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LEGACY OF THE LATE MAJ BARCLA'Y HANKIN

Maj Bar clay Hankin was commissioned into the Royal Corps of Signals in the early days of the WwW2,
serving in North Africa, Italy, the War Office and Germany. On leaving the Army he spent many years in
operational research for the Army and London Transport before retirement in London and Chichester.

He was a pupil at Christ’'s Hospital School in Horsham and in his will, Barclay left a most generous and
significant legacy to The Officers’ Association. The terms of this ar e to fund a place at Christ’s Hospital
School for the children of officers who are serving or have served in Royal Signals and who have lost their
parent as a result of his or her death or who has become seriously incapacitated. This bequest typifies
Barclay’s generosity and his continued and str ong loyalty to the Corps.

In addition to meeting the r equirement of the will, potential candidates will also have to meet the entry
standards of the School which can be found at www.christs-hospital.or g.uk. If you know of a family that
might be eligible to take advantage of this bequest, please contact the Regimental Secr etary, Lt Col (Retd)
Conlon in Regimental Headquarters Royal Signals on Blandford Military 2081 or 01258 482081.

HONOURS AND AWARDS

We congratulate the following Royal Signals personnel who r eceived Awards
In the Armed Forces Operations Awards List in March 2009

For Service in Afghanistan

Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service (QCVS)
Cpl SJ Ball 16 Sig Regt

For Service in Iraq

Members of the Most Excellent Or der of the British Empire (MBE)
WO2 RD Allen 1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt
WO2 PR Howson DISC Chicksands
WO2 SR McGuckien MOD
Maj DTH Wilson JSSU (Cyprus)

For Service in National Operations

Member of the Most Excellent Or der of the British Empire (MBE)
SSgt JW Fawcett 1 (RBY) Sig Sgn (SC)
Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service (QCVS)

Sgt PV Wade MOD
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Lt Nichols of 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt being put thr ough her paces on
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MOVEMENTS

Name and Rank

JANUARY 2009

Maj SVD Har greaves
Capt JR Caveen

Capt K Read

Lt S O'Connell

FEBRUARY 2009

Lt Col D W right
Maj MJ Rayner
Maj RC Quinsey
Capt JN Copeland
Capt P Mhango
Capt KL Oldridge
Capt NJA Reynolds
Lt RJ Hayes

Lt IME Hollins

Lt AF Macdonald

MARCH 2009

Maj W Anderson

Maj AJ Jenkins

Maj CD Kidd

Maj SN Meadowcr oft
Maj DL Palmer
A/Maj A Higgins
A/Maj CG Milne

Capt P Andr ews
Capt MP Hunston
Capt TIW Masi

Capt EA Mortimor e
Capt J Reid

Capt DP W ilson

2Lt RK Painter

APRIL 2009

A/Lt Col S Palfr eyman

Maj NR Coatsworth
Maj TJ Keates

Maj MA Schofield
Maj T Smith

Maj W oodcock
A/Maj MG Osborne
Capt JJ Alger

Capt JV Boyden
Capt MA Br own
Capt RF Campbell
Capt MJ Cox

Capt LJ Ellaway
Capt MA Gilbert
Capt TJ Lappin
Capt LS Matthews
Capt M Nuttall
Capt SA Ruxton
Capt KRJ Smith
Capt SM Smith
Capt MJR W akeling
Capt DC Whitworth
Lt SV Thomas

2Lt KE Apps

2Lt NJ Barr ett
2Lt RL Bonner
2Lt R Burr ows
2Lt DM Gavin

2Lt CG Jones

2Lt VJ Langston
2Lt GW Mer chant

Unit to which posted

............. Maternity Leave

............ 12 Mech Bde HQ Sig Sgn
............. 21 Sig Regt

............ 102 Log Bde HQ Sig Sgn

.............. DES (emp)
HQ DCCIS

.............. RHQ HQ SOInC(A)
............ 16 Sig Regt 255 Sig Sgn
............ 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sgn
............ 1(UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
............ 1(UK) Armd Div Sig Regt

............ MS Officers Combat Spt
............ 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
............ 14 Sig Regt (EW)

.............. Air 22GP-GT
............ 38 Sig Regt
............ 2 Sig Regt
............ 37 Sig Regt
............ 2 Sig Regt

............ HQ Brunei Gar
............ 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqgn
.............. 1(UK) Armd Div Sig Regt

.............. JSSU Cheltenham
............ 1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
............ 16 Sig Regt

.............. HQ 11 Sig Bde

1 (UK) ADSR

11 Sig Regt

............ 21 Sig Regt

............ DGISS 642 Sig Tp
............ 3 (UK) Div 202 Sig Sgn
.............. JSSU Cheltenham
............... 22 Sig Regt

....HQ 52 Inf Bde
............... 22 Sig Regt

............ 16 Sig Regt

............ 7 Sig Regt

............ 71 (Y) Sig Regt (V)
............ CBM Div HQ Land
............ 16 Air Asslt Bde
............ 7 Sig Regt

4 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sgn
16 Sig Regt 230 Sig Sgn
.............. 30 Sig Regt 256 Sig Sgn
.............. 1(UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
3 (UK) Div 206 Sig Sgn
.............. 7 Sig Regt

.............. 7 Sig Regt

14 Sig Regt(EW)
............... 2 Sig Regt

Name and Rank Unit to which posted
2Lt BJA Naughton
2Lt PO Osabwa
2Lt DL Pooley

.............. 10 Sig Regt 251 Sig Sgn
.............. 16 Sig Regt
12 Mech Bde HQ Sig Sgn

2Lt JE Roberts L 7 Sig Regt
2ZLtRMW all 7 Armd Bde 207 Sig Sgn
MAY 2009

Maj AC A ylwar d
Maj MA Bosworth
Maj SF Coeshott
Al/Maj AJ Barry
A/Maj SP Cowan
Capt JR Coupland

............ G6 CBM HQ Land
............ Bowtag (JT)

HQ SOInC(A) COS
.............. 51 (Scottish) Bde
.............. 30 Sig Regt

Capt AS Geor ge 14 Sig Regt (EW)
Capt PG Grif fiths HQ 19 Lt Bde
Capt NR Jennings

.............. 34 Sig Regt(V)

Capt S McKenzie 11 Sig Regt
Capt NJ Pollitt 22 Sig Regt
Capt J Swindell ... 11 Sig Regt

JUNE 2009
Capt KJ Grif fiths
Capt JC Long

Capt MR Mallett

.............. 40 Sig Regt(V)
............ HQ 19 Lt Bde

Capt JR Stillie

Capt LE Webster ... HQ 3 (UK) Div
JULY 2009

Lt Col AE Per cival ... 37 Sig Regt

Capt JA Markendale
Capt RA McLeod

............... 21 Sig Regt (AS)
.............. IMATT Sierra Leone

Capt RF Plested ... 7 Armd Bde
Capt NJ Pryce-Jones ... 30 Sig Regt
Capt CJ Raynor . HQ ARRC

RETIREMENTS

Name and rank Date

JANUARY 2009

Drain - Lt Col WJ Drain 03 Jan 09
Evans - Maj SL Evans 15 Jan 09
Harbin - Capt MR Harbin 15 Jan 09
McNelly - Capt | McNelly 05 Jan 09
Morris - Capt AD Morris 19 Jan 09
FEBRUARY 2009

Hammett - Lt Col NJ Hammett 06 Feb 09
Pilling - Lt Col LS Pilling 18 Feb 09
Smith - Capt SN Smith 25 Feb 09
JUNE 2009

Curtain - Capt KP Curtain 06 Jun 09
Fensome - Capt KA Fensome 09 Jun 09
Webber - Capt LD W ebber 18 Jun 09
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NEWS FROM FORMA TIONS

i
2

i
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1st SIGNAL BRIGADE

Comd Brig Ivan Hooper
Ccos Maj Julius Caesar

First, congratulations to Maj Guy Lewendon , Capt Car oline
Anderson , Capt Liz Mortimor e and Capt Jo Wilson who have
all been selected for promotion to Maj. All the Bde Staf f would
also like to congratulate Capt Wilson and her husband on the
birth of their baby girl.

The Bde are soon to say farewell to DCOS, Maj Tim Blackmor e,
(soon to be known as ‘Col Timmy '!) who departs in the middle of
March to an SO1 appointment at Shrivenham.

A busy period of exs is upon us with the Bde Staf f deploying out
to Elmpt Station on Ex ARRCADE FOCUS and Ex LOYAL
LEDGER. For the luckier members of the Bde, Ex STEADFAST
CATHODE, deploys to San Clemente, Spain!

EXERCISE SNOWMASTER 2009 - by WO1(SSM) J Goreing RLC

Ex SNOWMASTERIs the HQ ARRC and 1 Sig Bde annual
adventure training package. This year it took place at Schlick
2000, a ski resort in Fulmpes, Austria. Four personnel from HQ 1
Sig Bde were fortunate enough to tear themselves away from
their desks to attend.

The accommodation!

The accommodation was nothing shot of first class, a short bus
ride from the foot of the slopes and dir ect access to the ski lifts
that would ascend the next 2500m to the top of the ski runs.
Having never strapped skis on my feet in anger before, it was
only a couple of days befor e the whole of the novice group were
charging head first (under control) down a demanding red slope,
pleased to report no broken bones, but plenty of aprés ski!

The slopes catered for all levels and abilities, offering nursery
slopes for the beginners, right thr ough to challenging ‘red and
black’ slopes for the mor e accomplished ‘swor dsmen’ amongst
the group. This was not just a ‘jolly’ for those who attended; first
class instruction was given at various levels, from novice through
to advance, culminating in a BSP qualification. Those who
attended benefited from the expert tuition of their instructors,
ensuring that everyone was pressed to the limit of their ability, Finally, apologies are accepted from The Wire Editor for
both on and off piste. temporarily renaming our Bde in the last edition!

ARRC and HQ 1 Sig Bde on Ex SNOWMASTER
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11 SIGNAL BRIGADE

Comd Brig CJ Thackray

Dep Comd Gp Capt SA Richar dson
COSs Maj | Blower MBE
DCOS Maj A Jenkins

HAIL AND FAREWELL

The HQ has seen a few comings and goings over the past 6
months. We bade farewell to WO1(YofS) Tony Martin who
departed to civilian street; the Comd’s PA, Mrs Br enda Clews
who moved to Turnhill and we may as well take the opportunity to
say farewell to SSgt Rob Feildhouse who departs after 22 years
to join the local Constabulary. We wish you all the very best in
your new careers.

We welcome the following into the HQ; WO1(YofS) Mitch

Mitchell as the new Bde YofS and Cpl Brian W ard as the J3 Ops
Co-ord Clerk. We hope you all have a smooth and happy time in
Donnington.

EXERCISE JOINT VENTURE - by Maj Steve Short

Ex JOINT VENTURE is the bi-annual PJHQ Tier 3 ex. This year
the deployment was conducted at RAF Akr otiri during the period
24 November — 5 December 08. The focus of the ex was a 4 star
civilian led medium scale deployment, within the context of the
comprehensive approach with cross government partners, the
JTFHQ and subordinate CCHQs. UK Reachback was provided to
PJHQ, JARIC, GCHQ, DTIO and other govemment depts. HQ 11
Sig Bde was stood up to pr ovide the core of the contingent
JFCIS, along with other augmentees from HQ AIR, 90 SU, DG ISS
and DSC. The Jt NETCEN function was provided by 30 Sig Regt
augmented by USSO, 90 SU and DG ISS. Out of an ex

population of over 1200 personnel, ther e were just under 300 ICS
providers from across all Front Line Commands.

Operational level ICS was provided by the Cormorant common
core network utilising a mixed fleet of Reacher and TSC 503
Satcom. This was the first time that Reacher had been deployed
outside UK since coming into service. JOCS was the primary C2
system at the operational level along with DIl C/D and RNCSS
footprints. Tactical networks wer e resourced through Bowman
and PRC 117F

The execution phase was the culmination of 9 months of ICS
planning across the Front Line Commands, OGD, PJHQ and
civilian contractors. The complexity of the deployment was not
due to the size but due to the natur e of the different IS and a
multitude of dif ferent applications to satisfy a demanding
customer. This was ably coordinated and provided through the
ICS governance of the contingent JFCIS/Jt NETCEN. Information
Management, across different security domains, aligned with the
frictions of a multi-national ex audience, was a key theme. This
was an area which saw considerable progress through the
tenacity of the Jt NETCEN providing technical and procedural
solutions.

As ever the hard work was temper ed by its lighter moments; Gen
Lamb having his outer office carpet expropriated by the SF in the
guise of the Carpet Liberation Front and the Tony Bell ice cream
wars of Sierra Site.

All'in all it was an ex that pitched many into an environment that
was unfamiliar but provided the rewards in reinforcing
relationships across the ICS providers from all cap badges and
services.

NEWS FROM THE REGIMENTS

1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
HERFORD

CO Lt Col FE Hargr eaves
RSM WO1(RSM) W Dunbar

HQ SQUADRON

oC Maj R Manning
SSM WO2(SSM) CS Wilson

TM TROOP UPDATE - by LCpl Whale

It has been a very busy period for TM Tp with a lot of people
away on op tours and lots of exciting inspections to get thr ough.
A number of Tp members took part in the 3 dif ferent skiing
activities taking place over the winter period, including
Regimental skiing, the Army Snowboarding Championships and
the Regt Nordic Skiing Championships.

Cpl ‘Mof ' Mof fat and LCpl Kirsty Whale really enjoyed their
snowboarding exploits and wer e part of a very successful team,
with the Div winning the overall event. LCpl ‘Daz’ Reeves and
Cpl ‘Sav’ Saville (congratulations on your recent promotion Sav)

competed in the Army skiing championship and LCpl Fred
Tucker took part in the Nordic Skiing Championship in Norway
where the Regimental skiers, with 5 novices included in the team,
acquitted themselves very well. They came 12th out of 24 and
were the highest placed novice team competing in the event.
LCpl Fred Tucker came in the top half of every race, a great
achievement for a novice.

We would like to welcome back a number of Tp members fr om
Op TELIC 12, including LCpl ‘Tommo’ Thomson , LCpl Emma
Grinter , LCpl ‘Ozzie’ Osbour ne and LCpl ‘Paris’ Hilton.  All had
successful tours and their efforts were greatly appreciated by
their 7 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn hosts. Also returning from a
successful Iraq tour and new to the Tp, was the new Tp Staf fy,
SSgt Tony Tye, who is a welcome addition to the unit.

TM Tp will have to manage without its much loved and r espected
leader in a few months time, as WO1(FofS) ‘Gaz’ Clapham has
been commissioned and moves on with our congratulations.
Other departures from the Tp are LCpl ‘Firthy’ Firth on his
successful completion of his UKSFC and LCpl Pat Patterson
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who is leaving the Army in search of a better life — good luck and
best wishes to all concer ned.

MT UPDATE - by Cpl Hole

The MT has had a very busy year in providing life support to 3
major exs and finishing the year off by supporting 20 Armd Bde
on their RSOl package in Kuwait. So what is happening this
year? Well we have kick started the year off by providing fuel
support to the Div Ex and next we will focus on Ex FLYING
RHINO in the Czech Republic. Looking forward to the summer
we will be supporting the Regt’ s Pre-Deployment Training (PDT).

The main focuses of our year will be PDT, deployment and
supporting the Div HQ and the remainder of the Regt in all
aspects of work, with half of the Regt deployed on Op HERRICK
—it's going to be emotional. The Dept says its farewells to a
couple of members of the team, SSgt Phil Korba and Sgt
Murphy — good luck to you and your families in all future
endeavours. But we have plenty of new arrivals, including SSgt
Scott Barry , Sgt Nick Dearing , Sgt Danny Locking , Cpl Roy
Palmer and LCpl ‘Paddy’ Alcock - all are most welcome.

GENERATOR BAY UPDATE - by Cpl Straughan

The Regimental Generator Bay has had a busy period over the
past few months supporting the Regt on various exs and in-
barracks tasks. The Sgn deployed on ex in September to
Sennelager in support of 212 Sig Sqn. Some of our younger Sigs
within the Sect managed to complete their Class 3 - 2 task

books. Sigs Brabbs , Brudzinski , James and Finn all
successfully passed and have shown they are competent in the
various tasks within the Driver Electrician trade.

In October we had the staff deploy to Kuwait for the RSOl in
support of 20 Armd Bde. W e had many roles over the period,
Sgt ‘Mav’ Britton deployed as the Training Wing's SQMS. Cpl
‘Bjor n’ Straughan had the chance to train troops, directly
assisting the Americans with their HMMWYV Egress Assistant
Trainer (HEAT) which is basically a vehicle rollover simulator.
LCpl ‘Daz’ Hocking had the responsibility of marching troops in
and out of the accommodation and Sig Alexander Skinner got
the chance to work with the MT by transporting tr oops on RSOI
to the ranges at FOB Zulu.

Sig ‘Scrabble’ Brudzinski  represented the Regt in the Div Nordic
Skiing competition, finishing just 6 points short of qualifying for
the Army Championships.

The dept have been tasked with the improving the LAD bar,
which has involved a lot of arduous work stripping the bar out
completely and refurbishing it, with Cpl Trev Carter being the
main interior decorator. Our main focus over the coming months
will be on PDT for those individuals that will be deploying to
Afghanistan later in the year.

QM DEPARTMENT - by Sig Junior Hopper

Life In the QM(T) has been as ever very busy as all QM Depts are
aware, with a board of officers, draw down to Unit holdings and
day to day running of the Regt's G4 commitments. The Dept
would like to congratulate WO2(RQMS) Sinclair on his selection
for promotion and say good bye to Cpl ‘Scotty’ McCaig who is
off to 7 Sig Regt on promotion. With the goodbyes you inevitably
have the new arrivals and the Dept would like to welcome Cpls
‘Benny’ Bentick into the URS and Cpl ‘Pr obin’ Shakya from the
Queen’s Gurkha Signals — we hope you and your families enjoy
this Regt.

Even though the pace is fast, Sig Barry Harris has managed to
get away and compete in the Div Langlauf Skiing competition and
even though a complete novice, he did very well — well done.

Last off all Sig ‘Junior’ Hopper would like to thank all of the
above for the slab they will be getting for their names appearing
in The Wire.
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201 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj AHT Garr ett
SSM WO2(SSM) R Heynes

HERFORD STATION CHRISTMAS FAYRE - by LCpl A Fyfe

On 6 December 08 the Herford Station Christmas Fayre took
place in the gymnasium at Hammersmith Barracks. The day was
organised by 201 Sig Sgn and took a whole week to pr epare.
The gymnasium had been transformed into a festive hall, with the
whole Sgn mucking in. LCpl Hemming was the key man as
Father Christmas, a role he fits perfectly as he is partial not only
to mince pies but also to pies of all descriptions.

Sig Chambers and Sig Chivers found their role as shepherds
was not just ceremonial, as they had naively believed. They in
fact had a whole stable of animals to look after. The kids loved
the animals, though the donkey was eventually sacked for gr oss
insubordination.

Sig Taylor and Sig Gunn were Santa’s little elves for the day,
which is quite humorous as Sig Taylor is over 6ft tall.

There were different stalls set up for the Fayre, with tombola,
Christmas arts and crafts, cof fee and cake stands, balloons,
glihwein, and of course everyone’s favourite, the Herford Pils
mobile bar! Outside there was a kiddies ‘death’ slide pr ovided by
the German Red Cross. It proved more popular with adults and
soldiers than the kids. Sgt Mitchell was in charge of the
magician stall, where he showed his skilful and quicker than the
eye tricks. He mesmerised his audience and also, | think,
himself.

The station Christmas Fayre was a very successful day, with an
impressive turnout from the local German community as well as
British families. All in all, a great day with fun was had by the
Germans, civilians, children and soldiers alike.

Sig Chivers and Sig Chambers enjoying their role as shepherds
TRAINING WING

ocC Capt GE Middleton
SMI SSgt J McDonnell

POTENTIAL NCO CLM CADRE - by Cpl Phil Mulligan

Having had a busy pre-Christmas period running the RSOI
package for 20 Armd Bde in Kuwait, the Training Wing returned
after a well deserved rest straight into the final pr eparation and
delivery of the unit’s first PNCO Command Leadership and
Management Course. With the preparatory work starting well



before Christmas, Sgt Andy Moss , who had been left running the
show while the remainder of the Training Wing were training 20
Armd Bde, was back into work pulling out what little of his hair he
has left. As a result many visitors to the Training Wing comment
on the similarity between Sgt Moss and a baby owl. However
Sgt Moss managed to lay the foundations for a highly successful
course that went without a hitch.

The weather conditions for the duration of the PNCO CLM course
were harsh. Temperatures were still well into the minus numbers
for the best part of the course and this pr oved to be a real leveller
for the students, when deployed on the field phase of the course.

Instructors were picked from across the unit to deliver
presentations and lessons that would educate, explain and
practise how a LCpl could expect to utilise their rank and skills in
their day to day life within their workplace. Lt Sleigh, Sgt ‘Gaz’
Collins, Cpl Al Berry and Cpl Jim Bradfor d provided the Tp
management structure and were supported by hand picked
instructors from across the Regt, including the Padre, the RSM,
Lt Poulson from the Education Centre, Lt Crowe, Cpl ‘Rhyan’
Jones and Sig ‘Brycy’ Bryce . Sgt Andy Moss , Cpl Phil
Mulligan and the admin party also deserve a mention for their
endless efforts in supporting the course. Sgt Moss and Cpl
Mulligan are now experts in snow clearing, sign erecting — time
spent making signs is rarely wasted — and moving furniture
between classrooms.

2 Section completing a command task

Cpl Jones and Sig Bryce increased their popularity by providing
a ‘cheeky’ burden retrieval course to place the students under
testing conditions and to pr ovide leadership opportunities during
Physical Leadership Development (PLD) 1.

The students enjoyed a number of activities befor e the field ex,
one of which was the delivery of a short pr esentation. LCpl Fyfe
may have regretted trying to teach 2 drill instructors how to
inspect an individual, as did LCpl Richar ds when he chose to
deliver a presentation on ‘how to shave’ when all he needs to do
is hold his head out of the window .

Cpl Berry and Cpl Bradfor d gave some final field phase
preparation to the students by detailing topics such as FCOs, TlI,
Prisoner handling drills and the 6 Sect Battle Drills. The students
then utilised these as they progressed through the field phase of
the course. Sgt Collins attempted to follow his boyhood idol Rolf
Harris by teaching model making, “Can you tell what it is yet?”
The students then split down into fir e teams to complete their
own models befor e being inspected by ‘ Rolf’.

Ex BATTLE STRIPE,the field phase of the PNCO Course, started
with the Course receiving orders from Lt Sleigh and Sgt Collins
then being dropped short of FOB Elbe to patr ol in and take
control of the area. Under the eye of the Sect Comds, Cpl Berry
and Cpl Bradfor d, the evening and early morning were spent

laying preliminary defences, building the FOB and deploying life
rings around the frozen lake which seemed to have appeared in
the middle of the FOB. The Sect Comds wher e always close to
the students making mental notes on their performance. The Sect
Comds also had their driving skills tested while navigating some
difficult terrain and Cpl Berry managed not only to get stuck
once but twice within 5ft and 5 min of the first r ecovery point!
“The ground just gave way” Cpl Berry was heard to say.

Cpl Mulligan debriefing 1 Section on their excellent use of smoke

A visitors’ day was provided for the Sgn hierarchy from each unit
represented on the course and after a quick meal knocked up by
the resident chef/ammo stor eman, LCpl Kristy Pr oudfoot (who
seemed to be the only person in the Army to have passed a
Chef’'s Course) the visitors had the chance to talk to their
soldiers, while they conducted r outine in the FOB; this provided
the students with a small amount of down time. The visitors soon
departed which meant the students wer e straight back into
patrols and defence of the FOB, with no let up fr om the regular
attacks and ambushes from the enemy sect.

With the ex phase complete, the students r eturned to Herford for
the penultimate day’s activities. The morning was spent practising
for the short Pass-Off Parade and returning borrowed equipment.
The afternoon arrived, very wet and cold and the Course paraded
on Harewood Barracks square to be inspected by the Regt 2IC,
Maj M Schofield . Maj Schofield congratulated the students on
having passed the Course and gaining a foothold on the
promotion ladder. Before the march past he awarded LCpl Lee
Campbell his campaign medal for service in Iraq and then took
the salute as the Course marched off under Lt Sleigh and Sgt
Collins who demonstrated, as was to be expected, perfect-ish
drill. WO1(RSM) Dunbar then welcomed the Course and
Directing Staff into the WOs and Sgts Mess for a curry lunch.
After the lunch an award for the Top Student went to LCpl ‘Garfy’
Richar ds and Top Field Soldier to LCpl Hall , both well deserved
presentations. After a few (too many?) drinks the students were
released for the evening and then a few more drinks in Herford
town before returning on Saturday morning for the end of Course
discussion.

With a few sore heads and blurry eyes the students arrived back
at the Training Wing on Saturday morning to hand in their final
items of equipment and attend a course ‘wash up’ wher e the had
the opportunity to raise the good and bad aspects of the course
to the Training Officer, Capt Middleton and SMI, SSgt
McDonnell . All criticism and praise for the pr evious 2 weeks
training was covered and enabled them to return to Blandford
with recommendations on how to impr ove the course in the
future. At 1200hrs with slightly less blurry eyes, the Course was
dismissed and the Training Wing staff left to prepare the end of
course reports.

So what now for the Training Wing? With the PNCO Course out
of the way we can move into re-structuring the Training Wing in
preparation for the next training task: to pr epare the Regt for Op
HERRICK later this year Personnel from the Regt can expect to
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attend any number of the appr oximately 140 Special to Arms
(STA) courses, a variety of range packages, MATT packages and
OPTAG Training which all spell out a very busy time for the
Training Wing. There is a one new arrival, SSgt Don Gar ner who

has arrived to bolster the training team and who will keep a close
eye on all the STA Comms Training. Farewell and congratulations
to Cpl ‘Red’ Redpath who was successfully completed his
transfer to the AGC and is posted to Paderbor n.

3rd (UNITED KINGDOM) DIVISION
HEADQUAR TERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
BULFORD

CO Lt Col PEJ Dr ew
RSM WO1 MR Eastman

The last few months have been a period of extremes; with the fun
filled run up to Christmas involving diving expedition in Malta,
winter sports in Austria and the inevitable celebrations
synonymous with the Christmas season. Now, having returned
from a well deserved Christmas leave the Regt has been forced
to hit the ground running. The extensive planning and hard work
has meant that none of this comes as a surprise to anyone.
Nevertheless the Regt is exceptionally busy, whether it is
supporting the 19 Bde MRX or preparing soldiers to backfill 19
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (209) on its deployment later on in the year;
there seems to have been little time for anything else.

NEW ARRIVALS

Our new arrivals are Maj Gavin Lenthall as Ops Officer.
Welcome to Gavin, Karen and the family in this, their first Sig
Regt. This is his first mention in The Wire ever! The only thing
missing is his picture — for a crate.

Farewell to the 2IC, Maj Dom Sharkey as he moves to DEC CCII
in MOD Main Building.

GOC’S CAMPAIGN MEDAL PRESENTATION 21 OCTOBER 08
At a slightly belated Medal Presentation Ceremony, the GOC 3

(UK) Div Maj Gen White-Spunner , presented campaign medals
to our recently returned Op TELIC personnel.

LCpl McGrath receives her medal from Maj Gen White-Spunner

He retired to the WOs and Sgts Mess to pr esent a Bde Comd’s
Commendation to Cpl Steph Bogart from her tour with 3 Cdo
Bde on Op HERRICK, and the LS&GC to WO2(FofS) Musgr ove
and Cpl Mer cer.
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LS&GC and Commendation recipients with the GOC

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER

On 14 November 08, 5 intrepid skiers departed on their long
journey to Austria, excited and very keen to hit the slopes. After
what seemed like one of the longest jour neys in history and
despite the team captain’s rather spectacular hangover, the 3 Div
team finally made it to Kaprun in Austria. Training started on the
Monday after an initial ski off where some people proved how
good they were and others demonstrated a complete lack of
ability to tur n whilst having skis attached to their feet. The gr oups
were divided according to ability with the advanced gr oup
regularly being seen flying at high speed down the slopes while
practising very bizarre looking exercises and the somewhat less
advanced groups perfecting their racing snowplough.

Lt Thomas snowboarding




The training was intensive but very good fun and everybody’ s
abilities improved dramatically. Sig Abel managed to distinguish
herself particularly by firstly knocking herself out and later by
accidentally ski jumping of f a bank the size of a house.
Unfortunately this was not caught on camera. The lessons
prepared all the skiers, beginners included, for the initial terr or of
seeing what a race was like.

Race week began with 2 days of Giant Slalom and concluded
with 2 days of Slalom. There were some impressive crashes.
Some were caused by skier error, such as the team captain
forgetting how to tur n while at high speed and others by
unfortunate incidents, such as the loss of a ski halfway down the
race piste. The team finished 7th overall, not the result that was
hoped for, but good nonetheless. Cpl Daniel did particularly well
by finishing 5th in the overall competition.

Following the prize giving, the team eventually made it home after
driving most of the way acr oss Europe in a Fiat Panda,
thoughtfully provided by the RAC after Cpl Daniel proved that
combivans, trucks and icy r oads don’t really make a winning
combination. All in all, the Corps Ski Camp was a thor oughly
worthwhile and enjoyable experience and thanks should be given
to the organisers and instructors for their hard work.

LANYARD TROPHY COMPETITION

The CO wanted to enter a team in the Lanyard Trophy this year
and so from a cast of thousands, 20 or so guys put themselves
forward for 2 months of in-camp training, during which they
became very familiar with SPTA under the support and
encouragement of WO2(SSM) Jasper Scar ott and WO2(MTWO)
Disley .

Three weeks before the event, the whittled-down team of 14 wer e
sent to Brecon in order to get used to the hills and weather of the
event location. Half the time was spent on the Br econ Beacons
and the other half on the Black Mountains. Suddenly Heartbr eak
Back in Bulford didn’t seem quite so difficult after all! Sigs

Morton and Surrell
pointed out that this
was the hardest thing
they had done since
coming out of training.
A large degree of
thanks must go to 21
Sig Regt for hosting us
so well during the
competition and giving
us the massive pack
meal for the day. After
loading up on
carbohydrates and
weighing the bergens
the night before, it was
time to put practice

into reality for the
competition. The team
was not expecting to
win but they did want
to finish with all 10 and
despite some morale
issues on the way
around, it was generally
a steady 6 kph.
However mention does
have to go to Cpl
‘Chunky’ Char nock for
putting the wr ong boots
on at the start of the
race and Cfn Gowan’ s
comment to Lt Wallace : “Sir next time you have a good idea
don’t bother calling me!”.

t's not funny...really! Lt Wallace
grimacing in pain

Towards the end of the route, we also came across the RSM and
CO who were ready to meet the team at one of the trig points —

after they got there by a lift in a helicopter. In the end the team
finished with all 10 team members completing one of the har dest
challenges many of them had ever done. Congratulations to one
and all...good effort.

The female Lanyard team under the command of Lt Naomi
Nichols also completed the event only losing 1 soldier thr ough
injury in the first few miles. Congratulations for a fantastic ef fort
but please finish before midnight next year.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

ocC Maj D Skimming
SSM WO?2 Cartledge

EXERCISE SOMME TIGER 14 — 20 SEPTEMBER 08 AT
CASTLEMARTIN

OFFSHORE SAILING

The Sp Sqgn Adventure Training package this year included
Offshore Sailing for the week, in the area of Pembroke Dock and
the Cleddau estuary.

| arrived at 14 Sig Regt Adventure Training Cell on the Monday
morning with a inquisitive nature as | had never instructed or even
sailed on the Cornish shrimpers they have, berthed in Neyland
Marina. We slipped lines and under power left the Marina and
headed east up the estuary towards Lawrenny Yacht station. Due
to the weather conditions, this was about the best day for sailing
and it wasn’t long before the wind was gusting SE 3 to 4 and
pushing us along nicely. We stopped for some lunch in the
afternoon and | also briefed the crew on man overboard drills and
picking up a mooring buoy. We sailed back down the estuary in
the afternoon taking in some of the br eathtaking scenery this part
of the country has to of fer. We returned to the marina late
afternoon and the crew put the yacht to bed and made sur e
everything was squared away for the next group on the Tuesday
morning.

On arrival at the Marina the following mor ning the atmosphere
was more relaxed and | wasn’t concerned about the tide going
out as | had moored the yacht up in the lower marina the evening
before. In all honesty the weather wasn'’t in our favour and we
spent more time motoring up the estuary and putting the mainsail
and headsail up and down during the day but it was good
practice for the relatively inexperienced crew. With the weather
conditions mor e or less the same for Day 3 and not in our

favour, apart from the glorious sunshine, the crew were more than
happy due to their sore heads after a trip out to Tenby the
evening before. A great few days out on the water and as they
say: “It is better to have a bad day on the water, than a good day
in the office”.

ROCK CLIMBING AND ABSEILING

Rock Climbing and Abseiling activities wer e carried out at
Maidens Castle and Poll Carn areas under the supervision of Cpl
‘Matty’ Gough , ably assisted by Sig ‘JJ’ Richar ds. The Climbing
areas are just north of Haverfordwest and a 40 minute drive from
Castlemartin Training Camp with a compulsory McDonalds
Breakfast stop. The brief was designed to instill confidence in

the equipment within the safety chain but ther e were a few glazed
over expressions as Cpl Gough went into great detail on the
breaking strains of all the equipment — or was that due to over
indulgence the night before? Once the crag had been rigged,
the guys and girls moved onto single pitch r ock climbing. They
were using a bottom rope system to ensure maximum safety and
after a complete demonstration of belaying and climbing
techniques, each person had a turn at both climbing and
belaying. The climb itself started easily but became mor e
technical towar ds the top, when the holds ran out and it was
graded overall as a Severe. After a short lunch break at the crag,
everyone then moved on to do the abseil. Situated on a slightly
overhanging face, the abseil provided a technical, if somewhat
short descent.
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Climbing in Wales

The climbers suffered very poor weather on the first day’s activity
and had to endure climbing up what can only be described as a
waterfall. However as the week progressed, the weather got
steadily better culminating in a superb final day climbing in
brilliant sunshine. Notable events throughout the week were Sig
‘Taff’ Hales’ mix of DPM waterpr oof and urban multicolour ed
hoodie climbing appar el — let’s not forget the white socks — and
Cpl ‘Ash’ Liverton’ s complete refusal to climb anything: "Y ou're
not getting me up that, I'm scar ed of heights.” Overall, the
members of the Sqn that completed the climbing activity said
they thoroughly enjoyed it and the activity also made many
people face and conquer their fear of heights. The week also
gave Sig Richar d some valuable experience in constructing and
supervising climbing sessions prior to a futur e Rock Leader
Course.

COASTAL WALKING

Day 1 — We started out at Freshwater East with Sig Armitage
leading the first leg; the weather wasn’t very good with misty rain
coming in. Sig Cound took the 2nd leg taking us down to the
Manorbier Bay beach for our lunch and by this time, the rain had
stopped and we just had the wind blowing into us fr om the North
Atlantic! About 15 mins after lunch, Sig Blount took the 3rd leg
taking us past the Air Defence Live Firing camp, where we saw a
Lynx helicopter honing its skills! The 4th leg was ably led by Sig
Hales. This took us a bit closer to the clif f edge and through the
firing range at Penally. The final leg was left to Cpl Liverton
taking us into Tenby. The only let down was not enough sheep to
satisfy Sig Hales'!

Day 2 — When we went coastal walking, we aimed to complete
the 14% mile route given to us. The weather was good and
morale was high, especially after stopping every 5 mins to take
lots of pictur es in lunge poses. At the 8% mile point, we stopped
for lunch at Manorbier Bay beach, wher e we were joined by Maj
Skimming , OC Sp Sqgn, who completed the final 6 miles with us.
LCpl Murray led the group for the penultimate hurdle, with the
map and compass in hand, all fed and water ed, morale still high
at this point, enjoying the br eath-taking views and looking
forward to a well deserved pint at the end. Sig Dawson took
over the final leg, with things looking good as we got on to the
beach aiming towards Tenby for a pint.

The OC tried to take over young Dawson’ s lead, but she was
having none of it and raced her way to the fr ont of the group.
Well done Sig Dawson !

Day 3 — More baked beans required for tomorrow for the group!
We started at Freshwater East heading towards Tenby. We
followed a direct coastal path navigating our way, using not only
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a compass and map but also the giant blue thing to our right
side....the sea! Along our route we saw plenty of seabirds, other
walkers/ramblers, lots of mud and r ocks and a tramp named
Timothy . Even though we had endured a 32.3 mile bike ride the
previous day, morale was pretty high and our boots wer e made
for walking! The hills were alive with squaddie humour as we
plodded the 14 miles along the south coast of W ales. We were
slightly dreading the prospect of a 14 mile coastal walk. With the
day so clear we were able to take in the views and sat for a
reasonably long leisurely lunch on the beach at Manorbier Bay.
Then the hangovers really kicked in and it became an effort to
keep one foot going in front of the other. Tenby then came into
view, our second wind kicked in and with one final ef fort from us
all; we eventually sat down in a nice seaside pub. As we arrived
in Tenby at the end of the walk, we rewarded ourselves with a
traditional bottle of Magners and a bag of chips.

KAYAKING IN WALES - by SSgt Pat Howie

Day 1 began with meeting Mr Bob Farmer , the other Kayak
instructor. We then set off for the River Claddau. We did not really
know what to expect as the river joins an estuary and is ther efore
affected by the tides. After the initial briefings it was onto the
water; everyone seemed to master the art of going forwar d
without falling out of the sea kayaks. Bob was a fountain of
knowledge and accor ding to him everything on the beach and in
the river was edible, so without delay the gr oup were chewing on
kelp! Bob then challenged the group to a crab hunt on one of the
beaches. Off we went flipping stones, lifting sea weed but only
finding baby crabs. Bob managed to produce a huge crab,
which conveniently fitted into the pocket of his buoyancy aid,
raising suspicion among the group that he had brought the crab
with him. After a demonstration from Bob of a seal launch, the
group were eager to give it a go. First to try was Cpl ‘Ash’
Liverton . As soon as his kayak touched the water, he was over.
Pte ‘Binnsy’ Binns was quick to follow with a dunking. Once we
were all back in our boats, we headed downstr eam through some
stunning scenery on the western Claddau. We played loads of
balance games but one of the most enjoyable was ‘Cannonball’,
which involved throwing a tennis ball as hard as you could at
other people in your group, trying to literally knock them out of
their boats.

Day 3 was the first day of good weather so nobody minded
getting wet from the start, which was good for LCpl Lea who was
tipped out of his boat by Sig Watterson within the first 5 mins.
We all paddled down the wester n Claddau until it was time to
stop for lunch at a café by a harbour and after some nice, but
slightly expensive cakes it was off again. Sig Watterson decided
to invent his own kayaking game which was based on cannonball
but involved big handfuls of mud instead of a tennis ball. Once
we were speckled, if not cover ed in mud for some, it was time for
all to get wet. The highlight for the gr oup was when my plan to
make Cpl ‘Ash’ Liverton fall in backfired, when he swiftly spun
me over causing me to swim. On reaching the surface, all | could
hear was a lot of laughter from everyone else.

202 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj A Owen
SSM WQO2 Scarr ott

Once again a busy period for the Sqn with its r econstitution for
Ex IRON TRIANGLE, RSITThe Lanyard Trophy, more
deployments abroad and the usual RAAT tasks. The Sgn
maintains its usual number of people deployed to Iraq,
Afghanistan and BATUS. Sporting achievements continue to be
made — Cpl Stu Stor ey has been selected to parachute for Great
Britain (again) and Sig Biggs continues to represent the Corps
and Army at hockey. A large number of the Sgn have been on
full time boxing training while others have been diving in Malta.
We put in a good performance on the Regimental ex and on the
Land Combat Power Demo where once again Capt Lewis and
Sgt Lester stole the show with their Panther. The Sqgn continues
to support SORLS with the Corps’ r ecruiting effort and most
noticeably provided an Armd HQ for a Photoshoot.
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Face of the Corps — 2Lt Tiernan Hick

EXERCISE LONG LOOK - by 2Lt Chris Swann

This year | have been privileged to participate in Ex LONG LOOK.
This allowed me to swap jobs with an Australian Tp Comd for a
few months. For this exchange | would be working with 17 Sig
Regt based out of Holsworthy Barracks in the outskirts of
Sydney. We left Brize Norton on 13 April and after surviving a
luxury 4 day flight, courtesy of the RAF, | arrived in Sydney and
met some of the other officers | would be working alongside. It
was at this point they slipped into conversation the fact that in
three hours there was a mess function and that in the mor ning |
was to go ‘Canyoning’. As it tur ns out Canyoning is a
combination of walking, abseiling, swimming and r ock climbing.
We drove to the top of a canyon in the Blue Mountains, about
80km away, and from there packed ropes, climbing and abseiling
gear and wetsuits. We began by walking down a thickly wooded
area following a small stream. This stream quickly grew in size
and depth until the woodland fell away and the str eam kept
getting deeper and working its way into the canyon. When the
stream grew too deep, we donned our wet suits and started
wading. After a few more abseils the water became too deep to
stand up in and we had to swim. It was at this part of the canyon
we had to swim to the brink of a 150m waterfall, secur e the ropes
and abseil through it to the water below. By now the stream has
become a river and the canyon was anywhere between 300 —
350m high and it was time to begin the climb out. After this first
experience, many of my weekends were spent Canyoning!

During the first month my time was spent between exploring
Sydney, the Blue Mountains and work. At work | had taken over
an IT Tp of almost 40 Diggers and a Sgt. The IT tradesmen are
nicknamed Geeks and so everyone referred to my Tp as Geek
troop. In this first month | got to know the Tp quite well and got
to qualify on their computer systems and an array of weapons.
We had PT every morning, except Wednesday which was sports
afternoon. | quickly discover ed nearly all Australians are rubbish
at footy and | couldn’ t play Australian rules. At the end of the
first month my Tp was deploying on ex for 4 weeks, first
supporting the Div HQ and 17 Bde HQ. We were using a building
with some existing infrastructur e for the Div HQ and tents
surrounding it for some of the bdes while other bdes wer e set up
at another location around the country. After setting up the tents
and establishing comms the Tp was then left in the hands of the
Sgt to run, while | and another Tp Comd from 17 Sig Regt
became Comms Duty Officers (CDO). This was basically a desk
in the HQ where the staff would go with any pr oblems. Here |
would log the issues and set the appr opriate people to sort them
out. This may have been a civilian manager for the internal
infrastructure or the satcom det for the satellite bridge or the
diggers if it was a programming problem on the machines. As
well as this we had to set up for the Comd’ s briefs and
conferences. As part of ex play there was a fictional British
contingent and | was asked to play the LO to the Australians,
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which allowed me to brief the Div Comd and his staf f 3 times a
day along with the Int Officer. The ex was a great success and |
personally learned a lot of how their HQs interact.

Ex LONG LOOK at Amd Forward HQ

After returning from Brisbane, the rest of the 17 Sig Regt
subalterns returned from a course they had been attending. This
left me free to take over the training of the Mil Skills team with
Sgt Pete Neles who had just transferred over. Between us, we
taught some lessons in barracks and we wer e able to take them
out into the field for a week. I'm pleased to say that my team
then won the competition. Ex LONG LOOK is a superb
development opportunity that | seized with both hands. | highly
recommend volunteering for it.

EXERCISE IRON TIGER 08 - by LCpl Kelk

On Friday 31 October a group of 17 budding divers and some of
their staff paraded at 202 Sig Sqgn offices for a diving expedition
to Malta, under their courageous and dashing leader, Lt Wallace .

The group left on their travels to Luton Airport, wher e they met
their instructors, Mr Roy Evans and WO1(YofS) Paul Rowlands .
The entire group, including the instructors had to help Lt Wallace
check his over sized collar into the excess baggage desk befor e
the airline staff would let us set of f on our merry way. After
arriving at Luga Airport in Malta and managing to check out Lt
Wallace’s collar, we moved via minibus to the self catering
apartments, which were to be our home for the next week. We
received the initial briefs followed by some limited r ecce of the
local sights and locations, with SSgt Thisby and LCpl Kelk
making a noticeable impression on and with the local expat
community.

The first dive was into a small swimming pool. LCpl DeGabriele
queried if the 3m x 6m pool was going to have any “sharks or
dangerous fish in it!” Thankfully Maj Green took him under his
wing to explain the error of his ways. This was the first time that
most of the students had experienced diving so ther e was a
steep curve to climb. The group spent half the day in the pool
and the other half in the classroom where the instructors had to
get across A-Level Physics concepts to some people that hadn’ t
passed GCSE Science.

The first day of diving was noticeable for Sig Gurton and
Jamieson’ s disappointment and shock to find that ther e was no
sand on this beach, only rocks, which for some r eason ruined
their attempts at tanning. However this did not deter Sig Pittam
and Kirkham who, whether rain, wind or shine, took their tops of f
attempting to catch the odd ray — or a glance fr om the locals.

The next few days the group spent their time travelling to various
locations, diving for the day and then r eviewing their development
with some self and group evaluation in the evening; always being
fully supported by 2Lt Wilson and Cpl Char nock who were
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setting the example and taking the lead. The second to last night
was spent celebrating the Qualifications people had r eceived. It
was a wonderful sight as Lt Wallace turned up to a packed
restaurant dressed in a small girls t-shirt, a pair of Sig Emily
Gurton’ s pj shorts, cow boy hat and a handbag. Also noted was
Maj Green who made the kind of fer to buy everyone in the group
a drink! Clearly this expedition was a once in a life time
experience for many of the participants. Even though ther e was a
late night and early start the next day everyone tur ned up looking
smart for the Remembrance Parade in the capital, Valetta. Here
we looked on as the Maltese Army and RAF put on a parade. We
were later invited to join the RAF in laying a wreath outside the
Bell Tower on the coastline in Valetta where Sig Bebb also laid a
wreath in remembrance.

206 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj L W esterman
SSM WO2 Yendell

EXERCISE IRON TRIANGLE 2008 - by 2Lt Cyrus Karumba

This was a joint regimental and 3 Div HQ ex that took place on
Old Carter Barracks, which many found to be close to home; it
was literarily a stone throw away from camp. The ex consisted of
4 phases, each lasting a week. Phase 1 was the PACEX week,
which involved preparing all the vehicles and comms equipment
for the ex. Of particular note was Sgt Webb who did an excellent
job in reconfiguring the Switching Centrals, and most importantly
redecorating the LAD garage door!

The second week started with Sgn level military training centr ed
on the defence of a comms site, and despite the dif ficult
surroundings of the site, the tr oops performed very well.
Highlights were FofS Musgr ove leading the enemy team dressed
in full ‘dish dash’; he clearly has too much time of f working on
fancy dress. Mid week, 206 Sqn started the 3 Div Main HQ build,
a rather claustrophobic and slow start due to many new faces,
me included. Luckily, with the help of our veteran DRASH
experts, Capt Northridge , SSgt Duplock and Sgt Stephenson
we finally
erected the
enormous HQ,
which took

accommodation tent! In summary, the Sqn accomplished a great
deal and identified some valuable lessons which can be
implemented in time for the next bout of exs in 2009.

EXERCISE ALWAYS REMEMBERED

Remembrance Sunday is always a sombre occasion, especially
for the Armed Forces. We are not just remembering the previous
generations’ fallen but also our own colleagues and friends. In
this mood, 206 Sig Sgn embarked on a weekend of fundraising,
reflection, remembrance and entertainment in Sunderland.

Sgt Stephenson has now organised Ex ALWAYS REMEMBERED
for the 3rd successive year and each one has built on the
previous year’s success and got better and better. Twenty five
soldiers and officers of all ranks travelled 400 miles north and
were warmly welcomed into the Low Fell Cricket Club that would
be our home for the next few days. The aim of the weekend was
to raise money for the ‘Help for Her oes’ charity and it kicked of f
on Friday with a raffle of prizes kindly donated by, amongst
others, Sunderland AFC, Durham CCC and the legendary umpire
Dickie Bird. Interspersed within the entertainment Mrs Pat

Long, mother of Cpl Paul Long RMP killed in Irag in 2003 gave a
heartfelt talk about her son. Whilst Cpl Duncan Moyse AAC,
injured in Iraq in 2005 talked about how ‘Help for Her oes’ are
helping wounded soldiers once they have returned from ops.

Half time approached, and we spent Saturday morning in South
Shields rattling tins amongst the local populous while selling of f a
number of complimentary tickets for the after noon’s Premiership
clash between Sunderland and Portsmouth. After conducting
pre-season training back at camp, Cpl Gillar d marched the Sgn
round the pitch at the Stadium of Light to the Corps Mar ch, while
receiving a standing ovation from 37,000 football supporters. We
followed this up by forming a Guar d of Honour for the players to
enter the pitch and subsequently watched the match fr om behind
the goal.

On Sunday, we converged for a half time team talk at the South
Shields Mayor’s office in preparation for the Remembrance Day
Parade. We
marched
through the
town centre

about 60 hours. along with
veterans,

In the final week local TA units
we entered into and sea
a routine, cadets in
leaving skeleton order to show
manning at Old our respects.
Carter Barracks
in order to As the final
prepare for RSIT whistle blew
which would be on the
taking place a weekend, the
week after the Sgn
ex. Iltwas a embarked on
busy week for the long
all, especially journey home
the troops and were
involved in able to reflect
supporting the ona
Staff Officers successful
during the ex. weekend
As we all know, which will live
an ex is not the long in the
same without memory as
inclement being hugely
weather. Troops enjoyable but
witnessed an 18 most
X 24 tent take importantly
off and morale | having raised
sunk when they | £3000 for
realised that it ‘Help for
was their Sgt Stephenson and others inside the Stadium of Light Heroes'.
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7th SIGNAL REGIMENT

ELMPT

CO Lt Col NJ Makepeace
RSM WO1(RSM) M McDonald

The last few months have been a busy period for 7 Sig Regt as
we completed our pr eparations for the forthcoming Op HERRICK
tour. Key training activities in January 2009 included moral
component training at Chur ch House and the confirmatory final
ex, Ex WOODLAND FORTITUDE The final ex was the
culmination of 7 months of Special to Arms and military skills
training.

In addition to those mandated training r equirements laid down by
HQ LAND, our priority has been to concentrate from a basic
military skills perspective, on ensuring we can add value in any of
the many locations that we will find ourselves. A particular focus
has been placed on casualty handling, weapon skills and range
work and detainee handling and searching. In total almost 100
Team Medics have been trained in the last 6 months. Driver
training and vehicle patrol tactics have also been a major feature
of our training, particularly for those members of the MT Tp
deploying to Kabul. The use of loan vehicles, including Saxon
and Snatch has been invaluable in adding realism to our training.

By mid-February 2009 half of the unit will have deployed on Op
HERRICK, the remainder left behind at Javelin Barracks, as the
Germany Based Element (GBE), to continue with the provision of
ICS support to ARRC exs. Additionally, the GBE will have a remit
to deploy as part of the NATO Reaction Force (NRF) should the
need arise. The GBE comprises mostly of 232 Sig Sgn and a
large slice of Sp Sgn.

An interesting 6 months surely lies ahead and we will report back
in words and pictures in The Wire.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

oC Maj R Pye
SSM WO2(SSM) N Elliot

This has been a month of change for Sp Sqgn, with the majority of
personnel deploying on Op HERRICK in support of the
Regimental deployment whilst still maintaining our ex
commitments as part of the GBE element staying behind. W e
have also seen the deployment of LCpl Redgar d-Siler to
Corsham in support of curr ent ops. On a brighter note, we would
like to welcome Cpl Charlton to the Sgn; we wish you all the
best in your endeavours within the Sqgn. Finally we would like to
extend warm congratulations to the family of LCpl Hollis on the
arrival of their baby daughter, Annabelle .

EXERCISE JAVELIN FORTITUDE - by LCpl Zephirin

With the up and coming deployment to Afghanistan, members of
7 Sig Regt were put through their paces with an intensive week
long trade ex to help prepare them for their roles in theatre on OP
HERRICK. NES Tp was to provide both the location and the
expertise for the instruction of the IS Engineers and the Systems
Engineers. Each trade class was split down into syndicates and
given a programme of multiple stands ranging from JOCS to TCP
I/P.

| was involved in the JOCS training, where we provided
mentoring for the students as they undertook the JOCS training
disk and assessment. Also within the main part of NES Tp a
Systems Engineering syndicate was learning the complex
workings of the Promina Multiplexers and Avaya Telephone
exchanges that they will be expected to manage in theatr e.

Elsewhere, people were setting up numerous satellite terminals in
an effort to hone their skills in reducing time and eradicating

12

minor errors from their performance. There was expert CISCO
training delivered by Sgt Fincham from 16 Sig Regt and the Tp's
very own Sgt Mick W orsnop was involved in teaching the
complexities of IP management and subnetting.

Although long hours were involved throughout the week, it was a
thoroughly enjoyable experience giving those not involved in the
deployment the chance to contribute to this vital r egimental
tasking. It also allowed us JNCOs to sharpen and perfect our
instructional skills as well as boosting our confidence in our ability
to possibly act as reserves should the need arise.

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION - by Cpl Bourne

Sp Sqn entered the month of December in anticipation of the
annual Christmas function — a night of legendary reputation. It
was decided to hold the event in Shannon’ s function room this
year.

The main attraction of
a bucking reindeer
proved to be popular
and it was well tested.
Numerous competitors
sat astride the beast
with the aim of
claiming top dog at
the rodeo. Personal
bests were set and
broken with my own
time clocking in at a
mightily impressive —
yes, | am a picture of
modesty — 21
seconds. Although
this was not the best
time of the night, | feel
it deserved a mention

as | was the only
person really interested The popular bucking reindeer at the
in that sort of thing. Christmas Function

Thankfully, the highly skilled Christmas function committee
headed by SSqgt Ellis intended to serve the buffet after everybody
had been annihilated by the bucking reindeer. After a few games
of “let’s see if it really is all you can eat”, people were suddenly
attracted by the ever increasing sounds of the disco. The dance
floor suddenly resembled a scene form an Andrew Lloyd

Webber musical with people busting out their best moves all over
the place. There were even some keenly contested dance-of fs
(Sig Crawley ) and some very surprising movers and groovers
(Maj Fowler ).

