis, SSgt Sullivan, SSgt McMullen and LCpl Haines

Capt John – Vindaloo before Rage Buggies was not a good idea
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After the final whistle had blown it was back to the T AC to shower
and pretty ourselves for the evening entertainments.  Thanks to
Cpl Andy Badman and his team for producing a top class meal,
his thorough attention to detail and pr esentation.  After the meal
everyone retired to the bar for a ‘few’ drinks, disco and a display
from Cpl ‘Herbie’ Hyde and Lt Andy Peters showing why they
were not selected for this year’s ‘Strictly Come Dancing’.’
A special thanks must go to SSgts Sean Kelly and Chris Cant ,
for organising an excellent day.

94 (BERKSHIRE YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON WINDSOR

OC Maj A Hawes
SSM WO2(SSM) C Dean

With the Christmas break and the flurry of snow in the New Year
this has not been the busiest period for the Sqn.  Remembrance
Sunday saw the Sqn parading at both Windsor and A ylesbury
with the standard high turnout for this key event in the calendar.
December brought a MATTs wash-up at Knook Camp with the
requisite wind and driving rain.  All this was soon for gotten,
however, with the exuberance of the Sqn Christmas Meal; the
new 860 Tp now initiated into all the unique Berkshir e Yeomanry
traditions. 

The snow at the start of the year has caused delays in work-up
training towards being operational in April.  Despite the challenge
increasing, however, the training continues apace for all Sqn
members.  More recently, more PSI movements see us losing
SSgt(YofS) Chochangi to an op posting – we wish him all the
best for a safe tour. 

The reorganisation of Aylesbury TAC continues with changes on a
weekly basis as the new working environment evolves.  However
the Tp is settling into its new r outine and responding well even
with the enduring changes.  

The 860 Tp Christmas function also served as the final 60 (RBH)
Sig Sqn function with a number of ex-colleagues coming along
for the party.  It ended up being gate-crashed by a ‘ Sig
Christmas ’ complete with r ed suit and white beard and sack!
Sig Christmas and his helpful elf gave out presents including a
special gift of a photo of Maj Knight in his natural element of
running a Rifle Range.  

The New Year saw the country grind to a halt due to weather but
860 Tp’s soldiers still made it into the TAC for drill nights.
Bowman training will continue in February and the Tp is keen to
get back to signalling skills.  

40th (ULSTER) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
BELFAST

CO Lt Col SJ McConnell
RSM WO1 Coates

HILLSBOROUGH CASTLE ROYAL GUN SALUTE 
6 FEBRUARY 2010

To mark the Accession of Queen Elizabeth II, a Royal Salute is
fired by the guns of the King’ s Troop, RHA in Hyde Park and by
the HAC at the Tower of London.  Salutes are also fired at
Woolwich, Colchester, Edinburgh Castle, Stirling Castle, Cardiff,
Hillsborough Castle in Belfast, York, Plymouth and Dover Castle.

Members of 40 (U) Sig Regt hosted this year’s Accession Day
salute at Hillsborough Castle, which was pr esided over by Dame
Mary Peters DBE, Lord Lieutenant of the City of Belfast.  The
guns were fired by 206 (Ulster) Bty, 101 Regt RA (V).  Invited as
guests to the event were the civilian employers of TA soldiers who
are about to mobilise for Op TOSCA with 40 Sig Regt Gp.  After
some chaotic ‘it’ s off, it’s on, it’s off, it’s on’ due to the
parliamentary talks taking place the week prior to the salute, the
go ahead for the event was given with about 18 hrs to go.  In true
military style, after much running around at last minute,
everything was set up in time for the guests arriving, even leaving
time for everyone to get a sneaky photograph posing in the
Throne Room… 

The event was an excellent opportunity to meet some of the
employers and to express our gratitude to them for allowing their
personnel to take time out of busy and demanding jobs to deploy
to Cyprus in support of the UN.

OP TOSCA PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING

After many months of pr eparation for disbandment as well as
deployment, 40 Sig Regt Gp commenced full-time pr e-
deployment training at the beginning of February , shipping lock
stock and barrel to Magilligan Training Centre on the North coast
of Northern Ireland.  With some unseasonable Cypriot-style
sunshine helping morale along the way, the training commenced
with a compr ehensive MATTs package, replacing the MATTs that
are normally completed at RTMC Chilwell for reservists who
mobilise.  A large number of external UK units contributed
instructors to make this training possible and appr oximately 230
personnel were put through their paces over the week.  

For many of the TA personnel, this will be the first time that they
are mobilised and for some of the younger soldiers it will be the
first time that they have spent a long period of time away fr om
home, so there is still a small element of culture shock at the
moment!  

The Honorary Colonel, Dame Mary Peters DBE and the CO
inspect the guns

The Regt Yeoman, WO2 ‘Smudge’ Smith is a dangerously long
way from the Ops Room
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However, this package is but part of training that has been
running for the last 6 months, so once the MA TTs are completed,
the focus will shift to special-to-r ole training for the UN
deployment, once again based in Magilligan.  

So with everything running to schedule thus far , there was even
time to say a fond farewell and bon voyage to Brig David
Hargr eaves, Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde who managed to travel
across for a final visit before he hands over comd and departs for
his next post in Saudi Arabia.  

Sig Preston receives excellent first aid during MATTs training

SSgt Beckett ushers the next group into the ‘chamber of horrors’

Looking good after finishing the CBRN MA TT!

71st (YEOMANR Y) SIGNAL REGIMENT
BEXLEYHEA TH

CO Lt Col Tim Allen
RSM WO1(RSM) Paul Kinsey

47 (MIDDLESEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj MPN Smith TD
SSM WO2(SSM) MH Gilfrin

With Christmas barely gone, the Sqn launched its efforts into
preparing for Ex YEOMAN TROT in January 2010.  Those who
were still suffering the effects of excess were rapidly thrust into
the unforgiving and cold world of the DZ Huts T raining area on
Longmoor Camp. 

Ex YEOMAN TROT was the first of the year’s exs designed to
assess and test the mettle of the Sqn’ s ability to deploy comms in
a tactical environment.  Departing from Uxbridge on the night of
15 January, the Sqn endeavoured to get vehicles and personnel
through arduous conditions to the training ar ea.  Capt Alex Orr ,
Sqn Ops Officer was on hand to ensure that maps and directions
were available, however this didn’ t prevent one convoy heading
off in the direction of central London instead of Hampshir e and
naturally all concerned blame the Ops Officer…

However, the Sqn succeeded in reaching the training area which
was still under a good foot of snow .  This obstacle failed to
hamper spirits and much energy was expended in setting up dets
in appropriate locations.  In the early hours of Satur day morning,
the training area seemed serene only interrupted by the odd mast
appearing out of nowher e and gentle humming of generators, and
if it hadn’ t been -8°C, then the Sqn might have appr eciated it
more.  Instead, there was much experimenting to see how many
sleeping bags could fit into another in an attempt to seek warmth.

Reveille brought with it a slight incr ease in temperature, which
while welcome rapidly led to serious pr oblems for Cpl Gary
Espirt’ s CST which now appeared to be situated on a fast
growing lake.  However, all was not well either for SHQ, where the
combined ability of the Sqn’ s officers and WO2s had also
successfully located the tents on what was now a fast flowing
stream... 

However, with visitors appearing in the form of the CO, Lt Col
Allen and WO1(RSM) Kinsey , the SSM, WO2 Marc Gilfrin and
Sgt Abbi Cr own managed to do a sterling job in distracting their
attention from the ever increasing tide, by giving an Ops brief. 

SHQ tries to move the command tent away from the river which
appeared beneath it overnight
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By midday and after several det moves, the Sqn was finally able
to find some locations which wer e neither underwater nor on the
side of a hill and fortunately the kind wor ds of advice from
members of 68 (ICC&EY) Sig Sqn were not  required; though next
time it is agreed that horses might indeed be better than Combi
Vehicles.  Nonetheless the ex was good pr eparation for the
Regimental ex in February; although no snow would be
appreciated…

February commenced with the first Regimental ex of the year and
indeed the first time that both Sabr e and Sp Sqns deployed the
majority of their recently changed assets.  The training area this
time was STANTA, new for many of the recent recruits in the Sqn,
but very familiar with others; in particular the 4 hr drive fr om
Uxbridge to West Toffs Camp.

It would be good to say that the packets departed on Friday night
and arrived without dramatics, but Lt Gary Taylor , OC of Y Tp
managed to have a moment of confusion and almost took his Tp
on a visit to Cambridge pr oper.  However, sense soon established
itself and Y Tp eventually arrived at the Regimental Release Point
without further ado. 

Meanwhile SHQ had arrived in location and under the contr ol of
Ops Officer Capt Alex Orr , decisive direction on exactly wher e
the twin fit 4.5 kW generator should be sited was given. This
would have been achieved with ease had it been possible to
move the trailer, but unfortunately SHQ personnel failed to
remember to take the air brake of f and much effort was expended
trying to move 1.75 tons of solid trailer! 

Other Sqn assets, including the newly received Bowman
platforms, continued to arrive and be located acr oss the training
area throughout the early hours of Saturday morning.  Equally,
newly arrived SPSI, SSgt Dean  Wilkinson (no stranger to the TA
having come from 33 Sig Regt)  was discovering some of the
Sqn’s true characters in the form of Cpl Manni Ghandi and LCpl
Mark Bint who were manning the Bowman platforms; needless
to say he won’ t be forgetting this weekend for a while.

Dawn had broken by now and the true pictur e of the det locations
was now becoming clear.  For the most part the siting of assets
was consistent, ranging fr om the standard TA “5- Land Rovers-
around-a-tr ee” to the mor e elaborate efforts of CST 47A’s
“Camnet-over-a-crater”. 

SHQ had the delight of struggling with the ef forts of “Super -
Cam”, a net made up of 4 large cam nets stitched together and
designed to cover up to 6 Rovers, the TC OPO and a twin fit
4.5kW trailer.  Taking it down is dif ficult, putting it up with the
assistance of 4 officers is much harder. On this occasion SSgt
Clair e Goodwin currently transferring in from 31 Sig Regt was on
hand to ensure that efforts were productive. 

The ex was the first opportunity for personnel acr oss the Regt to
use Bowman platforms on their own, after training and limited use
over the last 12 months.  This proved both frustrating when
comms failed to be established and enormously satisfying when
they did.  However, the ex provided sound and useful training for
all concerned in preparation for the next Regimental deployment
towards the end of the month. 

68 (INNS of COURT & CITY AND ESSEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL
SQUADRON

OC Maj JA Evans
SSM WO2(SSM) SP Healey

The last quarter has seen a tremendous amount of change
throughout the TA Corps, but closer to home we have witnessed
the successful merger of two historic Sqns, 68 (Inns of Court &
City Yeomanry) Sig Sqn and 70 (Essex Yeomanry) Sig Sqn.

Following on from the “Mer ger Dinner” held in October, the first
chance for the newly merged Sqn to work together was on ex in
December, training in Epping Forest.  The ex format followed a
series of comms based comd tasks and leadership challenges
that saw members of both Sqns working together to compete for
the OC’s Cup.  Such was the enthusiasm to ensure the weekend
went without a hitch, SSgt Paton and Sgt Grif fiths were up at
0400hrs marking orienteering courses!  The weekend worked
extremely well resulting in a gruelling “OC’s challenge” and 110%
effort from all involved.  Cpl Parker and his team obliged by
producing a top rate Christmas dinner for all back at the Whipps
Cross TAC.  The SQMS even managed to dig out some festive
crackers for the occasion!  Congratulations go to LCpl McCarthy
and his team on winning the competition and r eceiving the
coveted OC’s Cup.

January gave the opportunity to shake of f the festive spirit as the
Sqn deployed to Longmoor for a field comms ex.  With a
significant proportion of the Sqn on the gr ound, the det comds
had an excellent opportunity to get back into the saddle and Cpl
Barr ett was particularly proactive in setting about helping the
newer members of the dets settle into their r oles.  The snow
added an extra touch to the pr oceedings and the rumours that
2Lt Wiggins addressed the issue of morale by making snow
angels is entirely unsubstantiated.  A number of the Sqn also had
the opportunity to get back up to speed with Reebok and
Bowman training, provided by 265 (KCLY) Sig Sqn.

February will see the Sqn honing its field skills as we begin to
fulfil our IOC commitments thr ough deployments on Ex PHOENIX
GALLOP 2, a Regimental level deployment to STANTA where we
will test our ability to man the dets to our IOC r equirements and
also to deploy into the field using Bowman as a whole Regt for
the first time.

Following this we will deploy on a 4 day ex at the end of the
month to confirm and consolidate all the pr evious Sqn and Regt
level training we have conducted over the last 6 – 8 months.

265 (KENT AND COUNTY OF LONDON YEOMANR Y
(SHARPSHOOTERS)) SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj AA Chur ch
SSM WO2(SSM) AD Keeble

The new decade brought new challenges for 265 (KCLY) Sp Sqn.
We entered the New Year as a leaner, slicker force to be reckoned
with, following the r eorganisation of the Sqn towar ds the end of
last year. That said, the year got off to a false start as the recent
bout of heavy snow pr evented many soldiers parading for the first
drill night of the year.  Quite a lot of the Sqn live as far away as
Hampshire, Lincoln and Norfolk. 

Luckily the snow had started to clear by the time the Sqn
deployed on Ex SHARP TROT 2, a comms based Sqn training ex
in preparation for the regimental exs to be held in February.
Under the watchful eyes of the Sqn OC, Maj Andy Chur ch and

OC 47, Maj Mike Smith shows off his carefully applied cam cream
under the “Super Cam” covering SHQ
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SSM, WO2 Adrian Keeble , the radio det and electrician/drivers
deployed to Hankley Common for some training in the field.  Met
by the ever cheerful SQMS (V), Sgt Steve ‘Zebedee’ Wise , the
welcome sight of a roof over our heads and a hot br ew ensured
we settled in quickly befor e the training on Saturday morning.
However the sight of virgin snow on the ground did scare some
of the “townies” in the Sqn befor e the OC pointed out that it was
perfectly harmless and quite a common featur e out in the sticks
during the winter.  The SVWO, WO1 Ian Lapidge , was also on
hand to help out with driving duties to Hankley Common and
various G4 tasks.  He soon wished he hadn’ t, as he discovered
the SQMS (V) has a fantastic habit of providing a running
commentary on everything he is doing.  With the SQMS (V) egged
on by the SSM, the SVWO soon found an excuse to go and visit
the dets deployed out in the field. 

Led by SSgt(YofS) Engleby , Bowman training commenced as the
operators were joined with members of 47 and 68 Sqns.
Meanwhile Cpl Bob Myers took the lead on ensuring the EDs
were up to speed on their field electrical skills, by pr oviding lights

to the abandoned watch towers that surr ound the DZ huts.  At
least the guard that night would be able to see wher e they were
going, even if they would be lit up like a Christmas tr ee.

Late afternoon saw the OC and SSM trek back from the snow to
watch the Reebok operators being put thr ough their paces under
the guidance of Sgts Ray Jopling and Georgie Keogh . Sunday
brought an end to training and some maintenance and equipment
care in preparation for the various inspections coming up in the
next month.  The troops knuckled down with Sig Stuart Hill
drawing the short straw and having to start checking thr ough the
weapons in the armoury for any signs of rust or dirt, although he
was told to ignor e any rust he found on the SQMS!  After a
fantastic effort from the guys, the SSM finally called “stumps”,
allowing the guys the chance to enjoy the last few hours of the
weekend before heading back to Civvy Street the following day.
The rest of the month was taken up with pr eparation for Ex
PHOENIX GALLOP 2, held at STANTA in the first week of
February, as well as starting to develop the newly qualified
instructors within the Sqn.   

NEWS FROM THE SQUADRONS

1 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND 
SIGNAL SQUADRON (215)

TIDWORTH

OC Maj MJ Morton
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Watts

INTRODUCTION

After the carnage that was “silly season”, everybody at 1Mech
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (215) has returned from a well earned, and
longer than normal, Christmas leave period refreshed and eager
to get stuck into the New Y ear.  It has been a hectic start with the
impending garage move finally taking place over the first 2 weeks
back, closely followed by a number of exs aimed at dusting of f
the cobwebs befor e the Bde Staff start to ex in our HQ.  Despite
the obvious frictions, the garage move has been r elatively
smooth, given that we are now all squeezed into a space about
half the size of where we used to fit and this is due to the har d
work of all of the soldiers of the Sqn.  The exs have identified a
few points for impr ovement but it has been a while since we wer e
employed in our core role and it is all slowly coming back to
everybody.

So given the 4 weeks most of us took on Christmas leave and the
2 weeks moving garages we have decided to take the
opportunity , this month, to catch up with our detached soldiers
serving all over the world.  The next deployment of 1 Mech Bde
HQ & Sig Sqn to Afghanistan is in 2013, which seems a long way
off.  But the fact is that because of this delay between tours we
are busier than ever supporting a large number of exs all over the
world and a number of our soldiers ar e serving on ops with other
units in a number of diverse roles.  Add this to the impending
deployment of a significant pr oportion of the Sqn to backfill an
upcoming Afghanistan deployment.  So if you want a posting full
of opportunity , variety and the chance to get away, you could not
do much better than a posting to Tidworth.  As always our
thoughts are with our deployed soldiers: ASgt Day , ASgt Smith
and LCpl Mackie with 11 Lt Bde and Capt Taylor who will be
mentoring potential Of ficers at the Afghan Officer Training School
in Kabul.  We wish them all a safe return.

BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS CHRISTMAS DAY - by Sig Green

As the year came to an end it was time for a day of fun with a bit
of a competitiveness thr own in for good measur e.  So bright and

early in the morning all of the Officers and Seniors came round
the blocks in a rather jolly spirit armed with glasses of gunfir e to
kick start the day for all the juniors.  With the feeling of gunfir e
burning down our thr oat, it was time to get r eady for the first part
of the day.

The first event would be the fancy dr ess turkey trot.  The idea
behind the run was that you had to beat the turkey , who had a
minute head start but did have 3 feeding stops ar ound the race
and conveniently got a little lost on the way r ound, oh and he was
wearing a ridiculous turkey outfit!  Every one who beat the turkey
would be entered into a draw for a Christmas Hamper with
another prize going to the best fancy dr ess.  A lot of effort went
into everybody’s costumes, though straight away ther e was a
clear crowd pleaser which was LCpl ‘Granny’ Smith , who came
as an OAP, naked under her gown and not afraid to show
everybody!  Next was the prize draw and since most people
(conveniently) beat the turkey, there were plenty of eager people
waiting to see if they would be in luck for the hamper .  As usual,
however it was a senior from Sp Tp who walked away with it: Sgt
‘Fix’ Calendar .

The Officers from Tedworth House Officers Mess are let out for their
daily exercise!
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So the morning was off to a good start and every one got r eady
for the most important and anticipated football match of the year .
Juniors v Seniors where the Juniors would get their chance to
have their moment of payback against the Seniors at the
Tidworth Oval.  The Seniors have not had the best track r ecord in
the last few years but with SSgt Smith calling the shots, they had
high hopes of a victory this year.  But true to form those dr eams
soon faded as the juniors scor ed their first goal: a screamer from
outside the box fr om LCpl ‘Sniper’ Smith .  The juniors looked
well in control at the back with LCpl Gutadar o doing well on the
left and with Sig Usher in the centre foiling the few attacks the
Seniors managed to muster.  The Juniors really started to run
away with the game with a helping hand fr om an own goal from
the Seniors!  But they did not give up and with a lot of pr essure
on their defence the Juniors also gave away an own goal to make
the final score 5 – 1!  The Juniors were champions for yet another
year. Better luck next time old men!

It was now time for every one to sit back and enjoy being waited
on by all the Seniors.  As the food started to come out, so did the
replens of beer.  We did get warned that the sprouts had to be
eaten and not thrown like the legendary food fight back in 2007.
As all the plates and the empty cans wer e being taken away, it
was time for everyone to head home with bags full of left over
beer and the knowledge that the year was nearly over.

4 RIFLES INFANTRY SUPPORT TEAM - by Sig Todd

This time last year, 4 members of the Sqn were selected to form
an Infantry Support Team (IST) in sp of 4 RIFLES as the
Afghanistan Election Stabilisation Force.  On turning up in Bulford
and proudly taking on various parts of the Rifles’ uniform, we
were thrown into 8 weeks of hectic and ar duous pre-deployment
training with excellent packages put on for us in L ydd, Caerwent
and Brecon.  We also experienced the ‘Tartan Trophy’, an inter pl
competition involving tabbing in full CEMO for 36 hrs between
various military skills stands, testing important skills like casevac
drills and sect attacks.

On 8 and 9 June the Bn deployed to Afghanistan and on arriving
in Camp Bastion our team was br oken down into pairs and we
were sent forward with the companies.  Cpl Robinson and Sig
Todd worked with R Coy and LCpl Roberts and Sig McTaggart
worked with B Coy .  R Coy left Camp Bastion after a 2 week
RSOI package and flew to the Nad e-Ali District and settled into
FOB Argyle.  Six weeks later, after finally settling in to our less
than comfortable surr oundings we moved 50m acr oss the road to
a new FOB Shawqat as the school FOB Argyle was built around
was handed back to the Afghan locals.

Nad e-Ali District is in the extr eme south of the UK area of ops in
Helmand Province.  ISAF moved into the area for the first time
late last year, so it is still in the early stages of development.  R
Coy’s role during the 4 month tour was to incr ease security to the
area of the Nad e-Ali District Centr e, pushing the insurgents from
their usual hides around the bazaar to allow normal life to

continue as best as possible for the local Afghans and encourage
development to take hold.  The Coy sent out daily patr ols to
enhance the security of the area around the market town which is
located 15km to the north west of Helmand’ s provincial capital,
Lashkar Gah.

Because we were pushed forward into the Coys, we experienced
a lot more than we would have done sat in an ops r oom at BG
HQ and I took many chances to get out on the gr ound with the
infantry patrols.  Our role was to monitor the Coy and BG nets in
the Ops Room, deploy as the Coy Comd’ s operator and also, on
occasion, to fill in on a patr ol when the pls were short of men.  I
was unlucky enough to be in caught in 2 IED strikes in one day ,
after which the vehicle comds banned me fr om travelling with
them again – as they considered me bad luck!  Overall, it gave
me a better perspective on how the infantry work and I
thoroughly enjoyed this role as their operator.  It gave me the
chance to experience a completely dif ferent side to being an
operator and I proved that I could do my cor e role even under
immense pressure in some of the worst conditions.

There were many different memories I can take from the tour, but
one that comes to mind was when the FOB came under attack
one mid-mor ning.  Everybody was running round grabbing their
body armour and sprinting to their r elevant sect posts in their
Mk1 flip flops and pyjama bottoms to r eturn fire – this is a side to
the infantry that I had never seen.  As the election got closer,
each day got more intense with patrols coming under contact
quite frequently and the FOB location coming under small arms
fire and IDF on a number of occasions.

The chance to really get stuck into my trade and soldiering for
real was an irreplaceable experience and it was excellent to have
been integrated so well into the 4 RIFLES BG.  It was a real
experience for all of us but the important thing is that, despite a
number of close calls, all 4 of us made it home and back to the
Sqn in one piece.

DETACHED TO BATUK - by Sgt Hannam

In July 2009 I arrived at the Sqn and within one month I was
informed that I was to be deployed to British Army T raining Unit
Kenya (BATUK) for a 4 month tour as the unit Bowman System
Manager.  This sounded like a good little number and dutifully I
flew out to my new unit.

Due to the present operational climate, Kenya has been identified
as the perfect training area for light role BGs and as a result runs
7 large exs every year.  Consequently, BATUK is working overtime
to facilitate this and it could certainly not be consider ed an easy
posting for any of the permanent or temporary staf f.  I was lucky
in that I had already spent time in Kenya as pre-deployment
training for Afghanistan and so I had a fair idea of what to expect.
Ex GRAND PRIX, which was the name for BATUK exs, are always
a good lick out for the exer cising BGs and I was hoping that this
was not going to be the case for the whole time for the staf f.
Maybe a spot of R&R wouldn’ t go amiss?

Brig TR Urch OBE presents LCpl Smith with the golden boot for
the Juniors’ victor y

Sig Todd poses next to some comms equipment to make it look
like he knows what he’s talking about!
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BATUK is split into 2 main camps.  Rear is based on the outskirts
of Nairobi and is responsible for the admin support r equired to
run BATUK.  Rear is also where most of the CIS sect live and
work.  The second location is 3 hrs drive to the north and is
known as Nanyuki Showground or NSG.  This is where all BG
personnel work from, all exs are run from and is the centre of
mass for BATUK.  There is a small CIS presence of 2 people here
who act as the CIS Forward element of BATUK.  They are
responsible for the maintenance of the LAN back to Nair obi as
well as being a point of contact for any other J6 issues that come
about.  My role changed slightly to become the SNCO J6
Forward based out of NSG.  This involved being the ‘eyes and
ears’ for the YofS who is based in Nairobi.  I acted as the point of
contact for the BG CIS Pls and pr ovided close sp for any issues
that they may have had.  Second to this I pr ovided ‘top cover’ to
a Comms Sys Engr who was used in a IS role to oversee the
BATUK LAN system. 

Obviously spending 4 months in Kenya isn’ t all work though and
there is a fair amount to see and do.  All the local hotels, most of
which are 5 star, have special discounted rates for BATUK
personnel, so most people will at some point head away for a
safari during the odd weekend.  Depending on the ar ea that you
go to, you can see families of giraf fes, hippos, lions and
warthogs.  Other things to do include Quad biking acr oss the
Kenyan countryside,  an animal orphanage in Nairobi where you
can hold orphaned lions and other animals including a hippo, if
you are feeling particularly buff, and there is excellent nightlife.
Plenty of adventure training can be had out here too.  Rock
climbing, trekking up Mount Kenya, mountain biking and various
water sports are all available.

As both 215 and 228 Sig Sqn are both in their training cycle at
the moment, personnel are currently trawled from these 2 units to
provide the CIS manpower within BATUK.  They include 3 CS
Ops that do the vehicle maintenance r equired for the next BG, a
Crypto Corporal, a Bowman stor eman, Bowman system manager
and a YofS.  BATUK is a great balance between extremely hard
graft and really good R&R.

JOINT COMMUNICA TIONS UNIT FALKLAND ISLANDS – WISH
YOU WERE HERE! - by Sgt O’Mahoney-Doran and LCpl Bier man

Having personnel from 215 Sig Sqn deployed to Joint
Communications Unit Falkland Islands (JCUFI) is becoming a
common feature for the Sqn with no less than 7 deployments
within the last 18 months.  Most r ecently in December, Sgt ‘OD’
O’Mahony-Doran deployed to work in the JCUFI Configuration
Management Cell and LCpl Bierman to Syscon. Both are
deployed for 6 months and will r eturn to the Tidworth in June
2010.