All'in all it was a great night that nicely set the Sgn on the run up
to Christmas leave. There were many things that | took away from
the night such as: Who was Santa? Why did the reindeer
disappear at the same time as him? | also learned the important
fact of never underestimating someone older than you in a
dance-off. Finally, | would like to give Sig Taylor a special
mention for her eventful attempt on the bucking r eindeer.

ADVENTURE TRAINING IN AMERICA - by LCpl Forknall

Thanks to a lot of work put in by Sgt Mark Armstr ong, the LAD
managed to pull off 3 weeks of Adventure Training in the USA,
doing some arduous hill walking ending in 3 days R&R in Las
Vegas. The trip kicked off with a flight from Dusseldorf to Detroit,
before continuing on to Salt Lake City and with the clock
continually going back the further we travelled, that Satur day
lasted almost 32 hours.
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LCpl Culliford sitting above Confluence Overlook, Canyonlands

We spent the first few days in a hotel, sorting out the initial
administration. We then travelled to the first of the 3 National
Parks we would be visiting; Canyonlands. Three days of walking
various trails ensued, where we had the chance to see the
Colorado River and Kolob Arch, returning back to the same camp
site every night. Another day of travelling followed in or der to
reach Zion National Park. Here we had the opportunity to
complete a day of Canyoneering in the Zion Narrows, climb the
renowned ‘Angels Landing’ trail and complete the epic W est Rim
Trail. We concluded our visit to Utah with a few hours spent
either quad or mountain biking. Next stop was the Grand Canyon
National Park. There was a significant difference in each of the
parks; this one was noticeably cooler with mor e forestation. The
penultimate day of walking was planned to be a 24mile tr ek from
the North to the South rim of the Canyon, with the walk starting
at 0500hrs. Luckily the weather favoured us and we completed
the walk in just under 9hrs. The majority then took a well-ear ned
rest in the bar, apart from me who was underage and Sgt Jason
Townsend because they wouldn’t accept his ID — even though
he’s in his thirties!

Group photo below Druid’ s Arch, Canyonlands

We then headed towards Las Vegas and passed by the Hoover
Dam on our travels for our R&R. Thanks to excellent organising,
the help from our leaders Sgts John Ryan and Jason Whitehead
and our on-hand chef Dan the trip was thor oughly enjoyed by all.

229 (BERLIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj D Rawlinson
SSM WO2(SSM) J Love

229 Sig Sgn has had a very busy period lately. The Germany
Based Element, Brandenburg Tp, is now under comd of 232 Sig
Sqgn and are preparing for their upcoming ARRC exs. The rest of
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the Sqgn continues to prepare for deploying on Op HERRICK.
Both Special to Arm and military training have continued thr ough
January, culminating in the Regimental Confirmatory Ex. The
Reacher crew has been the first to deploy and left for Kabul in
mid-January.

The Sgn has welcomed 2Lt Lois Exell who takes over comd of
Brandenburg Tp. All the best to SSgt Tez Blakeley , who leaves
the Sgn and the Army after 22 years of service in the Royal
Signals.

KABUL ICS TROOP

Tp OC Capt S Lifton
Tp SSgt SSgt L Rickar d

CONFIRMATORY TRAINING EXERCISE - by Sig Wilson

On Monday 12 January 2009, the deploying element of 7 Sig
Regt was up at the crack of dawn (0530hrs to be pr ecise!) to
embark on a long arduous week of training in pr eparation for our
upcoming deployment on Op HERRICK.

Both Monday and Tuesday consisted of 10 stands which r evised
us in subjects we had covered on OPTAG and during our pre-
deployment training. LCpl ‘Scotty’ Drysdale did an amazing
impression of a local woman during the prisoner sear ch lesson
and conducting Op BARMA training in the snow pr oved
interesting!

We covered training in ECM, had an overview of the EOD
equipment used in theatre and fired pistols. Cpl ‘Swede’
Roberts taught a very proficient TACSAT lesson and we covered
Bowman too.

On Wednesday and Thursday we were split down into our
respective trade groups to gain experience on the kit we had
trained on during our pre-deployment courses; a useful revision
before we see it again in theatre.

Friday was the final confirmation day. We had an ex in a
makeshift FOB built on the airfield and we wer e split down into
roles such as the JOC, QRF and Force Protection. Throughout
the ex we had to deal with IED explosions and enemy attacks,
which gave us all a chance to practise our skills and drills. The
Regt pulled out all of the stops on this ex, even bringing in r eal
amputees to act as casualties, which really put into perspective
what we could face on tour. The day finished with a field service,
where one Sig from each Sgn got to embarrass themselves in
front of everyone with shocking attempts to draw a ‘Jimmy’ in
whipped cream on an MFO box.

All in all, it was a really good week and we are now all looking
forward to deploying and using our training for r eal.

231 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj P Muir
SSM WO2(SSM) L Linton

TRAINING IN THE FOB - by Sig McPherson

Starting at some ungodly hour, the mighty 1 Sect was the first to
attend the simulated FOB location. W e were split further into
groups consisting of For ce Protection, QRF 1 and QRF 2. Force
Protection took their places ar ound the FOB, ‘stagging-on’,
guarding the gate and generally patrolling around. QRF 1 and 2
were doing what they do best; drinking cof fee and hoping not to
be called out.

But of course this was an ex, so it was not long befor e we had
the first incident. Two men had been reported as being at the
bottom gate on mobile phones, pointing and generally looking
suspicious as they walked by. We immediately deployed to the
scene and were obviously scary enough as they ran away! A
short while later an elderly man had approached the gate only to
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be stopped by our elite and on-the-ball for ce protection. Through
the use of a translator, he said he wanted compensation as we
had blown up his house and his family wer e homeless — fair point!
As he left, there was an incident at the bottom gate and QRF 2
were crashed out to the suspected sighting of an RPG.

With that all over, | was just about to sit back down and it all
kicked off again. Bang! There were gunshots and shouting
coming from the front gate and we reacted immediately — should
be the Immediate Reaction Force really — taking our places as
Charlie and Delta fire teams. We were about to move when a
vehicle pulled up full of injured personnel. We opened the door
and | got a shock; we wer e instantly covered with blood as
puddles of it pour ed onto the floor. We pulled the casualties out
of the vehicle and began to treat them as quickly as we could —
we should have paid more attention to Cpl Potts’ casualty lesson
on Monday.

Usually, for ex purposes, we fold a leg back and use some
‘squirty blood’ to simulate an amputee, so you can imagine
everyone’s shock when we realised that the men we were treating
were real amputees. | looked over to see a person on the floor
who was a double amputee, missing an arm and a leg and he
was covered in blood and screaming. | could not believe it, as it
was all so real. | was then sent to deal with a man sitting on the
floor talking to himself. He was in total shock so | r eassured him
and took him into hard cover with the other 3 casualties.

After putting on first field dr essings and giving further pain relief,
we carried all 4 casualties, fully grown men and not so skinny, to
the HLS to be flown to hospital. All those fir emans-lift exercises
that we deemed pointless in PT were being put to good use as
we threw the casualties onto our backs and ran as fast as our
legs would carry us towar ds the landing strip. Once we got ther e
we made the casualties as comfortable as possible and
positioned ourselves in all-round defence. The helicopter came
and they were flown to the nearest hospital thus ending the very
realistic serial.

Once we had cleaned the ‘blood’ of f, it sank in how well we had
dealt with each of the intensely realistic serials. | now feel | could
deal with a real-time conflict situation much better; a very
worthwhile ex.

232 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj C Russell
SSM WO2(SSM) G Revell

There have been a lot of new faces around 232 Sig Sqn this
month, with a warm welcome being extended to all those fr om
229 and 231 Sig Sqns who will be spending the next 6 months
with us. LCpl Condr on has returned to the Sgn after a
productive time spent at the Corsham Hub. Sadly a lot of familiar
faces have also moved on, with Sig Hardy off to sun himself in
Cyprus and Sgt Flannagan getting familiar with the penguins
down in the Falklands Islands. LCpls Carlton and Smith, and
Sigs Taylor, Travis and Abraham are also off to new postings
and 232 Sig Sqgn wishes them all the best for the futur e.

LEADERSHIP AT CHURCH HOUSE - by 2Lt A Lewis

A cross-section of the Regt's comd element took their seats
ready for 2 days and 2 nights of leadership-dir ected discussions
at Crossed Keys House in Lubekke. | expected a rather generic
leadership workshop exploring the moral, physical and
conceptual component but we got much mor e than that. The
House has an interesting and sinister past as its previous
incarnations were as a Hitler Youth Hostel and the Waffen SS
Leibenstandarte HQ. The centre was built specifically for the
training of the Hitler Jugend and one was always very awar e of its
history due to the strong features in the lecture rooms and
Gallery(!).

The first night gave a brief introduction to the 2-day package by
our very own Padre Feltham-White , who organised and led the
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visit. The night was rounded off with a pub quiz, convincingly
won by the Cpls’ Mess.

Unquestionably, the best part of the package for everyone was
the talk by Rudi Oppenheimer , a holocaust survivor of the
Bergen-Belsen Camp. This quite remarkable 77 year old Jewish
man captivated the audience in its entir ety with his equally grim
and insightful story. He told his unique experience as he and his
brother Paul had seen it unfold and totally blind to the truth as
young boys.

Rudi and Paul were living in the Netherlands when they were
taken to Bergen-Belsen where they lived in an area of the camp
which held so-called ‘Exchange Jews’; those Jews whom the
Nazis believed they could ‘trade’ for captur ed Germans. Although
these Exchange Jews didn’t get their heads shaved, were allowed
to wear their own clothes and keep a suitcase of personal
belongings, they still had to survive on a mug of br own liquid for
breakfast, a turnip for lunch and an inch and a half of bread for
supper. Conditions were dire and when a typhus epidemic br oke
out in camp, transmitted by lice which wer e rife, many people
died.

Rudi did a fantastic job in illustrating his time working, living and
surviving in the camp. He spoke truthfully. He'd delved and
confronted himself on certain very difficult situations he'd faced
as a young boy. We saw and touched the yellow star that all
Jewish people were forced to wear.

The presentations were made complete by the story of 85 year
old Dr Gordon Walter. As a newly graduated GP, Dr Walter and
90-odd others headed out on to the continent 5 weeks befor e the
end of the war. He entered Bergen-Belsen on its liberation and
he and the other medical staff dealt with cases by the hundr eds,
not by the individual. He spoke of the smell and the eerie
birdsong. He too gave an incredibly honest and poignant
account of his time there. He spoke of how he and his
colleagues had “pulled the shutters down” on this encounter until
5 years ago.

Their stories were factual and breathtaking, yet we were all struck
by the humanity and humility of their histories. It was quite an
honour to be able to hear their stories first-hand and to be able to
talk to them afterwards.

We had further lectures on stress, with some interesting test
results, operational responsibility and a leadership discussion
focussed on concer ns for the upcoming deployment of HERRICK
10. It was a relief that we held the same fears for the tour and
the same faith in our people and system. It raised fr esh issues
and themes that differed from the leadership discussions I'd
encountered at RMAS. It called upon the wealth of experience
and the vast range of job types and people that wer e in the room,
providing some of the less experienced with the confidence that
everyone was apprehensive, yet willing.

All participants left Libekke feeling overwhelmed by Rudi's and

Dr Walter’'s experiences. I'm sure those deployed will think often
of the inspirational pair and of how they lear nt to overcome their
extreme challenges and remained humane and humorous.

NORDIC SKIING - by Lt Wilmore

7 Sig Reg made a foray into the world of Nor dic Skiing this
season. A team of complete novices prepared for the 1 (UK)
Armd Div Championships with 2 weeks training in the home of
the sport in Norway.

For some, the new method of movement acr oss snow and up
snow-covered slopes came with relative ease, while for others it
was not quite a case of ‘fish to water’, nevertheless all persisted.
By the end of the training everyone was a competent skier and
had mastered the slick weapon drills that ar e needed in the
Biathlon events. It wasn't all hard phys and training though, and
Sigs Rourke , Hennis and Clark took the opportunity to indulge
in Nordic culture with a sauna followed by a naked plunge into
the - 20°C snow outside.
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For the actual competition in France, the team enter ed as novices
amongst a good field of other novice and expert teams. The
competition amongst teams was hot on the snow with blood,

guts and snot in great abundance as the athletes crossed finish
lines, having given it their all.

In the team there was also a good healthy competition for the top
spot, but you would have to speak to Sig Abraham and Sig Gill
in person about the final results because the debate still rages on.
Overall, it was an excellent experience for all in a great physical
sport that lets you push your boundaries as an athlete. Bring on
the next ski season where we are sure to be nipping at the heels
of some of the big boys.

Lt Wilmore taking aim

The starting line for the 10km relay
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CO Lt Col SL Copley through both theatres, tackling major infrastructur e projects and
RSM WO1(RSM) K Rayson of course 600 Tp providing both the UK Hub for theatr e links and

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS

There are a lot of niche and specialist regts and units within the
Corps but we reckon that 10 Sig Regt takes the biscuit when it
comes to sheer diversity and geographical distribution. It can be
described in this way: 10 Sig Regt is one Regt, spread over 2
Regional Divs and 3 Regional Bdes in 4 Major Locations,
commanding 5 Sqgns, delivering 6 unique capabilities to 7
specific ops, utilising mor e than 8 different primary equipments.

For those left scratching their heads and still think that 10 Sig
Regt mans a couple of Comcens and | know that you ar e out
there, here is some clarification:

4 Major Locations — Corsham (RHQ and 241 Sig Sqn),
Aldershot (251 Sig Sqn), Northem Ireland (225 and 233 Sig Sqn),
Wilton (243 Sig Sqgn) — and a London Ops Office (2 persons and

dog)

6 Capability Ar eas — UK Ops (251 Sig Sqn), ECM (FP) (225 Sig
Sqn), Telemechs (241 Sig Sqgn), Close and General Sp to HQs
LF/NI (233 and 243 Sig Sqgn), Ceremonials (638 Tp 251 Sig Sqn),
UK Hub (600 Tp, 243 Sig Sgn)

7 Operations — BANKNOTE, BASILISK, COMPASS, HERRICK,
TELIC, BALKANS and HELVETIC

Over 8 Equipments — Tyndale, IRT, Airwave, Locksmith, Nicking,
Hampshire, Ptarmigan, Promina, VTC, SATCOM.

The Regt is currently permanently committed to ops with soldiers
from 225 Sig Sgn (ECM(FP)) poviding training and support in
both theatres. 241 Sig Sqgn cycling surge teams for 8 week stints
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providing Level 3 support into theatre. 233 and 243 have full
time roles supporting busy and changing HQs with HQ NI folding
into 38 Bde and HQLF girding itself for a move to Andover under
HYPERION, both of which impact the Sqns’ ORBA Ts.

With this diversity, we are doing our Wire notes a bit differently
this time and are focussing on a couple of Sqns at a time. This
is no way detracts from the busy and challenging activities in the
other Sgns but means they can wax lyrical for longer in the next
issue. This time round it's 233 and 251’s turn with a short report
from the Regt's Ex MERCURY GLACIERteam.

233 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Owen Finnie
AISSM SSgt Sean Renforth

This is 233 Sig Sqn’s swan song in Wire terms, although we only
reformed in August 2007, it will have been mothballed by the next
issue of The Wire and the remaining Tp’s worth of capability,
assets and manpower will be re-subordinated under 243 Sig Sgn
as Alpha Tp. A review of the tasks outstanding in NI from the
heady days of 15 Sig Regt and 3 x Bde Sig Sqgns has left behind
a small number of niche roles that until full normalisation is
reached will be retained. However the size of the commitment
no longer justifies a Sqn HQ, so the OC has been packed off on a
Op Tour to HERRICK. The new Tp will be small but perfectly
formed.

Despite the main effort being focussed on the drawdown, the Sgn
has remained fully engaged in supporting NI close and general
tasks under the leadership of the A Tp Comd, Capt Jim Skimins .
We have also been active in local community engagement with
Cpl Broderick supporting cadet training with a team fr om the
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Sgn and the Tp also setting up recruiting and information stands
at local job fairs. We have also hosted a former member of the
Sgn, Mr Reynolds who used to be a Rigger Storeman during Op
BANNER and his wife.

LOUGH NEAGH BIKE CHALLENGE - by Cpl McNeal

As part of the Sqn’s Community Engagement initiative, the Sqn’s
latest charity event was to raise money for 2 local Schools,
Harmony Hill Primary School and St Patrick’s Primary School.
Both of which teach childr en of members of the Squadron. Cpl
‘Pottsy’ Potts came up with the idea of cycling ar ound Lough
Neagh, a lake that sits within 5 of the 6 counties that make up NI.
It seemed only fair that since it was his bright idea, he should
organise and take part in the event. After 2 months of
applications, route selection and requesting permission from the
Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) the event was given the
go ahead.

The day it was due to take place the PSNI informed the Sgn not
to go ahead with the event on the course planned due to an
increased security threat. With the smoothness and flexibility of
true professionals, an alternative plan was hatched. The event
was moved into the gym wher e Cpl Potts ’ bike was attached to a
turbo trainer and the Gym staff sectioned off and lined up the
exercise bikes in front the TV screens. Each bike was to
complete 100 miles to simulate travelling around Lough Neagh,
with Cpl Potts taking on the full distance on his own bike. Cpl
Potts finished in just under 5 hrs and the bike teams completed
the distance on the exercise bikes in 6 hours 28 minutes. The
day was a great event for the Sqn and the local community . The
Schools benefited with a share of the £780 raised by the Sgn
which they will put towar d an equality and diversity initiative.
Both Principals were delighted with the contributions fr om the
Sqn over the year, as the funding for this project between the
schools has been cut and the fundraising ef forts have allowed
this to continue.

GOC 2 DIVISION VISIT

The Sgn continues to attract its fair shar e of high level visitors
which have included GOC Theatre Troops and GOC 2 Div in the
same month. Maj Gen D McDowalls’ visit was particularly
memorable as he accepted a challenge from LCpl Cal Davey to
a “speed typing” test after informing the Sqgn that he was an ex-
RTG. After feigning ignorance on the lay out of the key board,
the GOC settled himself into the chair and began to type. It was
all over in seconds and the GOC soundly thrashed LCpl Davey
much to the enjoyment of Comd 38 () Bde, his staff and the Sqgn.

Brig Norton and Maj Gen McDowall celebrate his victor y over
LCpl ‘Cal’ Davey
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251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj A Crapper
SSM WO2 East

The Sgn have been working hard to get Tyndale into service.
Tyndale provides RLI and SLI into the field and is used for UK
Ops. To this end it comes in a civilianised package and sees 251
deploying the white van men! It has been a long time coming
into service and still has some fragility but it has been
successfully deployed on accr editation exs with perhaps wider
utility in the medium term. It might not be gr een but it deployed
alongside 3 Div HQ on the Staff College Demo and attracted a lot
of interest from both the Corps and other Arms alike.

LORD MAYOR’S SHOW

The Lord Mayor’s Show is the annual grand procession which
takes place through the streets of London to celebrate the newly
elected Lord Mayor of the city of London. The tradition is about
800 years old and is a unique combination of state pr ocession,
military parade and carnival. Over the years, it has become a
larger and more colourful event and it is more informal than the
majority of ceremonial events.

On the early morning of 8 November 08 at 0430hrs, 638(L) Tp
with attached members from 1 Tp and 2 Tp, departed from
Ordnance Barracks, Aldershot to Haber dashers’ Hall, London for
breakfast where the Pageant Master briefed us on the
responsibilities and sequence of events. Then we reported to our
marshals and marched to our respective positions with them.
Our mission was to provide ICS support to the Lord Mayor's
show to ensure the safe and efficient control of vehicles and
personnel throughout the duration of the event.

Cpl Jones on duty at the Lord Mayor’s Show

At 1100hrs, the show started at Mansion House as a 3 mile long
procession of approximately 6,000 people alongside carriages,
marching bands, floats and other vehicles wound thr ough 1.7
miles of streets of the City to the Royal Court of Justice wher e
the 681st Lord Mayor, lan Luder took an oath of allegiance to the
Monarch. After an hour lunch break, the procession returned via
Victoria Embankment to Mansion House at about 1400hrs. During
the event, thousands of people wer e lined up along the streets
shouting, cheering and waving despite heavy rain — in fact the
rain poured throughout the day. The event was also televised live
by the BBC to a worldwide audience. The day culminated at
1700hrs with a grand fireworks display launched from a barge on
the River Thames, located between Waterloo and Blackfriars
bridges. Needless to say, by the end of the day we were wet and
cold but it was a wonderful experience to be involved with.
Finally, we were kindly served with a curry in Mansion House
before rushing back to Aldershot to pr epare for Remembrance
Sunday the next day.
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STATE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT

The State Opening of Parliament is the largest routine ceremonial
tasking in the Regt's calendar when HM The Queen opens
Parliament to mark the official start of the parliamentary session.
It usually takes place in October or November every year.
However this year, it took place on 3 December 08 and 638(L) Tp
with attached personnel from 1 Tp and 2 Tp departed from
Ordnance Barracks, Aldershot to W ellington Barracks, London at
0530hrs for the final ceremonial preparation before deploying to
their respective tasks.

Our mission was to provide ICS support to the State Opening of
Parliament, provide and sustain robust and flexible comms,
control the gun salute at Green Park in order to ensure Comd and
Control and situational awareness throughout the event. By
0830hrs, the Ops Room was set up and comms established in
Horse Guards Ops Room. By 1010hrs, all the street liners, fitting
teams and troops from half company were on their respective
positions to carry out their task. Though the weather was cold,
large crowds were gathered along the route to cheer and applaud
the processions.

Finally, the procession began at 1045hrs. It consisted of the
Crown Procession, with a Regalia Escort, followed by the
Queen’s Procession with a Sovereign Escort of Household
Cavalry. The procession departed from Buckingham Palace to the
Sovereign’s Entrance of the Palace of Westminster following the
route of the Mall, Horse Guards Road, Whitehall, and Parliament
Street. Capt Curtis , OC 638(L) Tp, who was acting as the timing
controller to give the final instructions to SSgt Owen in Green
Park to fire the guns, was patiently waiting for the Queen’s
carriage at the 3rd floor of Victoria Tower. On seeing the Queen’s
foot touch the carpet in the Sover eign’s Entrance, she
immediately gave the order to fire the guns in Green Park. On
receiving the order, a 41 Gun Royal Salute was fired by King's Tp
RHA from Green Park. At 1215hrs, the Queen’s Procession
followed by the Crown Procession returned to Buckingham
Palace from the Palace of Westminster.

Then, slowly but proudly, the troops marched off back to their
respective barracks from their positions following the successful
completion of their duty . At 1400hrs, Maj Shakespear e, London
Ops Officer and WO2(YofS) Owen, London Ops YofS, debriefed
us on the outcome of the ceremony. To mark the successful end
of winter ceremonials, most of us then went to Covent Gar den to
refresh ourselves with a couple of drinks befor e heading back to
Aldershot on the train.

EXERCISE BASILISK WINTER TEARS 2009

The ex began with members of 225, 243 and 251 Sig Sqgns
undertaking a 100% personal kit check. Pls wer e inspected and
marks were deducted for any items of equipment missing. At
0300hrs the next day, we travelled to the Royal Marines
Commando Training Centre at Lympstone. We attempted the
Endurance Asslt Course, which included a 3 mile course that
involved crawling through tunnels and the notorious sheep dip
followed by a 4 mile tab back to the camp.
B - 5 - | 4
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Cpl Haddrell and LCpl Thomas at the sheep dip
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The next day we found ourselves in a synchronized swimming
lesson from the Great British Olympic team. Each pl had to
perform a routine and was marked by the Olympic Coach. Lt
Grande’s PI narrowly won this. We later deployed to the field by
Chinook. While out on the training area, we participated in night
navigation, command tasks and survival training with 264 Sig
Sqn. The survival training included how to build shelters and lay
traps. We also learned how to skin and cook animals which we
practised on chickens prior to competing between Pls in a ‘Ready
Steady Cook’ competition.

OC 251 samples the troops’ Ready Steady Cook offerings

The final part of the ex was an escape and evasion scenario,
where the troops were put into green boiler suits and only
allowed a map and a button compass — not helpful as it had
begun to go dark. We were dropped off in locations unknown to
us and had to get to 2 checkpoints. In our way was a hunter
force including tracker dogs fr om 101 Log Bde. The ex consisted
of fresh surprises and new skills being learned. Adam Beckley
was awarded Best Soldier for the ex and Cpl Ronald De-Bique
was awarded the Bad Admin Trophy for the second consecutive
year.

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER — THE CORPS ALPINE
SNOWSPORTS CHAMPIONSHIPS

Ex MERCURY GLACIER is the annual Royal Signals Snowsports
Championships incorporating the disciplines of Alpine skiing and
snowboarding. For the 11th consecutive year teams from
Regular and TA Signals units made the trip to the resort of Zell
Am See in Austria and the Kitsteinhorn Glacier that nestles
amongst the peaks some 3000m above sea level, to train and
race in their respective sports. Following from a successful
Alpine Championships in 2007 where 10 Sig Regt won the overall
Team Combination title, the Alpine Ski Team was somewhat
depleted of experienced racers, with only Cpl John Howe
remaining from the 2007 team. Determined however to retain the
title at all cost, the new team line up included Capt Simon Gray ,
as team captain, Cpl Kirsten Gunn , Cpl Jimmy Pr oud and LCpl
Mark Collins .

The main aim of the camp is to develop existing race technique in
preparation for competition at Corps, Div and Army level. The
camp consists of 3 weeks intensive ski technique training, with
skiers being divided into ability gr oups and coached by volunteer
Joint Service ski instructors fr om across the Corps. Training for
the first 2 weeks took place on the Kitsteinhor n Glacier, an all
year round snow field that pr ovides a good mix for all abilities.
Conditions however did not favour us all the time, with some
days having to be abandoned as the late November weather
closed in. At the beginning of Week 3, the snow had fallen
enough for the camp to switch its training location to the lower
Schmittenhoéhe hill, only a short walk from our youth hostel
accommodation, with mor e demanding slopes and thanks to the
weather excellent snow conditions. The thir d and final week of
training begins to introduce the added element of race training,
which is where the fun starts. In almost perfect race conditions

17



and under a clear blue sky, some 80
alpine racers could be seen throwing
themselves down the slopes in the
vain attempt to practise for the
upcoming Giant Slalom and Slalom
races that followed in the Week 4.
Racing itself is the easy part; a lot of
effort goes into preparing to take your
turn on the course, and all teams
carried out their duty in assisting with
course preparations and race
officiating.

Finally, after many long days on the
snow, race week arrived. Tensions in
the camp became a lot mor e serious;
teams spent evenings in the
basement preparing skis, talking
tactics and everyone tried as best
they could to understand the FIS
seeding system! The racing itself
was completed in the truest sense of
the word, with only a small margin
separating the winners and runners
up. True grit and determination was
displayed in every race, and it was by consistent individual
performances and the smallest of margins that the team from 10
Sig Regt won both the Team Giant Slalom and in worsening ski
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conditions the Team Slalom races,
thus retaining he overall Corps
Combination title for another year.

Whilst there is a competitive side to

the championships, there is no
denying that the camaraderie formed
between teams and individuals is the
other big winner. This year more than
ever the bond of friendship within the
Corps skiing family was required after
the sad loss of Lt Charlotte Pitstra . A
fine skier with huge potential, she will
| be sorely missed by all.

Alpine ski racing is a tough sport. To
stand in the start gate and conquer
your fears requires both courage and
determination. Then, to complete the
demanding courses in testing
conditions needs physical stamina that
pushes you beyond the limits of your

The 10 Sig Regt Alpine Ski Team, Cpl Howe, Capt Gray  comfort zone. This year's
and LCpl Collins at the Army Ski Championships 2009

championship proved to test every
racer, official and all who took part

mentally, physically and emotionally. However, | am sure that
competition will be just as fier ce next year; where we hope to
make it third time lucky!

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT
(ELECTRONIC W ARFARE)
HAVERFORDWEST

CO Lt Col TJ Carmichael
RSM WO1(RSM) G Topps

223 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj S Roberts Int Corps
SSM WO2(SSM) R Howe

STAND UP 223 - by Capt Jon Hooker

On Monday 5 January 2009, the first working day of the year, a
new Sqn stood up at Brawdy . One hundred men and women
were taken from across 14 Sig Regt specifically for the purpose.
Their immediate task was to provide the starting point for the
Regt's fourth EW sgn and to train for an op deployment in 9
months time.

With the Operations Commitment Plot (OCP) throwing a 5th bde
into the cycle for Op HERRICK, this left the Regt needing to
provide for 4 out of 5 rotations, with its existing 4 field squadr ons;
the commitment to support 3 Cdo Bde r emaining with Y Sgn RM.
A new sqn therefore had to be found or created. After a certain
amount of number crunching and digging ar ound in the archives
at Blandford, it was decided that a fourth sqn could be raised
from within existing resources and would carry the name 223.
The remaining 3 field squadrons will naturally down-size and fully
manned, all 4 field sgns will eventually look extremely similar.
Gone now are the days of 245, 237 and 226 providing exclusive
support to 1 (UK) Armd Div, 3 (UK) Div and 16 Air Asslt Bde
respectively.

223 had existed as a sqn before; in fact its origins lie as a sig unit
sect in Gibraltar in 1919, growing to a sig coy after the outbr eak
of war in 1939. The sgn was named 223 Sig Sqn (Gibraltar) in
1959 before being replaced in 1962 by 642 Sig Tp. In 1967 the
Sqn reformed as 223 Sig Sqgn (Radio) at Bushfields Camp,
Winchester before amalgamating into 224 Sig Sqgn in 1976. The
‘new’ 223 takes its emblem fr om the Winchester days and the
statue of King Alfred in the town square.
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The Sgn has plenty of work ahead of it. 11 Lt Bde deploys on
ops in September 2009 and 223 are to provide their EW support;
a vital part of their for ce protection and ISTAR package. The
troops are going through their first round of training on EW and
comms equipment, while the brand new ops team is busy
planning for the first Sgn ex befor e deploying in short order on
the regimentally enabled ex that will certify it to CT2. Ex
DRAGONS TALON 11 at the end of March will certainly be a test.
The complex scenario and detailed script work will mean that the
operators and analysts will have to be on top of their game to
provide indicators and war nings, and to feed the intelligence
cycle. No less of a test will be the several high pr ofile visits due
to take place over the ex.

From then, it is in the hands of 11 Lt Bde, as it goes thr ough its
Pre-Deployment Training (PDT) motions before deployment.
There is plenty to do in the up-coming months; not only do the
troops require all of the usual ‘ticks in the boxes’ of OPT AG and
MATTS, there are the BG and Bde exs, the PDT courses, as well
as the special-to-arm EW training to conduct.

A NEW ‘SPEC OPS’ TALE - by LCpl Scott

Arriving at 14 Sig Regt, | became immediately aware of the
urgency of getting ready for the PDT that was to begin in a few
weeks time. The skills | had been taught and had practised
throughout training would become essential to my ef fectiveness
within the Sgn. | began my training in 11 Sig Regt as we all did
but there was a difference with my training compar ed to others.
| was to do the whole of the Communication Systems Operator
(CSOp) course which was to take me 24 weeks.

After the CSOp course, | began a 5 week filter course for my EW
Systems Operator job trade, more commonly known as ‘Spec
Op’. This course was intensive but no sooner had it finished than
it was off to Chicksands, wher e nothing could have prepared me
for the demanding nature of this course; not one of us ‘br eezed’
through it. Every week we were tested on what we had learnt up
to that date; if we fell behind we wer e given remedial training to
&
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catch up on what we needed to know . Ending this course in a
final practical and theory exam, we had to r ecord and analyse the
SOls to be scrutinised by our instructors. Following this, we wer e
to produce a presentation on recent conflicts to be viewed by

and presented to our OC.

Finally, | was an EW operator but the training hadn’t finished yet.
Returning to Blandford we began our MATTS straight away;
CBRN (NBC), rifle drills and shooting, BCDT and sect battle drills.
This week was the same as every soldier has to do to stay up to
date with moder n soldiering. Next | moved on to PNCO
(Potential NCO) and this would be one of the busiest and
demanding courses I've had to do in my car eer so far. Consisting
of sect battle drills, pr esentations, use of PBCSIE and of qualities
we needed to become a leader. The Physical Leadership
Development (PLD) could only be described as a ‘lick-out’ but the
hardest times were yet to come on ex. This second week was all
about leadership in the field and under str enuous situations and
how we would manage as a leader. The ex was based around
vehicle anti-ambush drills and CASEVACs, with the use of POWs
and simulated mortar attacks to make us work for our stripe.

On finishing this course | was wearing that LCpl’s stripe! In a
week | would be going to the field unit which | had been working
to get to for over a year and a half. No sooner had | arrived there
than | was sent to Leconfield to complete my C/C+E driving with
FAMMS to get through as well. This was a great course as |
gained my HGV licence out of that as well as learning to drive a
DAF at night in a convoy with no lights on.

Eventually | returned to my unit, and thought to myself that |

could take a breather from training for a few weeks but instead |
have had to prepare for an Afghanistan deployment in September,
with PDT scheduled to start in a few weeks. Since I've been at
14 Sig Regt, I've completed an Odette course and nearly finished
a course on light equipment. | was a little dubious about all the
training | have received so far; because | thought | wouldn’t need
all of it. | have to say however, that without the CSOp course, the
filter course, Chicksands, PNCO and the recent courses | have
completed | wouldn’ t be able to perform what was expected of
me.

EXPECTATIONS OF TROOP COMMAND
- by 2Lts Carnegie and Hudson

As 2 fresh-faced officers straight out of the ‘factory’, writing
about our subsequent time spent on attachment — in our case at
14 Sig Regt — before our Tp Comds Course, the great temptation
is to mention the relative relaxed reality of the ‘real Army’, the
amount of time and resources dedicated to sport and
adventurous training, the sudden first-name friendliness with
officers and the ad-hoc mess functions that come to constitute
one’s social life after hours. However, hidden amongst the haze
described above lie a number of lessons learned that we believe
will prove crucial to us as Tp Comds-in-training.

The first lesson has already been alluded to and should prove an
all-too-rare comfort for those still ir oning and polishing their way
through the 11 month Commissioning Course — life in the ‘r eal
Army’ is not like life at Sandhurst. The Commissioning Course
serves many purposes but none of them is to r eplicate the reality
of life as a trained officer, save for time spent in command
appointments in the field. Day to day, officers work to an
unwritten set of “Big Boys’ Rules”, wher e responsibility for low-
level issues such as punctuality and tur nout — pillars of the
Sandhurst experience — lies with the individual and not the over -
stressed duty cadet or the irate CSgt armed with a fistful of
AGAIs!

A further realisation that has left us somewhat surprised is the
sheer degree of ‘office work’ and multitude of issues r egarding
soldiers’ welfare that occupy the Tp Comd’ s day. Naturally, Sigs
have their own lives in addition to their car eers and it takes
compassion and pragmatism on the part of the young of ficer to
balance the needs of the Army with the needs of the soldier and
his family. The Corps prides itself on the unique variety of
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individuals who constitute it, each with his or her own unique
characteristics, thus responsibility lies with the of ficer to relate to
each and every personality on board and still maintain a cohesive
and functioning team. Furthermor e, the officer must always keep
in mind the sheer cunning and ingenuity that an experienced Sig
can show in attempting to pull the wool over the eyes of the
same young officer!

A great degree of randomness runs through the ‘Troopie’s’ daily
diary. Fortunately, life at Sandhurst simulates this well, preparing
him or her for a deluge of classic Army ‘fastballs’ at every stage
of his/her career. The “drop everything; change of plan!” way of
life naturally trains the switched-on young of ficer to maintain a
personal level of ‘notice to move’ or standing by for a lightning
bolt from somewhere deep in the Regt which demands that a no
doubt crucial task is to be completed no later than Of ficers’
Coffee. Given the lack of the proverbial enemy in this case, it
could well be said that “no plan survives contact with Sqn Ops”!

As for the job itself, namely the Army’s core business of preparing
for and deploying on ops, it is invaluable to see just how this is
conducted. Only by seeing the deployment cycle in action does
one realise the work that it generates at all levels, nowhere else
more so than at our unit in question, which as of January has just
formed its 4th frontline sqn to cope with the opl tempo. Even
before the frantic Pre-Deployment Training kicks in 6 months prior
to departure, a colossal admin machine must get to work at sgn
and tp level, acutely focussed on delivering the necessary trade
and military training to all ranks for what will be a very challenging
tour. Here especially is where the Tp Comd earns his pay;
providing a functioning team to the wider army , one which has
had its morale maintained throughout by his or her skilful
management, planning and empathy.

All of the above should highlight just how useful it can be to
attach to a Regt or Sqn for 6 weeks or mor e between finishing at
RMAS and starting continuation training at Blandfor d. That brief
period without overt lessons, we believe, naturally initiates the
young officer into a new sort of lear ning environment, different
from that experienced in the lectur e hall or in the field. Later this
month, 15 young officers (YOs) previously scattered to the four
winds of the Royal Corps of Signals will r eunite to attend the Tp
Comds Course at Blandford; each of us with dif ferent
experiences of how problems and tasks can be approached in
the future. This is in stark comparison to our contemporaries in
other Arms and Services, who merely switch from one lecture hall
to another before being unleashed, still having experienced very
little of regimental life, with full responsibility for an actual body of
soldiers, Instead, our learning environment is one where a great
degree of on-the-job self-teaching and impr ovisation is required
to get on with the task in hand, one which encourages the YO to
be robust, flexible and confident in his appr oach to whatever may
come across his desk in the course of his first posting and hit
those aforementioned fastballs out of the stadium!

226 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc Maj BJ Fitch
SSM WO2(SSM) P Hounsell

SUPPORT TO 51 SQN RAF IN OMAN - by Sig Natasha Biernis

Between March and October 2008 | was attached to 51 Sqn RAF
as a Pashto linguist, having earlier completed a long language
course. After 2 weeks’ preparation at RAF Waddington in
Lincolnshire | deployed to Seeb. Seeb is an Omani Air Force
base located on the outskirts of Muscat and it is an operating
base for the RAF's Nimrod R1, MR2 and Merlin. The Nimrod R1
provides support to units on the gr ound in Op HERRICK,
including 226 Sig Sqn, who at that time wer e deployed on
HERRICK 8.

Whilst in Seeb, my responsibilities included post-flight
transcription and analysis of inter cepts picked up during sorties
over Helmand province. | would then take inter cepts that had
been flagged up by the aircrew as “of interest”, go through them,
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and then any additional information would be put into a r eport
that was sent off to Task Force Helmand. | found the deployment
interesting and very rewarding, as | was the only Pashto linguist
employed as ground crew. During my time in Seeb | also flew on
a Nimrod R1 mission over the Musa Qalah area.

Il returned to the Regt the day the rest of the Sgn returned from
HERRICK 8. The following week the Sgn paraded in St David's
and members of the Sqn who had not alr eady received the
HERRICK medal were presented it by the Mayor of St David’s.

After POTL the Sqgn went to nearby Castlemartin for an Adventure
Training day. There was a choice of sailing, climbing or surf
kayaking; | chose surf kayaking for the first time, which was a
good laugh but also tiring. W e then entered the period before
Christmas leave, typically packed with socials. The culmination
was the Regimental Christmas Day on 17 December 2008, which
included a lovely Carol service at the cathedral in St David’'s. Our
return in January saw considerable changes to the Sgn, with
many people moving to the newly formed 223 Sig Sqn and all of
the field EW sqns dropping to just 2 tps each.

EXERCISE DEVILS BOWLER 08 — ROMEO TROOP’S
SWANSONG - by Flt Lt Justin Salmon

Romeo Tp carried out its last deployment as part of 226 Sig Sgn
in October 2008 when it sent an Analysis and Reporting team to
take part in a major NATO ex in Sardinia. The ex was designed to
trial a new reporting system for NATO electronic intelligence ops.
The Romeo Tp personnel were attached to the Czech Army’s
531st Passive System Bn at the Perdasdefogu range, providing
the Czechs with their link into this trial network. The UK
contingent also included the bof fins from the Defence Science
and Technology Laboratory, who were the lead developers of the
network and a group of observers from the RAF's 51 Sqgn.

Getting so many nations to talk to each other on this brand new
network involved many challenges and considerable multinational
cooperation and ingenuity was r equired before the network finally
came online successfully. There were all sorts of issues to
overcome, not helped by language barriers (a thick Spanish
accent over a crackly radio net proved particularly hard to
understand) and different nations’ ways of working, but it all
came together by the end. One of the mor e surreal moments
was when the Anglo-Czech Comd Post was invaded by local
goats.

In trying to get each other onto the network, we worked very
closely with the crew from the US Air Force C-130 Senior Scout
at Decimomannu Air Base, continuing to build on the transatlantic
alliance. While only a small part of Romeo Tp deployed, we flew
the flag for the UK in this major event and learnt a lot; indeed, it
was a proud moment for all of us when, against all the odds, the
Union Flag appeared in the list of terminals on the network.

DEPLOYMENT TO JCUFI - by Sig Bates

From March until September 2008 | was deployed to the Joint
Communications Unit Falkland Islands (JCUFI). Within this unit |
worked as a support member of Cable Management and
Installation (CMI) Sect alongside the Installation Technicians.
Although out of trade, my r esponsibilities within the Sect wer e the
running of its stores and helping out as an extra Installation
Technician. Although the work was daunting at first, | soon got
the hang of things and even managed to do some RS Operator
work by instructing the Station’ s ground defence force on voice
procedure.

CMI Sect was a busy place but ther e was still time to socialise,
usually in Sharkies, the unit bar. We occasionally had theme
nights, such as pirate night, to celebrate the r eopening of the bar
after a refurbishment, and “Fixmas”, the Falkland Islands winter
celebration on 25 June which the military runs as an equivalent to
Xmas. Bowling was also popular among the Sect, especially with

22

Cpl Shane Duggan who bowled the slowest ball on the island.
The Bottom NAAFI disco, held fortnightly on a Satur day, was also
well liked.

During my time in the Falklands, | was lucky enough to go on
several trips, including one around Mare Harbour to see penguins
and sea lions. | also went by helicopter to Saunders Island to see
more penguins and this was where Sig Chris Fazakerley was
almost attacked by a bird of prey which LCpl Jason Buley and |
found greatly amusing. | also made a couple of trips to Stanley,
the Islands’ capital and on one of these trips | took part in the
mid-winter swim in the South Atlantic Ocean, which was fr eezing!
Although the weather wasn't great during my tour, due to it being
winter, | would definitely return if given the opportunity .

237 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj WR Holbr ook
SSM SSM M Fair clough

ADVENTURE TRAINING - by Sgt Lonsdale

Since the arrival of our new OC, Maj Holbr ook, 237 Sig Sgn has
been conducting Adventur e Training every Friday in order to
involve the “Brawdy Orphans” in challenging themselves rather
than being stuck in their rooms all weekend. The new concept
has been successful and each week, many willing volunteers
have enjoyed various activities, including rock climbing (indoor
and outdoor), surf kayaking, power boating, sailing and r owing.

Rock Climbing — The day started on a high with the snow
stopping for our jour ney to Swansea Indoor Rock Climbing
Centre. Once there, we started with a gentle warm up of arm
stretches, leg stretches and hand stretches. Before we got
started on the major climbs, we had a play ar ound on the small
wall climbs. We split up into teams of 3 wher e each team had to
challenge the other teams to a bouldering climb of their choice.
After that we were warmed up and ready for the major climbs.
We made our way to the main hall and were taught how to tie the
“figure of 8” knot to a har ness and shown how to belay. It wasn't
long before all the novices were climbing like the pros and we
were all climbing to new heights, except Cpl Jones , whose fear
of heights halted him at 1m. Pat on the back for ef fort though
Jonesy, good lad!

2Lt Dobson putting his faith in Cpl Griffith’ s newly found belaying
skills

Kayaking - by LCpl Britton and Sig Rivers.

Despite the Welsh winter weather blessing us with its pr esence,
enthusiasm was at an all time high due to intelligence coming
through that the rest of the Sgn were having to work. It shows
that it pays to be a volunteer!

Once we had all kitted up, we headed of f to a local river leading
to the sea. Once in the water we started with some basic skills
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Sig Rivers still trying to get to grips with the seating plan onboard
the complicated kayak

like learning to paddle and steer. We were then instructed to
cross the river but we were told to head upstr eam to avoid
getting dragged down river towar ds the sea, something LCpl
Sadler obviously didn’t understand as he headed half a mile
downstream. Once across the river we got out of the water so we
could do some seal launches which wer e from some height, so
only LCpl Wiltcher attempted it. After getting our sea legs back
we embarked up the river again so we could play/attempt some

LCpl Britton, LCpl Wiltcher, LCpl Manning, Sig Rivers and Instructor,
Bob Farmer taking shelter from the “white horses” of the Irish Sea

games, which Sig Rivers excelled at, unlike me, LCpl Britton ,
who spent most of the time considering whether to r elieve myself
to keep warm like LCpl Manning , or suffer from the freezing
temperature of the water due to spending most my time in the
river. The day went really well with only one capsize from Sig
Rivers. Our day ended with a good half hour spent in my car
warming up before going back to camp. Despite the Baltic
conditions, everyone enjoyed the day and newfound skills wer e
honed.

245 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj A Aitken
SSM WO2(SSM) P Jenkinson

HERRICK TROOP - by Lt Em Ker

Over the last few months the Tp has been busy preparing to
deploy on Op HERRICK 10. Most of the teams have been busy
working with the BGs on their CFXs. This has been an ideal
opportunity for them to gain further knowledge and experience on
the equipments that they will use in theatr e, see the real time
effect they can have on the outcome of EF actions and get to
know some of the personalities within the BGs. Mor e recently a
number of the Sgn have been deployed on the HERRICK 10
MRX, this included training for the BEWCC with input fr om the
Bde HQ and some ideal acclimatisation with temperatur es
ranging between -4°C and +5°C.

The ex proved to be a little testing with many of the hierar chy
leaving. LCpl Harris was left running the BEWCC as acting
INTWO and LCpl Bur ningham running the Comms ensuring he
maintained maximum operational effectiveness for the OC. The
BRF were busy big timing it again; when SSgt Arundel told his
crew to sanitise their det of mobile phones. LCpl Boag took it to
the extreme, burying it under 3ft of snow and leaving it on
Salisbury Plain. The highlight of the ex was Cpl ‘PJ’ James who
saw the CO stood at the end of his night sights holding a rank
slide, subsequently promoting him to A/Sgt — well done PJ, well
deserved!

XVI

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT
ELMPT

CO Lt Col JM Hodges
RSM WO1(RSM) B Sheard

As this Issue goes to press, 16 Sig Regt
welcome back 7 of our soldiers fr om
Afghanistan. SSgt Wood, Sgt Poole , LCpl
Powell, Sig Vrioni-Himonas , Sig Kear ney
and Sig Sambou all returned to a hero’s
welcome from their families and friends in
the packed Regimental bar. Six months
after the Regt returned from Afghanistan
and with another year to go before we
deploy out again, we remain focused on
ops.

However; 16 Sig Regt manages to fit in
plenty of extra activities as well: In this
issue we have articles on Judo and
mountain-biking as well as the winter
sports staples of Skiing and Snowboar ding.

The Bruggen 10 mile road race — a huge
annual event which sees wide participation
from local German civilians as well as
European running clubs and Army teams —
will be held on Saturday 9 May this year. It
is always a superb event and will be even
better this year with 16 Sig Regt running it
in conjunction with the Station Fete.
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Some of the front-runners in last year’'s
event

EXERCISE COMMEX 09 - by Sig Twissell

It was 0600hrs on Monday 26 January, the dark
still reigned and the ground was sodden from the
rainfall the night before. A huddle of soldiers
gathered outside the armoury waiting to draw
their weapons. Why? Because over the next 5
days they were going to be tested, not only on
their basic soldiering skills but also on their trade
abilities too. This was a dawning concept for
many of the members of Jafair Tp, 255 Sig Sgn
because this would be their first ex since being
unwrapped from the Blandford packaging and
being sent out into the big bad world of a
working unit. We'd already been warned that this
would be no walk in the park and the age old
words of “Stand By” had been pr evalent
throughout the build up. Already the thought of
sleeping out on the airfield at ElImpt Station was
bad enough, let alone being deprived of the one
thing every soldier loves — sleep.

Five fully fitted Bowman Land Rovers rolled out
of the hangar and headed to a grid reference on
the airfield to await their fate. This was served to
them by Sgt Ryan.

After much swearing and bruises, the most of the
dets were fully cammed up and had comms
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booming back to “0” which would seem like a goodtime for the

DS to go out and about and see how the futur e of the Army and
the Corps looked. Sgt Whitehead arrived at Sig Metcalfe and
Sig Farthing’ s Det to be taken aback by the fact that after just 4
hours from leaving the hangar, they were both sat in the front of
their det headsets on, chilling and catching up on some ZZZs.
This was not a good start for them but after being the only call
sign to move to all 7 locations ar ound the area, they soon learned
that one sleeps while the other works.

The ex was pretty straight forwar d: arrive, set-up, establish
comms, wait for or ders, move, establish comms.... you get the
idea. This was done by day and by night, in rain or shine, below
zero and above zero and ROMEO 1 to 4.... We were all thinking
it: “Treat ourselves”.

All set up on Ex COMMEX, it looks so picturesque in the snow!

Many lessons were learned on this ex and it is a shame that we
don’t do more of them as everyone showed a marked
improvement and awaits the next time they get the chance to
prove themselves... now not so fresh out the packet!

SUCCESS AT THE CORPS SKI CHAMPS
- by Sig E Nash and 2Lt T Collins

The Royal Corps of Signals Skiing Championships took place in
the resort of Zell Am See, Austria between the 21 November 08
and 12 December 08. The 16 Sig Regt Ski Team consisted of 2Lt
T Collins, Lt M Ross , Sig J Lyons-Negus , Sig T Storr, Sig E Ng
and Sig E Nash who trained and conducted race practices on

the mountains of Kitchzinehor ne and Schmittenhohe.

The 3 weeks began with team skiing to allow the Team Captains
to assess each member’s abilities. This cumulated in a ‘ski of f’ to
enable us to be placed into ability gr oups for the training sessions
which were the main focus over the next weeks. The groups
ranged from levels 1 to 7, the latter being the lower ability .

The weekend was a welcome break and not only allowed for the
odd social “Team Building” event, but also a chance to enjoy a
variety of activities such as Snowboar ding, Nordic Skiing and
even a trip to the Christmas Market at Salzburg to get that
special present for our friends and loved ones.

When the second week began, everyone was keen to get back to
the training, which became a lot mor e strenuous than the first
week. Everyone could really feel the pain by the end of the day.
Throughout the race training everybody was lear ning new
techniques and how to combat those dr eaded poles.

The final week was race week and everyone’s nerves could be
seen. Sig Nash was seeded with a chance of winning the Junior
Champions which made his nerves worse than most. Everyone
had already been seeded and therefore knew where they would
start. The beginning of the week was devoted to Giant Slalom
(GS) and the latter to Slalom. When it came time for the prize
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giving, the nerves were
running high. A notable
performance came from
2Lt Collins who placed
7th in the Corps, whilst
Sig E Ng unfortunately
found racing not to be
his forte, and was
awarded the coveted
Wooden Spoon.

Special congratulations
must go to Sig Ed Nash
who was ecstatic to win
the title of Junior Corps
Champion. It was a
fantastic performance
which showed real
mettle and
determination. He is
definitely one to watch
for the future.

Everybody was sad to

leave the resort, but ) . )
altogether found that this 2Lt Collins tries out his flash new Lycra

Suit on race day

was a great experience.
Most of us hope to return
next year and hopefully will go on to compete in the Army Ski
Championships as well.

EXERCISE SNOWJACK ARMY SNOWBOARD
CHAMPIONSHIPS - by Sig G Austin

This year's Ex SNOWJACK, the Army Snowboard

Championships, took place in Stubai, Austria. Having alr eady
enjoyed 2 weeks snowboarding on Ex MERCURY GLACIER the 5
members of the 16 Sig Regt Team were looking forward to
another 2 of racing.

Upon arriving at the initial briefing, the team was shocked by the
turnout, with over 250 people attending this year’ s camp. The first
week saw open riders LCpl Ben Ronner and LCpl Vicky Fox
competing in the first set of races, with LCpl Fox eventually
placing in the top 3 females, setting the standar d to be matched
across the Regt. After a few days race training, the novices were
also competing and posting some good r esults.

The second week was difficult for the team, as the minibus had
broken down leaving them with no transport. Ever taking the
initiative, the Regt team employed local civilian transport until the
bus was repaired. Things were further complicated when the
weather took a turn for the worse and much to the pr otests of the
team, some of the racing was cancelled. However, towards the
end of the week, spirits began to lift at the pr ospect of some well
earned leave and a return to Elmpt. An excellent placing for LCpl
Fox saw her not only collect some silverwar e, but also earn a
selection for the Army Snowboar ding team.

A fantastic time was had by all and we all look forwar d very much
to returning and representing the Regt next year.

MY JUDO EXPERIENCE - by Sig Brady

Hi my name is John Brady , | am 20 years old and | have been
based in Germany at 16 Sig Regt since January 2007 and | have
already done more than | thought | would have ever done in my
posting here.

For my next achievement | thought | would try something
different, something that | had never done before. It all started
when SSgt Howe called me into his office one afternoon and told
me that | was on a judo skills course. As he told me | started to
laugh because he is sometimes a bit of a joker, however after a
few seconds | realized it was not a joke and he was serious. He
gave me the joining instructions and told me to go to the T raining
Wing and book myself accommodation and transport.
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As | drove back to the UK, | started to think. | have never done
anything like this before and | don’t know anything about judo.
As | got to the camp | didn’ t know what | was getting myself into.
| got my room and bed and settled down for the night but as |
started to get my head down other people started to tur n up and
they started telling me about their last competitions and the
injuries sustained — | knew at that point | was in trouble! It
transpired that | was one of 3 people there who were new to judo
and the other 23 people had at least 12 years experience under
their — probably ‘black’ — belts.

In the morning | went down to the of fice at the Army School of
Physical Training and booked in. | got a welcome brief and we
watched some old competition videos to see how the other
competitors worked their moves and skills. Needless to say the 2
other newcomers and | were taught separately to the others as
we needed to learn the basic skills.

Overall | found the week hard and also challenging, It was
something new and no one in my dept had ever done it befor e
and when | got back, | wanted to go straight back to judo again
and get back on the mats. So immediately, | went to the Training
Wing and looked for the next level judo course available. | signed
up to do another course and enjoyed that even mor e. Now | have
a judo licence and a yellow belt. | have recently been involved in
a competition and that experience will all ways be with me.

THE MOUNTAIN BIKING BUG HAS BITTEN THE QM(T)
DEPARTMENT - by Sgt Evans RLC

My name is Sgt Evans RLC and | run the USA account for 16 Sig
Regt. After suffering a serious work related accident, | was
recommended to take up cycling as part of my r ehabilitation.
This has led to me taking up mountain biking as my r ecovery has
progressed and it is now a passion | am trying to spr ead around
the Regt.

Come rain or shine, the riding doesn’t stop but the snow does
tend to make things a little scarier. ‘If you're not coming off your
bike you're not trying hard enough’ is always a good motto but |
can personally testify that riding into electric fences is not
recommended!

There are a mixed standard of riders who come out when work
permits — all are welcome as long as they are willing to try. A
good example of a novice is Sig Dan Steel who is a total
beginner but has come out since Christmas and is r eally enjoying
himself. Sig Daz Hughes who has previously done downhill
racing rides well but goes into hiber nation for the winter. During
the summer months Sig Arron Butler (BAG Triathlon Age Group
Winner) and | did a couple of road trips during sports after noons
and managed to get to Krefeld, Dusseldorf and Duisberg among
others which is good but doesn’ t compare to dirt.

Getting off road on a good mountain bike in this ar ea is like being
let loose in your favourite theme park whenever you like. On
camp, the undulating training ar eas within Elmpt Station provide
testing riding thr ough the woods and on the sand of the infamous
‘Hill 60’ (anyone who has served at Elmpt will remember that from
PT). There are many good motorbike trails on camp as well that
push mountain bikers that bit har der than those guys who have
engines to assist them.

Regimental sports afternoons are outstanding because 5 minutes
outside the front gate is a vast German/Dutch National Park that
stretches from Venlo in the north to the Meinweg for est in the
south. Elmpt Station sits exactly in the middle, so the
possibilities for rides are unlimited. The Bracht nature park that
was the old British Ammunition Depot has some excellent riding
that uses the natural terrain as well as the large earth works left
there from the ammo bunkers.

If you've got a mountain bike, get out ther e and give it a try!

21st SIGNAL REGIMENT (AIR SUPPOR T)

TN
- LERNE
CO Lt Col GN Addley involved in supporting 2 Sqgn exs. The big drive fr om the Regt
RSM WO1(RSM) McBean Training Wing with the end of the training year looming ever so

It is well and truly back into work and on with the sp to Joint
Helicopter Command (JHC) on both ops and ex. In the month of
January and February 09 alone, we have already had our soldiers
deployed on ex in Norway, supported the HERRICK 10 MRX,
deployed on 2 sqn level exs and maintained our enduring op dets
on both Op TELIC and Op HERRICK. This has aleady been a
busy year and now we are preparing to “march up and down the
square” for our Public Duties Commitment in May 09.

With every New Year come a lot of new faces and the loss of
some of the old ones and non mor e important than the CO. That
is not saying that Lt Col David Craft was old, he managed to
hold on to command for far longer than most COs in the Corps
but as always, it is now time to move on and he handed over
both the mantle and his bag carrier, the Adjt, Capt M-P , whom
we congratulate for his selection for pr omotion — but there is
plenty of time to continue carrying those bags! The entir e Regt
wishes Lt Col Craft all our best wishes in his new appointment
back at the home of the Corps in Blandfor d. So welcome to the
new CO, Lt Col Graham Addley , who comes complete with a set
of juggling clubs. | am sure that young officer education will
never be the same again!

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON

ocC Maj R Cowan
SSM WO2(SSM) D Brown

With the return to work after Christmas Stand Down, it seems like
there is no rest for the wicked as the Sqgn has been heavily
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near is MATTs, MATTs and more MATTS, which is causing the
Training Wing SNCO, SSgt ‘Trigger’ Smith to go red with rage.
The Sgn was still was able to get soldiers away on Ex TRANSIC
TIGER which is the Regt’s skiing ex in France.

The Sgn would like congratulate the QM(T), Capt K J Simmons
on his promotion to Maj and hope that the long move into the
next building as QM(G) was not a stressful one. We would also
like to welcome Capt S Maclar en into the Sgn as the new QM(T)
and hope that he has been made aware of the LSl that is in 4
weeks!

244 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj P Hale
SSM WO2(SSM) McMullan

The last few months have been both exciting and extr emely busy
for 244 Sig Sgn. We have had to contend with an entire re-
structuring, Whole Fleet Management and 2 exs, all while
preparing for public duties in London.

The Sgn has had to say a lot of farewells over the past few
months; Sgt Rose has gone to AFC Harrogate, Sgt Wildman has
joined 216 Sig Sqn and Sgt Tinsley has been selected for the
RLD attachment with 1 SG. Cpl Clark , Cpl Hayes, LCpl
Castellari and LCpl Corry have also left the Sqn. The Sgn
welcomes 2Lt Steve McNeille , Cpl Tyler, LCpl Kimber and LCpl
Howarth . We would also like to give special congratulations to
Sig Wagalevu who has given birth to her second child. The focus
now for the Sgn upon completion of Ex RED HAND, is the up and
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coming public duties in London. Ther e is generally a positive
feeling about this from the Sgn who are working hard to ensure
that this duty runs smoothly .

EXERCISE RED HAND 01/09 - by 2Lt Steve McNeillie

Ex RED HAND 01/09 was a comms ex designed to revise and
test the Sgn for deployment. With 244 Sig Sqn r esponsible for
public duties over the next few months, it was important to give
the Sgn a final chance to revise their skills to keep it fresh in their
mind and thus reduce the chance of skill fade during the busy
few months ahead.

The ex began in Azimghur Barracks with additional dets soon
deployed and operating out of Hullavington ensuring VHF and HF
was maintained throughout. This was a great opportunity to work
with 7 Regt AAC who provided us with the opportunity to work
with air assets and practise rigger marshalling.

On the Tuesday of the ex, the new CO, Lt Col Graham Addley
came to Hullavington to visit the Sqn while in the field, pr oviding
a great opportunity for det comds to practise and give tactical
and comms briefings. On Wednesday morning both Alpha and
Bravo Tps deployed to Longmoor T raining Area acting as British
forces aiding the peace process between the ‘Halestinian’ for ces
and the ‘Longmoor Army’. Charlie Tp SSgt, Paul ‘Eggy’
Henderson commanded the enemy and civilian for ces to cause
as much havoc for Alpha and Bravo Tps. The enemy was not the
only issue for the Sqgn, as the rainfall made the local area very
easy for vehicles to get bogged in. This was especially true for
Alpha Tp who not only bogged their vehicles in but also had a
habit of damaging them too, special mention to 2Lt Murray
Bryant who managed to send a shovel through a GS window
whilst digging it out!

The ex ended with an ambush and casualty scenario for Cpl
Colin Tucker and LCpl Strachan where they had to think on their
feet and come up with a workable and viable plan.

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER — CORPS SNOWBOARDING
CAMP - by 2Lt Murray Bryant

On Saturday 22 November at 1000hrs, 8 members of the Regt
set off on what would be a long, emotional 21 hr jour ney. The
group was made up of 2Lt Murray Bryant , Sgt ‘Mac’
McCluskey , Cpl Hayde , Cpl Raison , LCpl Deeley , LCpl
Higgins , LCpl Lawler , LCpl King and Sig Thorley .

After a long and eventful journey we arrived in Zell Am Zee at
approximately 0700hrs to a wealth of snow with conditions
looking good for falling over obviously . Much of the first day was
taken up with settling in, servicing boar ds, briefings and catching
up on sleep.

The first morning was well organised with briefing packs and
route cards handed out but as we had a member of the gr oup
who had been before and knew exactly where he was going, we
followed his directions. A short while later the route card was
retrieved from the pack and the driver checked out the vehicles
turning circle with a U-turn. We finally arrived, slightly late and
very apologetic with RSM Sheard happy to point out wher e we
had gone wrong.

Once we arrived at the middle station on the glacier, we were
greeted by our instructors fr om the RipStar team and split in to
10 groups in descending or der of ability. Much of the first day for
the novices was spent with a real basic introduction to
snowboarding such as deciding what foot would be at the fr ont of
the board and generally slipping around on the board getting
used to it. As soon as we were able to stand on the board, we
were learning the basics of moving down a gentle slope and
keeping in control of our speed using a method called “falling
leaf” which involved moving side to side along the slope,

negating the need to turn on the board. It was clear from the
start that some people had done mor e snowboarding than they
had declared and were getting bored of the basics and vice versa
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with some of us really struggling. It is said that snowboar ding is
a lot harder to pick up than skiing but easier to master and |
definitely noticed this.

It wasn’t until Day 3 that we were actually moving along entire
runs instead of just struggling around on the bottom of the slope.
Again by this point the majority of us wer e moving along steadily
with a few at either end of the spectrum such as LCpl Billy King ,
who by this time was trying to get his jumps together while others
were still struggling to stand up. By Day 4, the majority of the
group was ‘riding’ the Red runs but still very painfully and the
helmets we were forced to wear were definitely proving their
worth. On Day 5 it finally ‘clicked’ for me and | felt confident |
could make it to the bottom of any slope alive. | was finally
snowboarding and no longer desperately wanted my skis back so
| could go faster.

Next on the agenda was socialising on Friday night, wher e we
explored the nightlife of Zell Am Zee which was surprisingly busy .
After a long night and a mor ning with sore heads (some worse
than others), our designated drivers set off early in the afternoon
for our next destination Neustift, which would mark the start of
race week. Our accommodation was far better than expected
with ample space, 2 cooking ar eas and last but not least, a one-
man sauna.

On Monday morning everyone woke excitedly looking forwar d to
the seeding race later that day but once we wer e half way to the
piste, we were told that due to the heavy snowfall, all activity on
the glacier had ceased due to a serious avalanche risk. Teams
were left to their own devices on this day and our team used the
time to solve or at least attempt to solve our now notorious
‘snow-chains dilemma’. On T uesday the vast amount of snow
had again impacted on racing or rather the lack ther e of and the
decision was taken to give everyone a day of free boarding as the
piste had not yet been groomed. This gave most of us our first
real taste of riding the powder snow which felt as though you
were literally surfing on the snow but it can also be equally as
horrible if you manage to fall over in deep powder as you ar e then
required to wade through often belt high powder .

The next few days however were a real success as we competed
in the seeding race, the Giant Slalom and the Slope Style events.
In addition LCpl Deeley came away with some ‘silverware’ for
her performance in the Slope Style event. At the end of the 2
weeks, the team were sad to see the back of Austria but wer e
however thoroughly tired and headed off again on the 21 hr
journey back to Colerne. All in all the ex was a great success
and the participants lear ned a vast amount while most
importantly, enjoying themselves.

OP HERRICK 9 - by 2Lt Ed Bodger

This has been a very busy period for the Comms Tp of Joint
Helicopter Force Afghanistan (JHF(A)). Once the RIP had been
completed, we settled into a day-to-day working r outine that
allowed all of us to experience what life in theatr e was like. Out
of the 11 personnel to deploy, only 2 had previous op experience,
SSgt ‘Sid’ Snape and Cpl Daz Dale . For the rest of us, this was
a new experience and the enthusiasm that the excitement of a
new experience brings made the first few weeks fly by .

We were aware that there were going to be significant changes in
JHF(A) as soon as we arrived with Lt Dave Pirt and Sgt Steve
Thomson informing us on the HO/TO that not only was JHF(A)
looking to move to Camp Bastion fr om Kandahar Airfield (KAF)
but there was talk of a full Col equivalent being placed in char ge
of JHF(A) and it becoming a larger asset known as Joint Airforce
Group (JAG). Ther was a definite sense of excitement at this
news as we all realised that moving to Bastion during our op tour
would be a great experience and allow us to be at the heart of
the British Forces in Afghanistan rather than out on the periphery.
This future move did not stop us concentrating on the pr esent
and we decided to start trying to get as many personnel as
possible to our out dets at Forwar d Operating Base (FOB)
Edinburgh (EDI) and Lashkar Gar (LKG). Peviously, the guys had
been rotating between KAF, Lash and EDI on a monthly basis
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however we realised that if we moved to Bastion, it may have an
impact on the out dets which wer e considered by many to be the
best places to be whilst on tour. Therefore the time spent in each
location was cut to 2 weeks to allow the maximum r otation
possible and to get all the soldiers familiar with all the locations
before the 6 soldiers left from the previous tour were replaced.
As the 2nd month drew to a close, we were unsure as to the
exact plans the future held for JHF(A), with much reluctance |
returned to the UK, leaving SSgt Snape in command of JHF(A)
Comms Tp and leaving those left in theatre with a sense of
excitement and anticipation for the futur e challenges that awaited
them.

The Command Team

The work carried out by the soldiers on a day-to-day basis did
not change very much after the RIP. Sig Clarke deployed to
Afghanistan in April 2008 and returned at the beginning of
November 2008 below are some of the highs and lows
experienced on his tour:

220 SIGNAL SQUADRON
EXERCISE RED SCORPION - Cpl A Colquhoun

On Tuesday 27 January 09 at approximately 1040hrs, India Tp
departed the garages of Azimghur Barracks on route to RAF St
Mawgan as part of 220 Sig Sgn’s Ex RED SCORPION. The ex
itself was to test comms and brush up on basic skills. After a 42
hr journey we arrived at RAF St Mawgan and began to set up
MAIN HQ. Once completed, that was us for the evening and we
all went back to our accommodation. The next few days wer e
spent on shifts in the MAIN HQ and backgr ound activity lessons
which covered PSC 506, PRC 117F, PRC 346, HeATS and GrATS
and det siting. Sgt Oz Osmond took everyone through Heli
marshalling and underslung loads.

The next day, my crewman Sig Katie Paling and | deployed out
onto the ground as MAOT 1 to Bowlow Farm. After a2 hr
journey we arrived at our location and after | had done my foot
recce of the area, we started setting up. At first everything was
going well but after about an hour the gr ound had began to thaw
out and was getting very boggy and dif ficult to work in. After a
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few hours of being in situ, we started getting very heavy snow
showers, which | hoped would har den the ground, however this
did not happen.

Practising underslung loads at St Mawgan

The next morning we were given our orders to move and it was
no great shock to me or Sig Paling that we were well and truly
bogged in. Once we had reported this fact, we wer e informed
that the REME were on their way with the winch. So we sat back
and waited to be recovered. | was a bit confused when the
REME tipped up in a Land Rover and started carrying kit down
the hill to our location. It then dawned on me that we would be
hand winching the Land Rover out. After a couple of hours
reinforcements arrived. It took 7 of us; me, Cpl Colquhoun , Sgt
Osmond , Sgt Aaron Hull, LCpl Chris Mof fet, LCpl Graham
Harvey, Sig Katie Paling and Cfn Smith 8 hours to move the
Rover 400m — | now fully understand what it means to be br oken.
Once we had got to that point the farmer came down and pulled
us clear of the field, it proved yet again that 220 Sig Sqgn can
meet any challenge thrown at us. Sig Paling and | were then
picked up by the AA as we had managed to bur n out the clutch
trying to get out of the bog.

Once back at RAF St Mawgan we did a full det tur n around and
tore down the HQ. But were then told we could not go back to
Colerne because of the severe weather. So under the Tp OC, Lt
David Pirt we did a bit mor e det maintenance and then got some
rest. The next day we set off back to camp arriving back ar ound
1530hrs Friday in time for a well deserved weekend off!

19 BRIGADE MRX — OP HERRICK 10 - by Cpl Hardy

Since the regimental restructuring, Golf Tp has become the Op
Tp within the Regt. By the end of February, 90% of the Tp will be
deployed in either Irag, Afghanistan or for one lucky individual the
Falklands! It was down to Golf Tp to pr ovide the HQ for the JHF
HQ during the MRX. For many of the Tp, it was their first
experience of the dreaded DRASH and this might explain how
two 2XB sections or “bollocks” came to be br oken ‘Beyond All
Repair’ prior to deployment, something to do with high winds and
no guy ropes.

The HQ was established at Avon Camp East (ACE) on Salisbury
plain, that's Avon Camp East, not Westdown Camp.... as |
learned the hard way despite living in the area for 10 years, “it's
OK ma’am | don’t need a route card”...Whoops!
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It wasn’t long before the DRASH was fully erected and we were
joined by Cpl Jimmy Hewitt , who liked Devizes so much he
decided to take his SAS/MC shopping thr ough the centre of it.

With not much to do thr oughout the 3 weeks the Tp rotated
through down time, shift work and PDT on camp which involved
VP, touch typing and COMBAT. While on shift at ACE, Tp
members either learned or re-familiarised themselves with not
only Bowman but TACSAT 117F with HPW, PRC346, PSC506,
Brent, BGAN and JChat. These all being systems that they will be
using out in theatre.

It would also be wrong of me not to thank the co-located Radio
Relay from 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt who throughout the ex have

worked tirelessly providing the HQ with Ptarmigan despite their
initial “confusion” with being on the wr ong polarity and mystery
faults on all 3 Sys Mods. Cheers Worthers and Reidy.

With the MRX completed and safely out of the way the Tp are
now fully focussed on the task ahead, although ther e is still a
slight air of disbelief that medal-less Cpl Damien Shepher d is
actually deploying, everyone seems to be looking forwar d to
putting their new lear nt skills into practice.

Joking aside now, hopefully the whole Tp have a good tour
whether in Iraq or Afghanistan and return home safely to their
families in August, when we have adventure training and a 6
month period to look forwar d to dedicated to completing course.

), 9,41

22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
STAFFORD

CcO Lt Col N Fraser
RSM WO1(RSM) J Pritchar d

The Regt took responsibility for UK comms acr oss Afghanistan
on 14 August 2008. A few days later we supported Op OQAB
TSUKA, the move of the turbine to the Kajaki dam, which will
have a major impact delivering electricity to Helmand and
Kandahar and was heralded as a great success. Since then we
have maintained comms across Afghanistan from Kabul, across
the Southern Region for NATO and across Helmand Province for

UK forces. In doing so we faced the challenges of the
environment, in terms of heat and dust and then heavy rains and
mud, dealt with the lack of spar es and struggled to move
technicians and electricians out to r epair faults while dealing with
wear and tear on hard worked equipment. Our small teams in the
Forward Operating Bases (FOBs) have lived in fairly ough
conditions alongside the Inf and RM, those in the bigger bases
less so, but all have worked hard and “done our bit". W e have
delivered a number of crucial projects to improve comms and
power to vital links, played our part in sangar duties and Quick

S TS F AR S =

- SUPPORT TO OF OQAB
TSUKA [KAJAKI TURBINE)

« ESTABLISH RESTRICTED
SERVICES AT MUSA QALEH
AND FOE DELHI

« ESTABLISH MISSION
SECRET SERVICES AT FOB
DWYER

- REWIRE ALL
BATTLEGROUP
HEADQUARTERS

- IMPROVE POWER
PROVISION ACROSS
HELMAND

« ESTABLISH ZMB LINKS
FROM KABUL, BASTION,
LASHKAR GAH &
KANDAHAR

*ROLL OUT TETRAPOL
RADIO TO KANDAHAR &
KABUL

- ESTABLISH NEW b NER ‘

BATTLEGROUP HQ SELMANE. 9 2

EBASTIONICS TP -_ .__-_-.*[' L
- CREATE ALTERNATE TAS KIS LLLLLE LUSSEs
FORCE HQ

- REWIRE QISG (KABUL)
- PROVIDE J1/J4 AND MT

SUPPORT . 5
FOB DELHI ICS DET

- ROLL OUT NEW REACHER i il

SATCOM

- DELWER NEW UAV LINKS
BASTION TO LASHKAR GAH

* IMPROVE SERVICES TO
BASTION UNITS

* IMPROVE SERVICES TO
LASHKAR GAH UNITS
A

< T

227 SIGNAL REGIMENT — OP HERRICK 8/9
AUG 08 - FEB 09

KABUL JOINT SUPPORT UNIT
KABUL ICS TP
ISAF ICS TP

HQ JOINT FORCE CIS
KAF ICS SON
RC SQUTH ICS TP

LASHKAR GAHICS TP
LASHKAR GAH 55T

A Visual Summary of OP HERRICK 9
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Reaction Forces (QRF) and the Sp Sqgn in Kabul have supplied
and moved people around the capital in a most pr ofessional
manner. The 300 strong Theatre CIS Group, based around 227
members of 22 Sig Regt, with 15 members of 35 Sig Regt (V) and
a few augmentees from 7 and 16 Sig Regts plus a RAF Sgn
together with the Bde Sig Sgn, have enabled comds and staf f to
make the best informed decisions they can, tr oops to patrol,
defend locations, air support to be br ought on target, helicopters
to move people and medevac casualties, logisticians to get
supplies to where they are most needed, gunners to add
firepower, messages and information to be provided to the people
and military and civilian teams to be able support the
development of the Afghan Security Forces. In effect, we have
been the glue holding this complex and challenging op together .
Over the winter period, Op SOND CHARA took the fight to the
enemy, clearing him out of central Helmand but at a price. During
our tour to date, Task Force Helmand has lost 26 people, largely
RM but also Danish Troops and many more have had to head
home with serious injuries. In Kandahar, the Canadians have lost
over a dozen and the US continues to take casualties. We will
depart as Voter Registration gathers pace — an essential part of
the democratic pr ocess and just before the American surge. Our
national endeavours out here are vital and as our 6 month tour
draws to a close, we can all be proud as a Regt of what we have
achieved, especially so soon after forming. We can also be proud
of the endeavours of those back in Staf ford who have continued
to support exs and training and ensur ed that we have had
excellent welfare and administrative support, allowing us to focus
on the task in hand. To close, it will take some of us time to
settle back in and re-adjust but we all need and deserve a decent
period of leave after the Church Service, Parade and Party which
will draw a line under our tour on Op HERRICK.

OP HERRICK
IMPRESSIONS OF AFGHANISTAN - by Sig Santa Limbu

It seems like yesterday but already 5 months have passed here in
Afghanistan. When [ first landed in Kandahar it was the middle of
the night, we couldn’t see anything, it was hot and | felt like | was
in a sauna. After a couple of hours waiting, we flew to Camp
Bastion. It was the middle of summer, sweat rolling down our
faces, no cold breeze to cool your body and relax your mind; that
was my first impression of Afghanistan. On 10 August, the ICS
Sig Tp arrived in Lashkar Gah camp. Compared to Bastion, it is
very small but has good gym facilities and a cook house. After
completing my handover and takeover, my job was to look after
the comcen, links to the Police Coor d HQ and one of the Satellite
dets. | had never worked in a comcen befor e so it was new to
me but on my shift | had experienced people to help me — Sgt
Anil and Sig Purna. Soon we got into our normal working

routine and every Friday we ran a quiz night and on Mondays, a
Volleyball game. We don’t have a set physical training
programme in Lashkar Gah, so everyone organises their own gym
routine. Most of the det managed to lose weight, especially Sgt
Anil who managed to loose 7kg! As October closed in, people
started to go on R&R. Most of the Gurkhas like to have their R&R
at Dashain and Tihar, especially those who have family back in
UK. When | came back from R&R, winter had already begun — |
never thought it would be so cold after being nearly r oasted
during the summer.

LCpl Smith and LCpl Nanda organised a charity event for the
benefit of Cancer Research UK and the Gurkha Welfare Trust. In
the event, each person had to do 80 km cycling to cover the
distance from Kabul to Kathmandu and even though it was a har d
effort, it was going for a good cause. At the beginning of
December, Op SOND CHARA kicked off. We as the ICS Det had
to cover about 100 guards during the period of 10 — 28
December. It really put a load on our daily working r outine
because people were still on R&R. Even our boss, Lt

Richar dson and SSgt Miller kindly volunteered to do some
guard duty. With December comes the great celebration of
Christmas, for which we planned to do ‘Secr et Santa’. All the
troop’s names were written on a piece of paper and put in a box.
Each person then picked his/her secret Santa. On Christmas

THE WIRE, APRIL2009

day, Capt Foster distributed the pr esents and then we had
Christmas pudding. Later on we attended the Christmas car ols
and had Christmas dinner with colourful hats and fir ed party

poppers.

Some of us had more free time on Ops than others
— by Capt Clarke Jan 09

SUPPORT SQUADRON EXERCISE BEACON WANDERER
- by Cpl Pete Adams

With a percentage of the 22 Sig Regt AGC (SPS) Det deployed on
Op HERRICK 9, the remaining HR Administrators embarked on a
well earned albeit short adventure training ex in Snowdonia
National Park.

We set off for Wales on a bleak Wednesday afternoon and except
for all the efforts by Cpl Birks to thwart the trip, we arrived safe
and sound at Capel Curig Training Camp. The weather had set
in, in true Welsh style and promised to provide excellent training.
It emerged that we were the only personnel on camp and took full
advantage, eating like 10 men to stock up much needed
carbohydrates. After a light evening tipple to sample the local
ale and discuss important issues — ‘I'm a Celebrity’ and lottery
winning dreams — we headed back to the accommodation to r est
our weary heads.

As Thursday’s dawn broke over the Welsh mountains, Sgt Ram
informed us all that they were not mountains but merely hills.
With another hearty meal inside us we left camp for Mt
Snowdon. Reaching the start point the weather was cold and
clear, led by Capt Harrison and assisted by LCpl Porter , we set
off.

We passed the time absorbing the surroundings and competing
in the snowball throwing Olympics. The scenery was stunning
and the quietness due to the time of year made the hike even
more spectacular. A steady 4 hr climb with plenty of stops for
SSgt Fidler saw us draw closer to the summit but with the
weather closing in quickly, we decided to call it a day and head
back down.

We stopped for lunch and the only sound was Sgt Hemsley
giving us another of his thrilling experiences. That evening we
took a trip to the local outdoor shops to stock up on those last
minute Christmas presents, rest aching limbs and sample a bit
more of the local ale. Unfortunately LCpl Porter forgot where he
was and promptly fell asleep in the pub.

We all packed up on Friday mor ning and with a fond farewell to
Capel Curig headed to Castle Conway for our cultural part of the
trip.  After being suitably cultured we headed back to Staf ford.

An enjoyable trip all round!

22 SIGNAL REGIMENT LAD — ST ELIGIUS CHRISTMAS
FUNCTION - by Cpl Adams

Once again we found ourselves approaching the latter part of the
year and good old St Eligius Day. Our fearless leader Capt
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Danny Leslie decided we should celebrate this day in

conjunction with the LAD’ s Christmas function. Therefore a small
committee headed up by LCpl ‘Drakey’ Drakefor d was tasked
to organise the day and night’s activities. Something ‘Drakey’
managed to pull off in his usual manner i.e. Last Minute Dot Com!

Finally the day arrived and we found ourselves welcoming
members of the local REME Association. The church service was
held in the Station Chapel, conducted by Padre Colin Butler .
Capt Leslie then raised awareness of the patron saint, St Eligius,
to the junior members of the LAD. The church phase of our
celebrations came to an end with Cfn ‘Koochy’ Kuczur’s reading
of the REME Collect.

Arriving back in the LAD, we split into teams to undertake ‘The
Work Shop Challenge’. This consisted of an engineering
problem, a coordination obstacle (involving the gantry crane plus
rubber gloves) and finished with the good old command task. All
3 challenges were a race against the clock. The whole affair was
refereed by Cfn Russ Parker and watched by the REME
Associates, the OC and the ASM.

In the confines of everybody’s favourite part of the work place —
the Rest Room — we sat down and listened to the Association
Members’ memories of days gone past within the Corps. The
first one to speak was based primarily in Egypt just after the
WW2. His main task was to “acquir e” pieces of equipment
supplied to the Egyptian Army by the Russians, as dictated by
“the boffins”.

The second to speak had served numerous tours in Aden. What
was clear from both talks was that the task of REME tradesmen
and the dangers they faced on ops was not that dif ferent to
today. Stories of grenades thrown into the back of military
vehicles, children approaching with hidden weapons and IED
attacks certainly struck a cor d with those who have served in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Bidding farewell to the REME Association Members with a
heartfelt thank you for their time, the day continued. The next
activity was the combined sporting event and this consisted of f
football, much to Cfn Nath Gray’s delight basketball and finally
Dodgeball. If ever there was a need to produce a follow up to a
Ben Stiller's blockbuster film then this would have been mor e
than sufficient!

Moving on to the night time festivities, we headed to the local
amenities club accompanied by wives, girlfriends and childr en.
Everyone arrived by 1900hrs; the fact that the bar opens at this
time was just coincidental! With all settled at the club and
suitably refreshed, we bade farewell to Sgt Bob "Alf ' Grey. Sgt
Grey has been based in Stafford from the early Implementation
Team days. He was involved in heading up the production side in
the formation of the LAD and equally made a considerable impact
on the local community . Quite how the bars of Stafford will
survive with out his Queen’s shilling in the face of the credit
crunch remains to be seen!

With a successful night time shindig, our St Eligius and Christmas
celebrations drew to a close — leaving the hardcore who bomb-
burst into town aside! A thor oughly enjoyable day was had by all;
| think the looks on the faces as they attended CO’s PT can
validate this statement!

SERGEANTS TO OFFICERS MESS CHRISTMAS 08
- by Sgt Jackson

Along with the usual Christmas jovialities, there was also some
time for the annual Sgts to Officers Mess (otherwise known as the
Bone of Contention). The event was organised by Maj Knight
with his enthusiastic 2IC, 2Lt Wilson-Ramsay .

As you'd expect, we wer e not able to just walk into the Of ficers
Mess, we had to gain entry by the way of an inflatable obstacle
course borrowed or stolen from the Army Recruiting Team from
across the road! The Sgts Mess were led by Sgt Jules Taylor, as
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the youngest SNCO in the Mess. After the obstacle course had
been overcome, we then treated the Officers to a short carol
service, which put the X-Factor to shame.

The 1st event was an outdoor cir cuits race, organised by 2Lt
Wilson-Ramsey , who not only managed to confuse himself with
his own rules but also both Messes. The resulting race led to lots
of rolls and mass confusion but ultimately ended as a gr eat win
for the Sgts Mess (1 — 0).

The 2nd event was organised by Lt Elliot Moore. This involved
an individual being blindfolded and then being guided by the r est
of their team to find a can of lager and then politely of fering it to a
member of the opposing team to drink. The losing team then had
the pleasure of drinking the cans around the table of shame. The
Sgts Mess won this game as well (2 — 0).

The 3rd event was a gladiator style pugil sticks or ganised by 2Lt
Rob Mackness . Two of the better clashes worthy of note
included OC 217, Maj Steve Abram v SSM 217, WO2 Al ‘Yoda’
Finn. The other bout was a battle between the Highland Clans,
RQMS (T)WO2 Jim McEwan v UWO, Capt Gerry McGachy . It
was here that the Officers Mess finally won a point back making
the score 2 — 1 to the Sgts Mess.

Last but by no means least, was the Broomstick Tug of War,
which was won by the Sgts Mess making the final scor e for the
evening a strong 3 — 1 win to the Sgts Mess. The Bone of
Contention is now sitting behind the bar in the Sgts Mess waiting
for next year's Christmas rematch. The Officers Mess have some
training to do!

217 SIGNAL SQUADRON
EXERCISE SKATE OFF - by Sig Langley

Ex SKATE OFFbegan on a soaking wet mor ning. Before we had
even got on the ice, we were all caught in a torrential down pour
getting to the PUP. Both mini buses arrived at Telford ice-rink
accidentally early, giving everybody the opportunity to have a full
English breakfast before we all began mastering the essential
skills needed to stand up on ice! Once everyone involved had
the learner skates issued there was no looking back.

First onto the ice was Sig ‘Gretzky’ Morrison showing technical
skill, elegance and grace... no-one likes a show off. Shortly
afterwards he was followed by a loud thud then a crack in the ice.
Using all his sniper skills and knowledge, Sig ‘Lurch’ Cr oker had
entered the rink and no one had noticed. 217 Sig Sgn gradually
began skating anti-clockwise ar ound the rink. SSgt Col
Brotherston and Sgt Gyanendra used unorthodox techniques
while Cpl Shagar put many others to shame by staying vertical
for extended periods. All the novices wer e then given much
needed tuition from professional teachers for half an hour
allowing us to learn essential skills, like stopping and standing
and not falling over.

After numerous bruises we had ‘sort of " mastered the basics
skills needed to look cool in fr ont of the very athletic figure
skaters who bravely shared the ice with us.

Two hours later, battered and bruised, everybody was accounted
for and with no fatalities, we headed of f to lunch which was taken
at the local 10-pin bowling alley. Some had clearly never bowled
before, Sig Willard and Sig Gibbs seemed to be “holding back”.
A star emerged however and not only did his head resemble a
bowling ball but he also scor ed an amazing 231 points! LCpl
‘Pinz’ Hawkings stole the show while Lt Moor e and 2Lt
Mackness battled it out, toe to toe, pr obably with a wager going
on. Cpl Thorpe and Cpl Stray showed dominance on their lanes
respectively.

A few cheeky games and some refreshing beverages eased our
pains before we returned to Stafford to rest our sore feet and
aching shoulders from a very physically demanding and enjoyable
Ex SKATE OFF
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30th SIGNAL REGIMENT
BRAMCOTE

=2

CO Lt Col Spencer
RSM WO1(RSM) Morris

After a truly marathon period of non-stop entertaining, we finally
said farewell to Col Chris For d in December. We wish him and
Emma all the best for future and good luck in their catering
venture. The Regt welcomes Lt Col Rich Spencer as the new
Co.

250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Adam Corkery
SSM WO2(SSM) Amrit Gurung

EXERCISE JOINT VENTURE 08

Ex JOINT VENTURE is a biennial tier 3 Joint Foces ex in the
planning and conduct of joint ops. This year it was held at RAF
Akrotiri in Cyprus. The aim of the ex is to develop interaction
between the Joint Task Force HQ (JTFHQ) and Component HQs
with Government Depts, International Organisations (I0s) and
Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) with participation at all
levels to ensure a comprehensive approach to the UK’s
expeditionary capability. This year, the immense HQ was built
and run by 75 members of 250 Gurkha Sig Sgn with support fr om
256 and Sp Sgns. The ex was a huge success in terms of
providing CIS capability and life support to JTFHQ. Everyone
involved in the ex was back in the UK by mid-December just in
time for well deserved Christmas leave.

256 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Dallyn
SSM WO2 Robinson

EXERCISE GARMISCH DRAGON - by Lt Kelly

Ex GARMISCH DRAGONwas a skiing expedition organised by
HQ 11 Sig Bde with participants fr om 30, 14 and 2 Sig Regts.
After an epic coach jour ney to Germany, members of the trip
based themselves at Edelweiss Lodge in Garmish. With
outstanding accommodation and fairly good snow conditions, an
excellent time was had by all. As a beginner, | was able to
rapidly progress from zero to hero and proudly collected my
Basic Ski Proficiency (Alpine) on the last day.

Ex Gamisch Dragon

Lt Col Ford, CO 30 Sig Regt and members of the Regt with Armed Forces Minister, Bob Ainsworth
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31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
LONDON

CO Lt Col SJ W alker
RSM WO1 M Concepcion

The Regt has enjoyed a busy period on all fronts, with some
serious training, some not so serious social activities and a
number of visits. The Bde Comd, Brig DA Hargr eaves visited
RHQ and 83 Sp Sqn on the first week back after Christmas. Brig
Hargr eaves promoted a number of soldiers, including WO2
Mackay to WOL1, as the new SVWO. The Regt looks forward to
his appointment, provided he does not get snapped for another
op tour!

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER — ROYAL SIGNALS
SNOWSPORTS TRAINING CAMP AND CHAMPIONSHIPS,
KAPRUN - by Sig Jack Cruttendean

Four members of the Regt embarked on the Royal Signals winter
sports camp held at Zell am See, Austria, under the guidance of
Capt Neil Matthews . Team 31 comprised: SSgt Mac McMullen
Cpl Neil Williams and Sig ‘Lofty’ Cruttendean

Sig Cruttendean, SSgt McMullen, Capt Matthews and Cpl
Willams

Being a TA unit, it was not possible to complete the whole of the
training camp due to work commitments, so Cpl Williams and
Sig Cruttendean opted to do the Darkside and train with the
Snowboarders for one week while Capt Matthews and SSgt
McMullen did the Alpine/Race Training. Again due to other
commitments, Capt Matthews could only stay for 2 weeks,
leaving SSgt McMullen to carry the flag for Team 31 to compete
in the Slalom and Giant Slalom.

The ski training was for 2 weeks which culminated in the Corps
competition held in the last week, Team 31 did not do as well as
expected, however we are keen to put out a formidable team for
next year's event. The team gained a lot of skiing/racing
experience which will put them in good stead for next year’ s
competition.

5 (QOOH) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj CL Murison
SSM WO2(SSM) M Taylor

PRE-CHRISTMAS COMMS TRAINING - by Capt Cor nick

With Christmas looming, it was the final weekend of the year.
SSgt Welsh had again put together a training package, which
allowed all levels of experience to gain from the weekend. With
the kit packed and checked and some final lessons, the Sgn
departed to Broughton Castle home of Lord and Lady Saye and
Sele, who have been most kind in letting the Sgn use their land.
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The set up went well and comms wer e established. With
daybreak came a shock as the temperature dropped below zero
but morale was high and the training continued. The dets wer e
given their orders and they were on the move. With the Regular
staff visiting the various sites providing advice and dir ection, it
was soon coming together and individual skills wer e improving.
An important part of the weekend was the setting up of a
teleconference in the field so that the CO could pass on his
Christmas best wishes. It was only right and pr oper that 5 Sig
Sqn returned the compliment and after only a small amount of
rehearsal, a rendition of a Black Adder Sketch was pr eformed.
SSgt Welsh took centre stage as Black Adder with underpants
on his head and pencils up his nose, much to the delight of the
CoO.

As the day came to a close the equipment was packed away and
the Sqn headed back to the TAC so that the Christmas function
could commence. The evening went well with much enjoyment.

RECRUITING AND RECRUIT TRAINING SUCCESSES
- by Sgt McAnulty

Over the last few months the Sgn has managed to succeed in

gaining some trained soldiers as they have passed out of their
basic training phase. A warm welcome goes out to those who
have recently joined the Sqgn.

Congratulations go to Sigs Dixon , Mudie and Walker who have
recently completed their CMS(R). Sigs Brown and Hackfor d
have made the Sgn especially proud after receiving Best in their
Troops while attending their CMS(R) courses. Sig Hackfor d also
excelled within his Trade Training as a Technician and attained the
Best in Trade for his recent course. Let us hope that those
following in his wake can keep up the same levels of motivation.

Well done to Rcts Harland and Powell who have recently
completed their 1A/1B phase of training. Rct Harland eventually
managed to complete Weekend 10 (!), so he can now look
forward to his spell in Grantham.

BURNS NIGHT SUPPER - by WO2 Phillips and Sgt Green

Once again the 31Sig Regt Burns Night was held at 5 Sgn. Well
organised by SSgt Welsh and Sgt Green, ably assisted by a
willing number of volunteers from the Sgn, the evening was a
roaring success again. This was particularly special being the
250th anniversary of the great man’s birth.

The meal began with ‘Selkirk Grace’, an old Scots grace, r ead by
Sgt Shields in his best Glaswegian. The night followed tradition
with the ‘great chieftain o’ the puddin’-race’ being carried in on a
large serving plate by Sig VDK, led by the piper, SSgt King , and
followed by LCpl Wragg carrying a tray of whisky with 2 quaichs.
SSgt King ‘addressed’ the haggis with a spirited r ecitation of
Burns’ famous ‘Addr ess to the Haggis’, befor e he slashed the
pudding releasing wafts of haggis, ‘warm-r eekin, rich!. The
haggis was served with the usual ‘neeps’ and ‘tatties’ all of which
were delicious. The only problem was when the SSM, WO2
Taylor, complained bitterly,, confusing the waiting staff, that he
had ordered a leg!

The formal toasts ‘To Burns’ Immortal Memory’ was given by
Capt Jelf , our PSAO and the rather amusing ‘To The Lassies’ by
SSgt Welsh followed by the reply ‘To the Laddies’ by Sgt Green.
Throughout the evening at various points, guests wer e
entertained by Scottish dancers dancing to the pipes played by
Steve Duffy, the Pipe Major Scots Guards Assoc. A number of
pieces of Burns poetry were also recited including ‘O, My Luve is
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like a Red Red Rose’ read by the RSM, WO1 Concepcion .
Following supper everyone retired to the bar for mor e alcohol and
games. Once again a brilliant night with members of the Regt
and guests all having a good time.

Burns Night - Need an extra hand?
41 (PLK) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj J Fensom
AISSM WO2(FofS) M Byr ne

FISH (FIGHTING IN SOMEONE'S HOUSE) 16-18 JANUAR Y
- by Cpl Burgess

With Christmas and New Year over it was time to get back into
‘green kit mode’ and start 2009 with a bang, lots of bangs
actually, and flashes, flares, smoke grenades and blank rounds.
Ex COLD START is 31 Sig Regt’s annual ‘Shock and Awe’,
weekend, which always involves little sleep, lots of physical and
mental endurance and a good training experience.

41 Sig Sqn had a good turn up and we were all merged into the
rest of the Regt to form 2 full Pls with support elements, enemy
and training DS. For the first part of the Satur day we followed a
round robin of stands covering pyr otechnics, patrolling, POW
handling, orders, battlefield first aid and FIBUA.

Casualty extraction on Ex COLD START

With rations issued for the next 24 hrs in the field, we wer e split
into Pls and Sects ready for the ex phase to begin. | became 2
Sect Comd, 2 Pl. Based in the SF base at Longmoor, we went
into hard routine rotating through patrolling, QRF and stagging on
the gate and sangars. Soon after last light, the stand-to drill
started with the enemy tripping flar es, bumping a 1 PI patrol or
two and generally probing our defences. This was not the only
enemy out there. The weather was attacking us too with both
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low temperatures and heavy rain. Along with the lack of sleep,
this was a real eye opener for some of the younger sect
members.

Having carried out a standing patr ol at 0300hrs, we came back to
report enemy activity in some of the surr ounding buildings near to
the SF base and some trip flares that the enemy had set up near
the perimeter. A simulated barrage hit the FIBUA village at
0800hrs and with 2 Sect holding the far left flank we set of f to the
start line. As we neared it, 1 Pl came into contact fr om the
objective and we went into sect pepper potting up to the cover of
the village edge. It was commented by an ex-infantry of ficer that
this was executed as well as any infantry unit he had
experienced.

2 Sect’s first job was to provide a cut off to enemy forces trying
to use an alleyway at the rear of the houses that were the PI
objectives. 1 Sect provided cover for 1 Pl as they took out their
first house across the road. The house next to ours was booby-
trapped but 3 Sect had to take out the final house at the end of
the Close. Crossing open ground 3 Sect were all declared dead.
1 Sect went into action again and took 3 Sect’ s objective with fire
support from 2 Sect. Before the re-org could be carried out, in-
depth enemy positions opened up on 1 Pl. To provide cover and
to cut-of f the enemy, | took the remains of my sect into the
alleyway and took on the enemy in the final houses. Soon after,
these houses were taken by 1 Pl with 2 PI's 1 Sect and a back
from the dead 3 Sect! The final shots of the day came from the 3
Sqgn members of 2 Sect, myself, LCpl Nielsen and Sig Palino as
the enemy fled the house to our left flank and by total surprise
ran strait into our kill zone.

Interviews with BBC South Today on Ex COLD START

Though some of 2 Sect have operational experience, some had
done FIBUA before and some had never even heard of it. By End
Ex, a lot of lessons had been learned and we all came away
better soldiers for it. After a regimental photograph and a few
interviews with the local BBC TV news station South Today, my
Sect Comd job over, it was time to receive my next order...
‘pick-up the brass’.

56 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

oC Maj | Holland
SSM WO2 Taylor

First, we start off with the good news of pr omotions within the
Sgts Mess for 3 members of the Sgn. Two soldiers gained
promotion to WO Class 2, so congratulations to WO2(YofS) Rob
Vincent and WO2 Gary Windham (SSM designate). Another well
deserved promotion was that to SSgt for SSgt Tony Back , now
running the admin for 884 Tp in Brighton. They received their
promotions from the Bde Comd during his visit to RHQ in London
in January. Congratulations also to Sig Kirsty W estwood who
passed her selection for a RAMC cadetship and will become an
officer in the RAMC before qualifying as a doctor in a couple of
years. However, she intends to stay in the TA and Sgn as a Tp
Comd at the same time! Finally, a well deserved promotion for
Cpl Justin Goodchild , a year after doing so well on his Cpls
course.
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Our present SSM, WO2 Steve Hall finally received his Warrant 3
years after promotion! Apparently the man in the MOD who
handwrites the parchment them had passed away and ther e was
a large backlog. He received the document from Col Alan
Dexter OBE , our former Sgn Hon Col. On the same evening we
finally said goodbye to WO2 Martin Cooper after 25 years
service in the TA. He was also presented with his VRSM medal to
add to his Territorial Efficiency Medal for all his year’s of service.
His visa to immigrate to New Zealand is now all stamped up and
we wish Martin , Heather and the kids all the best for their new
lives in South Island. It is only 3 months to the Regimental
adventure training trip to New Zealand so he plans to visit a few
friendly faces at the end of their sea kayaking expedition.

There have been many new faces in the Sgn, with the Recruit Tp
busier than ever and record numbers of soldiers completing
recruit's courses and trade courses. The New Year started with a
great FIBUA ex in Longmoor camp. Over 40 members of the Sgn
took part in house clearances and dealing with insur gents, IEDs
and good old fashioned infantry soldiering. For many it was their
first experience of FIBUA and some good lessons in team
working and communication wer e learned. A TV news crew also
turned up to film the action and 2Lts Stephanie Barr on and
Chris Kong have been “crated” for appearing on the local news
throughout the South of England telling everyone how gr eat the
TA is!

As part of our continuing work within the local community , we
hosted over 50 Army and Sea Cadets at the TA centre on a
Tuesday evening training night. Hopefully we have gained a
couple of the cadets who will join the Sgn when they leave the
Cadets this year.

Just before Christmas several members of the Sqn helped
marshal the Hastings marathon in its hundredth year. It linked in
nicely with our celebration of the TA 100 anniversary as well.

Several members of the Sqgn are taking part in the Regt's
shooting team and are looking forward to the LONDIST SAAM
and CORPS SAAM in April. Another 15 members of the Sqgn are
off to Serre Chevalier in France for the Regimental skiing ex in
February.

56 SIGNAL SQUADRON SUPPORTS HASTINGS
ANNIVERSARY MARATHON

56 Sig Sqn finished the year with a final salute to 100 years of
tradition. On 14 December, 17 members of the Sgn marshalled a
5 mile stretch of the Hastings Anniversary Marathon route, which
was also celebrating its 100th year. On December 16 1908, 51
competitors began the 25 mile r oute, starting and finishing from
the Cricket Ground, which 17 years later would be the location of
John Logie Bair d's first broadcast of television pictur es and 82
years later would become Priory Meadow Shopping Centr e. The
event was sponsored by OXO, and the winner was William T
Clarke who led from start to finish, winning in 2hrs 37mins
16secs.

One hundred years and a great deal of sports-shoe development
later, despite early warnings of snow and ice, the sun shone
through, and 1,908 runners took to the route starting from
Hastings Priory Meadow and winding 26 miles 385 yar ds through
Battle, Catsfield, Bexhill, and finishing back at Hastings. The
winner, Julian Rendall completed the full marathon in 2 hrs 36
mins, and fellow competitor Paul Gar ner ran the race twice, a
total of 54.4 miles in preparation for the gruelling 150 mile
Marathon des Sables in the Sahara Desert in March. He began
the first rotation at 0430hrs, completing the first marathon well in
time to start the second one with the r est of the runners at
0930hrs.

Four members of the Sqgn: 2Lt Kong , Cpl Hulin, LCpl Goodchild ,
and Sig Jones manned a recruit display stand at the start/finish
point in Hastings and were continuously refreshed by the
Lucozade race sponsors. The remaining Sqn members had the
slightly colder job of marshalling the r oute through Catsfield.
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Under the instruction of 2Lt Barr on: Maj Holland , SSM Halls,

Sgt Paine, Sgt Still, Cpl Flint, Cpl Harrison , LCpl Scott , LCpl
Walker, Sig Lane, Cfn Philips , Rct Neylen , and Rct Powell all
conducted traf fic along a busy stretch of narrow road, ensuring
the safe passage of all runners.

83 SUPPORT SQUADRON

ocC Maj Terry Cr osby
SSM WO2 Dave Allan

HAILS AND FAREWELLS

Since the arrival of Capt Dave Thomas (born again PSAO) in July
08 the Sqgn has seen the departure of the SPSI, SSgt Billy King
to the Falklands as the A/SSM whose return in May is eagerly
anticipated. Into the breach stepped Sgt Phil Chadwick who
has done an outstanding job of ensuring the tr oops were trained
to the highest standards. He now leaves us to become one of
the newly formed Rear Link Detachments with The Rifles in
Catterick, back home in the Corps’ old stomping gr ounds and
expected to go to Afghanistan in the near futur e. Well talking
about ‘expected’, Sgt Phil Chadwick and his partner Annie are
now the proud parents of a baby boy bor n slightly early just to
ensure he saw his Dad prior to him leaving for Catterick. New
arrivals and help to bridge the gap in SPSI training are Sgt Matt
Lee in MT and just posted in replacing Sgt Chadwick is Sgt
Baker arriving from 216 Sig Sqn.

We congratulate members of the Sqn newly pr omoted, WO2
Dave Allan to WO2 and our SSM from 5 Sig Sqn. Welcome and
great to have you on board. Congratulation too for Sgt Sid
Ahluwalia becoming the Sqn SQMS, Cpl Lou Wilkins to Sgt,
LCpl Wynne to Cpl and Sig Bint to LCpl — very well done to you
one and all.

NEW BLOOD

It goes without saying that unless we r ecruit we will cease to
exist. Our latest recruit Sig Nair n came to us from the ACF R
Signals Hammersmith det and he is undoubtedly the youngest
member of the Sqgn at just 18. His futur e looks good having
recently completed his CMSR (V) at 5 Training Regt RLC
Grantham. To say that the Pass-Off parade at Grantham on 23
January 2009 was cold would be an understatement — the wor d
Pass Off for one young female recruit meant Pass Out. Sig Nair n
completed the course well and should be pr oud as were his
family. Also there to see our newest recruit was Maj Terry
Crosby; Capt Dave Thomas and Capt Carl Jelfs were also there
to support newly r ecruited members of 5 Sig Sqgn.

Sig Nairn and Family
SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE

There is definitely the adventure spirit in 83 SupSqn (V) with
members of the Sqgn this month of f on the Regimental Skiing
organised by Capt Carl Jelfs don’t break a leg, Maj Pete
Griffiths the Ops Maj, Capt Scott Bumby the 2IC, SSgt(FofS)
Andy Dobson , SSgt Loxley Trype AGC, Sig Anya W oolliams ,
Cfn Malcolm McClar en. Nepal and the Himalayas are calling
LCpl Bint and Sig Hicks has just completed Ex ICE BREAKER1,
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Army Novice Bobsleigh and will now be deploying to Austria on
Ex ICE BREAKER2 in February 09 to compete in the Novice
Bobsleigh competition — details and photos to follow . Last but
not least, LCpl Kenny Blackbur n will be going off on the
Regimental adventure training expedition Ex KIWI PADDLE sea
canoeing in New Zealand — can | come too?

PROMOTIONS

Regular Army promotions for SSgt to WO2 wer e announced in
early February 09 and congratulations go to SSgt(FofS) Dobson
promoted to WO2 and SSgt Billy King to WO2 — brilliant news
and well done from all members of the Sqn.

32nd (SCOTTISH) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
GLASGOW

CcoO Lt Col HA Jenkins
RSM WOL1 BS Thor nton

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON

oC Maj T McV ey
SSM WO2 K Swan

Training within the Regt has continued despite the missing
personnel who are “sunning” themselves in Cyprus on Op
TOSCA. Our wishes and thoughts are with them throughout the
festive season.

REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND

The Saturday started with the SSM’s challenge, all fit and able
Sgn members took part leaving the TAC on a bike for a 5 mile
circuit, cycling and running. The quickest person to r eturn had the
honour of choosing the tipple for the following mor ning toast, (a
tradition we have before the Remembrance Parade). Sig Bonini
would have won hands down had he been able to ride a bike but
luckily he was overtaken by LCpl Alasdair Beaton . His tipple
was a bottle of port and a pair of stabilisers was or dered for
young Bonini.

On the day of the parade the Sqn marched past the Cenotaph in
George Square with our Ops Maj, Maj Alex Scott taking the
salute. Meanwhile all WOs and above attended the memorial
service at Erskine Hospital, where a cheque for £2000 was
presented to them. A great family style day then continued after
the ceremonies with a curry lunch.

CHRISTMAS TIME, MISTLETOE AND WINE...