The year started dramatically for Sgt OD.  Turning up to watch
the annual New Years Day raft race in Stanley Harbour, he was
quickly conscripted to take the place of another competitor who

hadn’t turned up.  The craft
was mostly well built but
had one area of weakness:
the part Sgt OD occupied.
The craft broke twice during
the race sending him head
first into the icy South
Atlantic water, where he then
had to repair the craft while
still in the water, before
being pulled aboard by the
mostly laughing crew.  They
fought on to 4th place out of
14 teams and to make it a
hat-trick the boat br oke
apart once more just near
the end sending him into the
freezing water once again.
He was then finally pulled
out of the South Atlantic
Ocean by a rescue boat who
took the blue, almost
hypothermic Sgt to safety .  Unfortunately for him they just
dumped him on the shor e and left him shivering and unable to
feel his feet for a few days.

LCpl Bierman in the meantime has been enjoying competing on
land.  Much the same as in Tidworth she has been successful in
competitions on the squash courts, swimming pool and on r oad.
Competing in the Annual 10km Turkey Trot, she came 2nd in the
female category.  Her next challenge will be the Cape Pembroke
cross country Half Marathon and she is also now training for the
Stanley Marathon, where her team will be the only all female team
entering the relay event.

Not to be outdone, Sgt OD has come out of running retirement to
complete the Half Marathon as well and against his better
judgement will be one of the few competitors attempting to
complete the most southerly marathon in the world solo.
Fortunately for him there will be paramedics at several places
along the route, he’ll probably need them!

The Falklands has enjoyed a warm Christmas and New Year in
contrast to the snow in the UK. Surprisingly ther e is more to the
Falklands than just looking at penguins, although you will get to
see quite a few, there is loads to do.  JCUFI as a tri-service unit
has a wide spectrum of personnel, and a str ong work ethic.  The
spirit and cohesion of the 80 personnel is exceptional, unique and
it creates a very rewarding environment to work in whether for 4
months in the RAF! or 6 months like real soldiers.  This is an
excellent opportunity to experience yet another facet to life in the
Corps.  

Cpl Butler, also from 215 Sig Sqn, chills out round the camp fir e…
pull up a sandbag young-un!

Sgt O’Mahony-Doran reconsiders
volunteering to get into the South

Atlantic Ocean

LCpl Bierman poses for the obligator y penguin shot
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OC Maj S Y Richar dson
RSM WO1(RSM) McCall

Since coming back in the New Year, the Sqn have
worked tirelessly in support of the Bde MRX serials in
preparation for Op HERRICK 12.  This has meant 1
week building the HQ set up followed by a 2nd week
executing the ex for 8 weeks!  Morale has been on a
roller coaster ride helped through by Haribo, 6 Nations
and Sgt Wrightham’s cakes, not to mention Sig Chick
driving the OC and RSM from Catterick to Warminster
via Birmingham NEC carpark and Bath – the Tom Tom
was clearly at fault!

During the execution phases of the exs, Main Tp wer e
thrown straight in the deep end, with a taste of what
will come, monitoring the nets and feeding incidents
into the Battle Captain.  Whilst the log book looks like
a spider dipped in ink ran acr oss it, the passage of
information went very well and at last VP is becoming
second nature. 

For some months the RLDs have been teasing Main
Tp with tales of daring do, mainly focused on how well
they shot with the UOR weapon systems, or how quickly they
drove a Viking or Quad Bike.  The FTX presented the perfect
opportunity for Main Tp to feel better placed, as when the RLDs
moved into the FOBs with their BGs, the snow started to fall and
the temperatures dropped to - 6°C, perfect pr eparation for a
campaign in an Afghan summer.  

By the time these notes come out the unit will have deployed and
taken over from 11 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (261).  The last 7
months have been frenetic but invaluable, with every man and
woman heading out the door mentally and physically pr epared,
having received excellent military and comms training.  W e shall
keep you posted in the coming months about how we ar e getting
on – so until the next edition Certa Cito.

BRIGADE CAST EXERCISE - by LCpl Bellwood

Every ex has an early start and this was no different.  We started
the CAST build with every man, woman and Sig Trenwith
mucking in.  First of f we started to arrange the tables and to
hump and dump over 100 computer terminals, under the contr ol
of LCpl Hanley , and everything started to look good... Until
someone from high above came down to say that we had done it
all wrong.   So we restored our morale with a McDonalds br eak
and started again.  After the hard work of LCpl ‘Beefy’ Henstock
and LCpl Jock Docherty who installed Bowman, the IS geeks
kicked on and installed the terminals and it was time to leave our
hard work for a few weeks of well ear ned Christmas leave.  

Returning to work it seemed obvious that a few of the lads had
added a couple of pounds to their bellies!  Without time to point
and laugh, we were thrust straight onto the shift patter n led by
Cpl Ir eson .  We expected the first night to be the busiest so
everyone was ready to roll and with Sig Woodwar d on the net
nothing could go wr ong – and it didn’ t.  The ex went well; we
dusted of f the comms cobwebs, enjoyed the fr ee food and
afterwards retired back to the block for some well deserved
beers.

DANISH BATTLE GROUP REAR LINK DETACHMENT ON
EXERCISE - by Sgt Danny McGillivray-Jones

As part of 204 Sig Sqn’s deployment on Op HERRICK, one of its
Rear Link Detachments (RLDs) will be attached to the Danish BG
(DANBAT).  In order to integrate ourselves before deployment, 

Team DANBAT took part in 2 BG exs at Oskboel Range Training
Area in Denmark during December and January.   

At the start of the ex, the Danish BG were unsure how to fully
utilise our expertise, as the concept of having a for eign nation
providing their comms during ops was alien at best.  Ther efore
we began the task of ensuring that the Danish Comds would see
Bowman and its capabilities as mor e effective than their current
system.  

We attached a Bowman operator to each Danish patr ol as the
Comd’s operator and for the first few days it pr oved difficult to
stop the DANBAT Comds from using their insecure VHF means –
the Danish Signals do not have any secure VHF – and to start
using Bowman.  My operators gradually managed to convince the
Danes that Bowman would make their life a lot easier with its
greater range, no need for Location Codes, Authentication Codes
and the ability to speak in clear knowing the signal was
encrypted.  

By the end of the first ex we had become an integral part of the
Danish patrols and the Comds were fully utilising our operators
and insisting they never leave their side.  We would deploy for up
to 10 hrs on patrol, which doesn’ t sound too long but in
temperatures that reached - 29°C with wind chill and being knee
deep snow, this was no easy task and of course the perfect
preparation for a summer tour of Afghanistan! 

We were instantly welcomed back when we r eturned in January
for the second ex and the DANBAT call signs started to debate
who had priority over our assets.  The comms traf fic was fast and
fierce which all the operators wer e able to handle with absolute
control, and we would send various r eports before the Comds
considered such a requirement which made their lives easier and
generated a great deal of trust in our abilities.  We had
succeeded in becoming a formidable asset and my operators had
sold themselves and Bowman to the Danish BG Comds and we
were now considered part of the team.  

BATTLEGROUP (NORTH) 40 Cdo REAR LINK DET ACHMENT 
- by LCpl ‘Dylan’ Randall

Baluch Tp are the Rear Link Detachment (RLD) Tp and we are the
BG(N) 40 Cdo RLD which is headed up by Sgt Jez Skelhor n, his
2IC Cpl Jim W alker and 9 others.  

4 MECHANIZED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (204)

CATTERICK

Team DANBAT
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The last ex before deployment was the Mission Rehearsal
Exercise on Salisbury Plain, but there was time for some of the
RLD to sign up for a nutritional experiment which consisted of
fitness tests, body fat tests and a food diary , for which they will
get paid over £1000 at the end of the tour .  

We completed a Team Medic course and then deployed to
Copehill Down as part of the advance party to help set up of the
Forward Operating Base and its Ops Room.  

Cpl Walker was tasked with pr oviding a rear Echelon Det at
Luggershall Camp with LCpl Dylan Randall , LCpl Ross Wilson
and Sig Taff Kayll , where they would enjoy being centrally fed
and showered whilst everyone else had 10 man rations and
puffing billys.  

During the ex we were bombarded with realistic serials, both 
over the net and on the ground.  This tested everyone’s skills 
and drills in the Ops Room, in the sangars and as part of the
QRF.  

It was all too much for Sig Chappers Chapman who fell off of
the top of a sangar while setting up the PRC 506 dish, he tried
gallantly to stop himself by holding on to the end of the
corrugated roof and only managed to take the end of his finger
off!  He then spent the rest of the ex with the largest bandage you
can imagine on a finger.    

4 MECH BDE MISSION REHEARSAL EXERCISE 
- by LCpl Docherty

It was a cold day at the end of January when a select few fr om
Nuristani Tp deployed to Westdown Camp on Salisbury Plain,
which would be our home for the next 5 weeks.  It took us 6
hours to travel south and once ther e, we spent the next week on
shift during the CATT ex. After enjoying their weekend off, the rest
of the Tp arrived bringing with them the Bowman Land Rovers
and Armoured Bulldogs, which would pr ovide the comms for the
Bde HQ.  

Sgt Blackbur n, Cpl Smart , Cpl Vickers and LCpl Bir d swanked
off to start 2 weeks training with the Medical Emer gency
Response Team, while the rest of us jumped on shift.  LCpl
Reynolds had the familiar task of 117 TacSat training to the BGs
and some of the lucky ones completed MA TT training in their
down time! 

We were visited by HRH the Prince of W ales, which brought
some much needed glamour to Westdown Camp and our own
LCpl Bellwood was part of his Close Protection team who
escorted him around the Plain.  The ex is far from finished but so
far it’s been good and we have given the junior Sigs vital
experience using the equipment we will be have on Op HERRICK.
Everyone is now looking forward to ENDEX and the chance for
some well earned time with loved ones befor e deploying on tour. 

11 LIGHT BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (261)

ALDERSHOT
OC Maj IR Hargr eaves
RSM WO1(RSM) Morris

As we come towards the end of Op HERRICK 11, we look back
at when we first deployed.  It is a distant memory in everyone’ s
eyes and the focus is the successful completion of the tour and
handing over to 4 Mech Bde.  The final weeks are certainly not
going to be quiet with a major op, Op MOSHT ARAK taking place.
The role for the Bde Sig Sqn is an outstanding one and with so
many different roles, there is something for everyone.  Each
infantry BG has a Rear Link Detachment (RLD) of CS Ops and
Engrs providing Subject Matter Expert (SME) Royal Signals sp.
261 Sig Sqn soldiers are deployed all over Helmand and are
involved in every op and a multitude of patr ols.  Main Tp provide
comms for the Joint Operations Cell (JOC) in HQ Task Force
Helmand.  Based out of Bastion but deploying to all Forwar d
Operating Bases (FOBs) and Patrol Bases (PBs) are the Forward
Repair Team (FRT) of Electricians and CS Engs.  In Lashkar Gah,
Sqn personnel run the Helicopter Landing Site, manage the whole
camp including the QMs, RQMS and SQMS depts, MT and work
out of the LAD.   After an exceedingly intensive 18 month pr e-
deployment package with 11 Lt Bde who wer e purely formed to
deploy on Op HERRICK 11, it has been a superb tour where
every officer and soldier has developed and been tested in a
multitude of situations.  Mor e details follow on what the guys
have been up to. 

MAIN TROOP - by LCpl Holt

We are now into the 2nd half of our tour and the countdown has
started for our return to the UK.   Christmas has been and gone
in Main Tp and we were lucky enough to get a visit fr om Father
Christmas and one of his (her) little helpers.  Well in actual fact it
was Capt Thompson as Santa and Lt Morris as Santa’s little
helper!  After all it is a long way for the real Father Christmas to
come.  They handed presents out to everyone in some clever last
minute costumes – well Lt Morris’ costume was very last minute
– it was held together with safety pins!  Thank you fr om us all at
Main Tp to the rear party for the time and ef fort you all put in to
sending out the parcels.  Once presents had been handed out,
there was a delicious Christmas dinner laid on for everyone.

Although it wasn’ t the same as being at home with your loved
ones, but it was the next best thing.

We would like to say big congratulations to LCpl Dixon after the
birth of his 2nd child.  He and his wife had a little baby boy and
he was lucky enough to go home for Christmas and New Y ear to
spend it with the new addition to his family .  It also gave his wife
the chance to get a good night’ s sleep; it was LCpl Dixo n’s turn
to get up in the middle of the night!

We have had to say good bye to LCpl Travis as she has gone off
to join The Grenadier Guards and sleep with all the camel spiders!
I’m sure she will be happy about that.  All is not lost however , her
replacement is Cpl Tuppen .  The terrible two, Cpl Tuppen and
LCpl Holt , aka The Chuckle Sisters, had to be separated for the
sanity of the rest of the MOB.  Miss Tuppen is on days and Miss
Holt is on nights, while these two look forwar d to HOTO, the rest
get their ear defenders out!

The last plot of R&R guys have left to enjoy 14 days in green and
pleasant lands – that’s the UK believe it or not; once they get
back we will be back to full str ength and on the home straight.
Not long until decompr ession in Cyprus with our 5 beers.  Some
people may think that’ s not enough alcohol but after being dry for
so long it will pr obably be plenty!

Afghanistan and Cyprus are not the only foreign lands the Tp are
visiting this year.  Cpl Tuppen and LCpl Holt are planning to trek
the Great Wall of China in September in aid of raising money for
SCOPE.  The whole Tp are backing the two brave souls (well it
gets them out of our hair), and we hope to raise £6000 for the
charity.  

BG (N) RLD – CHRISTMAS IN AFGHANISTAN

The festive period was rather different this year and not what we
are used to at this time of the year.  The RLD spent Christmas
Day in the wonderful FOB Nolay, which is not quite as bad as the
guys thought it would be.  The FOB r egularly receives fresh food,
so our Christmas dinner was rather nice; the chefs did a cracking
job as per usual with the limited r esources they had.  Parcels sent
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out early were wrapped, ready to open in the mor ning, with Sig
Bruce opening them at 0030hrs befor e his early morning stag!
Christmas dinner saw the traditional r outine of seniors serving the
junior ranks with soup, a traditional r oast and Christmas pudding
– the day was as good as it could be!  All enjoyed a feast of a
meal with the TV blurting out the usual Christmas songs.  

Despite making the most of the day , we all knew that as soon as
dinner was over it was back to the usual har d work of FOB
security, daily patrols and stagging on.  The day was over before
it began.  New Year’s Day was no different, we celebrated as
much as we could, but in the back of our minds we knew sooner
or later there was work to carry on with.  

Before the festive season kicked in, the BG had been very busy
setting up patr olling from the 4 new PBs alongside the 611.  It’ s
been an immense task, but they have succeeded and can now
boast that FOB Inkerman has taken more ground than ever
before.  Even the locals have said they feel safer and happier with
them there!  The maintenance of controlling the comms during
ops for the PBs and the FOB itself gets very str essful at times.
However, it is still amazing how much they have achieved in such
a small amount of time!

With just over a month to go, everyone is looking forwar d to
going home.  In the meantime there are still some late nights
ahead.  We can’t wait to get home to our families, and will
definitely be going home with a sense of pride, and a feeling of
accomplishment in playing a small part towar d the overall goal of
HERRICK 11.

BG (C) RLD - by LCpl Mee

The beginning of the New Year saw some new faces on the RLD
and sadly the loss of an old friend.  Sig Dan ‘Hagman’ Harris
returned to the UK shortly after the New Year for his new posting
in 1 Civ Div.  His replacement saw Sig ‘Gash’ Gr eenhalgh arrive,
who had just finished a 3 year tour with the White Helmets and
Sig Chris Roberts from 215 Sig Sqn.  Although the Hagman
didn’ t actually do the work of two men, we appr eciate the extra
man power during this busy period!

Sig ‘Daisy’ May is coming close to 6 weeks at PB Zumbalay –
where he is the only British soldier at this location.  He must be
suffering now, especially after his legacy adopted pet cat, named
Iron Brew, unfortunately had to be put down after injuring herself
on barbed wire.  

On returning from R&R, LCpl ‘Brad’ Mee
joined Cpl Carl Ara at FOB Budwan to help
out with the busy period of ops.
Unfortunately neither of them ended up being
deployed, but it was still good to see how
things worked ther e.

The festive period saw Sgt ‘JW’ Jor dan-
White deploy out to Theatre, he came out to
cover Sgt Richie Eveleigh while he was on
R&R.  In the short time he was here he
managed to complete the Dancon Mar ch in a
very quick time, leaving him currently in 9th
position on the leader boar d.  He also
managed to convince half the RLD to attempt
the mighty 264.  This sparked a sharp, but
short lived rise in members of the RLD
putting in extra work in at the gym!

Sig Dave Coupe is currently shivering in the UK and enjoying all
that a proper winter has to of fer, while we are enjoying the sun in
20°C degree heat!  Another one jumping the ship for a while is
Cpl Gary ‘Chadders’ Chadwick who has gone home for some
well needed R&R, and maybe a little more, with a special
rendezvous on the cards. . .

In the last few days the majority of the RLD have received posting
orders.  With 3 of us posted to 251 Sig Sqn, it is looking like a

new Danbat Tp is already in the making!!  LCpl ‘Yossi’ Beynon is
posted to 21 Sig Regt and was looking forwar d to 3 years in
Nuneaton, until he was informed 21 Sig Regt is in Bath!  We are
all looking forward to returning back to the UK, and ar e secretly
counting down the days!  Not long to go now . . . 

UK DRB 1 R WELSH - by Cpl Mansell

Since September members of 261 Sig Sqn have been attached to
1 R WELSH BG on Op HERRICK 11.  For the first 3 months,
however, the R WELSH were back in the UK waiting anxiously to
find out if they wer e going to deploy at all.  They finally deployed
in December and since then the guys have been rushed of f their
feet!

This last month has been one of the busiest with multiple ops
happening across Helmand.  Cpl ‘Nige’ Mansell , LCpl ‘Deano’
Stallar d and LCpl Andy Eyers have been spearheading the Coy
signals to ensure comms knowledge and expertise is maintained
across the BG.  

Cpl Mansell has spent the last month bouncing between FOBs
and PBs, conducting strike ops fr om Jackals with the MRF Jackal
group.  However the Jackal is soon to be r eplaced with the Mark
1 boots and a Chinook. 

LCpl Stallar d is one step ahead on the Chinook front as he has
been an integral part of Delta Coy, providing comms for OC’ s Tac
in multiple Heli asslts.  LCpl Eyes has conducted similar work as
part of Alpha Coy.

LCpl Allen , armed with only a soldering iron and co-ax, has
played a massive part in the Sigs Pl fixing various bits of kit.  He
has also had the very important job of looking after the younger
members of the group, Sig Walsh and Sig Sullivan .  Both have
been working hard with the painful job of stagging on, with no
reports from Sig Sullivan regarding lost kit!

Sgt Heathcote has enjoyed his second trip to the UK during the
tour, this time for his R&R.  I am sure he is having a wonderful
time, with a nice pint of beer!  All members of the RLD ar e
looking forward to returning home next month so they too can
have a beer, but more importantly, to see family and friends!  

BG (CS) RLD - by Sig Johnson

Five months into the tour and the RSOI package in Bastion
seems so long ago.  Sig Johnson’ s time living in a PB has

almost been erased from her memory and
she is now living the high life in FOB SQT.
Being straight out of basic training she
quickly learnt the essentials.  In her words
“Admin is the name of the game.  If you
don’t have that sorted you will suf fer!”
Any new sprogs reading this take note!

The RLD has said goodbye to Sig Clark ,
who has been posted to 1 Civ Div.  He is
off to enjoy the lifestyle of being a
student; we wish him all the best.  I’m
sure he will miss being in the Army when
he is poor and in need of a decent meal!

The days of working in the BG Ops room,
monitoring the VHF and 117 nets, mixed
together with a few sangar duties have
flown by, and the time is fast appr oaching

towards the hand over to the next BG.  Lt Morris and Sig
Johnson have however managed to fit in a small half marathon in
aid of raising money for injured Grenadier Guards personnel.
Forty six and a half laps of the FOB seemed an epic challenge,
but they both made it without getting too dizzy!  W ell done to
both, others should give it a go – it’ s fun honestly!  

The saying “We are going home next month” is a welcome
statement and everyone is looking forwar d to chilling out in
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Cyprus for a bit of decompr ession before being re-united with
loved ones back home.  We miss you all, and will be home before
you know it.  

BG (NW) RLD - by LCpl Hodson 

When we arrived at FOB Edinburgh, a long time ago now, we
didn’ t know what to expect as you never hear too much about
this place in the news.  As soon as you get here the reason
becomes apparent, it’s in the middle of nowher e!  Even so, there
always seems to be plenty of work to be getting on with.  
LCpl Hodson quickly found himself the Bowman/ECM
accountant, which has kept him busy over the last 5 months.  Sgt
Smith had a cushy job down in Musa Qala DC befor e he was
dragged back to be watch keeper her e.  He is now kept very
busy!  Sig Ward has kept himself busy on his down time by
practising his ”Kick yourself in the head” r outine!

The HCR has had a fairly quiet tour in comparison to other AOs,
but no one here is complaining!  We do have a number of
different units providing force protection coming thr ough our area,
so we have seen a huge variety of vehicles with different faults.
Now LCpl Hodson can now probably tell you how to start most
of the vehicles in NATO!  We also have comms kits coming out of
our ears, so most of us will be bilingual in the black art of radios
and ICS by the end of tour which is rapidly appr oaching.

We are all counting down the days until we go home, but not
before a small stop off at Cyprus.  At least we will be back for all
those Easter Eggs!  To everyone back home, not long to go!

THE MIGHTY FINE BJI BG RLD - by Cpl Brown

Time for the BJI warriors, how things have changed!  Firstly Cpl
Col Br own deployed to PB2 to start the BG HQ move, which
involved the Signals speciality; tent building.  W e have seen the
return of LCpl Michael Long from PB4 which was good for
everyone’s morale; his sense of humour never fails to put a smile
on everyone’s face.

Sig Lloyd Loftus loves his life down at PB3, deploying out on
numerous patrols and enjoying being the only Royal Signals
person at the location.  He has had an excellent tour in every
aspect, volunteering for many dif ferent roles like Valon man,
Radio Operator and Rifleman.

Sig Josh ‘Rooney’ Evans has spent his tour at PB1 and has
done a tremendous job in a very remote location.  He has asked
his girlfriend to marry him on his R&R and she accepted.  We
would all like to say congratulations to him and all the best for the
future.  LCpl Emma Dempsey is currently counting down the
days to her R&R where she can spend the thousands of pounds
she has saved up.  Oh the joys to be single and no childr en!

LCpl Danny Y ounge has found his feet here too; he was the last
person to leave FOB “Nice” to join us at PB2 and is enjoying his
role as an operator rather than a tech.  He recently celebrated his
birthday here, where he was welcomed with a mosquito net full of
balloons and food on his r eturn from his stag.  What a way to
spend your 21st!

Finally this will be the last instalment until we ar e back in the UK –
well it had better be!  The tour has gone fast and very smoothly .
For the majority of the RLD this has been our first tour; all the
members of the team have had an enjoyable time, learning new
skills which will be invaluable for futur e tours.

We have enjoyed our time with the Coldstr eam Guards and would
like to wish them a safe rest of tour.  We hope to meet up with
them back in the UK.

BRF RLD - by Cpl Richie Andrews

Cpl Andr ews and LCpl Donny Donegan returned from their op
on Christmas Eve, just in time for Christmas!  Once back in
Bastion, they gave their weapons a good clean and knocked of f

for some admin time befor e opening their presents on Christmas
morning.  The RLD Comd however had reports to write, plan for
the next op as well as his normal admin, so he didn’ t get to bed
until the early morning!  

Christmas morning came and Cpl Andr ews decided to put on his
Santa suit, which included his Mark 6A Helmet.  He then
proceeded to drive round on his make shift sleigh (his Quad bike)
to give out sweets and Christmas wishes!  On his travels he
noticed a lot of smiling faces, well it’ s not every day you see a
Combat Santa!

Christmas dinner came around and all were getting into the
festive season when out of nowhere the first sprout was
launched, with a cry of “Incoming!”  Soon after that came the
Cranberry Sauce!  Christmas was soon over, and on Boxing Day
we cracked on with work, pr eparing for the next op.  Cpl
Loughran was kept back in Bastion to await the arrival of the
new SQMC (SQMS in our world) so a good HOTO could be
achieved.  

The BRF RLD are all looking forward to R&R in January, a well
needed break for all; even Cpl Loughran who has been busy
trying to sculpt his body in Bastion for the whole tour!  He just
looks like he’s getting chubbier to me!  Hopefully he will soon be
issued with his florescent belt to stop him getting injur ed to and
from scoff!

We are also looking forward to our replacements, who should be
here at the beginning of March.  We looking forward getting home
to family and friends.  

FRT CAMP BASTION - by LCpl ‘Tyronne’ Sutherland

Straight out of his Trade Training, LCpl Sutherland gives his view
of life in Afghanistan:

“Wow! Afghanistan, my first posting; only a month on the job and
here I find myself.  What do I make of it?  Well I guess you can
say I had to get to know the work and people I work with in
double quick time. 

Based in Camp Bastion I was sent to join the FRT in October.
Initially I formed part of the Sqn Rear Party, working under Sgt
‘JW’ Jor don-White on welfare duties.  However, I got the call 
to deploy to Afghanistan and within days, I joined the Sqn
overseas.

The RLD Comd, SSgt ‘Tippers’ Tiplady , a great Leader even if
he does like to state the obvious, looks after all Bastion based
elements of the Sqn.  He has been instrumental in keeping
morale high, especially over the Christmas and New Year period.

Standing in charge of FRT is SSgt ‘Twiz’ Twizell .  He works and
plays hard.  In fact, he works so hard he likes to ask  “what ar e
you doing?” just befor e he gives you the job he wants done
regardless of what you are actually doing!
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I was placed within the workshop under the incr edible Sgt Jim
‘Chuck’ Gollop .  Chuck can do pull ups on only his for efingers.
Within the workshop I learnt all I needed from Cpl ‘Boggle’
Rumsey .  Just make sure you get him to look at you when you
ask, it’s harder than you realise.

Cpl James Gilbert , what can I say, this guy has so many skills
it’s hard to list them all!  That’s why he is called WO3 Gilbert !  It’s
a shame we lost him to Lashkar Gar, but I am sure he is working
his magic up there.

Everyone works hard to repair the comms kit the BGs manage to
break; I thought this stuf f was “Squaddie pr oof.”  Most people
also get to visit FOBs and PBs to fix the kit that can’ t be
transported back.  It’ s nice to do some sight seeing, but it’ s even

better when everyone is safely back in their beds in Bastion.  The
Foreman keeps us on our toes, with endless tasks to complete.
Thank you Foreman!

Our electricians are a hard working team, powering up the whole
of Helmand with only 4 men! That’s right only 4 men; they are a
very popular bunch as no one wants a cold shower – that is if
there are showers in the locations they visit!