Our yearly Regimental Junior Ranks Christmas event was held in
Aberdeen, with the theme “The Regiment has Talent”. HQ Sgn
immediately set about rehearsing their vocal cords and
choreographing their dance routines, months prior to the
auditions. The ‘Old Spice Girls’ — Sig

curry, courtesy of Sgt Stephen Tinney and his team, joining the
juniors later at the disco.

HQ Junior Ranks event was a noble one. The first part of the
evening was held in our impressive Officers Mess at Jardine St.
They all attended impeccably dressed and dined on a luxurious 5
course meal. Following all the scoffing, munching, swallying and
swigging, they danced the night away in the mar quee. Music
supplied by a disco.

The WOs and Sgts Christmas Draw was a great success due to
WO2 Samantha Wilkie and her team. The band was superb...”it
must have been the second tune and the floor was jam-
packed.....”. The standard of food is always a talking point on
the night and as the draw was coming to an end and as everyone
left with their treasures.....there was only one sad person left
staring at the prizes. Sgt Tony Cryans Bad luck mate, maybe
you'll win something next year...

JARDINE ST KIDS CHRISTMAS P ARTY

Approx 45 children of the Sgn members arrived full of enthusiasm
to see Santa on 10 December. They were entertained by “Animal
Girl” — animals on show ranged from cockroaches, snakes to
chickens and lizards. The children were fascinated and over the
years, have never been as quiet. WO1 Mick McEvoy wore the
big red suit and filled it perfectly...... tr eats, sweets and presents
were order of the day, and every child went home happy and
tired. Thanks Debbie and Christine.

HQ BURNS NIGHT

On 10 January 2009 to celebrate the Bard's 250th birthday, we
got underway in true style by running our 6 mile CFT.....the
weather was perfect....rain, sleet and plenty of wind....W e asked
the padre for help from above....we're still waiting. Our incentive
was The Big Bounty, and the Sgn Burns Supper held later on in
the evening.

Andy McV ey as Ginger, Sig Mary Ramsay
as Scary, Sig Debbie Comiskey as Sporty,
Sig Ashley Noon as Baby and Sig Lloyd
Martin as Posh. Our FofS, SSgt Gor don
Campbell was the Bad Boy Rapper. Our
RQ, WO2 Alex Rutherfor d performed as
the “Bat out of hell r ocker”... “Plain Breed”.
Pte Terry ‘Buble’ McV ey belted out an old
classic, which was enjoyed by all the senior
members of the audience. Nevertheless
they were all were pipped at the post by our
very own sex symbol Sig Brian Bonini ,
who triumphed in the pr estigious but
bloodthirsty competition.

Command tasks where held throughout the
day, with “Can’t Cook, Still Can’t Cook”,
supervised by our own Fanny Craddock
SSgt Heidi Peebles , the “Bombs Away”
task was organised by Sgt Pete Lawler ,

both assignments enjoyed by the younger
members of the Regt. SNCOs and Officers
then gorged themselves on the Christmas
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The girls find time to chat about the weather and
not the CFT

Not even the hailstones could dampen
Sig Comisky’s spirits
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Forty six of Jock Tamsons Bairns sat down to soup, haggis,
neeps and tatties, followed by cheese and biscuits. A feast fit for
a king. The entertainment was exceptional. The Address to the
Haggis was made by Capt Graham Reith and the Immortal
Memory was delivered by Maj Alex Scott . A cheeky repertoire
was given by Cpl Brian Hendry and a reply was given by a
mischievous Sig Mary Ramsay . Songs and poems were
performed throughout the evening by various Sqn members but
the one person who had the X Factor was the Padre, Capt
Christopher Rowe , who sang like a nightingale.

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER Xl — AUSTRIA - by SSgt
Jacqui Smith

It was my pleasure to be instructing during the Royal Signals
Snow Sports Camp and Championships again in
November/December 08. My camp started of f early mid-
November, when | was lucky enough to fly over and take a hire
car down from Munich to Zell am See. On arrival at the Club
Kitzstienhorn, a quick change of clothing and it was out for a few
‘shandies’ with the or ganisers, which we all enjoyed but suffered
the next day. The McDonalds in Zell am See has now re-located
to within spitting distance of the Hostel — a much needed
‘Sunday McBrunch’ later and we wer e all ready to take on the 4
weeks training ahead. | also had to try and fit in my London
Marathon Training while away — which proved to be quite tricky in
the snowy conditions!

There were 11 complete novices to train up and Cpl Kerry
Hopkinson and | worked together on Day 1 to take them thr ough
the basics on the Kitzsteinhor n glacier, Kaprun. The remainder of
Week 1 was spent on a very cold and windy glacier, with some
extreme conditions to contend with, which | ‘for ced’ my group
into — much to their dismay and mine. When returning to the café
| realised we were the only group who had ventured out! It
certainly made the remainder of the week seem less cold and the
other instructors seem much ‘softer’ than me!

Week 2 took us over to the Schmittenhoe range for a mor e
enjoyable and varied ski training week. The area boasts some
excellent black and red runs, on which both gr oups were able to
ski by the end of the week. Mor e human slalom challenges as
the other beginner group practised their tur ns and balance and
they soon had the ‘cor e theme’ mastered. We then set about
some race training in Week 3. A few tentative runs through the
poles by most and it was har d to distinguish between the 2
groups as beginners! Assistance from Mr Mark Geddes and
WO1(RSM) Neil Pollitt in setting up an additional training run
soon had their racing techniques honed and with the seeding
race on the Friday, gave everyone a chance to see how they
fared. This was a good confidence boost and by Race W eek,
some had already started to creep up the seeding list.

| was enlisted into the job
of ‘Chief of Gates’ for
Race Week, which
entailed positioning the
gate judges on the piste
prior to each race, then
rotating them as and
when racers finished the
course. A job that
required a bit more
shouting than | had
anticipated but by the
middle of the week it was
running smoothly. There
were some excellent
results from the beginner
groups, Sig ‘Ginge’
Mulholland finished 16th
overall, deservedly
winning humerous

medals and a new pair of
skis for his efforts; he is
one to watch for the

Sig ‘Ginge’ Mulholland with his
collection of medals
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future! Sig ‘Tags’ McT aggart also did well, even after his
‘comedy tumble’ which was captur ed on his own camera! 32 Sig
Regt team raced well and took the TA silverware home again,
although we could be doing with some serious T A competition
next year!

The camp came to a close, saddened by the death of Lt
Charlotte Pistra , she was an excellent skier and a champion
competitor whom we will all miss dearly .

My journey home consisted of a drive back to Zeebrugge and the
overnight ferry to Hull. After a month away it was quite nice to
get home and by mid December, | was back in the office,
catching up on work and Christmas Parties! Thanks go to Capt
Emma Camer on, WO2 Sammi Samuels and WO2 Andy
Dawson for running an excellent camp — be sure and keep me on
the list for next year!

61 (CofE) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Lindsey
SSM WO2 Poulson

The Sgn would like to say farewell to SSgt(SPSI) Young, who has
completed his full 22 years service and is of f to pass on all his
knowledge and experience to the Australian Army — good luck.

We would also like to welcome into the Sqn, Capt(PSAO)
Affleck, joining us from 52 Sig Sqgn, SSgt(SPSI) Nicol who has
come across from ECM (FP) Sgn and finally Sgt(PSI(T)) Hunter
who joins us from Blandford. We are all eager to find out what
the new training team will offer to the Sqgn.

SQUADRON BURNS SUPPER

On Saturday 10 January, the Capital Sgn host its All Ranks Sgn
Burns Supper. With careful planning, this event was incorporated
into a Sqn Training Weekend and allowed everyone to enjoy a
good celebration of the 250th anniversary of the birth of Rabbie
Burns. As the whisky and wine flowed, we wer e all entertained
with many an amusing reading or poem, keeping with tradition on
these occasions. However one reading was of particular note —
the “Address to the Haggis” which involves the brandishing of a
sword. This was delivered by Sgt ‘Braveheart’ Munr o, who very
enthusiastically stepped into the role. Funnily enough, at the time
he stood up with the swor d, the piper who was nearby took a
step back (very wise!). Unfortunately the person sitting next to
Sgt Munr o didn’t move and felt the full for ce of the sword as it hit
him across the back of the head.

(Note to the committee — add that one onto next year’ s risk
assessment.)

POPPYSCOTLAND HEARTS AND HEROES CHALLENGE

The Poppyscotland Hearts and Heroes Challenge is a stunning 29
mile, 1 day fitness challenge which invites rugby clubs, the ever
competitive element of the corporate sector , the Armed Services
and all others who are up for it, to walk or run for charity over the
unspoilt and scenic Souther n Upland Way.

The event is due to take place in the middle of May with the Regt
providing comms and logistical support to the event, as well as
entering a number of teams to compete in the actual event. With
the event getting closer and closer, we were called upon to assist
in a photo shoot at Murrayfield stadium with a couple of local
Rugby players from Edinburgh. Unfortunately Sgt Borland
received such short notice for the event, that she didn’ t have time
to apply her make-up, much to her disgust.

A good turnout from the local media meant that we wer e soon
stuck in pose after pose to find that one good pictur e that they
were all after. Unfortunately LCpl Ricketts’ nerves got the better
of him and he dropped the ball on not one but two occasions
much to the amusement of all the media staf f. Luckily for him, a
touch of airbrushing ensured his embarrassment was kept down
to minimum.
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LCpl Sinclair, SSgt Nicol, Sgt Borland and LCpl Rickett

EXERCISE SALTIRE LIGHTNING

For some strange reason, just before our old SPSI left, he kindly
booked us a training weekend in Otterbur n at the start of
February — cheers Paul!

All the fun had started before we had even arrived as SSgt(SPSI)
Nicol and Sgt ‘Bagpuss’ Hunter somehow managed to get the
minibus bogged in whilst out on the ar ea, which they claimed was
all part of their all important recce. With snow on the ground for
as far as the eye could see and the temperatures just dipping
below zero, we were all glad to get our CBRN suits on for the first
stand of the day. Sgt Hunter seemed to take great pleasure in
exposing us to CS gas but it was the poor photographer , SSgt
McGinlay , who came off worse, as she had all her camera
equipment in her haversack rather than her respirator.

With a quick refresher on BCD and fieldcraft, we were ready for
our final confirmatory ex, where we had to rescue 2 casualties,
fight through 3 enemy positions and then secure a bridge — well
that was the plan anyway! Things didn’t start well with a couple
of people falling over on the ice or falling down into cattle grids —
no names mentioned (Sigs McGeachie /Bygraves) . It didn’t get
any better when Sig Gay decided to shoot one of the casualties —
oops! We quickly regrouped and focussed on our objective and
fought through the enemy positions to secur e the bridge. All in
all, we achieved our aim and we will just have to put the dead
casualty down to ‘exer cise loss'.

52 (LOWLAND) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj IA Davidson
SSM SSgt P Brown

SUPPORT TO EXERCISE MERCURY RAT 2 14 - 16
NOVEMBER 08

Over the weekend of 14 — 16 November, the Regt were asked to
provide manpower to act as enemy for 204 Sig Sqn, on their first
real ex after returning from Irag. As always we responded to the
call and set off for Catterick to see how the Regulars would
respond to being attacked by the fighting 32nd.

We'd hardly started on our jour ney, when Cpl Davie ‘T oddy’

Todd was required to pull off one of the most remarkable braking
manoeuvres of his career when the steering wheel of his GS Land
Rover came off in his hands. Not one to panic, he hit the brakes
and the Rover luckily glided to a halt on the hard shoulder. Once
Toddy had calmed down and everyone else had stopped
laughing, the Rover was recovered and the journey to Catterick
resumed.

The rest of the weekend went well, with the fighting 32nd
providing a formidable enemy for 204 Sig Sgn. 204’s Armd Tp
even went so far as to try and confound us by changing the
approved route of their convoy, only to be caught out by the
superior enemy forces.

204 were excellent hosts showing the tr oops around the Bowman
fitted vehicles and the Bulldog RRB vehicles. It's safe to say that
everyone had a great weekend, particularly Sig Ross Aitken who
enjoyed himself turning mag after mag into brass and having a
wee drive around in the Bulldog. He was slightly disappointed
however that the GPMG wasn't fitted in the comd’ s cupola.

Thanks 204 for an excellent weekend!

EXERCISE SNOW WARRIOR IN BAVARIA 11 — 24 JANUARY
- by Sig Templeton

On Sunday 11 January 09, Sig Pamela Liddell , Sig Jacquie
Flannigan and Sig Jacquie T empleton from the mighty 52nd
started our adventure at 0700hrs and set off for our flight from
Edinburgh to Heathrow. On arrival, SSgt Gordon Campbell from
RHQ and us girlies picked up our hire car and set off in the hunt
for stodge! Once all were fed and watered, we travelled to
Aldershot where our coach was sitting in pride of place in the car
park. We noticed that there were limited tables on the coach, so
as soon as the driver turned up at 1300hrs, we

hopped on and booked our seats, even though the
bus wasn’t scheduled to leave for a further 4 hours!
When the bus finally left, we already had stiff legs and
dreaded our 17 hr coach trip acr oss Europe to
Bavaria, South Germany. After what seemed like an
eternity in the fridge that was our transport we finally
arrived, were allocated our rooms and began to settle
in. Later on in the day we were issued our kit, given a
briefing, sat down to our evening meal which was
delicious and then it was of f to the bar!

We set off for the slopes at appr oximately 0830hrs
and after a short coach jour ney we were kitted up
and receiving our 1st lesson on skiing — how to put
on our skis! This took quite a few attempts for me as
| couldn’t quite get to grips with the whole ‘not sliding
backwards’ thing! After that we wer e shown all the
basics such as getting up after falling over and some
needed to know this technique mor e than others! By
1100hrs we were all pros at ploughing down the 6ft
slope and not falling over, so we started tabbing up
the mountain so we could ski fr om a higher height.
We certainly burned off our hot chocolates that day!
By the second day we had master ed the Blue slopes

61 Signal Squadron in not so sunny Otterburn!

THE WIRE, APRIL2009

and parallel turning and so had our eyes set on the
Red slopes. For my group this meant that we wer e
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officially Blue dragons! We worked on a sliding scale from Blue
baby through to Blue dragons!

On Wednesday we took the 6 man ski lift up to the top of the Red
slope and started our Red Baby jour ney. We took one look down
the mountain and had a ‘Dear diary..” moment! As the ski lift
attendant wouldn’ t let us go back down on the ski lift then the
only way was indeed down! From my group, Tom and | were the
first Blue Dragons on the previous day so indeed we felt it was
our duty to give this humongous slope our best shot, managing
to fit in about 4 tur ns before falling, followed by a further 4 tur ns
before falling. So we were also Red babies and needed quite a
bit more practice with our technique but nevertheless we wer e
praised by our group for having the balls to at least try it! After a
long tedious hour and a half, the remainder had finally managed
to side slip down onto a height that they wer e comfortable
enough with to ski to the bottom — it was an experience!

On the Thursday we were split into dif ferent groups based on
skill, so once again the Blue dragons found themselves at the top
of the Red slopes with a new sense of fear as we now had the
top dog as an instructor, who just told us to go and he would
watch, somehow we made it with only 4 falls collectively out of a
group of 10 — we had now evolved into Red demons!

Friday was our last Alpine Skiing day this week because the
weekend is always extremely busy because the locals are off
work and this is where they would be headed, so we would be
moving onto the Touring phase of the course. This seemed to
make everyone want to try harder as we were back in our original
groups and back up the Red slopes with no hitches today .
Everyone had come on so far, it was an emotional moment!

Saturday was our introduction to Touring; unfortunately Sig
Pamela Liddell wasn’t allowed to do this phase as she had to
see the doctor with her knee and was advised to sit it out. My
group merged with Sig Jacqui Flannigan’ s and we learned the
basics, such as avalanche procedures and snow holes. We were
also shown how to fit our skis corr ectly and taken up a steep part
of the mountain for us to practise our kick tur ns and touring skills.
Once the instructors wer e satisfied with our progress, we had to
ski off-piste down the mountain — this was extr emely scary as we
had never done anything like it before, again a lot of side slipping
was involved until we reached a point that we felt comfortable
enough to ski down!

Sunday was our first proper Touring day covering 6.5km of the
Alps — it felt a lot longer! Because of the tree line there wasn't
always snow on the ground in places which meant we had to

carry our skis up the mountain! Our group came back to the
coach 2 hrs late as we had a number of problems along the way.
At the bottom though we felt a sur ge of achievement, as not only
had we conquered the touring but we had also managed to ski
down in the dark with the snow plummeting down in fr ont of us.

Monday was our last day of Touring and was a lot easier than
Sunday but more tiring as we had now been skiing for 7 days
straight. The ski down was amazing however. Dave managed to
break his skis by trying to fly — well at least he claimed that’ s
what he was doing, personally | think he just lost contr ol!

Tuesday and we were back on the slope for some mor e alpine
skiing but it had been snowing heavily for the past 2 days so we
decided to go of f-piste again today to find some “fr esh”. This
was actually the best experience of the whole fortnight, the snow
was up to our thighs and yet we wer e still speeding down the
mountain at Mach 3 — only this time in contr ol. We learned how
to pop on our tur ns and have extremely soft knees so that we
wouldn't fall should we hit a bump. Of course we still did
sometimes but if the instructor was falling sur ely it was OK if we
did too! | somehow managed to perform a perfect fr ont flip into
splits with my fellow gr oupie Joe wrapped round my middle. This
was hysterical and | set the official record for the best fall of the
fortnight! — apparently — | hit a bump! That night we had a quiz
and my group — 3 Sgt Majs and | were the winners!

Wednesday was our last full day skiing so we made the most of it
and went back in hunt of some mor e fresh. Most of it had been
skied on as this is everyone’s favourite but we still managed to
find some!

Thursday was full of mixed emotions — some excited to go home
others dreading the journey and the rest annoyed that we only
had half a day on the slopes left! Our instructor Kev took us
back to our first slope to have a look at it — we couldn’ t believe
that we had ever been scared of it! Next we were back up the 6
man lifts to the top of the Red slope that we had pr eviously
frozen on and surprisingly this looked pants today too. W e were
Red dragons at last! Nailed it with no dramas at alll Appar ently
all our off-piste “fr esh” skiing had made us much better skiers
without even realising it! We were told we had done what was
expected of the advanced course to r eceive a pass therefore
passing our basics with flying colours — obviously still having to
work on our technigques though!

At 1730hrs we were loaded up and good to go and we shut our
eyes and woke up 16 hrs later in England — we had missed the
stops! All in all we had a fantastic time and will definitely be
going back again!!

34th (NOR THERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
MIDDLESBOROUGH

CcO Lt Col MJ Finch
RSM WO1(RSM) M Tench

HQ SQUADRON

ocC Maj Jennings
SSM WO2 Heather Taylor

TA CMSR — BASIC TRAINING - by Sigs Barker, Etherington and
Waller.

We were lucky enough to get places on the Basic Training Course
at Grantham with the RLC. This course has built a reputation
over the last year of so and has raised the bar for Pirbright to
meet when it re-opens for soldiers training.

Day 1  We arrived at The Prince William of Gloucester

Barracks. On arrival we signed in and got our heads down for the
night. We were some of the last to arrive, due to a bit of
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confusion with MT!

Day 2 Day 2 was spent covering loads of admin and briefings.
A very long and tiring day.

Day 3 On Day 3 we had a few tests including WHT, PFT and a
CBRN and BCD written tests.

Day 4  Today we went on the DCCT in preparation for our first
live firing ex. We also started lessons for our final tests in CBRN
and Navigation.

Day 5 Today we spent the full day on the ranges firing fr om
25m. This was probably the most enjoyable day of military
training.

Day 6  Today we were in the DCCT preparing for our 100m
shoot. We also did CBRN and Navigation lessons.

Day 7 Today we zeroed our weapons at 100m befor e
practising firing from different positions at 100m and 200m.

Day 8 Today we were preparing our kit for ex as well as a PT
session.

Day 9/1 On the Saturday morning we deployed on ex in the
freezing cold. We tabbed into the woodland to set up a harbour
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area and we were later informed that 17 million people all over
the UK had phoned in sick due to the fr eezing conditions. Over
the course of Day 9 we had lessons on fire and manoeuvre,
judging distance and observation. By 1830hrs we were all in our
bashers getting some well earned rest. In the morning we had
tests on admin in the field. Throughout the day we had a series
of tests on the lessons we had had the previous day. During the
night we were attacked and bugged out befor e getting our heads
down.

Day 11 We came off ex and spent the day on the range were
we had the delights of range stew for lunch. We spent the day
doing practices at 100m, 200m and 300m. After which we went
back to camp, cleaned our kit and went to bed.

Day 12 We had APWT first thing which was good and made me
feel good about passing. We also had the rest of the day off to
do admin and get ready for a locker inspection plus the block.
We also got some kip.

Day 13 We had inspection after breakfast. We did the CBRN
test and all passed; it was a bit nerve racking thinking your going
to mess it up. After lunch we went straight into our map r eading
test. This was set over 2.5 miles. We had to get some signs
and bring them back in under 30 mins, we all passed.

Day 14 We got out of bed early and went out for a CFT in the
snowy weather. The PTI was a bit of an animal for speed, she
drove us as hard as she could. After passing this we went back
to the accommodation and got changed. W e then had a practice
parade for a few hours, which was hard but fun, thinking about
what you had accomplished.

Day 15 After preparing our kit all night for the pass of f parade,
we got up the next mor ning and ran to breakfast. We ran back
and put our proper kit on. We prepared the bar and chairs for
the guests and then lined up for a practice with the band.  After
2 rehearsals it was all or nothing time for the real thing. We all
did very well; we then met the families of some of the r ecruits
whom we had met. We did not invite our families because they
could not make it all the way down fr om Middlesbrough but it
was good to see Maj Jennings , Capt Flannery and the SSM,
WO?2 Taylor there to clap us off the square and get the beers in
afterwards! We then had a briefing and then sent home as
trained soldiers.

least not during working hours. I'm hoping to extend my 3 month
tour but | have been told that | may be able to change jobs whilst
here, so that should be good. On a day to day basis we pr epare
the camp ready for the incoming ex groups.

On arriving here on 7 January | was tired, so | just slept through
most of the next day! There was a snow storm, so my roommate
and | had a jog down to the Canex which wasn’ t bad but then
trying to walk back was much worse, we walked only 300m in
about 10 mins! Then i saw flashing lights and a Military
Policemen yelled “You guys get in here” in his ‘interesting’
Canadian accent — it is really taking some getting used to the way
they talk. He gestured us into his car and | thought we wer e
going to be in trouble but nothing mor e was said, it was just a
friendly lift.

A big difference between Canada and the UK is the amount of
wildlife; a few weeks ago while walking back fr om the gym, | saw
this deer do a sprightly hopping thing into camp and then shook
its head and an antler fell off! | thought “Ooh, | want that” and
went to get it but on appr oaching it, there were about 4 more
deer. | thought “Erm, oh yeah think I'll be leaving that”, as they
would of probably knocked my lights out but then | got it the next
day.

My job really involves sorting out furniture items that need fixing,
then sorting out the beds and making sur e that all the rooms are
suitable for the troops. As for spare time activities | do get a lot
of spare time as | don’t work weekends, which is good and |
finish work through the week at 1630hrs and then on a Friday at
1400hrs. Then it's either go to the gym and then relax on the
computer, which is most of the time and then on the weekend it’ s
time to get to the bar and let it all loose! | am looking to go skiing
next month as | have been told that | am entitled to a br eak so
that should be good, but | am going to try and or ganise skiing
lessons first, as | don’t want to break any bones!

49 (WEST RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON
ocC Maj Jenny Bowes
AISSM SSgt Frank Mason

‘HELP FOR HEROES'’ 50th BIR THDAY
BASH - by Capt Keith Holdstock

Having your birthday in December has
disadvantages because it's in the festive
season and it's difficult to arrange a full on
celebration with friends and family who ar e
normally committed to other social functions
at that time of year. Having served with the
TA for the past 20 years my birthday has
either fallen on or close to a Christmas
training weekend.

Now | believe your 50th Birthday is a very
special milestone in life and should be
celebrated and enjoyed with as many friends
and family as possible. To resolve my
dilemma, | came up with a cunning plan to
have a 50th year bash after the Christmas
festivities on the last Saturday of January 09,
as | had figured that people would be r eady
for a celebration after all the dark dreary
January nights. To add a twist to my 50th
year | added the ‘Help for Heroes’ (HFH)
theme to the evening'’s activities as this

Sigs Barker, Etherington and Waller with Maj Jennings, Capt Flannery and WO2 Taylor after Charity provides vital support to our injur ed

the pass off parade

INDIVIDUAL TA MOBILISATION TO BATUS - by Sig Gray

| have been here a month now and it's going great. I'm not doing
the job | was mobilised to do, which was Bowman r efitting, but
I'm working in CQMS Stor es in Crowfoot Camp so | don’ t really
get to see many tanks or vehicles or anything exciting like that, at
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comrades. | requested that my guests did

not bear gifts or cards but to donate to my
HFH web site or splash their cash on the raffle or the Russian
auction. Several people donated prizes to be raffled and Sgt
Paul Mer edith donated 2 P&O North Sea Ferry tickets to Bruges.
A good evening was had by all with £170 raised for HFH. Being
one for detail, my wife Emma did remind me as the evening
progressed that it was in fact my 51st year celebration as my
birthday had been and gone in December!

39



I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those that joined

in the celebrations and for their generous donations. Anyone who
wishes to donate can still do so by visiting my website:
https://www .bmycharity.com/V2/keiths50thyear

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations go to WO2(RQMS) Tommy Simpson for his
promotion, which now makes a clean sweep for ex-49 Sgn
members holding the Regimental WO posts! We will miss you,
but know we won’ t be able to keep you away! Congratulations
also go to A/WO Frank Mason , who is currently doing a sterling
job as Sgqn SSM, and to A/SSgt Paul Mer edith who is holding
the fort at Hull. Congratulations to Cpl Cair ns who is continuing
to perfect his football skills for the Regiment, 2 Sig Regt and the
Army.

WELCOME BACK / GOODBYE

We wish Capt Paul Whiteley the best of luck in his role of Tp
Comd of Radio Tp up at HQ Sqgn. | would say goodbye to Sgt
Gary Openshaw who has joined the RTC for a couple of years,
however he has promised to come back on a r egular basis to
provide weapons training on a Tuesday evening. We do say
goodbye to Cpl Sonia For d who has moved onto pastur es new.

50(NORTHUMBRIAN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

A/OC Capt Dave Carr
AISSM WO2 Carol-Anne Phillips

It has been a relatively quiet period for the Sgn following the
celebrations during Christmas weekend. The preparations are
now well underway for the first Group Ex of the year with lots of
comms training on the SCRA(SC) equipment. With RSIT just
around the cor ner, there is certainly no time for getting bor ed!

There are a couple of additions to the Sgn; Sgt Steve Armstr ong
the new PSI and SSgt Ally Skene the new outstation SPSI.
Farewells to Sgt Neil Cansfield down to Bulford and Sig Mick
Gardiner to The Rifles, good luck to both. The Sgn has also
seen a couple of promotions; Cpl Keith Elsdon and LCpl Lance
Nixon. The following story is from Lt David Seaton , who along
with 3 other members of the Regt is deploying on Op HERRICK
10 with 7 Sig Regt.

MOBILISATION FOR OP HERRICK - by Lt David Seaton

On 20 October 2008, 10 TA augmentees arrived at the Reserves
Training and Mobilisation Centre (RTMC) in Chilwell for the 2
week mobilization package. The individual augmentees were
mobilised in support of 7 Sig Regt for the forthcoming Op
HERRICK 10. The Pe-Deployment Training (PDT) would consist
of 3 phases; first Military Confirmation Training at RTMC, second

Special to Arm (STA) training at 7 Sig Regt and finally theatre
specific training at OPTAG.

At RTMC the first few days consisted of whirlwind visits to the
QM’s dept, Dental Centre, Medical Centre and finally to the
Admin office. The MATT training began after we had been
declared medically fit, had our paperwork checked and we had
received our operational equipment. The training delivered was to
a very high standard and everyone learned something regardless
of age or rank. All 10 augmentees eventually managed to pass
the MATTS to the required level and then flew out to Germany to
cover the next stage of our PDT. For the next 3 months we were
all loaded on to STA courses that prepared us for the specific
jobs that we would be filling. Despite the dif ferences between
current equipment in the TA and the Field Army, the lads were
able to make the transition quickly and soon they possessed the
same skill levels of their Regular counterparts. This is an
excellent indication of the level of training pr ovided by the
Regulars and the high standard of TA personal mobilised. At all
times we were made to feel welcome and I'm happy to r eport
that the One Army Concept has obviously been adopted by 7 Sig
Regt.

Having covered the military training at RTMC and the STA training
in Germany the next requirement was to attend OPTAG for Op
HERRICK at Lydd Training Camp in Kent. This phase consisted
of a 5 day package designed to cover theatr e specific training.

All the instructors had returned recently from theatre and were
able to pass on up to date advice. They wer e completely honest
with their experiences and the extent of the challenge that we
faced soon became apparent to all.

Following a well deserved Christmas Leave, we returned to
Germany to complete the final stages of our PDT. The Officers
and SNCOs of 7 Sig Regt attended a 3 day training package at
Church House Germany, designed to cover the moral component
of fighting power. The event was a great opportunity for the
Officers and SNCOs to bond and also to discuss their thoughts
about the forthcoming tour .

The final stage was a Regimental PDT Confirmation Ex that
combined our Military and STA training. The week long ex
culminated in each sgn occupying a FOB and running thr ough
various scenarios that we could expect in theatr e. The highlight of
which was the use of real amputees to simulate IDF and IED
casualties, a real shock to those trained as Team Medics who had
been used to simulated injuries!

Next is actually flying out to theatr e at the beginning of February.
At the time of writing 8 of the TA augmentees have left Germany,
2 are in Afghanistan but 6 are stuck at RAF Brize Norton waiting
for snow to be cleared from the runways. Proving that the best
laid plans of mice and men go awry when faced with the RAF and
a cold weather front!

35th (SOUTH MIDLAND) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
COVENTRY

CO Lt Col MG Hanson
RSM WO1(RSM) Balmforth

COMMANDING OFFICER'S FOREWORD

It is with utmost r egret that | have to report the unexpected
passing of Maj Anne Downie , OC 95 Sgn who died in January
after a short illness. On behalf of myself and all members of the
Regt, | wish to extend my condolences to all members of her
family; she will be sadly missed by all that knew her.

The Regt has continued into 2009 where it left off in 2008. A very
good SPS inspection followed by an excellent performance on Ex
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STOMPING MCCAW where the Regimental team won 2 Silver
and 1 Bronze awards has been just the start we needed.
Regimental recruiting continues to impr ove with increased interest
being reported throughout all sub units; the Regt is now up to
90% of establishment.

We welcome back those members of the Regt that have been
away on Op HERRICK with 22 Sig Regt and are now preparing
our next Op HERRICK iteration.

A tragic personal start to 2009 but | believe that the Regt are well

set to take on the challenges that lie ahead in what should pr ove
to be a full and demanding year.
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ROCK CLIMBING PROFICIENCY EXPEDITION .

In January, 11 students from 35 Sig Regt embarked on the rocky
road to gaining their Rock Climbing Pr oficiency qualification. A
staggering 6 instructors found their way onto the course,
courtesy of 143 (WM) Bde, which provided unprecedented
student to instructor ratios. The scene of the course was the
stunning mountainous region of the Alicante province of Spain.

On arrival in the town of Calpe and after a distinctive “German
lunch”, the group headed up to the popular Sierra de Toix area,
which forms an impr essive ridge overlooking Calpe to the north
and Benidorm to the south. Stunning backdr ops of the
Mediterranean Sea with slightly high winds and raised heart rates
introduced the novice and indoor climbers to the gr eat outdoors.

As the course continued, the weather impr oved and the climbing
progressed to multi pitch r outes. The climbers dug deep and
continued to impr ess. A change of location to an impr essive crag
“Marin”, overlooking a lar ge valley in the Sax area of Alicante on
the third day, provided for some inventive routes and even more
inventive climbing techniques. Desperation on the faces of
climbers was replaced with a look of sheer grit and

determination. More experienced climbers undertook the Penon
De Ifach, the stunning landmark in Calpe.

The final day brought some respite and consolidation to the
course with some individuals leading climbs back at Sierra De
Toix and some climbers attempting a mor e traditional route, using
traditional equipment. On completion of the course, all

candidates passed the written RCP examination.

Sig Pipper Brindley and LCpl Sam Davis
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On return to the UK, the feedback was extr emely positive, with
75% of the course expr essing an interest in continuing to
progress to the Rock Leader Training and Rock Leader
qualifications.

58 (STAFFORDSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

oC Capt Scott
SSM SSgt Elson

58 Sig Sqn has been particularly busy recently with the
restructuring of the Sqn ORBAT and everything now seems to be
in place and settled. The recruiting team having completed their
BRAT courses and CRB checks and have hit the ground running,
visiting the local colleges and universities, Sigs Nikki Keeling
and Ben Timmins had their “baptism of fir e” as recruiters when
they were besieged by up to 1200 school childr en a day, as they
manned the Regimental Recruiting Stand at Midland Soldier 09.
That said, all this recruiting activity has paid dividends as we have
been particularly busy over the last few months with a steady
influx of new recruits.

During Sgt Si Guy-Holts Ex COLD KNOT weekend, all the junior
members of Sqn had their military and leadership skills put to the
test. Despite efforts of LCpls Cook and Budd, the sect of Sighs
still managed to set off all deployed trip flares.

In early February members of the Sgn formed part of the
Regimental team that competed in Ex STOMPING MACAW on
Leek training area, the unofficial aim being to show all the local
infantry TA units how arctic warfare should really be waged.
During Ex MERCURY KESTREL, Sig Aren Fuller showed the rest
of Regt his shooting skills coming top shot on both days and Sig
Jervis ensured that Domino’s Pizza would not fall victim to the
credit crunch. During the Saturday night quiz night hosted by 89
Sig Sqn, the ‘Fighting 58’ came top, lead by LCpl Chris Budd
who had the encyclopaedic musical knowledge of Simon Cowell
with a dress sense to match.

The Sqgn gladly welcomes the safe return of LCpl Jer emy

Yebuah and Sig Ben Allman from their Afghanistan tour with 22
Sig Regt and look forward to the welcome party ahead.

Upcoming on 24 April 2009 is the 58 Sig Sqn’s charity boxing
night being organised by Capt John Berry where the Army
boxing team will take on a Midlands select team with all pr oceeds
going to ‘Help for Her oes’ and the Army Benevolent Fund.

89 (WARWICKSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

ocC Maj Chris Moseley
SSM WO2(SSM) Proffitt

EXERCISE STOMPING MACAW - by Sig Brian

On the 6/7 February, 3 Sects from 35 Sig Regt deployed on Ex
STOMPING MCCAW which was a 143 (WM) Bde patrol
competition similar to the Cambrian patr ol. Our Sect
compromised Lt lwanek , LCpl Sammon and myself from 89 Sig
Sgn and LCpls Murphy and Phillips , and Sig Jervis from 58 Sig
Sqn. On the morning of the event, we carried out kit checks and
prepared for our deployment. At 1800hrs we wer e dropped off in
Leek and were given time to sort out our admin, to make a model
of the Leek area, be given a briefing and produce a plan of
action. We were told there were enemy present with possible
Special Forces and dogs being used. We were the last Sect to
deploy. Having been given our grid references and bearings, we
set off in line formation to our first check point, wher e we were to
meet up with a friendly for ces agent who was waiting ther e to
assist us on our mission. The weather and terrain made life
difficult and for most of the time it was dark and snowing —
though this did not dampen our spirits.

The ex comprised 10 stands and at each of them we wer e given
tasks to complete for points. Amongst the stand types wer e
Reconnaissance, Weapon Recognition and Comms. As we
moved around the stands, our confidence gr ew as we felt that we
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had prepared well and that we seemed to be str ong on most
stands. This was never more evident than when we were
contacted and an Inf comd praised us on the skills we had
displayed and compared us to an Inf Sect. We had completed
our mission by 0430hrs and were debriefed before heading home.

By this time we were drained both physically and mentally. The

instructors and admin staf f who organised the ex planned it very
well and a lot of credit must go to them for their ef forts. We did
finish the mission and came 4th out of ar ound 25 teams and we
got a silver award — no team was awarded a gold.

37th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
REDDITCH

CO Lt Col JE Sutton
RSM WO1(RSM) DE Cupit

SUPPORT SQUADRON

oC Capt Bond
SSM WO2(SSM) Mansell

EXERCISE VON TRAPP DRAGON VI
30 JANUARY — 8 FEBRUARY

LCPL TWIST'S ACCOUNT OF GAINING HIS SKI TOUR
PROFICIENCY WITH THE INTERMEDIATE GROUP.

The prelude to the ski touring phase of Ex VON TRAPP DRAGON
was an in depth lecture given by SSgt Abbot . This included
amongst other things, an intr oduction to what equipment should
be carried while touring, what factors could cause an avalanche
and different types of emergency snow holes.

For the first day of touring we wer e joined by the CO, who along
with SSgt Abbot faultlessly showed how to master the telemark
turn: a technique used to get down a

Ex VON TRAPP DRAGON is the annual
Regimental ski expedition organised by
the infallible SSgt Tim Abbott . The trip
is based in the Tyrol region of Austria
and this year we were very fortunate to
be based in Wiadring at the bottom of
the vast expanding slopes of
Steinplatte. Below are 3 varying
accounts from TA personnel taking part
in the ex.

SIG HEMMING'S ACCOUNT OF
GAINING HIS BASIC SKiI
PROFICIENCYWITH THE
BEGINNERS GROUP.

| arrived at the hotel on Saturday
morning after travelling for what
seemed like an eternity. Once checked
in, we all made our way to the ski hire
centre and were given the complete
range of ski equipment and clothing
required. On Sunday morning, we
made our way to the ski slopes for the

slope in extreme conditions. Well I'm
not sure we all mastered it but we
were all assured by Sgt ‘Cat’ Smith
that at least in her head, she had.

Day 2 brought a bit more ‘phys’,
namely going off piste touring. Our
target was a bit of sun at the top of a
slope — which seemed easy enough.
Everything started well with SSgt
Abbot leading the way but things
soon turned as the lead changed. To
get things moving LCpl Jase T wist
got his PTI head on and went vertical,
which was not a universally accepted
decision. We stopped halfway to dig
a snow hole and then carried on to
the top. Getting back down was
quicker but a little mor e daunting,
though young Sig Mark Byr ne
showed how we should get down.
The result of trying to follow him was
carnage as people had fallen down
everywhere. The general consensus

first time and were introduced to SSgt
Judy Dunn , who was our instructor for
the next few days. From here we made
our way to the ‘Bo-Bo Park’ the ar ea for complete beginners and
were taught how to snow plough and basically stay upright! On
Day 2 it was back to ‘Bo-Bo Land’ to perfect the snow plough

and basic turns and finally get to go on the T-Bar drag — for a few
in the group, challenging for your first time. As we wer e getting
more used to the skis, we went further up the side of the Blue run
until we were at the top looking down the slope. The descent
from the top took time as we wer e still learning but the entire
group managed to get to the bottom without too many mishaps.

By Day 3 we had moved to a different slope and continued with
the development of our skills, all the time the confidence was
improving. The next day saw a move to Fieberbrunn, where we
had a change of instructor. SSgt Tim Abbott took us down the
more challenging slopes, all this in aid of completing the exam we
had to pass on the final mor ning to obtain our Basic Ski
Proficiency.

By lunchtime of the examination day, everyone had passed with
flying colours which meant we had the after noon to ourselves to
free ski. The first ski after passing the course was a real buzz as
we had the chance to put all we had lear ned on the course and
not have anybody looking at you with a critical eye. Everyone in
the group would like to say a special thanks to the instructors for
doing such a great job and having a great deal of patience.
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Making our way uphill on a pair of skis!

among all the participating ski touring
members was that it was a really
good 2 days.

At the top — without using a single ski lift!

THE WIRE, APRIL2009



SIG BYRNE'S ACCOUNT OF STEPPING UP TO THE “BIG
BOYS” GROUP

This was my first experience skiing with the TA and hopefully it
will not be my last! With the entourage spilt in to 3 gr oups; the
Beginners, the Intermediates and the Advanced, | had the
opportunity to ski in the Advanced gr oup for the last 2 days after
gaining my Ski Tour Proficiency. Throughout the week we
traveled to 4 different resorts. This meant we experienced the
variety in the types of slopes on of fer, be it the long, wide Red
runs in Steinplatte to the narrow, tree lined routes in Fiebebrunn.

Being in the Advanced group, | soon noticed that the pace was
quick thus allowing mor e ground to be covered during the days.
This meant more slopes could be explored over a wider area. We
had 3 ski instructors on the trip. Maj Robinson , SSgt Dunn and
SSgt Abbott each brought something dif ferent to the table,
teaching the group various techniques and styles such as carving
and the human slalom. All of which were fun and intended to
further improve our skiing ability.

Each day, the group was given time to ski free. This meant we
could go where we wanted whether taking it easy on a Red,
egging it down a Black run, taking on the moguls and skiing of f-
piste with wipeouts left right and center . The competitiveness
came when we each tried the slalom on the last day, with each
one trying to outdo the other. One particular run | will remember
is the tree lined James Bond run which you can pretty much
hammer the whole way down.

Overall it was an excellent trip and great value for money. | would
recommend skiing to anybody in the Corps whether you have
skied before or have never put skis on in your life; everyone will
take something out of this type of adventur e training.

53 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

oC Maj Mar cus Cosgr ove
SSM WO2(SSM) Steve Webb

TEAM BUILDING TRAINING DAY - 28 JANUAR Y
- by Sgt McSween

The permanent staff, Regular and NRPS, within the Regt took
part in a Team Building Training Day in Broughton Hackett. The
activities were .22 Rifle shooting, Target Archery, CO2 Pistol
shooting and Go Karting.

Twenty three members of staff made the journey to Broughton
Hackett and on our arrival, we were given a brief on the day’s
activities and split into 4 gr oups. Rifle shooting, Target Archery
and Pistol shooting wer e the activities to make up the mor ning’'s
challenges with a karting championship to finish the event in the
afternoon. Each group went to their respective stands with 2
groups taking their place at the Target Archery.

This was very entertaining with a lot of banter getting dished out
between teams. There were some impressive scores with several
individuals hitting the bull. SSgt Tim Abbot had an impressive
technique and looked a pictur e with his deputy dog hat on side
ways so that one of the ears covered his left eye!

The CO2 Pistol
shooting also
produced some
very good scores.
Top shot was the
Commanding
Officer, Lt Col
Sutton who took
his target home as
a souvenir. The .22
Rifle shooting had

several individuals

thinking they were gy junch, some people were finding it harder
the next big thing than others!
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as future snipers. Some good scores meant that competition for
the top team was tight and was going to be decided by the Go
Karting.

The track was small and there were only 4 karts but the fact that
the track was outdoor and wet meant that the karting was going
to make this day one to remember. Scoring for the karting was
done by getting the fastest lap for each team member and
calculating the average time.

The very slippery track meant that you had to power slide ar ound
corners and some people found this easier to do than others. As
we had several karting virgins amongst us, it didn’ t take the
brains of an archbishop to know who wer e going to be the ones
to watch for the sheer comedy factor .

The first victim of the track was SSgt Andy Milton . Taking the
corner too fast, he span into the tyres. Watching from the stands
you could just feel the impact. The marshals rushed to his aid
and ushered him back onto the track. Y ou would think that he
would have learned from his mistake. After completing a lap and
gaining confidence, he passed the stand of hysterical onlookers,
lost control, went onto the grass and did a doughnut, leaving tyr e
marks. SSgt Ali Nash was driving like a man on a mission until
he came off the bend and realised he wasn't going to be able to
complete the cor ner. He then went through the pit lane at full
speed, knocked the cone out of his way tur ned grabbed the cone
and put it back in its corr ect position. At this point he thought he
was too cool for school. Common sense would suggest that
when you come to that cor ner again you'd proceed with caution.
Not this call sign, he continued to drive like a bat out of hell and
attempted to r epeat his pit lane stunt but collided with the tyr es
which almost catapulted him out of his kart. At this stage the
other members of staff were rolling around on the floor in
stitches.

Several members of staff, too many to name individually, took
corners too fast and ended up on the bank. With the number of
collisions and off road driving that took place, I'm surprised that
first: we were allowed to continue and second: ther e were any
karts still working!

Competition for the fastest lap of the day was fier ce but Sgt
McSween saw off the competition with a time of 16.22 sec.

The Karting team winners with the average fastest lap were team
one led by the CO. The overall results for the day’s activities had
the top 2 teams separated by only 1 point. Team 1 were victors
and each individual was awarded with a medal. Team 1
consisted of Lt Col Sutton , Capt Martin Smith (PSAO)
WO2(YofS) Bri Rawlings , SSgt ‘Robbo’ Robertson and Sgt
‘Gaz’ Morris .

67 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)
ocC Maj Richar d Bowden
GO APE - by Recruit Barratt

Climbing trees and sliding across high wires, crawling through
tunnels, crossing rope bridges, walking the plank and zipping
down to the ground! This is not just a normal ex. This is what 67
Sig Sgn did on an adventure training fun day out on 13 December
2008. Seventeen members of the Sqn went to ‘Go Ape’ in
Sherwood Forest, Nottingham. ‘Go Ape’ is an awar d—winning
high-wire forest adventure course of rope bridges, Tarzan swings
and Zip wire slide all set high up in the trees. If any of us had a
fear of heights, this sure was a test to conquer the fear, which for
me, let’s just say my rear was twitching just a tad!

At 0730hrs the team of “Tarzans and Janes” left the TAC for the
journey up to Nottingham. | was well up for the challenge, not
only to prove to myself that | could over come my fear, but |
didn’t want to let my Sgn mates down. | had never done
anything like this before in my life and at the age of 42, | was not
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about to be called a wimp, so although appr ehensive | was really
looking forward to it. We arrived at ‘Go Ape’ at 1030hrs. Having
read the brief on health and safety and signed the waiver, it was
time to step into the safety har ness. The safety guide who
briefed us, then made sure we had all followed the rules on how
to hook our harness to the cables, which would be above our
heads. Once he was sure we had mastered that, it was time to
test our nerve on a ‘baby wire’. Sgt Fred Smart did the honours
and gave us a brilliant display. Then everyone in the group had
their turn to ensure we all were attaching the safety harness
correctly. Once the safety rep was happy, it was then time to go
off on our own or in groups to attack the course.

Sgt Smart and Sgt Smith were off — they were in the trees before
you could say, ‘Robin hood and Maid Marion’, closely followed by
Sig Toshina, Pte Webb and LCpl Laur en Beardle. The rest of
us had to follow on behind, as only 3 people wer e allowed on the
platform at any time. | was far too busy climbing the sailors’ r ope
ladder. | managed to get myself onto the platform, making damn
sure | was well secured on the harness. By this time | was feeling
a bit of vertigo slightly. All | could think of was to get my r ear up
on the platform and conquer this vertigo feeling and just go
across the ‘swing’. The best part was coming down acr oss the
Zip wire. The weather wasn't too kind to us; in fact it was
absolutely pouring down, which made it even har der to grip the
ladders and wires. However, morale was high and everyone was
having a good time enjoying the challenge.

For most of the time, Cpl Frost had us in stitches with his
impression of an ape! Cpl ‘Bear’ Marshal and | spent a fair bit of
our time hugging the tree in which the platform was positioned,
not wanting to look down at the next bridge cr ossing, which was
ahead of us. Even though the harness is there, the fear of falling
just wouldn’t go!

There were 2 types of courses to do, Black being the har der
challenge and Red being normal challenge. Fair play to Rct
Edwar ds, she had chosen the more difficult crossings, which we
all had to follow on from her. Once you had finished 4 lots of
crossings, it was then down a Zip wir e which was the best part
as you could finally put your feet firmly back on solid gr ound.
It was then onto the next course, each one getting higher and
higher as you progressed onto the challenge. Then came the
Rope Drop and Spiders Web. You climb up the first part of the
tree, cross a bridge and then onto the next platform wher e you
climb even higher to approximately 200ft! But we had to crack
on as we were coming to the end of the course. At this point,

you're hooked onto the rope by your harness. Then you have to
jump off the platform and swing into the Spider’ s Web. | took one
look at Cpl Marshal who was still hugging the tr ee, and thought
in for a penny in for a pound. The adrenaline was pumping; |
jumped off, left my stomach on the platform and hit the Spider’ s
Web. It was awesome! Everyone had thoroughly enjoyed the ex
and wanted to do it all again. It was then back on boar d the mini
bus for the journey back to the TAC.

96 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

ocC Maj Navindra Gurung
SSM WO2(SSM) Adrian Gar dner

TRADE CAMP 16 — 27 JANUARY - by Sig Byrne

Going to trade camp, | was awar e that it would be an
information-packed 9 days with a lot to take in mentally and
practically. The days were often long as there would be revision
lessons offered in the evening, which were well received. At first
it was hard to take everything in, as you would lear n so much on
a wide range of subjects including Antennas and Pr opagation,
BATCO, \Wice Procedure and Electronic Warfare. Certain lectures
were made more interesting than others, partly down to the
subject and the instructors — but the majority of instruction was of
the highest possible standards.

There was some downtime in the evenings which allowed for
some socializing in the bar with a pint, with or without your notes
but for the majority with, and the PT we had was a chance to let
off some steam away from the classroom.

By the end of the week and after needless worrying we had
completed all the written tests, which everybody passed. The
trade course was completed with a deployment into the field.
This is where | think everybody learned the most — putting into
practice was had been learnt earlier in the week. Everything fell
into place and | was able to see how the comms equipment
would work if deployed on ops. | experienced being part of a
Combat Support Team (CST), setting up a det in the field and
eventually establishing some comms.

In all, | found the week challenging but very rewarding at the
same time. I'm sure | am not alone when | say thank all of the
instructors for the hard work that they had obviously put into the
course and the G4 cell that ensured all our feeding and
administrative needs were fulfilled.

38th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
SHEFFIELD

Cco Lt Col SJ Baker TD
RSM WO1(RSM) AJ Wyatt
PROMOTIONS

Congratulations are extended to the following SNCOs on their
promotions and new appointments:

From SSgt to WO2:

SSgt Kev Bedfor d, 64 Sig Sqgn, appointed SSM 46 Sig Sqgn.
SSgt Joanne Hartwell , 46 Sig Sgn, appointed Regimental
Recruiting WO.

From Sgt to SSgt

Sgt Victoria ‘Ibby’ Nevill , 64 Sig Sqn, appointed Tp SSgt
Nottingham Tp, 64 Sig Sqgn.

Sgt Shar on Mitchell , 46 Sig Sqn, appointed Tp SSgt, 46 Sig
San.

Sgt Andr ew Shaw , Sp Sqn, appointed SQMS Sp Sgn.

Sgt John Simpson RLC, Sp Sqn, appointed SSgt Chef.

44

ANNUAL CAMP 2008

This year's Annual Camp was based at Redford Cavalry Barracks,
Edinburgh. Even the deployment was eventful due to the
unseasonable weather as elements of the Regt from Sheffield,
Nottingham and Derby were confronted with torr ential rain and
diversions caused by the Al being closed due to flooding near
Morpeth, north of Newcastle. The conditions wer e so bad that
they were described by the police as ‘torr ential and persistent
level of rainfall’ which generated ‘once in a hundr ed year’
conditions. They followed the police diversions but even these
were closed by the floods and in one instance by local villagers
erecting a dam across the road in an attempt to save their homes
from the flooding. They were eventually directed into a garden
centre car park by the police wher e they were told to remain for
the night.

Capt Nick Simms , OC LAD, as the senior officer present, liaised
with the police and of fered the services of the Regt’s personnel
and 4 x 4 vehicles in support of Northumbria Police,
Northumberland Fire and Rescue and Northumberland Search
and Rescue, all of whom were deployed and stretched to the
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limit. This offer was gratefully accepted and so in the driving rain
the Land Rovers were prepared for tasking, transferring the stor es
and equipment into White Fleet vehicles. It wasn’t long before the
first request for assistance was received and the highlight of the
night was the rescue of police officers who, when on a task to
rescue stranded motorists, wer e trapped by landslides in front
and behind them. The conditions wer e so bad that the Air Sea
Rescue helicopter from RAF Boulmer was unable to attend. The
Regt's rescue was led by WO2 Trevor Croxon and the team
leader of Northumberland Search and Rescue reported that
‘without their help, we simply could not have got ther e’. The
police summed up the Regt’'s support in a letter of gratitude to
the CO, writing that ‘the conditions tested everyone involved and
your staff performed exceptionally well’.

Once all personnel arrived in Edinburgh late the following day the
Camp programme commenced. The first week was taken up with
a round-robin of military skills stands, the majority of which wer e
based on tactical scenarios. They were all of a very high
standard, with all participants lear ning from and enjoying them —
even the Chemical Biological, Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN)
training organised by 46 Sig Sqn, received praise from all the
soldiers who went through it. In addition, considerable time was
taken up with preparation for 2 (NC) Bde’s Ex GRIFFIN FOCUS
which involved the majority of those at Camp during the second
week. Those not participating in the ex undertook a full and
varied programme of military skills training.

Due to the majority of the Regt participating in Ex GRIFFIN
FOCUS during the second week of Camp, R&R was taken,
unusually, on the first Friday. Members of the Regt took full
advantage of the attractions of Edinbur gh, taking part in Ghost
Walks, visits to the Royal Yacht Britannia and to the Castle and
sampling the delights of the many r estaurants and bars of the
city.

The ex itself proved to be highly successful and although all the
ex ‘incidents’ wer e south of the border, the Regt proved its ability
to maintain effective command and contr ol of all its assets from
Edinburgh, over distances in excess of 150 miles.

EXERCISE SOMBRERO HACK

John Simpson, Capt Steve May, Capt Ken Scott, Sgt (Retd) Peter
Turner, Capt David Edmunds, Jo Knape, Geoff Allman, Capt
(Retd) Kev Innes, Lt Col Steve Richardson and Capt Les Jordan

Ex SOMBRERO HACK 2008 was a Regimental Sports Tour with
the aim of encouraging improvement in the Regt's standard of
golf. It took place in the Alicante r egion of Spain. The annual ex
to improve the Regt's golf has now been running for 6 years. It
used to be affectionately known as the ‘PSAO’s CFT’ but its
scope and aims are now much broader.

The tour was approved by the Army Sports Board and was

sponsored by the Costa Blanca Golf Society, whose assistance in
securing green fees at Society rates on 5 different courses was
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welcomed by all. We were also very grateful for the prize
sponsorship by Swanshaws Ltd, a Derbyshir e based general
haulage, storage and distribution company and by
www.gardencourtapartments.co.uk , who also provided 2
apartments at very competitive rates in a complex with a
swimming pool.

The Ryanair flights between East Midlands Airport and Alicante
produced a surprise when we discover ed that it cost mor e to
transport the luggage and golf clubs than it did to buy the
players'’ tickets. Having safely arrived in Spain, the participants
played 7 rounds of golf over the 7 days of the ex. This was a
distance of over 50 km (over 30 miles) in a straight line but most
competitors considerably exceeded this distance. All the courses
played were walked, even on Alicante, where buggies are
compulsory, the competitors walked while the buggies wer e
driven by 2 caddies.

The prizes were awarded after dinner on the final evening and the
recipients were as follows:

Regimental Competition:
Batchelor Cup - Capt Ken Scott

Sombr ero Hack Competition:

1st Swanshaws Trophy and a cheque for £100 - Capt (Retd)
Kev Innes

2nd A cheque for £65 - Capt Ken Scott

3rd A cheque for £35 - Lt Col Steve Richar dson

Most Impr oved Player:
Trophy - Capt David Edmunds

Longest W ay Round:
Shield - Capt David Edmunds

Match Ball Competition:
Golf balls - Capt (Retd) Kev Innes and Capt Ken Scott

Duffer of the W eek:
Inscribed Polo Shirt - Capt Steve May

In the final act at the prize-giving cer emony, Capt Edmunds was
awarded the task of organising the 2009 ex. This was probably
because he benefited most from Ex SOMBRERO HACK 08,
winning both the Longest W ay Round and Most Improved Golfer
awards.

The 2008 tour, ably organised by Capt Steve May in his last act
before retirement, proved to be highly competitive and was of
great benefit to Regimental Golf. The aim for 2009 is to return to
Normandy, the scene of the Regt’s highly successful 2006 ex. It
is hoped to include some practice and inter nal competition but
also at least one match against a local team.

DEARNE VALLEY COLLEGE UNIFORMED SER VICE COURSE
PRESENTATIONS

Maj Andy Powell and Capt Les Jor dan BEM were invited to
attend the Dearne Valley College Uniformed Services Course
presentation evening at Wath-Upon-Dear ne Town Hall, near
Rotherham, South Yorkshire.

It seemed an ideal night out — free nibbles and drinks on arrival, a
chance to interact with the students, do a bit of r ecruiting and
KAPE as well as an opportunity to network with the local gr eat
and the good. So proudly dressed in Barrack Dress and bulled
shoes, they turned up in the pouring rain and wer e directed to the
reception area. It all seemed to be going well, networking with
representatives from the AFCO, both RN and RAF, local
councillors, deputy mayors and police Chief Superintendents.

After the reception we were all invited to go to the main hall
where to our surprise we had reserved seats at the front of the
auditorium facing the students. ‘OK’, we thought, ‘they just like to
see what they could achieve’.
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We watched a video and then the presentations were upon us. At
this point it became appar ent that it wasn’t a ‘free lunch’. Maj
Andy Powell was called upon to present 5 prizes and when
going forward he heard Capt Les Jor dan whispering to an RAF
FIt Lt: ‘Glad I'm not a Major’. Capt Jor dan didn’t escape that
easily however as the second tranche of prizes were presented
by him.

Maj Andy Powell and Capt Les Jordan flanking top student, Jack
Holliday

After the prize-giving, a number of photographs wer e taken. The
top prize winner was, of course, a member of the Army Cadet
Force as well as a student. Cadet RSM Jack Holliday of the
Humberside and South Yorkshire ACF won the Sneddon and
Blainey Trophy for Best Overall Student.

All'in all it was an excellent night out and gave an opportunity to
show students, parents and teachers alike that the Territorials
have a lot to offer.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

ocC Maj JP Aher n TD
SSM WO2(SSM) S Coburn

MY FIRST ANNUAL CAMP - by Sig Lynsey Mercer

Excitement hit me from the start as parts of the Regt found
themselves dodging puddles on the Al and putting their training
into practice when they wer e called upon to assist
Northumberland Search and Rescue due to the non-stop
torrential rain hitting the north of England. After the dramas of
helping them, we bedded down in a gar den centre before
completing the jour ney to Edinburgh the following day.

The first few days in Edinburgh were spent trade training and for
the chefs that meant getting to grips with the new equipment
which is to replace the No 5 cook set. The Regt all came together
for sports, including my favourite, volleyball, but it was the PT
that gave us the chance to get muddy and for me to impr ove my
press-ups.

The Regimental photograph proved to be very special, as with
pressed kit we were taken into Edinburgh and had the photo
taken on the Esplanade with the Castle as a magnificent
backdrop.

The R&R day was spent with a game of 10-pin bowling in the
morning and a tour of Edinburgh Castle in the afternoon. The
views from the Castle were amazing. Included in the tour was a
visit to the military prison which | must say looked a lot nicer than
some of the military accommodation | have stayed in.

The most memorable part of Camp for me was a ride in the
Foden recovery vehicle which weighting in at 27,000 kg truck
would weigh the same as a regiment of me. | just wish that the
door handles were positioned so that | could r each them. | even
saw it in action as it demonstrated the r ecovery of a Land Rover
when Comd 2(NC) Sig Bde, Brig Hargr eaves, visited the Regt.

| really enjoyed my first Camp and learnt a great deal. All in all, it
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was a very successful camp and it was impr essive to see all the
Regt's trades working together to achieve a common goal.

46 (CITY OF DERBY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj JS Hubbar d
SSM WO?2 K Bedfor d

We bade farewell to our PSAO, Capt Ken Scott , who has retired
from the Army after almost 42 years in uniform. He enlisted on 6
December 66, was commissioned on 6 April 88 and joined 38 Sig
Regt on 7 April 95 as PSAO of 87 Sig Sgn at Triumph Road,
Nottingham. He became PSAO of 46 Sig Sqgn in Derby following
the reduction of 87 Sig Sgn to a Tp under the Futur e Army
Structures (FAS). We thank him for all he contributed to the Regt,
the RSA and Regimental golf during his 13% years with the Regt
and wish him and Maggie a long and happy retirement.

Having said that, after years of actively supporting SSAF A Forces
Help in Nottingham as a volunteer, he is now employed by them
to run their Nottinghamshire Branch. From the same office at the
Triumph Road TA Centre, Nottingham where he was PSAO for so
many years.

GS DRIVER TRAINING FOR TERRITORIALS
- by Sig Rob Weaver and Sig Linden Walker

The aim of this ‘Driver Familiarisation Training, Level 1' course is
to introduce and acquaint the student with the Land Rover 110, in
either its General Service (GS) or Fitted For Radio (FFR) variant.
This particular training course was a pilot, with the standar d
week-long course being condensed into 2 consecutive
weekends. Sounds simple, but ther e is a lot of material to cover
and not a lot of time to do it in!

The course started on the first Friday evening at 46 Sig Sqn’s
Kingsway TA Centre in Derby with a briefing on the course aims
and admin. From there we were shuttled to our training gr ound
and accommodation at Swynnerton T raining Camp in
Staffordshire. The first day was a long one, due mainly to leaving
Derby later than planned.

The first Saturday started with a session on the F/MT 600 and we
all had our civvy licences inspected (photo car d as well). This was
expanded upon by looking at how this fits into other systems of
work and in particular, how the Army Equipment Support
Publications (AESP) framework for military transport (MT) fits
together. Lesson 1 described F/MT 101, 201 and 601 forms.
After a short break, Lesson 2 presented health and safety in the
MT environment. This contained a hilarious video of ‘normal’
behaviour, highlighting dangerous practices and their root cause.
Although amusing and entertaining and probably over-
exaggerated, it showed the reasons for the Army’s regulations
and the potential severity of the consequences of not complying.
Lesson 3 followed directly from that, the subject being drivers’
hours, vehicle defects and a sub-set of the FM/T 1000 series of
documents. This is where the limiting ‘magic numbers’ on driving
time come from (11 hours daily rest, mmmmm!). Two things were
evident from this lesson, first, maintain your driver’s hours sheet,
and second, sign the Vehicle Utilisation Record (previously know
as the vehicle works ticket) before driving!

After lunch, Lesson 4 introduced us to accident and br eakdown
procedures. Hoping you will never be involved in either of these
probably isn’t enough; the more familiar you are with these before
you need to use them, the better. To further demonstrate the
importance of capturing important information, a mock accident
was staged and each student was the ‘driver’ of the Rover . The
pertinent data needs processing and entering on an F/IMT3-2
form within 30 minutes. This is harder than it seems, especially
when cold, tired and hungry. However, the lesson did show how
important it is to get these things right, especially as you ar e
legally accountable. Oh, don’t forget to get your drawing right!

After tea we had lesson 5 on Load and Restraint, focussing
predominantly on transport by r oad. The content of the lesson
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covered serviceability of a goods vehicle, loading and unloading
of goods and ways and means of tying them to the wagon.
Lesson 6 was entitled dangerous goods awareness and gave a
brief, concise account of the transportation of certain goods by
road, rail, sea and air. The detail of this particular lesson was
quite deep, yet appropriate to what needs to be known by MT
drivers.

It was a day of PowerPoint presentations and classroom study —
not helped by an uncontr ollable classroom temperature and a
poor night's sleep courtesy of a UOTC in the camp. However, it
was made all the better by tea and cake at the end.

The first Sunday started as a vehicle familiarisation and first-
works ex, putting into practice what was taught the day befor e.
From there, basic marshalling principles (using either hand or
torch signals) were demonstrated and attempted (I say attempted
because | in particular was not much good at it). A number of
‘obstacles’ wer e erected (cones on the ground to make a slalom
and garage course) and a vehicle was guided around; we were
the guides.

After a short break, for lunch, in the form of a horror bag, we left
the training ground and headed back to Derby. This was the first
of a number of assessed drives, in which the students wer e
‘guided and coached’ by the instructors. Once back at the
Kingsway TA Centre, the vehicles were stripped and cleaned.

The second weekend again began on the Friday evening, when
we had practical lessons on wheel changing and load r estraint —
crawling under Rovers and climbing over Bedfor ds — a sign of
what lay before us. After a quick brew, we headed in convoy (of a
fashion) to our training ground and accommodation at
Swynnerton again.

The second Saturday began with the only classroom study of the
weekend, a lesson on convoy driving and of f-road theory. From
there we did vehicle first-works (formerly known as ‘first parade
service’) and headed off for a drive around Staffordshire in
convoy, under the watchful eye of an instructor. The aim was to
get to grips with driving a Rover along country lanes and thr ough
built-up areas and towns. Spacing was the main pr oblem; there
seemed to be a great deal too much of it.

Having eaten lunch, we headed towards an off-road circuit. To
begin with, this was a big field with some bricks (a lot of bricks),
mud (a lot of mud), water (guess what, a lot of water) and 6
Rovers. The training was basic self-recovery and with the aid of
an instructor, each student performed inclined r ecovery (pointing
both uphill and downhill) followed by going r ound a ‘novice’
circuit, over (and under) water features and around trees. One
thing | noted was that a Rover needs more handles to hold on to!
By the end, the field, mud, rocks and water had been reduced to
a swamp, with considerable amounts of the mixtur e stuck to the
underside of the vehicles. As a surprise, the instructors had
arranged a small hill climb; small being about 50 foot and 45
degrees; 2nd gear, low ratio and full thr ottle was what it took to
get up there apparently. However | had to have 2 goes at it.
Once at the top, the only way down was back the way we came
up — you could almost stand vertically on the dashboar d, it was
that steep! Brilliant!

After tea, we went out for a night drive, illustrating how poor a
Rover’s headlights are. Someone suggested that two small
children with candles running in front might be of mor e use and |
was inclined to agree!

The second Sunday began with vehicle first-works, and then we
headed to the off-road course again. It hadn’t quite recovered
from yesterday’s battering, but the mor ning was nevertheless
spent reducing it further to a pulp and, somehow , getting the
Rovers up, around, over and through the various obstacles. On
several occasions, the rear differential housing and a solid part of
the course got intimate, not good! | believe the instructors
intended us to get stuck and at least 3 drivers wer e successful
and received a prize — up to their knees in mud and/or soaking
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wet boots wer e the awards. A demonstration (with the help of
REME) was then staged, of ‘how to get a bogged-in Rover out of
2 feet of mud’; this is easy if you have the right equipment. After
the fun was over and the vehicles had sufficient defects (practice
to be had using the fault reporting forms), we headed off to a
wash-down point — along with half the of f-road circuit. The only
drawback in having so much fun is that each Rover easily took 40
mins of cleaning!

After lunch the overall driver assessment took place, with each
student chauffeuring an instructor around. This was just like
taking a driving test, except that with slightly heavier steering and
brakes you had to plan a week in advance to use them. Once all
were done, we headed back to the TA Centre in Derby and
washed the vehicles down again! MT also repaired the Rovers
which had headlights full of water, deficient brake light bulbs and
rear reflectors. As an aside, a further 2 hrs were spent the during
following Tuesday evening washing some of the vehicles down
again. It would appear that mud and things walk.

A superb time was had by most, this being just a taste of of f-road
driving. | for one can’t wait for the Level 2 module, pr oper off-
roading!

Many thanks go to the instructors, WO2 Trev Croxon, WO2 Mick
Hallam , SSgt Stephen ‘Foggy’ Dewhurst , Cpl Andy ‘Scouse’
Kermode and Cpl Chris ‘Stokesy’ Stokes , who put a lot of time
and effort into the course, going well beyond the hours the
students did.

93 (EAST LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oC Maj RA Fitzpatrick
SSM WO2 SB Hopkinson

Maj Neil Reid handing over command of 93 Sig Sqn to Maj Robin
Fitzpatrick

A 31 year association with 93 Sqgn has finally come to an end.

Maj Neil Reid has formally handed over command of 93 (East
Lancashire) Sgn to Maj Robin Fitzpatrick . Neil has been with the
Sqgn since joining as a TA soldier in April 1977. He initially trained
as a Combat Radioman before becoming a Radio Technician. He
later went on to be appointed SSM and was commissioned on 1
April 2001 before becoming the Sqgn 2IC and finally Sqn Comd on
1 Sept 2005.

Neil now leaves to join 42 (NW) Brigade Reinforcement Team
(BRT). The Sqgn’s thanks for a job well done and best wishes for
the future go with him, his wife Jean and daughters Sarah and
Ashleigh .
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39th (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
BRISTOL

CO Lt Col CM Lankester TD
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Lithgow

SUPPORT (NORTH SOMERSET YEOMANRY) SQUADRON

ocC Maj CM Dawes TD
SSM WO2(SSM) Jones

After a 4 month gap in post, we finally have a new SPSI, SSgt
Chris Cant arrived on promotion from 21 Sig Regt in Colerne.
We welcome Chris and Abbie into the Sqn and hope they have a
happy and successful tour. Also a warm welcome to our new
SSM, WO2(SSM) Chris Jones who has joined the TA after
completing 22 years Regular service with the Corps.

Finally a special welcome to WO2(YofS) Dave Carter and SSgt
Caroline Carter’ s twins, Finlay and Tully who arrived on
Saturday 7 February 2009. We hope the parents have lots of
sleepless nights.

EXERCISE LYNX WARRIOR Ill 6 — 8 FEBRUARY 09

This was meant to be most important event during the first part of
the New Year and part of a build up to Annual Camp in Gibraltar.
It was planned as a Regimental Mil Skills Weekend and a got a
good turn out following a drill night build up training on anti
ambush drills, house clearance and lessons on orders. However it
was not to be as foul weather meant that both bridges into W ales
— the training area was Caerwent — were closed. Undeterred, the
Regimental ‘Head Shed’ retired, reorganised and replanned, and
some extremely useful training on generators, weapon cleaning
and handling, signals equipment and vehicle maintenance was
carried out, not to mention an impr omptu social evening in the
Sgn bar and an opportunity for the Sgn Of ficers to get up to date
on annual reports and other administrative matters.

EXERCISE NAJAVO | - by Sgt Phil Hal

The OC, Maj Clive Dawes
in his wisdom (I wish he
had spoken to everyone
else) decided it would be
good fun going rock
climbing during our
adventure training later on
the year. So as a steady
introduction to the
principles and techniques
of rock climbing, a day was
set up in order to take the

younger members of the

Sqn out for a bit of
practice. Therefore on 10 Watch out Gladiators, Sp Sgn are
January 2009, Sp Sgn, coming!

under the watchful eye of

yours truly, decided to have a day of indoor r ock climbing at the
local climbing centr e in Gloucester.

On arrival at the climbing centre we were introduced to our
instructor, Gemma. After a short introduction to the equipment
and how to belay, we finally hit the wall. As | was watching all the
TA soldiers clamber up and down the walls with ease, it was
finally my turn. | realised | couldn’t let the Regulars down, so |
had a go to the amusement of the TA and for which unfortunately
| have received stick ever since. After climbing a number of 7m
walls, the instructors took us on the har der and higher walls as
well as the rope ladder. Congratulations to Cfn Greg Pearson for
beating me and Capt ‘Junior’ T aylor at the “let’s see how high
we can get up the rope ladder by arms only”.
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Finally as the day was coming to a close, Gemma allowed us to
have a bit of fun bouldering. Oh what hard work on the lower
arms trying to move whilst you'r e upside down, | must admit that
muscles that | thought | didn’ t have were suddenly aching. This
is the first of many weekends the TA will have rock climbing,
luckily for me | won’t be around for the next session.

57 (CITY & COUNTY OF BRISTOL) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj lain Sainsbury
SSM WO2(SSM) Ben Newby

BSS — TRADE COURSE

SSgt Kelly , SSgt Sharp and Sgt Belshaw conducted the pre
trade/BSS training during the weekend 9 — 11 January 2009
introducing those present to topics such as Airwave, Voice
Procedure and the Corps History in preparation for the Trade
Camp 2 weeks later. Sgt Belshaw conducted a further day’s
training tailored specifically for potential technicians which pr oved
to be very useful.

35 Sig Regt hosted the 9 day trade course at Donnington Camp.
There were a lot of lessons to condense into the r elatively short
amount of time available so we were thankful for the use of our
vehicle to get us about between periods as the eating & living
guarters were on a different site to the training building.

There was an initial test to check that everyone had r etained and
understood their BSS training befor e moving straight into it. Over
the following days, theory lessons reinforced with practical’ s
covered the core areas such as Antenna Propagation, EW,
Compusec, and Mast Erection. The much feared death by
PowerPoint didn’t materialise due to the unique teaching method
of WO2 (FofS) Rawlings who seemed able to keep complicated
subjects straight forwar d and people’s motivation and interest up
when they were tired.

Trade courses are always so much fun!

We were introduced to the key pieces of equipment and vehicles
that we would encounter on our Dets as part of 2(NC) Sig Bde.
The Operators and Technicians also had trade specific instruction
covering the areas relevant to their discipline.

Once everyone had passed the various end of course exams it
was onto the final two days of assessments which facilitated
individuals the opportunity to work in teams and put into practice
the theory and skills instilled into them by the instructors.
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It was then onto a well earned night out to celebrate the
successful completion of a thor oughly professional and enjoyable
course with the view of looking forwar d to developing our skills
over the next twelve months with the aim of achieving our Class 2
qualifications.

94 (BERKSHIRE YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Vince Connelly TD
SSM WO2(SSM) Matt Chapman

EXERCISE CASTLE COMMS 1 — FORMERLY KNOWN AS
COLD START- by Lt Mark Craster and Sgt Dan Searle

886 Tp's weekend got off to a shaky start when only a few
minutes after leaving Chertsey, the gearbox broke on one of the 2
FFRs. This meant that it had to be towed back and the radio kit
moved into another vehicle before we could get back on the r oad
to Windsor. As soon as we'd got our rifles, rations, crypto and
most importantly had secur ed some kerosene for the heaters, the
2 radio dets and a GS vehicle driven by the SPSI, SSgt Stu
Ireland set off for Hankley Common training area — the site of our
first comms site at a notional Afghan National Army base. W e got
the comms in and the heaters on, sorted out the radio shifts and
got our heads down befor e the morning’s drive to Longmoor.

885 Tp were also delayed deploying on the Friday night due to
some unexpected vehicle breakdowns and being unable to full up
the jerry cans, as the water had frozen in the taps!

On our way to Longmoor Training Camp on the Saturday, the ex
realism factor stepped up a couple of notches, when our convoy
stopped at a fuel station as it was being opened. A couple of the
guys went in and came out with a bemused expr ession — neither
of the attendants spoke any English at all. With the ex set in the
notional province of ‘Hampshiria’, next door to Helmand in
Southern Afghanistan, this certainly seemed fitting.

We were pleased to arrive at the relative comfort of Longmoor
FIBUA village, not least because the heated buildings gave us a
chance to thaw out fr om the night's sub-zero temperatures.

After some breakfast we moved back outside for a weapons and
pyrotechnics safety brief given by 886’s Tp SSgt Jimmy Hear n
who had given up a free weekend from his FTRS job with Media
Ops. After sitting on the frosty grass during the brief, it was a
welcome change when we moved into a series of practical
lessons. First up was hard-targeting out of the SF base and into
a patrol formation going down the str eet. We didn’t get that far
before we came under fire from the Taliban, who were in full
Afghan garb. It wasn't just the enemy shooting us though, as a
press photographer got some good action shots too.

Next was a lesson on crossing vulnerable points and areas, given
by 886’s own LCpl ‘Paisley’ McV eigh who had recently returned
from Afghanistan with 1 Royal Irish. Later we moved into one of
the houses for a room clearance lesson with ex organiser, and
886 Tp OC, Capt MacMillan . A short theory period was followed

by a practical run-thr ough, complete with Chorley gr enades. The
house turned out to be something of a labyrinth and the enemy
were both devious and surprisingly bullet-pr oof. The scenario
then was that the Pl had to secure a landing site to the south of
the village, for a Portuguese Wessex helicopter to bring in
essential supplies.

We got to the site only to hear the pilot call sign “Rubber Duck”,
who didn’t sound very Portuguese, on the radio telling us he had
been hit by a missile coming from the village and was making a
crash landing to the north. We made a pretty rapid move there
and were approaching the helicopter when we came under attack
once more. No fire came at first, so all 3 Sects were moved into
position around the helicopter.

The scene was chaotic, with a fire burning, multiple casualties in
and around the helicopter and incoming fir e from unseen enemy
positions. Everyone had their work cut out pr oviding defence
whilst treating the casualties and unloading the supplies. The
casualties’ acting was definitely worthy of a BAFT A nomination or
two, as they screamed loudly every time they were moved. Two
Land Rovers were called forward to extract the casualties and
supplies and then the PI quickly withdr ew back to the SF base.

Overnight various patrols went out to recce suspected Taliban
missile positions. 1 Sect’s recce was cut shorter than expected
when Sig Dave ‘Earl’ Hickey moved around the corner of a
building and came almost face to face with the enemy . He
quickly darted back ar ound the building and told his Sect Comd:
“I think I've been seen!”

The overnight recce patrols had located the Taliban missile site
and so first thing Sunday mor ning, we were to carry out a Pl
attack on it. We patrolled up to the FUP and then waited for the
fire sp team to get into their position. The r est of the Pl moved
up and waited. When H — Hour came, we fought thr ough several
buildings before the enemy were killed or captured. The fighting
was intense and the enemy put up stif f resistance. On a couple
of occasions, it was so close that it br oke out into hand-to-hand.
As expected, mayhem ensued with the most noticeable incident
involved SSgt Andy Smith launching himself across the room at
an enemy combatant when his rifle jammed. What followed can
only be described as one of the best wr estling matches | have
ever seen on ex, which we allowed to go on longer than it needed
due to its entertainment value. The enemy expertly played by
members of the Defence Media Ops Gp fought to the last r ound,
indeed one ‘dead Taliban’ fighter got up and ran towar ds our
soldiers with a suspicious cable between his hands and was
promptly shot by the PI Sgt. A couple of hours later , we had
cleared all the buildings in our AOR, had a nhumber of POWSs in
our custody and located the r ocket launcher used to shoot down
the helicopter.

All in all, it was a brilliant weekend to kick start the year of f and
remove all the cobwebs that had gather ed over the festive
season. The training was complemented by having a number of
instructors who had r ecently returned from ops really helping to
create a sense of realism.

71st (YEOMANR Y) SIGNAL REGIMENT
BEXLEYHEATH

CO Lt Col TJS Allen
RSM WO1 NJ Pollitt
RHQ

Since our last busy instalment within The Wire magazine, the
Regt has returned from Christmas leave freshly recovered and
ready for what will be an extremely busy 2 years. All four Sgns
will be conducting their annual camps abr oad this year. 47 (MxY)
Sig Sgn and 68 (IC&CY) Sig Sqgn will be heading to Gibraltar on
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Ex MARBLE TOURn July 09. 70 (EY) Sig Sgn and 265 (KCLY)
Sp Sqgn will be joining up with 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sgn (200)
in Germany for their annual camp in September. Having also
being given the nod for Op TOSCA in 2010, the Regt have got a
busy period continuing with the ongoing Regt exs and pr eparing
for op deployment in Octob next year . The future’s bright, the
future’s TA!

The 2 Sig Bde Comd, Brig Hargreaves, visited the Regt on 13
January 2009. He spent time talking to the soldiers and seeing
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the various skills and assets that we can provide to him in time of
need. Not just the usual signals equipment but also REME and
medical support. During the evening, the Bde Comd had the
pleasure of presenting SSgt Steve Ball from REME with his much
deserved LS&GC medal and promoting Sgt Nick Morley to SSgt
before retiring for a curry buffet with the privileged few.
Congratulations go to both SSgts Ball and Morley .

70 (ESSEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

ocC Maj Julian Picton
SSM WO2 Richar d K Pieper

Following on from the Remembrance Parade in November 2008,
the Sgn’s main event was the Xmas weekend held on the first
weekend in December 2008. The Sqgn deployed to Crowbrough
Camp to carry out military and physical training prior to the
Christmas break. Thanks go to the SQMS, SSgt Steve
Shuttleworth , SPSI SSgt Billy Matthews and Capt James
Swain for putting this weekend together, although SSgt
Matthews was unable to attend due to prior commitments on his
MAPRIC course! LCpls Venessa Way and Tim Brayshaw
joined the remainder of the Sqn after dropping recruits off at
Pirbright RTC. A whip round was started to update the maps on
LCpl Brayshaw' s satnav system, since it appears to only have
the M3, M25 and A21 on it, as it took over 2% hours to get fr om
Pirbright to Crowbrough Camp!

The aim of the weekend was to get the less experienced SNCOs
involved in the planning and running of a Sgn ex and to this end
Sgts lan ‘Paintball’ Brazier , John ‘Compass’ Laskey , Jack
‘Blood’ Stabler and Richie Marsh were given the task to arrange
a stand. With their normal gusto and or ganisation, the junior
SNCOs completed this task with Sgt Braizer' s stand being a
battle ex using paintball guns in place of blanks. This stand went
down well with all members of the Sqn. Sgt Laskey’ s stand was
an orienteering ex and didn’t involve scattering the working parts
of an Rifle 5.56mm across Pipingford Park. Sgt Stabler assisted
by 2 potential recruits ran a battlefield casualty stand which
involved treating and recovering 2 individual soldiers. Sgt
Marsh'’s stand was the orienteering ex, which took place on the
Sunday morning.

The main event of the weekend was the OC's challenge,
something started 2 years ago by the current OC, Maj Julian
Picton . This year's challenge was ‘Ready Steady Combat Cook’,
and saw the OC and 2IC, Capt Kirk Humphries spending most
of Saturday morning in Morrisons buying supplies. Armed with a
selection of ingredients including a Sea Bream, Lamb Chops,
Chicken Breasts and Black Pudding, both 881 and 882 Tps wer e
split into 2 teams, each with the challenge to pr esent and cook
something edible within 20 mins. This challenge was taken up by
881 Tp with the assistance of Sig Jenkins as the show presenter
with Cpl Kelly Delf and LCpl William Day acting as the chefs for
the day. Both chefs did their best to cook something edible,
much to the scor n of PSI(T), Sgt Denis Long .

Sig Mills flambéing the food in style
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Not to be outdone, 882 Tp responded by putting 2Lt Alex Taffs
as the presenter and LCpl Dino Honychur ch and Sig Mills as
the chefs. Given the ingredients, they set about cooking a meal
based on Black Pudding and Sea Bream. Sig Mills excelled by
almost burning the stand down, memories of a pr evious member
of the catering corps, however having put the impending fir e out,
Cpl Kate Lonergan expertly gutted and sliced the Sea Bream,
even though the knife was blunt. Meanwhile LCpl Honychur ch
continued to produce the goods, even though Sig Alston was
busy playing with the fish head — a soul mate perhaps!

Cooking over and the tasting began, first by Sgt Long , then by
the SWVO, WO1 lan Lapidge and finally by the CO, Lt Col Allen .
Everyone except the CO managed to throw up after eating the
food, in particular the fish dish, although Cpl Nugent thought
both meals were very good and finished them both of f.

SVWO WO1 lan Lapidge tasting the fish dish!

Finishing off the day, the Sgn held a Christmas dinner which was
well received, even though a comfort br eak had to be held so that
Sig Danny White didn’t embarrass himself too much.
Presentations were made by the OC to Sig Delf, the most
promising soldier, LCpl Venessa Way as the unsung hero and
LCpl Dino Honychur ch for the most outstanding contribution.

All presentations were well received and deserved.

Sunday morning was a bit more sedate, with Sgt Marsh running
the orienteering ex. Prior to returning to TA Centres, the OC
announced that 881 Tp won the Inter-Tp competition and Capt
Rawden Leigh went forward and collected the tin of Her oes
chocolates on behalf of the Tp. The location of said tin is
currently being sought since it was last seen walking thr ough
Tunbridge Wells with 2Lt Taffs and Capt Leigh .

Congratulations to Sig Delf for completing his trade course
during the Bde Trade Camp in November 2008. Sig Delf has
completed all his military and trade qualifications in r ecord time
since joining the Sqn in April 2008. Congratulations also to Sig
Bulter for completing his 2 week CIC course at the end of
January 2009. Finally we say farewell to LCpl lan W ent who has
decided to further his car eer in the TA with a different Corps.

265 (KCLY) SUPPORT SQUADRON

ocC Maj Simon Palmer
SSM WO2 Adrian Keeble

The end of 2008 saw the Sgn deploy on Ex SHARP SANTA over
the period 5 — 7 December 2008 to practise its trade skills as well
as holding its traditional Christmas meal and end of year party .
The ex got off to a bad start when the 10 tonne truck carrying all
the kit got bogged in on Hankley Common. It gave REME a
chance to show of f their skills on the Saturday morning by taking
“minutes few” to r ecover the stranded vehicle. The evening
function saw the Sgn deploy to a local r estaurant for a hard
earned meal courtesy of the Sgn. LCpl Taff Williams was voted
Soldier of the Year and received his trophy from the Sqn OC, Maj
Simon Palmer .
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On 9 December all the available
members of the 265 Sp Sgn
“Rowathon” team, along with the CO,
Lt Col Tim Allen , had the privilege to
host LCpl Johnson Beharry VC  at
the TA Centre in Bexleyheath. We
invited him to accept our cheque for
£12,000 on behalf of our chosen
charity “Help for Her oes” as one of its
patrons. The details of our exploits
can be found in the last edition of The
Wire magazine. We were all
honoured to have such a captivating
soldier accept our cheque and we
wish him all the very best with his
recovery.

The New Year brought new
challenges for 265 Sp Sqn. High on
the agenda is the training prior to
deploying to Germany on its annual
camp later in the year. First on the
agenda was Ex SHARP RIFLE
SSgt Ridgwell led the troops off to
Hythe Ranges to take MATT 1 for
the current training year. Cpl Bob
Myers became another BCD
instructor for the Sqn while Capt
Sean Wardle put together an
excellent training package, with the
help of SSgt Tony Eastley and Sgt
Georgie Keogh , to qualify
members of the Sgn, the Regt and

On Tuesday 16 December 2008, the
CO, Lt Col Allen , had the prestigious
task of presenting 4 members of the

LCpl Beharry VC accepts the cheque for £12000 for ‘Help for
Heroes’ from SSgt Evans while the CO and members of the
Rowathon team look on

Regular Army soldiers as team
medics.

Sig Helen Rawlinson performed

Regt with medals for various achievements.
SSgt(SPSI) Trevor Evans was awarded the
Accumulated Campaign Service Medal
(ACSM) for serving a minimum of 1080 days
on ops. He was also awarded the LS&GC
medal for 15 year's exemplary service.

The OC, Maj Palmer , along with SSgt
Stuart Ridgwell and Sgt Roy Carpenter
were awarded the Volunteer Reserve Service
Medal (VRSM) for 10 years reckonable
service in the Reserve Forces.
Congratulations go to all the medal

recipients

The CO also had the pleasure of promoting
Sgt Jacky Morse to SSgt and LCpl Jef f
Porter to Cpl. Just rewards for the
considerable efforts they put into the Sgn.
This was especially pleasing for Cpl Porter ,

very well her on her trade course at the end
of the month and finished as top student.
Meanwhile WO2 Adrian Keeble and Sig
Hassan Shakir braved the cold January
weather to represent the Regt at the TA
London District Cross Country
Championship and helped to grab a much
deserved 2nd place in the team
competition and continue the Sqn’ s recent
run of success on the sports field.

The Sqn is currently preparing to deploy on
Ex PHOENIX TRAINER 4 A full report on
this ex will appear in the next issue of The
Wire.

Finally, our thoughts go out to SSgt Kev
Young, Cpl Brett Harries and LCpl Jim

Sutton who deploy to Afghanistan on Op
HERRICK We wish them a safe and

who had recently returned from a very
successful Op OCULUS tour.

The proud medal recipients and guests

enjoyable tour and look forward to seeing
them on their return to the UK.

NEWS FROM THE SQUADRONS

ocC Maj S Clarke GM, QGM*
SSM WO2(SSM) J Krikorian QVRM

At the time of writing, the Special Communications (SC) Course is
approaching the assessment phase of the 3rd module, with only
the closing, environmental training package and the confirmatory
Ex GLOBAL LYNX still to come. In all 15 students remain, with
the standard of applicants overall highly impr essive. The new
applicants have a great deal to live up to, with SC Course chief
instructor Sgt Justin Dine being appointed MBE in the New
Year’s Honours List for his exceptional work with the Sgn.

Further congratulations are due to SSgt ‘Spud’ Fawcett ,
SSgt(FofS) Bar ney Gray and SSgt Mark Gott who were all
promoted to WO2 in February.

Despite the restrictions of the tight op tempo, the Sgn has
managed to fit in its annual skiing expedition during this period as
well as its thrice-annual pre-deployment training package, which
even the remarkable February weather could not halt.
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Finally this edition of The Wire also marks the retirement of WO2
Joe Krikorian , also recently awarded the QVRM in the New
Year's Honours List. After more than 40 years service to the
Army and 5 to the Sqn, Joe’s hugely experienced input will be
sadly missed. Everyone in the Sgn wishes him the very best for
his well earned retirement.

EXERCISE REFRESHER LYNX - by Cpl Mark Lawrence

For the past 2 weeks, 1 Sig Sqn has taken part in continuation
training which is designed to pr epare the Sqn Operators for ops
all over the world. This is a package designed and implemented
by the Unit, with the assistance of a variety of specialist
instructors.

Week 1 consisted of normal MATT and some specific to role
training but sadly due to the extr eme snow, our PFT was changed
to a nice warm indoor Bleep Test and the conditions wer e to
affect the remainder of the package. Luckily the training on
Wednesday was inside — further instruction on Rapid Assault
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Initiated Defence (RAID) training. This included refresher training
on subjects such as self-defence, how to disarm an assailant and
preventing knife attacks or disarming gunmen. Cpl Robbie
Keers made the most of learning the double jugular neck
squeeze, while Cpl Sarah Falcous mastered the art of
“shredding” LCpl Liam Donkin’ s face.

Throughout the week the snow continued to fall and while a gr eat
deal of the training was rearranged, we prepared all the
equipment for the week of ranges ahead.

We arrived at the TAC nice and early and started to load all the kit
into the Transit and minibus. WO2 Fawcett thought he would
move the vehicles closer to the armoury so that we wouldn’ t have
to carry everything through the snow. Half an hour later we had
managed to get the Transit out of the icy snow drift that Spud
had driven into.

The week began with
static grouping, zeroing
and APWT ranges as
preparation for everyone
to move onto the more
technical ranges. A series
of pistol shoots on the
Tuesday morning was
followed by an afternoon
on the Individual Battle
Skills Range (IBSR) which
involved firing from
different fire positions
from different types of
cover, followed by an

individual advance to
contact shooting at a
variety of different targets.

Sgt Corin Donaldson working hard on
the Individual Battle Skills Range

Wednesday morning we had an MP5 Kurtz shoot followed by the
‘Street range’ in the afternoon. The street range is good for
practising working in pairs. Y ou walk together down the range,
and then on contact, fir e and manoeuvre back down the street
and break contact. LCpl David Thompson and LCpl Donkin
made maximum use of their fire and manoeuvre training that
evening to pinch 2 slices of cheesecake from a Para who didn’t
know what had hit him. Thursday was spent on a scenario range
using simunition equipment wher e we were put into different high
threat situations mirroring real life situations that could happen on
detachment. The DS and troops both agreed that there is no
better training than actually getting shot at — it definitely makes
you keep your head down and think about your fir e positions.

Lawrence looks for cover on the Vehicle Anti-Ambush Range

Friday was the ‘Grand Finale’ of all the training, a live fire, vehicle
anti-ambush range. We were briefed a scenario before setting off
down the range and on contact had to extract fr om the car
maintaining constant fire, while manoeuvring back to a safe
location. We were contacted from the front and both sides to
keep people guessing. Naturally the training package pr ovides
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an ideal opportunity to pr epare for deployment and practice
TTPs, but due to the heavy op tempo of the Sqgn, it is a good
chance for all the operators to get together and can pr ove hugely
entertaining.

EXERCISE CARVING LYNX - by LCpl Sarah Falcous and LCpl
Dougie Miller

Ex CARVING LYNX was a 10 day skiing expedition to Tignes,
France organised by Cpl Kev Wilson . Eight Sgqn members
deployed on the ex, with the ever-willing WO2 Andy Medley
joining us from 38 Sig Regt. He had the task of instructing the
group to Basic Ski Proficiency standard. With Cpl Paddy
Grierson , Cpl Sarah Falcous and LCpl Dougie Miller as
novices, WO2 Medley definitely had his work cut out but enjoyed
beasting them up and down the slopes!

Unfortunately Cpl DJ Latham became an early casualty, injuring
his knee after only 2 hours on the piste and having to be
evacuated off the slope in dramatic fashion (and at ridiculous
financial cost). However, everyone in the group successfully
managed to console him later on in the pub. Progress generally
remained smooth for the remainder however and it was not long
before Cpl Grierson was banishing memories of his only previous
half-day’s skiing experience in Bulgaria under the inadequate
instruction of other Sqn members.

Novice snowboarder Cpl Max Honey still on his feet for a change!

By Day 6, Capt Francis Pear ce and Cpl Max Honey (taking a
break from wiping out French skiing instructors as a novice
snowboarder) set off to tackle the Black runs while SSgt Spud
Fawcett led the rest of the group down Red and Blue runs,
interspersed with one or two stops for a well deserved hot
chocolate. On the last day we attempted to ski our way acr oss
Val d’'Isere for a final exploration of the vast area of pistes, but
unfortunately this seemed to involve mor e ski lifts than skiing and
even worse, almost cost us our lunch. However In all the
expedition tur ned out to be a very productive success.

1 Sgn making the most of fantastic snow conditions in T ignes
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oC Maj RDW Rumsey
RSM WO1(RSM) SM Watts

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER XII - by LCpl Triplett

The first game saw us beating Frimley Park Hospital, with all 5
team members winning their respective matches. Then it was
onto the APTC. This was a close contest which saw Cpl ‘Craig’
Washer play his best game to date. Overall we lost 3 — 2 but we
still had a chance to qualify for the semi-finals if we beat

ATR Winchester. In this game it all came down to Brig
Urch who was playing to keep us in the Championships.
After a long hard fought battle, he won and we
progressed into the semi-finals. There came up against
the winners of the competition for the last 5 years,
Upavon Garrison. Unfortunately we were beaten by the
team that went on to win the overall competition,
however we will be back next year!

VISIT TO HMS ARK ROYAL - by Sig Beynon

The opportunity arose for 2 members of the Sgn to go on
a 4 day visit on board HMS Ark Royal to experience how
our counterparts in the Navy work. The visit involved a
trip from Portsmouth Harbour to Liverpool. The first day
was fairly relaxed to give us a chance to get used to
being at sea during which LCpl ‘Jay’ Martin had to pay a
number of visits to the bathr oom before he got his sea
legs. The second day was spent working with their radio
operators before being taken to the deck to watch an
impressive gun display by the ship’s defence system.
Later that evening we decided to join in with cir cuit

training, which proved to be a bit tricky as we both had to

The team consisting of Cpl Campbell, LCpl Triplett, Sig McTaggart, Sig Sears, Wwork harder to compensate for the movement of the ship.

Sig Sims and Sig Todd

‘Team 1 Mech’ exchanged the sunny climates of Tidworth
Garrison for the snowy mountains of Austria in November. After a
long journey of countless Burger King visits and some
navigational errors resulting in co-driver changes, we finally
arrived at the luxurious hostel Club Kitzsteinhor n, in Zell Am See.

The training began straight away and the Sqn had people at
various levels of skiing experience, ranging from beginners to
intermediates. It took some of the beginners a while to get their
head round getting up the dr eaded T bar lift and managing to get
down the slope in one piece. As the weeks went by, the groups
started to progress onto the slalom areas. For those who have
raced before this looked simple but for the beginners it ended up
being like the crystal maze. Friday was the Team Ski and team
captains could see the progress and give a few helpful hints, or
not as the case may be. This was followed by everyone’s favorite
time of the week the Apres Ski!

The fourth and final week was racing; you would first race as an
individual then as a team. There were only 4 members to a team
of which 3 times were counted so if 1 of the first 3 had fallen then
the pressure would be on the last person to make it down in one
piece. But unfortunately this was not the case as Sig ‘Toddy’
Todd perfectly demonstrated, when he showed us how not to do
it with a spectacular wipe out.

4 DIVISION INTER UNIT SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIPS
- by Cpl Washer

After winning the Royal Signals Minor Unit Championships back
in November 2008, the Sgn thought they would try their luck at
the 4 Division Inter Unit Championships. The Sgn team consisted
of the Bde Comd, Brig Ur ch, Maj Rich Rumsey , Maj Chris
Kidd, Cpls ‘Billy’ Bedfor d and ‘Craig’ W asher with LCpl
Donnelly travelling as a reserve. After a hairy ride with Cpl
Bedfor d at the wheel, we arrived in one piece. The mandatory
brief was issued and then it was time for the Championships to
start. Eight teams had entered and we were split into 2 leagues.
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On the third and fourth day we had a tour ar ound the
bridge and various other compartments of the ship. W e were
also meant to have had a ride in the Sea King and Chinook that
were on the deck but due to ‘complications’ this experience was
cancelled — so we spent that time having a few beers in the
Juniors Mess, which was just as good.

We finally set foot in Liverpool after what seemed like 4 long days
at sea and after a few bouts of sea sickness, LCpl Martin and |
both agreed that we made the right choice in joining the Army!

On board HMS Ark Royal in Portsmouth Harbour
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ROYAL SIGNALS CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIP
- by LCpl Howland

In November all willing and able runners from the Sqgn travelled to
Blandford Camp to compete in the Royal Signals Cr oss Country
Championship. After attending the r oute brief, there were a few
who nearly changed their mind! This involved going up and down
the dreaded chalk hill, which is well loved and remembered by
many from Phase 2 training — twice! We lined up and the gun
sounded and we were off. Sgt ‘Smudge’ Smith took an early
lead and that was the last we saw of him until the end of the
race. | soon realised | had set off a bit too ambitiously and eased
off before | burnt out in the first mile. Pretty soon Sig ‘Timo’
Timoney passed me and pleasantries were exchanged. By
around the 5 mile mark, | think all the runners were starting to feel
it except Sgt ‘Smudge’ Smith  who was probably finished and
having a brew. Soon it was all over and the Sqn did really well

coming second in both the Male
and Female Minor Unit events,
which meant we qualified for the
Army Finals. In the male race
individuals placed were: Sgt
‘Smudge’ Smith 2nd, Sig
‘Timo’ Timoney 48th, LCpl
‘Mark’ Howland 57th, LCpl
‘Catty’ Catson 59th Sig
‘Smudge’ Smith  82nd and Sig
‘Jack’ Arbon 102nd. In the
female race: Capt ‘H’ Hunston
was 19th, Cpl ‘Shar on’ Loftus
21st and Cpl ‘Lindsey’ Deal
45th. Overall not a bad day for
the ever increasing 215 Sig Sgn
trophy cabinet!

Sgt Smith hears there is a brew
waiting for him at the end

ocC Maj A Greenfield
RSM WO1(RSM) Greenwood

December was a month everyone in the Sqn was looking forwar d
to, as it meant we were finally returning to Germany after 6
months of living on the COB. Some people talked about how
they would miss their Stonehenge at night and others wer e not
looking forward to going back to the cold in Germany but overall
there was a sense of excitement in the air.

20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (200) arrived on various flights and
slowly and surely the RIP started to take place. Euphrates Tp
and the majority of SHQ went thr ough their compr ession package
in Cyprus first and Tigris Tp and the QM’s Dept were only a
couple of days behind. In true Red Rat style, we wer e welcomed
back by the families in the Sgn bar and once all kit and
equipment was accounted for, everyone set about making the
most of being back!

We only had 10 days in work before departing on Post Tour
Leave and for the majority of this time we wer e on functions! One
of the key events was the medal parade. We joined up with 32
Engr Regt and marched proudly through Bergen town and
received our medals from the Bde Comd. Despite the cold
weather, a huge crowd came to watch the event and enjoy the
music in the town centre. We steadily marched onto to the
Stadthalle, the only blip being when the whole parade had to
disband due to an ambulance tearing past with the sir ens on! Of
course we formed back up and str eamed into the warmth for a
well deserved beer. The atmosphere inside the Stadthalle was in
full flow, with plenty of snacks and good German beer going
round. The Bde Comd and Mayor of Bergen made a speech
thanking everyone for their efforts and overall a good evening
was had by all.

BARSBY CUP

The Barsby Cup was inaugurated in 2008 as a reminder to Sig
Scott Barsby who was tragically killed in a road traffic accident
prior to our deployment. It was an opportunity for the Of ficers,
WOs and SNCOs to challenge the rest of the Sgn to a game of
rugby. The match was an evenly contested affair, with Scott and
Wayne ‘Barsby’ travelling over from the UK to participate. The
Juniors deservedly took the game 15 — 5 though referee Cpl
Burton did appear decidedly one sided! It was then straight into
the Bar for the Man of the Match pr esentation that went to LCpl
Graham .

The remainder of our time in Germany prior to Christmas was

spent sorting out personal administration and attending all the
various Christmas functions. For those that can r emember it, our
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Sgn Christmas function, which took place at the T arget Factory,
was a huge success. Eventually 12 December came and
everyone dispersed to the four winds to make the most of having
6 weeks off.

The return back to work on 26 January 2009 came around far too
quickly and the Sgn are now in the flow of being back in
Barracks. The first couple of weeks have seen a Board of Officers
take place alongside organising the garages back into a working
environment. The armoury is up and running with the track
bashing already taking place and the vehicles are slowly getting
signed down to the Tps to maintain and car e for.

EXERCISE TOUGH RAT - by Sig Wiles

On 31 January 09, 20 members of the Sqn made the long drive
back to the UK to visit The National Memorial Arbor etum and
participate in an arduous physical event known as ‘Tough Guy'.

Set within the National Forest of Staffordshire, near Lichfield, the
National Arboretum was established in 1997, on former gravel
and sand pits gifted fr om Lafarge Aggregates. It already contains
150 memorials of national significance. The Arboretum is not
only for Armed Forces but also contains gardens and memorials
for both the police and fir e services who have lost their lives on
and off duty. The Arboretum is broken down into many gardens
dedicated to the cause of remembrance and sacrifice, including a
museum to the Burma railway POWs and POWSs from WW2. In
October 2007, the Arboretum opened the Armed Forces Memorial
which is a striking and emotive memorial that contains all the
names of armed personnel who have lost their lives on duty or
due to terrorist attacks since WW2. Sadly each year new names
will be added to the memorial to commemorate the lives of the
soldiers lost in the past year. Also on the memorial is an obelisk
with a plaque that reads; “We shall remember them,” this
memorial is for all the soldiers who have lost their lives of f duty
i.e. in a road traffic accident.

The Trip to the National Memorial Arbor etum was very moving
and all of the soldiers from 207 were touched by what they had
seen and what the arboretum was there to represent. The
memorial, the history and the sense of national pride was what
was left as you left the arboretum another great way to remember
our past.

On 1 February 2009, a team of 18 took part in an event that is
billed as “the safest most danger ous taste of physical and mental
endurance pain in the world”, the Tough Guy Challenge. The
competition was first formed in 1987 with only a few hundr ed
competitors but over the years it has gr own to become one of the
hardest, physically and mentally, events in the world. All the
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money raised from the entry fees and on the day go to ‘Mr.
Mouse’s farm for unfortunates’ and ‘The horse sanctuary ’, giving
many retired and abandoned horses and animals a place to live,
as well as providing jobs for youth of fenders.

Stepping off of the mini-bus at 0900hrs Sunday mor ning at South
Perton Farm, near Wolverhampton, many of the team were
wondering “what have | done? Why did | volunteer for this?”
After getting registered and taking a few pictur es, it was time to
get to the starting point. Many of the team wer e apprehensive
and not too sure on the challenge that lay ahead but morale was
high and after a few ear aching songs from Loughborough
University and Sig Rose unfortunately wetting himself, we wer e
ready to start.

Looking happy before the event

Posing for the camera during the race

The Event had many “obstacles” including running, hill r eps,
electric fields, bur ning hay, tunnels, mud pits, mini assault
courses, cargo nets, loads of freezing cold water and many other
grueling tasks. It's no easy accomplishment to complete this
event. Out of 6000 men and women taking part the injury list
was impressive; over 600 cases of hypothermia, 68 broken
bones, 217 dislocations and 23 cases of pur e exhaustion, no
wonder there were so many ambulances around!

The event was a great success with every member of the team
completing the event, apart from Sgt Bufton who stayed back
and kept the bus warm for our safe r eturn, which was ‘heaven
sent’ when you couldn’ t feel anything below your waist. Cpl
Matthews and Sig Wright were first in with a time of 2 hrs and
the rest of the team following behind in the next 40 mins.

oC Maj IR Hargr eaves
RSM WO1 A Morris

EXERCISE GRAND PRIX 4 HICON - by Cpl ‘Mac’ McCarthy _

The Alpha Tp deployment to Kenya left a chilly United Kingdom
and landed in a sweltering Nairobi. The long drive from Nairobi
airport to the training area near Nanyuki on the Equator was
broken by a brief stop at a Kenyan souvenir shop. WO2(YofS)
Rogers got himself a real bargain on a wooden elephant, only
6000 Ksh (£59), what can | say — that shop had big windows!

We spent our first night at Turacco Farm in 12x12s, which is
where we found out the hard way that jungle sleeping bags don’t
cut the mustard at 2000m above sea level. After a chilly night's
sleep or lack there of, we moved into the Nanyuki Show Ground
(NSG) which was to be the base from where we would prepare
for the HICON deployment.

The main tasks to be completed while at NSG wer e to account
for all the freight that had been shipped over, complete some
comms training and carry out comms r ecces. No plan survives
first contact, to quote a classic cliché and we spent the first week
chasing our tails looking for ‘missing’ equipment while also
carrying out 506 training, only to find out that it was going to

have to be replaced with Inmarsat. All the problems with freight
and the 506 paled into insignificance compar ed to the shortage of
Bowman FFRs. This was made slightly more acute by Sig
Donegan and his attempt to form a Royal Signals Aerobatics
Land Rover display team. By Day 5, most of the issues had been
ironed out and we were ready to build HICON.

As concurrent activity, WO2(YofS) Rogers , SSgt Sherlock , Cpl

Martin and | went to Nairobi to bring back r eplacement Land
Rover FFRs. This went well until it was pointed out by the
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Yeoman that we may have forgotten the trailers. While the final
phase of the build was being completed, Sig Stell and | deployed
to Archers Post to teach 3 RIFLES how to use Inmarsat. On our
return, 2 experienced operators had to be sent up to the Rebr o
det to help LCpl Vine with his comms problems.

A good learning experience for all involved given the distances
and forward planning involved in such a deployment. But, now
that the creases have been ironed out, the upcoming Ex GRAND
PRIX 5 and Ex GRAND PRIX 6 should be easy running. \Watch
this space...

EXERCISE SKINNING TIGER 2008 - by Cpl lles

Ex SKINNING TIGERSstarted on the mor ning of 18 November
when we invaded Lidl in Camberley. Moving through the shop
like a plague of locusts, we gathered anything with the slightest
trace of sugar and beans. The next day with the bus loaded with
skiing stores, food and enough toilet rolls to support a dysentery
epidemic in the norther n hemisphere we set off on our exodus to
the land of the Vikings (Norway to you and me).