All in all, the FRT plays a vital role in supporting the BGs in
Afghanistan.  The whole team work hard, and I have certainly
seen that in my time out here.  Everyone is looking forward to
getting back to the UK now to see family and friends.  W e
welcome the sight of 4 Mech Bde personnel and wish them a
safe tour.”       

12 MECHANIZED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND 
SIGNAL SQUADRON (228)

BULFORD

OC Maj Niall Stokoe
RSM WO1(RSM) S Crooks

EXERCISE ACE MOUNTAIN TIGER - by Sig Wilkins

On a wet January Friday, 23 personnel from 228 Sig Sqn
departed Bulford for the long jour ney to Flaine in France, to take
part in EX ACE MOUNTAIN TIGER which was a level 3 adventure
training ex, organised by SSgt Lucy Mason .  We arrived in snowy
Flaine mid-afternoon on Saturday 16 January.  After being issued
our equipment, we all got an early night r eady to begin skiing the
next day which was inter esting as there was so much snow falling
that visibility was virtually nil.

As a novice skier, I was put into one of the 3 Basic Ski
Proficiency (BSP) groups and soon found snow to be a
demanding surface on which to move while on 2 planks and
holding a couple of sticks!  However , after the first day, most of
us had got to grips with the basic snow plough.  Unfortunately
Sig Sam Terry , having negotiated all the downhill slopes of the
day, fell over on the dead flat just in fr ont of the hostel and br oke
his collarbone in 3 places!

Six skiers who had already completed their BSP undertook the
demanding Ski Touring Proficiency Course.  By all accounts this
was a tough week for them; we saw glimpses of them at the start
of each day touring up the side of the mountain.  Appar ently the
trek was worthwhile when they skied fr om the top of the slopes
to the bottom, 6 hrs tr ekking for a 45 min ski down!

The week was a great mixture of challenging physical exertion
which took everyone out of their comfort zones – whether that be
skiing off piste for the first time, getting down a blue run in one
piece or dodging an avalanche whilst touring, and with a bit of

après ski thrown in for good measur e.  I am looking forward to
getting out on the slopes again next year.

EXERCISE SNOW JACK 09 - by Cpl Denise Swift

Sgt Phil Mulligan and Cpl Denise Swift from 12 Mech Bde HQ &
Sig Sqn (228), Bulford took part in the annual Army
Snowboarding Competition.  The ex started with an epic jour ney.
After a 0300hrs trip to the airport, we flew to Austria, caught a
train to Innsbruck and then took the ski lift fr om Innsbruck Station
to the resort at Stubai Glacier, Austria.

The first race was a Parallel Giant Slalom (PGS) qualifier where
both of us qualified for the finals.  Due to weather conditions the
PGS final was postponed and individual training was carried out.
To us, this meant 2 days of powder riding with very limited vision
but, as the Corps team captain WO2 Dom Graham informed us:
“Seeing is over rated”.  Once the PGS finals had taken place it
was onto the Boarder cross training.

The rest of the ex continued with the boar der cross qualifiers and
the freestyle training and qualifiers which saw a few competitors
finish the competition with dislocated limbs and br oken bones.
Fortunately there were none from our Sqn and we both qualified
for the finals.  We had good results with Sgt Mulligan finishing
12th and Cpl Swift getting 2nd.

The ex ended with the freestyle finals, a couple more broken
bones and a good result for the Sqn with Sgt Mulligan finishing
7th overall and Cpl Swift winning overall female.  Both also
gained a place on the Army team along with Capt Kat Jones , 1
Sqn and LCpl Vicky Fox , 1 Mech Bde.

Following the Inter-Service Ski and Snowboarding
Championships in Meribel in January 2010, Cpl Swift was placed
9th female overall.

Novice skiers from 228 Signal Squadron on Ex ACE MOUNTAIN
TIGER

Action from the Ar my Snowboarding Championships
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16 AIR ASSAUL T BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND 
SIGNAL SQUADRON (216)

COLCHESTER

OC Maj AR Fawcett 
RSM WO1(RSM) S Spink

EXERCISE GRAND PRIX IV NOVEMBER 2009
- by LCpl Lowden

I deployed on Ex GRAND PRIX lV in early November 2009 with 3
other members of the Sqn all of whom wer e working as part of a
4 man det with the 2nd Bn The Parachute Regiment (2 PARA).
This involved me, Sig Liam Ibbetson , Sig Mike Harrage , Sig
Tom Brand and our Det Comd Cpl Bart Dunseith , who had
already been in Kenya a week before we arrived.  

After a long flight from Stansted Airport we finally arrived in a
British Army camp in Kenya’s capital city Nairobi, where we were
more than happy to get a few hours sleep befor e our road move
the following mor ning.  We woke the next day to the irritation of
hundreds of mosquito bites and the thought of our jour ney
ahead.  The journey began with the packing of our kit into the
Kenyan vehicles that would be transporting us to Nanyuki, a good
5 hr drive on the Kenyan roads, however not all of the det wer e
heading that way. Sig Brand was attached to 2 PARA’s Patrols Pl
which meant it was just Sig Harrage and myself who were to
embark on the journey.

We arrived in the Nanyuki Show Ground early in the afternoon
and were thrown straight into setting up the BG HQ, under the
control of 2 PARA’s RSWO and Cpl Dunseith .  For the next week
or so we spent most of our time trying to r ectify any faults we had
with the vehicles we were given, which was a much more difficult
job than expected!  Once we had found our way ar ound these
vehicles and managed to get a suf ficient amount working, it was
time for Sig Harrage to deploy to Range Contr ol to provide
safety comms and Cpl Dunseith to head down to Ar chers Post
to help assist the artillery.  I alone would be stuck in the BG HQ
for the next few weeks.

After 3 weeks in Nanyuki, I was sent to Archers Post with the rest
of 2 PARA Sigs Pl, where I helped out with the comms in the BaG
HQ as well as being a member of an echelon det.  It was in
Archers Post that the rest of the RLD were reunited and sent off
to do other jobs with the Bn.  Cpl Dunseith and I where tasked
with establishing several manpack and vehicle RRBs, while Sig
Harrage and Sig Brand carried out various other tasks. 

The most memorable part of my time in Kenya was when Cpl
Dunseith and I were flown in by helicopter to a manpack RRB
position in the middle of an African plain.  The RRB was
successful and the rifle pls wer e able to carry out their tasks, at
which point we wer e then able to take a pause and admire the
many exotic animals on the plain.

To conclude the ex, Cpl Dunseith and I were tasked with setting
up another manpack RRB on top of an enemy position. This task
began at around 2200hrs, in which we carried out an over night
patrol with C Coy 2 PARA lasting until around 0500hrs.  At this
time we were involved in the final Coy attack. Once the attack
was complete and we had finished climbing and running ar ound
Kenya’s mountainous terrain we set up the RRB.

To conclude our time in Kenya the RLD and the rest of 2 PARA
Sigs Pl were sent to a 5 star lodge to r elax for the last few days in
the country.  During our stay we saw lots of dif ferent animals and
had the time to enjoy a few well deserved beers.

EXERCISE DRUIDS DANCE AND WESSEX WARRIOR 
- by LCpl Liam Ibbetson

On 22 November 2009, Sgt Her non , Cpl Dunn , LCpl Lowden ,
Sig Swithenbank and I deployed to the Salisbury Plain Training
Area to assist 1 R IRISH and the Household Cavalry Regiment
(HCR) with part of their Adaptive Foundation Training. These
personnel were attached as Rear Link Detachments (RLDs) to aid
and assist the vital comms links back to the 16 Air Asst Bde HQ.
During the early stages of the ex their subject matter expertise
was required when giving lesson to members of 1 R IRISH and
HCR Sigs Pls and other elements of the regts in the use of
various SatCom systems.

The ex was conducted using the AWES and TES (Basically Laser
Quest in the field) for real time combat casualties and tr oop
tracking whilst on the ar ea. The comds were able to test the
soldiers with scenarios and to r eview using after action re-plays
to show them what to impr ove on next time.

Sgt Her non and LCpl Lowden were working with the HCR and
were plunged into a new world of strange vocabulary and odd
names for ranks many of which were very confusing.  For
example it took them a good few weeks to r ealise that when the
HCR where talking about “Squimps” they meant the SQMC and
not as was previously thought a classy way of cooking shrimps!
This was clearly normal for the cavalry but was strange for them
and the new ranks slides made it a common mistake for them to
confuse the young toms with SSgts which was occasionally
embarrassing.

Meanwhile Cpl Dunn , Sig Swithenbank and I had to rough it out
with the Royal Irish on the ground. Mostly we worked fr om Bn
HQ, however Sig Swithenbank had a brief escape to the Patrols
Pl where he provided SatCom support during a 60km long
convoy across the area and back again.  Working in the HQ was
not easy, the constant pace of the battle meant that every 24 hrs
they had to move location to keep up with the tr oops,
continuously re-establishing the HQ and exhausting the pl.  There
was a large focus on hearts and minds which meant that
everybody had the opportunity of getting to meet with local
nationals from Afghanistan and practise a little diplomacy .

When endex was called on 11 December the members of 216
(Para) Sig Sqn had been embedded for 3 weeks, forging strong
relationships with the regts.  A very testing ex in all, which made
full use of the high standards of both soldiering and comms skills
that are associated with and expected fr om members of 216.    Sig Ibbetson enjoys the sunrise on the plain
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OC Maj JG Hill
RSM WO1(RSM) P Jordan

The last 12 months have been entirely focused on Afghanistan.
Since returning from ops and post tour leave, the Sqn has been
preparing for its first “gr een” ex in some time.  The Pinzgauer
FFRs were lined up and most got the chance to use their newly
acquired driving licences to put them thr ough their paces both on
and off road.

BCIP 5 is also just over the horizon and is likely to consume us all
for the next couple of months befor e we start the Ascari Thunder
season which will require about half a troop each time – 6 weeks
in Kenya 4 times this year.  

It isn’t all work though.  A team will shortly deploy to Austria to
participate in the Corps snowboar ding championship and then
later in the year another expedition to Corsica is planned.  A
number of the troops have been sailing in Strangford Loch (rather
cold at this time of year) and pr eparations have begun for both
Mercury 500 and the Lanyard Trophy.

EXERCISE PANTHER SKILLS

After a long Christmas and New Year’s leave it was time for the
Sqn to get back into shape both figuratively and literally .  January
was an intense time during which just about everything was
issued from the QM’s Dept to the Tp stor es in order to prepare for
the training package that was put together by the Ops team.

The first week of PANTHER SKILLSinvolved the Sqn embarking
upon all manner of lessons, which were mainly conducted within
the classroom environment.  The lessons ranged from vehicle
recovery, drivers’ hours, convoy drills, r olling Replens and other
aspects of the green side of life which the Sqn has been away
from for some time.  Other lessons consisted of comms training
all of which would be put into practice during the confirmatory
phase of the ex conducted at Ballykinler T raining Camp.

The second week began in earnest on a bitterly cold February
morning and typical of the Norther n Irish weather it only changed
when the wind and rain tur ned up……fortunately we all had our
waterproofs and warm kit, so we set of f in convoy.  To their credit
the MT had taught us well as no one managed to get lost en
route.  Upon arrival we set about building the tented HQ complex
and then spent the next couple of days putting into practice all
that we had revised within the classroom.

19 LIGHT BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS 
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (209)

LISBURN

Capt Clayton takes time out to give fieldcraft advice to the
SNCOs

The first deployment of the new Pinzgauer FFRs

The light HQ begins to take shape 

Cross country driver training on Ballykinler Golf Course!
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With the momentum building into the final quarter , Sgt Rogers
was finally rewarded with the goal he deserved, and he
celebrated in style. The final whistle was in sight and things got
more heated with some fans even getting sent of f and a couple
more yellow cards for the players. With 5 mins to go, Sig ‘SJ’
Sartorius-Jones slid in to make it 3 – 0 and the game was over.
The Football Team now have their sights set on 7 Armd Bde. This
one should be a cracker…

EXERCISE GAUNTLET RIVALRY 2009
- by SSgt(YofS) Paul Taylor

Just prior to a well ear ned break for Christmas, the Sqn held its
inaugural Inter-Tp Games Night in the Sqn bar.  Ex GAUNTLET
RIVALRY was designed as an arduous test of team spirit 
combined with grit, determination and a huge serving of tr oop 
pride!  The initial test was to choose a strip to wear for the night.  
Sp Tp went with desert combats, Euphrates Tp opted for the 
pyjama party approach, and the imagination was really stretched 
by Tigris Tp arriving in matching Banner bur n bags!

The games were soon were underway and the Tps were pitting
their wits against a number of traditional pub games with a twist.
Table football became a 4-man left handed game and pool was a
2-man one-handed competition, which levelled the field – to the
disappointment of the usual pool sharks.  A nail biting Wii Boxing
final ended in a tie break between Euphrates and Tigris SSgts.
The capacity crowd then watched a moder n day David and
Goliath situation as SSgt Shaun Fielding defeated SSgt Chris
Moor e to lead Euphrates Tp to victory.  The more sedate
blindfolded Jenga then bought an element of calm to the night.

Up jumped WO2(RQMS) Charlie Kama with a glint in his eye.
He wound the crowd up to a fr enzy with shouts of “Who ar e we?”
prior to the Boat Race, which was a fairly uncivilised af fair
involving pickled eggs, gherkins, porkpies and a lot of grimacing
faces!  The culmination of the evening was a Chariot Race.  Each
Tp had spent hours preparing their chariot which had to be
pushed or pulled, with a passenger riding on top.  Dirty tactics

Valuable training was delivered over the next couple of days,
whether it was comms orientated enabling the Sqn to work
through their advanced signaller’s workbooks or driver orientated
enabling everyone to refresh their driving drills and skills.  It is at
this point that a special mention must go out to Sig Danny Taylor
who, whilst competing in a team time trial wheel change of a
Land Rover managed to lower the jack and wheel of the Rover
onto his own hand. Whilst the opposing team took pictur es on
their phones like a bunch of happy slappers, Sig Taylor displayed
his selfless commitment by ur ging his team mates to carry on
with the wheel change.  It must be said that at no time was Sig
Taylor at risk of injury and he actually emerged unscathed from

his experience.  Congratulations must go out to the winning team
of the wheel change time trial, well done to the following; 

Cpl ‘Johnny’ Howes , LCpl John Mudie , LCpl ‘Tac’ McArthur ,
LCpl Kelly Bradley , LCpl Holly Jackson and LCpl ‘Daz’
Pickersgill .

Having conducted further training in the field we then set about
practicing all our skills and drills in a confirmatory ex which
consisted of moving the HQ complex, establishing comms and
moving again, which is all good practice and as we all
know………..practice makes perfect!  

20 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUAR TERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (200)

PADERBORN

OC Maj SW Whittley
RSM WO1(RSM) CA Hook

The last few months have certainly seen a good mix of the ‘work
hard, play hard’ ethos.  A fun filled run up to Christmas leave
included several adventurous training expeditions, and the Sqn is
now looking forwar d to taking the lead for the imminent BCiP 5.4
conversion for the Bde.  The training bur den is intensive with
many soldiers earmarked as Train the Trainers for each Bde Unit,
and specific Tiger Teams which will assist BOWTAG in the
maintenance and setup of the training fleet.  With all this going on
and a continuing commitment to the Bde Ex ST AFF FIST series,
we also managed to squeeze in a very successful Combined
Inspection Week, which ensured the QM was up bur ning the
midnight oil, and involved a huge amount of har d work from
several members of the Sqn.

The senior Sig Sqn has also managed to fit in a number of extra
curricular events in recent weeks, many of which can be r ead
about below.  Finally, as this issue goes to print, the shooting
team are pitting their skills against the several other units in the
Bde SAAM, results to follow in the next edition. 

THE ROYAL SIGNALS CUP – 200 SIG SQN v 102 LOG BDE 
- by LCpl Marty Brand

This first round tie was a good opener for the newly formed 200
Sig Sqn squad, which had completed very little training for over a
year.  The team was picked and put thr ough their paces by its
captain, SSgt Chris Moor e, and Capt ‘Mac’ McCallin .  

Match day dawned and the opposition arrived looking fr esh.  Our
referee for the battle was Cpl Craig Jinks , who got the match
under way in good order.  After only a few minutes, Sgt Mick
Rogers was unlucky not to scor e with a dash towards the
opposition goal but the keeper made a decent save. This initial
chance sparked the team into action though and SSgt Moor e
used his weight to dominate the central midfield.  His har d graft
paid off when a perfect cor ner was swung in from Sgt Matty
Anderson, which SSgt Moor e managed to scissor kick into the
back of the net.

The opposition’s defence started to tir e and Sgt Rogers had
numerous opportunities to find a gap, but to no avail. In the dying
minutes of the first half, Cpl ‘Robbo’ Robertson was booked for
a reckless challenge which led to 102 Log Bde getting their first
shot on goal but thankfully they missed.  The half time team talk
was short and sweet as everyone knew their task for the second
half – stay ahead!

Predictably, 102 Log Bde came out fighting and br oke through
the middle on several occasions, but wer e stopped in their tracks
by a solid defence led by LCpl Brand . A handy lob at goal from
the 102 Log Bde striker, LCpl Williams , was carefully watched by
our Keeper, Cpl Bob Y uille , and he pulled off a great save, which
was lucky as it was his only save of the game!

The victorious 200 Signal Squadron team
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were everywhere, and the race organiser looked concer ned for
the safety of everyone as they dashed round the course, with Tp
Comds perched precariously on top of their r espective chariots.

The winning team was Sp Tp, and the OC presented a ‘no
expense spared’ trophy to their captain.  It was a thor oughly
enjoyable event which has already been pencilled into the
calendar for next year – however, I am not organising it!

EUPHRATES TROOP BERGEN-BELSEN VISIT 
- by Sgt Mark Carlisle

On a very cold morning in early February, Euphrates Tp left the
garages and headed off on the 2 hour road trip to Bergen-Belsen.
On arrival in the notorious grounds, which had pr eviously seen
some of the most horrific acts of WW2, it was immediately
noticeable how quiet the surr oundings were.

We headed into the nearby visitor centr e and with the aid of a
scale model, our guide Herr Felix Hoefinghof f explained in great
detail each area of the old site.  We then had the opportunity to
walk around the exhibitions, which ranged fr om video
autobiographies, many photographs, and prisoner documentation
ranging from POW status sheets to extermination r eports and
letters to family members. 

There are no visible remains of the old camp and the sites of the
mass graves are now entombed with a simple message stating
how many bodies lie there.  A few family members have erected
simple headstones, including the Uncle of Anne and Margot
Frank who has dedicated a stone to his nieces.

Herr Felix explained how in Germany all school childr en between
the ages of 14 and 16 now visit Bergen-Belsen or a similar
location to learn about what happened in WW2 and The Third
Reich. This was a very interesting and sombre visit.  RIP all who
lie there.

NEW YEAR PARTY - by Sig Marcus Mayes

The theme for the event was a Casino Night and the whole
function was meticulously planned by SSgt Ritchie Br own and
Sgt Matty Anderson , supported by their small team of
committee members: Cpl Mark Her non , Cpl Steve Lawr ence ,
LCpl Del L ynch , LCpl ‘The Kilt’ Hill and Sig Jonno Johnson .

The majority of guests arrived at the venue without a hitch,
except for a bus which for got to pick some passengers up – well
rescued LCpl ‘Princess’ Lear – and another bus which dr opped
passengers at the wrong entrance.  There were a few gritted
teeth and ruined shoes after the short tab in knee deep snow with
the RSM calling out “It’ s all good training!”

Sgt Mick Rogers certainly had luck on his side as he and his
guests managed a near clean sweep of the raffle prizes.  He was
only stopped by WO2(FofS) Dave Bain, who won his 4th
television in a row from various raffles since last year.  Sgt Chris
Doyle had a brainwave and made the LAD lads hand him their

casino chips, so he could win the bottle of Moet Champagne on
offer but the chips wer e down and they were beaten by Cpl
Robertson’ s good lady after the casino or ganisers smelled foul
play…unlucky LAD!  

Capt ‘T ravolta’ MaCallin was certainly the star of the dance
floor, impressing the ladies with his slick moves, and appar ently
he auditioned for “So you think you can dance” but narr owly
missed out in a “dance of f” with a 90 year old with a Zimmer
frame.           

Cpl Mark Porter ’s wife Amanda and her band provided some
fantastic entertainment befor e the DJ took over, and then as long
as you liked the Foo Fighters, it was fine!  The buffet was a little
chaotic as people didn’ t know whether they wer e supposed to
stockpile all 3 courses at once, or go back up later ...I bumped
into Cpl Si Goddar d who must have worked in a cir cus before
joining the Army as he had at least 6 plates, and came out with
the lousy excuse that 3 were for his missus!

The evening was a total success and a few individuals, including
myself, were nursing big hangovers in the morning!  I would like
to thank SSgt Br own and his committee again for a truly
excellent function.  I have recently joined the Royal Signals after
13 years with the Infantry, and I must say that this was the best
function my wife and I have been to.  Bring on the Summer Ball!

BA(G) SQUASH COMPETITION - by Capt Frost

The Sqn’s finest squash player, YofS Nick Hill , who had been
training for weeks in keen anticipation, was sadly unavailable at
the last minute to play in the BA(G) Squash competition, held in
Paderborn.  So it fell to 2 female novices, Capt Hannah Fr ost
and Lt Ali Sargeant , to represent the Sqn.

The turnout for the ladies competition was somewhat smaller
than for the men’s competition, and after some close matches,
Capt Fr ost was placed 3rd and Lt Sargeant lifted the BA(G)

Euphrates Troop sporting some ver y dodgy nightwear!

Sig Johnson counting his winnings

Sig Pieniak gets his head squeezed by the MT crew
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Women’s title. The prizes were very generous and the whole
event was well organised.

EXERCISE WINTER GAUNTLET 2010 
- by SSgt (Art Veh) Jamie Gardner

Day 1 of the management ski trip began at 0630hrs on a snowy
Wednesday morning, which itself was a challenge due to LS&GC
presentations the previous night.  With seats assigned and Sat
Navs programmed (more to follow) we set of f in excited
anticipation.  After an 8 hr drive, 2 of the buses arrived at the
resort, and a posh looking hotel.  It was then sadly discover ed
that our resident CSE(I) Sgt Matty Anderson , had programmed
the Sat Nav with a wrong postcode, and we wer e 35km from the
correct resort of Pillersee!   After a short pause in proceedings
caused by Sgt Mark Carlisle going for a wander, we eventually
got to our destination, and met up with the r emainder, who had
managed to eat their way through all the arrival kafee and
kuchen, cheers lads!   

As hotel rooms were assigned, there were a few raised eyebrows
about the solitary double bed in 2 man r ooms. The OC, Maj Stu
Whittley , discovered that he was in fact too big for his bed, and
had to rough it on the floor.  After the initial briefings, we took full
advantage of the Austrian hospitality , keeping the hotel bar open
until the small hours.

Day 2 began with ski and boot fitting then onto the slopes of
nearby St Jacob.  For those who didn’ t know which way was up,
our guide Phil Fluck kindly gave up his time to give the novice
members of the group some well received tuition.  The remainder
of the party then scatter ed across the pistes depending on their
ability – some more gracefully than others.  Everyone met up for
lunch and tales of ‘air’, ‘wipe outs’ and ‘bloody snowboar ders’
were told over generous helpings of goulash soup and
currywurst.  At the end of the day , everyone had managed to
escape injury, and Capt Paul McGarry was awarded most wipe
outs.  

Back at the hotel for a quick sauna and dinner , we then wrapped
up for the first of the evening’ s events, Ice Karting.  This closely
resembled Go-Karting, but was conducted on an icy track with
karts which definitely lacked winter tyr es.  After a worryingly short
safety brief, the first group mounted their chariots, and car nage
followed.  Sgt Helen Goodall was verbally admonished for very
nearly running over the safety staff and while trying to avoid her,
SSgt Jamie Gar dner received rapturous applause for his arial
acrobatic slip on the ice.  We then went to the local karaoke bar
where the good, the bad and the ugly wer e on display; good fr om
Capt Eddie McCallin , bad from Sgt Anderson , and ugly from Lt
Grant Wallace .  The night was stolen however by SSgt Ritchie
Brown when he scaled the polished tr ee trunk in the centre of the
bar and proudly collected his fr ee drink.  As the night drew to an
end, there were also special guest appearances by the snow
gymnastics team and WO1(RSM) Chay Hook .

Day 3 involved blowing away the cobwebs with some fantastic
skiing in the Fieberbrunn area, which had challenging runs for all
experience levels.  WO2(FofS) ‘Worzel’ McDonald and SSgt Phil
Roby both had frightening experiences on the nursery slope
button lift and the mor e competitive members of the Sqn
imagined they were on Ski Sunday with the timed slalom run. The
après ski band was literally unforgettable and we danced the
evening away with good beer and good company . The night was
retraced for those who made it to br eakfast the following
morning, and special mentions must go to Capt McGarry , Maj
Whittley and the WWF combination of SSgt Chris Moor e and
WO2(YofS) Nick Hill .

On the final evening, we assembled for a ‘lavish feast’ of fondue,
which was heavily supplemented by Fr ench bread and a
seemingly endless supply of vino-collapso.  W e were all delighted
when the OC chose the meal as the fitting occasion to pr omote
Lt Ali Sargeant to Capt; she gladly rang the bell (with
encouragement) only to find the hotel wine we had been supping
all night was in fact €25 a bottle.  It was agreed that she was
fortunate to be able to af ford it now!

The week was a fantastic opportunity for the Sqn to unwind after
a very demanding period, and a chance to get to know our
counterparts in a social environment. Special thanks go to
WO2(YofS) Hill for organising the trip, and also to ex-Royal
Signals SSgt Phil Fluck of Tyrolean Adventures, who provided
tuition and guidance thr oughout.  We are already looking forward
to next year!    

The OC was happy with his birthday T-Shirt this year!

SSgt Gardner fighting the wheel

Lesson 1 – Always keep 4 points of contact and tr y to look sober
when exiting the beer hutte!
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Comd BATUK Col N Hutton CBE late PARA
IC Sect WO2(YofS) B Rawlings

- by LCpl Joe Higgins

Some of you will be familiar with BATUK if you’ve
been involved in Ex GRAND PRIX or in Kenya on
adventurous training.  The role of the unit is to
provide training sp and act as ex facilitators to
BGs conducting warm weather training in Kenya.
The unit consists of around 14 permanent staf f on
a 2 year posting, supported by ar ound 45
Temporary Duty Staff (TDS) who are attached for
varying lengths of time – usually 6 weeks, 3
months or 6 months.  CIS Sect work mainly fr om
BATUK Rear which is situated around 10km
outside Nairobi in the Kenyan army base of
Kahawa Barracks.  We have our own little slice of
Britain in the top cor ner of the base called Kafaru
Barracks which means Rhino.  BATUK Main (NSG)
is situated further north in Nanyuki which is just on
the equator.  Once the BGs start rolling in, they
move from BATUK Rear (Nairobi) up to NSG and
deploy to one of the ar eas reserved for
acclimatisation and dry training.  Once this is
complete, the BGs move onto the final training ex
at Archers Post. The unit work extremely hard,
working long hours to make sur e when the BGs
arrive, they have everything ready for them to sign
for and drive away with, so they can achieve all their training
objectives. 

CIS Sect is made up of YofS, WO2 Bri Rawlings , Bowman
CQMS, Sgt Ian Spence , 1Scots, Bowman Fleet Manager, SSgt
John Paterson RLC, CSE (Tech) LCpl Joe Higgins 30 Sig Regt,
CSE (IS) LCpl Alex Tann 1 Div HQ & Sig Regt, Crypto NCO, Cpl
Ian Har e, 30 Sig Regt, Tech Storemen, Cpl Danny Roserie , 216
Sig Sqn and LCpl Stevie L yle, 5 Scots , Infantry Sig, Cpl Matt
Broadway , 1PWRR, Javelin operator/tank crewman, LCpl Kirk
Raines , 9/12 Royal Lancers and BMETS operator (weatherman),
LBdr Aar on Lee, 3 RHA.  We are still looking for positions within
the Sect for a Javelin operator and a weatherman/boy .  We also
have 11 Locally Employed Civilians (LECs) on whom we rely to
carry out the more day to day type of tasks, allowing the military
personnel to concentrate on the Bowman Equipment.

At the moment we have a fleet of 89 FFR vehicles of various fits.
Due to the heavy usage of the FFRs, we always need to have
vehicles ready to role out of the gate as others come into be

repaired and kit replaced as necessary. The work load is very
heavy.

Of the 5 Royal Signals personnel in CIS Sect, WO2(YofS)
Rawlings oversees the day to day running of the Sect, Cpls
Roserie and Hare work the stores, LCpl Tann is tasked with
maintaining all the IT assets on both camps, and I maintain the
Bowman aspect of the FFRs.  

Although the unit is very busy, there are opportunities to take part
in activities such as white water rafting and safari.  Alex and I did
a 60m bungee jump.  Another perk of working at BA TUK is
soaking up the “colourful” nightlife in Nair obi where we have
made many friends and acquaintances.  An evening in Nanyuki
however is not always to everyone’s taste.  Trying to go for a
‘quiet’ drink in the Sportsman’ s Arms after a hard days work can
only be described as an ‘experience’. 

I would like to mention the outgoing members of the Sect.  At the
beginning of March, Cpl Roserie , LCpl Raines , and LBdr Lee
will be leaving CIS Sect.    

OTHER UNITS

BRITISH ARMY TRAINING UNIT KENY A

The BATUK CIS Section – LCpl Joe Higgins, Cpl Ian Hare, Cpl Matt Broadway, LCpl
Stevie Lyle, LCpl Alex Tann, LBdr Aaron Lee and Cpl Danny Roserie

JOINT COMMUNICA TIONS UNIT
(FALKLAND ISLANDS)

OC Maj Ben Howarth 
USM WO2(USM) Steve Carley RLC

UNIT HEADQUARTERS

October saw the replacement of WO2(USM) Young with an
altogether dif ferent breed from the usual J6 creatures, WO2(USM)

Steve Carley of the Royal Logistics Corps.  We also said farewell
to our XO, WO Barry Ashworth RAF, who is ably replaced by
WO Dave Nolan RAF.  The Tp Comds also rolled over with Capt
Gareth Davies handing over to 2Lt Georgina Mer chant fresh
from her Tp Comds course.  Continuing on the youthful theme it
was time for Flt Lt Andy Fleming to say farewell and for Flt Lt
Nick Harris to step into the br each as Ops Officer. 
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Amongst our sections, the IT Cell have said farewell to Sgt Clair e
Old RAF and Sgt Dave Thirlwell RAF, and welcomed their
replacements Sgt Jerry Newby RAF and Sgt Rhys Williams
RAF.  In December, Tac Comms waved of f Sgt Mick Qualtr ough
and greeted Sgt Per cy Thr ower , while in January CMIS saw the
departure of Sgt Mick Partridge and received Sgt Chris Craven.

THE BFSAI CUP

Twelve units from across theatre battle it out each year for the
BFSAI Cup.  The competition comprises 11 sporting events: a
swimming gala, 5-a-side football, cr oss country, Super Teams,
volleyball, racket sports, netball, kwik cricket, uni-hoc, the T urkey
Trot (a 10km race) and a 10km march and shoot.  ISS SAI did
well and came 4th at the close of the competition in December ,
despite lying in 10th position in September!  Our admittedly
mixed performance nevertheless yielded some very str ong results
as well, as we came a resounding 1st in the March and Shoot,
2nd in the Turkey Trot and 3rd in the swimming gala, racket
sports and uni-hoc events.  Special mention must be given to
those individuals who excelled in the Turkey Trot: LCpl Mandy
Kidd was first female, AB Michael Whelan came in 7th with SAC
Lance McMahon coming in 14th.

SWIM FOR LIFE

Charity events are another part of life here at Mount Pleasant
Complex and ISS SAI’s contribution for the last quarter was the
“Swim for Life” in aid of MacMillan Cancer Resear ch, organised
by LCpl Ben Mills .  ISS SAI personnel swam a grand total of
1,412 lengths in 1 hr – the equivalent of almost 30 miles.  Again,
special mention must be given to LCpl Mills , Sgt Kara
Rokovada and Sgt Maddie T ysoe who swam 60 lengths apiece,
Cpl ‘Clazz’ McClar ence who excelled with 70 lengths and finally
the OC, Maj Ben Howarth and the Ops O Flt Lt Nick Harris
who, at 100 lengths each, were simply showing of f.

DETERRENCE AND REASSURANCE PATROL WITH 2 PARA
- by Sig Graham Loney

D Coy,  2 PARA were to deploy on an op patr ol 65km across the
North East Falklands on foot, carrying all required equipment on
person.   They requested for any individuals who would like an
insight into infantry tactics and felt up to the challenge to come
along.  I volunteered, keen to see the harder side of life so I
would appreciate the little luxuries of a 6 day working week and
having a warm single bedroom to relax in every evening!

We started off at a chilly 0530hrs, firstly heading onto HMS Clyde
for 3½ hr of smooth sailing r ound the North East side of the
coast.  Here the 100 strong patrol was heli-lifted of f to our
insertion point at Macbridge Head.  As the final chalk was being
dropped of f, the weather changed from calm to wet and windy .
This brought about smiles on everyone’s faces, coupled with the
thought of the oncoming tab to Gr een Patch!

It was interesting to see how the infantry conduct a tactical
patrol; though I remembered much of it fr om basic training, there
were a lot of hand signals that I had to pick up on quickly .  In the
evenings I was shown certain ‘tricks of the trade’ on everything
from lightening Bergen weight and ‘Gucci’ must-have kit, to
spicing up the ration packs.  Luckily the local Falklands
population welcome the patr ols and at times allow them to use
their barns rather than bashering up in the elements.  

On the first day, by 1700hrs, it was blowing a gale and snowing
heavily and this continued for the next 5 days, getting
progressively worse.  On the second night, after doing a few
clearing up jobs for the local farmer, he supplied us with some
geese.  Immediately a theory and practical lesson on pr eparing a
goose was laid on, then the lads wasted no time in making a fir e
and getting the geese added to the rations.  During our travels we
had the pleasure of meeting some of the locals who wer e here
during the Falklands war and had our pictur e taken with one lady
who during the conflict patr olled with 3 PARA to point out where
the Argentine Forces were holding up.

Overall, I thought it was a successful experience and certainly an
enjoyable one, even though the patrol was cut short by one night
due to the inclement weather.  In hindsight, perhaps that was
luck, as on the final day we were to tab the furthest distance fr om
Mount Kent to MPA. 

The 2 PARA lads were very welcoming, and although the whole
time was spent in freezing, wet and snowy weather they were
always in a good mood.  When relaxing they give the impression
of a bunch of br others having a mess around, but when they are
in role they were serious, professional and always keeping on top
of their drills.  This has been a great experience for me and one
that I will remember long after I have left the shores of the
Falkland Islands.

THE FALKLANDS - by LCpl Alan Larman

It all began with a fairly innocuous question fr om my FofS, WO2
Grey, ‘How would you like to go to the Falkland Islands?’  I had
been pestering for an op tour for some time, having just missed
out on the last Op OCULUS. 

The main requirements for this post wer e a Class 1 Tech, Cpl or
Sgt.  Being a Class 2 recently promoted LCpl, my posting was
approved after a flurry of emails and the paperwork went to
Glasgow to set up the FTRS post, as this was usually a Regular
slot.  I had to attend a month long r esidential course at Blandford
and my civilian employees were extremely helpful and allowed me
to give them 3 day’s notice.

I was contacted by the curr ent incumbent of the post Sgt
Mur cott and was quickly pr ovided with detailed pr e-deployment
notes and a rough idea of what the job entailed.  I was to 
deploy to Mt Kent as the sole Army pr esence there alongside a
small team of RAF personnel.  The description of the place 
left me feeling I was at the frontier of the remaining British
Empire, a bit like Beau Geste but with penguins and nicer
neighbours.

Upon arrival I was shown the site and briefed about the
procedures in the case of high winds, which is a gr eat deal of the
time.  The facilities at my disposal for my of f-work time wer e very
good.  These included a cinema, a well stocked gym, a sauna
and access to the inter net.  The bad news was the internet
allocation for the 12 people on site had r ecently been dropped
from 10 GB to 6 GB per month, they had been snowed in until
recently and they had also lost water for a week due to the 
water pipes freezing.  On the plus side it must be said that the
meals provided by the 2 resident RAF chefs have been second to
none.

As a civilian, the transition to deployed soldier was a strange one.
In some ways deploying as the sole Army representative among
10 RAF personnel who had deployed at similar times was
probably more difficult than deploying to a Regular sigs unit.  The
RAF has a slightly more relaxed attitude, which was confusing at
first, but I experienced none of the inter service rivalry I often r ead
about in the tabloids.  Once I completed my baptism of fir e and
after a few e-mails, phone calls and social nights, I felt part of the
team and capable of filling the r ole for which I had been
deployed, namely the maintenance of the LAMBETH radios and
the site phone system.  Everyone on site has additional duties, a
legacy of when there were 30 plus people on site; mine include
the welfare PCs, phone cards and the gym. 

Having settled in, I began looking at the options I had for training
and continued development.  I have been able to make use of the
DLP in order to complete a variety of on-line courses and have
been able to arrange for me to work thr ough the lessons and
assessed practical exercises required for me to complete my
Bowman Advanced Signallers qualification, useful as my home
unit 1 (RBY) Sig Sqn (V) were due to be Bowmanised in my
absence.  Unfortunately, I have not been able to participate in the
leadership development courses pr ovided by the Joint Education
Centre at MPC for SACs and Ptes but there is scope for Cpls to
continue Phases 2 & 3 of their JCLM in theatre. 
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The range of extracurricular activities available for theatre
personnel is extensive and MPA has its own go-kart track and
paintball arena, as well a golf course for the career orientated.  I
have signed up for the Falklands Challenge which comprises
638.25 km: 575.35km on land (walk, run or bike) and 62.9 km on
the sea (swim or rower).  The prize for this is a T-shirt, so I can
add this to the one I got for doing the Dew Pond Run the last
time I was in Ascension.  I was also recently tasked with
researching the Battle for Mt Kent by the SNCO Eng, Sgt ‘Shark’

Jones , and have visited SAS Point where the SAS had an OP in
1982 monitoring the Argentines in Stanley.

Overall I am enjoying my deployment and as the weather
improves I will take my R&R to look around at the natural
wonders here on the island including orcas, 5 types of penguins,
sea lions and seals, as well as the wealth of historical sites.
Professionally, I hope to return to my unit a more confident and
competent technician than when I left.  

JOINT SER VICE SIGNAL UNIT (CYPRUS)

CO Lt Col Dooley
RSM WO1(RSM) Walledge

OLD v BOLD RUGBY MA TCH - by LCpl Sadler

During the build up to the Christmas festivities the JSSU(Cyprus)
Rugby club, called the “Staggs”, had their annual Old v Bold
(older v younger players) rugby match.  The ideas was that it was
a farewell match for the coach Cpl Jim Oram RAF Police, who
deployed to Al-Udeid in Quatar in the New Year.  The game was
both competitive and exciting, with the Adjt, Capt ‘Izzy’
Bangurah and CO, Lt Col Dooley having a fair few tackles
against them.  Unfortunately the final scor e didn’t go so well for
the Old team with Sgt Ross Stanley scoring the only try and
conversion.

1 SQUADRON CHRISTMAS PARTY - by LCpl Sadler

On 18 December, 1 Sqn had their annual Christmas party at the
Salamis Bay Hotel and Casino in Famagusta, Northern Cyprus.
The Venue was excellent and a welcome change from the usual
local bars in southern Cyprus.  The event was so good it
attracted a number of guests fr om the other Sqns.  Everybody
got a 3-course meal, which was very tasty but not the usual
Christmas turkey meal everyone is used to, and as much table
wine and Efes as they could drink.  Many of the Naval CPOs took
this to be a challenge and were the only people seen drinking the
wine; most people had given up after the first vinegary sip that
made you try and suck your teeth down your thr oat.  There was a
suitably cheesy disco/karaoke, a money tr ee raffle and for those
that were feeling particularly lucky or rich ther e was the Hotel’s
Casino.  Cpl Laf for d, LCpl Parry and LCpl Wise , all of who were
leaving the Unit the next day, were forced to sing a farewell song
by the Sqn 2IC, Capt Glover .  He chose the Village People
YMCA for them.  They looked a little hesitant to start with but it
soon became apparent that they all knew the wor ds and actions
too.  The winners of the night wer e Cpl Andr ea McMurray and
Flt Lt Sharpe RAF who scooped the jackpot.  Some people
extending their stay at the Hotel for the night to make use of their

excellent Turkish Baths.  Finally, a big thank you to Sgt Adam
Nelson and his committee for arranging a gr eat function.

JSSU CAROL SERVICE - by LCpl Sadler

The annual Christmas Carol service took place on 18 December
in the Combined Mess.  The Service was lead by the Unit Padr e,
Flt Lt Pete Edwar ds with the help of the childr en from the local
Primary School.  They delighted us with their musical talents,
each year sang the song they performed at the School’ s
Christmas Service.  There were also some great readings by CPO
Brian Gill and LCpl Sadler .  To top the service of f, the Padre
called the Officers to form a choir and had them bobbing up and
down to perform the ‘12 Days of Christmas’.  After the service
there was a cake sale lead by everybody’s number one Naval PTI,
LPT ‘Maggs’ Maguir e, who got stitched up and made to dr ess
like a pixie.  All of the cakes were made by the Unit’s chefs and
entered into the Cyprus Christmas Cake competition, wher e they
did very well coming 2nd overall on island.  The bidding started
slowly but soon the money started to flow as the competition to
buy cakes increased.  This was helped by the kids who soon
realised that it would be fun to bid on their par ents behalf and got
a little carried away; there were a number of worried looking
parents at the end of the auction.  All the money raised form the
auction went to the charity ‘Help for Her oes’. 

AYIOS NIKOLAOS BURNS NIGHT 2010 - by Flt Sgt Anderson

Friday 15 January saw the Combined Mess transformed into a
Scottish festival of r emembrance for the great man himself,
“Rabbie Burns”.  It was an excellent tur n out with over 100
personnel coming to enjoy the evening.  Sig Motherwell from the
band of the Royal Corps of Signals  Pipes and Drums entertained
the guests as they arrived.  

Sgt Petchy tackles Adjt Capt Izzy Bangurah

LPT Maguire dressed as an elf auctioning the Christmas cakes
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Assembled guests awaited the arrival of the CO, Lt Col Mike
Dooley in the usual manner for a Burns Night by consuming as
many arrival drinks as possible, which for some would indicate
the night which lay ahead.  Before entering the dining hall, the
Master of Ceremonies, Capt Dave Longmuir requested a
rendition of, “Cock up your Beaver” fr om WO2 Ian Collins .
Despite being as English as they come, Ian gave it his all and
was rewarded by rapturous applause by all.  

The first of the formal parts of the evening, the Addr ess to the
Haggis was delivered by WO1 Gordon Tibbetts who despite any
nerves pulled off an excellent rendition, which set the tone for the
rest of the evening.  The traditional fayre was enjoyed by all, a
simple menu of Cock-a-leekie soup, Fillet Steak and Haggis with
Champit Mash and Veg and followed by a dessert of Whisky
Flavoured Ice Cream and Caramel Sauce.  The quality of the food
was second to none with the head chef, LCpl J Colville and his
team receiving nothing but praise for their excellent ef forts.  

During the evening the Chairman for the function, Flt Sgt Dougie
Anderson , called upon the Master of Cer emonies for poems.
These of course were not undertaken by volunteers but mor e by
“voluntolds”.  Individuals wer e selected for their misdemeanours
either prior to the function or during it.  All those selected wer e,
either with the help of the wine or whisky or in some cases both
gave an impressive rendition of their chosen poem or song.   As
the evening progressed the Chairman delivered the key note
speech of the night, The Immortal Memory .  For those not fully au
fait with a Burns evening this is the speech which describes the
bard’s life from his humble beginning in Alloa, Scotland to his
death in July 1796.  Due to the number of guests fr om south of
the border, it was kept relatively short and light hearted which
went down well with the assembled guests. 

Those who have been to a Burns
Night know that the highlight of the
evening is the toast to the Lassies
and the reply from the Lassies, given
by SSgt Kenny Smith and CPO
Kimberley Wyche respectively.
Between them they had multiple
guests crying with laughter and fr om
someone who has been to many a
Burns Night, they were by far the
best I have heard.  

As the tables were cleared the
guests returned to the bar for mor e
drinks and it was obvious that the
free whisky had taken its toll on
some.  The piper and DJ continued
to entertain long into the night with a
mixture of traditional Scottish and
modern music resulting in the bar

remaining full, a good indication of a highly successful evening.
With guests paying 5 euro for a chance to see just how dif ficult it
is to play the pipes, over 100 Euro was raised for ‘Help for
Heroes’.  All in all, an excellent evening which the committee
should be justly proud of.

JOINT MESS ARMY NIGHT – ARNHEM 65th ANNIVERSAR Y 
- by Maj Kevin Byrne

Hot on the heels of a very successful battlefield tour to Ar nhem
16 – 21 September 09, it was decided to hold a dinner night in
the Joint Mess at JSSU(Cyprus) to continue the theme of Op
MARKET GARDEN.  A lot of imagination went into organising the
night; the Mess was decked out as the Hartenstein Hotel at
Oosterbeek, complete with bur nt curtains, debris and wounded
soldiers, ably played by the Unit’ s Defence Section.  We even
managed to acquire over 20 weapons for displays around the
Mess.  However, without doubt the highlights of the event wer e
the life sized Horsa Glider and the MK1 Tiger Tank that were built
as props to complement the night.  Both the glider and the tank
took nearly 3 weeks to build, but together they r eally made the
night go of f with more than one bang.

The guest speakers for the evening were Brig Chip Chapman
and Mr Nick Kelso , who had been the Unit’s official war walker
for the Arnhem battlefield tour.  Both speakers graciously agreed
to fly from the UK and Europe respectively for the night and
everyone agreed their presence made the night very special.  The
function finished around 0500hrs and a grand time was had by all
who attended.  A special thanks fr om Maj Kevin Byr ne to all
those who worked so har d to make the night very memorable; in
particular SSgt Dave Laur ence and Sgt Stan Stanley .     

Burns Night

WO1(FoS) Tibbetts addr essing the haggis

The Mk1 Tiger Tank made for the evening
with a mystery commander
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OC Maj M McCorry
USM WO2 N Elliot

INFRASTRUCTURE TROOP

Tp OC Capt Matt T remelling
Aki SSgt SSgt Dave King MBE
Dhk SSgt SSgt Kips Fisher
Epi SSgt SSgt Ian Farr ow
Spt Flt Flt Lt Paul Grimes

AKROTIRI SECTION - by Sig Hopkins

The Sect has been going though some changes in the past few
months adjusting to working alongside Bailey T eswaine (BTes)
civilian contractors.  BTes have taken the lead with fixing faults
leaving us to get on with ongoing pr ojects.  Firstly we say a fond
farewell to Sgt Bridger who left us for 2 Sig Regt and Sig
Maler ek who left us on promotion to 10 Sig Regt, Cpl Al
Mousley to 18 Sig Regt and last but not least Cpl Thompson to
7 Sig Regt.  This has left the Sect with no PTIs, much to the
delight of some of the Sigs.  SSgt King and LCpl Har dy swiftly
addressed this by completing the Endurance Training Leader
qualification.

December saw the very well organised last ever CCU Christmas
function at the Amathus Hotel in Paphos – we got to see
everyone polished up in their dinner outfits.  Good food and raf fle
prizes were just a few things among many, which made an
excellent night.

The Section 10-pin bowling team have been back in action for
the start of the new league – let’s hope they land some better
results than last year.  All that aside, the Sect has been able to
fulfil its role within CCU dealing with RFCs and projects giving our
young Sigs the opportunity to gain mor e experience and fill in
that Class 3 to 2 book.  Also we ar e nearing the completion of
project Welchman.

To summarise it has been a demanding but fun couple of months,
so let’s hope for more of the good things in the near futur e.

DHEKELIA SECTION - by Sig Phillips

Dhekelia Sect has had a few events worth mentioning r ecently.
We have said goodbye to 2 members of the Sect: LCpl
Matthews has now moved on to RAF Henlow, so we wish him all
the best and Sig Van Zyl has moved to 10 Sig Regt; all the best
to him too.  For Sig Van Zyl we decided we would go to the local
bowling alley for a leaving get-together which br ought out the
competitive side of a lot of people.  The overall winner was Sgt
Poole who had an outstanding scor e of 222; so from all the boys
in Dhekelia well done and better luck next time to Sig Van Zyl
and Sig Downey who were the shockingly bad losers.

Two members of the Sect successfully gained their motor bike
licence, so well done to Cpl Watson and Sig Loney .  

Unfortunately Cpl Mur ney wasn’t as successful and we wish him
the best when he sits his re-test in the near future; until then stick
to your scooter!

Congratulations to Cpl Mur ney on his selection for instructor and
imminent posting to ATR Winchester to instruct Phase 1 recruits.
We are sure he will do well there when he arrives in June.
Also putting normal work aside for a minute, Sig Loney and Sig
Downey have been attached to the ESBA Resident Inf Bn, 2
PWRR for some interesting and challenging inf training.  Mor e
follows below on their experiences.

Lastly we would all like to congratulate SSgt Kips Fisher for his
selection for promotion. We all hope Jamie , Megan and Logan
all enjoy Oman.

EPISKOPI SECTION - by LCpl Buley

The winter months of 2009 have seen Epi Sect focus on work in
progress, maintenance of records and keeping warm.  Things
have been quiet on the social front for us other than the usual
Christmas functions during “silly season” and the island ‘Mech’
Christmas gatherings.  Even the leaving function for Cpl
‘Thommo’ Thompson was surprisingly civilised.  Upcoming
functions include far ewells to SSgt ‘Norwich’ Farr ow , and LCpl
Hamilton .  Normal service will be resumed.

Many of us found the Christmas flight situation a pr oblem with
the UK airports coming to a stand still and airline companies
going bust.  Luckily everyone who wanted to go managed to get
home in the end, with a little extra expense or over night stays on
a bench at Gatwick Airport. 

Many of the Sect made it all the way to Las Vegas for Cpl
‘Johnno’ Johnson’ s wedding and New Year Celebrations,
returning with a few tales about SSgt Farr ow going on a “Fear
and Loathing” style bender ar ound the casinos and managing to
come out with some winnings!  W e also believe there are a few
“what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas” tales we have not heard
about.  We would like to congratulate Cpl Johnson and his wife
Katrina on their marriage and wish them a long and happy life
together.

We have recently said goodbye to Sig Billingsley who has left us
to 241 Sig Sqn on promotion. Well done on your promotion and
congratulations to your new Unit’ s football side who ar e gaining a
goalkeeper!  Maybe you will fit some work in ar ound your football
commitments?  LCpl Hamilton has left for the 10 Sig Regt and
shortly SSgt Farr ow will join him there as CPO.

BACK TO BASICS WITH 2 PWRR - by Sig Loney

The 2nd Bn Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (2PWRR) have
recently completed their time as Theatr e Reserve Battalion (TRB)
and following a well deserved period of leave and r econstitution it
was time for the lads to get back into their fundamental training.
Following some relationship building by Sgt Dino Simpson from
Aki Sect and SSgt Fisher the opportunity was pr esented for
some of CCU to deploy on ex with a coy for a week. Sig
Downey and I volunteered to participate and lear n whatever we
could from the experienced troops. 

The ex itself was 5 days and 4 nights and covered 85 km up in
the Troodos Mountains here in Cyprus. The terrain was
obviously hilly, rocky and with countless bramble bushes. This
made movement dif ficult and hazardous which became appar ent
after 2 men suffered injuries: one with a broken arm and one with
a broken leg. This happened within the first 2 nights and we
were surprised at how much ef fect this had on the fighting for ce
of the sects.

As this ex was based on the experience gained by 2 PWRR on
ops, we completed an insertion ‘T AB’ into the harbour area 
where we waited for further or ders. Once the ‘int’ was r eceived,
the comds formulated their plan, deployed r ecce patrols, and 
set up OPs. While on patrol we searched for IEDs, raided 
enemy positions, established ambushes and got ambushed in
return.

The sect, pl and coy attacks taught us a lot. The enemy had well
thought out, dug-in positions and always had r eserves in depth

DE&S - CYPRUS COMMUNICA TIONS UNIT
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that sprung to life just as the lead sect r olled through the first
positions. They were cunning and widely dispersed over the
mountains and all the attacks wer e completed at dusk, night or
early morning, as you would expect.

During the ex, Sig Downey was tasked with becoming the Pl
Sgt’s runner and also completed a task of 2 IC Coy HQ.  I was

tasked with the Pl Comd’ s runner and shared the position of radio
man with the Pl Sig. 

Overall we both really enjoyed our time with the tr oops from 2
PWRR and found the experience a real eye opener. We would
like to thank 2 PWRR for this opportunity and for sharing their op
experiences with us.  