We were all excited about having a couple of beers on the plush
P&O ferry that we thought awaited us. When we started driving
through an obscure industrial area, our hopes for a luxury ferry
were thrown into quickly disarray. The “ferry” was actually a
Latvian cargo ship, with no bar and only one other passenger.
Then it got worse! The seas were very rough due to Force 9
gales — enough to confine 3 of the weaker lads (including Sig
Gilling and LCpl Jacques ) to their beds with sea sickness for the
30 hr crossing. It wasn't all bad though, as we did meet a r eally
interesting German trucker called Jergan who insisted on calling
me Superman in his thick guttural drawl every time he saw me
because | was wearing a superman t-shirt. The joke quickly wor e
off!
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Once off the ferry we had the long drive to Gala in the Peer Gynt
Region. The cabin was better than we expected with all mod-
cons including a sauna! Once we had moved all our stores in, it
was time for business — learning to Nordic ski! The next day we
were taught how to snowplough, double pole, diagonal stride, fall
down and get up. That whole week was used for basic ski
proficiency to practice our techniques and | don’ t mind saying,
although rewarding, it was very hard work. After getting to grips
with the basics, we ventured further and further from the local
loipes (loops) near the accommodation. The second week was
ski touring. This consisted of a series of navigation exs wher e
we all took turns at navigating around the unpisted trails, taking
into account the surrounding features like lakes, slopes and
forests. We cut the tracks for those following and stopped on
route for various practical activities such as snow shelters, under
the instruction of WO1(RSM) ‘Mo’ Morris.

Hurry up and take it!

The last 2 weeks were the expedition phase and we endeavoured
to tackle the Peer Gynts Rike (PGR). The PGR includes the valley
of Espedalen, Fefor, Gala, Fagerhoi and Skiekampen. Some of
the richest skiing traditions can be found in this r egion which
offers 630km of quiet cross country ski trails, situated among
beautiful mountains as high as 700m — 1517m. We took this in
stages, moving from settlement to settlement, cabin to cabin, and

guest house to guest house. The remote cross country trails
wind through pleasant woods, deep valleys and high mountains
with stunning views. We crossed over frozen streams and wide
open lakes. If you're lucky, like we were one day, you could even
catch a glimpse of a herd of elk (like big hairy cows!).

The expedition was extremely well organised and well funded and
we achieved all our training targets. On a personal level, | think
this expedition was one of the best things I've done in my army
career. Every one of us dug in and tried our hardest even when it
was - 21 degrees and our dodgy moustaches wer e freezing over.
By the end of the expedition phase most of us looked like band
members from the Village People!. So after we've knocked down
most of the lane markers, urinated on every track and skidded
down most loipes on our faces, we had to leave beautiful Norway
although there are a couple of Shell garage owners who will
breath a sigh of relief. | personally will miss Norway. It is one of
the most beautiful places I've seen. Also, in a remote place
called Fefor, LCpl Dale Jacques said there is “the most beautiful
hotel | have ever seen in my life”. Bless.

Santa competes in the Fagerhoi 30km

oc Maj AJ Smith
RSM WO1(RSM) DB Holr oyd

EXERCISE MERCURY WARRIOR SQUADRON BATTLE CAMP
- by LCpl Josh Page

On 9 February, 262 Sig Sqn deployed on Ex MERCURY
WARRIOR, to Haltem training area. The ex package was to
consist of live firing ranges, MATTs and low level training in basic
soldiering skills. Once in location we wer e split down into our
relevant sects and went straight onto the ranges for zer oing and
APWT, with only a few having minor dif ficulties remembering how
to shoot straight. We also had the opportunity to fir e on the
Moving Target Range which required a little more concentration.

The next day we prepared for a Fire Team Assessment around the
area of the Kohima ranges where SSgt ‘Titch’ Meakin met us for
the live firing element. That evening the Sgn was seated for a
highly entertaining night of MATT training with a few people
struggling to keep their eyes open after the day’ s activities.

During the week we would be trained on various weapon
systems, including GPMG and pistols, with a pyr otechnic demo
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conducted by Sgt ‘Jock’ Mee . Many of the Sgn had not used
the GPMG before and some had trouble getting used to the
different handling drills compar ed to the SA80, particularly Sig
Shaun Rattray , however, everyone passed their weapon handling
test ready for the Sect Defence Range.

Wednesday saw a rotation of training out on the ar ea which
included BCD, CBRN, Fire and Movement and Camouflage and
Concealment. It quickly became appar ent who the snipers were
and who you would not want as a medic if you become a
casualty. Sgt ‘Dee’ Oakes ran a realistic and complex BCD
scenario which challenged everybody and was very successful.

Thursday’s activities included a CFT and Sect Defence Range
followed by a competition shoot in which 2 Sect commanded by
Sgt ‘Donny’ Donaldson  were victorious. This was mainly thanks
to the top scor er of the day, LCpl Josh Page , gaining more
points than the rest of his sect put together.

ALPINE SKI RACING - by 2Lt Leo Conway

Our intrepid alpine team departed for the Corps Ski
Championships, Ex MERCURY GLACIER held in Kaprun, Austria
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on 22 November 2008. That day saw the first major snowfall of
the winter and the snow storm followed us all the way fr om
Gitersloh which made the jour ney eventful, if rather slow.

We joined the training camp at the beginning of W eek 2 and
spent the first day skiing as a team, finding our legs, and being
divided up into ability gr oups. After the first day on skis, 2Lt Leo
Conway realised he had a lot of work to do with only one week’ s
experience behind him, he had spent as much time on skis as the
novice group that had arrived a week earlier.

The remainder of the week was spent working on technique with
the instructors. For some this was race technique, for others it
was relearning how to get down the hill without digging their face
into the snow.

The following week saw the introduction of the race course for
those that had not yet been initiated and further race technique
training, ending with a seeding race for the Championships in the
final week. Race week began with 2 days of Giant Slalom and
finished with the more technical Slalom races. Sig Vicki Inman
stepped up her game this week after r ecovering from injury,
starting in 47th place, she made the top 30 during the racing.
LCpl Josh Page had an excellent championship leaping up 30
places during race week from 50th position to 19th. LCpl Gav
Hall was the relative veteran of the team with several
championships under his belt. He was initially seeded 7th and
finished in 9th place. He raced hard and had a spectacular fall
(without injury) on his last run. Everyone benefited massively
from the ex, developing new race techniques and building
confidence in their own abilities by thr owing themselves fearlessly
down the slopes under varying degr ees of control.

The team then continued to the 1 (UK) Armd Div Ski
Championships, Ex PIPEDOWN in Les Contamines, France
between 10 — 20 January 2009. Unfortunately for us, Sig Inman
had deployed to the Falklands in the New Year and our team was
now down to 3 men. For the team events, the top 3 scor es for
your team are counted, so we now all had to finish every race —
the pressure was on.

We soon discovered that most of the teams at this event had
been training solidly for anything up to 3 months prior to the Div
Championships. We didn't let this faze us though, and our first
day on snow for over a month saw us competing in the seeding
race. As we went up in the lift for the seeding race we looked
down at the course, initially we couldn’ t see the start gate, but
after a few minutes it finally came into view. This course was
more than twice as long as anything we had raced on befor e and
nerves began to show all round. Despite this, everyone
performed well.

After the Giant Slalom races we started downhill race training,
which was new to all of us. It quickly became appar ent that the
aim of the game was to travel faster than you could comfortably
control, down a steep slope, literally flying over ridges and jumps,
preferably without crashing out. The speed events required
nerves of steel and everyone stepped up to the mark.
Fortunately the Sgn team all survived intact, ready for the Slalom
racing on the final few days.

LCpl Page surprised even himself on the Slalom event, achieving
excellent results and making quite an impact on his seeding
position. LCpl Hall finished the championships in 44th position
and qualified for the Army Championships the following week. It
was an excellent result for a Sqn team and we are already looking
forward to building on our success next year.

NORDIC SKI RACING - by Capt Russ Moody

| found out that ‘Balls Out’ is in fact short for ‘Eyeballs Out’ and
that it isn’t a general Army expletive to scare soldiers in to
running faster. Four members of 262 Sig Sqgn deployed to
Norway on Ex SUPREME TIGER in November to pepare for the
2009 Nordic skiing season; the 3 novices soon learned the
meaning of the phrase ‘Balls Out'.
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Capt Russ Moody deployed to Norway a week early, and
qualified as a BASI Nordic Instructor. The first week of the camp
saw the novice skiers learning to Classic. Classic Nordic skiing
involves preparing a ‘stick’ section of the ski and the action is like
long running, hence ‘Langlaufen’. The guys picked up the basic
techniques quickly, with Sig Paul O’Connor moving up in to one
of the intermediate groups during the first day. Sig Shaun
Rattray showed stern determination and persevered throughout
the week, even though he looked like Bambi on ice for most of
the time. LCpl Jay Howe was a little steadier, helped by his low
centre of gravity.

At the end of the first week ther e was a 5km race for all novice
racers. We were mainly interested in our results compared to the
other Corps teams and it was a hard run close race between 1
Div HQ 7 Sig Regt, 7 Sig Regt and ourselves. Sig Shaun Rattray
fared the best and put in a respectable time considering he fell
over 17 times during the race. The team retired to Lillehammer
that night to celebrate but had to come home early as our
champion Nordic racer was too young to get into any of the night
clubs!

The second week
was much the
same as the first,
except we were
skating instead of
‘classicing’. It
was a much
closer run race
between our
guys as to who
would be the
fastest; Paul
having the edge
with the
technique and
Shaun with the
fitness. At the
race at the end of
the week
technique was to
pull through, with
Paul beating
Shaun by several
seconds over the
5km course.

Sig Paul O’Connor facing the Half Pipe
command task during the Patrol Race

After a break for
Christmas, we
joined the Alpine
Skiers for a jaunt down to Ex PIPEDOWN in Les Contamines. We
were joined by Sig Haagensen , and Sig Dan Whitfor d, to bolster
our numbers and allow us to enter a full team. The Div
Championships are quite a big jump from the training camp in
Norway, especially as the first event was a 15km Classic race!
We used this as a seeding race and all 5 of us competed; all
finishing in respectable times. Over the next 10 days, we
competed in the 10km biathlon sprint, the 4 x 10km mixed r elay,
4 x 7.5km biathlon relay, the floodlit challenge and the 25km
Patrol Race. It was a rollercoaster of results, and a close run
battle between 7 Sig Regt and ourselves; seemingly taking it in
turns to beat the other. We were standing neck-a-neck with them
by the time we got to the Patr ol Race and only had to finish this
gruelling 25km event, in which 7 Sigs had no team, to beat our
colleagues from Elmpt. While this seemed at face value like an
easy task to accomplish, Sig Shaun Rattray broke a ski binding
6km in to the race. As it was the team captain’ s (wrong) call not
to carry a spare ski, Capt Moody took the hit and skied the r est
of the race on just one ski, whilst Sig Rattray raced on different
length skis.

The season taught us a lot as a team, namely, train more in the
off season. We're looking forward to taking part in the Summer
Biathlon Camp in the Harz Mountains, and to thrashing 7 Sig
Regt in the 2010 season!
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oC Maj AR Fawcett
RSM WO1 MA Brown

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER XII - by Cpl Mortimer

prepare soldiers for their JCLM. The 2 week package covered
basic soldiering skills from occupying a harbour ar ea to pl attacks
and even touching on the orders process, with some individuals
giving a set of orders to their sect for a patr ol on the ex phase.

We started the week with a day on the
hills practising our navigation skills. We
then did a smaller route at night to
demonstrate the importance of bearings
and pacings. Everyone completed this
route with ease except Sig Harry Hewes
who resorted to asking a local tractor
driver for directions to the 30ft
observation tower quite obvious r oughly
10ft to his right. After confirming our map
reading skills were up to scratch we
moved onto the field lessons wher e we
carried out sect and pl level attacks, RV
drills and pyro demonstrations.

After plenty of practice crawling thr ough
rivers and throwing grenades, (aka pl
attacks) we deployed on the ex phase.
We spent the first night in a platoon
house with no sleep due to a very keen
enemy and the second night in the woods

216 (Para) Sig Sgn Snowboarding team

Ex MERCURY GLACIER is an annual event run by the Royal
Corps of Signals that is designed to develop existing snow
boarding race technique in preparation for the Army
championships. The ex was split into 2 phases. The first phase
was based in Zell am See in Austria and consisted of structur ed
lessons by the Dutch snowboar ding school Ripstar. Team
members where split up into dif ferent groups of ability. Lt Matt
Holloway found himself in the unique predicament of being an
intermediate boarder with years of experience only to be worse
than most of the novice boar ders attending. Novices were taught
the basics of how to fall down the mountain, with intermediates
being taught more advanced techniques of falling down the
mountain more gracefully. The second phase was based in
Neustift on the Stubai Glacier and consisted of a competition of
several events, namely slalom, dual slalom, boarder cross and
slope style. Unfortunately due to an unpr ecedented amount of
snow, the slopes were closed for the first few days because of
the risk of avalanche and therefore the week was cut short and
only the slalom and slope style competition took place.

This resulted in the team being able to free board together with
the opportunity to explor e the slopes. There was a sterling
performance from Sig Farigu , who was in the novice category
but managed to beat the majority of seasoned intermediate
boarders. This was however overshadowed by perhaps his
greatest achievement on the trip, which was to kiss and
subsequently fall in love with his Dutch snowboar d instructor.

The ex was a challenging experience and a welcome opportunity
for members of the Sgn to unwind after Op HERRICK 8. Cpl
Mortimer’ s finesse on a board was memorable with many
unsuspecting casualties being caused en route. Congratulations
have to go to Sig Farigu for bringing home the silverware,
coming 2nd in the novice category, with the team coming 4th
overall in the Royal Signals Minor Units competition.

EXERCISE EAGLES FELL — POTENTIAL NCO CADRE (PNCO)
- by Sig Douglas

On 18 January 2009 we deployed to Warcop training camp to

conduct a PNCO cadre. The course was aimed at the more
experienced toms and junior LCpls, to find potential NCOs and to
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in the good old traditional harbour ar ea.

As well as battling the horrific weather and
freezing temperatures, we were kept busy with recce and
standing patrols to find and fix the enemy locations and then
finally carrying out a deliberate attack at first light. It was no
shock to the course to see the final enemy positions wer e
situated next to a prominent 3ft deep freezing river, which we
found ourselves swimming thr ough within seconds of the contact
initiating.

LCpl Abdulrehman directs his men

The second week was filled with range days, wher e we passed
our APWT and then moved onto competition shoots to nominate
a ‘Best Shot’ award.

Overall the course was a good opportunity for all to r efresh basic
skills after a successful tour last year and to pr epare individuals
for more challenging courses. Top student award was given to
LCpl Harper .
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co Maj J Hill
RSM WO1L(RSM) P Jordan

MISSION REHEARSAL EXERCISE 10
MAIN TP - by SSgt Noviss

Part of the Sqn’s preparation for ops has included a change in
ORBAT and the forming of Main Tp. The Tp is tasked to provide
comms for the Bde HQ on Op HERRICK, together with an FRT,
Comd’s Operator and two IRT Operators. As well as completing
mandatory pre-deployment training, several of our sigs have
attended Team Medic cadres and TACSAT or PSC506 operator
courses.

In January, after providing support to Ex VIRTUAL PANTHER at
the CATT in Warminster, the Tp deployed to Salisbury Plain for
the Bde Mission Rehearsal Exercise (MRX 10). On arrival, we
were pleased to welcome attachments fr om 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig
Regt, who make up a significant pr oportion of the Tp manpower .
It was very encouraging to see how quickly the new arrivals
integrated themselves into the Tp and we all look forwar d to
working together on ops. The ex gave our operators a good
opportunity to gain valuable Bowman experience as well as
plenty of “hands on” with other systems. The Bde was tested in
various areas including media handling, which gave LCpl
Burbeck and Sig Dunnet a chance to make their debut
appearances on TV. Meanwhile LCpl Pickersgill and LCpl
Mudie were deployed with the RAF MERT Team, operating from a
Chinook and dealing with realistic casualties played by amputees.

IRT recovering in the snow

The Tp’s ED, LCpl Hibbins was also busy providing power for up
to 1200 exercising troops who passed thr ough “Camp Bastion” at
Ludgershall. Our Technicians and IS Ops were heavily involved in
the HQ, administering OATES terminals and setting up VTC
facilities. Sadly they were deserted by Sgt Angus after only one
week, as he had to return to camp in order to pack his hair
straighteners for the tour. Overall, the ex was a very busy but
successful time. As a troop we now look forwar d to putting our
skills into practice on Op HERRICK 10.

OMLT - by LCpl Oakley

As a member of the Rear Link Detachment attached to the 2
MERCIAN BG, | have just spent 2 weeks exercising from Knook
Camp on the 19 Lt Bde MRX. Throughout the 3 weeks training
we have been trained on different weapon systems from HMG to
GMG and Sig Sauer to 60mm Mortar to name a few. As they
taught me the knowledge of their weapon systems, | passed over
my comms experience by teaching the infanteers Bowman,
TacSAT and 506. All this training along with the cultural
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awareness lessons and scenarios working with notional ANA has
left me full of confidence prior to deploying on HERRICK 10.

Carrying the radio and the NLAW!

ARMOURED INFANTRY COMPANY - by Cpl Ben Donaldson

Over the last couple of months 209 Sig Sgn have been getting
ready for deployment to go on Op HERRICK 10. This has been
frantic at the best of times with the hectic schedule leading up to
the Sqgn’s tour of Afghanistan involving a lot of training. First it
was OPTAG training in Ballykinler, which was conducted over a
very cold week before Christmas leave. This wasn't only a
confirmation ex; it involved Ranges that wer e useful to ‘hone in
on our shooting skills’ and lots of training on the curr ent
procedures that we will use while on Op HERRICK 10.

As a Bde Sig Sqgn, many of us have been attached to various BG
that will also be involved in Op HERRICK 10. This is to provide
the BGs with experienced operators that can help out with
comms systems while in theatr e, whether it is Bowman or other
comms systems like Tacsat which is now widely used in
Afghanistan.

My det consisting only of Cpl Ben Donaldson , LCpl ‘Slim’
Hebditch and Sig ‘Newt’ Newton have been attached to C Coy,
2 Bn The Royal Welsh Regt. We have had the luck of being
attached to what will be the Armd Inf Coy during the op. Both
myself and LCpl Hebditch had the pleasure of going to BATUS
training area in November to conduct training with C Coy in
preparation for this. This gave us a chance to see what it would
be like working and living out of a W arrior armoured vehicle for
several weeks on end. During this period, we also got to know
the lads within C Coy. The temperatures in Canada proved to be
challenging reaching as low as -25° (which is cold).

After Christmas leave, we continued our training with C Coy
ending up in Castlemartin, Wales. This was C Coy’s time to
conduct training independently befor e deploying on the Bde
MRX. This week was quite possibly our wettest week ever.

During this time we became familiar on how to operate and fir e
weapon systems like the .50 cal and the LMG because no doubt
we will be using these whilst on sentry duties during Op
HERRICK But the hardest part of this week was our chance to
take part in the C Coy’s Bayonet Range! This range was aimed to
build controlled aggression which will be used in Afghanistan, and
| can honestly say it was a lick out.
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ARMOURED INFANTRY COMPANY — VIEWS OF A SIGNALLER
- by Sig Lee Newton

Upon being posted to 19 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sgn, my first unit
straight out of trade training, | was swiftly told that the Bde would
be deploying to Afghanistan on Op HERRICK 10 in March 2009
Immediately after this, | was told that | would be attached to C
Coy, 2 Bn Royal Welsh Regt with Cpl Ben Donaldson and LCpl
‘Slim’ Hebditch . This was only 6 months away at the time and
pre-deployment training was now in full flow . Training for me
started straight away and | was quickly put onto a T eam Medic
course. This was a very swift learning curve for me as lots of the
stuff was all brand new, so | had to take it in to the best of my
ability.

Not long after returning from Christmas leave, | was sent down to
C Coy who are based in Tidworth. This was in order to meet and
bond with the guys who | will be spending 6 months with. The
first ex was a range package in Castlemartin, Wales, where we
were ‘fammed’ up on many dif ferent weapon systems such as
GPMGs, LMGs, .50 Cal and grenades which we were unfamiliar
with or we had not used befor e. | had to learn them all and be
confident in using them whilst trying to make a good impr ession.
After the ex, we had a few days in Tidworth to tur n our kit around
before deploying again on the confirmation ex. This was ran as if
we were in Afghanistan which included going out on patr ols,
stagging on in the sangars, doing QRF, partaking in first aid
scenarios and dealing with Afghan nationals while learning and
applying my trade very quickly. On this ex | was attached to one
of the PIs within C Coy in order to learn and get experience in
what it is like to be a Pl signaller working in an armd inf pl, which
| enjoyed.

When | first arrived at the unit it was a bit daunting to be told |
was going to Afghanistan so quickly out of training.

Nevertheless, | feel have leamed the necessary skills and drills to
apply myself correctly on Op HERRICK 10. It has been a hard
few months and | have a few more of them ahead of me, but |
hope when | return it will have given me plenty of experience
and maturity to help me further my car eer.

SUPPORT TROOP - by LCpl Holden

As the unit deployed on SPTA on the Bde MRX, we had elements
of the Sgn based at Ludgershall (Ccamp Bastian) and Westdown
camp (Lashkar Gar). The main body of Sp Tp was based in
Westdown camp. The main role for the Tp was to support the
Bde with accommodation, with SSgt Joe Smith taking control.
Big thanks from all the lads to the SQMS for situating us the
furthest away from the shower. The store was headed up by the
QM, Capt Jim Stillie  who must have been the busiest man alive
because he could never be found except when ther e was football
on when he would be in the bar in a local town, in which case

Cpl Kieran Marsden would be the main point of call. The MT
provided the transport and fuel for the whole of SPT A and anyone
who was travelling through. SSgt ‘Red’ Davis ran the show.

Whilst still being busy, SSgt Davis thought it would also be fun to
take part in some concurr ent activities where the Tp would meet
up at 1500hrs everyday for some sort of training. Various training
took place with squadded runs and tabs a particular favourite

with Sig ‘Paz’ Par nell. We also took advantage of some down
time with some weapon training, first aid and very basic comms
training.

When the snow started coming down most people would have
thought that the morale would have been crushed but with LCpl
lan Kent escaping away on black ops, the snow was not going to
stop him. With several words of wisdom from Cfn ‘Cam’ Allan
and Sig Dave Guest entertaining us, the days just flew by. With
the ex drawing to a close, there were several VIP visits and Sp Tp
were there yet again to help the QM, making sure that all the
toilets were fully stocked with vital toilet r olls and the MT
providing drivers for the VIP passengers we were yet again fully
stretched. Then came the media visits and with the pr ospect of
having a Page 3 beauty in the back, SSgt Davis was never short
of volunteers, but as luck should have it, all we managed wer e a
few male reporters.

Overall, Sp Tp did a sterling job and received much praise from
the Bde staff.

ocC Maj APJ Coulston
RSM WO1(RSM) FAC Fensom

The Sgn are now into the full swing of Op TELIC 13 and with the
festive season well and truly out of the way, the focus has turned
to the R&R plot. This of course comes with its own issues
relating to the reliance on RAF Airways and the dreaded

machine steadily heading towards the eagerly awaited transition
period. Christmas has been and gone and brought a lot of festive
cheer amongst the Tp and the Sqn. The officers and SNCOs
kicked off the day with a rather rude wake up call, supplying the
troops with plenty of ‘Gunfir e’ to kick start the activities with LCpl
Kamal Gurung playing the bagpipes.

weather front, which seems to have hit the UK and
Germany. Why do delays only ever happen when you are
trying to get home?

First, a few parish notices: Congratulations go out to SSgt
(YofS) Jim Stewart and SSgt ‘Chief Clerk’ W right on
their selection for promotion to WO2. Welcome to Sgt
Avery, Cpls Bar naby, Brogan, Lindley and their
respective families and farewell to Sgt ‘Twiggy’ T wigg
RLC.

EUPHRATES TROOP
Tp OC Lt ‘Ali" Sargeant

Tp SSgt SSgt Shaun ‘Fr odo’ Fielding
- by SSgt Shaun Fielding

Another month has rapidly passed us by in our seemingly

endless but somewhat enjoyable tour of Iraq. The Tp has
settled in nicely and is now a well oiled and r efined working
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Squadron Hierarchy supplying Gunfire to the troops
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The Tp then eagerly moved onto the next activity, which I'm sure
they'd all been waiting for all night, the giving of the pr esents.
LCpl Chris Byr ne had already submitted his wish list to Santa
and was about to find out if all his wishes had come true. Y ou're
still here buddy so probably not! The festive activities concluded
with a Christmas Quiz Night. Some team names were far too
rude to mention but the evening was thor oughly enjoyable.

LCpl Chris Byrne giving his wish to Santa, LCpl ‘Baz’ Barrington
RADCON
SNCO Sgt Kev Bickfor d

Each dept has been kept busy in their own ar eas of expertise
with Sgt Kev Bickfor d at the helm of Radcon, steering the lads in
an ever changing direction. No one has any difficulty hearing the
radios or the Battle Capt shouting anymor e as their sideburns
have now been voluntarily adjusted to a regulation length, thanks
to the Christmas glut of welfar e razors. Cpl ‘Chewy’ Howell has
now joined civilisation again, coming of f permanent nights and
Cpl Craig Clark joins the Radcon crew for a final stint before
leaving for pastures new. LCpl ‘Kamal’ Gurung , Sig ‘Blacky’
Blackledge and Sig Shakesby have left the crew temporarily for
a stint on Safwan Hill but we promise to bring them back —
honest.

COMMCEN

With Cpl Craig Clark on loan to Radcon, the reigns in the
Commcen have been handed over to LCpl ‘Jacko’ Jackson who
is doing a sterling job, when not in the Gym on Op MASSIVE.
However, the Commcen crew are still finding time to amuse
themselves by making comedy videos that | can only hope ar e
never released to the viewing public. LCpl ‘Dibbers’ Doherty

has also been moved temporarily to cover a Tigris Tp R&R period
at the Naval Base, not only losing his internet connection but his
sideburns as well.

BRIGADE TECH WORKSHOPS

The Bde Tech Workshops has had a change of ownership
recently with Sgt ‘Smudge’ Smith taking over the helm from Sgt
Jim McArthur who is going on R&R shortly. Sgt McArthur’ s
leaving present was a massive dig out of what could only be
described as a scrap yard but is now a respectable workshop.
With the guys all opting for R&R early and the ones that are left
deploying out on jobs almost daily , the workshops resemble
something like a ghost town.

DIVISION TECH WORKSHOPS

Sgt Amie Burt and her merry band of men and one mad Welsh
woman, have been kept busy since Day 1 of the tour with the
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FofS ‘Tibsy’ Tibbetts throwing tasking orders her way left, right
and centre. A more recent one was to trace the labyrinth of
cables on the roof and find out wher e they all terminated. LCpl
Stacy Evans was one of the ones delegated with this task, which
she took on with a rather ‘laid back’ appr oach. Congratulations to
LCpl ‘Mutam’ Mutambisi  on his promotion.

LCpl Stacy Evans tracing cables!
JOCS CELL

The JOCS Cell has been cruising along nicely over the past few
weeks after a turbulent couple of months settling in and sorting
problems. The Div HQ is now a happier place and with Sgt Chris
Williams on R&R, so is his dept now that they can get on the
internet! Congratulations to LCpl Steve Stone on his promotion,
maybe now we can get some work out of him.

MILITARY SERVICE DESK

The last of our depts but certainly not the least busy . Headed up
by SSgt Richie Br own, he and his dept are constantly kept on
the hop with the ever changing comms states. Morale as ever
though is kept high with SSgt Brown dishing out plenty of banter
and highlighting any shortfalls or mistakes within his team. The
lads bring a new meaning to the term r eceptionist with their
telephone manners tuned to perfection and their customer
relationships forming well in a way that can easily be added to
their already impressive CVs. As long as they don't use the irate
US Maj as a referee they will be fine! Congratulations to Cpl
Yates on his well deserved promotion.

COB SUPPORT TROOP

QM(T) Maj PV McGarry
RQMS WO2(RQMS) Hook
MTWO WO2 ‘Daz’ Mawson

Now with the tour in full swing, all in Sp Tp have been extr emely
busy. Carrying on the good work fr om 207 Sig Sqn, accounting,
supplying, maintaining and, in the case of the QM(T) dept, more
accounting for the whole of COB — 25 Sub Units don’ t you know!
The MT have loaded the remaining vehicles for Op FONDA which
finally left the COB just before Christmas; a job well done and
completed only to hear of another tranche being planned for the
New Year.

Christmas was rather a strange event, especially for those who
were spending their first Christmas away from their loved ones.
Well, in true op style we made the best of it. W e were awoken by
the Officers and Seniors of the Sgn with a rather dodgy tasting
“Gunfire”. SQMS SSgt Mick Rogers is keeping the recipe a
secret — or should that be secretion! Santa Claus made an
appearance in the BAZ Bar, and Sig ‘Baggie’ Bagshaw was
rather upset to hear from Sig Cat Henly that he wasn’t the real
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one “ ‘cos the r eal one doesn’'t have a Scouse accent”. The
evening entertainment took the form of a good old quiz and some
members of the Tp took this opportunity to dr ess up. LCpl Kev
Hamilton and LCpl Pete Drysdale dressed up as elves and were
caught trying to snog the QM, Maj Paul McGarry - anything for a
decent SJIAR.

New Years’ Eve was an excellent night back in the Baz Bar with a
Horse Racing theme laid on by SSgt Jase W oosnam , SSgt Mick
Rogers and SSgt Chris Moor e. The costumes they made were
outstanding! SSgt Woosnam’ s looked so realistic, he resembled
John Candy from a scene in the Uncle Buck movie.

With New Year comes the inevitable resolutions and everyone
embarked on either Op MINIMISE or Op MASSIVE whichever was
the most appropriate. The MTWO and Sgt Rutherfor d managed
to build a small gym in a spare cabin next to their work place in
Camp Charlie but like all New Year resolutions, the novelty soon
wore off and only the committed few can be found ther e now -
and it's only the start of February.

Sgt Rutherfor d, Sigs ‘Wacka’ W agairairai and ‘Wally’ W alfor d
jumped at the opportunity to attend a special range day laid on
by the RAF. Wally was the most excited, he was getting outside
of the wire for the first time and could no longer be r eferred to as
a ‘COBette’. He was reliving his .50 Cal experiences to the rest
of the MT, back at the 25m pistol range ... “W ell the first shot,

nearly separated my arms from my body, but | held on. With the
adrenalin pumping | was hitting everything in sight. | only had a
few minutes then | had to relinquish the Power”. At this point Sgt
‘Daf’ Evans, who was running the 25m range, shouted whether
he was going to shoot or not. His r eply was: “Well Sarge, it's a
bit of an anti-climax firing a .50 Cal and then a pistol”. Y ou can
guess from that comment who was picking up the brass!!

Sig Wally Walford feeling the Power on the .50 Cal

oC Maj Tom Crapper
RSM WO1 Daz Collins

Business has resumed to normal in 258 Sig Sgn after what was a
busy Christmas period. In the run up to the festive season ther e
were not just the normal array of Sgn parties and management
functions, but we also continued to maintain our excellent
relationship with 30 Sig Regt by competing — and coming first
and second — in their Tough Man competition and attending mess
functions including the dining out of Lt Col For d.

In contrast to the excesses of the season, we have also been
working hard on the fitness of the Sqgn including a flying visit fr om
the Comd, Brig Lawr ence MBE who joined us for a PFT at
Gamecock Barracks. This strong emphasis on fitness and basic
military skills has continued into the New Y ear and the Sgn are
currently training towards an ACFT, which is programmed for mid-
March. We have also deployed out of camp to complete MA TTs,
in order to capture the whole Sgn in one sitting. January also
saw the Sgn complete Advanced Signaller TDT accredited
Bowman packages in barracks, which enabled non-Bowman
trained operators to complete the Advanced Signaller workbook,
and become qualified to BCIP-4F standar d. In the next couple of
months, training is being ramped up, beginning with individual Tp
level exs and then a long-range HF ex prior to major Sgn and
Bde HQ level exs throughout the spring and summer.

EXERCISE ICEBREAKER - by Lt James Harryman

There are certain sports that you would never in a million years
get to participate in if you wer e not in the Armed Forces, Skeleton
Bobsleigh being one of them. At least that was what my brain
said to me as | filled out my application for Ex ICEBREAKER !

So as | looked around Innsbruck airport, | wonder ed how many
other people in the world would willingly race down a fr ozen
track, head first on a piece of metal, armed only in L ycra! The
answer as | quickly came to find out was 11. This made me
ecstatic, as there were definitely 10 other people who wer e either
as stupid or as brave as me.
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So after all the admin had been
taken care of, we were
introduced to our sleds. | use
the term sled in a very loose
fashion. There have been
some amazing breakthroughs
in recent years in the use of
technology but Skelton
Bobsleigh sled design seems
to have been overlooked! It
looked more like something the
A-Team could have knocked up
in half an hour and this did
nothing to dispel my nerves,
which were rising at an ever
increasing speed. After a quick
lesson on steering, which
seemed rather brief, we found
ourselves walking to the start
point for our first run.
Apparently there is no easy
way to learn how to Skeleton
Bobsleigh, so the instructors
had decided we should just be
released at the female start
point and see how we got on!

Is it the Stig? No it's Lt
The only way | can explain the Harryman, one of our finest,
feeling that was running through  enjoying a Spandex moment!
my body as | lay down on the
sled, with my head 2 inches from the ice, is that of climbing
aboard a roller coaster. However, there is one major difference.
On a roller coaster you are strapped in and unless something
technical goes wrong, you will get to the end with no input fr om
yourself. This is somewhat different to hurtling down a hill and
having to negotiate 14 cor ners while holding on to a large piece
of metal weighing 40 kilos. Anyway, in great British stiff upper-lip
fashion | set off. The voices in my head which had returned by
this point were back with a vengeance, but they only lasted for a
matter of moments as every adrenalin rush | had ever
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experienced was dwarfed into insignificance. My run only lasted
for one minute but it was the best minute of my life.

The rest of the week progressed at a rapid rate. By the beginning
of the second day we wer e at the top of the run and the mor e
foolhardy members of the group were using sprinting starts by
the fourth day, much to the amazement of the instructors. This
may have been down to a somewhat testoster one filled
atmosphere, in the changing room. An unofficial race day was
held on the last day; but everybody had their own specific goals.
For some it was to get down without crashing; ther e had been
some pretty bad bruising and cuts during the week. For others it
was to get below a certain time that had been eluding them all
week, or a corner that was just not going to plan. Without
exception, | can say it has been the best sporting experience |
have ever had and would highly recommend it to anybody . It has
really caught my imagination and | will be looking forwar d to the
Army Novice Championships in February.

This is the daunting view that greets every Skeleton Bobsleigh
participant at the top of the run

SQUADRON MATTS CAMP - by Sig Mckeown

It was with heavy legs and red bleary eyes that 258 mustered
around the parade square at 0600hrs, ready to depart on one of
their biannual MATTS training camps in the Beckingham training
area. After finally finding the few missing bodies who had
obviously disagreed with the unreasonable start time, all and
sundry were loaded onto their respective coaches and deployed
for what everyone agreed was a wholly worthwhile and rewarding
experience.

Upon arrival at the training area, the Sqn were split into 2 groups.
One group would be going straight to the ranges while the other
would be experiencing the joys and delights of map r eading and
navigation. | don’t know about anyone else but for this particular
call sign, every time | feel as though I've nailed map reading,

someone ‘throws’ something new into the mix. This occasion was
to be no different with the ‘intr oduction’ of working out GMA to
the East. Cheers Sgt Lutkin ! As for the other group on the
ranges Cpl Wood earned himself a day off with a top scor e of
44/45. However, a special mention must be made to the RSM
who managed a grouping of 60mm, though the rumour is that he
declared a couple of shots.

The second day was all about the ‘man test’, NBC drills and the
delights of CS Gas. Now the particular theory to being successful
on your NBC MATT states that you go first while the instructors
are all in a relatively good mood. | was to find that this wasn’ t the
case. After donning respirator and NBC kit we wer e told to turn
around and locate the fence in the other field. As soon as my
comrades and | all said ‘Seen’, we then heard the dreaded words
‘Go!’ After setting of f we could hear the cry “last one back does .
. .” none of us were sure exactly what our instructor YofS Prydie
had said, but we knew it wasn’ t something that we would want to
be doing.

Our third day on MATTs camp consisted of BLS and mass
casualty drills. After getting an intr oduction to basic BLS
techniques, we were then asked to run through a scenario on
how we would react to a casualty. With one poor helpless doll at
the ready, there were rumours that for certain members of the
Sqn this would be their first kiss! In the evening the Sgn wer e
given their ‘Values and Standards’ MATT. All agreed that it was a
very, very thorough briefing given by Lt Bunting and not one that
the Sqgn will forget in a hurry! Special mention to the actors, the
‘RLC Chef’ and ‘Donna the cleaner’; amazing acting...the Sqgn is
looking to see if we can locate you and nominate you for Oscars.

The final day for my group was a day at the ranges and believe
me when | tell you, it wasn’t a day to remember! The weather
was shocking and the shooting was well . . . mixed! A mention
must be made to Pte Wood of the RLC who at one point had to
endure coaching tips from the OC Sqgn, the RSM and Sgt
Nessling . He did improve but then again with that type of
experience and coaxing, who wouldn’ t?

In the evening the Sqgn were given a health brief by 30 Sig Regt’s
MO. This was clearly a highlight of the week, especially when the
MO asked the audience for a quick show of hands fr om those
who took drugs . . . very amusing! We finished the evening with a
few beers and games and then hit the hay ready to deploy to
back to Bramcote first thing Friday .

We arrived back at Bramcote and walked straight into the
inevitable hour’s worth of weapon cleaning. Although tir ed, all
were in good spirits as it was now Friday, the weekend was upon
us and everyone knew that their MATTs had been completed for
another 6 months.

OTHER UNITS

LAND INFORMA TION & COMMUNICA TIONS SERVICES GROUP

LAND INFORMATION AND COMMUNICA TIONS SERVICES
GROUP

Cco Lt Col Alan Evans OBE

The Land Information and Communications Services Group
(LICSG) is the newest of the three units within the Specialist
Group Royal Signals (SGRS), the other two being 81 Sig Sqn and
the Land Information Assurance Group (LIAG). Together these
three national TA units provide specialists with curr ent
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commercial expertise and experience across the complete range
of ICS disciplines — from requirements specification, infrastructur e
design, secure architecture, project management and installation,
through to secure operation and information assurance, and
system decommissioning. They apply these expert skills to the
military environment and are given the necessary military training
to operate in that environment.

LICSG's role is the provision of expertise in system, softwar e and
network specification, design and operation. Corr ectly designed
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secure systems are critical in assuring the passage of information
between deployed commanders, PJHQ and Land Component
HQs across the spectrum of conflict.

LICSG also assists in the implementation of ICS solutions at all
levels. Specific LICSG skillsets include:

« Commer cial bid analysis and preparation

« Specification of SLAs and contractual arrangements

» Contract management

* Programme and project management

« Enterprise and Systems Ar chitecture design and
implementation

» Network Management (W ANs/LANS)

« Server infrastructur e

» Secure solutions

« Technical Inspections

LICSG has already undertaken its first operational and
development tasks — in support of a joint LIAG/LICSG task to
provide assistance and support to a friendly power , Georgia, by
the CO, Lt Col Alan Evans ; the requirements capture for a new
Personal Management Radio system in Iraq undertaken by Maj
(TOT) Phil McGiver on and in assistance on novel technology
assessment to the IPT on Future Core Networks by Capt John
Barker . Future tasks are likely to include work on the deployed
network infrastructur e in Afghanistan; the installation, operation
and resilience of Land Forces systems as part of Project
HYPERION and elements of the SOINC(A)s new responsibilities
under the Competent Army Authority and Inspectorate.

LICSG is now recruiting — and particularly keen to hear from
retired (or soon to retire) supervisory specialists — such as Traffic
Officers, Technical Officers (Telecommunications), Foremen and
Yeomen of Signals and IS Supervisors — as well as officers who
have had significant ICS military experience and who wish to

retain links with and contribute to delivering capability to the
Corps and the Army. As with LIAG, there is also the option of
offering suitably qualified civilian candidates appointment as
Specialist Officers — who follow the same commissioning and
training route as Professionally Qualified Officers (PQOs) — in the
rank of Capt.

And just to prove that in the best traditions of a Royal Signals unit
there is still ample breadth for a display of varying mess kits, the
photograph shows LICSG's inaugural unit dinner which was held
in the HQ Mess at Blandford in November 2008.

LICSG Inaugral Mess Dinner November 2008. Capt Ed Gould,
Capt John Barker, Maj Dennis Pronce, Lt Col Andy Whitmore,
Capt Phil Jones, WO2(FoS) Kevin King, Maj John Pringle and the
CO, Lt Col Alan Evans OBE

SANGCOM

SANGCOM is a joint Army and Civil Service Team working with
the Saudi Arabian National Guard (SANG). Our Mission is “to
recommend, procure and support the best, affordable, ICS
networks in order to provide Comd SANG the command and
control capability required to accomplish his mission”.
Consequently our day-to-day business does not make for
interesting Wire Notes so here is a round up of some of our other
activities.

MAJ MS TIVEY AND SIG
LIAM TIVEY

On 3 October 2008, Maj
Mark Tivey and his wife
Caroline proudly attended
their son Liam’s Passing
Out Parade at the Army
Training Centre, Pirbright.
From that day, another
Tivey had entered the
Corps to the cries of “Oh
no — not another one!”

By pure coincidence Liam
had sworn his oath at the
Bournemouth ACIO,
exactly 30 years to the day
from when his father had
done so.

Maj Tivey and Caroline
had only arrived on their

Loan Service tour in Saudi
Arabia with the SANGCOM  Maj Mark Tivey and Sig Liam Tivey
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Project Team a few days before flying back to the UK to attend
the pass off. Liam is now attending his Phase Two Training at the
Defence College of CIS at Blandford as a Communication
Systems Engineer (CSE), and will hopefully graduate later this
year.

There are of course no “First Postings” to Saudi Arabia which is
probably of huge relief to the junior member of the family.
Regardless, both Mark and Caroline are extremely proud of his
enlistment to the Corps and we all wish him well for a successful
and long career.

PRINCESS ROYAL COCKTAIL PARTY 2008

A pool party? In November? Madness! Or so | thought as |
suddenly found myself planning the illustrious event one month
after leaving the not-so-balmy shor es of Brawdy! It later became
apparent that a swim-suit style pool party was not exactly what
the Project Director had in mind.

Becoming somewhat of an annual event in the calendars of
Riyadh's Social Elite, the SANGCOM Princess Royal Day Cocktail
Party was an auspicious event. Getting over 100 guests to
remain totally dry for 3 hours socializing around the edge of the
main pool became an important factor but, for once, the plan
survived contact. Our Team was therefore able to maintain the
appropriate decorum for a Princess Royal Day and got the
opportunity to thank all the invitees for their support in 2008 (and
court their support for 2009!).

Our thanks go to WO2(YofS) Daniel Heath and his wife Alison
for their unstinting support generating the event, and to the
Sheraton Hotel Riyadh, for their life size ice sculpture of Jimmy
which survived the evening. Those of you looking to get a
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SANGCOM posting — make sure you arrive well before November
2009 so you can join in the fun and frolics with us!

The Sheraton Hotel provided the catering — the manager of said
hotel lives on our compound so he did a sterling job at a very

reasonable rate! Sticking with Mess
tradition, a raffle and money tree were
organised with 2 team members striking
gold, Lt Col Mike Burke picked up two
prizes, the top prize, a 32" LCD TV as
well as one for a round of golf at the
Intercontinental Hotel. As a confirmed
anti ‘golfite’ this br ought the largest cheer
of the evening. Maj Jason Nichols also
had a lucrative evening by scooping 2 of
the 3 prizes on the money tree — well
done Jase, the bar is over there!

The Winter Festival was just the
beginning of the Team'’s seasonal
celebrations, with the next event being
the traditional carol service. Maj Pete
and Jo Stoddart organised the event this
year and it took the form of a ‘r ound

Mr Salah Khaldi, Lt Col lan Hunter, Mrs Clare Hunter, Gp Capt Hugh Donohue, Mrs Karen
Donohue, Mrs Wendy Rickett and Mrs Erica Nichols

CHRISTMAS IN SAUDI - by Maj Paul Meehan

“What ever you do, don’t mention the C word!” Those were the
words that greeted me on my return to Saudi from my first break
outside of Kingdom in early December. My family and | had been
enjoying a break in Dubai where Christmas decorations, although
thankfully not the endless piped Christmas music, filled the
shopping malls and hotels. The reverse was true on arrival in
Riyadh. Christmas was very noticeable by its absence. Still,
although the overt mention of the Christmas festival was
discouraged, the celebrations within the team wer e not. We had
already enjoyed the SANGCOM ‘Winter Festival’ dinner, courtesy
of an excellent evening organised by Maj Mark Tivey and
WO2(FofS) Paul Wright .

robin round up’ of team members ar ound
the compound. Beginning with Pete and
Jo, they moved from house to house
singing a carol and collecting team members on the way . A great
time was had by all, with several ‘tonics’ pr ovided to keep out the
‘winter chill’. Our final car ol was sung by the entire Team to the
Project Director Col Jo Fletcher (but not Jenni as she had more
sense and was spending Christmas in Spain!) before ending up at
Pete and Jo’s for mulled grape juice and mince pies! Christmas
Day saw a traditional lunch at home for the Meehan family,
complete with Christmas crackers fr om Bahrain courtesy of Maj
Tivey, before joining other team members at the Tivey house,
rounding off the day with an interactive quiz game provided by
FofS Wright . Funnily enough he also won! Overall Christmas
was as festive as the team could make it considering the
environment and thoroughly enjoyed by all. All we need next year
is snow but | won’t be holding my br eath!

GLOBAL OPERA TIONS & SECURITY CONTROL CENTRE

AD Ops Capt CG Parsons RN
SO1 Ops Lt Col DI Whimpenny

THE GOSCC GREAT DAY OUT WALKING - 6 FEBRUARY 2009
- by WO2(YofS)Clarke Fatchett

After an extremely busy year back in 2008 in the Fulfilment and
Assurance process, supporting Ops, Overseas Garrisons, UK
Infrastructure, FLEET and all exs, it was decided that those in the
GOSCC needed to get out of the ‘bunker’ a little mor e. Capt
Danny Wilson aka DANBO, was the man with a plan. Why not
combine CFT training with something mor e pleasurable. The

date was set for 6 February, the venue was the Corsham area.

Little did we know back in January during the planning stages
what weather awaited us! On Monday 2 February the first snows
fell on Corsham. Most believed it would all clear within a day and
that would be that for another 10 years — we wer e wrong. The
snow kept falling thr oughout the whole week making it the worst
weather for over a decade. The whole of the South-W est ground
to a halt, with the exception of the GOSCC, of course.

Despite the weather, the walk went ahead with a slightly
amended route. Due to the inclement weather, the attendance
had dropped. Capt Wilson led the hard core team of Lt Col
David Whimpenny , Maj Phil Cooper , Wendi Barrie BT,
WO2(YofS) Clarke Fatchett and Dante, the dog. Wendi Barrie ,
who has recently been successful in her selection for
commissioning in the Land Information and Communications
Services Group (LICSG) wanted to see how “Regs” do it, or not
as the case may be. Due to the thick snow, we took a slight
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detour through Neston Park much to the distr ess of the landlord!
Dante in true German Shorthaired Pointer Style did his own thing,
much to the distr ess of his owner, WO2(YofS Fatchett . “He
normally does as he is told!” but no-one believed him especially
after the third hare was chased across private land! After a telling
off by the landed gentry (some Pikey in a 4x4) and a large slice of
humble pie, we were back on track.

As with all good walks, the half way point was a public house. In
this case it was the White Hart Inn, in Atworth. On arriving in the
village the following occurr ed:

Maj Phil (Corps standard orienteer and world class map r eader,

as he would like to be known) — “I know wher e we are, turn left
and keep going.”
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Capt Danny - “No, we definitely tur n right.”

Maj Phil —“No, I've lived in this area for years, we definitely turn
left.”

Capt Danny — “We turn right!”

Maj Phil — “What makes you think we tur n right?”

Capt Danny — “That building over there with the sign, The White
Hart Inn!”

Maj Phil —“Oh yeah....”

After sampling the local ale and a short lunch, we wer e on our
way again seeing more of snow covered Wiltshire. By this point
the temperature had dropped and everyone was keen to head
home. Despite a number of impromptu parachute rolls in the
snow, this time we were not geographically embarrassed and
made it home in time for tea and medals. The day was enjoyed
by all and we are now planning our next venture. Mount Everest
awaits!

THEATRE FLEET SUPPOR T UNIT (GERMANY)

THEATRE FLEET SUPPORT UNIT (GERMANY)

ocC Maj John Fleming
OIC Event: WO2(RQMS) Dave Duncan

Theatre Fleet Support Unit (Germany) (TFSU(G)) is part of Whole
Fleet Management. In short, it stores military vehicles in

penultimate location would be the Ar nhem/John Frost Bridge,
with a presentation by WO2 Jas O’Connell and LCpl John
Boden who did their best to talk over the traf fic as it was located
beside a main road. Once finished, the backdr op of the bridge,
together with a nearby artillery gun provided the ideal opportunity
for the obligatory group photo.

a controlled humidity environment, which means they are
unaffected by environmental elements like rain and wind.

Due to its nature, it is predominantly an RLC
establishment; however the unit alter nates its OC and
RSM between the RLC and Royal Signals.

The Signals are the second most represented Corps with
3 personnel! These are a Sgt, a Cpl and a LCpl, all in
the technician trade. Their role is to account for and
maintain those vehicles that are equipped with Bowman.

IT NEVER SNOWS IN SEPTEMBER
- by LCpl John Boden

“On the afternoon of 17 September 1944, Lt Joseph
Enthammer , a Wehrmacht artillery officer based in
Arnhem, gazed up to the clear skies, hardly believing
what he saw. White ‘snowflakes’ appear ed to hang in
the air. ‘That cannot be’ he thought. ‘It never snows in
September! They must be parachutists!™

However it does snow in February, as the military
personnel of TFSU(G) found out as the freshly fallen
snow from the previous night, crunched under their feet.
After assembling at Tp lines and once the seniors finally
made their mind up about which vehicles we would go

in, we finally made our way to Arnhem in our trusty
“battle” buses.

Professionally run battlefield tours have the ability to make you
catch your breath with excitement as they place you right in the
exact geographical spot of famous and infamous military
engagements. Imagination does the rest, supplying the sights,
smells and sounds of the warfare of bygone days.

However this was an in-house project; those taking part knew
very little of Arnhem and the action that took place ther e. This
would be a one day trip into the past; each element of the tour
had to be given from a British and German perspective. The
internet was the order of the day and if all else failed the library.
We made our way to our first location, Dr op Zone/Landing Zone X
Ray. Although not entirely sure we were at the right place, the
field we arrived at looked as good as any and our guides, Cpl
Sean Beck (armed with internet printout) and WO2 Mark
Dowson (armed with everything but an easel) proceeded to give
their presentations.

After this, we continued to Oosterbeek (Lonsdale) Church, a
location not as well known as others but just as important
nonetheless, especially since the church still bears the scars of
the battle that happened over nearly 60 years ago. This is a rare
sight in the area since most buildings wer e too badly damaged to
be refurbished or repaired. This and many more points were
explained by SSgt Gaz Northey and Cpl Paul Ansell . Our
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The group at Arnhem Bridge

Not everyone, however, takes a tour just to hear rattling stories of
military engagement. So finally we visited the Arnhem and
Oosterbeek War Cemetery, which contains the graves of most of
those killed during the September landings and many of those
killed in later fighting in the area. After Maj John Fleming laid a
wreath on the unit’s behalf, Cpl Tam McGinty gave a short
eulogy which was followed by a 2 mins silence. Exciting though
the battle tales had been, it was this moment that was the most
touching and the one which left many of us with the most
poignant battlefield memories.

The tour phase of our day complete, we finally got something to
eat, courtesy of Brasserie Kleyn Hartensteyn. We were offered
the special of the day which consisted of soup and a sandwich
that required eating with a knife and fork! One can only imagine
the size of the loaf it came from!

The visit over, we made our way back, going away with a gr eater
appreciation of Op MARKET GARDENand learning more from
walking the battlefield than fr om reading any number of books or
searching the internet. We may not have been professional
storytellers but together we had helped the gr oup see the
relevance of the geography, highlight the significant loss of life in
the bold but hastily pr epared battle plan, identify the r easons for
and the challenges of the battles and equally important explain
the aftermath.
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CO Lt Col Dooley
RSM WO1(RSM) Fleming

1 SQUADRON - by Cpl Halsall

The New Year has been a quiet but steady time for the personnel
of 1 Sgn. Over the Christmas and New Year period it was
business as usual, as the Sqgn still had to maintain the op tempo.
However this did not dampen the Christmas cheer. New Year
saw plenty of testing PT sessions to get rid of the excess food
and drink to bring the fitness levels up to the r equired standards.
This included battle PT and especially the dreaded log run!

In this reporting period a number of personnel have left the Sgn
and we wish them all the best in their new postings and civvy
lives. These include LCpl Sean Hogan who was posted to EOD
Catterick and Cpls Cogdell and Fielding who have decided it's
their time to leave the Army. PO Dragsnes has also left the
British forces but has applied to the Australian Air for ce to be
employed in the same capacity as in his time in the Royal Navy.
One notable arrival has been PO Baxter and we all hope he
settles in well and enjoys his time in the Sgn and sunny Cyprus.

In early January, the JINCOs completed in Ex PURPLE FORCE
which was masterminded by CPO ‘Gilly’ Gilmour . This ex was a
one day course at RAF Akrotiri and was designed to enhance the
leadership skills and confidence of the INCOs. The course
consisted of 8 command tasks and a 15 min brief on a curr ent
issue. The command tasks included a gun run, stretcher race,
putting up a 12 x 12 tent blindfold and navigating a car thr ough a
pre-designed course, with the driver being blindfolded. The

briefs were wide ranging: ‘Euthanasia’ by SAC ‘Badders’
Badderley ; ‘Who is President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad?’ by Cpl
‘Davo’ Davidson ; and ‘How do Barack Obama’s political policies
differ to those of George Bush?’ by Cpl Puttham . The briefs
were watched by Sqgn Ldr Gellini and SSM Page as well as the
other directing staff. The day was thoroughly enjoyed by all and
proved pretty useful for the INCOs, who will be on their CLM or
equivalent courses in the future.

January also saw a number of the Sgn’s personnel battle in the
minor units’ football competition. It pitched T renchard against the
Players Lounge. This was a close and hard fought game in which
the Trenchard team came out victorious 2 — 1. Sgt lan

McCarrick and Stuart Ansell scored for Trenchard with Cpl
Worboyes scoring for the Players Lounge. This victory has left
the Trenchard with a good chance of winning the competition.

JSSU PERSONNEL TO TAB PAPHOS MARATHON

Ten personnel from 1 Sqgn are training to compete in the Paphos
Marathon wearing boots and ber gens in aid of Service charities.

The servicemen are a cross-section of the Tri-Service Unit,
comprising Navy, Army and RAF personnel. They will complete
the 26 mile course carrying 40Ib of kit, including all the water
required to get through what may prove a warm morning’s work.
The team is raising money for ‘Help For Heroes’ and their efforts
have inspired a generous response. The tabbing team will
accompany several members of the wider JSSU (Cyprus)
community, who will be competing in the half marathon and 10km
events.

Cpl Adam Fear is organising training in the bondu around Ayios
Nikolaos with both loaded and unloaded runs. Several personnel
from the Troodos Sect have also accepted the challenge, and are
busy training at altitude. The team aims to complete the
marathon in less than 5 hrs but has been assured by the
organisers that the course will remain open until they finish.
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This event is a natural progression for the Ay Nik team, 3 of
whom completed the r ecent Amathunta Half Marathon, carrying
the same load and raising over €1000 for ‘Help For Heroes'. They
hope to double that amount for this event, with a tar get of €2000.
Donations can be made at
WWw.justgiving.com/jssumarathoninboots

JSSU personnel tabbing at Amathunta

2 SQUADRON - by Sgt Petch

On 6 December, 2 Sgn held what turned out to be JSSU (Cyp)
party of the year. Over 85 of the Sqn’s personnel turned out in
the Snug Tavern in various fancy dress outfits. These ranged
from the world’s tallest Leprechaun to Captain America. Other
highlights included a Reindeer and also various males in the Sgn
dressed as females.

Best fancy dress outfit of the day was Sgt Jase Clayton dressed
as a Christmas cracker closely followed by WO2(SSM) Oz
Rowley dressed as a Christmas tree. Top prize of the evening, a
32in TV was won by Comms Sp Sect, this was in tur n won by
WO1(FofS) Arundel .

Several games were played throughout the evening including a
Wii Fit challenge which was won by LMA Forbes who showed
everyone in the party how your hips should move. Entertainment
was supplied by the Unit's very own band ‘Say No to Disco’:
thanks to Sgt Matt Stratton , Mrs Lyndsey Stratton , Sgt Stu
Danes, Cpl Mike Galyer and LCpl Danny Blandfor d.

‘Say No to Disco
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Special thanks must go to Cpls Mike Britton and Steve Pullan
for organising the event, Sgt Craig Petch (well done me) for
organising the entertainment and to all the guys that did the har d
work and the clean up the following day .

A fond farewell is sent to Leading W riter Hannah Robbins and
her family who are moving to pastures new and onto HMS
Bulwark. She will be sadly missed up in SHQ and across the Sgn.
Cpl Bri Gault is leaving a tearful Line Sect behind as he also
departs JSSU and SAC Ritchie W allace leaves Comms Sp for a
job at RAF Odiham. His shoes will certainly take some filling.

A big warm welcome from the whole Sqgn goes to Sgt Grimshaw ,
TM Sect and Cpl Logan , Antenna Sect, who I'm sure will enjoy
their posting to JSSU.

Finally a massive congratulation to LCpl Swan on his recent
promotion, and therefore a further 3 years tour in Cyprus: get the
promotion drinks in!

HQ SQUADRON - by WO2(SSM) Mitchell

The OC, Maj Dave Wilson now has his feet firmly under the table
and there have been a few changes and some firm ground rules
made. Needless to say the Army are thriving, the Navy are just
getting on with it and the RAF — well, use your imagination.

Prior to the Christmas festivities the 3 day SAAM was conducted.
Each of the three Sqns entered 2 teams of 4 — not necessarily
good shots, as the results indicated. HQ Sgn managed to enter a
male team and one all female team. Sgt Lor na Wildsmith took
off the fresh paint 20m above the targets on the pistol range and
LCpl Gemma Firth avoided shooting anybody as she
disappeared backward down the fire trench. The victors 2 Sgn
were in the end.

December brought the first 4 month deployment of a commitment
in support of Op HERRICK. Twelve RAF Regt lads from Defence
Sect, traded force protection duties at JSSU (Cyp) for a tour in
Afghanistan. Before the lads deployed, the rest of the Defence
Sect and families enjoyed an afternoon of friendly football and fun
activities for the children at the Unit Rugby Club. We wish the
lads a safe return and welcome the support of the RAF Reservists
who will be supporting this unit in their absence.

The run up to Christmas was host to many festive celebrations.
The Sgn enjoyed a Christmas Dinner and some Comedy Awards
were given out to personalities who have made a name for
themselves over the year. The CO, Lt Col Dooley , did get
nominated for the physical pr owess award but only to be beaten
into second place, just like his cr oss country this season (sore
point). Before the stand down the QMSI, WO2 Lee Millett
insisted that we should celebrate the 12 days of Christmas PT
Style.

Cpl Danny Hannigan has established a long awaited Sgn
football team the Ay Nik Nomads, who have entered into a local
league. So far the Nomads have played 5 games and have yet to
register a win. They do however have Lt Jamie W alker RN
playing for them.

Congratulations to our very own Chef, LCpl Terry Miller who has
had a run of excellent results in trade competitions, winning the
All Island Catering Competition and being runner up in the
Thompson Trophy. He also picked up first prize in the comedy
awards for physical prowess, beating the CO.

Also congratulations go out to the UAO, Capt Kev Byr ne, who
has been promoted to Maj. Does this mean he can move on and
share his war stories with the rest of the Tri-Services? There’s
certainly enough to go around. Congratulations also to SSgt Jim
Bond of the UAO who recently came off the WO2 board.

We say farewell to Sgt Andy Richar ds of the Trg Wing who’s off

to 16 Sig Regt and also LCpl ‘Hendo’ Henderson from the QM'’s
Dept who we are sorry to lose to 14 Sig Regt. Good luck Guys!

68

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ROYAL SIGNALS IN CYPRUS
- by Capt Whillis

British rule on Cyprus began in 1878 but it was not until the
1950s that Army signalling acquired a noteworthy role on the
Island. Prior to this, Royal Signals involvement was minor;
Cyprus District Signals relied almost entirely on local fixed
communications run by civilian personnel. This changed in 1955,
when the British Army withdr ew from Egypt and HQ Middle East
Land Forces was set up in Episkopi. A struggle for power was
imminent on Cyprus in anticipation of self-gover nment. EOKA, an
organisation wanting union with Greece, launched a 4 year
campaign of terror and sabotage from 1955 to 1959. The Royal
Signals tasks on the island inevitably reflected this situation.

EOKASs first bombs wer e detonated on 1 April 1955, and 2 weeks
later the base of 9 Sig Regt (R) at Ayios Nikolaos came under
attack. 1st Inf Div Sig Regt came to Cyprus from Egypt in 1955
to form the Cyprus District Sig Regt. Based at Kykko Camp W est
near Troodos, the Cyprus District Sig Regt had comms dets in
Limassol, Dhekelia, Paphos and Platres, together with G Tp at
Lakitamia near Nicosia which was responsible for jamming
incoming Greek radio stations such as Radio Athens and Radio
Salonika. During the Suez operations of 1956, G Tp relocated to
Berengaria and broadcast propaganda to the Egyptians. Cyprus
District Sig Regt, renamed 29 Sig Regt in 1959, was disbanded in
1960.

Royal Signals tasks on the island in the 1950s were diverse, often
Joint in nature, and closely allied to the mission of General Staff
Intelligence (Signals) at Episkopi. Numerous Royal Signals
Wireless Tps maintained comms between Army locations, Naval
units, the coastal stations of 188 Radar and Searchlight Battery
RA and HQ in Nicosia. 4 Air Formation Sig Regt maintained
ground to air comms. 3 GHQ Sig Regt at Episkopi operated the
Commcen for the Army in the Middle East. It continues to exist
today, with its constituent 259 and 262 Sqns being amalgamated
with elements of 12 SU RAF in 2002 to form the Cyprus
Communications Unit in Episkopi and Dhekelia.

203, 214 and 215 Sig Sgs supported 3, 50 and 51 Bdes
respectively in the fight against EOKA. Operations generally took
the form of rural sweeps in the Troodos and Kyrenia mountains
and urban patrols and strikes in the major centres. Mainly
comprising National Servicemen, these Sqns wer e disbanded in
the aftermath of the Cyprus Emergency. 209 Sig Sqn, supporting
19 Inf Bde, deployed to the Island for 3 months in 1958.

A total of 13 Royal Signals personnel died in the Cyprus
Emergency between 1955-1959: 6 Sigs, 2 LCpls, 2 Cpls, 1 Sgt, 1
SSgt and a 2Lt. Nine of them were 19 or 20 years old.

After the peace agreement of 1959 proved unworkable, the UN
Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) was established to police the divide
between the Greek and Turkish communities. Designated Op
TOSCA, it has recently mainly been the preserve of RLC and RA
regts. Between October 2008 and April 2009 this r ole was filled
by 32 Sig Regt Gp, a composite TA unit. This is the first time that
the TA has been deployed on a UN peacekeeping mission.

The history of the Sigs Regt at Ayios Nikolaos began in 1947 with
the relocation of 2 Wireless Regt from Sarafand, near Haifa in
modern Lebanon. In 1959, as part of the re-numbering of Royal
Signals units, it was re-designated as 9 Sig Regt (Radio), which it
remained until 2001, when it was renamed JSSU (Ayios Nikolaos).
Amalgamation with 33 SU RAF in 2003 led to its re-designation
as JSSU (Cyprus).

JSSU CYCLISTS BACK IN THE SADDLE
The cycling fraternity of JSSU (Cyprus) is once again donning
lycra and limbering up for the annual Cyprus Cycle Challenge, to

be held in April 2009.

The 4 day, round the Island ride takes place this yearon 1 — 4
April. Participants will follow a similar course to 2008, starting at
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Troodos Station and pedalling thr ough
Nicosia, Ayios Nikolaos, Larnaca, Akrotiri,
Episkopi, Paphos and Polis before
climbing back into the mountains and
finishing at Troodos on a challenging final
day. The total distance cycled will be in
the region of 500km, with 5000m of
ascent.

Now in its 13th year, the Challenge is
supported by a highly-drilled team fr om
JSSU, who are on hand to act as
marshals, assist with repairs, patch up
injuries and mop fevered brows. As usual,
one-time Cypriot national cyclist Michael
Agrotis is assisting with the organisation
and sponsorship from his shops in Nicosia.

The beneficiaries of this year's Cycle
Challenge are ‘Help For Heroes’ and

SSAFA. It is hoped that £3500 will be
raised for the charities.

Cyprus Cycle Challenge

OC Sgn

Maj M McCorry
USM WO2(SSM) Tresidder

CYPRUS CHALLENGE - by Sig Dougherty

In November, 9 members of CCU took part in the “Cyprus 4 Day
International Challenge”. This involved: a 6km time trial, a 11km
hill run, a half marathon, culminating in a 10km run round Paphos
centre. The participants were: the CO, Wg Cdr Featherstone
WO?2 Steve Tresidder , WO2(RQMS)Andy Buckle , SSgt(YofS)
Matt Burton , SAC Neil Cor eless, Sig Chez Rogers , Sig
Graham Loney , Sig Andy Overs and me.

Day 1 was a 6km time trial on which we all set of f at different
intervals. The first to cross the line from our team was Wg Cdr
Featherstone , running a very respectable time of 23 mins 43
secs.

Day 2 consisted of an 11km hill run in Akamas Nature Park. The
race started at sea level and climbed to over 300m by the 5km
point. The next 2kms were equally tough gaining another 200m in
altitude. For the second time, the Wg Cdr was first to cr oss the
line with a time of 1hr 3mins, closely followed by WO2 Andy
Buckle in a time of 1hr 4mins.

Day 3 saw us take part in the half marathon. This started at Neo
Chorio — Smigies Picnic Area and finished on the beach of
Toxeftra. The run took us along one of the most scenic and
spectacular routes on the Island, if not in Europe. The highest
point was over 600m and by the finish we wer e so hot, we
decided to cool of f in the sea.

The final day arrived and we were all feeling sore and tired,
thankfully this leg was a flat race, over a distance of 10km ar ound
Paphos. We started in front of the ancient castle in the harbour.
This part of the challenge was open to local runners and ther efore
a lot of people took part who had not run the 3 pr evious days.
Again Wg Cdr Featherstone had the best time from our team
with 40 mins 55 secs.

Overall our team ‘Mulled Wine’ which consisted of the older
members Wg Cdr Featherstone , WO2 Steve Tresidder , and
WO2 Andy Buckle came 7th in the whole event. This was a very
good effort in achieving a combined time of 11 hrs 23 mins. The
younger members managed a time of 12 hrs 30 mins finishing a
respectable 29th of 40 teams. We are entering a team again next
year but instead of running, we may tab it in full fighting or der.
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EPISKOPI TROOP - by Sig Overs

Tp OC Lt Dusty Miller
Tp SSgt SSgt lan Farr ow

The workflow in Episkopi Tp towar ds the end of the year had
been hectic to say the least. Preparation for Project Welchman is
up and running and smaller projects such as Shadwell are
ongoing. This is keeping all the Installation Techs/Mechs on their
blistered toes.

Just before the Christmas stand down period, the unit took part
in a CCU potted sports day . Episkopi, Akrotiri and Dhekelia Tps
all entered teams to do battle with a team fr om Service Ops (RAF)

The teams went against each other in Football, Uni-Hock,
Volleyball, Dodge-ball (which never took place due to the CDT
team turning up and taking over the gym without giving us
notice!) The final event was ‘the-manliest-event’ of the day “T ug
o' War”. Our troop had been in training for weeks for this event
with a strict diet of pie and chips! Our or ganiser was under strict
instructions that the Tug-of-War winner would win the overall
event. The final was contested with Dhekelia Tp taking on the
Mighty Episkopi Tp. To say it was a no contest is an
understatement; Dhekelia Troop feebly surrendered after the first
pull! However, in the end it made no difference to the final
standings which saw Dhekelia Tp take home the illustrious Potted
Sports Trophy — although results are not confirmed until the CDT
tests are in!

Many thanks go to LCpl ‘Pops’ Larkins who organised the event
and the Bar staff of JR’s who took time out to make sur e all
contestants were “refreshed” after the events. We now look
forward to training like mad men under Cpl Thompson in the
New Year and getting the weight back of f!

AKROTIRI TROOP - by Sig Harrison

Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Watson
SSgt Cooper

Akrotiri Tp returned after the New Year looking refreshed and
raring to go. The New Year saw continuity with Welchman Cable
installations headed up by Sig Andy Hall . In January we said
farewell to Sig Van Zyl who transferred from Akrotiri and moved
to the east end of the island to work in Dhekelia. January also
saw the departure of LCpl Alex Davies who has gone to 216 Sig
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Sqgn to hopefully achieve the same wings wor n by his good friend
Cpl Al Mousley with such pride.

SSgt Cooper , Cpl Mousley , Sigs Malar ek and Hopkins left the
island in the early hours of 26 January to try their hand at skiing
in Bavaria. Let's hope none come back with any br oken bones.

The Tp continues to compete in the fortnightly events of cr oss
country and orienteering. The latter is proving to be good
practice for members of the Tp and indeed the unit who will be
attending the MAPRIC course in March.

All'in all a busy start to the year and long may it continue.
DHEKELIA TROOP - by Cpl Foster

Tp Comd Capt Moody
Tp SSgt SSgt Fisher

We've had a fairly slow start to 2009. Firstly we've had to say
goodbye to some of the biggest characters we had in the Tp.
Sig Stu Marsh has been posted to 16 Sig Regt, Sig Chez
Rogers to 7 Sig Regt and Sig Gaz McFegan to 268 Sig Sqn in
Hereford. They were all posted on promotion, so we'd all like to

congratulate them and hope they enjoy their next unit as much as
they've enjoyed Dhekelia.

Cpl Pete Udall has joined us but not for long as he’s gone back
to UK for specialist training. The other new-ish arrival is Sig Noel
Van Zyl who joins us from Akrotiri, we'd like to welcome him to
the nice end of the island.

We had a great Christmas meal at the Bitsa Bar, where we got to
sit on Santa’s knee, played by Sgt Geor die Scor er who relished
the act; he even got a kiss from Marshy . We found that Cyprus
doesn’t make party poppers, they make party bazookas which we
later used in a Christmas attack on some of the seniors’ houses.

To see the lads off we went go-karting wher e Sig Adie Goodluck
drove the kart so fast he span off on a straight, whereas Sgt
Chris Sankey didn’t show any sign of the racing form he
promised; of course he blamed it on the kart. W ell done to Sig
Van Zyl who won the day in the end.

Good luck to Sgt Chris Sankey , LCpl Dick Danby , LCpl Russ
Matthews and Sig Graham Loney who have gone to Bavaria on
Ex SNOW WARRIOR to gain their basic and advanced ski
proficiency qualifications.

SPORT

ROYAL SIGNALS — INTERNAL AND INTER CORPS SWIMMING
AND WATER POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS 2008
- by Maj Pete Griffiths

The 20th Inter-Corps Swimming and W ater Polo Championships
were contested at Aldershot on 10 — 11 December 2008. As in
previous years, we first conducted the Inter nal Corps
Championships. Once again this year it was held at HMS Heron,
which is part of RNAS Yeovilton. From this competition
individuals were selected to remain for a one week training camp
and then to represent the Corps at the Inter-Corps
Championships.

Inter nal Corps Competition — HMS Heron 2nd December 2008

The Internal Corps Competition was held at RNAS Yeovilton and
was contested between BAG, UK and ITO. Unlike in previous
years, the Swimming, was not close. This year ITO was
victorious by a large margin (35 pts) with BAG second (23 pts)
and UK a close third (20 pts). The Water Polo competition
confounded all of the pundits again this year. Prior to the start,
the UK team looked odds on favourites to r egain the trophy they
lost last year but it would seem ITO had once again for gotten to
read the script and in some fast and furious matches, ITO ran out
the clear winners beating BAG 14 — 10 and UK 7 — 6. UK was
second beating BAG 10 — 6. Prizes for the competition wer e very
kindly presented by Brig J Terrington , the President of Royal
Signals Water Polo and Swimming.

Due to a number of restraints, the numbers that attended the
internal competition wer e lower than usual but the standard of
swimming and water polo remained good and there was still keen
competition for a place in the Corps team. Those fortunate (or
possibly unfortunate) enough to be selected then r emained for a
1 week training camp to pr epare for the Inter-Corps competition.
Again this year we used the swimming pool facilities at RNAS
Yeovilton for the training camp and wer e accommodated at 21
Sig Regt at Colerne. Luckily, we maintained the same trainers as
in previous years with Helen Chamberlain training our swimmers
and Mick Flaherty continuing the development of our water polo
players both male and female. With a good training week behind
us, we moved to Aldershot on Tuesday 9 December for a ‘look’ at
the pool where the Inter-Corps was being hosted. A gentle 1
hour session under Maj Pete Grif fiths and then it was off to
Clayton Barracks for feeding and accommodation.
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Inter-Corps Championships

On the Day 1, all heats for the swimming and the league games
for the water polo were completed. Unfortunately not all our
swimmers qualified for the finals on Day 2 but enough got
through, for the team to give a good account of itself. In the
water polo the Corps B team lost 4 — 3 to REME in their first
match in League 1 after a close fought game. They then went on
to draw 2 — 2 with the RA before beating the RE 3 — 1 to secure a
place in the semi-finals. Special mention should go to Maj Ben
Psaila, Capt Blair Addison and LCpl Chris V ale for scoring the
majority of the B team goals and to LCpl Steve Grif fiths for his
efforts in goal. The A team won all of their games, 9 — 0 against
the Intelligence Corps with SSgt Steve White , SSgt Robbie Love
and Sgt Matt Lee scoring 2 each and Maj Al Patterson , SSgt
Ollie Olver and SSgt Andy Car negie grabbing 1 each. The A
team then beat the RLC 7 — 0 in an outstanding game, where
they quickly imposed themselves with a half, then full bath pr ess
which effectively strangled the opposition out of the game. The A
team then beat RE(B) team 8 — 0 with Sig Adam Hanson scoring
3, SSgts Love and Olver scoring 2 each and Sgt Lee one. In the
last game of their league stage the A team beat AMS 10 — 1 with
some outstanding polo and goals fr om Maj Patterson , SSgt
Love, SSgt Olver, SSgt White , Cpl Ollie Smith , Cpl Tom Hunt ,
Cpl Sean Peart and Sig Hanson .

The Finals — Day 2

Day 2 began with the Semi-Finals and Finals of the male and
female water polo.

Ladies water polo

The ladies water polo had 6 entries Royal Signals, Royal
Engineers, AGC, REME, Intelligence Corps and AMS. This year
the ladies team played exceptionally well beating the RE team 4 —
0 with goals for Maj Harriet Cair ns, Sgt Bev Cadogan and Cpl
Amy Phillippo . The ladies them beat the Intelligence Corps 5 - 1
with goals from Maj Cair ns, Sgt Stacey Fayers , Sgt Cadogan
and Sig Katie Holden . In their final game the ladies beat AMS 8
— 1 to secure a place in the final against the Sappers. This year
the standard of ladies water polo was very high and both teams
boasted a combination of fast swimmers and quality players but
due to some of the Signals ladies not being available for Finals
Day and some late arrivals to the RE team, the result from the

THE WIRE, APRIL2009



first game was reversed and the ladies lost 3 — 2 after a hard
fought game which saw the Corps camped in the RE half,
desperately trying to gain a 3rd goal and narrowly missing out.
This was an excellent game of water polo and had everyone on
the edge of their seats right to the end.

Male water polo

The mens A team played the Royal Signals B team in their semi-
final. We anticipated it would not be an easy game as the B
team were playing exceptionally well and consider ed by the A
team to be one of the best teams in the competition. The A team
were not to be proved wrong! In what would have been an
excellent final, the B team put up a tr emendous fight and only a
penalty save from Maj Pete Grif fiths kept them out of the A team
net early on. The final score of 6 — 0 to the A team did not do
justice to just how close the match was and ther e are a number
of B team players knocking on the A team door. Again special
mention must go to LCpl Steve Grif fiths who put on an excellent
display of goal keeping in the B team goal. Having qualified for
the final, the A team met our old rivals REME, who have qualified
for the final for the last 6 years and were determined to get
revenge for all the losses suffered at our hands over the years. In
the final, the first quarter finished 4 — 0 to the Corps with Maj
Griffiths making another penalty save. In the second quarter the
REME renewed their efforts but the quarter ended 8 — 2 to the
Corps. The third quarter ended 10 — 3 and finally the game
ended 12 — 3. Special mention must go to Sig Hanson who
scored 6, SSgt Love 4 and SSgt White and Cpl Peart one each.
This was an excellent game of water polo, played to a high
standard and in an excellent spirit and | feel sure REME will be
back again next year with renewed vigour.

Jardine, Sgt Bev Cadogan , Sgt Stacy Fayers and Sig Julie
Richar ds finished a creditable 2nd. The 4 x 50m Breaststroke
team of Maj Jar dine, Maj Harriet Cair ns, Sgt Cadogan and Sgt
Gemma Gillar d finished in 3rd. Finally the 4 x 50m Freestyle
team of Maj Cair ns, Sgt Fayers, Sig Katie Holden and Sig Julie
Richar ds also managed to snatch 3rd place which saw the ladies
finish in 3rd place overall.

The Ladies water polo Team Runners up

In the male sprint relays competition, there were again 8 teams in
the Final with the RE team dominating the

event due to an influx of new trainees who
had done a lot of high standard swimming
before joining the Army. Competition
amongst the other teams was fierce and the
Corps finished 3rd overall. Notable
achievements were the 4 x 50m
Breaststroke team of Capt Mansell
Thewliss , Sgt Matt Lee , Cpl Sean Peart
and Cpl Paul Gof f who were 2nd and the 4
x 50m Freestyle team of SSgt Andy
Carnegie, Cpl Ollie ‘Chico’ Smith , LCpl
Chris Vale and Sig Adam Hansen who
were 3rd.

This year’s results were not as good as in
previous years although the Men's A team
won the water polo for the 9th successive
year and the ladies came runners up in their
water polo competition. In the swimming
events, the Corps finished 3rd in all 4
categories. It is appreciated that there were
a number of outstanding individuals missing
and this was due in no small part to the
operational tempo, the need to attend
courses, OpTAG training and POTL. |

The Corps Water Polo A Team Inter Corps Champions

In the swimming the Individual Championships wer e fiercely
contested by all competitors. In the female events notable
achievements were Sgt Stacy Fayers who finished 2nd in the
50m freestyle and Sgt Bev Cadogan who finished 2nd in the
100m breaststroke. The ladies finished 3rd overall in the
individual team event. Although in the male individual events we
did not win one race, as a team the men wer e 3rd overall.
Notable swims were SSgt Robbie Love who was 2nd in the
veterans 50m freestyle and 3rd in the veterans 100m freestyle
and Cpl Sean Peart who finished 2nd in the 50m br eaststroke.

In the female sprint relays, the competition was again fier cely
contested with 8 teams taking part and the AGC and RE ladies
dominating the first 2 positions in each event but not to be out
done, the 4 x 50m Medley relay team consisting of Maj Cath
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would like to extend my thanks to units for

releasing their officers and soldiers. Without

their support we would not have enjoyed the
success we did — next year we will be back with a vengeance.

As always, all individuals within the squad would like to thank
Mick Flaherty for coaching the water polo teams and Helen
Chamberlain who coached and selected the swimming teams.
My thanks go to all individuals for their ef fort over a very hard
week. Finally the Inter Corps competition in 2009 will be
contested at Aldershot in December with the Inter nal Competition
being contested hopefully at RNAS Yeovilton. The Water Polo will
again include a female tournament and we would welcome some
new talent, both male and female, if the men are to win the water
polo for the 10th consecutive year and the ladies ar e to again
establish themselves as Champions. Anyone interested in
representing the Corps should contact Maj Pete Grif fiths on
94641-3810 or on my mobile number 07825047015.

71




Association Office

RHQ Royal Signals

Lt Col (Retd) Carl Conlon Blandford Camp

Tel: 01258 482081 Blandford Forum

Dorset

DT11 8RH
www.royalsignalsassociation.co.uk

Assistant General Secr

Membership Secr
Maj(Retd) lan Greig

Tel: 01258 482082

THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIA TION

Patr on: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals
Chairman: Brig NF W ood

Welfare Secretary

Tel (mil) (9)4371 2089

Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089

Email: welfare@oyalsignals.mod.uk

Membership Secretary

Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090

Tel (civ) 01258 482090

Email: rsa@npyalsignals.mod.uk

General Secr etary and T reasur er: Lt Col (Retd) CP Conlon
etary: Maj (Retd) IN Gr eig
Welfar e Secr etary: Miss L Rowley

etary: Mr PJ Cuckow

Mr Peter Cuckow
Tel: 01258 482090

RSA Central Committee . Col lan Thomson TD (Southport
Branch) has been appointed Area 2 Representative to succeed
Maj Brian Ivison . Lt Col Jim Ross (Dorset Branch) has been
appointed Area 5 Representative to succeed Maj Bob McLar en.

Branch news . Geoff Scott , Secretary Huddersfield Branch, has
a new e-mail address; bandgscott233@blueyonder.co.uk. Tony
Knight is the new Secretary of the Hartlepool Branch and can be
contacted on: 0191-5866045. Doug Piper has stood down as
Secretary of the Torbay Branch. All contact now thr ough
Chairman Dougie Tait on 01626-207471.

RSA Reunion . A reminder that if you plan to join the 900 or so
former Corps members at this year’'s annual reunion at Blandford,
you should get your completed forms to Assn HQ soonest.

Details and forms for meals and vehicle passes are on the RSA
website: www.royalsignalsassociation.co.uk. It is advisable to get
your vehicle pass in advance as it will save you queuing at the
Guard House on the day.

Newsletter . If you are a RSA life member and have not had sight
of the recent RSA newsletter, please let your branch secretary
know. Those members not in a branch (or affiliated assn) should
inform Assn HQ. The newsletter can be seen on the RSA
website.

New Life Members . The following Life Members were enrolled
since the last issue of The Wire:-

Rank/Name Service Branch/Unit
Pte Wendy Cooper 1974-77

WO1 Chris Wilson 1985-09

Sig Walter Tonner 1971-80

Cpl David W addingham 1952-68

WOL1 Paul Stor ey 1985-09

Sig Kevin Hunt 1979-84

Sig James(Mick) Martell 1965-70

Cpl Norman(Buddy) Fowles 1967-89

LCpl Elaine Badge 1990-94

WO2 Roger Fairfield 1965-92

Cpl Mark Sanders 1984-95

WO2 Dan Burdus 1986-09 22 Sig Regt
LCpl Gerry Pople 1963-67

Cpl Bob Hamilton 1971-85

Sgt John Bell 1972-87

LCpl Nigel Courtenay 1972-80

SSgt Glenn Dyer 1974-81

SSgt Jim Gray 1985-date 3 Div Sig Regt
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Cpl Simon W orsley

Sgt Geor die Knowles
Cpl Jim Carlin

Sig Trevor Jones

WO1 Reg Gutteridge
Cpl Mark Roberts

Cpl Paddy L ynch

Sig Steve Fasey

WO1 Scott Logan

Capt Karl Curtin

Capt Keith Fensome
Maj Andr ew Forbes MBE
Maj Louise Handley
Capt Luke W ebber

Cpl David Shawcr oss
Cpl Mark Har ding

Cpl Peter Hope

LCpl Kevin Reeve

LCpl lan Riley

Sgt Sandra Lindsay(Harper)
Sgt Paul Flint

Sgt Paul Trouve

SSgt Rick Owen

SSgt Dave Knowler
SSgt lan Danter

Sig Bert Lownsbor ough
Sig Benjamin Coumbe
WO1 Duncan Cupit
WO1 Spencer W olfe
LCpl Keith Betts

Sig Tom Giblin

Sgt lan England

Sig Kar en Stafford

Sig Steve Ward

Cpl Graham Gibbons
SSgt David Belshaw
LCpl Mark Pr obert
SSgt lain Gr een

Cpl Richar d Mitton

Sig Andy Evans(Recknell)
Cpl Edwar d Connelly
Sig Paul Hodgson

LCpl Peter Smith

Sgt Ron Berwick

WO2 Ray Cairns

Sgt John Anderson (Bir d)
LCpl Bob Barkess

Sgt Brian Mills

WO2 Gary Shuck

1986-date
1985-08
1985-05
1964-68
1986-date RSS
1974-88
1972-87
1984-87
1985-09
1983-09
2003-09
1983-09
1990-09
2001-09
1960-67
1992-04
1997-04
1986-08
2002-date
1971-85
1975-93
1960-79
1984-08
1991-date
1995-09
1945-48
1957-59
1987-09
1986-09
1985-92
1985-91
1979-91
1994-00
1998-06
1955-67
1971-94
1987-94
1983-09 RSS
1974-88
1978-82
1972-88
1982-94
1975-83
1964-77
1961-84
1951-55
1965-76
1952-56
1985-08
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Sig Carl Longfield 1985-86

Sig Ken Garbutt 1945-54

Cpl Malcolm Johnson 1970-82

Cpl Sheila Purvis 1972-78 Edinburgh
SSgt Lee Punyer 1989-date 14 Sig Regt
Sig Rachel Cook(Dutton) 1991-94

Sig Dave Szmytki 2002-05

SSgt Craig Br ooksbank 1985-08

Sgt Ged Br omley 1985-08

Sig David Newman 1998-00

WO2 Mark Pollock 1987-09

Cpl Robert Allinson 1996-date Darlington Br

DONATIONS

R Waldron £10.00
MH Lea £10.00
East Kent Branch RSA £600.00
Chester Branch RSA £102.00
Salisbury Branch RSA £20.00
Bournemouth Branch RSA in memory of

Mr A Flooks £10.00
Edgar McCall £4.52
Swindon Branch RSA £50.00
Certa Cito Lodge £20.00
Mrs M Britt £25.00
219 Sig Sgn Reunion £20.00
Mrs A Tasker in memory of her Husband £20.00
S Clout £10.00
Tayside & Fife Branch RSA £42.00
Exmouth Branch RSA £100.00

3 Div Signals Reunion Club in memory of
Brig PE Hutchins £10.00

Winchester Branch RSA £150.00
Huddersfield Branch RSA £150.00
Maj H J Cr ocker BEM

Mrs Gwen Cr ocker in memory of her

Husband, Joe £30.00

Mrs A Cr ocker in memory of her

Brother in law £20.00

Mr JC Turner in memory of his

Brother in law £25.00

Mrs A A White in memory £10.00

Mr & Mrs LB Odell in memory £20.00

Mr & Mrs SJ Flower in memory £75.00

LD Edwar ds in memory £20.00

RW Seth in memory £25.00

Mr & Mrs PFJ Mackin in memory £20.00

Collection from neighbours £100.00

Chairman
Hon Sec

Jim Reilly
Capt | Wolfe

The past number of weeks has not been a good time for several
of our members who have been indisposed for various r easons.
After writing our branch report for The Wire for many years |
handed over the job of scribe and BIM to Denis Gilpin and | have
to say, he has made an excellent job of both. Unfortunately

Denis has had a serious eye problem and for some time has
been unable to use his computer, so | have stepped in to keep
things going meantime. We wish him well and hope he will be
back in harness soon.

Our Vice-Chairman, Jackie Donaldson is another casualty having
had a stroke He is home from hospital and we hope he will be
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fully recovered soon. Our past Welfare Officer, John McAr eavey
is now at home after a spell in hospital but still unwell. Brian
Chambers who is almost a founder member of the Branch was in
hospital for an operation and has almost r ecovered. Jim
Cameron has been physically unwell for some time at his home
in Lurgan. Anna McClean still has difficulty walking and is not at
all happy at being confined to home as she has always been very
active, even at 97 years old. We wish all of these members and
anyone else who has been under the weather with the recent
annoying flu virus a speedy return to good health.

It is rare for me to miss a meeting but unfortunately | did miss the
January meeting due to the dreaded flu bug and missed what |
am told was an excellent DVD shown by Teddy Russell . This
showed a passing out parade at the Army Training Regt.
Bassingbourne, Cambridgeshire at which Ted's son Col Mike
Russell was Inspecting Officer. At the time, Col Russell was
COS RLC and is now Commandant of the Joint Services School
of Logistics, Camberley, Surrey.

We held our normal pre-AGM Branch Committee meeting on 26
January. At this meeting we would normally consider any
proposals for the AGM particularly relating to a change in Branch
bye-laws or of annual dues. As there were no proposals those 2
items will remain the same. The availability of Officers for re-
election was also discussed.

At the Branch AGM held on Wednesday 18 February, | took the
Chair as Branch President for the election of Officers for the next
year. In areview of the year | noted that it had been a rather sad
year from a personal point of view, having cared for my wife for a
long time at home until she passed away in June. Glen Greer
lost his father during the year, while several Members have been
ill including our BIM Denis Gilpin for whom | am standing in. Our
Vice Chairman Jackie Donaldson who has had a stroke as has
Carole Camer on’s husband George. The President wished all
who are under the weather a speedy return to health. It was
unanimously passed that Mr Bill Craig be elected as joint Branch
Vice President. Bill, who is full time Organiser for the Royal
British Legion in Northern Ireland, has been of great assistance to
the Branch over his years as a Branch member. All other offices
were re-elections making things easy for me, particularly as
Branch Hon Sec had everything well arranged. | handed back
the chair to Branch Chairman Jim Reilly . Treasurer Debbie
Wolfe was kept busy collecting annual subs. Ther e was a good
turnout of Members for the AGM indicating a good 2009 for the
Branch.

We issue an invitation to the following list of people to join us
at Clonaver Park TAC, Belfast, on the third Wednesday of each
month:

To all serving or ex-members of Royal Signals, regular or TA and
ex-members of ATS/WRAC who served with Royal Signals, plus
spouses

In addition;
All ex-Members of other Corps/ Regiments may join as Associate
members

NB. Associate members are not entitled to vote

Mrs Pauline T ennant
Lt Col (Retd) Hugh Nealon

Chairman
Secretary

The sad news first. We have to report the death of Associate
Member Connie Br own. Connie joined the Branch with her
husband Mel and has been a loyal supporter ever since. Mel
died some 5 years ago at which time Connie became an
Associate Member and they are now both greatly missed,
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particularly their contribution to the Branch quiz team. A number
of Branch members attended Connie’s funeral.

After the rush of the Remembrance period at the end of 2008,
Reading Branch has had a quiet spell. In January we held a curry
lunch at our favourite Indian eatery, The Ivy in Sonning on
Thames, and there was also a quarterly branch meeting which
got the year off to a good start. Both gatherings wer e well
attended despite the weather. As the weather improves we have
a programme for 2009, which we hope will please most of our
members. By the time these notes are read we shall have held
our own AGM, and also attended the Association AGM in
London. We anticipate that our present Committee will be re-
elected but we are desperately keen to inject some new blood
into the proceedings. The old and bold are doing their best but
they would like to ensure the succession — which at the moment
they cannot!.

For the future we hope to contribute to some of the events
organised by our neighbouring branches and no doubt they will
do their best to support our ef forts. In the short term we shall be
gathering at The Travellers’ Rest in Caversham on thel5th April at
1200hrs; no need to book or bring KFS and Mess Tins. Just tur n
up and make yourself known. In May a number of members will
be visiting the Windsor Tattoo. On the 16th there is a Branch
Meeting at The Fox & Hounds in Theale and the Branch Spring
Lunch is on the 30th May at The Pack Saddle in Woodcote. In
the longer term the Branch Annual Dinner will be held at the usual
venue on the 3rd October. Why not make a note in your diary.

On the charitable front, our members are generous in their
support for a pension for an old Gurkha Signalman, and of course
we like to keep an eye on some of our less active members.

If you need any further information on our activities contact the
Branch Secretary on 0118 9481136, or if you are interested in
joining the Branch, speak to Col Paddy Verdon on 01491
835819. They will be pleased to hear from you.

Our Christmas Party in December has always proved a most
successful occasion and the last was no exception. T o swell the
branch coffers, Pat Miller did her usual proficient job of running a
raffle with no less than a hundred prizes. The Ladies’ Section
produced a buffet to their accustomed high standar d which
contributed to an enjoyable evening.

In December, several of our number having served with 31 Sig
Regt made a party and joined the Regt's weekend visit to the
Continent to sample and bring back goodies for the festive
season. This was concentrated largely on the Christmas Market in
Rheims. We enjoyed the facilities of a good hotel and the
highlight of the weekend was a specially or ganised champagne
tasting, from which some still are recovering.

Chairman
Branch Secretary Mr Tony Hull

Mr Mick T eague

We are sorry to announce that Lt Col (Retd) John Beasley has
resigned from the post of President after supporting us for the
past 10 years, from when the beginning of the Beverley Ex-Boys
Association. We would like to thank him for his help and loyal
support. However, we have been fortunate in finding a
replacement in Lt Col (Retd) Alan Davies , who looks forward to
helping and assisting in the running of the Association.

We were very pleased to hear
that one of our members,
Mike Snowling , who is a ClIr
for Broadland District Council,
Norfolk, and who was
Chairman of the Council from
2004 to 2008, has been
honoured in the Queen’s New
Year's Honours List and will
receive an MBE for his
services to children and
young people in Norfolk.

Mike joined 6 (Boys) Training
Regt, Beverley, in 1952 until
1954 and then spent 3 years
in Germany with 12 Air
Formation Sigs. He was then
sent to the Far East and
served at Changi with 19 Air
Formation Sigs. He also
spent some time in the
Himalayas with the Gurkhas.
During a stint in North Borneo
he was the only Royal Signals
man there and was known as
OC RAF Detachment LAB 1. On being sent back to the UK, he
was posted to the Outer Hebrides on the Guided Missile Range.
In 1960 he went to St Kilda to the Tracking Station and found it
so cold that he bought himself out. He is still in touch with a
Roman Catholic Orphanage at St Kilda.

Councillor Mike Snowling MBE

Mike has worked for most of his adult life for the benefit of
underprivileged and disadvantaged youngsters. “l was in car e
myself, so feel for them and want to help them in any way | can,”
he said. He continues to work tir elessly and selflessly to ensure
that 350 Belarusian children affected by the Chernobyl disaster
have been able to stay with host families in Norfolk. He
described his MBE as an “honour and a privilege and a complete
surprise”. He will be presented with his MBE by the Queen on 27
February.

The Beverley Ex-Boys Reunion will take place on 25/26
September 2009 at Staverton Park Hotel, Daventry,
Northamptonshire. Details are available from our Branch
Secretary, Tony Hull on 01202-770261.

Barrie W alker
Lt Col (Retd) Bob Peake BEM

Chairman
Secretary

Lt Col (Retd) ‘Jess’ Weir, who died on 4th
February in Poole Hospital. aged 78.
Although Jess had fought against ill \
health for over 2 years his passing \
was a shock to us all. Despite his
illness he never missed a monthly \
meeting and he was in the chair for |
our January meeting, having
presided over our Christmas Dinner
in December, with over 70
attending.

Sadly we report the death of our Chairman \

Having served some 40 years in

uniform he then undertook several

Retired Officer posts befor e finally

settling in Dorset with Doris, his devoted
wife. He initially joined the Dorset Branch T
and became their Secretary hut following the

untimely death of Doris he transferred to the Poole Branch late in
1998— saving some 20 miles on the round trip to Blandfor d.
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Within a few months of joining, our then secr etary left, so Jess
took over as Chairman from Bob Peake who in turn became
Secretary. Together for the next 10 years they ran an enlarging
Branch; boosted by several new, younger members. With quiz’s,
dart competitions - even tombola - the monthly meetings ar e
always very well attended and our main, outside, social functions
invariably reaching full capacity.

Jess was also secretary of the 254 Old Boys Association, very
active in the Corps Amateur Radio Club with his call sign ‘g4gjx’
known worldwide. Until last year he was a weekend volunteer
worker in the Corps Museum at Blandor d Camp and he also
supported the ‘over 55 club’ in his local neighbourhood each
Thursday. His retirement was a truly active one and his love of
sport — especially soccer & rugby gave him a very full and
rewarding life. A quietly spoken, gentle and modest man, who
always had time for others, he was loved and respected by all
and we shall miss him terribly.

His funeral, at St John’s Church Broadstone was extremely well
supported, with old comrades fr om around the country attending.
His two sons shared in an impressive and endearing eulogy and
the cortege was led, in and out of chur ch, by a Piper and 4
Standard bearers. Following cremation, we adjourned to the
Royal British Legion Club, Broadstone, (our Branch HQ) for an
excellent buffet and to celebrate the life of a great man.

Following our AGM in March, Mr Barrie Walker was elected
Chairman and we wish him well in his new appointment.

LAST POST

Name and Rank Served Years Died
Abbott - Sig J Abbott 1945/48 02/12/2008
Andr ew - Sig CD Andr ew 1991/96 ??/01/2008
Arnold- Sgt EJ Arnold 1939/45 05/01/2009
Bowden - Sig D Bowden 1950/52 01/08/2006
Bradbury - LCpl A Bradbury

1964/78 ??/01/2009
Compston - Lt Col J Compston

?2?2?21?? 28/12/2008
Carveth - WO2 C Carveth 1969/61 20/01/2009
Crocker - Maj AJ Cr  ocker BEM

1946/78 12/01/2009
Dalziel - Sgt HB Dalziel 1940/46 08/02/2009
Downie - Maj A Downie 2?2?77 ??/01/2009
Edmonds - Sgt S Edmonds  1941/46 11/01/2009
Flooks - WO2 JW Flooks 1933/54 26/02/2009
Gershon - Capt P Gershon  1960/65 ??/01/2009
Gray - Cpl J Gray 1964/74 08/02/2009
Gibbs - Capt J Gibbs ?2?2?21?? ?2?/12/2008
Kenyon - Sgt EW Kenyon 1939/46 11/12/2008
Lee - Maj KJV Lee 1938/61 20/01/2009
Lewis - Sig PJ Lewis 1944/48 ??/01/2009
Mabletoft - SSgt RA Mabletoft

1960/83 21/01/2009
MacGilp - SSgt DJ MacGilp  1957/82 16/02/2009
Martin - Sgt WJ Martin 1941/47 ??/01/2009
Provost - Sig PE Pr ovost  1942/47 15/10/2008
Redfor d - LCpl D Redfor d 1957/59 28/11/2008
Sandys - Maj CG Sandys 1941/73 12/01/2009
Spencer - Sig B Spencer 1937/42 ??/12/2008
Steddy - Cpl AL Steddy 1943/47 12/01/2009
Stone - SSgt T Stone 1942/54 26/01/2009
Thompson - WO1 C Thompson

1947/72 23/02/2009
Thornton - Cpl TE Thornton

1952/53 05/02/2009
Weir - Lt Col W W eir 1945/85 04/02/2009
Weir - Sgt C W eir 1973/95 ?2?/??/2009
Wilson - Sig WD W ilson 1958/60 01/09/2008

THE WIRE, APRIL2009

OBITUARIES

BECKETT — LCpl Christopher Beckett died 15 February 2009.

It is with great regret that we - -
announce the untimely death of S
LCpl Christopher Beckett N
in a road traffic accident at /
Roch, Pembrokeshire. /

/
LCpl Chris Beckett /
was born on the 27 /
January 1984 and | |
lived in Telford. f

He joined the Army in

April 2005 and /
enlisted into the Royal

Signals. After

completing his initial /
training at the ATR /
Lichfield, he completed his /
trade training at the Defence ,/
School of Signals, Blandford to o
become an Electronic Warfare
Systems Operator.

In July 2006 he was posted to 14 Sig Regt in Brawdy,
Pembrokeshire and joined 226 Sig Sqn. He made an immediate
impact on his new unit and quickly established himself as fine
soldier and tradesman. Consequently he was automatically
selected for a future deployment to Afghanistan and he prepared
for this with characteristic enthusiasm and determination. In
March 2008 he deployed to Helmand Province as part of 226 Sig
Sqn, providing support to 16 Air Asslt Bde on Op HERRICK 8.
During a 7 month tour LCpl Becket t performed a variety of roles,
working long hours and often in some of the most isolated and
austere areas of Helmand Province. LCpl Beckett was a
consummate professional who loved his trade and life in the
Army; throughout this time he performed to the highest possible
standards and proved to be an indispensable member of the Sqgn.
LCpl Chris Beckett was 25 years old and single.

Lt Col Tim Carmichael , Chris’ CO, said:

“I was deeply saddened by the loss of LCpl Chris Beckett ,
whose family are in my thoughts and prayers at this terrible time.
Already in this, his first assignment in the Royal Signals, Chris
had faced the tough challenge of an op tour in Helmand

Province. To have returned from there and yet have his life cut
short within a few miles of my Regt’'s base in Pembrokeshire is
particularly tragic. Chris Beckett was an enthusiastic young man
who was learning his trade at an impressive rate. He will be
missed by everyone in my Regt.”

Maj Ben Fitch , OC 226 Sig Sqn, said:

“Even though this was only his first posting in the Army after his
basic training, LCpl Chris Beckett was already a popular and
well-respected JINCO. He was a spirited young man who had
proved himself under fire on our recent operation in Afghanistan.
He had a very bright future ahead of him in the Army and his
death is a great loss to all those who served with him. Of course,
our thoughts are with his family during this sad and dif ficult time.”

LCpl George Burton , one of Chris’ friends, said:

“I'm going to miss our games of squash, though | won’ t miss you
beasting me around the court. At least you can r est easy
knowing Chesterfield did the double over Port V ale. | guess we'll
never be able to go touring round Europe now. I’'m going to miss
you big time.”
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GINTY — Cpl Daniel Ginty died 15 February 2009.

It is with great regret that we announce
the untimely death of Cpl Daniel Ginty \
in a road traffic accident at Roch,

Pembrokeshire. \

Cpl Ginty was born on 16 July \

1982. In 2001 he enlisted in the

Royal Corps of Signals and on

completion of his Radio Systems

Operator training he was posted

to 16 Air Asslt Bde Sig Sqgn (216).

While at the Sqgn, he passed the

demanding Pre-Parachute

Selection Course (known as P

Coy) and became a qualified

military parachutist. He also
deployed to Iraq, where his
outstanding physical fithess and r obust “
mental attitude enabled him to excel, even -

as a relatively junior soldier. He later joined 30 Slg

Regt, with whom he served on ops in Helmand Province,
Afghanistan. It was in these adverse conditions that Cpl Ginty’s
qualities as a soldier and junior commander came to the for e.

Dan arrived at 14 Sig Regt in June 2008, initially to serve with the
Parachute Light Electronic Warfare Tp. Despite his love of
airborne soldiering, he sacrificed this post in or der to volunteer
for a further tour in Afghanistan. It became immediately clear that
Cpl Ginty was the natural choice for his Sqn’s most demanding
role and his performance during 6 months of pr e-deployment
training was outstanding.

Cpl Ginty recently completed the Royal Signals Junior
Command, Leadership and Management Course. Again he
shone under challenging conditions, with his r eport describing
him as “0ozing command pr esence and leadership”. In addition
to being awarded the prize for Top Field Soldier, he was
highlighted as being a potential instructor at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst.

Away from work, Cpl Ginty regularly represented his local rugby
team and held the Nordic Advanced Ski Proficiency qualification.

Lt Col Tim Carmichael , Dan’s CO, said:

“Cpl Dan Ginty’ s tragic death has struck at the heart of my Regt.
My prayers are with his family and | offer them our sincerest

condolences at their loss. Dan was one of the Regt’s rising stars.

Having already served in Iraq and Afghanistan, he volunteered to
return to Helmand Province and was due back ther e next month.
So it is all the more sad that he should die in a road traffic
accident so near to home. Dan was the best of his bunch — a
strong leader and role model for the junior lads. His passing has
left a hole that will be hard to fill.”

Maj Andy Aitken , OC 245 Sig Sgn said:

“The entire Sqn is absolutely devastated by the loss of Cpl Dan
Ginty. He was one of life’s real characters, as well as being a
truly outstanding soldier. Through his physical fitness, trade
skills, command qualities and positive attitude, he led by
example. He was a true professional, and a good friend. He will
be sorely missed.”

SSgt Martin Arundel , Cpl Ginty’ s Team Commander, said:

“Dan has been what only can be described as a rock, throughout
the pre-deployment training of the last 6 months. | have come to
rely on his knowledge, experience and good sense of humour
over this particularly testing period. | speak confidently on behalf
of our close Light Electronic Warfare Team, and indeed the whole
San, when | say Dan will be sorely missed, both professionally
and socially. Rest in peace, mate. You will always be in our
thoughts.”
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LATHAM — WO2 (FofS) Henry (Harry) James Latham died 2
November 2008.

WO2 Harry Latham was born in \
Liverpool in 1939 where he grew up.

In 1956, Harry joined the Army \
Apprentice School Harrogate \
where he was a keen sportsman |
and represented the School at

cross country and football. On |
completion of his training, he

was posted to Germany via a
short course at Catterick. Harry
returned to Harrogate in 1961 to
marry Noreen, and then returned
to Germany leaving his new wife
behind in the UK as there were no
guarters available.

From Germany Harry was posted to L P
262 Sig Sgn in Cyprus for 3 years. During
this time he was promoted to Sgt and r epresented the Sqgn at
football, hockey and cricket. Fr om Cyprus it was back to
Harrogate to the Apprentice College as an instructor. Next Harry
went to Blandford for his Foreman of Signals course. After
successfully completing the course. he was posted to 14 Sig
Regt, Worcester, where he played cricket for the Corps and Regt.
Two years later Harry was on the move again, this time to the
NATO Comms School at Latina, Italy for a 5 month NATO FSS
course. From sunny ltaly it was off to Northumberland as Station
Supervisor of NATO FSS Alnwick for almost 4 years, playing
cricket and football for RAF Boulmer. Harry was promoted to
WO2 and posted back to Latina for 2 years as an instructor .
Many members of the Corps will remember Harry from here not
just for his knowledge and ability as an instructor but also for his
dry sense of humour and his work furthering inter national
relations. In May 1977 Harry was posted to 4 Armd Div HQ & Sig
Regt.

On completion of his 22 years, Harry took extended service and
became the team leader of the NATO FSS maintenance team
based at Maidstone covering the 9 UK operated forwar d scatter
stations in the UK and abroad. After 4 years, he then took the
post of Station Supervisor NATO FSS Maidstone until his
retirement in 1994, after almost 39 years service with the Corps.
Not being one to sit at home, Harry then worked part time on
contract with the Radio Authority in the engineering department
and until 1998 he travelled around the UK checking br oadcast
radio stations’ transmitters for technical compliance. His ability
as an engineer, keen eye for detail and sense of humour earned
him the respect and affection of all the engineers and radio
station staff he met around the UK.

Harry's funeral took place at Maidstone and was attended by his
wife Noreen, sons Stuart and Peter, family, friends, ex-military
and Radio Authority staff.