SPORT

EXERCISE EXTREME SURF DAHAB 2010

- by Capt Jon Markendale OIC Corps Windsurfing

The end of January saw 38 personnel from across the Army travel
to Egypt on the Royal Signals led windsurfing training camp, Ex
DAHAB EXTREME SURF.  The training camp had been put
together to allow windsurfers fr om across the different cap
badges a chance to have consistent training conditions in which
every class of sailor would be able to lear n and hone their skills.
This would be under the diligent eye of ASA Windsurfing Training
Manager Jon Metcalfe , in preparation for the Joint Services
competition to be held in May .  Seven personnel from the Corps
were lucky enough to be selected to attend the training camp,
from complete novices (“What’ s a windsurfing board?)” to the
Advanced (“Yeah, I just pulled off my first flat forwar d”).
According to the instructors, the weather was unseasonably
windy, blowing at least a force 4 – 5 every day and actually
unseasonably cold.  Here are some of the experiences from the
guys:

START COURSE - by Sgt Graham Lafferty

After a quick welcome to the r esort on the first mor ning and then
a short walk down the beach to the big equipment shed, this
windsurfing idea definitely seemed to be a good one.  The 5 hr
flight and a bit of drama at an Egyptian police check point
seemed a million miles away now as we sat in the sun waiting to
meet our instructors.  The START windsurfing group was
introduced to James , Will and Hasan who would be our
instructors for the week.  The gr oup consisted of 16 people
ranging from a Lt in the Gunners to a Sig from the Corps.  First
thing was some dry-land simulator training wher e we were given
a bit of an introduction to windsurfing and then we grabbed our
boards and moved down to the sea for a bit of practical.  Getting
on and staying on the board which although all sounds pr etty
straight forward was a little more complicated than it looked!

However, after some falls and some sound instruction, by the end
of the morning we were all, just about, there.  After lunch it was
time to add sails and get moving – luckily followed very closely
by the safety boat.  With the wind on our backs we all sailed of f
to the open lagoon befor e realising how incredibly dif ficult it was
to come back with the wind in your face!  With our instructors on
hand, and a lot of use of the safety boat, we all made it back to
the shore happy with our first day of windsurfing.

Day 2 and we were straight back into the sea for a bit of a r ecap
on the previous day’s instruction.  We then went back to the
simulator for some theory on how to steer our windsurfing boar ds
in the correct direction.  Again this all sounded pr etty straight
forward but out in the water after lunch, things didn’ t seem to be
going quite as planned.  A good day’ s windsurfing and a lot of
friendly banter in the START group led to a well deserved night
out in the local town wher e one or two of the local cocktails wer e
sampled and some of the girls perfected their bartering skills with
the local merchants.  

By the third morning, although a little tired from the previous
night’s excursion, all the START windsurfers were up and raring to
go; unfortunately the wind was up too and, due to the conditions,
the START group were stopped from going out on the water .
Although this wasn’ t ideal, it gave us all a chance to explor e the
local area and in the afternoon take a quad bike safari through
the local hillside.  

Day 4 brought better news and with wind conditions dr opping,
we were able to get back on the water .  After a spot more theory
and a lot of explanation, we wer e all taught how to tack and jibe
which is basically tur ning the board towards and away from the
wind; however this was a lot mor e complicated than the
instructors made it appear .  Again by the end of the day we had a
ventured out across the lagoon and managed to r eturn safely.
Day 5 was time to put it all together and though a str ong wind

Team photo – Sig  Ricky Robinson, SSgt Rob Hickley, Capt Jon
Markendale, Maj John Fradley, Sig Andy Mitchell and Sgt Graham

Lafferty

Sgt Graham Lafferty attempts full ramming speed against the jetty
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meant that although conditions wer en’t ideal, they were testing
and ensured the START windsurfers would get a lot out of the
day.  Out and back from the lagoon meant a good but tiring day’ s
windsurfing for all.  The final day meant it was time to pit our
newly found skills against each other in a team race which meant
everyone’s competitive str eak came out – as well as a bit of
cheating!  Nevertheless the race went well and was both testing
and a lot of fun.  No doubt my skills will be tested again during
the Joint Services Novice competition in the summer!

INTERMEDIATE GROUP - by Sig Andy Mitchell

We awoke nice and early to be at Gatwick airport for 0745hrs to
check in to fly to Sharm el Sheikh airport.  After a long 4½ hrs,
we eventually landed to be greeted by a hot overcast evening.
We met our rep who took us to our hotel, the Corallia, we wer e
shown our rooms and where the restaurant was.  After some local
cuisine we met in the bar for a few drinks to get to know
everyone.

As I had previous windsurfing experience I was put into the
INTERMEDIATE non planing group.  The aim for the week was to
improve on our existing skills and learn a few new things.  The
morning session started with a lesson on the simulator showing
us how to sail close to the wind. This was important as the wind
came from an offshore direction.  The rest of the morning and
afternoon was spent on the water putting into practice what we
had just learnt.

Day 2 saw us getting to grips with hooking and unhooking in the
harness.  This is especially important if you want to go fast and
not tire your back and arms quickly .  The rest of the morning and
afternoon led to a lot of frustration as our gr oup were hooking
into the harness and being catapulted, falling on top and
underneath the sail, which meant a lot of swimming. 

Day 3 and we woke to  a very strong wind and were told by the
instructors that only the advanced sailors wer e allowed to go
onto the water.  We took the opportunity to do some sight seeing
and decided to go for a quad bike ride up into the mountains –
not a bad alternative!

Day 4 and 5 saw us concentrate on race winning manoeuvr es.
First we worked on the quick tack instead of the slow static tur n.
Again a lot of frustration on the water as the sail kept knocking
people off their boards while trying to get to grips with this tricky
manoeuvre.  The next day we spent learning how to fast gybe in
the morning.  The plan was to do it on the water in the after noon
but as the wind picked up quite a bit, the emphasis changed to
blasting (going really fast!) and harness work.  That evening was
spent learning a little bit about the local ar ea and a camel ride up
into the mountains, where we enjoyed the local cuisine.

The day everybody looked forward to race day.  The morning was
given to practise everything we had lear nt in the week.  The wind
was kind enough to allow us to practise the dif ficult fast gybe.
Time soon went and it was time to race. Ther e were 2 fleets; the
ADVANCED and the INTERMEDIATES.  It consisted of 3 races out
to a buoy and back – known as the master blaster .  This was a
great experience as it was the first time I had raced and
surprisingly got on OK.   Hopefully I will go into the
INTERMEDIATE fleet and will race around the same circuits as
those in the ‘top-flight’!

ADVANCED AND ADVANCED PLUS - by SSgt Robert Hickley

The guys in the ADVANCED and ADVANCED PLUS groups were
given some expert tuition fr om the Neilson instructors and Jon
Metcalfe , the ASA windsurfing manager.  The ADVANCED group
were continually hammered on their quick manoeuvres, short
board tacking and carve gybing, which involved taking a lot of
speed into tur ns and, more often than not, being spat out and
over the top of the boar d.  By the end of the week the
ADVANCED guys progressed onto chop-hopping, jumping, (the
theory behind) forward loops and the duck gybe – passing the
sail over your head as you turn.  Capt Markendale clearly

missed the bit of instruction of not attempting this transition with
anything more than a 6m sail; he was last seen chewing the
bottom of his 7m befor e taking a lengthy swim in the sea.  The
ADVANCED plus group were straight at the deep end, learning
how to perform the flat water forwar d loop (no mean feat), duck
gybing, slam gybing, the completely pointless upwind and
downwind 360 and ‘how to look good whilst pointing at the
camera’.  

A trip out to ‘Kamikaze’ saw head to mast high waves and some
awesome manoeuvres, and the majority of the group had some
kind of encounter with either r ocks, the reef or sea urchins –
including one encounter on the first day that saw one of the guys
receive a peppering of spines from the tip of his toes to the end
of his heel.  The advice given by the local doctor was to walk on
it so that the spines would be br oken up – not a pleasant sight for
anyone to see!  On ‘racing Saturday’ the ADVANCED and
ADVANCED PLUS groups were put into the same racing fleet; 3
rounds of master blaster and hold down as big kit as possible.
Maj John Fradley showed the younger members of the team

how to do it with an
excellent 3rd place,
although we were all
given an education
by the ASA
windsurfing
manager as he
came 1st in every
race!  Prizes were
awarded that night,
where I was
awarded the (Toilet)
Duck Advanced
award for my duck
gybing, Capt Jon
Markendale a pair
of rubber gloves to
protect his hands
from being
destroyed further –
windsurfing with
bleeding holes in
your palms and
fingers looks painful
– and Sig Ricky
Robinson awarded
the prize for most
rubbish hat of the
week.

Capt Jon Markendale chop-hopping with some fr ee board
advertising shots thrown in

SSgt Rob Hickley plays ‘catch me if you
can’
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- by Sig McInnes and Sig Parker 216 Sqn

Ex KESWICK RUNNER (KR) is the annual Royal Signals Cross
Country camp held in the Lake District for the benefit of all cr oss-
country and running athletes of all standar ds.  This year’s ex was
held between 11 – 16 October in the ‘hilly’ ar ea of Keswick.  The
week consisted of various dif ferent training sessions as well as
lessons in nutrition, foot car e, running posture and yoga.  In
addition there was a sports therapist on hand to massage our
weary legs!

The first challenge was a 3.5 mile hilly run in Windlater Forest.  It
was supposed to be a ‘shake out’ fr om the weekend but tur ned
out to be quite a challenging run.  However , as would be
expected Sigs Brand , McInnes and Parker from 216 were
always at the front leading the way!  The afternoon consisted of a
4 mile recovery run along a disused railway which was nice and
relaxing after the first session.  

Day 2 started with a 5 mile fartlek training session around
Thirlmere Lake, followed by a 3 mile orienteering competition in
the afternoon again held in Windlater Forest.  The orienteering
competition br ought out the competitive side to everyone and
proved that the fastest runners don’ t always win, as a team from
Group 3 won the competition by 11 mins!  They wer e rewarded
with New Balance Training shirts as prizes from the OIC,
WO1(YofS(EW)) Jefferson .

Day 3 consisted of ‘dif ferent’ types of team building exs with lots
of clothes pegs and string which caused a lot of laughter!  This
was followed by a 7 mile ‘best ef fort’ race.  Lt Col Forr est ,
Chairman Cross Country Committee, certainly gave us a run for
our money setting the standar d for all of us youngsters to try and
beat!  The afternoon consisted of a lectur e on nutrition, core
stability and yoga enhanced fitness which had us all in stitches as
we discovered that our sense of balance and flexibility wer en’t
quite what we imagined! 

As the week went on it felt like we wer e all back on P Coy again,
as we were doing PT twice a day; although every session was
different and believe it or not, enjoyable!  In one particular event
on Day 4, we took part in a 8.5 mile undulating run which
WO1(YofS(EW)) Jefferson challenged Sig Brand to complete in
under 52 mins.  Now this may sound easy for somebody fr om
216 Sig Sqn, but taking into consideration the pr evious 3 day’s
training and the undulating terrain, it was going to be tough!  
The carrot dangled was a night out in Keswick with a lie-in for
everyone, so he was keen to succeed, especially as he had told
the Boss that it ‘was a dead cert’!  W e were set off in groups of 2
at 4 min intervals with Sig Brand starting at the back.  He
managed to claw his way past every gr oup, massively
encouraged on the way by everyone desperate to get a lie-in. He
completed the run in just over 53 mins but WO1(YofS(EW))
Jef ferson gave us the lie-in due to the sheer determination and
hard work Sig Brand put in for everyone.  This prompted one of
the PTIs to ask, “Why is it, all you lads in Maroon always try and
win?” Our reply was, “Because that’ s what we do best!”

We had 2 chefs kindly provided from 14 Sig Regt who exceeded
all expectations.  We were fed like kings every meal time which
was well needed and deserved after a hard day’s training.  Any
person put of f by the thought of running twice a day would be
pleasantly surprised if they attended Ex KESWICK RUNNER.  It
was hard work but also educational, r elaxed and most of all lots
of fun!

All of the runners from each of the dif ferent Units benefited from
each training session and lesson and are keen to take part again.
We would like to thank WO1(YofS(EW)) Jefferson for planning
the ex, WO2(QMSI) Oakes APTC for conducting the lessons, Cpl
Lynch for the well needed sports massage and the Chefs for
providing the fantastic food. 

If anybody requires any information regarding Ex KR, contact
WO1(YofS(EW)) Nicky Jef ferson on 95571 2841.   

EXERCISE KESWICK RUNNER 

Group Photo on Ex KESWICK RUNNER

Ex EXTREME SURF has been a massive success providing a
camp that has seen new sailors being br ought into the sport,
those that have been doing it for long r eally polished their skills
and those in the advanced fleets are now capable of challenging
the top flight acr oss the Joint Services.  A massive thank you
must go to Maj John Fradley for all his time, effort, blood, sweat
and tears that went in to or ganising the training camp – not an

easy task ensuring that 38 windsurfers from across the Army
were in the right place, at the right time with the right kit and had
received all of the funding available to them.  The Corps will be
running a camp in the first quarter of next year; if you ar e
interested in taking up windsurfing please get in touch: 

RoyalSignalsWindsurfing@armymail.mod.uk
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Branch notes .  We were sorry to hear of the sudden death in
January of David Warner , who was Hon Secretary of the
Shropshire Branch at the time.  John Abram has kindly offered
his services as the new Secretary.  Ray Williams has succeeded
Bob Peake as Secretary Poole Branch.  Bob has been elected
Vice Chairman of the Branch.  Ron Simmons has stood down
after serving as Secretary Sheffield Branch for the past 16 years.
Ms Gail Leach succeeds Ron in office.  Our thanks go to Bob
and Ron for all their good work for the branch and Corps.  Mrs
Caroline Addison is the new Secretary of the Dorset Branch.

Annual Reunion .  A reminder that this year’s reunion will be held
at Blandford over the weekend 19/20 June.  Instructions ar e on
the RSA website, but for those without the Inter net, a hard copy
can be obtained from Assn HQ.  We strongly urge that those
planning to attend, to get their car passes sent to them in
advance.  This will save lengthy queuing at the Camp entrance on
the Saturday morning.

Corps Memorial .  A DVD showing 22 of the Corps related
memorials at the National Memorial Arboretum is now available.
The DVD also includes shots of the Armed Forces Memorial, the
dedication of the Corps Memorial in May 2008 and a map of the
site.  Cost is £5.00 plus 50p each for p&p.  Cheques payable to
“PF & M Sowar d” to: Pat Sowar d, ‘Shipton’, The Hollow , Child
Okeford, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8EX.  All profits to be
shared between the Air Formation Signals Assn and the Royal
Signals Benevolent Fund.

New Life Members . The following members have been enrolled
since the last issue of The Wire:

Rank/Name Service Branch/unit

Sig Norris Keightley 1953-55
Cpl Anne Murphy 1987-96
LCpl Ian Millar 1975-86
WO1(RSM) Mick Y endell 1991-date11 Sig Regt
Cpl Ray MacLeod 1986-01
Cpl ‘Billy’ Baker 1986-10
Sig Stewart Blevins 1993-00
Sig Michael Clarke 1958-60 Colchester Branch
Cpl Jim McPhee 1963-73
Cpl Stephen Hope 1980-92
LCpl Ronald Bee 1960-62
LCpl Craig Coombs 1989-94
Sgt Sandy Acathan(Shor e) 1958-72
Sig Peter Williamson 1983-88

Sig Simon Rayner 1984-89
Sig Neil Singleton 1972-77
WO1 Stephen Br own 1986-10
SSgt Dave Gosney 1976-00 Poole Branch
WO1 Steven Mayell 1984-08
Sig Paul Gr eed 1976-87
Cpl Mary-Jo Robson 1990-date
LCpl Royston Edwar ds 1984-95
Sgt Paul Morgan 1978-91
LCpl Ian Hewer 1958-60
Sig Trevor Riley 1959-61
Sgt Stuart Br own 1969-93
SSgt Bruce W agstaf f 1981-05
Sig Ron Reeve 1942-46 Brighton Branch
Sgt Der ek Hannan 1972-83
Sgt Jim W almsley 1975-86
Sgt Paul Elgenia 1983-00
Cpl Dave Bartlett 1978-94
Sgt Nathan Hadley 1993-07
Sgt Margar et McMillan 1986-date N Ireland Branch
LCpl Noel McBride 1968-82 N Ireland Branch
Cpl Peter Hewitt 1957-59
Sig Mick Culverhouse 1953-55
Cpl Don Reynolds 1971-78
Sgt Geof f Taylor 1966-77
Cpl Steve Dixon 1978-94
SSgt Paul(Monty) Moor e 1979-03
Maj Dave Catchpole 1976-99
Cpl Pete Vowden 1976-85 Poole Branch
WO1 John Paterson 1980-04
Cpl Baz Stark 1978-00
LCpl Alex Hindle 1975-83
Cpl Steve Cook 1975-87
Sig Ian Steel 1980-88
Sig Victor Howson 1964-70 Sheffield Branch
Sgt Neil Howarth 1988-10
WO1 John Bathe 1969-92
Sig Leslie Quarmby 1952-55
Sgt Paul Donovan 1966-88
Sgt Neil Crane 1989-date
Sgt Robert(T aff) O’Connor 1987-10
LCpl David Cox 1956-59 Air Fmn Sigs Assn
SSgt Gareth Prydie 1994-10 52 Inf Bde Sig Sqn
SSgt Tony Cecil 1988-10
Sig Dean McGrath 1990-93
Sig Ian Lucas 1951-55
WO1 Chris Gr een 1985-10
LCpl Roy Cleaver 1950-52
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Cpl John Pratt 1949-52 Scarborough Branch
Sig Chris Parton 1985-94
LCpl Tom McDonald 1985-93
SSgt Jaf fa Martin 1983-07
LCpl Mike Custance 1958-60
Sgt Chris Benson 1987-01
Sgt Mar c Ebanks 1987-10 RSS
LCpl Mick Abbott 1954-56
LCpl Mike Richar dson 1969-74
Sig Eric Frith 1953-55
Col Phil Whitemor e 1969-95 Salisbury Branch
Cpl John Campbell 1963-73
Cpl David Ahmed 1986-95
Sig Der ek Wiseman 1961-70
WO2 Stephen Cooper 2003-date HQ ARRC
Cpl John Kavanagh 1956-65
Sig Stuart Hirst 1959-61   

members of the ATS who served alongside 
her in Royal Signals trades in WW2 £25.00
Jennifer Pinney in memory of 
Lt Col V ictor McNaught-Davis £10.00  

DONATIONS

Arthur Lennon £10.00
Kathleen Pilton in memory of
Lt Col V ictor McNaught-Davies £25.00
Mrs EM Thomas in memory of her husband 
Maj Norman Edgar Thomas £300.00
Mrs M L Britt £25.00
The Ten Tors Event 2010 from Abbey Charitable 
Trust £720.00
Mrs A Morris in memory of 
Lt Col Lionel V ictor McNaught-Davis £25.00
Ronald Lester in memory of his dear wife Pam £200.00
Edgar McCall in memory of 
H Stanley and B Chambers NI Branch RSA £20.00
A & P Aeron-Thomas in memory of 
Lt Col V ictor McNaught-Davis £100.00
‘The Wanderers’ Masonic Lodge in memory of
Sam Elliott £50.00
Reading Branch RSA in memory of 
George Hickmor e £15.00
Certa Cito Lodge £20.00
Donations totalling in memory of 
Maj John Hear d £405.00
Stewart May £3.00
Alan Lewis £21.00
Steve Cartwright £10.00
Donation in lieu of 50th birthday pr esent for 
John Bland £40.00
Vernan Thomas in memory of RC Wright RAF 
died Dec 1940 £10.00
Capt (Retd) Jim Esson in memory of 
Lt Col (Retd) Peter McNaughton OBE £25.00
East Kent Branch RSA £600.00
Lincoln Branch RSA £50.00
Bournemouth Branch in memory of 
Maj (Retd) JD Hear d £20.00
Jim Banks to mark his 75th birthday £75.00
Caroline Tibbits in memory of 
Lt Col Louis V ictor McNaught-Davis £20.00
Malta/Libya/Egypt Comd Assn in memory of
Dennis Cr oot and Peter Taylor £50.00
Huddersfield Branch RSA £100.00
John Fryett £15.00
Cheques in memory of
Col Herbert James Thompson OBE £495.00
Collection at the funeral of 
WO1 John Goldsworthy £100.00
Donations totalling in memory of
Lt Col Lionel V McNaught-Davis £90.00
James McNaught-Davis in memory of 
his father Lt Col Lionel V McNaught-Davis £20.00
Alison Schofield in memory of 
Junior Commander JC Knight and the 11,497 

ALDERSHOT BRANCH

Chairman Noel Moss
Secretary Mary Pagan

A flurry of branch activities in the last months of 2009 included a
guided tour of the Royal Opera House, our Autumn Lunch in
October and attendance at a Band Concert in Fleet in support of
the Gurkha Welfare Fund. 

The main meeting in November was a talk by Dr Mike Smith , a
retired consultant surgeon, on the controversial subject
“Cholesterol and Other Myths.”  Our members, who tur ned up in
some numbers to hear this, were no doubt hoping for some good
news and were not disappointed.  By means of a complex set of
graphs and other data, Dr Smith demonstrated that high
cholesterol is in fact necessary for the body’ s correct functioning
and the idea that it is responsible for heart attacks and str okes is
based on false statistics. Unsurprisingly this led to a lively Q&A
session.

In early December “Mercury”, our Branch Newsletter , contained
our complete pr ogramme of events for the year ahead.  Members
are now looking forwar d to the first of these, a visit to the Mill at
Sonning for dinner and a light hearted theatr e performance of “It’ s
Never Alright on the Night.” Other events in 2010 include visits to
Hever Castle and Penshurst Place in addition to our regular
features such as the Annual Quiz Night on 13 May.

The turn of the year has been saddened by the loss of 3 much
revered branch members. At the time of pr eparing these notes we
have just heard of the passing of Philip Akass who was
commissioned into the Corps but later transferr ed to REME.  He
was brother to Brig John Akass who died some years ago and
whom many will remember.  We also greatly miss the positive and
cheerful presence of Pat Larke , wife of John , who died after a
short illness in September.  Finally, we must record the loss of our
vice president, Jane Knight , who was well known thr oughout the
Association.  She had served for almost 20 years on our
committee and remained active right up until the end of her life.
We were joined by members of West London and Reading
Branches at Jane’s funeral in The Royal Garrison Church.  We
extend our condolences to the r elatives and friends of them all.   

Members gathering in the foyer of the Royal Opera House
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EAST KENT BRANCH

Chairman Trevor Allison
Secretary John Ballantyne

On 13 December, 79 members from various parts of the county
assembled at The Marine Hotel in Tankerton for a very good
Christmas lunch, complete with crackers, hats etc.  This was
followed by a very successful raf fle organised by Marian
Ballantyne .

Our January meeting, which should have been the AGM had to
be cancelled due to the inclement weather . 

Our belated AGM was held at The Grangemoor Hotel in
Maidstone on 7 February.  Sixty one members attended this.  We
were honoured to have Brig Ted Flint , Signal Officer in Chief and
his wife Gillian join us for this meeting, after which Brig Flint
addressed us on “The Corps Today” and answered questions.
Gillian was presented with a flower arrangement and Brig Flint a
branch tie.  This was followed by lunch and ended with Marian’ s
popular raffle.   

Gillian and Brig Flint with our President

LINCOLN BRANCH 

Chairman Mr Fr ed Patman                                            
Secretary Mr David Hambidge  

January 2010 has been a sad month for the branch.  First, we
learned of the deaths last year of 3 of our members who had not
attended meetings for some time; Jack Sergeant , Robert McV ey
and Tony Sunderland .  On 17 January John Rapley died
suddenly at home.  His funeral was held at Lincoln Cr ematorium
on 1 February and was attended by 10 Branch members as well
as representatives of the Beverley Ex-Boys Association.  On 27
January, Lt Col (Rtd) Peter McNaughton OBE sadly died.
Peter’ s funeral was held on Friday 12 February at Bretby in
Derbyshire. The branch was represented at the funeral by Maj
(Rtd) Derek Wood MBE; the funeral was also attended by
members of the 254 Association and members of Peter’ s local
RBL branch.  Although some who have passed on had not been
seen at Branch meetings for some time, their passing was felt
throughout the Branch.

On a lighter note, Maj (Rtd) Frank Philp has stood down fr om
the Branch Presidency after nearly 18 years.  Frank was one of
the founder members of the Branch in 1976 and has served the
Branch continuously since then in a variety of committee posts,
latterly as President.  He is succeeded as President by Maj (Rtd)
Derek Wood MBE .  At the AGM Frank was presented with a
Citation by Derek Wood marking his service to the Branch and
appointing him an Honorary Life President.

The presentation to Frank Philp by Derek Wood as he hands over
the Presidency of the Branch  

NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH 

Chairman Mr J Reilly
Hon Sec Capt I W olfe

APOLOGIES FROM THE BIM

Due to a sudden family bereavement in South Africa, the BIM
apologises for there being no insertion from Northern Ireland
Branch for the December edition of The Wire.

TA CUTBACKS

Dominating the headlines is the bad news of cutbacks in many
Royal Signals units across the UK. The host Regt for our monthly
meetings at Clonaver Park TA Centre is 40 (U) Sig Regt (V), which
is one of those affected by being r educed to a Sqn.  That will
soon become part of 32 Sig Regt in Scotland.  W e hope to
continue to use the Clonaver TA Centre for our monthly meetings
for some time to come.  Being optimistic, we may get some new
members from the Regt, as ex-members look for ways to keep in
touch with old pals in familiar surr oundings.

Our speaker in October 2009 was Mr Derek Nash talking about
“The Battle of Passchendaele.” This was an inspir ed talk based
on the experiences of the troops involved.  Copies of some of
their letters were read out to add poignancy .

Our speaker in November 2009 was the military historian George
Busby who gave a most interesting talk on the history and
purpose of Gilnahirk Radio Station.  During WW2 this radio
station was part of the Radio Security Service listening network
within the British Isles – the primary target was the German
Abwehr organisation.  It was a known fact that Germany was
hoping to establish a network of spies within the UK.  Keeping in
touch with Berlin would be established using radio sets.  
Listening for these illicit wir eless transmissions and assisting the
full time professionals at stations like Gilnahirk was a group of
radio amateurs, members of the Radio Society of Gr eat Britain
(RSGB) who had been quietly recruited as Voluntary Interceptors
or VIs for the duration of the war.  Once a radio transmission had
been intercepted, the content of the Morse Coded message, plus
frequency, date and time was recorded on a paper log sheet.
This information was then passed to a mysterious PO Box 25,
where every aspect of its interception became part of a
discrimination pr ocess.  The encrypted or coded message was
also sent to Bletchley Park in the hope that it could be br oken
and read in plain language.  Over time the VIs and full time radio
operators discovered the complete German Abwehr network,
which existed not only in Europe, but further afield in places like
Canada, the USA and South America.  There is too much to this
amazing wartime story to give a full account of George’ s talk in
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this article, but over time
our intelligence service
began to play a game of
cat and mouse with the
enemy and through
various ways and
means, we deceived
Hitler and the Germans
which gave us a
tremendous advantage
during various stages of
the war.  If the Radio
Security Service (RSS)
has one claim to fame, it
must be the success of
D Day.

The Christmas function
at Clonaver TAC was
especially successful this
year with a terrific quiz
and a raffle with lots of
prizes.  Suggestive
remarks were overheard as many prizes were won by committee
members!  Hon Sec, Capt Ian W olfe and wife Debbie , Hon
Treasurer won several between them, as did the Hon Chairman
Jim Reilly .  In fairness to each of them, they had bought mor e
tickets than anybody else!  There were plenty of other winners
who were less obvious. Debbie and Ian provided the buf fet later
which was a feast, enjoyed by all pr esent.

Before this submission goes to pr ess, we have the AGM to look
forward to on 17 February 2010.

As usual, we issue an invitation to all serving or ex-members of
Royal Signals, regular or TA and ex-members of ATS/WRAC who
served with Royal Signals, to join us at Clonaver Park TAC,
Belfast, on the third Wednesday of each month.  

Bob King, a former VI and full time
member of the Radio Security Service
was recruited at the age of just 16.  He
is one of only a handful of VIs still alive

to day

SWINDON BRANCH

President Lt Col (Retd) David Gent
Chairman Rod Ashman
Secretary Peter Howells

January 30th was the highlight of the year when we had our
annual dinner.  It was extra special this year because we had 2
special guests, WO1 Mark Morgan and his good wife Ceri .   
Mark is still a serving soldier and the Swindon Branch has made
Mark an honorary member of the Branch.  We met Mark when
he was stationed at Tidworth and the Branch was invited as
guests for a BBQ and a friendship was formed.    

WO1 Mark Morgan receiving a diploma from our Chairman Rod
Ashman

WEST LONDON BRANCH

We’ve begun 2010 on an unhappy note. Sadly we lost 2 of our
most loyal and longest serving members towar ds the end of last
year. Mrs Patricia (T rish) Stephenson , the wife of our treasurer,
John , lost her long and very brave fight against illness in
November. She was a good friend to us and we all miss her
kindness and company at our monthly meetings and all the other
events she used to attend. It’s just not the same without her .

Then as the year was about to end we heard the sad news that
Capt Jane Knight had passed away. Her funeral was held at
the Garrison Church in Aldershot and was attended by 10
members of the Branch. Jane had a long and distinguished
career throughout the war.  She had joined the ATS soon after its
formation and later transferred to the Signals and served in the
UK and Italy.

We also owe a debt of gratitude to our standar d bearer, Norman
Pearce, for his professionalism and efficiency at Jane’s funeral
and at all the other occasions when he parades.

So we carry on with our meetings on the last Friday of each
month at the Royal British Legion pr emises in Richmond upon
Thames. We are always happy to see new faces and will be
pleased to welcome any former Royal Signals personnel should
they find themselves in the area.

The writer has the considerable task of filling Capt Jane Knight’ s
shoes as The Wire correspondent and I do wish to clear up a
misunderstanding in the December issue. I am not a recent
addition to the Royal Hospital (yet!) but was intr oduced to Madge
Cole who had recently taken up residence there.

BEVERLEY EX-BOYS
ASSOCIATION

Chairman Mr Mick T eague
Branch Secretary Mr Tony Hull

Sadly we lost a number of members who passed away during the
winter months.  However, looking forward to summer, Beryl and
Tony Hull will once again be holding a BBQ in their gar den in
Bournemouth on Sunday, 18 July at 12.30 pm for 1 pm.  Any
members living within travelling distance would be most
welcome.  Please ring Tony on 01202-770261.

Our 2010 Reunion will be held on 24/25 September at the
Staverton Park Hotel, Daventry, Northamptonshire which is a De
Vere Hotel.  Reservations should be made with Georgina Porter
on 01327-302002.    

LAST POST

Name and Rank Served Years Died
Maj PC Akass 1938/48 16/01/2010
Sig K Bent 1985/91 14/10/2009
Maj JC Bradbury-Williams TD 1946/48 15/02/2010
Sig JD Bridge 1951/81 20/02/2010
Sgt MW Br oadbent 1950/60 23/11/2009
Sig JR Br oomfield 1945/48 25/01/2010
Sgt HAL Buxton 1948/69 26/01/2010
Sig RE Cains 1945/48 10/01/2010
Sig FJ Childs 1940/47 19/11/2009
Sig H Clarke 1955/57 16/11/2009
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Name and Rank Served Years Died
SSgt RF Coleman 1940/46 01/10/2009
Sgt LE Cooper 1941/45 04/08/2009
LCpl F Cr ompton 1939/46 24/10/2009
Maj L B H Custance-Baker 1936/58 27/12/2009
Cpl D Dickinson 1958/62 01/10/2009
Sgt JB Donaldson 1964/75 20/12/2009
Sig L Earl 1957/59 10/02/2010
Sgt AL Gambles 2003/05 21/11/2009
Drv RE Gibson 1951/62 24/11/2009
WO1 J Goldsworthy 1953/78 31/01/2010
Brig KD Gribbin OBE 1939/69 01/05/2009
Sig FG Hare 1939/46 21/02/2010
SSgt D Harriott 1943/67 05/12/2009
Sig W Hawkes 1936/46 ??/01/2010
SSgt EWH Huntley 1936/54 12/08/2009
Maj LCP Jaggar d 1942/76 18/02/2010
WO2 G Keeton 1952/77 23/01/2010
LCpl WA Law 1940/46 ??/??/2009
Sig JT Lloyd 1940/47 27/01/2010
SSgt PG Lori 1953/76 29/11/2009
Lt Col P McNaughton 1943/83 27/01/2010
Sig RN McV ey 1952/54 19/08/2009
Capt A W Medhurst 1946/48 01/11/2009
Cpl LJ Morris 1964/72 18/02/2010
Lt ARD Murray CBE 1940/44 17/10/2009
Maj JD Norfolk 1938/59 14/01/2010
Sig S Noyon 1954/58 12/01/2010
Sig RMC Prangnell 1972/73 25/11/2009
Sig R Proud 1950/60 17/01/2010
Sgt D Pudsey 1966/95 01/11/2009
Capt EA Ranger 1949/46 ??/12/2009
Sgt GJ Rapley 1953/75 17/01/2010
Sig DFJ Reason 1939/46 24/12/2009
Sgt SP Robinson 1942/47 08/02/2010
LCpl EA Rowe 1938/46 25/04/2009
Capt GOS Schr eiber 1939/48 ??/??/2009
Sig JH Sergeant 1939/45 ??/??/2009
Maj RG Shears BEM TD 1938/48 17/11/2009
Sig R Sowler 1942/47 14/08/2009
Cpl T Sutherland 1950/55 ??/??/2009
WO2 DG Turner 1942/?? ??/12/2009
Cpl W Unsworth 1950/74 21/02/2010
Sig D Walker 1941/46 06/02/2010
Sgt FJ White 1939/45 30/01/2010
Sgt AM Wilcox 1961/75 02/02/2010
Sgt JJ Wilkins 1940/46 01/02/2010
Sgt ME W right 1952/55 17/09/2009  

Magazine about 6 (Boys) Training Regiment and Michael and
Gillian were able to attend the 50th Anniversary of the forming of
the Regt.  From then on Michael and Gillian were staunch
supporters of the Beverley Ex-Boys Association, attending all the
Reunions and also get-togethers in Guernsey.  Michael’ s funeral
was held on 14 December 2009 and was attended by Mary and
John W ardle. John W ardle was on the permanent staf f of 6
(Boys’) Training Regiment. We extend our deepest sympathy to
Gillian and the family.   

OBITUARIES

BROADBENT – Michael W Br oadbent died on 23 November
2009. 

Michael was born in 1934 and joined the
Army in 1950 at the age of 16½ when
he went into 6 (Boys) Training
Regiment at Beverley.  He joined
men’s service in December 1951 and
was sent to Catterick.  He served
with 1 Air Support Signals Unit at
Lemgo and Bielefield before being 
sent to Malaya.  When he returned
to the UK he went to Bulfor d Camp
and was demobbed in 1960. 

He met his wife, Gillian , whilst he
was serving in the Post Office and
they went on to run a local Post Of fice
until they retired. They have 2
daughters, Maria and Kathryn , and two
granddaughters. In 2000, his brother, who
had also served in the Royal Signals, saw an advert in “Yours”

COLEMAN – Yeoman Anthony Leslie Coleman died on 5
January 2010. 

Tony Coleman was born on 14th
November 1932 in Twickenham.
Unfortunately his father died when
Tony was 2 years old. He has a half
brother and sister, Richar d, who
lives in Switzerland and Hilary , who
moved to Alderney 20 years ago
and who both attended the funeral. 

In 1949 at the age of 16, Tony
joined the Royal Corps of Signals
as a junior signaller moving to
Beverley in the East Riding of
Yorkshire in 1950.  Indeed it was
much later that he became a 
member of the Beverley Ex-Boys
Association which he enthusiastically
supported.  Boy’ s service was a very hard life
indeed, particularly at the age of 16, I have to say that most 16
year olds today can’ t even get out of bed let alone join the Army
but Tony persevered and the Army set his path for his futur e life. 

In 1951 he underwent training at the Signals training school
Catterick, after which he became a communication specialist, a
trade which he loved and he excelled in.  Tony had a long and
distinguished military car eer as a signaller, serving his country in
both peace and war, in the Far and Middle East and with NATO
forces in Europe; indeed he became a comms expert, in security
and long haul radio comms, rising to the warranted rank of
Yeoman of Signals.  Later he was seconded to the Sultan of
Oman Land forces where he was promoted to Capt. 

On retirement from the army he made another career with local
government, finally retiring to his home here in Bournemouth in
1995. 

Tony was a devoted and loyal family man, his lifelong partnership
with his wife Joan spanned 50 happy and productive years,
indeed during their long marriage they wer e blessed with a son,
Ian and grandchildren, Thomas , Billy and George . Tony married
Joan in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, while serving with Malay
Command Sig Sqn. They were married in 1956 in the Garrison
Church in Seremban Barracks. He devoted many years to nursing
Joan , who he tragically lost in 2006, after a long debilitating
illness. 

The funeral which was attended by between 50 and 60 people
was held at Boumemouth Cr ematorium on 19 January. The coffin
was draped with the 6(BTR) flag and a guard of honour was
formed by members of the Beverley Ex-Boys Association plus
other military friends. Lt Col (Retd) Alan Davies read the eulogy.

LEA – Capt Arthur Lea died 23 December 2009.

Arthur was born in 1923 and went from Tonbridge School to
Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge.  He joined the Royal
Signals in 1943 and was sent to 150 OCTU at Catterick.  After he
gained his commission, he was posted to 13 LoC Sigs in comd of
a Line Sect and served in Europe until the end of the war.

He was then posted to India and joined a draft sailing on the
Duchess of Richmond in January 1945.  After passing thr ough
Mhow, he was sent to GHQ India in New Delhi, where he took
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command of a high speed wir eless section in “Plot 30”.  He was
later transferred to Poona and Bangalore.  Arthur came home via
Deolali in the summer of 1947 and returned to Cambridge.  After
graduating, he took up a position as assistant editor of “Natur e”.
Later he moved to teach physics at Kings College School,
Wimbledon, and then to become a college lectur er.

He was an active and popular member of the Indian Signals
Association and met for lunch with fellow members of the
“Duchess of Richmond” draft until shortly befor e his death.  His
unfailing good humour will be sadly missed and our deepest
sympathy goes to his wife Mila and his daughters Monica and
Ursula .   

EMLEY – Col Derek Br ereton Emley OBE died 10 December
2009.

Derek Emley was born on 15 September
1921, the only son of Col MW Emley
OBE TD, who as a Territorial Army
Signals Officer had the distinction of
commanding the first TA Signallers
(GG Airline Section) to go to
Flanders in 1915.  His impeccable
military family background
extended to his grandfather who
was Col of 1st Newcastle
Volunteers, a Regt in the Royal
Engineer Sig Service.

Derek Emley was educated at
Lancing as a scholar and joined the
Army Class with a view to entering
Woolwich in September 1939.  However,
the cadet entry was discontinued that summer
and instead he presented himself at the London University
recruiting centre.  There he was told that his qualifications wer e
insufficient for consideration as a Signals Of ficer; but a letter
which he happened to be carrying fr om Brig Rawson – one time
Chief Signals Officer persuaded the Recruiting Staf f to make an
exception and in due course on 9 September1940 Sig Emley
reported to the Depot Bn at Catterick.

In August 1941, he was commissioned fr om 152 OCTU and
posted to 55th (West Lancs) Div Sigs in Sussex.  Active war
service began with 78th Div at Algiers in November 1942 and
took Emley through the North African and Italian campaigns and
the final withdrawal from Palestine in 1947, with the 1st Armd Div.

Selected for further education at. Cambridge University , he
entered Queens’ College in 1949 where he obtained a "Two One"
in the 1951 Mechanical Sciences Tripos Part I and the next year a
Pass with Distinction in Part II. This was followed by a tour as
Instructor at the School of Signals wher e his lectures on Line
Communication were frequently enlivened with thunderflashes
and other pyrotechnics.

On a second tour at the School, he was a member of the newly
created Planning Wing and was co author with Lt Col Norman
Porter of the 1970 Plan (Hobart) which gave rise to both the
Ptarmigan and Clansman ranges of equipment and he was
personally responsible for defining the Military Characteristics (the
precursors of Staff Requirements) of the latter.  This plan
stemmed directly from Derek Emley’ s sound engineering logic
and foresight.  The importance of this plan was r eflected in the
Corps’ history in The Vital Link : 
“Looking back at this time, it was a r eal moment of inspiration
and the decisive point at which the right or wr ong turning might
have been taken…….Emley concluded that the plan was the only
possible way to pr oceed”……

He always remained at heart a practical soldier and was
immensely proud of commanding 14 Sig Regt.  At that time 14
Sig Regt was responsible for the UK stations of the
Commonwealth Communications Army Network (COMCAN)
which provided long range wireless links to stations around the

world.  While commanding the r egiment between 1963 to 1966,
the Army's UK main Terminal Tape Relay Centre was converted
without br eak in service from manual operation by some 250
military,WRAC and civilian operators to full automation by STRAD
a large, valved, computer, built and installed by STC.  In 1966 the
Regt was granted the Freeedom of the City of Gloucester in
recognition of a long and happy association.  Y et he displayed
this soldierly pride with immense modesty and dismissed his
significant contribution “as only doing my job”.   This was not the
view of his seniors officers as he was awarded the OBE at the
end of this tour.  

The width of his experience at regimental duty was exceptional,
having served at various times in Gunner Regts, Bde, Div and
Corps Sigs; L of C, AA Comd and Air Formation Sigs; in
COMCAN and as Commandant of the RAC Signal School
Bovington.  He spent the last years of his service within the MOD
as Head of Signals 37, latterly OR 22, responsible inter alia for the
introduction into service of the Clansman family of combat net
radio with which he had earlier been so closely associated.

On retiring after 36 years' service, Emley immediately joined the
Marconi Company in Portsmouth and spent 10 years as an active
consultant travelling extensively round the world pr omoting the
company's military comms equipments, including the Clansman
VRC 353. This involved visiting 22 foreign countries in his first 3
years with the company, lecturing on 3 occasions in French.

Derek Emley was a keen athlete and a high hurdler of some
style, having been Sussex Junior Champion in 1940 and Norther n
Command Champion and Army finalist in 1954.  While in BAOR
he worked successfully to advance the status of the Morrison
Cup Athletics.  On, becoming athletically r etired he qualified as a
judge and on several occasions refereed the Army Inter Unit and
Individuals Competitions.  He was chairman of the Inter Service
Officers Milocarian Athletic Club fr om 1974 to 1975.

A Fellow of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, he was a clever
engineer with a sharp brain who was always fascinated by semi
mathematical puzzles and was the author of several of the Brain
Teasers published by the Sunday Times during the 1950s and
was someone who regularly completed The Times crossword
before breakfast.  

He married in 1948, Georgina (Gina) Lovelace and they had 2
sons and a daughter.  On his final retirement, they remained in
Dorset where he was able to indulge his pursuits of fly fishing and
playing the bagpipes but not at the same time.

After Gina’s death in 1996 he remarried to Una Thomson and
they continued to live in the thatched cottage in Mar nhull.  He
became one of the mainstays in Mar nhull village life.  As a man
Derek Emley was always a gregarious individual and generous
host, especially with his famous concoction of vodka and ginger
beer called the Emley Moscow Mule.  

Derek Emley died after a comparatively short illness.  He was
very open about it which made it very much easier for everyone
else to deal with. Typical of him!  In the event, his end came
much quicker than expected and one of his friends said that  “he
met his end with his usual stoicism and bravery – a r eflection of
the man”.  He never lost his mischievous, infectious and boyish
sense of humour.  He remained extremely proud of his Corps and
followed closely its performance in operational theatr es, knowing
that they were benefitting from the results of his endeavours to
give members of his Corps the right tools to do the job in hand.
The present Corps owes him a great deal.    

WOOLLARD – Maj Gen RP Woollar d AO died on 20 December
2009.

The Royal Australian Corps of Signals have advised that Maj Gen
RP Woollar d AO passed away on 20 December 2009 at
Canberra, Australia. Maj Gen W oollar d was revered within the
Australian Signals Corps as a loyal and dedicated Signaller to the
end. He succumbed to an aggr essive bout of cancer.
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During his considerable career in the Australian Defence Force,
Maj Gen W oollar d served in WW2, Korea/Japan and South
Vietnam. His service also took him to the United Kingdom first
to the School of Signals, Catterick and further postings and visits
associated with his senior appointments within the military
communications spher e. He served with the British
Commonwealth Sig Regt as 2IC in 1953 and was appointed Aide-
de-Camp to her Majesty the Queen 1972 – 1974.

Maj Gen W oollar d will be remembered as the ultimate
professional soldier, who was afforded great respect and
unwavering loyalty by all who served with him. He never
wavered in his support for his beloved Royal Australian Corps of
Signals’.   

KNIGHT – Capt (Junior Commander) Jane Knight A TS

Jane Knight , who died on 30
December 2009 aged 88, enlisted
in the Auxiliary Territorial Service
immediately its formation was
announced in September 1938 and
served with them throughout
WW2.  Her skills as a Pitman-
trained touch-typist wer e badly
needed and, after retraining as a
teleprinter operator, she was
attached to Royal Signals units,
thus beginning a life-long
association with the Corps.
Initially employed in small signal
centres, she attained the rank of
Cpl before gaining a commission
as a war substantive subaltern in October 1942.  She then took
on wider responsibilities in larger communication centr es and by
1944 was in London District. There she survived the direct hit by
a V1 Flying Bomb on the Guards Chapel in Wellington Barracks.
Following a posting to 8th Army in Italy , she served as one of the
first female Signalmasters in 11th Sig Regt (LofC).

At war’s end in 1946 she resigned her commission, but continued
in public service as a member of the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA) in Germany.  In this role
she travelled widely in former Axis-occupied countries, assisting
with the repatriation of refugees.  After 3 years she joined the
P&O Steam Navigation Company with whom she sailed the world
many times, working her way up to become the first female
assistant purser in the company.  After 12 years she left for a
career on dry land, serving first in the Women’s Voluntary Service
in Germany, then in the office of the Agent General for New South
Wales in London and finally in the property letting business.  In
later life she devoted great energy to the support of the Royal
Signals Association and the associations of other r egts she had
served with. 

Born at Woolwich on 10 November 1921, she arrived into a
military family – her father eventually serving 29 years with the
colours, initially in the Royal East Kent Regt, the Buffs.  Her
mother died when she was 9 but her father r emarried and Jane
enjoyed a loving relationship with both her father and step-
mother.  Christened Joan Constance Sandy , she was universally
known as Jane and after her marriage in 1969 became Jane
Knight . In her last years she added her maiden name to her
surname to become Knight Sandy .

Her very positive decision to sign up for the A TS in 1938 was a
life-changing moment for her and her experience of 8 years
service, including the war years, was never forgotten.
Undoubtedly the most traumatic event of her life was the
bombing of the Guards Chapel on Sunday 8 June 1944.  The
building was packed for mor ning service at 11.00am.  A few
minutes later the V1 struck killing 121 military and civilians and
seriously injuring 141.  Jane was posted as missing but was in
fact, injured, having been dug out of the rubble by the Guar ds
and taken home.  Her injuries were fortunately not severe and in
only a few months, she was on boar d a Cunarder converted as a

troopship, bound for Naples. She arrived in theatr e shortly after
the epic battle for Monte Cassino and the ruins of the monastery
made a lasting impression on her; she returned many times to lay
a wreath at the memorial.  Also at this time she came into contact
with Indian signallers of 8th Indian Div with whom she formed a
bond that was to last thr oughout her life.

As an Army child she became used to moving ar ound and this,
coupled perhaps with her voyage to Naples led her to a second
career in P&O, a period of her life she greatly enjoyed.  On one
memorable return voyage, the Australian cricket team were on
board and Jane got on famously with them. Her favourite seems
to have been Neil Harvey but she thought the captain, Richie
Benaud , a bit stand-of fish!  Back in the UK she went to watch
some of their matches and they r esponded by inviting her to an
excellent dinner in the team hotel in London.

Jane had a real affinity with all the Regts she came into contact
with.  At dinner nights in r ecent years Jane was noteworthy for
standing up for almost all the r egimental marches!  She also
threw herself wholeheartedly into the Associations of those Regts
including the ATS, WRAC, Royal Signals, Indian Signals and
several of the Regts of Foot Guards.  She certainly marched
proudly and smartly with their veterans down Whitehall on
Remembrance Sunday for many years right up until 2008.  She
was well known throughout the Royal Signals Association and
granted Honour Membership. In particular she supported the 3
branches local to her home: Aldershot, Reading and West
London.  She served on the committee of Aldershot Branch for
almost 20 years, latterly holding the appointment of V ice
President and regularly making the long journey from Maidenhead
for meetings.

Jane Knight was very much an individual from a hardy and
resolute generation who lived life to the full.  She was a unique
blend of humour, compassion and generosity but beneath these
softer qualities was a steel core of courage, toughness and
resilience.  Above all she was guided by her personal code of
service to monarch and country, and intense dedication and
loyalty to all of the organisations to which she belonged over the
years. Her distinctive figure and her spirit will be greatly missed at
Corps functions.  

The Standard Bearers salute at the funeral of Jane Knight

HEARD – Maj John Der ek Hear d died on 7 December 2009.

John Hear d was born in Kent on 31 July I928 and after leaving
school he joined Boys Training Company Royal Signals in 1943.
After training he was posted to I W ar Office Sig Regt and then to
3 GHQ Sig Regt in Egypt. On his return from this tour he married
his wife Dawn .  After further tours with 1 War Office Sig Regt and
BAOR he attended the first Sig Centre Supervisor course at
Blandford.

Further tours followed to Singapor e and Cyprus.  He was
commissioned as a Traffic Officer in October 1966.  After 2 further
tours in BAOR and postings to Thatcham and Old Sarum, he
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retired from active service in 1983 and continued to work at
Thatcham as an RO until 1993.  He continued his connection with
the Corps as Treasurer of the Bournemouth Branch of the Royal
Signals Association and as a volunteer at the Corps museum at
Blandford until his death at home on 7 December 2009.  His
funeral took place at the Bour nemouth Crematorium on 15
December 2009. 

Amongst the mour ners were 6 ex-members of Boys Training
Company who were with him in 1943 – 1946.  Our sympathy
goes out to Dawn , sons , Brian and Michael and his wife Karen
and Grandchildren Lydia and Richar d.  Donations in his memory
to Royal Signals Benevolent Fund.          

ROBINSON – Sgt Sydney Peter Robinson died 8 February
2010.
- by Sgt Langley REME

It is with a heavy heart that I wish to inform
members of your Corps of the passing
of Sgt Sydney Robinson .  Syd served
with the 8th Army from July 1942
until March 1947 beginning his
military career in North.Africa and
ending up in Whitehall Signals
having gone via Cairo, Salerno
and Monte Cassino. 

Syd was my sponsor when I joined
the Army in 1997 and I’ll miss his
stories, his anecdotes, his advice and
friendship.  He is the father of my best
friend and will be sorely missed by all his
family, his children, their children and his many
other friends.

Syd ran out of time on 8 February after suf fering a heart attack
earlier that week.  He was 86 years old.  

NOYON – Stephen Noyon died on 12 January 2010. 

Steve Noyon joined the Army at
Selby in May 1954 and was then
transferred to Beverley in August
1954 until 6 (Boys’) Training
Regiment was moved to Newton
Abbot in 1955.  He went to 1
Training Regt as a radio mechanic in
1956 until 1957 and was then
assigned to Eastern Region Tank
Regt at Crowborough, Sussex until
he was medically discharged in April
1958. 

He emigrated to Canada and
worked for 30 years at IBM as a
hardware specialist.  Steve was
treated for cancer and had been in
remission but sadly we heard from
him before Christmas that the cancer had returned.  His eldest
son, Andr ew, advised us that Steve had passed away on 12
January surrounded by his family, namely his wife, Beryl , and
children, Andr ew, Tina and Mark .  A Memorial Service is being
held on 6 February at Henderson’s Funeral Home in Abbotsford,
British Columbia, Canada.  We extend our sincere condolences to
Beryl and all the family.         

RAPLEY – Sgt Glenville John Rapley died 17 January 2010.

John Rapley joined 6 (Boys) Training
Regiment at Beverley in 1951.  In 1954
he was sent to Germany to 7 Armd
Div until 1956.  He then went to 18
Sig Regt in Singapore for 3 years.
From 1962 until 1964 he was
stationed at Fontainebleau, France,
and lived at Margival.  It was there
that he met Clif fe Coultish and
they worked at a French
Communication Centre which was
in one of the bunkers that had
been built by the Germans. 

In 1965 he spent a year in Borneo
and was then posted to BAOR
Herford until 1972.  He attained the rank
of Sgt and spent his remaining time at
Blandford until he left the Army in 1975.
John joined the Post Office as a postman and worked his way up
to the office, serving 20 years in all.

It was during the Blandfor d RSA Reunion weekend in 1999 that
he met up with Tony Hull and joined the Beverley Ex-Boys
Association.

John’ s funeral took place on 1 February and was attended by
members of the Lincoln RSA Branch with their flag.  Clif fe
Coultish and Jim Spr ott attended to represent BEBA and there
was a very good turnout.  We send our deepest sympathy to his
wife, Marjorie , and his son, Paul.

MACFARLANE – Lt Col (Retd) John A Macfarlane died 
18 November 2009.

Lt Col John Macfarlane died at
his home in Malvern on 18
November 2009.  His funeral
service took place in the Great
Malvern Priory on 1 December
and was attended by many of
his friends, colleagues and
family members.  A fitting and
moving tribute was paid to him
by Lt Col (Retd) T revor Wilson ,
late RAOC, a close friend
stretching back to John’ s
beginnings in the Army at
Welbeck College.  I too first met Big John in 1968 at Welbeck
College.  I make no apologies for referring to him as Big John
because he was exactly that.  He was a larger than life, funny,
honest and erudite man whose wicked sense of humour was
infectious to everyone around him. 