Harry will be sadly missed but never for gotten.

STEDDY - Cpl A (Bert) Steddy died on 12 January 2009.

- by Dennis K Egan Secretary Treasurer of the Air Formation
Signals Association.

Dear Bert,

| write this as both WW?2 veterans are not able to be with us
today with our other comrades and those pr esent. Bert was a
widower and his wife, Rene, sadly died in tragic cir cumstances a
few years ago.

| feel sure all who knew you and served together with r emember

us as we were those 66 years ago from 1943 onwards. Then we
were young men with the 15th Air Formation Sig Regt 145
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Despatch Riders (DR) Section in Germany. Following our return
to the UK in June 1945 we went to Long Cr oft Camp, Bury,
Lancashire with the 18th Air Formation Sig Regt 147 DR Section.

As older and much more experienced active service soldiers, we
found ourselves at about 0400hrs on 10 December 1945,
boarding a ship at Southampton and leaving the shor es of the UK
again bound eastward, landing in Egypt at Port Said some 10
days later.

You will remember that as members of 147 DR Section we
became very much involved with the “Bar None Motor Cycle
Club” HQ in Cairo at our base now at Maadi with Trials and sand
track races, “Motor cycle Speedway” events and later the “El the
Ballah Aces” on the Canal Zone as very active team members.

Then you wrote the introduction to the Speedway Pr ogrammes
with the penname of “Gripper”. T oday we have a dedicated tree
and plaque for the "Bar None Motor Cycle Club” and all its
members on one of the 10 trees with a dedication marker stone
and sign at our “Air Formation Signals Crescent” at our site at
The National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, Staffordshire.

As young men of the same age, 21 plus or minus a few months,
we lived together through various adventures until our release
from military service arrived in 1947. Then it was back to the UK
and the release centre in York or elsewhere to civilian life.

Many of us lost touch until about 1991 when | and Gerald DC
Evans reformed an earlier ‘ad hoc’ reunion and then meeting up
at our first major reunion at Bath in 1993. So things have now
evolved to today with our membership numbering 453.

Since then we have met many times in reunions with families to
reaffirm the bond that all ex-service people seem to r etain
throughout their lives. What we are seeing today in 2009 is a
personal loss in the same way as it was when we were on active
service and suffered a loss in action.

Au revoir, dear Bert from all of us of the AFS Association — the
founder, the younger members, the wives, families and friends
and also goddaughters Denise and Lorraine

“At the going down of the sun and in the mor ning, we will
remember them.”

WEBBER — SSgt Frank Alfr ed Webber died 18 December 2008.

Frank was born on 9 August 1935 on
the island of Guernsey, where he grew
up with his parents. In 1951 at the
age of 15 years 5 months, Frank
left Guernsey with his cousin, Jim
Remfrey. They travelled to
Beverley, East Yorkshire, to join 6
(Boys) Training Regt, Royal Corps
of Signals. He left Boy Service in
1952 and went to Catterick to

train as a Wireless Operator. He
was then posted to 7 Armd Bde,
Germany until he went to Singapore
in 1954. In Singapore he met Evelyn
and they were married on 20 September  ™._
1958 in the Garrison Church at Tanglin o

Barracks, Singapore. He was then posted to 2 Div at Herford,
Germany until 1963. He spent the rest of his time in and around
Germany until 1976, when he was sent to Blandford.

Frank and Evelyn have 3 children, Frank, Debbie and Lesley;
and there are 5 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild. Frank had
been a Tottenham Hotspur fan since he was a boy. He was also
a referee for some Army matches. The family used to attend
those matches with him but had to be car eful not to take sides
when comments were made such as “Hasn’t he got his glasses
on?”
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Frank had served as a town councillor in Blandfor d for some
years. He was also a member of the Beverley Ex-Boys
Association and the Blandford Branch of the Royal Signals
Association. Frank was a very kind and gentle man and looked
to others’ needs befor e his own. We offer our sincere
condolences to Eve and his family.

LUTON — Cpl James Luton died 15 February 2009.

Cpl Jimmy Luton was born on 25 October
1984 and lived in Belvedere, Kent N

He joined the Army in July 2002 and N\
enlisted into the Royal Signals. / \
After completing his initial training

at the ATR Lichfield he completed |

his trade training at the Royal “ |
School of Signals, Blandford and ‘
qualified as a Systems

Engineering Technician. On |
completion of his pr ofessional

training, he was posted to the Joint

Services Cyprus Communications

Unit were he eamned his spurs as a

junior technician. Thereafter he was

posted to 39 Inf Bde on operational

duty in Northern Ireland. During the latter

stages of this tour, he successfully completed

the All Arms Pre-Parachute Selection Course (known as P Coy).

Upon promotion to Cpl, he was posted to 14 Sig Regt in Brawdy ,
Pembrokeshire, and joined 226 Sig Sqn. Initially employed as a
workshop technician, he was soon selected to go to Afghanistan
and in March 2008 he deployed to Helmand Province as part of
226 Sig Sqn, providing support to 16 Air Asslt Bde on Op
HERRICK 8. He served for 7 months in Afghanistan and as one
of only a few technicians in this specialised r ole, his contribution
to the operation was excellent and his gr egarious personality saw
him become one of the most popular members of the Sgn. On
his return to the UK he completed his Military Parachute Course,
earning his British Military Parachute wings. Cpl Luton was 24
years old and single.

Lt Col Tim Carmichael , Jimmy’'s CO, said:

“l was shocked to hear of the death of Cpl Jimmy Luton . My
thoughts and prayers and those of all my Regt ar e with his family
at this most difficult of times. We in the Army and my Regt in
particular, have suffered losses on ops in Afghanistan and
elsewhere in recent years, so it is particularly poignant that he
had only recently returned from an operational tour in Helmand
Province, where he had served with distinction fighting the
Taliban. Jimmy was a fine man and a capable soldier with a
ready smile; he will be sorely missed by all his comrades and
friends in the Regt.”

Maj Ben Fitch , OC 226 Sig Sqn, said:

“The loss of Cpl Jimmy Luton will be deeply felt across all ranks
of the Sgn. Naturally, our thoughts are with his family during this
sad and difficult time. Jimmy was one of the foremost members
of the Sgn and | was honoured to have served alongside him
during our recent deployment to Afghanistan, wher e he proved
himself to be an excellent technician and field soldier. He
continued in a similar vein on return from Helmand, fulfilling his
ambition to become a military parachutist befor e his untimely
death. Jimmy died in the company of two of his friends and all
members of the Sqn mour n his passing.”

LCpl Gaz Magee , one of Jimmy’ s friends, said:
“Just being in the same room as Jimmy would put a smile on
your face. He was the ultimate ladies’ man, with his chiselled

good looks and bags of charm. He was an awesome mate and
will be dearly missed by all his friends. Never forgotten.”
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MISCELLANEOUS
STORIES

THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY REDEDICATION CEREMONY OF
THE M62 MEMORIAL

It was on 4th February 1974 when Hartshead Moor went fr om
being just another rest-stop on the M62 to a makeshift hospital
and temporary base for the investigation into one of the IRA’s

worst mainland terror attacks.

Soldiers and their families had been heading back from
Manchester to Catterick Garrison on a coach over the Pennines.
Just after midnight, a bomb which had been hidden in the
luggage compartment exploded near Hartshead Moor , tearing
apart the back of the coach and killing 12 people. The explosion
is said to have shaken buildings over half a mile away.

On Wednesday 4th February 2009 a ceremony was attended by
about 500 people at Hartshead Moor services, near Bradfor d,
about a mile from where the IRA bomb exploded on 4 February
1974. A new memorial was unveiled for the 12 people, including
2 young children, who were killed in the coach bombing 35 years
ago. Amongst those present were families of those who tragically
lost their lives, survivors and their families, dignitaries and
members of the Emergency Services and Hospital Staff who
worked tirelessly to treat the injuries of the survivors on that
dreadful night.

The new memorial was unveiled by the Bishop of W akefeild and
the families of the victims took part in the planting of a memorial
tree.. The Service concluded with the Act of Remembrance and
the Last Post was sounded prior to wr eaths being laid. Among
those being remembered were:

Sig Michael Eugene W augh aged 22 of 8 Sig Regt
Sig Leslie David W alsh aged 17 of 8 Sig Regt

Sig Paul Anthony Reid aged 17 of 11 Sig Regt
The event was sponsored and organised by:

‘Life for Life’ Memorial Forests

The Royal British Legion
Oldham Liaison of Ex-Services Association
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WE OF THE SIGNALS HELPED AT DUNKIRK

Col TB Gravely OBE , late Royal Signals, relates the story of the
Dunkirk evacuation in 1940 from a new angle. His is the tale of
one small but vitally important part of the general effort: the
provision of the necessary Army comms. At the time, the author
was a Senior Staff Officer to the Deputy Director of Staff Duties.
This account is taken from “The War lllustrated”, copy no 235
dated 21 June 1946, sent to The Wire by ex-WO2 Ray King.

From the Signals point of view, the trouble began some time
before the evacuation took place. It started with a message to the
War Office from the Signal Officer in Chief (SOInC), B.E.F,
informing the Deputy Director of Staff Duties (Signals), as he was
then called, that all was not well with the wir eless set which had
been used as a rear-link to the War Office. While they were
attempting to move it by rail, the enemy had most inconsiderately
dropped 2 bombs on the line, one in fr ont and one behind the
truck which was carrying it.

To make matters worse, the spot wher e the truck was marooned
was 3 miles from the nearest metalled road, across fields
reported to be impassable to heavy motor traf fic and the
equipment weighed several tons. As one of the two senior staf f
officers to the D.D. Signals, | was instructed to find another
wireless set and detachment and to get them over to GHQ with
all speed.

As it happened, a detachment and complete equipment wer e
available, and in a very short time the Cpl in charge of the party
was in my office “somewher e in England” receiving his
instructions, which wer e simple enough. He was to get his outfit
across the Channel and up to GHQ, wherever it was, as quickly
as he possibly could. Special arrangements were made with
“Movements” to speed the party , and the Cpl left for Dover, full of
determination to do or die.

| had just finished writing a message to the SOInC, telling him
what had been done, when an agitated voice on the telephone
informed me that the British Military Attaché in Paris was in
trouble. He had just realized that, once he left the British
Embassy he would lose touch with London by telephone. Could |
help?

Luckily the answer to that was fairly easy. There was, in the
Aldershot district, a Corps Signals Unit which had r ecently been
mobilized, including some Light Wir eless Sects equipped with
sets with a reputed range of about 40 miles. One det was or dered
to get into action at Aldershot and act as base, while another was
to be sent across the Channel to try to join up with the Military
Attaché. Just as these arrangements had been completed, the
Cpl in charge of the det for GHQ rang up from Dover to say he
was stuck there and nothing seemed to be going acr oss.

‘Movements’ promised to do their best and as a pr ecaution
diverted the Military Attaché’s set via Cherbourg. How the NCO
in charge of it managed to drive his truck right up thr ough France
and find the Military Attaché amidst the general confusion of a
great retreat is one of the mysteries which will never be solved.
As an example of guts and determination it was outstanding. He
came “on the air” in a r emarkably short time and remained in
contact with Aldershot, for at least a few hours in the day , until
the party had nearly reached Bordeaux, when the set was
transmitting several times over its stated range.

The other det seemed to be dogged by ill-luck. | was assur ed by
Movements that they had actually left Dover and | br eathed a
sigh of relief but a few hours later the voice of the Cpl came again
over the telephone:

“Corporal Shale speaking, sir. We're back in Dover.”
“What on earth’s happened?” | gasped.
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“We got to the other side, sir and | went ashor e, but they wouldn’ t
let me land the equipment or the men.”

Frantic telephoning resulted in another, and no more successful,
effort. It was clear that nobody on the other side was taking
much interest in him, so | ordered him to get a meal for himself
and his men and stand by for further or ders. A little later, after an
anxious conference with Movements, the attempt was
abandoned and he was sent back to the place he had started
from. So far we still clung to the hope that something might be
done to stem the German advance. But we wer e soon jolted out
of our wishful thinking.

In company with another of ficer, | was detailed to attend a very
special conference which was, in fact the start of “Operation
Dynamo”. It was held with gr eat secrecy in a room in the
basement of the War Office, the Chairman stated that we had to
prepare a plan to evacuate the BEF

A representative from the Admiralty told us about the pr ojected
fleet of “Little Ships” and gave the ports fr om which they would
operate. It was the Army’s chief task to clear these ports as
quickly as possible, to pr event congestion and reduce the risk of
casualties from the expected bombing. The crux of the plan was
a main control at Redhill, Surrey, to which all trains would r eport
and whence they would be dir ected to dispersal centr es in each
of the Army Commands. The driver of a train leaving, say, Dover
would not have the faintest idea wher e he would finish his
journey.

If bombing were heavy, there might be a breakdown in
communications between Dover and Redhill. Could | help to
prevent this? | could. | could provide a mobile wireless set at
each place. What about telephone communications at the other
end of the network? That was the province of my colleague, who
assured the meeting that the necessary telephones would be
available to all military centres. When the time came it was
possible, on peak days, for a train to leave Dover for an unknown
destination every 15 minutes from 6am to noon.

The Navy asked for some mobile wireless links between various
points on the French coast and the base at Dover and it was
decided to loan them one complete Light Wir eless Sect of 4 dets
— one to remain at Dover, 3 to go over via Calais, which was still
holding out. One det was to stay at Calais, while the others tried
to reach Dunkirk and Ostend.

The Calais station came on the air and did valuable work but
nothing was ever heard of the other 2 and it was pr esumed that
they had failed to reach their objectives. Towards the end, the
operators at the Dover station reported that the Calais set was
being manned by Lt Morr ow (which is not his real name), the
officer commanding the sect ; they r ecognized his touch on the
key. It looked as though the rest of the dets were casualties, and
that it was only a matter of time befor e the station went off the
air.

At about 1600hrs, our fears were realized, and nothing more was
heard of the little party until about a fortnight later , when a
messenger came into my office and said Morr ow had arrived to
report.

| recovered from my astonishment sufficiently to welcome him as
he deserved and to listen to his story. While they were being
marched away as prisoners from Calais, he and another officer
chose a suitable moment and dived thr ough a hedge into a patch
of swampy ground where they hid. When the way was clear they
moved off in a south-westerly dir ection towar ds Boulogne, cutting
any German field cables they found on the way. In the middle of
the night they nearly walked into a German mobile wir eless
station. Luckily the sound war ned Morr ow.

They went on down the coast until they met some Fr ench officers
who were trying to repair an old motor boat. Between them they
got it going and it took them half way acr oss the Channel where
they were picked up by a British destr oyer.
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As | mentioned before, there were two senior staff officers to the
DD.Signals. | had the wireless, while my colleague dealt with the
submarine cables. We each carried a piece of millboard to which
was clipped a diagram showing how our own bit of the
communications stood. The diagram had to be r edrawn several
times a day, for we crossed off the links, one by one, as they
were engulfed by the advancing Germans.

As the means of communication grew less and less, we of the
Signals Staff found ourselves acting as telephone orderlies and
passing messages from the Chief of the Imperial General Staff to
the Commander-in-Chief. The last message which | personally
passed over the one remaining cable was taken down by another
Signals officer, who was lying on the floor of a villa in La Panne,
having just been hit in the head by a bomb splinter. It fell to my
colleague to get off the actual message ordering the evacuation.

At about 0100hrs in the mor ning, before Operation Dynamo was
put into force, | received a visit from an officer of the Signals
Division of the Admiralty. He brought with him the Flag-Lieutenant
from Dover, who said that Admiral Ramsay was most concer ned
at the possibility that isolated bodies of tr oops might arrive at the
beaches and find no craft to take them of f and nobody to take
any interest in them. Could the Army do anything to pr ovide
communication with the beaches, now that the original scheme —
of Morrow’s Sect — had failed?

After our previous experience it was obviously useless to try to
send any more wireless sets across, so the only thing to do was
to reinforce the surviving det of Morrow’s Sect, which was still at
Dover and try to get a message to the SOInC BEF, giving him the
frequencies and call-signs, so that any tr oops coming down to
the beaches would call up the stations in England, which wer e to
be strung out along the clif fs.

A British wireless truck at Cherbourg housing an operator
listening for messages which may have been vital to the success
of Operation Dynamo

We carefully wrote down all the details in the form of a Signal
Instruction-and then we struck a snag. Fighting was still in
progress and the final order for evacuation had not yet been
given, though it was expected at any moment. The whole
operation was being handled with the utmost secr ecy, to avoid
premature disclosure, and | was hardly in a position to act ahead
of the Chief of the Imperial General Staff and the War Cabinet.
On the other hand, we knew that if our scheme was to work at
all, it was vital that details should be in the hands of the BEF
Signals staff with the least possible delay. Finally, | went to an
empty clerks’ of fice, locked myself in and in eerie solitude typed
out the instructions. | then went in sear ch of the Director of
Military Operations, who had been on duty for many hours and
looked tired and anxious. He immediately agreed to sign the
Signal Instruction and thus relieve me of responsibility.

| think | can claim that the document is unique in Signal history .
The next problem was how to get the instruction over to the other
side of the Channel. Luckily, an officer from the War Office was
going over in a motor-boat and the pr ecious papers were
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entrusted to him. We did not know then that or ders would be
issued for the destruction of all wir eless equipment before it got
to the beaches, but a few sets did r emain in action, so our efforts
were not wasted.

There was still work to be done, and it was not long befor e we
received a demand for a rear-link wireless set for the forces
holding out south of the Somme. The obvious answer was to
send Cpl Shale , who was still standing by. This time he had to
travel via Southampton and Cherbourg, and Movements gave him
a big ship all to himself. He got halfway acr oss — then was sent
back by the Royal Navy!

Field Marshal V iscount Montgomery has said that good
communications are essential to the success of any military
operation and that much of the work of Signals in the W ar was of
the slogging, unspectacular variety. The Field Marshal was
speaking of the War as a whole, but he might have been thinking
of Dunkirk; he was one of those who came back.

CORPS OF ARMY MUSIC SHOR T TERM TRAINING TEAM TO
ETHIOPIA, 6 — 20 OCTOBER 08
- by Cpl Wen Yee Gregson

In October 2008, the Corps of Army Music (CAMUS) deployed a
4-member Short Term Training Team (STTT) to the Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, following a r equest by the Defence Attaché
(DA), British Embassy, Addis Ababa. The purpose of its
deployment was to give assistance and training to the Ethiopian
National Defence Force Band (ENDFB) in preparation for the
annual Remembrance Sunday Event, to improve its ceremonial
marching and concert capabilities, as well as to further the
development of musicianship and standar ds. In order to create a
focal point for this intensive training, a Beating Retr eat by the
ENDFB was scheduled to be held at the British Embassy at the
end of the 2 week deployment.

The members of the team were drawn from different corners of
the CAMUS family; Capt Paul Norley , OC STTT came from the
King's Division Band, WO1(Bandmaster) James Marshall , WO
STTT came from the Blues and Royals Band, LCpl Sunil Gurung
came from the Ghurkhas Band, and | came from The Band of the
Royal Corps of Signals. We met for the very first time at CAMUS
HQ, The Royal Military School of Music (RMSM), Kneller Hall,
Twickenham, on 6 October. After a briefing by Capt Norley and
sorting out all the necessary equipment for the trip, we
proceeded to Heathrow Airport Terminal 3 and began our 2 week
trip, courtesy of Ethiopian Airlines. Eight hrs later, we arrived at
the capital, Addis Ababa. The bright African sunshine and warm
temperature were a great contrast to the autumnal London we
had left behind. After going thr ough customs and collecting our
luggage, we were greeted by the assistant to the Defence
Attaché, CPO Emma Day . As an afternoon meeting with our
Ethiopian counterpart had been planned, we checked into our
hotel for a late morning freshen-up and made ready for out first
day of work in Ethiopia.

The Training Team with some Ethiopian hosts
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Perhaps like many others, | did not know much about Ethiopia
other than the unfortunate reports of famine on the news. A little
research on the internet informed me that it is a richly diverse and
ancient society with its history tracing back centuries. Neighbour
to Somalia, Kenya, Sudan, and Eritrea, Ethiopia is unique among
the African nations, as it has maintained independence from
colonial rule, with the exception of a brief Italian occupation fr om
1936 to 1941 during the WW?2. It suffers however from a very
poor economy due to fr equent periods of drought and poor
agricultural practices. Even in the capital Addis Ababa, evidence
of high unemployment and poverty was immediately appar ent as
we left the airport. While there are wealthier citizens, the city has
large areas of slums, which are usually situated alongside well
built residential flats, houses or commercial buildings. The dusty
roads in the city are often half paved and half finished and the
streets were filled with people from all social classes; from well-
to-do, restaurant-going young adults who dr essed in trendy
western clothes to poverty stricken families begging by the
roadside. It was difficult to come face to face with such a level of
poverty. Even the ENDFB did not escape the grip of poverty. As
we arrived at the band's military compound, we noticed the guar d
room outside the iron gates was a very simple tin hut made from
sheets of metal.

After a meeting with the CO, Lt Col Mekonnen Asefa and his
staff, we were introduced to the 70 strong band. It was apparent
that communication with our Ethiopian colleagues would be
difficult as most members of the band, including senior of ficers,
spoke little or no English. The language barrier hampered our
progress a bit and made discussions frustrating at times. Lt Col
Asefa informed us of the band's unique British connection. It
was formed some 65 years ago by a British Army Captain and
hence its basic format and foundation is a British one. W e were
the first British Army musicians to have visited since the band's
formation. A marching display and static demonstrations wer e
performed, mostly consisting of traditional Ethiopian music, which
the band performed entir ely from memory. Although the overall
sound was impressive by the sheer volume produced from the
strong brass and percussion sections, the team felt that further
improvements could be made by incr easing levels of personal
and musical discipline, better tuning within the brass and
woodwind sections, and by br eaking the instruments down into
their respective sections and delivering some intensive tutoring.
It was apparent that aural and rhythm training were very much
required, together with a wider understanding of military music
through listening to recordings.

Three of the four Drum Majorettes who lead the Band
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Our principal task was to pr epare the band for the annual
Remembrance Sunday event. The first things we introduced
were new marches and hymns. We reorganized the layout of the
marching band into British format for the purpose of this training.
Traditionally, the Ethiopian marching band layout was somewhat
different to that which we would expect. The Drum Major (D/Maj)
leads as always at the front but was followed by 4 female drum
majorettes, then side drums, woodwind sections, trumpets and
horns with the bass drum, and finally basses, and tr ombones.
The British format was introduced with the tr ombones leading,
following the D/Maj and major ettes, then the bass sousaphones,
trumpets and hor ns, percussion, followed by the woodwinds.

One must emphasize that both layouts work equally well,
however for the purpose of performing at the final beating r etreat,
the British layout with the brass sections at the fr ont would give a
brighter and more robust sound. The percussion section was
taught to play the 2 thr ee-pace-rolls and the bass drummer was
given the important task of musical cut of fs by the use of ‘double
taps’. Marching with music pr oved to be an unfamiliar and
extremely difficult task for the majority of ENDFB personnel. The
lack of equipment (e.g. lyres which hold march music) made the
task of holding both their music and instruments, while

performing on the march, physically impossible for certain
instruments and very difficult for the others. The band soldier ed
on despite the obvious dif ficulties throughout the many practices.
The band was taught to slow mar ch, break from slow into quick
time and counter-march, which they took on boar d quickly. They
recognized these to be a smarter and mor e superior ways to
manoeuvre.

The Marching Band with the Saxes leading

Classroom lessons and section rehearsals were also conducted
throughout the 2 week period. One of the ar eas identified during
our initial assessment was the general lack of stand discipline
and the effective placement of authority within the chain of
command. As promotion was decided pur ely based on time
served, not ability and potential, ther e was no awareness or
understanding of the importance of command structur e. Capt
Norley and WO1 Marshall taught the officers some basic
conducting techniques, or chestration, command structur es and
band management. Band members received classroom lessons
on music appreciation, styles, rhythms and harmony from all the
members of the STTT. General tuning of the instruments,
particularly between the brass and woodwind sections, was an
important issue and much time and ef fort was spent in
addressing this particular aspect. Although tuning continued to
be an issue throughout, we were able to improve band members'
general awareness. Further effort was directed at sectional, full
band and marching band rehearsals, all of which took place in
the shade outdoors as there was no suitable indoor facility. The
band found its new longer working hours r egime somewhat
grueling initially, but they soon took it in their stride and a r eal
improvement began to take place.
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A static performance from the Band

The final Beating Retreat, scheduled on 18 October was held at
the British Embassy. It was to be the highlight of the STTT's
work with the ENDFB. It was also intended to demonstrate
ENDFB's enhanced capability to perform with competence and
professionalism at important futur e events, such as the fast
approaching Remembrance Sunday. Guests from many foreign
embassies together with prominent members from the Ethiopia
National Defence Force were invited to the event. The
programme was designed in 2 parts; first the ENDFB performed a
display of traditional Ethiopian music and this was followed by
the British Beating Retreat format, including Last Post and
Reveille. The event proved to be a success and the Defence
Attaché and his guests were pleased at the improvement
demonstrated by the band, in particular the performance of
British military music and traditional hymns, a major component
in the forthcoming Remembrance Sunday Parade.

As we exchanged our farewells to new found friends, the team
reflected on the huge steps the Ethiopians had taken during the
short time we spent with them. They had transformed fr om a
loose and disorganised unit to a proud and competent
professional organisation, worthy to represent its country. The
STTT were very proud to be part of this achievement and help to
enhance our 2 countries' important diplomatic link.

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MR KURTZ or NOT THE STANDARD
OP TOUR - by Lt Col Michael White

In light of the on-going tr end in Defence circles to make best
available use of Reservists, | was mobilized in February last year
as one sixth of the total UK contribution to MONUC, the United
Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
Although MONUC currently employs over 17,000 troops from 20
nations, the UK policy is that of maximum influence but minimum
participation. The last British gr ound troops to serve in the DRC
were an RE Sqgn deployed as part of an EU force in the east of
DRC in 2003. Otherwise, the steady state contribution is 6 staf f
officers, from Maj to Col, split between For ce HQ in Kinshasa and
Div HQ in Goma.

Having been notified several months in advance that | was to be
the Senior MA to the 3 star Senegalese Force Comd in Kinshasa,
| did the usual Reservist preparation — a visit to the dentist and
multiple visits to the MO at W oolwich for many, many armfuls of
jabs. NB The UN medical is much more probing than the RTMC
one!

Pre-deployment training consisted of a 1 week UN Military
Observer course, held at Hythe in late January. Of the 9
participants, 4 were bound for DRC. One memorable day of the
course involved driving dif ferent 4x4s up, down and sometimes
across some relatively steep hillsides in the pouring rain —
excellent training for DRC, which allegedly has only 2,500km of
paved road in the entire country, which is the size of Western
Europe.
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Inevitably, | bumped into 2 TA friends at RTMC Chilwell — one, a
Para Lt Col, Afghanistan-bound with 16 AA Bde, the other an
HAC Capt, taking a break from civvie life for a couple of years on
FTRS. Of 27 reservists being mobilised for ops, 26 wer e going to
Iraq or Afghanistan, so lots of desert kit was issued, but not to
me! It is very difficult not to feel self-conscious when wearing
green kit and a bright blue helmet and body armour during
training. The stint at Chilwell was enlightening — stores were
actually issued in abundance as opposed to stor ed. The only
things missing from my wish list were jungle boots, which the
system would only provide if | were going to Belize. Despite my
protestations that 80% of DRC is jungle (appr oximately 2,000,000
sq kms), geography was obviously not the RQMS’s strong point,
so one EBay purchase later, the footwear issue was resolved.

After briefings from PJHQ, FCO, DIS and various other TLAs, |
flew out to Kinshasa. Although the business class ticket
outbound allows 64kg of kit to be taken, | str ongly resisted the
temptation to do so, as we ar e only allowed 23kg on the
economy ticket on the way home. Mess kit and Service Dr ess
certainly not required! Fortunately, the body armour and helmet
raised no eyebrows at the security scanner; nor did the morphine
syrettes, other needles, bandages, tour niquets etc.

The Force Comd (FC) was a Senegalese 3 star coming to the end
of his tour, which was over 3% years. There was a French 1 star
as Force COS. Throw in a Sikh 2 star as Div Comd, a Pakistani 1
star as Dy Div Comd, 1 star Bde Comds from Pakistan, India,
Nepal, Senegal and Benin and you can begin to see the
complexities of multinational life in the Mission. Add to that a
Welshman as the UN Special Representative to the Secretary
General (SRSG) and it is a eal cocktail.

| believe my previous op tour in the NATO HQ in IFOR, along with
my language experience were factors in the selection process;
certainly, | used my French and Spanish daily. The FHQ was
mainly French speaking, although most of the corr espondence |
drafted for the FC tended to be in English. My Spanish came in
very useful with the Uruguayan, Peruvian, Bolivian and
Guatemalan contingents.

What did the Senior MA do? Well, as well as making sure the
FC's “Cabinet” (outer of fice) was organized, | would normally:
draft his non-operational staf f work in English and sometimes
French, interpret French to English for Anglophones during
meetings, act as Focal Point for the Force on all discipline
matters (in particular Sexual Exploitation and Abuse), have
responsibility for organising and drafting speeches for memorial
services and medal parades, ensure military visits from Troop
Contributing Nations went well (especially VIP and VVIP ones)
etc, etc. Basically, it generally boiled down to long of fice hours
spent in front of a very slow computer. Normal weekdays would
run from 0730hrs to 1930hrs, with a nominal half day on Satur day
that normally extended somewhat. Sundays wer e mercifully left
for one’s own inner contemplation; some people would go back
into FHQ in civvies to make subsidized phone calls home and go
goggled-eyed in front of the steam-driven inter net, as it is a rare
household in Kinshasa that has wireless access or even a phone
line, or even reliable power...

Accommodation? Well, 4 housemates in a marble-floored villa in
its own grounds sounds plush but r emember it was in Kinshasa.
There was no pool. The decoration was early 70s bad taste. We
had a leaky roof, power cuts, intermittent air con, a landlord who
decided to tur n the garage into a 4 bedroom annex (without
notice), a Chinese generator that was broken when delivered and
still didn’t work when | left, ants, cockr oaches, mice and the
occasional rat sharing the kitchen......... but, all in all, it was
bearable.

Kinshasa was reasonably quiet (the last time tanks were in the
street was March 2007 in a spat over who should be President)
and over 90% of the UN tr oops are based in the East of the DRC.
| was fortunate enough to get over to Entebbe and Goma on
visits. In Western DRC, | managed to get to Matadi to see some
of our troops there during some unpleasantness concerning an
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extremist religious movement being suppr essed by the National
Police and Army. Even the Ukrainian pilot couldn’t get lost on
this journey, as we simply followed the Congo River from
Kinshasa to Matadi — a very impressive sight. The photo shows
the UN MI-8 on the helipad at Matadi.

This is not to say that there were no challenges during my tour.
There was a steady stream of negative publicity, mainly from the
UK media, regarding allegations of sexual misconduct by UN
peacekeepers in DRC. While this was mainly recycling previously
raised allegations, frustratingly the Mission was not in a position
to reply in detail, as investigations were under way in all these
cases. The spectre of riots was bubbling just below the surface;
the thin veneer of social and political stability was just that. It
seemed that Congolese society was prone to act on rumour,
rather than fact, and to tur n on the UN as a handy target. For
example, the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued a secret
arrest warrant for war crimes for a certain Senator Jean-Pierr e
Bemba (the former Vice-President who lost the spat as to who
should be President and had subsequently lived in exile in
Portugal, while remaining as Leader of the Opposition Party and a
Senator). When he was arrested in Belgium, UN vehicles and
personnel were targeted for a week or so, with stone-pelting

being the chosen method of disappr oval.

In the last fortnight befor e | left theatre, there was an upsurge of
movement from several of the Armed Groups, which led to the
DRC featuring in the international media due to the hundreds of
thousands of Congolese being for ced out of their villages to
escape the fighting, thus pr ovoking another humanitarian crisis.
In the middle of July, my wife joined me in Africa for my 3 weeks
leave. After an eye-opening weekend in Kinshasa (swiftly
declared “a dump”), we spent the leave in Mozambique on a
hunting safari, Cape Town on the tourist trail and Zanzibar in
relaxation mode before the remainder of my UN tour beckoned
and | made my way back to Kinshasa.

| was pleasantly surprised to be informed by email fr om Glasgow
that my next TA posting would be at the HQ SOInC(A) as SO1 TA
Organisation. | am now planning where some of the hunting
trophies might go — perhaps the Armstrong Building needs an
African Room?

| am pleased to have served as the first UK Staff Officer in this
mission from the TA — a precedent quickly followed up by Lt Col
Dick Glass , another TA officer who went out in October last year
as Chief G5 on FTRS after completing ACSC.

Having returned to UK in September, | feel very fortunate to have
served in both the UN and the DRC, as both aspects of this tour
presented me with diverse challenges and experiences. For any
Reserve Majs or Lt Cols out there with time available, | can
thoroughly recommend a stint with MONUC as a non-standar d
op tour in a theatre not too many of your contemporaries will
have served in.
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SOInC (A) RECRUITING AND
LIAISON ST AFF (SORLYS)

Welcome to the SORLS article! With such a captive audience, a
quick introduction is in order...

SORLS recruit both potential of ficers and soldiers into the Royal
Signals by running familiarisation visits and presentations across
the UK which highlight the diversity of r ole and opportunities
available to those who wish to join. If you have any questions
regarding recruiting within your Regt, or are keen to find out more
about the Royal Signals itself, then please give me or one of my
team a ring. The team currently consists of me, Maj Sarah Irwin
who has recently replaced Maj Emma Rae , Capt Tom Skinner ,
Capt Johanna Copeland who has replaced Capt Tuni Masi, Cpl
Waddington and LCpl Hart . Capt Tuni Masi is off to be the
Regimental Signals Officer (RSO) of 2YORKS — we wish you all
the best of luck.

Below is a selection of articles showing the opportunities and
options available for those with an inter est in sports or
adventurous training. Here demonstrated by members of the
SORLS team. There are also articles explaining what a Royal
Signals officer can do after Tp Comd and what a potential of ficer
after the Defence Sixth Form College (Welbeck) gets up to.

ARMY ATHLETICS TRAINING — AUSTRALIA, FEBRUAR'Y 2009
- by Capt Tom Skinner

After being selected to represent the Army Athletics Team in
Australia, | had a few months frantic preparation, knowing that we
were competing the day after arriving and trying to fit in my
training programme in and around work! Within days of training
in the snow back in the UK, | was competing against some of
Queensland’s finest athletes in temperatures over 30 degrees!
Being based just outside of Brisbane we had access to some of
the best facilities | have ever seen — an Olympic size outdoor
swimming pool, a 10 lane athletics track and an indoor gym the
size of a football pitch. Training was intense. Our daily group
warm up started at 0645hrs and the second training session of
the day often ran well into the evening. With a mixtur e of
experience, | personally gained vital information in my chosen
fields as a multi-eventer, which | could take back to the UK and
improve myself and more importantly, others in my Regt for the
upcoming summer season.

Capt Tom Skinner meeting local wildlife

In between lectures and training programmes we had plenty of
time to relax and take in the fantastic sights the local ar ea had to
offer, be it Surfers Paradise beach down the road, wine tasting in
the vineyards or seeing the koala sanctuary outside of Brisbane.
With the Royal Signals having 9 members in the 22 strong Army
team, we feel we've got a good chance of winning the Inter -
Corps Championships later on in the year!
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EXERCISE ANNAPURNA TIGER - by Capt Tuni Masi

After joining the SORLS Team, | quickly found myself on an
expedition to Nepal. As an ex-Gurkha Tp Comd, | have already
experienced the lifestyle and breathtaking scenery in Nepal and
jumped at the chance to do so again. Those of you who have
experienced Nepal before will also know that the best views are
often the hardest to get to! After 7 days of har d work and
numerous legs to our journey we reached Annapurna Base
Camp, at a height of 4130m. The final ascent up to
Machhapuchhre Base Camp was short but tiring as people found
the symptoms of altitude sickness cr ept up on them. Only a few
hours later these were replaced with a sense of relief as we finally
reached the summit to take in the br eathtaking views.

Capt Tuni Masi not looking the right way to see the br eathtaking
view!

Having completed the tr ek part of the expedition, we undertook a
Military Aid to Civil Community (MACC) project — essentially
building a play area for retired army personal — a very labour
intense 2 days involving 16 people moving stones into position
despite the scorching sun and the dust! The sense of satisfaction
that came with its completion made all the har d work worth while.

After all our hard work we relaxed over the next 3 days, spending
time on a Safari in Chitwan, elephant riding, rafting and on a jeep
safari! Even on my second trip to Nepal | have learnt a great deal
about the diversity of cultural values, traditions and wealth of
natural resources open in the country, and I'm already hoping to
start planning my 3rd trip some time soon!

TRAINING YEAR PERSPECTIVE - by Capt Pete King

Having never wanted to follow the ster eotypical route of a Young
Officer (YO), the time came in my last 6 months at 3(UK) Div HO
& Sig Regt to look towards my next 2 year post within the Royal
Signals. Having been told several times at both Sandhurst and
during my first tour that the possibilities ar e wide and varied for a
YQO’s second tour, | had every intention to see just how varied
they could be!

Alongside the options to join the permanent staf f of an Army
Training Regiment or a second tour Tp Comd within a Bde Sig
Sgn was the option to join a cavalry r egiment on ops as the
Regimental Signals Officer (RSO). After a rather short ‘flash to
bang’ period, | soon found myself in Copehill Down village on ex
and after a brief ‘Welcome to the Battlegroup (BG)', it was literally
straight into the deep end for the 3 Cdo Bde Op HERRICK 9
Mission Rehearsal Ex. 1st The Queens Dragoon Guards (QDG)
are the cavalry regiment of Wales and the border counties and
will be forming the HQ element of BG South in souther n
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Helmand. As they are a formation reconnaissance regiment, they
are more used to seeking out enemy heavy armour in Sultan and
Spartan vehicles than operating as dismounted infantry . The
organic BG consists of D Coy 2 Royal Gurkha Regt, B Coy 1
RIFLES and A Sgn QDG and ae operating within the Garmsir
District Centre region of southern Afghanistan.

The BG consists of a multitude of cap badges beyond those of its
light role infantry companies and the addition of a Royal Signals
cap badge contributed to the mix.

As the RSO you are directly responsible to the CO for all things
communications in barracks, ex and on ops. The rather loose
term ‘communications’ actually incorporates a plethora of
disciplines. This includes Electronic Counter Measure (Force
Protection) equipment, Crypto Accounting and the entir e BG
Bowman suite. In short, if it's a piece of electronic equipment
then it's probably to do with you!

The concept of a Royal Signals officer at BG level is something
not seen in conventional Regt/Bn life. Everyday life as a Royal
Signals Tp Comd is effectively replicated at Bn or Regt level by
the RSO. The added pressure is brought about that you are
directly responsible to the CO for everything comms r elated.
Gone are the days when you could hide behind the ‘new tr oopie’
label and experience your first year for free.

After a period of summer leave, | joined the Regt in Dempsey
Barracks, Sennelager and immediately had to prepare the Op
HERRICK BG Combat Net Radio plan alongside the Regimental
Signals Warrant Officer. After all, as the Royal Signals officer, |
knew how everything worked — and that included why the Adijt
could not view Facebook on his phone!

Our BG HQ for the duration
of Op HERRICK was to be in
Forward Operating Base
(FOB) Delhi on the edge of
the Garmsir DC, southern
Helmand Province. The site
of an old agricultural college,
it was the location from
which Cornet Wales
conducted his brief tour with
52 Inf Bde in early 2008. The
infrastructure was extremely
basic, with a few pre-
existing ‘Afghan style’ mud
huts, all displaying the scars
of the last few years of war.
The comms aspect of BG
South was very much in its
infancy when we arrived and
it was evident that we had a
significant amount of work
that was enduring. BG
comms is an aspect that is
taken for granted and it is
very noticeable by its
absence! Tactical comms
aside, we were helpfully
aided by the Information

84

Communications Systems (ICS) det from 22 Sig Regt who
supported and maintained the strategic level assets within the
FOB. The backbone of theatre comms is ran over a combination
of NATO SECRET/MISSION SECRET and JOCS. Again, as the J6
representative to the CO, you are immediately the Subject Matter
Expert for this and all its associated functions. It was very similar
to being a young 2Lt on the Tp Comds course in Blandfor d,

taking in all this raw information and having to interpr et it into
dialogue that could be understood by all. The BG staf f are less
concerned by the ‘how’ and mor e interested in the ‘why’.

Il have not quite given up the mantle of Tp Comd just yet, having
assumed the role of Tp Leader of Comd Tp, the ‘Signals Platoon’
of the cavalry. Deployed on ops are approximately 20 personnel
for whom | assume responsibility and all the necessary G1/J1
paperwork. The experience thus far of serving within such a
formation has been an eye opening experience.

Having served within a Div Sig Regt, | can now witness first hand
the trials and tribulations that decisions and courses of action
made by higher command impact on the units, whether that is
allocation of resources, manpower or the planning of ops. As
Royal Signals officers and soldiers, we are physically separated
from the day to day running of the battle due to the natur e of the
Div and Bde units we are employed in. | have no doubt that my
tenure as the RSO will permanently change the way | look upon
the organic BG and how we as a Corps have a direct impact on
their tactical and strategic capability .

PREPARING FUTURE ROYAL SIGNALS OFFICERS
- by Lt Whetter RN

For those of you wondering why a Royal Naval Officer has
hijacked these pages of The Wire, | am the RN Training Officer
within Taurus Sqgn, the Birmingham Support Unit of the Defence
Technical Undergraduate Scheme (DTUS). The Scheme, along
with the Welbeck Defence Sixth Form College (DSFC), educates
and develops potential of ficers for the 4 technical Corps and
those wishing to join as engineering officers in the RN, RAE and
DESG (the engineering branch of the MOD Civil Service).

| have an article from one of my Officer Cadets (OCdts),
sponsored by the Royal Signals, below.

LIFE AS A TAURUS SQUADRON ROYAL SIGNALS BURSAR
- by OCdt Luke Campbell

As a Royal Signals Officer Cadet in the Defence Technical
Undergraduate Scheme (DTUS), | have had 3 years of
opportunities and support during my time at Aston University . |
have been on several military exs across the UK, developing my
leadership and military skills prior to going to the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst (RMAS). | have also been away on summer
attachments with the Royal Signals to 3(UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt

OCdt Luke Campbell enjoying a sailing exercise in the Solent

THE WIRE, APRIL2009



learning about my future Corps and meeting the soldiers and
officers of the Royal Signals.

During my time at DTUS, | have also managed to get on 2
battlefield tours of the D-Day beaches and the Hindenbur g Line in
France as well as taking part in several different adventure
training exercises in and around the UK.

The scheme also provided me with the opportunity , funding and
support to or ganize a 2 week sailing and cycling expedition
around the Solent and Normandy in North W est France. This was
a fantastic couple of weeks away that pr ovided a challenge both
in the planning and execution phases! During our drill nights, we
take part in different things like planning exs, presentations,
leaderless tasks and command tasks providing constructive
feedback on areas we can improve prior to commencing Initial
Officer Training.

The continued support from the Sgn also extends into University
life where regular interviews with the CO ensure our academic
success is still on track as he helps to r esolve any issues with the
University. These experiences have helped me to improve and
develop my leadership skills over the last 3 years in order to
commission into the Royal Signals.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE WIRE - GUIDANCE NOTES

Wherever possible, submit your contributions in electr onic form,
saved in Microsoft Word either as an Email attachment, on a
floppy disk or a CD. If you cannot send it to us electr onically, we
are able to work off hard copy but this is the least pr eferred
method of submission.

If possible, we would pr efer your notes to be in 12 point Arial, left
aligned with single spacing but this is not critical. The editorial
staff will check all submissions on r eceipt and make any format
changes necessary.

It is most important that ther e is a covering letter or e mail with a
name, address and phone number to enable us to make contact
in case of any queries on such things as spelling of names, dates
or other facts. If your submission comprises a number of
separate articles or photographs, please ensure that they are
linked by serial number to the first submission.

At the beginning of a unit submission, the name of the CO/OC
and RSM/SSM should be printed. The Editor interpr ets this as an
indication that the material has been submitted with the
knowledge of the CO or OC concer ned. Apart from that, we
include the name of incumbent CO/OC and RSM/SSM at the top
of each article and you should be awar e that we rely on the unit
to keep us up to date on these key appointments. Make sur e that
all disks, CDs and photos are identified with some form of unit
title.

Photos are not usually returned, but if you wish them back,
please indicate this clearly and provide a return address. There is
one exception. If your photo has been selected for the fr ont or
back cover, we retain the originals for the Archives.

Contributions should be emailed to: thewire@poyalsignals.mod.uk

Please send the text as a Word attachment and the photos as
separate jpegs, preferably 1 Mb or higher. Do not embed
photographs or use PowerPoint.

DEADLINES

The dates for submission are published on the Contents page of
each Wire. Note that these are the final dates for submissions to
arrive at The Wire office. You need to allow sufficient time for
handling and delivery by that date.

If you have a particularly important event that that you wish to
report on such as a Royal Visit, an important exercise or sporting
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fixture and it occurs very close to, or after the deadline date, then
contact the Editor well befor ehand to discuss it. We will do our
best to accommodate you but this will depend on how many
other units have the same problem and are also asking for an
extension to the deadline. If there are too many, the editor’s
decsion will be final.

When the originator checks to confirm that the item has been
received in time for publication and is told that it missed the
deadline, the option of carrying it forwar d to the next edition
unaltered will be discussed. Usually we will request that the item
is resubmitted with any updates and additions or amendments.

STYLE AND CONTENT

The Wire has an established style, which has evolved over the

years. Those tasked with writing articles or co-or dinating unit

inputs should to read some recent back copies for guidance on
style and format to use.

An important area is the use of first names. If a writer uses first
names in an article, then this should be consistent and everyone
mentioned should be given this courtesy. The name should not
be in inverted commas if it is the given or used name for the
individual. The Editor will normally delete this name on
subsequent occurrences in the article. For example: "Cpl Joe
Sturdy and LCpl Ed Ward led the party.....but later Cpl Stur dy
broke his ankle and had to be evacuated." We do not publish
nicknames unless it is obvious that the nickname is in fact the
used name. For example: "Lt 'Chalky' White was the OC of the
party." In these case we use inverted commas to indicate that
while this is not the actual first name, it is the used name of the
individual. Obviously constructed nicknames, such as " Capt 'l
can't find my boots' Smith ", are usually in-jokes which no-one
outside the unit will understand. They will not be printed.

The focus should be on issues that will have a broad appeal.
Stories on local issues and in-jokes are better suited to
Unit/Branch newsletters, rather than The Wire. Even stories on
broader issues can fall short if they merely recount what
happened in a purely sequential way. Try to capture the
atmosphere, by including how people wer e feeling, what was
learned, or something that a reader can easily identify with. A bit
of dialogue is sometimes quite effective in doing this.

The story must be interesting to read. Focus on quality, rather
than quantity. The Editor is always happy to advise on writing
style and form. Wherever possible, give the task of writing Wire
notes to someone who can write well.

LENGTH OF CONTRIBUTIONS

Although we do not wish to constrain contributors too much,
especially when they have a good story, there has to be some
limit in the size of contributions. The following should be taken as
a general guide for a maximum figure:

Major units: Around 8 — 10 A4 pages in single spaced Arial 12
point, plus 5 — 10 photos. After editing and transferring to the
publishing softwar e, this will be roughly 2 - 4% pages in The Wire
plus photos.

Minor units: Around 4 — 8 x A4 pages in single spaced Arial 12
point, plus 5 — 10 photos. After editing and transferring to the
publishing softwar e, this will be roughly 1 — 3 pages in The Wire
plus photos.

All photos must have clear, sharp focus and should show clearly
the people or things you are trying to illustrate. A photo will
usually be reduced in size prior to printing, so you need to
visualise if it will still work when it is smaller. Photos of large
groups of people are best avoided because individual faces
become less recognisable when the pictur e is reduced.

Photos should be sent in digital form as separate high r esolution
jpeg files, preferably 1Mb or better. They can be emailed or sent
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on a CD. They will not fit on a normal floppy disk. Even printed
good quality photos ar e rarely satisfactory. Do not embed photos
in your text. Be aware that the gateways which provide external
access to the internet and hence to The Wire will not usually
accept more than 5Mb, so break up your pictures into separate
messages and request confirmation of r eceipt.

EDITING AND CO-ORDINATION OF UNIT NOTES

Frequently a unit's notes are a combination of many pieces of
work written by a number of dif ferent people. It is highly
desirable that they are edited and co-or dinated (and possibly
pruned) before submission to us. It also helps the Editor if
different elements of the submission are prioritised.

Reader feedback has told us that a summary of a Regiment or
Squadron activities and deployments is most welcome as the first
section in the notes. This can then be followed by a series of
individual articles or reports expanding on the same or similar
topics.

ATTRIBUTION

Please include the names of authors of major reports and pieces,
and we will acknowledge them. If you consider that any photos
submitted are good enough for the front or back cover, please let
us know the photographer’s name. If a photograph has been
taken by a professional military or civilian cameraman, then it is
usual to attribute it accor dingly.

PROTECTIVELY MARKED MATERIAL

Take care that the submission does not contain pr otectively
marked information, maps or pictur es or include personal details
and locations which might be a risk to unit or personnel security .

COPYRIGHT

All material published in The Wire becomes Crown Copyright. If
you wish to include material in your contributions that has been
published elsewhere, we require proof that you have permission
to do so.

AND FINALLY...

The Editorial Staff are always willing to help you. If in doubt,
please seek their advice sooner rather than later. If you believe
you have an important submission which should be given some
priority, then contact the Editor and discuss it with him. There
may be occasions when your submission has not been published.
The most common reason for this is that your submission was
received after the deadline and other items took priority . Check
with the Wire Office to find out why. Please remember that The
Wire is limited in size and inevitably there will always have to be
cuts and the Editor’'s word is final!

Contact details for The Wire Editorial Staff are:

Editor: Lt Col (Retd) Alan W allace Tel: 94371 2079
Civilian Exchange 01258 482079

Deputy Editor: Mrs Amy Petersen  Tel: 94371 2085
Civilian Exchange 01258 482085

Subscriptions: Mrs Shar on Ster ne Tel: 94371 2087
Civilian Exchange 01258 482087

Address: The Wire
RHQ Royal Signals
Griffin House
Blandford Camp
Dorset

DT11 8RH

Email: thewire@oyalsignals.mod.uk
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CORRESPONDENCE

SSAFA ANNUAL CAROL SER VICE - MANCHESTER

The Annual Carol Service of the Greater Manchester Branch of
SSAFA took place on 15 December 2008 in Manchester
Cathedral and was enjoyed by a congregation of over 300 guests
including the Lord Lieutenant and Lord Mayor of Manchester. At
the Reception held afterwards in the Baronial Hall of Chethams
School of Music, a cheque for £4005 was pr esented to SSAFA
President Col Sir John Timmins by Capt G Whelan Royal
Signals. This was the wonderful amount raised by Manchester TA
Unit 42 Sig Sqn on their annual sponsored walk on the Pennine
Way.

From: Lt Col (Retd) Pat Sowar d (pat.soward@idplus.net)
‘Shipton’, The Hollow
Childe Okeford
Dorset. DT11 8EX
Tel: 01258 860647

Dear Sir,

The Air Formation Signals Association and the 19 Sig Regt
Association propose to commission a DVD showing all the
memorials at the National Memorial Arboretum that have Royal
Signals connotations. The aim of this DVD is to describe these
memorials for the benefit of those unable to visit, to give a guide
to ‘what there is to see and where to find it’ for visitors and
perhaps, to encourage other serving and retired elements of the
Corps to create their own memorials. It will be a sequel to the
DVD commissioned by the RSA showing the dedication of the
RSA memorial in 2008 and copies will be available for purchase
by serving units, RSA Branches and serving and retired members
of the Corps. It is proposed to start filming in April when the
trees are in leaf.

We know of the following dedications:

The RSA Jimmy’ dedicated on May 20th, 2008

The original RSA Tree

The Linemen of 1st Army

Royal Signals Section, AA Brigade

Royal Signals G Section, attached to 138 City of London Field
Regiment, 1942-46

49th (West Riding) Div Sigs (TA) — later 7th Air Formation Signals
Phantom(?) where two members of the Corps ar e named
Birmingham Branch, RSA

254 Catterick Old Boys Association

The Air Formation Signals Crescent

If readers are aware of any other memorial with Royal Signals
connections, links or connotations | would he grateful if they
would contact me as soon as possible so that pictur es of it can
be included in the DVD.

Yours...
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ADVERTISEMENTS

CARP FISHING — INTERESTED? — THEN READ ON!
So how about it? Are you interested in carp fishing? If so then we have just the thing for you.

For the last 5 years, the Army has had a very successful group that hold events both her e in UK, France and Germany. This year it was
taken to a new level with the first ever Inter-Services. This event was the pinnacle of our sport with teams fr om the RAF and Navy,
fighting it out with the Army to see who would win. Thankfully for us this year’ s winners were the Army!

Next year is looking even better with 5 gr oup matches, then the Army Championships followed by the Inter -Corps Championships and
the high point of the Inter-Services in Oct.

For more details about Army fishing then check out the following website for mor e details: www.armycarpers.com

To top it all there is a massive new event called the “Forces Carp Classic” with cash prizes available to the winners.
Yes, you read that right, cash prizes will be available to the winners.

Entry is open to all Serving or ex-serving members of all 3 Services, all the Emergency Services and also MOD Civil Servants. Places are|
limited, so if you want to be ther e, make sure you get your forms filled out and have a chance at this fantastic new event.

For more details about the Forces Carp Classic, check out the following website:
www .forcescarpclub.co.uk or email fcc2009@hotmail.co.uk

Good luck and tight lines!

Tim Gray
Press Officer
AAF Gp8 Carp Section
01206 541200
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