Having joined the Corps together and attended the same Q
course, our paths crossed on odd occasions until 1978 when we
both arrived in 1 Div HQ & Sig Regt in Verden.  In the mid 70s at
Shrivenham, John had met, fallen for and proposed to the lovely
Marcia .  So in September 1978 they were married and I had the
privilege to be their best man.

Mention must be made of John’ s sporting prowess.  He was a
low handicap golfer and he shone particularly at rugby .  He
played No8 for the Corps on many occasions and is r emembered
for his strong running and prolific conversion kicking.  His
rendition of “Who killed Cock Robin” is legendary in Rugby Clubs
all over Europe.  Staff College was followed by Staf f and
Regimental appointments after which John became the CO of 37
Sig Regt.  He was an obvious leader of men and his soldiers
loved him.  He cared for them like they were his own family.  He
continued this car e into retirement where he worked for QinetiQ
helping to ensure that Bowman was developed fit for service.

John was a first class officer and a loving and passionate family
man.  He will be greatly missed.  Our thoughts are very much
with Marcia , Joanna and Laura at this time.  

MCNAUGHT-DAVIS – Lt Col (Retd) V ictor McNaught-Davis
died 21 December 2009.

Lt Col V ictor McNaught-Davis was commissioned in July 1939
after passing out from the last ever full course at the RMA
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would print this letter and enclosed photograph in The Wire.  My
late husband, Alan Henry Flower , was in Maintenance Tp, 2
Sqn, 3 GHQ Sig Regt, MELF 17; Group 50-19.  He joined up for
National Service from 19/10/1950 – 27/9/1952, training at
Catterick as a Tele Mech.

On 1 October 1951, Clegg , Alan, Dizzy, Dave, Middy and Den
(Don) sailed on the SS Empire Test to Ismailia in the Suez Canal
Zone.  They all appear in the photograph.  He knew other
signalmen: Sig Tom Castry , LCpl Geof f Cox , Ordnance
Directorate, GHQ, MELF 17.   Alan moved from Tent 45 to share
Tent 28 with Tom, Syd from Canterbury, and Don from
Scunthorpe.  After discharge he served until 18 April 1956 with
the Phantom Sig Regt TA at 190 Hammersmith Rd, London W6. 

I would be very pleased to hear from any of the above or from the
2 ex-Kilburn Grammar lads who also played regimental cricket. 

Yours…   

Woolwich.  He did his Young Officer training at Aldershot and
then went to France briefly in 1940 as a Bde Signals Officer with
52nd Lowland Div, which was part of the short-lived second
expeditionary force under Gen Brooke.  After the return to
England the Div was one of the very few fully manned and
equipped formations left in the country and was pr omptly sent to
East Anglia to guard against the expected invasion by the
German forces.  A subsequent posting to Sierra Leone was cut
short by serious illness, but he recovered sufficiently to return to
France in early 1945 with the 43rd Wessex Div and remained with
them until the end of the War. 

After the war, Victor McNaught-Davis did 2 tours of the Canal
Zone in Egypt, and attended the 1948 course at the Staf f College
Camberley.  In April 1956 he was amongst the last of the British
troops to leave the Zone, and moved on to Cyprus as a staf f
officer with MELF.  Postings to Luneburg and Rheindahlen in
Germany were followed by 2 years in South Wales as an
instructor at the anti-air craft school near Tenby, and a short stint
at the School of Infantry in Warminster.  His final posting was to a
new position as GSO1 to the Live Oak planning group at NATO
HQ, South of Paris.  He retired from the Army in early 1965.

His first job in civilian life was with the Construction Industry
Training Board as an administrator.  Then in 1971 he obtained the
position of Bursar to the London School of Economics, wher e he
stayed until his final retirement in 1985.

In 1989 he played a major part in organising the commemoration
of the 50th Anniversary of the closure of the ‘Shop’.

Victor McNaught-Davis married Ann Findlay in July 1946 at St.
Gregory’s Church in  Cheltenham.  He is survived by his wife, a
daughter and 4 sons.  

LOST
COMMUNICA TIONS

From: Mark Br own [MarkGalactic@aol.com] 

Dear Sir,

I am trying to trace the following people with whom I served with
during my time in the Signals from 1983 – 2001:

SSgt John Fisher 28 Sig Regt and 280 Sig Sqn
Sgt Wood 3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt (Soest)

and any other members who know me when I served in: 

3 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt 1984 – 1987
30 Sig Regt in Blandford 1989 – 1992
Namibia UN duty
28 Sig Regt
280 Sig Sqn
14 Sig Regt Osnabruck/Haverfordwest
220 Sig Sqn Laarbruch
21 Sig Regt

Yours…   

From: Susan Flower
7 Cedar Close 
Market Rasen 
Lincolnshire 
LN8 38E 
Tel: 01673 849188 

Dear Sir, 

After a recent most interesting visit to the Signals Museum and at
the suggestion of Martin Skipworth, I would be grateful if you

Clegg, Alan, Dizzy, Middy and Den

From: Janni Skov (kennel@hesselballe.com)

My name is Janni and I’m living in
Denmark.  I would like to find the man in
this picture which was taken in 1984
when he was stationed in Germany.
His name is Robert (Robby ) and he
comes from Liverpool.

He gave me the picture when he was
on an exercise in Denmark and on the
back is a stamp which says – HQ 1st
Armoured Division BFPO 32.

I know it is 25 years ago, but if anyone
can help me I would be grateful.

Thank you…

MISCELLANEOUS
STORIES

From: Tony Morland [Tony.Morland@globalcrossing.com] 

A Hexham man who survived the horrors of forced labour in a
Japanese PoW camp and 2 shipwrecks, has died, just 6 months
short of his 100th birthday .
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Ossie Chipchase endured unspeakable conditions and brutal
beatings during his 3 years in Japanese hands.  However, he
came through, and went on to live a very full life.  Bor n and bred
in Newcastle, the son of Tom and Anna Chipchase , he was
educated at Rutherford College.  He left at the age of 16 to work
in a drapery warehouse and when the warehouse closed down in
the depression years of 1933, he started and later set up his own
drapery business at the age of 23.

Shortly before war broke out in 1939, he married Hexham lass
Dorothy , who was his wife and soulmate for 59 years.

Ossie’s harrowing wartime experiences began when he was
called up into the Royal Corps of Signals as a wir eless operator in
1941.  He was attached to an Anti Aircraft Sect which in
November that year set sail for Singapore, which was facing
imminent Japanese attack.  He arrived at this outpost of the
British Empire in January 1942 and was posted to a camp near
the Royal Naval Base before being transferred to the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders.

On Sunday, February 15 1942, Singapore was surrendered to the
Japanese Imperial Army, and Ossie was taken prisoner.  He was
then transferred to a school near the infamous Changi camp, and
was put to work building a r oad.  Then he was sent on a 5 day
train journey to Thailand, to work on the building of a railway line.
There was little in the way of food or clothes and he was for ced
to live and work in bare feet, wearing nothing more than a
loincloth. He was frequently beaten with bamboo canes by the
guards.

In an interview in 2005, he said: “For the first 18 months as a
prisoner, my wife Dorothy did not know wher e I was.  The
Japanese were not interested in Geneva Conventions and they
did as they liked. They did not send wor d that we were prisoners.
Eventually we received a card which had the pr e-written
messages ‘I am well’, ‘I am working for pay’ or ‘I am in hospital’.
We had to tick the corr ect box but wer e not allowed to write
anything.  Dorothy used to write every week but I didn’ t receive
the letters.  She even received the Widow’s Payment Form on the
basis that he was missing presumed dead.  

But Ossie was still very much alive and in June 1944 was taken
back to Singapor e to be transferred by ship to Japan.  He was
one of 1,200 prisoners on board a ship for 3 months – and was
very nearly killed by his own side.

The ship was bombed in Manila harbour in the Philippines by
American aircraft.  Around 750 prisoners were drowned, but
Ossie swam to the top of the hold and after a desperate struggle
removed the hatch cover and escaped just as the ship sank.

Together with 3 companions, Ossie used the hatch covers and
wooden panels to get to shor e – where he was recaptured by the
Japanese.  He was then put aboard another ship bound for
Japan, which again came under attack fr om the US Air Force.
The Japanese battened down the hatches – and of the 800 men
in the hold, 300 died of suf focation.  Ossie only just survived, and
was put on one of two ships bound for T aiwan.

One of the ships was sunk, with no survivors, but Ossie’s made it
to southern Japan, where he was put to work in a coal mine near
the Japanese city of Nagasaki.  Six months later Ossie witnessed
a huge glow in the sky – the second atomic bomb of the war had
been dropped on Nagasaki. The war was over, and the guards
fled.  A month later, the Americans arrived overland, and Ossie
was put on a hospital ship bound for San Francisco.  He then
travelled across the US and took ship to England.

On November 28, 1945, against all the odds, Ossie and Dorothy
were finally united on the pedestrian footbridge at Newcastle
Central Station.  Dorothy had kept the drapery business going,
and Ossie was soon back plying his trade ar ound the villages
and farmers of Northumberland.  The couple moved to Hexham
in 1946, and were happily married for 59 years until Dorothy’ s
death just over 6 years ago. They had no family.

Ossie retired in 1969, and took up an allotment in Eastgate.  He
and Dorothy enjoyed holidays and day trips to favourite
destinations such as the Lake District and Scotland.  Ossie was
still driving a car well into his 90s, and was an active member of
Hexham Beacon Club for retired men. He lived on Elvaston Road,
but spent the last few years happily at the Car ntyne rest home in
Hexham.  Just last year, he was a guest of honour at Hexham’s
Remembrance Day celebrations.

Yours…   

From: Chris & Caroline Hayles [crhayles@btinternet.com] 
8 Arthur Road
Eastleigh
Hants
SO50 4FU
Tel 07706069074

Hi everyone,

Just to let you know I have made up a booklet of poetry written
by soldiers, veterans, their wives and families about soldiering,
which covers the time line fr om WW2 to Afghanistan. There are
around 50 poems and a local printer is in the middle of doing 500
copies and then if needed another 500 completely fr ee of charge.

The booklets will be available for a donation of ar ound £5 each
but in exceptional cir cumstances, I will accept £3.50, plus 50
pence post and package. The date for r elease will probably be
the 1st of March.  I hope to set up a bank account especially for
this and I will forward the account details when I get them.  

All money raised will be divided equally between Afghan Her oes
and BLESMA (British Limbless Ex-Servicemen’s Association)

My service life started of f as a Commcen Operator in May 1964
posted to 257 Sig Sqn in Dortmund for trade training.  I then
moved on to 16 Sig Regt in Krefeld where I worked in the
Commcen then in the QM(Gen) dept until 1968 when I changed
trades to a Lineman at 24 Sig Regt at Catterick.  At the end of the
course I was sent to 4 Div HQ & Sig Regt at Herford in Germany
from 1969 to 1971 and from there I went to Airfield Tp, 261 Sig
Sqn at RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus where we maintained all the
phones on the airbase. I then became the Tp clerk until my
discharge in 1973.

In Civvy Street I found that keeping a steady job was har d so did
various work including, sales assistant in TV and White goods,
milkman, delivery driver up until I paid for an HGV1 licence and
did a run from Southampton to Reggio de Calabria in Souther n
Italy every week until diagnosed with heart pr oblems and had to
hand my HGV licence in.  Later I had a triple heart bypass and 2
years ago diagnosed with Diabetes and had to have my left leg
amputated above the knee.  Now 65 years old in August, I can
“of ficially” retire!!

Above is the address to obtain the booklets fr om.

Yours…   

From: Mr Emanuel T ometzki
[bob@etometzki.freeserve.co.uk]
11, Southey Close
Enderby
Leicestershire
LE 19 4 QZ

RADIO AT STADIUM CAMP, CATTERICK – GERMAN
PRISONER OF WAR CAMP 1944

I am a fully licensed Radio Amateur holding the Call sign G0TIZ
and enjoy the hobby very much but it was in 1944 as a Prisoner
of War (PoW) at Stadium Camp, Catterick where I first came in
contact with radio technology .  I was introduced to it ther e by
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Luftwaffe radio operators.  We held clandestine classes in radio
theory – I still have some of my notes – and also managed to
build ‘Cats whiskers’ Crystal Detector Sets using br oken pieces
of coke for crystals but we also managed to build One V alve
Reaction Receivers. 

This was possible because some of us were employed in cutting
the garrison lawns and hedges and collecting rubbish and r efuse
to take to the incinerator .  This was in the Signals Barracks of the
Garrison and obviously there was a lot of waste from the radio
workshops.  We gave it a good ‘sort’ for anything useful like wir e,
resistors, condensers (capacitors), valves etc before it was
burned.  There were also old HT/LT batteries, where some of the
elements were still charged –  the LT we tested it with the tongue.
All the parts were smuggled into the PoW camp!  Built radio sets

were then hidden in the wall lining of the Nissen Huts and aerials
were very fine transformer wire you could hardly see.
Headphones, although I am sorry to say it now , were pinched
from Red Telephone Boxes. 

We had a lot of fun playing cat and mouse with the guar ds and
were very pleased when we managed to tune into a station for
news, which happened on most sessions.  I did not r eturn to
Germany on my release from PoW status.  I settled here and after
my initial compulsory 2 years working in agricultur e, I studied and
qualified in General and Psychiatric Nursing in Leicestershire and
spent 40 years in the NHS.  I am married and have 5 sons, now
all highly qualified professionals with families of their own. 

Yours…  

ARTICLES CARRIED OVER

EXERCISE TIGER TRAIL 09

- by Sgt Mason

Ex TIGER TRAILwas a 3 week long expedition to Nepal with the
aim of conducting a 10 day tr ek, ½ day white water rafting, 2 day
safari and 1 day cultural visit in the country’ s capital, Kathmandu
over the period of 5 to 26 November 09.

The adventure began at 1400hrs on a sunny Thursday afternoon
when all 11 willing volunteers met to jump on the bus taking us to
Heathrow airport.  It was a long jour ney to Nepal.  Our flight out
took of f about 2030hrs and landed in Doha about 0630hrs the
next day, where we spent a good couple of hours waiting for our
next flight.  We eventually left Doha about 1030hrs and arrived in
Kathmandu at 1700hrs.  I think we were all very pleased to get
there as many of us thought that the plane might struggle to take
off as WO2 Jim Mathieson’ s bag was a little on the heavy side.

All the team were very tired by this stage but with all the
excitement of arriving in Kathmandu, a strange and certainly very
different environment than most of us ar e used to, we kept
soldiering on.  It was hectic when leaving the airport and certainly
an eye opener while travelling to the hotel through the busy
streets with all the hustle and bustle, smog and constant hor n
blowing. Once we had booked in to the hotel, a good shower and
change was paramount befor e we all ventured out together for
some local cuisine which was when we wer e first introduced to
the Nepalese food, ‘mo mos’ which most thought very tasty .
Obviously a couple of drinks in one of the local bars wer e next on
the agenda before having a relatively early night to catch up on
some sleep.

On Saturday morning we were all up bright and early for
breakfast, which was certainly not what most of us wer e
expecting but it was very nice. While 4 members of the team
were involved in the Queen’s Gurkha Signals 60th Reunion, the
rest of us led by Capt Raj Shr estha, the OIC, went for a small
tour and look at Kathmandu.  The bigger members of the team,
including myself soon found that travelling ar ound in a taxi was
emotional due to the very small cars. That night once we had all
regrouped, we all went for a meal and then to the Banging Budha
for some drinks and listened to a live band, giving them plenty of
applause.  They were fantastic and enjoyed by all but mainly by
Lt Col Frank Riley who danced in his chair all night and didn’ t
stop smiling.  

The next day after a good breakfast we were all ready for our
long 6 hr journey to Pokhara – well all except for LCpl Carry Ann
Murray , who decided she fancied having a sleep in and was very
embarrassed and apologetic later.  Half way to our destination we

all stopped of in a local, what you might call r estaurant for some
local food which was enjoyed by most.  I think this was the first
time that some of us had witnessed the local toilets in Nepal
which were certainly not what we are used to.  On arrival at our
hotel in Pokhara, it was time for some personal admin and a
good look around all the shops.  Pokhara was a very nice place,
not as busy and intense as Kathmandu.  That after noon Capt
Brian Jef fery and myself decided it would be a good idea to
have a full body massage in a dodgy little r oom.  Afterwards, I for
one felt like I’d been beaten up.  At one point he was seen to be
stood balancing on a chair with all his body weight and elbow
dug into my back.  During our meal that night we wer e treated to
some traditional Nepali dancing which pr oved to be fascinating.  

It was now Monday 9 November and a 2 hr bus ride to wher e we
were going to be starting our tr ek at Nayapul awaited.  Obviously
a good hearty breakfast was had by all in preparation for the long
walk, well everyone except for myself as I had a ‘dickey tummy’
and was really not feeling too well.  Initially I think we all set of on
our trek too fast, probably my fault as I was at the fr ont looking
for the next toilet.  We all soon came to realise that Capt Monty
Farrow was also suffering from the same upset as me, so as you
can imagine it was hard work for us both. While the r est of the
team relaxed after tea on the first day of our tr ek, we were
straight to bed.

Our first day had taken us to a village called Ghandruk (Gurung
village) at 1940m where we all witnessed some breathtaking
views. The following day we were all to walk a very hard route
down hill, very uneven under foot and sor e on the joints followed
by a very steep and never ending climb to a village called
Chomrong at a height of 2170m.  Capt Farr ow and myself were
not looking forwar d to this route as we were both still quite ill and
it was going to be a very hot and sunny day .  The rest of the team
set off about 0830hrs followed by us pair – ‘the two sickies’
about 1300hrs as we needed more rest up time to try and
recover.  We were a little concerned because if we didn’ t manage
to set off that day to catch up, then we might not r each Base
Camp, so the decision was made to soldier on but due to lack of
food in our bellies while the team arrived in Chomr ong mid
afternoon, we did not arrive until after dark about 1800hrs.  W e
were reunited with the team and happy to be ther e but it had
been a real hard battle getting ther e.  Many team members felt it
hard on their feet that day especially LCpl Murray whose feet
were starting to blister.  

Once we had taped her feet up, the next day’ s climb was from
Chomrong to Bamboo and was a climb to 2300m which was only
a 130m climb in altitude, but the r oute taken started with a down
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hill that seemed to last for a lifetime and so inevitably we knew
that we were going to have a good steep climb up again.  During
our trek that day, at one of our rest stops, Sgt Pramod Gurung
spotted a famous Gurung TV star who we all asked to have a
picture taken with and Sgt Pramod Gurung swiftly obtained her
autograph. Capt Farr ow and I were back on our feet and
fighting fit during the tr ek to Bamboo but our leader Capt Raj
Shrestha was starting to suf fer from wind now.  That night after a
good meal, we all relaxed and played cards and a game called
‘pass the pigs’ which certainly kept us entertained for a few hours
and left Lt Col Mark Eaton distressed at not even winning a
single game. 

Before we all left for our next destination to a village named
Deurali, we were treated to an altitude sickness brief by our
JSMEL, Capt Brian Jef fery .  This was all about drowning from
the inside out, which was very inter esting and quite scary.  The
next leg of our journey was to take us via the village of Dobhan
and Himalaya before arriving in Deurali at a height of 3200m.  The
route consisted of a gradual climb but once leaving Dobhan, the
weather got noticeably colder and after the Himalaya r est point
we all thought that we’d be getting wet.  On arrival at our
destination, it became appar ent that there were no showers.  The
only option was to pay for a bucket of hot water , which most of
us went for before having a good meal and early night.  Early
nights were a very popular past time by most out on the tr ek
especially enjoyed by WO2 Mathieson , the amazing sleeping and
eating man.  Five of the team including myself wer e very cosy this
one night as we slept in a 5 man room literally shoulder to
shoulder.

Friday was a nice easy day as it was decided that we would alter
the itinerary slightly due to the weather situation being not too
great and just walked to Machhapuchhr e Base Camp rather than
all the way to Annapurna Base Camp.  It was a 3 hr walk up to
3700m and on arrival at the camp we had some lunch.  That
night was spent playing car ds and chatting to other tr ekkers from
all over the world, before having an early night as we were all
aware of the big day ahead. Looking up at the sky that night, we
had never seen as many stars.

Today was the day. We were all up nice and early and left camp
about 0700hrs.  It was decided that we would all have br eakfast
once we had arrived safely at Annapurna Base Camp at the
height of 4130m.  It was a great feeling getting to the finish line.
As you can imagine lots of photos wer e taken with lots of happy
faces.  Talking about photographs, we all soon r ealised that we
had a couple of team members that could qualify to work for
Kayes catalogue modelling, not naming them but Maj James
Boag , SSgt Ashok Gurung and Sgt Pramod Gurung were quite
photogenic and if you wer e entering Capt Raj Shr estha’ s air
space while he was having a photo taken, you wer e risking pain
of death.  We stayed at Annapurna Base Camp until about
1030hrs enjoying the views and then headed back down the
mountain on the start of a very long jour ney all the way back
down to Bamboo.  Luckily it was mostly down hill so we moved a

lot faster and managed to get ther e just as it was getting dark
about 1730hrs.  Everyone voted on a curry night for tea and was
ready for it due to the long walk.  After tea Lt Col Frank Riley
was straight to his bed as he was full of cold and found it very
hard to breathe all day.  This was also the first night I think that
WO2 Mathieson had a warm shower as he seemed to be
comfortable to having cold showers during the pr evious stops
and we also witnessed him jogging on the spot on his socks in a
cold bowl of water doing his washing, may be some sort of new
ritual dance!

I think it would be fair to say that we wer e all looking forward to
completing our tr ek as we all had a great incentive just 20 mins
walk from our next stop in Jhinudanda – the hot springs! Firstly
though, we were all aware that we’d have to climb the dr eaded
2900 steps back up to the village of Chomr ong before our decent
down in to Jhinudanda.  The team was let loose at the start of the
climb and most of us shot of f to raise the heart rate a little for a
bit of fitness which actually tur ned out to be a race to the top.
Most were buzzing after that, looking forwar d to the down hill and
then to the springs.  After some lunch, of f we went.  On arrival,
we all had a cup of tea and then it was straight down to the
springs to do some washing and jump in the hot baths, morale
couldn’ t be any higher.  That night we were treated to some local
Nepalese dancing by the local villagers and none of us had
anywhere to hide as we all were invited up to dance at some
stage of the night, WO2 Mathieson leading the way like a true
infantryman.  That night we were all witness to the newly named
Maj Boag’ s dancing, which was a sight to be seen and very
nearly lethal to Lt Col Eaton’ s health, as he had to take cover.  A
great night was had by all.

The next day’s walk was along to Landruk and then to a place
called Tolka at about 1700m.  It was quite an easy day’ s walk
except for both the climbs up to Landruk and T olka, which were
quite steep and especially hard work for Lt Col Riley who was
still feeling under the weather and LCpl Murray whose little toe
looked like it required to be amputated.  WO2 Mathieson came
to her aid, patched her up and soon got her back on the r oad
after borrowing Capt Shr estha’ s brand new trainers.  After tea
that night, apple pie seemed to be on the agenda and enjoyed by
all who dared to order it!

By Tuesday 17 November, we were nearing the end of the
trekking phase. The walk that day took us to a place called
Dhampus after a very steep climb, no change ther e, via a village
called Pothana.  We had a good long stop in Pothana and
enjoyed the views of the valleys below and the hawks flying
above. That night a special curry lunch was or ganised for us all,
as it was the last night of our tr ek and everyone was introduced
to what’s called mustang cof fee – which I believe even our
Gurkha colleagues in the team weren’t too keen on.

The final leg of our trek lasted only a couple of hours, all downhill
to our final destination, a place called Phedi.  While waiting for
our transport to take us back to the hotel, everyone sat and
reminisced, took photos and had cups of tea.  Once back at the
hotel it was time for a bit of admin and then straight out for some

Celebration on reaching the Annapurna Base Camp

Relaxing in the hot springs at Jhinudanda
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western food for a change.  Once we wer e all full to the brim, it
was then our free time to relax and recover from our long trek and
for many of us to contact home to let our families know of our
safe return. 

The next day was deemed as an explore day of Pokhara so many
of us spent the day doing exactly that and shopping for pr esents
for family back home.  Four of the braver members of the team,
Lt Col Riley , Lt Col Eaton , Capt Farr ow and I, decided to pay
and give paragliding a try. Lt Col Riley , having been up in a
paraglider before, was happy to feed us with plenty of horr or
stories while on our terrifying trip up the mountain, befor e we had
even jumped off.  Although Lt Col Eaton was very aware of his
air sickness, he was still ready to give it a go and led fr om the
front, being the first one to jump into the unknown, while at the
same time, Capt Farr ows’ canopy was caught behind a
makeshift toilet and the camera man Lt Col Riley was filming our
exploits.

The following morning we all went to a presentation to learn of
the Gurkha Welfare scheme of which was very informative and an
eye opener for many of us.  We then had a walk around the
Gurkha Selection Centre and observed the route where the
famous Doku race takes place as part of the selection pr ocess.
Capt Shr estha , SSgt(FofS) Ashok Gurung and Sgt Pramod
Gurung as serving British Army Gurkhas understandably must
have had mixed feelings revisiting this place.  From here we then
took a trip to the Gurkha Museum and the Gurka local ar ea
welfare building in Pokhara.  It was a full-packed busy day with a
lot to take in, so it was then a unanimous decision to go for some
posh grub in the Fishtail Restaurant on a nearby little island.  We
had to get a raft to the r estaurant which was quite entertaining
when Capt Shr estha , with his muscle bound body nearly tipped
us all in the lake.

The next day was started with a
very long and uncomfortable 5 hr
journey which took us bouncing all
the way to Chitwan National Park
for the safari phase.  After the
welcome brief and lunch we
ventured out on our first trip, a tour
of the local village on a cart pulled
by an ox.  From there we also went
to the local museum and then
down by the river to watch the sun
go down.  The following day we
were up early and all boarded a
rather unstable log canoe prior to
paddling downstr eam looking for
crocodiles.  This was followed by a
jungle walk that finished at an
elephant sanctuary where there
were lots of photos taken as you
can imagine and lots of interaction
with the elephants.  The team then
went back to the hotel for some cups of tea and then back out to
the river to see the elephants again and get wet with them during
their bath time and this was all befor e lunch.  After our lunch and

a good couple of hours r est, we all went out for an elephant ride
in the jungle to see what we could find and to our surprise
eventually came across a rhino.  This was definitely one of the
best parts of the expedition. That night we wer e invited to watch
some local cultural dancing which was surprisingly very dif ferent
to the dancing we’d seen to date in Nepal.

It was another early start Monday mor ning as we travelled to a
place called Charaudi to start the white water rafting phase which
I think everyone was looking forward to and even better, the sun
came out just as we were preparing our boats.  We set off in 2
separate boats, travelled about 18km down river and got
understandably very wet and all of us, due to a loss of marbles I
think threw ourselves in to the river to test the water temperatur e.
Everyone loved it and finished with big smiles.  After having a
good lunch it was back in the bus for another long bumpy and
noisy ride all the way back to our original hotel in Kathmandu and
all went down town for a pizza and a night out on the town.

Our last full day was spent touring Kathmandu and we had our
own guide.  First going to the traditional heart of the old town, a
place where all the city’s kings were once crowned and then back
out through the famous rush hour traf fic, we travelled to
Pashupatinath, Nepal’s most important Hindu temple.  Her e we
watched the pr ocess of people being cr emated after death by
their own families on the riverbanks of the Bagmati befor e the
ashes were thrown in to the same river.  This was an eye opener
for most of us.  Our thir d and final destination was to the gr eat
Buddhist Temple of Swayambhunath, known af fectionately as the
Monkey Temple.  The place was filled with hundr eds and
hundreds of monkeys and had a great view of Kathmandu. Later
that night, as it was our last night and also WO2 Mathieson’ s
40th birthday, rounding it up a couple of years I may add, we
went for a traditional Nepalese meal, drinks and watched some

traditional Nepalese dancing.  A
brilliant end to a great night was
WO2 Mathieson’ s birthday cake
along with the thanks and
appreciation shown to the
organisers and each other for
making this expedition happen,
especially Capt Shr estha , Capt
Farrow , SSgt Ashok Gurung , Sgt
Pramod Gurung and not forgetting
the local trekking company for the
smooth running and outstanding
time had by all. 

The last day was a very long 26 hr
trip home via Doha airport again
where we spent a good 6 hrs wait
between flights.  Everyone had had
an outstanding time but wer e really
looking forward now to getting
back home and seeing our families
and all arrived back in Blandford

Camp early the next day, feeling very tired but safely home in one
piece. This was the adventure of a lifetime and hopefully the
expedition might be r epeated next year.    

Bath time with the elephants

NEPAL SIGNAL TROOP

THE REAL 3rd KATHMANDU MARA THON 
- by Cpl Bhesraj Chemjong

The biggest marathon in the history of Nepal – The Real 3rd
Kathmandu International Marathon 2009 was held on Saturday 12
September 2009 in Kathmandu.  Recognized by the Nepal
Olympic Committee and the Nepal Amateur Athletic Association,
promoted by NTB in respect of the Nepal Tourism Year 2011 and
sponsored by Real Juice Dabur Nepal, the event consisted of 5
categories.   It included full and half marathons for men and
women and a 5km run for schoolchildr en and adults and included

a 3km wheelchair race.  The marathon started and ended in the
Dashrath Stadium, with a route following Teku, Solti Mode,
Kalanki, Balkhu, Sat Dobato, Lagankhel, Jawalakhel, Pulchok,
Thapathali, Singa Darbar, Putali Sadak, Hattisar, Kantipath, Jamal,
Darbar Marg, Ghanta Ghar, Bhadra Kali, Sahid Gate and
Tripureswor.  One full lap of the circuit was 21.5 km, i.e. the half
marathon and 2 full laps of the cir cuit covered the full marathon
distance of 42km. 

The marathon which was organized at a cost of mor e than 8
million rupees involved more than 2,000 national and international
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participants.  The Nepal Army stole the show in the 3r d occasion
of the Kathmandu full and half marathons.  Arjunkumar Basnet
of the Nepal Army left behind last year’s winner to win gold in the
marathon, finishing in 2 hrs 25mins 36 secs and won US$5,000.
Kanchimaya Koju proved she is still the queen of distance
running, winning the gold in the women’ s category.  She
completed the marathon in 3hrs 5mins 43secs; this was an
impressive performance following her 2 year ban for disappearing
in Japan.  She took home US$3,000 along with the gold medal.
In the men’s half marathon, Letarsingh Khatri of the Nepal Army
took the centr e stage clocking 1hr 11mins and won NCR 25,000
along with the gold while Brinda Shr estha of the Armed Police
Force (APF) won gold in the women’s half marathon in a time of
1hr 31mins 51secs.

The following serving personnel from BGN participated on the
event and their timings are annotated against their names:

Maj KC Thorpe RAO BGN – 3hrs 55mins, 1st Full Marathon
Capt Surje Gurung OC NST – 1hr 56mins, 2nd half Marathon
WO2 Bishan Rai RAWO BGK – 5hrs 17mins, 1st Full Marathon
SSgt Prabin Thapa Tp SSgt NST – 1hr 54mins, 1st half 
Marathon
CSgt Baburam Gurung CQMS BGK – 1hr 53mins, 1st half 
Marathon
SSgt SR Lewis FSA BGK – 4hrs 17mins, 1st Full Marathon
Cpl Uttambahadur Rai ACQMS BGK – 1hr 49mins, 1st half
Marathon
Cpl Badri Rai Assistant MC BGK – 1hr 45mins, 2nd half
Marathon
Cpl Ramesh Rai COMMCEN Supervisor BGK – 1hr 59mins, 1st
half Marathon
Cpl Mekman T amang Crypto Accountant BGN – 4hrs 56mins,
1st Full Marathon
Cpl Bhesraj Chemjong COMMCEN BGK – 4hrs 56mins, 1st Full
Marathon
Cpl Dineshbahadur Thapa COMMCEN BGK – 1hr 55mins, 1st
half Marathon
Cpl Phambahadur Pun CIS Helpdesk NST – 2hrs, 1st half
Marathon
Padre J Jamison – 5hrs 5mins, 1st Full Marathon

A top class effort from the afore-mentioned individuals and OC
NST thanks all them for completing the event successfully .  Last
year 7 personnel represented BGN and this year, there were 14
individuals, which is indeed a significant achievement and
hopefully, this will encourage more serving personnel to
participate in the 4th Kathmandu Marathon next year .  Finally,
special thanks to Cpl Mekman T amang QG SIGNALS for
arranging the admin requirements and Cpl Badri Rai QOGLR for
providing a delicious meal in the camp after the event.

EXERCISE KHUMBU CHALLENGE 2009 – AN INSIGHT 

- by Capt Surje Gurung

Project FORTITUDE is an initiative to facilitate further and
enduring rehabilitation opportunities for those Marines, Sailors
and Soldiers injured on ops who suf fer visible wounds and those
who bear less visible wounds of psychological injury .  The aim is
to enhance the support to individuals and their dependants
during the rehabilitation phase from point of injury until r e-
integration within the RM/RN or integration into civilian
employment, care or retirement.  The cornerstones are
Opportunity, Challenge, Focus and Belonging.

Ex KHUMBU CHALLENGE 2009 (KC09) was an ambitious
enterprise to the Nepalese Himalayas involving 5 teams of
differing experience and mobility drawn fr om all ranks of the
Royal Navy (RN) and Royal Marines (RM) totaling 88 personnel
during the post-monsoon season, September/October 2009.  The
aims of KC09 were to provide a challenging adventurous training
(AT) Level 3 Expedition incorporating a range of Level 4 AT
courses and the opportunity to gain Gr eater Ranges
mountaineering logbook experience.  It not only included the
rehabilitation process for injured war veterans from the RM, it also
developed and promoted mountaineering in the RN/RM thr ough
the High Altitude Development Team.  The Royal Patron of KC09
is Prince Harry and the Military Patron is Vice Admiral RJ
Ibbotson CB DSC , Deputy C-in-C Fleet.  

The 5 objectives were Ama Dablam, Lobuche East, Pokalde,
Island Peak and Everest Base Camp.  Places were allocated to
individuals injured in recent conflicts, giving an opportunity and
challenge to enhance their current rehabilitation and bring them
back into a military environment to give a sense of focus and
belonging.  Nine experienced climbers completed a testing tr ek
and acclimatization phase in the Khumbu r egion with ascents of
Gokyo Ri, crossing the Cho La Pass, ascent of Lobuche East
before climbing the summit of Ama Dablam 6954m over a period
of 5 weeks departing on 22 September 2009.  A High Altitude
Development Team, of 15 less experienced climbers, tr ekked in
the Khumbu region and undertook an ascent of Island Peak
6189m, Pokalde 5794m and Lobuche 6090m over a period of 4
weeks departing on 3 October 2009.  Then 3 teams consisting of
20 trekkers each undertook the famous and testing tr ek to
Everest Base Camp, 5600m, over the Cho La Pass 5300m and
included an ascent of Kala Pattar, known for its amazing views of
Mount Everest, over a period of 3 weeks each, with the first
departing on 2 October 2009.

KC09 came to an end a few days ago and all personnel returned
to the United Kingdom on 29 October 2009.  Their futur e projects
include Ex MOROCCAN PINNACLE 10 (MP10 Atlas Mountains) in
2010, Ex UNIFIED GLOBE 11 (UG11 Mount Blanc/Mount
Whitney) in 2011,  Ex AFRICAN SUMMITS 12 (AS12
Kilimanjaro/Mount Kenya) in 2012 and Ex MAORI WALKABOUT
13 (MW13 Mount Cook, New Zealand) in 2013.  The rationale
behind this and futur e expeditions is to challenge both 
physically and mentally the norms of young serving personnel
who have been injured, or are suffering for service related
reasons.  

British Gurkhas Nepal was requested to provide support in
various forms towards KC09 in Nepal.  Significantly, as OC of the
Sig Tp, I was extremely delighted when we were approached to
provide the necessary CIS support to KC09 Operation Team,
which was based at the Primary Contingency Operation Room. 

As a token of appreciation for our assistance, Lt Paul Youngman
RN presented a plaque to Nepal Sig Tp on 28 October 2009.
Likewise, a presentation by KC09 was also made to the BGN
Combined Mess on the same day.  Later in the evening, the
British Ambassador Dr Andr ew Hall and Mrs Kathie Hall
invited KC09 personnel including BGN serving personnel, who
have contributed towar ds the inspiring project to a Cocktail
Reception to celebrate the completion of the Khumbu Challenge.
This was followed by a rock ‘n’ r oll charity fundraiser gig by the
‘Load Shed’ at the Comfort Zone to raise money for the charity .

The NST Team 2009 outside the National Stadium before the start
of the race
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Nepal offers several exciting and interesting locations for AT.   To
understand what KC09 was all about and to collate further
information for futur e AT from the Subject Matter Experts, the Tp
serving personnel and civilian employees received a presentation
from Lt Paul Youngman a few weeks ago, at my request.  Prior
to this, British Gurkhas Nepal Partners Club also received the
same presentation at the Kathmandu Mess and the ladies wer e
extremely pleased to see the KHUMBU CHALLENGE providing
serving personnel with an exceptional, life changing experience
while at the same time enhancing the rehabilitation of injured war
veterans. 

Each future expedition will select an appr opriate national charity.
On KC09 it is intended to raise at least £5000 for the Child
Welfare Scheme Nepal.  The charity runs a number of important
projects aimed at helping childr en across Nepal which is one of
the poorest countries in the world.  If you want to know mor e
about Project FORTITUDE please visit www.projectfortitude.com
and for donations, details can be found at
www.childwelfarescheme.org. 
Jai British Gurkhas Nepal!

JUNIOR RANKS TO BGN COMBINED MESS 
- by Cpl Bheshraj Chemjong

On Thursday 22 October, the BGN Combined Mess invited the
Junior Ranks Club (JRC) serving personnel to their Mess.  The
motive behind the social event was to of fer all Mess Members the
opportunity to meet the Junior Ranks and pr ovide the latter with
an insight into Mess life.  The Mess Bar opened at 1900hrs.
There were a total of 11 Junior Ranks who attended the event.  

We paraded in front of BGK Chautara under the command of Cpl
Ramesh Rai , PMC JRC at 1905hrs.  As the ‘visiting team’ we
were led by the PMC JRC and reported to the PMC of the BGN
Mess outside the main entrance to the combined dining hall.
After a short speech, the team was handed over to SNCO IC Post
Office BGK, who then went thr ough a 10 mins long drill practice
in the presence of COS BGN including RAO BGN (PMC) and OC
Nepal Sig Tp (Entertainment Member).  Right after this, the team
was handed over to WO2 Lewis and WO2 Roberts for the
“Mysterious Intr oduction”, which included some form of indoor
obstacle course.  Befor e it commenced each members of the
visiting team were given a t-shirt, which was pink in color
(obviously not the color we wanted!) and WO2 Lewis was quoted
as saying: “To be welcomed to the Mess, you need to ear n the
right, hence all personnel will complete the mysterious
introduction”.  The best part of this was picking 5 apples fr om a
bucket full of water with our teeth just befor e we were escorted to
the Mess entrance –  it was indeed top class.

Soon after the mysterious introduction was completed, we wer e
officially welcomed by COS BGN, who of fered us a welcome
drink with the PMC at the Mess entrance.  W e then spent the
next 25 mins meeting and greeting the Mess Members.  Then the
next phase, which was the Games Competition between the host

and the visiting team, began.  There were a total of 5 games:
namely Chess Drink, Nail-knocking, Cricket Dart, Beer Walk and
Ash Pole Pulling.  The hardest was the Chess Drink and reason
for this was that we had to drink a glass of port when we wer e
defeated while the Host Team had to drink a glass of white wine
when they were defeated (very unfair).  Needless to say; we were
defeated by the host team and we ended up drinking at least 20
glasses of ports.  Guest what – I was on shift the next day and
what a way to start the duty with a hangover .

After the games competition the prize-giving cer emony took
place.  COS BGN presented the winning trophy to the Host Team
whereas we got a Wooden Spoon as runners-up.  Then a meal in
the form of a traditional Gurkha curry was served.  At 2215hrs,
the PMC JRC assembled us and requested permission to leave
the Mess from PMC.  He also thanked all Mess Members for
showing the highest standar d of hospitality to us. 

The mysterious introduction was excellent, the games
competition was unfor gettable, the food was delicious and the
hospitality was top class.   All in all, the whole evening was a
resounding success, and I firmly believe that all those who
attended will cherish for ever.  We also know the fact that some of
us may join the Mess soon, some may do so in the futur e and
some may never but this social evening has indeed been a life
time experience for us all.   On behalf of the PMC and all ranks of
the JRC, I would like to extend our gratitude to all Mess Members
and notably, to OC Nepal Sig Tp for re-introducing the event into
the Mess Forecast of Events after several years.  The show must
go on and we now eagerly look forwar d to invite the Mess
Members to our Club in the futur e.
Jai British Gurkhas Nepal!

WORK EXPERIENCE FOR SCHOOLCHILDREN AT THE
BRITISH SCHOOL - by Cpl Phambahadur Pun

Work Experience for Schoolchildr en (WES) is part of The British
School (TBS) A Level Induction Programme, where Year 11
students complete a 5 day work placement.  Most students at
this age will have no real concept of what going to work means
and hence the main objective of WES week is to of fer such
schoolchildren the opportunity to br oaden their horizons.  HQ
British Gurkhas Nepal (HQ BGN) has been providing WES to a
number of students on various educational sectors every year .
The learning environment within BGN is indeed appr opriate for
such students, as the package pr ovides the students to gain
theoretical and practical experiences on the key r esponsibilities of
each dept within this or ganisation.

Last year, Nepal Sig Tp conducted a 5 day work placement
induction pr ogramme to a Year 11 student from TBC, covering
the theoretical and practical aspects of communication and
information technology .  This year, we received 2 students,
namely Mr Alex Whiteside and Mr Darr en Reid , who were given
a week long package that included intr oduction to BGN comms
infrastructure, theoretical knowledge on telecommunication, OJT

Capt Surje, SSgt Prabin, Cpl Pham and Cpl Bikash posing for a
photograph with Lt Paul Youngman after the presentation

Cpl Ramesh, PMC JRC receiving the Wooden Spoon from the
COS
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on various IT systems and workshop pr ocedures including
overview on Equipment Care and Health and Safety.   They were
also given an opportunity to observe the Earthquake Contingency
Ex, which I firmly believe should have provided them the insight
on how immaculately we conduct a task within the Army
environment.  On the final day, they were assessed practically on
all lessons they have learned during the week, and the works they
produced were of the highest standards.

We are extremely proud to be associated with TBS, which is a
pioneering institution in Nepal.  Without a shadow of doubt, it has

given the Royal Signals Class 1 System Engineering Technicians
an opportunity to develop technical instructional ability and
bolster the mutual relationship between BGN and TBS.  Though a
week long package is not suf ficient for a student to lear n a
complete new system, it must have convinced the students that
WES Induction Programme provides them a fascinating visit and
offers a flourishing career prospect.  The TBS Principal has well
appreciated our support and OC Tp thanked all those involved in
the overall conduct of the package, which was knowledgeable
and worthwhile and delivered constructively, effectively and
professionally.   

SANGCOM

Project Director Col Jo Fletcher
SO1 G6 Lt Col Kevan Thor nber
SO1 OM&T Lt Col Jonathan T urner

FAMILIES’ DESERT CAMPING TRIP 29 – 30 OCTOBER 2009

Following the arrival of several new families during the summer
months it was decided that a trip away fr om our world of air
conditioned comfort would be a gr eat adventure and a chance to
experience the wonders and sights that the Saudi desert of fers.
Maj Mark Tivey herded a total of 34 individuals, including 10
children, and associated camping equipment into 10 cars.  The
resulting caravan then set off from Riyadh for some regularly
visited attractions like ‘Fat Man’ s Squeeze’, ‘Graffiti Rock’,  ‘Four
Wells’ and ‘Cathedral Rock’.  The origin of these names is not
always clear but it seems likely that our illustrious and much
travelled desert warrior, Col Jo Fletcher had something to do
with it! 

The first day was predominantly sand dune driving, which
surprisingly passed without too many people getting stuck.
Unfortunately however, Wayne and Amanda W oodwar d
managed to get a punctur e on the highest, windiest most
sandstorm-scour ed location west of Riyadh.  We took lunch while
repairs were made and recalled childhood seaside theories of
where the “sand” in the wor d sandwiches came from.  That
evening we camped at Graffiti Rock and shortly after we had
wrestled the tents up, the wind dr opped.  We then enjoyed an
excellent evening BBQ by a campfire which notably saw the rare
outing of the PD’s ‘Magic Stick’.  

The following day our intrepid explorers headed off once again to
various scenic locations, collecting desert diamonds along the
way.  The whole weekend was an outstanding success with, as
always some wonderful culinary delights pr ovided by team
members.  Of particular note was our contracts man and secr et
chef, Joe Chapman with his legendary Tuna and Leek pie!

Our thanks go to Maj Tivey for organising an excellent weekend
and also to Col Fletcher for his Bedouin-like navigation skills and
his forbearance in the face of lots and lots of childr en!

PRINCESS ROYAL COCKTAIL PARTY 
- by WO2(YofS) Steve Hamblin

To the casual observer, running a social event around a swimming
pool in November to celebrate Princess Royal Day, which is
actually in June, must seem like madness.  However, the
temperature in Riyadh in November is a lot more conducive to a
successful event than it is in June.  

Our annual Princess Royal Day event gives us an opportunity to
entertain and thank all those dignitaries with whom we work and
on whom we depend.  It also allows us to mark Princess Royal
day, albeit a bit early (or late depending on your point of view).
This year we entertained over 150 guests from industry,
embassies and other expatriate military teams.  We military
members of the team donned our Service Dr ess and, alongside
our suited Civil Service colleagues and gorgeously arrayed wives,
hosted till we were fit to drop; everything went brilliantly .  Col
Fletcher thanked our many guests for their support in 2009 (and
courted a continuation of he same in 2010!).

Well done to all the SANGCOM team for a job well done.  An
extra well done to Maj Jason Nichols and WO2(YofS) Steve
Hamblin who had the unenviable task of organising the evening
and herding hosts and guests to such good ef fect.  Those of you
looking to get a SANGCOM posting – make sur e you arrive well
before November 2010 to avoid missing the fun next year!  

Inscribing names for posterity among countless others on
‘Cathedral Rock’

The Cordoba Oasis Village Compound Main Swimming Pool – the
venue for the Princess Royal Day event
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DISBANDMENT OF 40 (ULSTER) SIGNAL
REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)

The Regt will disband officially on 31 March 2010. However,
the following day we assume command of the UN Roulement
Regt on Op TOSCA in Cyprus. A large amount of property
from both messes will be used in Cyprus until October 10.
Upon return from Op TOSCA, the Regt will fully disband,

leaving a single Sqn in Province, 69 (NIH) Sig Sqn (V).

Presentation pieces from both messes can be returned to
former members or can be passed on to the Sqn r emaining in

Province. Anyone wishing to reclaim items should do so by 30
June 10. Items not taken to Cyprus will be r eturned

immediately and items which have been taken will be r eturned
in November 10. If you have an item that you wish to r eclaim,

please contact: 
Capt Trevor Henry Telephone 028 9067 0055 or email

40SR-69B-PSAO@mod.uk

From: Maj (Retd) J Barr ett MBE

UNIFORM SALES/HIRE
HEADQUARTERS MESS ROYAL SiGNALS 

BLANDFORD CAMP, BLANDFORD FORUM, 
DORSET DT11 8RH

You may wish to dispose of your uniform now that you ar e
retiring or have already retired.  If you do, please either bring it
in to me or send it by post. When it is sold, we r eturn to you

70% of the pr oceeds, the remainder goes to the Corps. 

I will accept any uniform or accoutr ement that you no longer
require.

Contacts:
MOD: Blandford (9)4371 3999 
BT: Blandford (01258) 481999 
Fax MOD: (9)437 1 3999 
Fax BT: (01258) 481999 

Home: (01963) 23375 
Mobile: 07770958870 
e mail: jbrectory@aol.com

ADVERTISEMENTS

THE AIR FORMATION SIGNALS ASSOCIATION

As announced in the April and August 2009 editions of The
Wire, a DVD showing 22 of the Corps related memorials which
have been established at the National Memorial Arboretum has

been completed and is now available for sale.  

The DVD also includes some shots of the Armed Forces
Memorial and the dedication of the RSA Memorial on 20th May
2008 by our Colonel-in-Chief.  A map of the site showing the

location of ’ the memorials is included with each DVD.

Using the DVD those who are unable to visit the Arboretum will
he able to see what has been established there and those who
propose to visit, either individually or in a party , will be able to

plan their visit effectively.  

A small number of still photographs showing dedication
ceremonies have also been inserted and from these it will he

seen how the trees have developed.

Copies of the DVD are now available from me at the address
below for £5.00 plus 50p each for post and packing. 

Cheques should be made payable to ‘ PF & M Sowar d’. Profits
will be shared between the Air Formation Signals Association

and the Royal Signals Association. 

Lt Col (Retd) Pat Sowar d  (pat.soward@rdplus.net)
‘Shipton’, The Hollow 

Child Okeford 
Blandford Forum 
Dorset DT11 8EX 

Tel: 01258-860647  

From: Simon Booth (sbooth01@harris.com)

Dear Sir 

I am sure you are aware of the great work ‘Help for Her oes’ is
doing on behalf of our injur ed forces. They are currently trying
to raise £20M to build 7 Recovery Centr es around the UK to
facilitate the swiftest possible r eturn to duty, or smoothest

transition to an appr opriate skilled and supported civilian life,
for seriously injured, or long term sick soldiers, irr espective of

the cause of injury, within a conductive military setting. 

To help this very worthy cause, a team of up to 12 mostly ex-
serving member of the forces including myself (25 years in the
Royal Signals), have come up with the idea of completing the
well known “3 Peaks Challenge” but with added dif ficulty.  As
well as climbing the 3 Peaks (Snowdon, Scafell Pike and Ben
Nevis) we intend to cycle between the peaks, covering some
504 miles in the process.  This will be completed by all the
team members and not as a relay event.  The challenge is

planned to take place during May 2010, and we ar e trying to
raise in the region of £20K for the charity.

My reason behind this email is that obviously such an
undertaking is very costly, so we are looking for as much

sponsorship or assistance with advertising as possible and if
only one or two of your r eaders where kind enough to donate

via our “just giving ” site it would be marvellous.  We have
registered this event with ‘Help for Her oes’ registered Charity

No 1120920 and our individual event number is 177658-2254A.
We have also set up a “Just Giving” website which can be

found at http://www .justgiving.com/3peakscyclimb2010 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any further

questions, require any information or would be inter ested in
helping.

Many thanks, not just fr om me, but from the forces members
you could be helping. 

Yours… 











CADETS
HAT TRICK FOR DORSET ARMY CADETS

A team of Army Cadets from Dorset have won the National Cadet signalling and military skills competition, Ex ROLLING
THUNDER and have made it a hat trick by wining the competition for the thir d year in a row.

The prestigious competition, for all cadet or ganisations was attended this year by 24 teams fr om all over Great Britain,
including teams from Glasgow, Dundee, Northern Ireland and Wales.  The competition was held over the weekend of 19 –

21 February and was hosted by the Royal Corps of Signals at Blandfor d Camp.  It is designed to test 5 man teams of
cadets from all arms in various signalling, military and leadership skills.  This year’s competition saw a move from teams of

4 to teams of 5. 

In addition to 4 Royal Signals Cadets from Blandford Forum Tp, Cpl Stephen Ir eson was brought in from the Poole
Detachment, The Rifles, to fill the 5th place.

Cadet RSO, Sgt Maj Alex Henderson (17), Blandford Tp said afterwards: “It was lovely to get a hat trick for Dorset ACF,
having now won this National competition 3 years in a row, and I think the team worked r eally well together.”

Cadet Cpl Stephen Ir eson (16) said: “As a Poole Cadet, it was a real honour to be asked to join the Blandford Signals Tp
Team and I was glad I could help things along with my shooting skills.  This was the first r eal test of my signals training and

it was a real challenge, but I loved every minute of it.” 

Dorset County ACF Signals Training Officer, Sgt Maj Instructor Gary Pugh commented:  “I am pleased that for the 3r d
year in succession, a team of Cadets from Dorset ACF have won the National Signalling Skills Competition.  Cadet Sgt Maj
Henderson , LCpl Oliver , LCpl Wylde and LCpl Newton of Blandford Tp, plus Cpl Ir eson of Poole Pl, did extremely well.
As only Cadet Sgt Maj Henderson has completed the competition befor e, the Cadets did their Company pr oud and Cpl

Ireson maintains the family skill of being a very good shot!”  

Sgt Maj Pugh also added:  “It’ s a proud moment for Cadet Signalling in the County as the 24 teams who enter the
competition can be consider ed as the signalling elite and we, in the Dorset ACF are top of the tr ee once again.” 

The Army Cadet Force is one of the largest youth organisations in the country and is celebrating its 150th birthday this year .
We are currently looking for new Youth Leaders to help train cadets in activities such as Adventur e Training, Map Reading,

First Aid, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and also some military based training.

If you are interested in becoming an instructor or have a son or daughter aged between 13 – 18 years who would like to
become a cadet then contact HQ on:

01305 263954 or visit  www.armycadets.com

Cpl Stephen Ireson, LCpl Matt Oliver, Sgt Maj (RSO) Alex Henderson, Lt Col Peter Richards, LCpl Megan Wilde and LCpl Georgia Newton




